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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, 2nd September, :1935, 

TLe Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber in Simla, at Eleven of 
the Clock, being the First Bay of the Second Session of the Fifth Legisla- 
tive Assembly, pursuant to Section 63-D (2) of the Government of 
India Act. Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim, K.C.S.I., 
Kt.), was in the Chair. 


MEMBERS SWORN. 

The Honourable Sir kliihammad Zafrullali Khan, Kt. (Member for 
Commerce and Railways) ; 

The Honourable Mr. David George Mitchell, C S.I., C I E. (Member 
for Industries and Labour) ; 

Mr. Thomas Chapman-Mortimer, M.L A. (Bengal : European) ; 
Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya, M.L.A. (Benares and Gorakhpur 
Divisions : Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; 

Mr Muhammad Yamin Khan, C.I.E., M.L.A. (Agra Division : 
Muhammadan Rural) ; 

Mr Frank Burton Leach, L A. (Burma : European) , 

Mr. E II. M. Bower, ISO, ML A (Nominated Non-Official) ; 

Mr. J. H Blackwell, M.L A (Nominated Non-Official) ; 

Mr. James Glasgow Acheson, C.I.E., M.L.A. (Foreign Secretary) ; 
Mr Alan Hubert Lloyd, C.S.I, C.I.E , ML.A (Government of India : 
Nominated Official) ; 

Mr. A]*thur Shelden Hands. 0 I.B., M L.A. (Government of India : 
Nominated Official) ; 

Diwan Bahadur Rasipiir Varada Krishna Ayyar, M.L.A. (Madras : 
Nominated Official) ; 

Mr. Duncan LlacLachlan, M.L.A. (Bombay : Nominated Official) ; 
Mr Madhiisudan Damodar Bhat, M.L,A. (Bombay : Nominated 
Official) ; 

( 1 ) 

163LAD 



2 


LEGISLATm ASSEUEL'i. 


[2kd Sep, 1935, 


Mr. Pereival Joseph Griffiths, M.L.A. (Bengal : Nominated Official) ; 
Mr. Leonard Owen, M.L.A. (United Provinces : Nominated Official) ; 
Mr. Dionys John Norris Lee, M.L.A. (Central Provinces ; Nominated 
Official) ; 

Air. Sankar Paudurang Desai, AI.L.A. (A^am : Nominated Official) f 

and 

Air. Tom Lister, C.I.E., AI.L.A. (Burma : Nominated Official). 


DEATHS OP SIR BASIL BLACKETT, SIR DEVA PRASAD SARVA- 

DIIIKARY, LALA FAKIR CHAND AND HAJI ABDULLA T-TA.T T 

QASIAI. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) : Sir, 
before you take up the day’s woj-k, may I have your permission to mention 
the deaths of some of the past and present Alembers of this Asserablj'. 

The first name which I have to mention is tliat of Sir Basil Blackett. 
Long accounts of his life and of his activities have recently appearetl in 
the press, particularly in every newspaper, English and vernacular, and 
I have no desire to take the House- over the long- history over again. 
T would like to remind the House very shortly tliat he was the Finance 
-Member and a Alember of this Assembly from 1923 to 1928. he was the 
I'Deader of this House from August 1927 to Alarch 1928, he was the Secre- 
tary of the Indian ' Finance and Curj'ency Commission 'u 1913-1914, and 
he was on a special mission to the United States Government in 191-1. 'He 
was also a Member of the Anglo-French Financial Mission to the United 
States of America which raised the Anglo-French loan of 500,000,000 dol- 
lars in 1915. He was also the representative of the British Treasury in 
the United States of America from 1917 to 1918. His activities did not 
cease on his retirement and, as we all know from the biographies M-hieh 
have been -published, he was holding a v'ery responsible post at tlie time 
when the tragic occurrence took place as the result of a motor accident. 

Sir, the second name I have to mention is that of Sir Deva Prasad 
Sarvadhikary, who was a Alember of the Pinst Legislative Assembl.-^, re- 
presenting the Calcutta Non-AIuhammadan constituency from 19M to 
1923. He was an elected Alember of the 'Council of State from 1923 io 
1925. Before this he had been a Alember of the Indian Legislative Council 
and a Alember of the Bengal Legislative Council. He was also a member 
of the Lytton Committee for Indian students in England ; and he was 
also a member of the Government of India Deputation (Padclison Com- 
mission) to South Africa. As we all know he took a prominent nart {iiid 
a great interest in all matters^ connected with education in Bengal and. 
generally speaking, the education of Indians. He was also a Substitute 
Delegate to the Assembly of the League of Nations in 1930 ; and he was 
for- several years the Presrident of ihe Incorporated Society of Law, C'a - 
ciitta. 

Sir 1 have yet to mention another name, that of Lala Fakir Chand. 
who was a Alember of this House and w-hom I had the licnour of k.i.-.wiim 
personally, having met him often outside the Tlonse .- and I think [ a," 
voicing the opinion of evoiyhody liere when I sav that ho ahiays showed 
himself to be very frank in discussing the points he wanted to make 
against and he tried always to hear what we had to say agaiind his 
yir^ '! j^ow, Sir, it is indeed sad that he is the fifth Member — aivl 
^ I tlank I am right in saying that he is the fifth Member of this House 



DEATHS OF SIR BASIL BLACKETT, SIR DE7A PRASAD SARVADHIKARY, 3 
LALA FAKIR CHAND AND HAJI ABDULLA HAJI QABIM. 

who has died 11111:1111617, Sir, I request you that the families of all these 
gentlemen may be informed through you of our sense of sorrow and loss 
at their untimely deaths. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai (Leader of the Opposition) : Sir, it is a 
melancholy thing, on the eve of the opening of the present Session, that 
the Leader of the House should have had to mention and convey to 
the House the regretful news of the deaths of some of our immediate 
colleagues as well as of some of those who were the predecessors in this. 
Assembly. 

With reference to Sir Basil Blackett, a tragic accident brought 
to an end one of the most eminent careers in the history of men who have 
. occupied such positions as he did. Sir, I had not the honour of having 
a personal acquaintance with Sir Basil Blackett, but, nonetheless, during 
the course of many controversies over financial matters that interested 
this country, I was able to perceive the clarity of mind and steadfast — 
as far as in him lay^ — maintenance of the point of vie^y of India’s credit 
and strength. Sir, he established some conventions, which I hope and 
trust wdll not die wdth him, notwithstanding his official retirement from 
here and his physical death from the world now ; and I have not the 
smallest doubt that those conventions will eontiiiiie to be obeyed and 
honoured in the spirit in which they were framed. Sir, I associate myself 
wdtli the loss of that great man. 

The next person we have to moani is Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadliikary, 
who died full of years and also full of honours and whom I had the 
occasion to know-, niainl}' on account of the profession to which he 
belonged. I knew him as an edueaiionist, but undoubtedly more so as the 
President of the Incorporated Law Society of the Calcutta High Court, 
He was one of those wdio led a deputation -with a desire that the different 
High Courts of India should cultivate a genuine, cordial, brotherly 
relationship of law^yers of ail branches, and, among those who formed the 
deputation from his province to ours, we had great pleasure in having had 
the benefits of all his experience in the purpose of framing some of our 
rules on the Original Side of the High Court, but more so, on the broader 
aspects of the expeditious disposal of eases. 

As regards Lala Fakir Chand, he %Tas a gentleman of wdiom I 
cannot' sj)eak in terms adequate to this occasion because I deem it a 
persoiia] loss. Ho w'as physically an:l menially vrhat ho looked — a genuine 
stahvart in the maint^oiaiice of the trrulitions of the nationally-minded 
Members of tli’hs House, Pie sl'oocl square and solid, and it is 

almost difficult to believe that lie is not present here today. His 
reliability and loyalty w'ere qualities which might be envied in any part of 
the House, and [ am quiie eortain, [bey would receive iiustiu'ted recogni- 
tion from any man to -whichever side he belonged, as a man he dis- 
tinguished himself by the part he played primarily in Ills ])rofessioii of 
law, and, later on, in the public life wliieli he represented here, 

I Join, Sir, wdth my Honourable friend, Sir NripendPa Sircar, in the 
tribute that he has paid to the departed w^ho were associated wdth this 
Assembly in carr3ung on the great work of the legislation of tliis country. 

Mr; Abdul Matin Ohaudhury (Assam : IMuhammadan) : Sir, on 
behalf of my friends of the Independent Party, I desire to associate our- 
selves with the motion of condolence wffiieh has been moved by the Honour- 
able the Leader of the House. 

L163LAD 
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[Mr. Abdul Matin Cbaudhury.] 

Sir r>asil Blackett, wlio.se accidental death we iiioiirn today, was one 
of the most distinguished Finance Members that we have had in recent 
years. Ilis achievement as a Finance Member has been quite remarkable. 
It was during his tenure of office that the cotton excise dut^’’ was abolished. 
It was due to his aide management of finance that the provincial contribu- 
tions were wiped out and he introduced many a reform in the financial 
administration of the country. The Beserve Bank Bill which he sponsored 
in this House was a more liberal measure than the one which we recently 
enacted, I had the privilege of serving under him as a member of the 
Public Account Committee of which he %vas an ideal and impartial chair- 
man. He always welcomed searching scrutiny of accounts by the non- 
official hlembers and I am glad to notice that this tradition is being 
followed by his successors He had numerous friends among the non-official 
Members of this House and we send our sincere condolences to Lady 
Blackett in her bereavement. 

As regards Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary, he was a member of one 
of tile most highly cultured families of Bengal, and members of his family 
have dislinguished themselves in many walks of public life Sir Deva 
Prasad Sarvadhikary was a Vice-Chanceilor of the Caicutta Lniversiiy. 
He held moderate views in polities and J think lie was more an educationist 
than a politician. He was one of those distinguished and illustrious sons 
ol* Bengal whose name and fame for scholarship travelled far be.yond the 
confines of the ])rovince and Bengal today is poorer intelleetnally by tlie 
loss of one of her eminent sons. 

Lala Fakir Cliand was a new Member of this Assembl}". He was a 
hlember of this Assembly only for one Session but during that Session he 
endeared himself to every section of the House by his sweet disposition and 
his charming manners. He was a very prominent member of the Bar and 
the speeches that he made showed evidence of his great legal knowledge 

Now, Sir, before I sit down, with your permission, I would like to make 
reference to the death of another Member of this House who was a member 
of our Party, the late Haji Abdulla Haji Qasini Haji Abdulla Haji 
Qasim was a distinguished leader of Malabar. Before he came to tiii.-s 
Assembly, he was a Member of the Local Council. He was returned to the 
Local Council from the landowners constituency of Malabar — a joint 
electorate constituency — by an overwhelming majority. That shows, Sir, 
his popularity with every section of the population He was a very 
philanthropically-minded man and in his own area in Malabar he started 
schools and dispensaries at his own expense In the Assembly, he was a 
member of our Party m those days when we counted only eight members. 
He used to take very keen interest in advancing the cause of his consti- 
tuency and I still remember how assiduously he tried to persuade the Rail- 
way Member to sanction a railway line through liis constituency. ITis 
charity made no distinction between Hindus and Mussalmans or any other 
caste and I am told that when he died more Hindus followed the funeral 
bier than the Mussalmans. He was a very loving friend and, though he 
ceased to be a Member of the Assembly long long ^o, every year on the Id 
day 1 used to receive Id greetings from him conveying his good wishes to us. 
I would request you, Sir, to convey to the members of his bereaved family 
a message of condolence from the Members of this House. 
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Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab ; Sikh) : Sir, on behalf of the 
Members of the Nationalist Party I wish to associate myself with all the 
sentiments tliat have been expressed by the Leader of the House, the Leader 
of the Opposition and olher speakers about Sir Basil Blackett, Sir Deva 
Prasad Sarvadhikary, Ilaji Abdulla Haji Qasim and Laia Fakir Ghand. 

Sir Basil Blackett was one of those well-known Finance Members of 
this House whose achievemenls we are reading every day whenever finan- 
cial diseiisf^ions come up in this House, I had not the privilege of personal 
acqiiaintancf vvitli the first three gentlemen but from what I hear about 
them they were the sous ot* India of whom every Indian should be proud. 
As regards Lala Fakir Chand, lie w^as with us only for a veiy short time — 
only dining one Session — but he made liimself very popular with ail classes 
and with all seelions of this House. His career at the Bar was a very 
distinguished one and tlie number of resolutions tliat have been passed 
by the Bar Associations of the various districts and other social and poli- 
tical bodies goes to show the amount of popularity that he enjoyed in his 
own province. Our Party has particularly lost a trusted Member and a 
distinguished lawyer w^hose advice the Party always followed wdtli respect, 
I request you, Sir, to kindly convey the message of condolence from our 
Party to his bereaved family. 

Mr. Gr. Morgan (Bengal : European) : Sir, on behalf of the 
European Group, I 'wish to associate myself with the resolution of con- 
dolence moved by the Leader of the House on the death of four distinguish- 
ed Members of this Honourable House. 

Sir Basil Blackett is too well-known, or, I should say, was too well- 
known, to need any words from me as to Ms distinguished activities. His 
tragic and untimely death has taken away a member from financial 
circles which will be very difficult to replace at this time. He was a very 
successful Finance Member of the Government of India ; he was also a 
Governor of the Bank of England and a Director of many large Associa- 
tions and Corpoimtions at Home. The Honourable the Leader of the 
House has given a more detailed list of his activities and accomplishments 
and it is not necessary for me to say more on behalf of the European 
Gvoup than this that we associate ourselves with evein^tliing that has fallen 
from the Honourable Members who preceded me. 

Sir, >Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary was a pcisoiiai friend of niirie, aid 
I deplore his death very much. As my Honourable friend, Mr, Abdul 
Matin Chaudhury, said, he was more of an educationalist than a politician. 
He and I were members of the Calcutta Corporation for some j^ears, and 
I found his advice on many matters most invaluable. His is a very great 
loss indeed to the community on that side of India. 

Lala Fakir Chanel was a distinguished pleader in the Punjab. 
Though I cannot claim to have had any close acquaintance with him, I 
think my Honourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, has said all that is 
necessary to say. In regard to Haji Abdulla Haji Qasim, I am afraid I 
cannot claim having -had any personal acquaintance with him, but I should 
lilie to associate the European Group with all that has been said by Honour- 
able Members. I would ask you, Sir, to for-ward to the members of the 
bereaved families our deepest sympathy in their bereavement. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi (Dacca cum Mymensingh : Muhammadan' 
Eural) : Sir, in the sad and tragic end of Sir Basil Blackett, I mourn the 
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{Sir Abdul Halim Ghmznavi] 

loss of a dear personal friend, a great financier and a sincere well- 
wisher of India. 


Sir Basil Blackett, as the Finance Member of the Viceroy Execu- 
tive Council, was certainly the centre of a great deal of controversy, as 
eveiy^ person, having strong opinions, is bound to have, but, notwith- 
slyauling the same, his personal popularity with the Members of this 
Ho Lise as well as the Indian business world outside grew from more to 
moiy as they recognised his sincerity of purpose and the value of his 
achievements, lie displayed considerable independence of judgment in 
matteiy of public finance, and his claim to rank as Swarajisi in matters 
financial \vas well-founded because of his determination to make In^a 
the dictator of lier own finance. The separation of railv/ay finance from 
the general budget was one of his best achievements. The education of 
the standing coiniiiittees of the House in their powers was also anotlier 
achievement of great importance. His sympathy with the political 
as^pirations of India was well-known and was expressed more than once 
on the^ floor of this House. This sympathy he carried to his new spheres 
of aetiyit^!^ in the United Kingdom. In his death the other day under 
trag’ie circumstances, India, determined to win self-rule, has lost one of her 
distinguished supporters and those of us wTio had the privilege of knowing 
him intimately a personal friend of great charm. 


Sir, our deep sjrmpathy goes to the desolate widow, Lady Blackett. 
No words of ours, no human sympathy can console her in her affliction, but, 
when she will know’- that this House mourns her husband’s loss where he had 
been at one time such a popular and prominent figure, it will undoubtedly 
lighten the burden of her intense grief. 

Sir, in the death of Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary, I have lost another 
personal and dear old friend. We have knowm each other for very many 
years. His father was one of the distinguished doctors in Bengal who was 
our family physician. His zeal for temperance movement was well- 
known. Bengal has lost in his death one of her noble sons who had 
throughout worked and dedicated his life for the benefit and uplift of the 
province. 


In the death of Lala Fakir Chand, we have lost one of our sitting 
colleagues. When I first made his acquaintance in this House, I felt wTiat 
charming manners he had. 


I have not had the honour of knowing Haji Abdulla Haji Qasim but 
from what I heard from the Deputy Leader of the Independent Party 1 
have no hesitation to associate myself with all that he has said about the 
late Mr. Haji Abdulla Haji Qasim. 

With these words, I associate myself with what has fallen from the 
Honourable the Leader of the House and with other Honourable Members 
who have just spoken. 


-El Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir Lala 

Fakir Chand Avas my personal friend. During the short interval he wa^ 
a Member of this Assembly, he showed himself to be very oblidn^ and 
a short time, he made friends with me, and I am sorry to see 
that I do not see him in the House today. Lala Fakir Chand made him- 
self popular during the brief stay in the House. I pay tribute to his 
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memory, not only because be was my person,al friend in the House, but 
also because he belonged to the same profession to which I have the honour 
to belong. In the House he showed himself to be very proficient in sub- 
jects relating to law. I express my full sympathy with his bereaved 
family. 

As regards the other three Members, I express the same feelings of 
sympathy with their families. I did not kno^v personally Sir Basil 
Blackett, but from the records he left behind of his work in the Assembly, 
I can say he was a very hard w^orked Member and was a very able man. 
We are, therefore, sorr^^ to lose him. As regards the other two Members, 
I associate with what has fallen from the lips of other Honourable Mem- 
bers, and I would request the Chair to convey our sympathies to the 
berea^ ed families. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I have just to say one word, 
and, that is, I vush to associate myself entirely with what has fallen from 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, as regards the late 
Haji Abdulla llaji Qasim. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta (Chittagong and Eajshahi Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadaii Rural) : My Honourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, 
ha.s already spoken on behalf of the Congress-Nationalist Party, and, 
therefore, I should not be justified in speaking again for that Party, 
but, at the same time, I feel that I W'ould be failing in my duty if I did 
not say a word or two about Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary, coming as I 
do from Bengal. Sir, I had the pleasure and honour of working with him 
as a colleague in the Bengal Legislative Council in the pre-reform days. 
Whenever he took part in the debates of the House, the whole House 
listened to him with great attention and respect. He was a great leader 
of men, and, although I did not belong to the same school with him in 
polities, I had ihe highest respect for his character, for his courage of 
conviction and for his honesty of purpose. His death will certainly be 
a great loss to Bengal, and, for the matter of that, to India. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : It will l)e my 
mournful duly to convey the sense of loss of this House which has beeni 
expressed by the Leader of the House, the Leader of the Opposition and 
the other Honourable Members, to the bereaved members of the families 
of the deceased gentlemen. Sir Basil Blackett, Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadbi- 
kary, Lala P’'akir Chand and Haji Abdulla Haji Qasim. It has also 
been brought to my notice that another gentleman died recently who 
was a Member of this House, Mr. Sesha Ayyangar of Madras. At almost 
every Session, this House has to mourn the loss of some Member or other, 
and, on this occasion, we mourn the loss of no less than five gentlemen 
who were Members of this House at one time or another, including one 
sitting Member. 

I do not desire to add anything to what has already been said 
regarding Haji Abdulla Haji Qasim by the Honourable Members who 
knew' him. 

As regards Sir Basil Blackett, his distinguished career as an exponent 
of finance is w^ell-l nowm, and his unfortunate death at an age when he 
w'as still capable of rendering great ser\dees to his nation is mourned by 
every one who knew him or was acquainted with the work tliat he did. 

Sii; Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary I knew very well. He belonged to 
a distinguished family w’-hieh produced men who rendered considerable 
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public service in Bengal. Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary himself devoted 
his whole lifetime to public service in addition to the duties he had to 
discharge in his professional capacity, and, I am sure, his death will be 
specially mourned by Bengal. 

Laia Fakir Chand was a sitting Member, and, as lias been stated by 
the Leader ot the House, during the short lime he was a Member of lids 
House, he eommandeil the respect of the House b}" his iuoderaiiou, and, 
at the same time, by ibe frank manner in which he dealt witli ihe questions 
that caoie up here. 

As I said before, it wdil be my duty to coiiiinunieate r<) the bereaved 
members of iiie laiiiilies of these gentiemeu the sincere eoudoiences of this 
House. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEKS. 

Condition of PoTAXO-GROtvSEs in Sind. 

1. *Sir Ghidam Hussain Hidayatallah : Will Government be 
pleased to state : 

{a) if they have received a reprevSentation from the Sind Provincial 
Co-operative Bank, inviting attention to the condition of 
potato-growers in Sind, and praying for certain relief for 
this industry in that province ; and 
(h) if so, w'hat action they have taken or propose to take in the 
matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Muharomad Zafrullah Khan : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) Government were unable to agree to the proposals made by the 
Bank. . .* • 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Will the Honou)*able Member 
state the reasons ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The reason was 
that the request preferred by the bank was not found to he supported 
by the merits. 

Mr. Lalchand Havalrai : Has the Agricultural Depart ment in Sind 
taken any interest in potato-growing ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It is for the Agri- 
cultural Department in Sind to say. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Has the Honourable Member no information 
about that ? 

The Honoumble Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am afraid I have 
nothing to add to what I have stated. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : What are the reasons for not adding f 
(Laughter.) 

Construction of a Railway Line between Johi in the Dadu District 
AND .other Places in Sind. 

, 2. ^‘Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : WiE Government be 

pleased to stale : 

(a) if there is any project for the construction of a railway Line 
between Johi in the Dadu District in Sind and other places 
in Sind ; 
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(b) if so, whether that project is to be taken in hand and if so, 

when ; and 

(c) if the reply to part (a) be in the negative, whether Government 

are prepared to consider the advisability of such a project ! 

Mr. P. E. Eau : (a) No. 

(&) Does not arise. 

(c) This suggestion has already been examined and it iias been found 
that the project is not likely to be i’emnnorative. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; Does the Honourable Member remember 
having given us an assurance that, after the publication of the Stubbs 
Eeport, the people of Sind will be given an opportunity of expres^sing their 
views ? 

Mr. P. E. Eau : I do not remember that I gave an assurance about 
this particular case ; I thought it was the Bombay-Siiid connection. 
But the people of Sind have still an opportunity of having their say. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : To the Railway Board or to whom ? 

Mr. P, E. Eau : To the Government of India. 

Permits for Motor Transport between Dbhea Dun Railway Station 

AND MuSSOORIE. 

3. ^Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact tf.at in previous years permits to 
the agents of various motor agencies, to visit the Dehra Dun Railway 
Station at the time of trains, were granted for Ihe whole year ? 

(h) Is it a fact that this year the permits to such agents have been 
granted for one month only, and that one company has been given two' 
permits instead of one i 

(c) If the answer to part (b) be in the negative, will Government 
be pleased to state the reasons on account of which this change has been 
made and ])referent3al Irealmeiit given to one company f 

(cZ) It the answer to part (S) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state whether representations from olher companies, or 
individuals, have been received against the grant of this preferential treat- 
ment and offering to w^ork on the same teiins as those offered b^^ the 
Gwalior Mrhoi* Ti^ansport Company ? 

(e) Has it been brought to the notice of Government that the creation 
of monopoly for motor transport betvreen ihe Dehra Dun Railv/ay Station 
and Mussoorie will take av/ay the adva5ilaa:'"s of healthy comper^’on from 
the travelling public, and will be prejiidkial to the large number of 
agencies and individuals working in Dehra Dun and Mussoorie ? 

^ if) Are Government prepared to consider these suggestions and drop 
.the prop>osal of giving the monopoly or ‘ the most favoured treatment ’ to 
the Gwalior and Northern India Motor Transport Company ? 

(^) Has there been any correspondence regarding the grant of 
monopoly between Government and the Gwalior and Northern India 
Motor Transport Company ? 

(h) Tf the answer to part (g) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please lay that correspondence on the table of this House,? 

(i) If Government have decided upon the creation of monopoly, will 
they please state whether the right of such monopoly will be given by 
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iiivitmg tenders or some other method ? If the latter, will GoA^eriiment 
please state what that method is ? 

Mr. P. R Ran : (a) Yes. 

(h) and ic). The Agent, East Indian EKriihvay, states that as negotia- 
tions w’^cre in progress for the introduction of a eo-ordinated rail and 
road service betw'een Dehra Dim and Mussooiie, il considered 
advisable, fjending completion of the negotiations, to i'-sue nnaithly 
permits in.doad of yearly ones A seeoixd permit was given tcj e>ne 
Company througdi a misunderstanding and Avas witiidrawn itni ilays 
later. 

{(1) A re present at iun was received by the Administration iruiii one 
Compain . 

'.a; and if). There is no question of creating a monopoly. All that 
the East Indian Raihvay Administration did was to arrange -with one 
company fm* direct booking between Mussoorie and all railway stations. 
This w'as done with the approval of the Local Government and was intended 
to ]>roiiiot(^ ine convenience of passengers wdio wished to avail themselves 
of il. Tlie Raihvay Administration’s enquiries showed that there were no 
other concei'iis of sufficient standing' with whom they could consider entering 
into negotiations There is nothing in the piX)posed arrangement wdiieh 
precludes jiassengors; who do not wish to book througb, from availing 
themsehes of the services provided by other Transport Companies wiio wdll 
be gh^n similar facilitiels for parking their vehicles in the station area. 

(g) No. 

{h) Does not arise. 

(G As T have already explained, the Eailw^ay have not granted a 
monopoly nor arie they in a position to do so. 

Restrictions on the Import of Indian Goods into Italy. 

4, T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : {a) Will Government 

state wlietlicv they have been carrying on negotiations with the Gov^ern- 
ment of Italy with respect to the restrictions on the import of Indian 
goods into their country f 

(h) Are Government carrying on these negotiations diretlly or 
through Great Britain 

(c) Are Government awnre of the Anglo-Italian Pact, in which the 
Government of Italy have conceded that 80 per cent of the British goods 
will be allowed into Italy ? 

{(I) At W'hat stage are the negotiations betw^een the Indian Govern- 
ment and the Italian Government ^ 

(e) What are the results of the negotiations 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a), (5), (r/) and 
(a). When the Government of India learnt of the new import regime 
imposed in February last by the Government of Italy against imports 
of all origins into Italy, they made immediate representalions through 
His hlajesty’s Government asking that the restrictions thereby imposed 
should be relaxed so far as Indian goods wrere concerned, pending tlie 
completion of the negotiations for a trade agreement which ivere then 
under contemplation. It has not been possible to secure an assurance 
of the nature asked for from the Italian Government, but the Honour- 
able Member wdll see from the Monthly Accounts of Sea-borne Trade of 
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India that India’s expo^rt trj^de to Italy has not been seriously affected. 
The Government of India continue, however, to watch the situation and 
will lose no opportunity of making further representations when such 
can usefully be made. 

(c) Yes, Sir. 

Prof. N. Gt. Eanjfa : Through which officer of the Government of 
India have they made these representations to the Government of 
Italy f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The Commerce 

Department. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Ai*e negotiations going on between this Gov- 
eriiioenl and the Goveininenl of Italy, direct f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I should like to 
know wlicit the signihcance of ‘‘ direct ” is. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Direct means direct, and nut through Downing 
Si reel 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Not through 
Downing Street. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know at what stage negotiations are 
standing now at this moment so far as the Honourable Alember’s 
knowledge goes ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have already ex- 
plained in my reply that the negotiations are not proceeding, because 
the assurances asked for were not forthcoming from tbe Italian Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Has the matter been dropped smee the negotia- 
tions have failed and have the Government of India accepted the defeat ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The matter has 
not been dropped, but the negotiations are not for the moment pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr S, Satyamurti : At what stage, therefore, are the negotiations 
standing f In a state of suspended animation ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have already 
explfiined the situation. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Eefereiice has been made to a 
pending trade agreement with Italy : may I know wliat is that trade 
agreement 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have made no 
reference to a pending trade agreement with Italy. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : In the reply, tlicrcj is a reference 
to a p(3nding trade agreement. 

(No answer was given ) 

Imports prom India banned by Roumanta, 

5. ‘^'Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : {a) Will Government 
state whether they are aware that Romnania has banned al] im])orts from 
India 

(h) What is the cause of this ban ? 

(c) Have Government been negotiating with the Government of 
Roumania 
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(d) Wliat are the results of the iie^otiatioiLS 1 

(e) Jr, ease EoiUiiajiin dojK not to remove the ban on Indian 

goods., are Government prepared :o put i\ Nimllar bon on imports of 
Roumanian goods into India ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zifrullah Khau : (a) and (6)» 

Resij’ie lions were reeontlv irpmsed by the Roumanian Crovennnent on 
thf^ import of Tiidian goods into Romuenia under the impression tlmi the 
balance of trade between the two countries wms in favour of India. 

(o) and (d). On representations being made to the Roumanian 
OoTcxmmpni that the balance of trade was not in India’s favour that 
Government „havo «iime permitted the issue of import licences for goods 
coming jVoin India. 

(e) Does not arjse. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; On what basis are these licences for impoits 
issued 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Under these import 
licences, India is getting unrestricted exports into Roinnania. The 
question^ therefore, does not arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the meaning of this statement that 
licences are being issued f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Kban : Eoumania has 
introduced a system by which imports into Roumania from other countries 
must be made under import licences. Import licences had been refused 
in the ease of India except to a very small extent : but, on representations 
being made, Indian exports into Roumania have been permitted on the 
original basis. 

Countries with banned or restricted Imports mioM India. 

6. ’^Mr. T. S. AvinashiHngam Ohettiar : (a) Will Government 

state which countries liave either banned or restricted imports from India ? 

■ (h) What are the causes for such bans and restrictions f 

, (e) Have Government been negotiating with any of tin.se eouniries 
for the removal of these bans and restrictions ? 

(d) What are the results of these negotiations 

(o) In case these countries do not agree to remove these bans and 
restrictions on Indian goods, are Government prepared to restrict the 
imports of goods from those countries into India ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) Several 
foieigii countries have introduced restrictive measures against imports of 
various kinds from other countries. These measures are not directed 
specifically against India hut apply generally to all countries. The more 
important countries from the point of view of India's export trade which 
have ixiiposed such restrictions are Germany, Italy, Turkey and Iran. 

(&) The restrictions have, generally speaking, been imposed by those 
countries for the purpose of safeguarding their industrial and monetary 
interests. 
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(c^ Eepresentations have been made in respect of Indians trade rela- 
tions witli Italy, Turkey and Iran. 

{d) As regards Italy, I would invite the Honourable Member’s atten- 
tion to the reply given by me today to Ins starred question No. 4. Nego- 
tiations with regard to Turkey and Tran are still in progress. 

(e) The question is engaging the attention of the Government of 
India and such action as may be found necessary and desirable will be 
taken to safeguard India’s export trade uith the countries in question. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty : Is it a fact that the guiding 
principle of these restrictions is that India is not taking the exported 
articles from those countries 

The Honourable ^Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : India is buying 
exported articles from those countries 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty : In regard to the restrictions 
imposed by several foreign coiintrieKS, is it or is it not a fact that the 
guiding principle of these restrictions is that India is not buying their 
inanufaetiired goods ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have alreadv 
replied to that question . India is buying from them. 

Mr. S. Satyanmrti : Have Government examined the question 
whether the^^e bans and restrictions are due, wholly or partially, to the 
Ottawa preferences f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; Government are 
of the view that tiiat implication is not justified 

Mr. S. Satyamiirti : What are the reasons of the Government, and 
what is the expert advice on which Government have come to that 
conclusion ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government have 
taken no expert advice, but have examined the course of trade between 
those countries and India and have come to the conclusion that the 
pi*€sent state of affairs Is due to the difficulties of those countries them- 
selves with legard to their ti*ade and monetary position and is not due 
to ihe Ottawa Agreement. 

Mr. S. Satyamiirti : What is the reason as to why Government have 
come to the conciiision that, in spite of the Imperial Preference given 
to British and British Empire goods, as against these countries’ goods, 
still that preference has not been, m part at least, responsible for these 
bair; and restrictions ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That is a matter 
of opinion, but the examination of this question by the Government of 
India leads them to ihe conclusion that it is not due to the operation of 
Imperial Preferences. 

Dr. N. B. Khare : Is it not a fact that these bans were imposed 
only after the imposition of the Ottawa Agreement f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That involves a 
comparison of dates which Honourable Members can very well make 
for 'themselves. 
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Setii CJovind Das : Do novenikmeBt not think it proper to ImxQ this 
matter i^xamined with the help of expert advisers f 

The HoBOiirable Sir Muhammad EafruUah Khan : Goverimieiit 
always consider these <|uestions witli sneh advice as may be necessary 
with refereiiee to eaeli question as it arises. 

Prof, N. Gr Eanga : What is the percentage loss of export trade 
after all these restrictions were imposed ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am afraid 1 
could not say offhand. 

Mr. S Satyaniiirti : With reference to danse (e), may T know if 
the Government propose to take the ameliorative action which this ques- 
tion asks 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : As I have alread\' 
said, Government have the position under examination. With regard 
to some eoniitries, action has already been taken with regard to some, 
negotiations are going on , and, with regard to others, such action as 
will be justified will be taken when the time comes. 

Prof. M. G. Eanga : With regard to these represeiitaiions, Iia\e 
Government made them only through correspondence or have tliey 
sent any of their special representatives to cany on these negoilations 
with other countries ? 

The Honourable Sir Muha/mmad Zafrullah Khan : No special repre- 
sentatives have been sent to carry on these negotiations. 

Prof. M. G Ranga : Is it not a fact that eveiy other country sends 
representatives m similar circiimsianees to other countries ? And, if 
so, does it stand to reason that the Government of India should do the 
same ? 

Tile Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am not an are 
of that. 

Dr. T. S. S. Sajaii : May I know where the negotiations with 
Germany stand at present ? 

The Honourable Bh MiibaFimad Zafrullah Khan : I have not said 
that we are eanyiiig on any negotiations with Germany. 

Pandit La-kslniii Kaiita Maitra : May I luvjw whether these bant 
were imposed after the Ottawa Agreement 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have already 
replied to tliat 

Pandit Lakshnii Kanta Mairra : What ace those countries udiicii 
have imposed these bans and resiric lions with which the Govenimciit of 
India are not carrying on any negotiations at all ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ^ Zafrullah Ehan : That is perfectly 
clear from the replies that I have given. 

Mr T. S. AvinasMlingam Ohettiar : Why have no negotiations 
been opened with Germany, when negotiations are carried on with 
other countries ? 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafirillah Khan : Government con- 
sider that the stage has not yet arrived when it would be useful to open 
these negotiations with Germany. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : When do you think it will 
come f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I could not 
answer that question. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : I simply \v anted to know whether 
these bans were imposed as a matter of sequence after the conclusion 
of the Ottawa Agreement. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have answered 
that question already. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Have these countries imposed bans on 
other countries besides India 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Yes. 

Transfers of British Officers in the Eemount Department. 

7. *Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi : (a) Is it a fact that in the 
Eemount Department there are some British officers who have been posted 
to one station continuously for four years and more f 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state the names of those officers, 
ahd the reason why the officers have not been transferred after the period 
of four years ? Is not the posting of those officers at one place for such a 
long time against paragraph 36 of the Eegulations for the Army in India ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
under that Eegulation, all military troops* and officers are bound to be 
transferred from one station to another after the period of four years, and 
if so, why the Eemount Department does not comply with the Eegulation f 

(d) Do Government propose to take action under that Eegulation and 

transfer those officers who have been posted co one station for more than 
four years ? ’ 

(e) Is it a fact th.at there are several superior employees, such as 
head clerks, goclown -overseers, and A. F. Os. who have not been Iransferrecl 
from one place to another for more than twelve years ? 

Mr. G. E. P. Tottenham : (a) Yes, there are three. 

(b) t(» (e). The rule quoted by the Honourable Member applies to 
staid odiccrs only.* Triere are no definite rules to gorerriiig the postings 
oi depai^lmental personnel, but the Honourable Member can rest assured 
that the military authorities are fully aware of the dangers as well as the 
advantages of keeping their servants for considerable periods in one 
place. 

Eestriction of Imports into India. 

S. *^'‘Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : (a) Will Government 
state whether they are aw^are : 

(0 that the figures for exports and imports of India for the year 
1933 are 135 crores and 132 crores, respectively, and that the 
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figtiros for exports and imports for the year lfl34 are 149 
erores and 115 erores, respectively, and that the balances of 
trade in onr favour are only three crores and 3i crores 
respeciively for llie years 1933 and 1934 ; 

(H) that about 40 crores of rupees are being spent by the (ioveni- 
inent of India every year in England ; and 

{iu) that, besides these, there is an invisible drain from this country 
hj way of moneys sent by European officers and Irade con- 
cerns ? 

(b) Have Government made any attempts to stop this drain ! If so, 
what f 

(r) Are Government aware that countries similarly situated, are 
seeking to set right their balance of trade by restricting imports from 
other countries ? 

(d) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of restrict- 
ing iniport.s into this country ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) (-i). Yes. 

(ti) About 35 crores. 

(t'vi) A certain amount of money is remitted by European officers and 
trade f^oneerns but no reliable figures are available 

(b) It is true that at present the balance of trade in merehandise is 
not suffieiciit to meet items (?G and (Hi) above, and that a portion is met 
bv sales of gold I have explained fully to the House my vievs about 
the export of gold in my speech introducing the Budget for 1935-36 and 
in my reply to the general discussion on the Budget. 

(r^ and (d) I am aware that some countries have tried to right 
then* balance of trade by restricting imports, but there is ample evidence 
to shov that by doing .so they have increased their own difficulties a.s well 
che difficuilies of other countries I would invite the attention of the 
Honourable Member in this connection to the Review of World Traae, 
1934, published by the League of Nations, a copy of which is in the 
Libiai*} of the Legislature 

Mx. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Since the last Budget speech, 

12 Noon Honourable Member reviewed the position and 

fomul whether further export of gold is for the best 

interests of India 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; I am constantly reviewing the 
position. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Is the Honourable Member 
going to be of the same opinion until the last piece of gold is exported 
from India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I never said anything of the 

sort. 

Mr. T S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : What steps do Government 
propose to take to stop the further export of gold from India f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I have already answered that 
Ciuestion. 
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Mr. S. Sa-tyamnrti : May I know wlietlier the Honourable the 
Finance Member is considering the question of the reduction or aboli- 
tion of sterling loans, by raising loans here, so as to partially at least 
reduce the dram of wealth from this country ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 think it is safe to say that 
v/henever it is advantageoiis to do so, other things being equal, I should 
always prefer to raise money here rather than in London. 

Hr. S. Satyamurti : To pay oh: the sterling loans t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That can only be done on 
maturity and it is considered in connection with each individual 
maturity’. 

Money sent out op India and Moneys speist in England by the 
Goyeenment op India. 

9. "'Mr. T. S. AvinasMlingam Ohettiar : Will Government state ; 

{a) the anioiiiiis of money sent out of this country by 
European officers I'eceivmg salaries in this country during 
the years 1928-29 and 1934-35 , 

(5) the amounts of profits sent by British and other foreign com- 
panies trading in India, outside the country during the years 
1928-29 and 1934-35 ; and 

(c) the total amount of moneys spent by Government (including 
the Army expenditure, etc.) m England and other foreign 
countries during the years 1928-29 and 1934-35 ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) and (5). No reliable figures 
are available 

(r) Tile figures for expenditure in England for 1928-29 are given 
in the Finance and Bevenue Accounts for that year, copies of which are 
in the Library of the House. Final figures for 1934-35 are not yet avail- 
able. The revised estimate for that year is given in the budget papers 
cireuJated to the Honourable Members. The figures of expenditure in 
foreign coiintrif^s are not se])arately shown 

Mr. T. S AvinasMlingam Ohettiar : Can the Honourable Member 
give us ap])roximale figures : 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The Honourable Member had 
better refer to the documents I have mentioned. 

Mr. B. Das : With reference to part (b) of the question, if the 
Honourable Member does not know what amount of money foreign com- 
panies are sending out, how does he assess his income-tax on them f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think he should address that 
question to the representative of the Income-tax Department. 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I think the answer to that question is, we do not 
assess in India on the amount of income which persons export, hut on 
the total amount of their earnings 

Mr. B. Das : So no party escapes you. 

163JjAD 
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IHOEEASE IX THE ImP<^RT DuTIES OK PADHY AND ¥(nm StYFFS IMPORTED 

I'^EOM India into Ceylok. 

10. *Mr. T. S. AvimasMliiigam Gliettiar : (a) Are Goverimiexit 
aware : 

(i) that the Ceylon Government have recently increased the import 
duties on paddy and food stuffs, siicli as eggs, vegetables and 
ghee, imported from India into Ceylon ; and 

(n) whether copra from Ceylon is being given a preferential treat- 
ment in India ? 

(b) Have Government opened up any negotiations with a view tq 
getting preference for the import of Indian goods into Ceylon ^ 

(c) What is the result of the negotiations 

(d) Is it a fact that the Ceylon Government have refused to give 
preference to Indian articles, and if so, are Governmeiit prepared to con- 
sider the advisability of withdrawing the preference that is being given 
to copra from Ceylon ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) (0- 
Cejdon Government have recently, increased the import duties on certain 
food stuffs such as eggs, vegetables and ghee. There has been no increase 
in the duty on paddy. 

(h) Yes. 

ib) The Government of India have been in communication with the 
Government of Ceylon on the subject of the grant of preferences to 
Indian goods on import into Ceylon. 

(c) and (d). The negotiations have not yet been concluded. 

Prof. N. G, Ranga : With reference to the answer given to ])art 
(ii) of the question, are Government aw^are that there is a considerable 
amount of distress prevailing in Malabar and other parts of India as a 
result of the dumping of Ceylonese copra into this country f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Without admit- 
ting all the implications contained in the question, I can state that re- 
presentations have been received to that effect. 

Prof. N. Gr Ranga : Are the Government of India aware of the fact 
that the preferential treatment given to Ceylonese copra is also one of 
the contributory factors for the distress of copra growers in this 
country ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That may be 
true. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : In view of that position, are the Government of 
India prepared to review the position in regard to the preferential 
treatment given to Ce3donese copra ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : As I have said, 
the Government of India are in eommimieation wdth the Government 
of Ceylon. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : How long have the Government of India been 
in communication with the Ceylonese Government tins question ? 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrallah Khan : I cannot say that 
off hand. 

Prof. N. CJ. Eanga : Is it not a fact that, during the last Budget 
Session, we were told again and again that the Government of India 
were in communication with the Government of Ceylon, and yet how 
is it that nothing has been done so far ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : That is a con- 
clusion to be drawn the Honourable Member. 

Dr. T. S. S. Rajan : Are Government aware that dried fish from 
Malabar is liable to an import duty in Ceylon ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : I am afraid I 
could not answer that without notice. 

Commission of Enquiry to settle the Burma-Yunnan Frontier. 

11. T. S. AvinasHlingam Ohettiar : (a) Will Government 
state whether it is true that notes have been exchanged between the 
Chine'^e and the British Governments to appoint a Commission of Enquiry 
to settle the Burma-Yunnan frontier ? 

(h) Who will be the members of the Commission of Enquiry f 

(c) Will the Burman and the Indian Governments and the Legis- 
latures be consulted before a final conclusion is come to ! 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (a) and (&). Yes I invite the Honourable 
Member’s attention to the Press Communique published by the Govern- 
ment of India on the ISth July, 1935. 

(cl Both the Government of India and the Government of Burm.a 
have been consulted at all stages by Ilis Majesty’s Government. The 
Government of India are associated with the latter in an Agreement 
already reached with the Chinese Government by an Exchange of Notes, 
the texts of which have been published by the Government of India in 
their Press Communique, dated the 18th April, 1935, for the appointment 
of a Joint Boundary Commission with a Neutral Chairman, and will be 
consulted in regard to any points which may be left outstanding by the 
Commission and forming the subject of further negotiations with the 
Chinese G overnment . 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the answer to part (o) of the question 
— wuli the Burman and Indian Legislatures be consulted, before final 
conclusions are reached f 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I regret I have nothing to add to what I have 
already said. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : There is no answer to that. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) t The Honour- 
able Member said that he w^as not prepared to give any further infor- 
mation. 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I think I have already sufficiently answered 
this question. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : The Honourable Member has not answered my 
question. 

163LAD b2 
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IS^EUOi LAXl^KS Willi Aiir. riUM'E^ 1*\ KECIAUU i’U UlE lOMUM; FiaiBRAliON, 

12 '•‘Mr* T. S. AvinasMingam Chettiar ; {a) Will GoverniEttiii 
.4talB ^vhelliRr ixovemiimn aiv ciaT.Miig on an\ iH‘goiiaiiuii> wiih ilie 
Fnoces ill regard to the <*oiHi?ig FtHieraiioii 

(^6) If BO, what are the rosulhs of thoBe in^gutialiuiis . 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar: u/* Xot at piTr^eui. 

(()j Docs not arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamuxti : Have the Government of Liulia no inftnmaiiou 
about the visit of Mr. Moiiektoii who is carrying on iiegotiilums on 
behalf of Hyderabad and various other Indian JStales 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I am not prepared to answer 
that question. If the question Is. are we carrying on negoliatioiis, the 
answ'er is, no, wo are not carrying on any negotiations. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : I am asking whether the Go\eriuucni of India 
are aware that negotiations are being carried on, through Mr. Moiicktoji f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : We are not carrying on nego- 
tions through anybody, whether through Mr. Monekton or Mr. Poxton. 

Mr,. S Satyamurti : Hav( Hie Government of India any knowledge 
of the meeting of the Indian Prince^> in Bombay, to prebcni Bamiile 
Instruments of Accession to His Majesty's Government and ask for their 
opinion, and then decide whether or not to ,]oui the Federation ' 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar . t submit, feJir, tnat is not a 
supplementary question. The questson is whether we are eainying on 
any negotiations, and the repty is No " 

Dr, N. B. Khare : Have you finishel negotiations ' 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : You cannot flush a thing 
which is not begun 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai : Can the Honourable Member tell me if the 
Government of India have no knowledge of the fact that the Secretary 
of State has been carrying on these negotiations ' 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : If my Honourable friend is 
really eurious about it, I would ask him to put down a question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I think I should make myself clear. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : If the Honourable Member 
will put down a question, T shall try to answer it I have not come pre- 
pared to answer it now. 

Ml’ Sri Prakasa : Does the Honourable the Law Member' say that 
Government never began any negotiations with the Indian Pidnees on 
this point f Did the Honourable Member say that you cannot finish a 
thing that never began 1 I ask whether negotiations really never 
began ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar ; If my Honourable friend 
will look at the form of the question, he wdll see it is stated here 

whether Government are carrying on any negotiations with the 
Princes ", and the reply is, as I have said, there are no negotiations 
going on at present. 
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Mr. Sri Prakasa : i am referring to the Honourable Member's 
reply to the supplementary question that was asked. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour- 
able Member has said that no negotiations are being carried on. 

I-NJDiAN Army Cadets and Rbframtng- of the List of Martial Classes. 

13 ‘‘'MTc Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the views of the London Times correspondent, republished 
ill the Sind Observer of Karachi, dated the 17th April, 1935, under the 
heading " Praise for Indian Army Cadets ' ^ 

(b) Do Government propose to revise the policy of considering only 
some Indian castes to be fighting people f If so, do Government propose 
to reframe the list of martial classes in India ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. G. R. F, Tottenham : (a) Yes. 

(6) There is no list of ' martial ' classes. 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai : What is a I'act, Sir, whether, in practice, 
people arc taken from non-martial classes or from all classes ‘ 

Mr 6. E F. Tottenham : I have often answered that question in 
this House We recruit for the army those people whom we consider 
are likely to make the best sokVers 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Did the Honourable Member sajy 
that there is no scope in the army for non-martial classes ^ 

Mr. G E F. Tottenham : I did not say that. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra *. May I know if a revismn of the 
martial classes is made from time to time, and is there any revision list ? 

Mr G. E. F. Tottenham : Every now and then we stop recruiting 
from classes from whom we have recruited in the past. We do not 
revise the lisi of martial classes, because there is no such list. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Are the lists of particular martial 
classes revised or not, and at what intervals are they revised 

Mr G. E F Tottenham : T say there is no such list. According to 
our experience of the results we get, we may from time to t/me alter 
the classes we recruit from, but there is no fixed interval at which that 
is done, nor are there any rules on the subject. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : May I know when the revision was 
last made 

Mr G. R. F. Tottenham : There is no such revision. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Is there any discrimination about castes by birth, 
either for or against ? 

Mr. 6, R F. Tottenham : No. 

Captain Sardar Sher Muhammad Khan : Is there any list maintain- 
ed in the Army Headquarters of martial classes f 

Mr. G R F, Tottenham : There is no list of martial classes. I have 
said that about four times. 
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MOBIFliATIOX IX THF C’aKBWKLI. SymEM. 

14. ‘^Mr, Lalchaiid Navalrai : (a) Are GoTemmeiit aware tliat 
efiicers in hniia ?trt‘ mas <*mphatie in s<iyiiig that the Cardwell sy.'^teni 
luH Inwoine a taipe'iiou.- aiiaeiiruaiset in its present Idriii and that they 
ark for its ation 

ih) Do iiO\erninent propose t<f take any step in this direcnioo ? If 
so, what ' If not, why not 1 

Mr. G. E. F. Tottenham : la) and (&). No. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know if, when the selection takes 
place lor tiip Dehra Dun Academy, discrimination is being made between 
martial classes and non-inartial classes ^ 

Mr. G E. F Tottenham : That has nothing whateTer to do with the 
present question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : The first part of the question says that ofh- 
cers in India are now emphatic in saying that the Cardwell s^'stem has 
become a dangerous anachronism, and my querjr is whether this affects 
the recruitment to the Dehra Dun Academy or not. 

Mr. G E. F. Tottenham : The Cardwell system has nothing wliat- 
ever to do wdth the Indian Military Academy. 


Amendment of Section 61 of the Indian Income-tax Act. 


15. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state what steps they have taken towards amending section 61 of the 
Income-tax Act XI of 1922 by restricting the scope of the vseetion regard- 
ing rejiresprtation by persons on behalf of the assessees ? 

(h) Do Government remnuher that year before last when the Income- 
tax Act was being amended, the amendment of this section was under 
contemplation but Sir George Schuster the then Finance klember, kept 
it in abeyance for furtlnu consideration ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the wide scope of the seetion is doing 
a great disservice to the assessees and the public 

(d) What materials and opinions have Government collected since 
the last amendment of the Income-tax Act with respect to the amendment 
of this section ! Will Government he pleased to place them on the. 
table ? 

(e) When do Government propose to amend this section f 


Mr A. H. Lloyd : (a), (h) and (d). A clause proposing the amend- 
ment of section 61 of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, was included in 
the Bill which passed into law as the Indian Income-tax (Second Amend- 
ment) A.-t, ]930 Tte daiise was deleted by the Select Committee vith 
tp reeommendation that the various suggestions made in that Committee 
shonW be forther considered by Government and that definite proposals 
should be iormulated thereon and eirenlated for opinion before legislation 
was nnderlaken. The Government of India accepted this recommenda- 
tion and circulated revised proTiosals to Local Governments in April 1930 

and the Government of 

India after considering these opinions decided to leave the subject in 
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abeyance. Tlie correspondence on tMs circular reference amounts to 10ft 
printed foolscap pages and it would be inconvenient to place it on the table 
ol the House ; but I will, if desired, have a copy of the correspondence 
placed in the Library. 

(e) This is a matter upon which opinion is divided. 

(e) I am unable to make any statement in answer to this part of the 
question 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I am thankful to the Honourable Member 
for oh-ernig to keep a copy of the correspondence in the Library, but I 
should like to know from him, if the question is , still in abe,yaiice, when 
it is going to be decided 

Mr. A H. Lloyd : The question wuU be decided when it is called out 
of abeyance. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : When will it be called out of abeyance ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I am not able to say. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will it be in the near future or after ten 
years ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I am unable to say. 

ASSESSME^T OF INCOMES OF SMALL InCOME-TAX PAYERS IN SiND. 

16. '^Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state in how many cases in Sind the Income-tax officers in their respective 
district served notices under sub-clause (2) of section 22 of the Income-tax 
Act of 1922, in respect of the small income-tax payers under Es 2,000 
during the years 1933-34 and 1934-35 ^ 

(5) In how' many cases did the same Income-tax officers dispose of the 
cases of the small income-tax payers in each district in Sind by making 
summary assessment of incomes, during the aforesaid years ? 

(c) In how' many eases in the respective heats of the said Income-tax 
officers did the assessees apply for cancellation or revision of their asse.s.s- 
ments consequent on summary procedure, and in how many cases were 
they cancelled or revised to any extent ? 

(d) In how many eases did the assessees of such income-tax file 
a return of their ineouie under sub-section (5) of .section 22 of the Income- 
tax^ Act, and in how many cases viere such returns accepted wholly or 
partially f 

(e) How much time was usually given to the assessees of the_ afore- 
said small income-tax for payment of their income-tax after notices of 
demand were served on them ? 

(f) AVill Government be pleased to state if there happened any eases 
during "the aforesaid two years in Sind in each district where the escaped 
assessment of previous years was reasse.s.sed and collected « If so, in how' 
many eases ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : (a), (h), and the first parts of (c) and (d). A 
statement giving the required information is laid on the table. 
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(r) and (dh >>Mmd part. The infurinaticai a>keil f«a’ is intd on 
renml ami t^rald be compiled only at an expenditure of time and labour 
tiuil would not be justitied by the value o£ the results. 

(e) One moiitln 

(/) As regards the tirst part the answer is in the affirmative. As 
regards the second part, the answer is the same as that to the seeoiul parts 
of (e) and tV?). 


Sfitft/ncnf. 


ClK* LE 


Xo ot itotu'*'-: 
isMied tinder 
section 22 (2). 


Xo of cases dis- 
postsi of by mak- 
ing stimmai j 
assessments. 


Xo ol ca-os in 
u Inch assesst'CH 
applied for oan- 
ceilationor rc- 
viMOn. 


X'o nf . {s, H Hi 
•R Inch hUi h 
w*efa tiled ret n inn 
I of income under 
section 22 (2| 


1 ! 

2 


3 


4 


5 


'ill 

1933-34. U934-35 H933-34 .1934-3.). : 

1933-34. 

1934-35. ; 

1933-34.. 

1934-35. 

Karachi A Division | 

500 j 

042 j 

51 J 

43 i 

27 

29 J 

16 ; 

8 

I 

Karachi B Division . I 

i 

.312 I 

308 ! 

( 

1 

• i 





temporary Income-tax OfBcer| 

7061 1 1,555 1 

1,825 1 

1,554 1 

1,177 

' 1.032 

i.ios 

913 

Hyderabad 

752 

1,009 j 

, 015 ‘ 

[ ' 

212 ! 

241 

10 

24 i 

10 

Sukknr 

484 

806 

351 , 

143 j 

159 

j 93 

148 

83 

Shikarpur 

838 

682 

664 i 

j 

409 1 

408 

1 293 

345 

203 

Larkana 

1,106 

1,364 

306 j 

. 13 

205 

1 

249 , 

5 

Thar Parkar 

1,000 

787 

78 ' 

! 181 

1 

33 

1 34 

33 

34 

Total 

5,758 

7,273 

3,950 

2,555 

2,310 

i 1,501 

1 

j 2,137 

1.316 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know then that there were no cases 
where the escaped assessment of previous years was re-assessed and 
eoileeted, as stated in part (/) of the question ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd ; I said that the answer to the first part of that 
question was in the affirmative. 

Income debived prom Small Income-tax and Expenditure incurred in 

ITS Colmction in Sind. 

17. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will Government be pleased to 
state how much income was derived in Sind from the small income-tax 
under Bs. 2.000, during the years 1933-34 and 1934-35 and how much was 
the expenditure incurred by Government in recovering the same ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : A statement is laid on the table. 


1034r-35 


Statement 


Revenue. Expendituie* 

Rs. Rs, 

1,98,107 33,571 

1,70,474 33,380 
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Production op Books and Eegistehs by Income-tax Assessees in Sind 

AND Fixation op Minimum and Maximum Time Limit for the Payment 
op Income-tax. 

18. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that in Sind tbe Income-tax oflieers invariably issue 
orders under section 23, clause 2, requiring tbe assessees to produce tlieir 
books to support tlieir returns ? If so, why is that practice followed 
in every ease Ef not, will Government be pleased to state in how many 
cases in each district of Sind the respective Income-tax officers did not 
call for and examine books of accounts during the year 1934-35 ? 

(h) Is it a fact that often times the Income-tax Department requires 
the production of books and registers, winch are not maintained by the 
assessees, and the Income-tax officers make that failure an excuse to make 
filial assessment under section 23, clause 4, of the Income-tax Act ? If 
so, do Government propose to issue directions in order to checkmate such 
a procedure ? 

(c) Are there any orders of the Central Board of Revenue, fixing 
a reasonable time for payment of income-tax after a demand notice is 
served r If not, do Government propose to fix the minimum and the 
maximum time limit for making such payments f Is it a fact that there 
is no uniform system in all Income-tax offices ? 

Mr A. H. Lloyd : (a) The answer to the first part is in the negative. 
As regards llie last part, a statement giving the required information is 
laid on the table 

(5) The answer to the first part is in the negative. The second 
part does not arise 

(e) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. The second 
part, therefore, does not arise. With regard to the third part, the 
orders of the Central Board of Revenue to which I have referied are 
applicable to all income-tax offices. 


Statement. 


District. 

Total number 
of returns 
filed. 

No. of cases in 
which accounts 
were not called for. 

1. Karachi 

7,663 

2,732 

2. Hyderabad 

2,747 

298 

3. Sukkur 

1,338 

290 

4. Shikarpur 

2,524 

384 

5. Larkana 

1,431 

146 

6, Dadu 

857 

115 

7, Hawabsha 

740 

139 

8. Karachi and Thar Parkar Districts 

1,527 

40 

Total . . 

18,827 

4,144 
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Mr. Lalchaad Mavalrai : With rejrani to clause iai of the iiuesUon^ 
if 1 heard liu^ Hontnirable rdciuhcr ariulit, he said lliat the iiusuer mbs in 
the negative, that is to say, that lujoks uere not iiivariahl} seiii f«»r I\!ay 
1 tell him that when retu^^^ are gi^eii, the hooks ate hciiiu .'^eni for 
invariably i 

Mr. A. H Lloyd : I did not say tliat they were iie\er sent for, I said 
they were not invariably sent for. 

Mr. Lalcliand Mavalrai : What i want to know is this. Ls it *i i'aet 
or not that even when returns are given by respetdabh^ people and are 
verified, Ihiir books are sent for, and it is only in v<no rare (‘ast^s thai 
they are not sent for ? 

Mr. A. H IJoyd : Winn the llonourabie Member sees the sle!e« 
nieiiL whie i I will lay on the table, I think, he will see that the expies- 
sion '' vei’v rare eases is incorrect. It is, however, true that in many 
eases when a return has been submitted, the accounts are sent for 

Mr. Lalchand Mavalrai : If the Honourable Member has got figures 
for Sind, he will be in a position to know that what I am saying is 
correct. 

Mr. A, H. Lloyd : May 1 again suggest that the Honourable Mem- 
ber should see the statement that I am laying on the table which gives 
the figures ? 

'Teanstek of Cases feom one Income-tax Officee to another in the 

Bombay Presidency. 

19. Lalchand Mavalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if there have arisen any cases in the Bombay Presidency where 
assessees having been dissatisfied on account of prejudice or bias of the 
Income-tax officers, applied for transfer of their eases from one Income-tax 
officer to another ^ If so, how many such cases occurred in the Bombay 
Presidency during the last three years, and how were they disposed of 

(6) Is there any practice or orders, allowing transfer of cases on the 
aforesaid grounds f If so, what are they ^ If not, do Go%urnment pro- 
pose to make such orders ? 

Mr A. H. Lloyd : (a) Yes, but it is not possible to state the exact 
number of such cases as no record is kept. I undervstand, however, that 
theiv' were about half a dozen cases during the last three years and the 
request for transfer was not granted in any of them as it was found on 
enquiry not to be justifiable. 

(h) Yes, under section 5 (4) of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, 
a Commi‘=isioner of Income-tax is authorised to appoint Income-tax 
Officers to perform their functions in respect of such persons as he may 
direct 

Mr. Lalchand Mavalrai : Has the Honourable Member sent for those 
cases and satisfied himself ? 

m\ A. H. Lloyd : No, Sir. 

PEEFOEMANCE OF MaERIAGES BY THE PEOPLE OF SiND IN THE KhAIRPITB 

State to evade Prosecutions under the Child Marriage Restraint 

Act. 

20. *Mr. Lalchand Navakai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
-state if the Sarda Act (Restraint of Marriage Act) is being broken by 
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Indian British subjects by performing illegal marriages in the Indian 
States ? 

(b) Are Government aware that Sind people go to perform siioh 
marriages in ^ Khairpnr State ' and come back to Sind to live with 
impunity ! 

(c) If tlie answer to part (6) is in the affirmative, what steps do 
Goveriimeiit propose to take in this direction to stop such breaches of the 
Sarda Act being committed by people hopping over the British boundaries 
into the Indian States in India and into the neighbouring foreign States f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Government are aware that 
residents of British India have performed marriages, which if performed 
in British India would have been punishable under the Act in Indian States 
and elsewiiere outside British India. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The Honourable Member has already given notice of his inten- 
tion to mov(» for leave to introduce a Bill on the subject and Government 
will have an opportunit 3 " of stating their attitude in the matter when 
that Bill comes up for consideration. 

Mr. Lalehand Navalrai : If the Honourable Member means that this 
practice is to go on until that Bill is passed by the House, does he know 
thai it is causing injury to the public Why should not Indian States 
co-operate with us just as we are co-operating with them, and see that 
such marriages are not allowed to be performed ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : In a large number of States, 
there is an Act on the lines of, or similar to, the Sarda Act, and, as regards 
the other States, I do not see that Government lia.ve any ground for inter- 
fering 331 a matter of purely internal administration. 

Mr. Lalehand Navalrai : Will Government advise the Khairpnr Stale 
not to 3nake monej^ out of tins business by taking hundred rupees a 
mai'i’iage and allowing marriages to be performed there ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am very doubtful whether that 
is a question that ought to be asked under Eule 33, proviso (2). 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Ma^^ T ask whether Government propose them- 
selves to take aiw action to remove this evil ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Legislative action ^ 

Mr. N M Joshi : Y'es 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No, Sir. 

Mr. N M. Joshi : May I ask whether Government will publish a 
reuort regarding the extent of this evil ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I will consider that. 

Mr. B Das : Wil] Government prohibit such Indian States as do 
not observe the provisions of the Sarda Act, from joining the Federa- 
tion ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : That does not arise. 

Dr, T. S. S. Rajan ; Are Government aware that many Government 
servants are liable under the Act, and tlie^- escape it by going and per- 
rforming marriages in the Indian States near by ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : T am not aware of that, Sir. 
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Dr. G. V. Deshmtikh : ilay i know M-litniier tlu> (titv<'rtiincnt of 
India moan to tak? this Ac.t seriously ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; They take all Aets 

Prof. N. 6. Eanga : Will Government make repre.-st-iuai ito s lo 
the Indian Btates vhere these illegal marriages are being pin-formed ami 
sec that they are prevented ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; T have already answemi liiai. 

Dr. T. S. S. Rajan : Will Government take any notiee of the aeiom 
of their servants who violate the law by migrating into the KtateN umr 
by, if .such action was brought to the notice of the Government sT 
India T 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I think the Honourable lileniher 
is aware that under the Act criminal prosecutions can be lanneiu'il only 
on complaint by an interested person. 

Dr. T. S. S Rajan ; 'Will they take any departmental action : 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahini): Next question. 

Khewea Salt Mine Settlement. 

21. •'=Mr. Lalcband Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state when the Khewra Salt Mine settlement iias started .’ 

(h) What was the establishment all told at the beginning, and what 
is it now. and what is its cost ? 

(oj How miieh v-as the initial capital expense and how much has been 
spent since then on the buildings, mining and machinery ? 

(d) What is its recurring expense every year ? 

(e) What has been its produce of salt every year ? How much 
salt was sold and at what rate 

(f) Is It a profitable concern If not, why is it continued to lie 
run ? 

Mr. A H. Lloyd : (a) The administration of the Khewra salt mine 

was taken over by the British Government iii 1849 

ih) Government have no information as to what was the establish- 
ment in the beginning. A statement (A) showing the establishmi-nt and 
Its cost in 1934-35 is placed on the table 

{c) No information is available in regard to the initial capital ex- 
penditure, but the accounts of the Northern India Salt Revenue Deiiart- 
ment were commercialised on the 1st April, 1924, and capital expenditure 
on buildings, works, plant and machinery, roads, bridges and land at 
Khewra incurred up to that date amounted to Ris. 10,85,419-12-6. Expen- 
diture incurred subsequently up to 31st March, 1935, is Rs. 17,37,248-3-9. 

(d) Separate %ures for Khewra are available only from 1927-28. 
A_ statement (B) giving the recurring expenditure of the working of the 
mine and depot at Khewra is laid on the table. This excludes capital 
charges, interest and depreciation paid on the assets, pensionary charges, 

+L /li information is given in statement (C) which is placed on 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWEKS. 


29 


(/) Tile answer to the first part is in the affirmative , the second 
part does not arise. 

A 


Statement showing the establishment of the Northern hvlia Salt Revenue Department at 
Khewra daring 1934-36 and its cost. 


Designation. 

i 

Number- | 

Annual cost. 



Es. A. P. 

Oeneral Manager 

1 

16,600 0 0 

Assistant Commissioner 

2 

22,275 8 0 

Superintendents . . 

2 

9,420 9 0 

Superintending Engineer . . 

1 

11,898 6 0 

Assistant Surgeon 

1 

3,068 12 0 

Deputy Superintendent 

r 



Inspectois 

9 



Mine Overseers . . 

2 



Survey Coolies 

2 


18,611 12 0 

Tracers 

1 



Kotegasht 

1 



Electric Overseer 

1^ 



Clerks 

38 

40,211 6 0 

Construction Overseer 

1 

1,980 0 0 

Operators 

3 

889 0 0 

Power House Superintendent 

1 

2,232 9 0 

Inferior establishment 


19,898 7 0 

Storekeeper and Assistant Storekeeper 

2 

1,942 12 0 

Foremen 

1 

2,036 0 0 

Compounder 

1 



Dresser 


^ 3 

1,166 7 0 

Midwife 




Total 

1 

1,51,120 7 0 
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Preventim 


Beaignation. 


Kiiml)cr, Annua! cost. 


Superintendent . . 

1 

S60 0 0 

Deputy Superintendent 




Inspectors 

3 ^ 

>- 

9,366 15 0 

KotegasKt 




Inferior estabiislunent 

206 

45,627 14 0 

1 

Total 

•• 

56, 844 13 0 

Graot) Total 

•• 

2,06,965 4 0 


B. 

Statement showivg recurring expenditure at Khewra from 1927-28, 





Year. 




Expenditure* 

1927-28 







Rs. 

11,04,612 

1928-29 

.. 

•• 

. . 



.. 

10,11,373 

1929-30 

.. 






9,63,796 

1930-31 


•• 

.. 




9,55,979 

1931-32 


.. 

.. 




9,11,370 

1932-33 

•• 

•• 

.. 




8,77,289 

1933-34 

•• 

- 

.. 




8,98,525 

1934-35 

•• 

•• 


- 



7,34,436 
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c. 

Statement showing the salt piodiLced and sold at the Khewra Mine every year dunng the period 

from 1850^51 to 1934-35, 


Year. 


Quantity of 
salt 

produced. 

Quantity of 
salt 
sold. 

Sellmg 
price per 
maund. 

1 


2 

3 

4 



Maunds. 

Maunds. 

Rs. A. p. 

1850-51 . . 



4 , 64,624 


1851-52 . . 



3 , 98,415 


1852-53 . . 



5 , 81,991 


1853-54 . . 



6 , 46,590 


1854-55 . . 

• • 


7 , 51,236 


1855,56 . . 



7 , 21,189 


1856-57 . . 



6 , 55,499 


1867-58 . . 

* . 


6 , 62,592 


1858-59 . . 



7 , 21,181 


1859-80 * . 



7 , 57,016 


1860-61 . . 



9 , 16,106 


1861-62 . . 



7 , 50,491 


1862-63 .. 



7 , 35,136 


1863-64 . . 

. . 


8 , 29,123 


1864-65 . . 



8 , 85,330 


1865-66 . . 

. . 


8 , 92,333 


1866-67 . . 



9 , 72,417 


1867-67 . - 



9 , 46,863 


1868-69 . . 



9 , 63,480 


1869-70 . . 



11 , 35,969 


1870 - 71 1 

1871 - 72 j 

- 

•• 

•• 


1872-73 . . 


10 , 85,140 

10 , 08,140 


1873-74 . . 

. . 

12 , 43,500 

11 , 41,885 

0 1 0 

1974-75 . • 


10 , 40,755 

11 , 36,391 

0 10 


Remarks. 


5 


There is no separate 
information regarding the 
production of salt during 
these years, but in para- 
graph 86 on page 177 of 
the Annual Admimstra- 
tion Report of this De- 
partment for 1860-70 it 
IS mentioned that pro- 
duction in 20 years pre- 
vious to 1870 was a little 
over 154J lakhs of 
^ maunds. 


The information regard- 
ing the selling prices of 
these years is not avail- 
able 


* No definite information 
for these years is avail- 
able. 

Information regarding sell- 
ing price durmg this 
year not available. 



JLEOLSLATIVK A-^EMBLY. 


f‘iNi)SEi>. ia%. 


^^2 


Y'‘ ir. 

(^.Oiantitv -‘f 

Malt 

pn uinc*'Hl 

nf 

Mih ■ 

pn4H‘ !KT 

mainal. 

1 

2 

3 


4 



MaunO 

MioPiris. 

Ks 

A, 

w 

1875Y6 


10.03,152 

0 

1 

0 

1876-77 

12,03,072 

1M3,U23 

t) 

1 

0 

1877-78 

Jl,I7,S17 

U,S6,831 

0 

1 

0 

1878-70 . 

14,04,t>87 

13,04,392 

0 

1 

0 

1970-80 *. ^ 

1 

13,67,120 

13,28,212 

0 

1 

0 

1880-81 . ., ! 

12,05,065 ' 

12,73,767 

0 

I 

0 , 

1881-82 .. * 

17,78,267 1 

j 

12,00,017 

0 

1 

0 ; 

1882-83 

19,72,355 

13,98,283 

0 

0 

9 

1883-84 . 

14,44,512 ' 

13,32,064 

0 

0 

0 1 

1884-85 . . 

19,50,1-59 i 

1:^.88,313 

0 

0 

9 

1885-86 

11, O’}, 135 

! 

3 4,58,477 

0 

0 

9 1 

1886-87 

10,63,731 

J. 3,73,364 

0 

0 

9 i 

1887-88 . . 

11,52,298 1 

13,69,949 

0 

0 

9 ; 

1888-89 .. 

19,00,675 1 

17.46,566 i 

0 

0 

9 * 

1889-90 

14,37,091 

20,00,097 

1 

i 0 

I 

0 

^ 1 

1890-91 

20,49,782 

17,47,250 1 

0 

0 

9 ' 

1891-92 ‘ . . • . . 1 

19,95.627 

18,45,342 

« 

0 

^9 

1892-93 

18,02,348 

19,46,227 i 

i 

! ^ 

0 

9 1 

1893-94 . . 

18,3 9,233 

18,93,275 

0 

0 

9 

1894-95 . . 

17,19,269 

16,55,027 

0 

0 

9 

1895-96 . . 

18,82,229 

19,40 640 

0 

0 

9 

1896-97 . 

18,36,868 

18,40,229 

0 

0 

9 

1897-98 . , 

19.57,792 

19,75,769 

0 

0 

9 

1898-99 . . 

18,36,104 

20,21,712 

0 

0 

9 

1899-00 . . 

23,36,138 

21,21,743 

0 

0 

9 

1900-91 .. 

21,23,285 

21,75,463 

0 

0 

9 

1901-02 . , 

21,57,115 

21,57,468 

0 

0 

9 

1902-03 . . 

22,57,421 

22,86,446 ; 

0 

0 

9 

1903-04 . . 

20,83,149 

23,42,865 

0 

0 

9 
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Year. 

Quantity of 
salt 

produced. 

Quantity of 
salt 
sold. 

Selling 
price per 
maund. 

Remarks. 


1 

2 

3 


4 


5 



Maunds. 

Maunds. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 


1904-05 


25,40,002 

21,24,420 

0 

0 

9 


1906-06 

• • * • 

23,08,285 

24,57,665 

0 

1 

0 


1906-07 


23,97,59^ 

21,40,849 

0 

1 

'• 


1907-08 


23,73,197 

26,06,260 

0 

1 

0 


1908-09 


25,74,390 

27,38,998 

0 

1 

0 


1909-10 


29,52,002 

28,04,701 

0 

1 

0 


1910-11 


26,82,204 

28,38,786 

0 

1 

0 

Up to 30fch June 1910 and 
then Re. 0-1-1. 

1911-12 


31,49,797 

30,02,541 

0 

1 

1 


1912-18 


31,99,403 

30,79,106 

0 

1 

2 


1913-14 


34,27,928 

31,06,613 

0 

1 

2 


1914-15 


33,87,488 

37,65,134 

0 

1 

2 

Up to 31st October 1914 
and Re 0-1-6 from 1st 
November 1914. 

1916-16 


35,82,169 

35,73,288 

0 

1 

6 


1916-17 


39,54,616 

55,01,883 

0 

1 

6 


1917-18 


32,77,660 

32,52,746 

0 

1 

6 


1918-19 


41,89,859 

43,62,012 

0 

1 

6 


1919-20 


38,27,658 

1 

39,00,120 

0 

1 

6 

Up to 14th June 1919 and 
then Be. 0-2-0. 

1920-21 


36,02,330 

33,00,654 

0 

2 

0 

From 1st March 1921 the 
price was raised to 
Re. 0-3-0. 

1921-22 


30,29,792 

28,89,212 

0 

3 

0 


1922-23 


39,41,934 

38,40,329 

0 

3 

0 


1923-24 


13,28,608 

13,00,177 

0 

3 

0 


1924-26 


36,98,389 

38,54,328 

0 

3 

0 


1926-26 


20,14,260 

21,42,351 

0 

3 

0 


1926-27 


27,66,606 

28,41,606 

0 

3 

0 

Up to 19th February 1917 
and then Re. 0-3-6. 

1927-28 


26,95,776 

27,68,436 

0 

3 

6 


1928-29 


30,56,478 

30,81,818 

0 

3 

6 



u 


LEGISliATlVE ^VSSEMBLY. 


[2n-dSep. 1935. 


Year. 

; Quantity of 
Balt 

produced. 

Quantity of 
salt 
sold. 

Selling 
price |>er 
mauiid. 

Eemarka. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Maunds. 

Maunds, 

Es. A. P. 


1929-30 . . 

29.90 078 

20,92,600 

0 3 6 

Tp to i4tii; July 1929 ami 
then Re. 0-4-6. 

1030-31 . 

28,23.799 

27,56,619 

0 4 6 


1931-32 . . 

29,12,902 

29,08,104 

0 4 6 


1932-33 . . 

29,92,952 

29,91,760 

0 4 6 


1933-34 . . 

28,75,661 

29,06,531 

0 4 6 


1934-35 . . 

30,53,554 

30,12,838 

0 4 6 



JSf»B * — ^The selling price as shown in column 4 above excludes duty le’^ ied by Government. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know from the Honourable ^Member 
if this concern is very profitable or it makes only a small profit over and 
above the expenditure ? 

Mr. A. H, Lloyd : It is not the policy of Government to make large 
profits from their salt concerns. The general policy of Government is 
to sell salt at cost price. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : In view of the fact that the people round 
about this Khewra factory are suffering on account of the salt water 
going to their lands, will not the Government stop this concern altogether^ 
especially as they are not making large profits ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I do not think that question arises, though I do 
not admit the truth of the statement upon which it is based. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : The Honourable Member knows about it. 

Lapsing op Postal Cash Ceetietcates. 

22. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) "Will Government be pleased to 
state how many Postal Cash Certificates, and of what value, have lapsed 
to Government in all the Post Ofiees in Sind during the last ten years 
owing to the owners not having claimed the money after due date, prob- 
ably through ignorance ? 

(b) What steps were taken to trace out the owners in order to return 
the amounts to them after the due date ? 

(r) Will Government he pleased to lay on the table a statement show- 
ing the cause in each ease for appropriating the amounts of the Cash 
Certificates so lapsed ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; (a) and (c). As stated in the 
answers given by me on the 6th of August, 1934, to question No 402 by 
Bhai Parma Nand, and to a supplementary question by the Honourable 
Member himself, Post Of6ee Cash Certificates do not lapse to Govern- 
ment- 
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(6) Special notices were issued to investors throughout India, 
and as a result a number of outstanding cash certificates which have 
completed ten years have been discharged. 

Connection of Chittoor with a Trunk Telephone Line. 

23. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Are Government 
aware that in the Madras Presidency, Chittoor which is the headquarter^ 
of a District, is not connected with a trunk telephone line ? 

(&) Do Government propose to connect the same ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G Mitchell : (a) Yes. 

(Z)) There has been so far no demand from the public of Chittoor 
for a local telephone system and trunk facilities. The question is being 
investigated and if a suificient number of applications for telephones 
is received the facility will be provided. 

Grant of Concession Rates of Postage on Printed Marriage Invitation 

Cards. 

24. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : {a) Ai-e Government 
aware that during the fixed seasons in the year the middle of January 
to the middle of July) a large number of marriage invitation cards and 
letters are sent by post ? 

(5) Are Government aware that printed invitation letters sent in 
open covers as packet post are charged like book packets, i.e., nine pies 
per packet ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to give similar concession rates of 
postage for printed marriage invitation cards at half anna per card ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. BEtchell : (a) and (5). Yes. 

(c) No. 

Contemplated Creation of a Post of Assistant Director of Posts and 

Telegraphs and Retrenchment in the Posts and Telegraphs 

Department. 

25. ^Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Is it a fact that 
Government contemplate creating a po^ of Assistant Director of Posts 
and Telegraphs ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the necessity for creating 
such an office and its probable expenditure per annum ? 

(c) Has any retrenchment been effected in the personnel of the 
subordinate staff in the Posts and Telegraphs Department as a measure of 
economy, and was it effected in the year 1934-35 f 

(d) Is any retrenchment in the staff contemplated to be carried out 
during the year 1935-36 f 

(e) What are the probable savings expected per year owing to the 
proposed retrenchment ? 

The Honourable Mil D. G. Mitchell : (a) No. 
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(c) Yes. 

(d) The special retrenchment concessions have been withdrawn 
since the beginning of the present financial year and it is not under 
contemplation to effect any extensive retrenchment in the staff of the 
department during the year 1935-36. Increases or decreases in the num- 
ber of staff employed by the department in accordance with the varia- 
tions in the volume of traffic handled are normal features of the 
administration When a reduction in establishment has to be effected 
this is carried out as far as possible by utilising vacancies -whieh occur 
in the ordinary course by deaths, retirements, resignations or dismissals. 

(e) It is not possible to make any estitnate of the probable savings 
due to reduction in staff. 

Kebuction in the Price op Silver and Increase in the Balance op Trade 

IN FAVOUR OP India. 

26. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Are Government 
aware that the United States of America is steadily purchasing silver 
and the price of silver has gone up f 

{!)) Do Government propose to take any further steps to reduce the 
price of silver in India f 

(c) What is the balance of trade regarding private merchandise during 
the year 1934-35 ? 

(d) Do Government propose to take any steps, and if so what, to 
increase llie balance of trade in favour of India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; (a) I am aware that the United 
States of America have made considerable purchases of , silver and I am 
aware that there have been considerable fluctuations of price 

(h) The only recent action of Government which has had any con- 
ceivable connection with the price of silver was the reduction of the 
import duty in April. This was taken purely on revenue grounds. 

(c) The figures are given in the monthly Accounts relating to the 
Sea-Borne Trade and Navigation of British India for March, 1935, copies 
of which are in the Library of the House. 

(d) Government have taken and will take whatever steps are both 
practicable and economically sound to this end. But no substantial 
advance is possible uuless concerted action is taken by the principal 
countries of the world for currency stabilization and removal of trade 
restrictions. 

Mr. B. Das : Is the Honourable the Finance Member aware that the 
American policy of purchase of silver has increased the gambling pro- 
pensities of the Bombay bullion exchange market and has brought 
disaster to many brokers, and will Government give some subsidy to 
such brokers ? 
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Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Ik it a fact that large quanti- 
ties of silver were sold by Government and thus reduced the price of 

silver f 

Tlie Honourable Sir James Grigg : That does not arise. 

Control over the Agra Canal. 

^ 27. ^'Mr. Sham Lai : (a) Is it a fact that the Agra Canal has no 
claim to a share of the Jumna supplies and its existence has not been 
recognised by the Punjab Government ? If so, why ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Jumna supplies at Tajawala are under the 
control of the Punjab Government, and the Punjab Government take no 
interest m the irrigation of the Gurgaon District ? 

(c) Is ii a fact that the supplies in the Agra Canal are very irregular, 
as they are solely dependent on whether there is surplus water in the 
United Provinces Can^s f 

(d) Is it a fact that the Punjab Government collects the aliana 
from the Gurgaon cultivators on the Agra Canal, and credit it to the 
United Provinces, while the question of remission in case of crop failure 
is solel}^ coni rolled by the United Provinces Government ? What is the 
reason for this dual system ? 

(e) Is it a fact that water rates w^ere increased in the Agra Canal 
in the Gurgaon District (Punjab) and not in the United Provinces 
Districts in 1930 ? If so, why ? 

(/) Is it a fact that water rates charged on the main crops, cane, 
cotton and wheat on the Agra Canal in the Gurgaon District are higher 
than those charged in the United Provinces or on the Western Jumna 
Canal in the Punjab ? If so, why ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G Mitchell The mformaiion has been 
called for and a reply will be on the table of the House xU due 

course. 


Eeeresher Course at Kot Lakhfat. 

28, Sham Lai : (a) Is it a fact that Refresher Course at Kot 
Lakhpal does not result in forfeiture of one’s appointment, as per Agent, 
North Western Raihvay’s report, dated the 18th July, 1934 ? If so, will 
Government be pleased to state if the Commercial staff discharged in 1930 
on account of failing in Refresher Course will be recalled ? If so, when, 
and if not, why not ! 

(5) If they are treated as incompetent, do the local authorities make 
any ejffort to provide them with equivalent posts, as required by the 
North Western Railway subsidiary rule laid down in the North Western 
Railway Weekly Gazette No. 25 of the 23rd June, 1930, page 565 ? 

Mr. P. R. Eau : The Agent, North Western Railway, reports that 
failure to pass a refresher course in the case of permanent employees 
does not involve discharge. As regards the commercial staff discharged 
in 1930, the railway administration do not propose either to reeaU them or 
to provide them with equivalent posts as these men were temporary and 
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their retention was dependent on tlieir successfullj' passing the course in 
question. The subsidiary rule is, for the same reason, not applicable in 
their case. 


CiECULATioN OP Counterfeit Coins in Indi.v. 

29. “’•Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will G-overnment be pleased to 
state ivhether their attention has been dra-wn to a letter of the Karaeiii 
Indian Mereiiants’ Association, sent to the Secretary to the Goviniiueni 
of India, Finance Department, and published in the 8ind Ohiiryvcr of the 
6th April, 1935 under the heading ‘‘ Menace of Counterfeit Coins Ton 
many Bad Bupees ” ? 

(b) Arp GoTernment aware that, as stated in that letter, there is 
a widespread circulation of counterfeit rupees in India ] 

(c) Are Government by this time aware that people, particularly 
in the mofussil, are not inclined to accept rupees on account of the ivide 
circulation of counterfeit rupees ? 

_ (d) Is it a fact that the Banks, including the Imperial Bank of 
India, have on several occasions refused to accept rupees, which, liowever, 
have been certified as genuine by the Master of His Majesty’s Mint ? 

_ (e) Are Government aware that the trade and general public ex- 
perience great hardship and inconvenience on account of people refusing 
to accept rupees, as well as small coins, on account of their not being able 
to distinguish genuine coins from bad ones easily 1 

(/) AVhat steps have Government taken to eradicate this evil and to 
create confidence in the public currency ? 

ig) What steps have Government taken to revise the pattern of 
small nickel coins and silver rupees so as to make counterfeiting difficult ? 

(70 Have Government devised any method to unearth the source of 
counterfeit coins, and checkmate the same ? If go, with what result ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) Yes. 

(h) Government are aware that in recent years there has been an 
inerea,se in the circulation of counterfeit coins, but not to the extent that 
the Honouiable Member suggests. 

(c) anci (e). Government are not aware of any general disinclination 
on the part of the public to accept rupees 

(c7) There have been occasions on_ which the Banks have cut coins as 
count Cl ft it V hich later have been certified a’ genuine, but .such occasions 
have been rare 

(/) and (h). Vigorous action is being taken by the Central Intel- 
ligence Bureau in conjunction with the local Criminal Intelligence 
Departments and the Controller of the Currency Separate brandies of 
the Criminal Intelligence Department have been established in Sind and 
the Pun.iab and their concerted action has met with success, especially iii 
the Sukkur and Larkhana distri'ts Important captures have also been 
made recently in Bombay and, I understand, in Jodhpur State. 

(ff) None. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


m 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : With regard to the answer to clause {c), 
will tile Honourable Member, in view of the fact that in the mofassil,' 
nioney \\iiich^ is good tender is being refused on flimsy grounds, con- 
sider the advisability of issuing a communique urging people to accept 
coin which is utiierwise good coin ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : My recollection is that a short 
time ago we did issue a eomniumque about the Victoria coinage, which, 
1 underslaiid, is the coin chiefly concerned. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Is the Honourable Member in a position 
to tell me if people do not accept good coin as legal tender, -what is the 
penalty ! 

The Honourable Sir James Giigg You must give me notice of that 
question I am not a la-wyer 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai May I mforni the Honourable Member that 
I have communicated this question for the purpose of getting an answer, 
and 1 shall be thankful for getting an answer. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I will see that the Honourable 
Member gets an answer 

Dr. T. S. S Rajan : Will CTOvernment consider the advisability of 
issuing a eii'cular and publish it in all the newspapers of this country*- 
as to the methods by which good coins could be identified from bad 
ones f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg • If we knew all the processes by 
which bad coins were produced, they would not be produced. 

Dr. T. S. S. Rajan : Could you not mention the practical way 
whereby the ordinary man, the Villager, would be able to test for him- 
self and find out wfliieh is a good coin and which is a bad one ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I do not tliiiik they would find 
mucli dlfiieulty about that. 

Mr. B. Das : Is the Honourable the Finance Member aware thit 
the 1862 rupee coin is not allow^ed to be accepted as legal coin in Orissa 
and that the traders return it back ? And what is the reason why the 
1862 coin is not allowed to be accepted as a silver coin f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Did I understand the Honour- 
able Llember to nay that the 1862 coin is not accepted as legal tender f I 
Think that is a mistake. 

Mr. B, Das : But nobody accepts it in the market f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : It is precisely that kind of coin 
on which we issued a press communique. 

Prof. N, 6. Eanga ; Sir, the same evil prevails all over India, 
and will the Honourable Member be pleased to say what steps they 
are taking in other parts of India apart from Sind ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think the Honourable Member 
is a little exaggerating. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : I may say this particular evil prevails even in 
Simla, and there are several bad rupees. 
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The Honourable Sir Jamies Gidgg : There may be special considera- 
tions. 

Prof, N. G. Ranga : Will the Honourable Member accept those bad 
rupees and substitute new rupees ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : No. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Let the Honourable Member try 
them on the cinemas. (Laughter.) 

Abolition of the India Stobe Department in London. 

30. ^Sardar Sant Singh : (a) What is the annual expenditure on 
the Indian Stores Department f 

(h) What is the annual expenditure on the Stores Department in 
London f 

(c) Are these two departments run as parallel macluneries for the 
same purpose ? If so, vhy do Government maintain the two depart- 
ments ? 

(d) Do Government propose to close the Stores Department in London 
and make all purchases, even of articles of foreign oidgin, in India ? If 
not, why not ? Has there been a demand in India for the aboiilion of this 
department ? 

The Honourable Mr. D G Mitchell (//) and (/>). The Hoiioiir- 
ahle Member will find the information he requires in the animal adminis- 
tration Reports of the Indian Sttmes Deiiartment and the annual Reports 
on the work of the India Store Department, London, copies of which are 
available in the Library of the House. 

(c) I would invite the attention of the Honourable Member to 
pages 2395-97 of Volume VIII, No. 6, of the Legislative Assembly Debates, 
dated the 30tli August, 1934, which contain a speech on the sub jeer by 
the Honourable Sir Frank Noyce. The two departments are not parallel 
organisations ; they are to a great extent complementary, 

(d) Government are actively considering the possibility of amalga- 
mating the two departments. There has been a demand from >some quarters 
for the abolition of the London Store Department, but Government con- 
sider that so long as any of their requirements have to be met from 
abroad, it will be essential to maintain an organization in London for 
inspection during manufacture and before shipment. The question has 
been fully discussed in the speech to which I have just referred. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria : Have Government taken any step to re- 
duce the abnormal expenditure of the London Store Department ? 

The Honourable Mr, D G. Mitchell : Government do not admit that 
the expenditure of the London Store Department is aWormal. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government considered the question, not 
of abolishing this organization altogether, bnt of running it as a part of 
the Indian Stores Department ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. G. Mitchell : I have already stated that 
Government are actively considering the possibility of amalgamating the 
two Departments. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have they arrived at any conclusion ‘I 

The Honourable Mr. B. Gr. Mitchell : None yet. 

Pandit Nilakantha Bas .* May I ask if its function is confined to 
iiiSi)eclio 2 i only, — I mean the function of this London Branch ? 

The Honourable Mr, B. G. Mitchell : No j it undertakes purchase^ 
inspection and shipment. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria : Will Government put the London Store 
Department under the Chief Controller of Stores, Indian Stores Depart- 
ment, as one of its branch offices ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. G. Mtchell : I don't know, Sir. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria . When will Government take action ? 

The Honourable Mr D G. Mitchell : Government are considering 
the whole question. 

Mr S. SatyarTiurti : What are the total purchases, for the last year 
for which figures are available, of purchases made by this Department, 
and what is the expenditure for that year on this Department ^ 

The Honourable Mr D. G. Mitchell • I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reports which are in the Library of the House I regret 
I eannot give accurate figures off-hand 

Pandit Miakantha Bas * Does he not now accept tenders in London f 
Does not the London Branch make purchases by accepting tenders in 
London now ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. G. Mitchel : Yes. 

Mr. B. Das : Is the Honourable Member for Industries aware that 
wliile the London Stores Department is spending Rs. 25 lakhs on only 
purchasing articles worth one erore of rupees — while it was purchasing 
only four crores of rupees worth five years before — the Indian Stores 
Department in India was spending 21 lakhs and purchasing Rs. crores 
worth of articles a year ? (Hear, hear.) 

The Honourable Mr. D G. Mitchell : This is a question which has 
been thrashed oat in great detail before in the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee and other places, and the Honourable Member is already perfectly 
aware of the answer The answer is that the Stores Department in 
London does a great deal of important work for the Government of India 
other than mere purchase, and to assess the value of the two Departments 
by the amount of purchases made by them is entirely erroneous. 

Mr. S. Satyam.urti : What other precious work are they doing for 
the Government of India f 

The Honourable Mr. B. G. Mitchell : The inspection of all materials 
bought in England. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : I have not got the answer to my supple- 
mentary question : do they not make purchases there by accepting tenders? 
We have a rule that all foreign tenders should be accepted in India by 
the Indian Stores Deiiartraent. Y)o the foreign people give tenders in 
London ? 
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The Honoiirable Mr. D. G. Mtchell : The Ilonoiirable Alember will 
find the details of stores purchase procedure in the Stores Purchase Rules 
of which there is a copy in the Library. The Gi>YerBmeiil of fiulia 
adhere to the system of rupee tenders in India, but in certain special 
cases, which are explained in the Stores Purchase Rules, departures liave 
to be made and tenders called for in England. 

Mr. M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar • Who makes the inspections 

iTiili regard to the purchases of articles in England Does the London 
Department make inspections and carry out negotiations Avith regard to 
article>s purchased in countries other than England 


UNSTAERED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Dealing op Appeals against Discharge on the East Indian Railavaal 

1. Mr. Mixhaminad Azhar Ali : (a) Is it a fact that in the rules 
regulating the discharge and dismissal of State RaihA^ays non-gazetted 
Government servants, the Agent, East Indian Raihvay, viclf his Circular 
No. 508iA.E.-1795 of the 22nd January, 1930, has laid down that appeals 
against discharge will be finally dealt Avith as follows : 

(m?) ^ Divisional Supeiintendent or by a Deputy Chief Mecljaiiieal 

Engineer if the order of discharge was issued by a senior scale officer 
attached to his Division or Workshops as the case may be ” ? 

(6) Is it also a fact that the Circular referred to in pari (a) Avas 
published in the Weekly Gazette of the East Indian Railway 

(c) Will Government please state whether this rule is still in force ^ 

(d) If the ansAver to part (c) he in the affirmative, will Government 
please state whether : 

(i) the Divisional Superintendent is the final authority if he has 

not been consulted or in any way dealt Avith the case at any 
stage prior to the order of discharge by a senior scale officer ; 
and 

(ii) if he has already dealt Avith the ease before ordeiAs of discharge 

were passed, he is still the .final appellate authority to 
dispose of an appeal against discharge 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a), (h) and (c). Yes. 

(d) (^) Yes. 

(%i) No. Where the order of discharge has been passed or dealt with 
by the Divisional Superintendent xAersonally, the next appellate aulhoiuty 
is the Head of the Department ecneerned. The general rules recently 
issued hj Government provide for an appeal to the authority next ahoA^e 
ihat imposing the penalty, or to such higher authority as the Agent iiiay 
prescribe in resxAeet of railway servants under his control. 

Notification of the Rules regulating the Discharge and Dismissal 

OF State Railway Non-Gazetted Servants to the East Indian 

Railway Employees. 

2. Mr. Muhaininad Azliar Ali ; {a) Is it a fact that the rules 
framed by the Railway Board regulating the discharge and dismissal of 
State Raihvay non-gazetted servants were notified to the subordinate staff 
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on tlie PliNt hiclian Kailway tlirougli mi Appendix to the "Weekly Gazette 
under the eaption Manual of Hpeeidl Orders on matters of general 
knportanee eonin*riiiiig the staff. 1930 ? 

^ ij)) Is it, aLs(; a I'aet that m the Iteport by the Railway Board on 
Indian Railways for 1933-34. Volume I, Staff, Seeurity of Service, Gov- 
ernment ]ia\e stai(‘d (iiat cerlain modifications, and extensions have been 
notified to Railway Administraiions m connection with these rules ^ 

(fM Have tJiese modilications, extensions and regulations of tiie rules 
been eoinniiuucaied t() the subordinate staff on the Bast Indian Railway 
thronuii the Weekly Gazette as an addendum to the Manual of Special 
Orders on matters of general importance concerning the staff, 1930 1 If 
non wily and wdien are these likely to be notified to the staff ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) and (&). Ves. 

:p* • Tes The modifications were communicated to the subordinate 
staff through the Railway’s Gazette No separate amendmeni lias been 
issued to tlie l\ianual of special orders or matters of general importance 
vojicerniiig the slatf (1930) The preface to the manual In question 

stales that all orders ec^neerning the staff will be published in the Railtvay 
Gazette. 

Examinations in Establishment Duties passed by the Superintendents 
AND Assistant Suu^brintendents, Staff, on the East Indian Railw^ay, 

3. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : (a) Will Government please 
state what qualifying examinations in Establishment Rules and Procedure 
the Superintendents and Assistant Superintendents, Staff*, on the East 
Indian Railway, have passed ? 

(&) Do Government pi’opose Ri consider the advisability of removing 
ali such Superintendents and Assistant Superintendents who have uofc 
passed qualifying examinations in Establishment duties ^ If not, why 
not 

Mr. P, R. Rau : ((/) State railway officers are not required to pass 
•qualiHdng examinations in establishment rules and procedure. 

(h) No. The Government do not see that any useful purpose will 
be served by holding such examinations. 

Duties of the Deputy Agent (General), East Indian Railway. 

4. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : (a) Does the Deputy Agent 
(General), East Indian Railw^ay, deal with Establishment matters, appeals 
and cognate subjects governed by the Railway Services (Classification, 
Control and Appeal) Rules, the rules for the recruitment and training of 
the subordinate staff, the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules and allied 
manuals ? 

(h) Has the Deputy Agent (General), passed any qualifying examina- 
tions to prove that he has a sound knowledge of Government Rules and 
Regulations governing the conduct, discipline, appeal and allied matters 
relating to Government servants ? If not, are Government prepared to 
consider replacing him by a qualified officer trained by the Railway Board ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Yes. 

(6) The answer to both parts of the question is in the negative. 
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Posts of Tbansportatton Inspectors sanctioned by the East Indian 

Eailway. 

5. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : (a) With reference to the reply 
to starred question No. 201 of the 13th February, 1935, regarding posts 
of Transportation Inspectors sanctioned by the East Indian ilaihvay, 
will Government please state : 

(t) the names and designations of the officers who composed this 
Selection Board ; 

(n) the place and date on which the Selection Board examined 
candidates for these seven posts ; 

(Hi) the names and designations of the candidates considered by 
the Selection Board for these posts ; and 

(iv) the names of the candidates recommended by this Selection 
Board for these seven posts of Transportation Inspectors f 

(h) Did the Divisional Superintendents participate in this opera- 
tion ^ If so, in what manner ^ 

(c) Are these Inspectors required to perform combined duties of 
Transportation and Commercial or only Commercial duties ? 

(d) Did the Chief Commercial Manager participate in this opera- 
tion ^ If not, why not ? 

^ Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) The Agent, Bast Indian Railway, reports that 
a Selection Board consisting of Mr. W 11. Buniard, Chief Opei'ating 
Superintendent and Mr, H. A. Collet, Superintendent, Staff, met on the 
16th August, 1934, at the Head Office, Calcutta. In exercise of the discre- 
tion vested in them by Note 2 to paragraph 61 of the Rules for the Re« 3 ruitr 
ment and^ Training of Subordinate Staff on State-managed Railways, a 
copy of which is in the Library of the House, the Selection Board did not 
summon eandiclates for an interview. Ali senior grades of staff wilh the 
required experience^ were consiclered for promotion but no list oT the 
names ^ and designations of the individuals considered was retained. The 
following candidates were recommended by the Selection Board : 

1. Mr. J. A. Titman. 

2. Ml J A. Doran. 

3. Mr. G. H. Johans. 

4. Mr. E J. England. 

5 Mr. H. E Monk. 

6. Mr. I. B. Gantzar. 

7. Mr. T. A. Perrier. 

(5) Substantive promotions to the posts of Transportation and Com- 
mercial Inspectors are controlled by the Head Office. Divisional Superin- 
tendents participated to the extent that they were consulted. 

(c) Out of 44 Inspectors 38 are required to perform the combined 
duties of the Transportation and Commercial Branches. 

(d) No. The Administration considered that a Selection Board, com- 
prising the Chief Operating Superintendent and the Superintendent, Staff, 
was sufficient. 
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Service Conditions of the Bast Indian Railway Employees. 

6. Mr. MuhamniRd Azhar Ali : (a) Will Government please 
reconcile their reply to starred question No. 500 (d) of the 23rd February, 
1935, with Clause 2 of the Service Agreement which states : 

I furtlici agree to "be subject to immediate dismissal or suspension 
iMtliout pay for refusal of duty, disobedience of orders, absence without 
lejue, negligence or misconduct or any neglect of Government rules and 
orders applicable to my service 

and state wliat GoYernment rules relating to the procedure in cases of 
dismissal, removal, or reduction regulated the conduct and discipline of 
those employees Tvho were employed by Government from 1st January, 
1925 ^ 

(h) Will Government also reconcile their reply to starred question 
No. 500 (e) of the 23rd February, 1935, with the following statement in the" 
Eeport by the Eailway Board on Indian Eailways for 1924-25, Chapter I, 
General Administration : 

The Agent of the Eailway has been invested with the powers of an Agent 
of a State EailTPay ’’ 

and lay on the table of the House a copy of the document detailing the 
powers that were vested in the Agent of the East Indian Railway ? 

(c) Will Government please state whether the rules referred to in 
pari (a) were communicated to the staff ? If so, in what manner ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) If my Honourable friend will refer again to the 
reply Vvhich I gave to parts (c) to (e) of question No. 500 on the 23rd Feb- 
I'uary, 1935, he will find that those replies were given on the assumption 
that the questions related to the period before the Bast Indian Eailway was 
taken over by the State. Clauses 3 and 4 of the service agreement executed 
by employees make it clear that in regard to matters such as conduct and 
discipline, -Company employees who became State employees after the 
transfer to State (Control would be governed by Government rules. The 
latter are contained m paragraphs 287 to 302 of the State Eailway Open 
Line Code, Volume II, a copy of which is in the Library of the House. 

{])) J ]ia\e already explained the position m my reply to part {a) of 
tills question A eo])y" of the S'diedule of powers of an Agent of a Stale 
Raihfay is already in the Library of the House 

'(e) It was not the practice to supply copies of the State Railway Open 
Line Code to railway servants. The publication was available for sale to 
those who wished to purchase it. 

Eight op jIppeal to the High Coubt against the Decisions op the 

COMMISSIONEBS OP InCOMB-TAX. 

7. Bhai Parma Nand : Are Government prepared to amend the 
Income-tax Act, by giving a right of appeal to the High Court against the 
decision of the Commissioner of the Income-tax Department ? 

Mr. A H. Lloyd : The question whether any other authority than 
the officers of the Income-tax Department should be empowered to deter- 
mine questions of fact is one of the questions which are to be considered by 
the experts who are shortly to arrive in India. 
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Contribution by the East Indian Railway Permanent Stabt to the 

Provident Fund. 

8. Mr. Amarendra Nath. Chattopadhyaya : Will Government be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that peiinanent staff on the Bast Indian 
Railway are allowed to contribute to the Provident Fund Institute ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : Eligibility to become members of the State Rail- 
way Provident Fund and the East Indian Railway Provident Fund is 
goveimed by the State Railway Provident Fund Rules and the East Indian 
Railway Provident Fund Rules, respectively. Copies of both these are 
available in the Library. 

Promotion of Typists to the Clercial Cadre on the East Indian 

Railway. 

9. Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Is it a fact that 
the East Indian Railway Administration have imposed a condition on the 
typists that they cannot be promoted to the clerical cadre f 

(h) If the reply to part (a) be in the aflirmative, will Government 
please state the rules under which this restriction has been imposed by 
the East Indian Railw^ay Administration f 

(c) Are Government aware that typing is an additional qualification 
to enter into the service ? 

(d) Will Government please state the minimum qualification fixed 
by the East Indian Railway Administration for clerical appointments t 
If not, why not ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the typists of the East Indian Railway 
(executive) sulnnitted a memorial to the xigent as early as 9th July, 1934^ 
and that that memorial is still lying undisposed 1 If so, why f 

(/) Is it a fact that the claims of the typists, who are also qualified 
stenographers, are overlooked for promotion to a stenographer’s post, 
whenever vacancies occur, and outsiders are being appointed from time i(» 
time If so, why ? If not, will Government please state the reasons 
in the following eases where this actually happened : 

(i) Chief Commercial Manager’s office— Research Section — appoint- 

ment of Mr. Iyer ; 

(ii) Agents office — appointment of Mr. Brown, Deputy Agent 

(Works) — ^Mr. Gilbert’s stenographer ; and 

(m) Chief Mechanical Engineer’s office— appointment of a lady 
stenographer (Miss I. Tern-Duff) ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) Not necessarily. 

(d) Generally speaking the matriculation examination or its 
equivalent 

(e) The Agent reports that the appeal in question was >submitted bv 
the tpists employed in the ceniral typing section at headquarters and the 
decision to disband that section so materially changed the position in 
regard to the matters referred to in the appeal that no action wL called for 
and jt was accordingly filed. 
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(/•') The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative. 

As regards the particular instances given, the appointments were made 
by selection of the most suitable candidates. 

Non-Admission of Arya Sama.jists in the Army. 

10. Mr. GhansMam Singh Gupta : (a) Has the attention of Govern* 
ment been dirta^ed to a note published on page 12 of the AnatJu'aksha of 
Ajmer, dated the 28tli February, 1935, under the heading Arya Sarva 
Desluk Sablia Dhyan De f 

(b) Will Government please state how far the allegations made 
therein are correct ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Arya Sama^ists are refused admission in the 
Army ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Arya Samajists serving in the Army suffer on 
account of obstruction in following their faith f 

Mr. G. E. P, Tottenham : (a) Yes. 

(b) The allegations are not correct. 

(c) No. 

'd) No. Indian soldiers of every shade of religious opinion are free 
to eujTy out their religious duties in any way they like, so long as military 
efficiency is maintained and no offence is given to other communities. 

Locomotives on Class I Railways. 

11. Mr. V. V. Giri : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the number of locomotives of each type for each gauge now in stock on 
each of the Class I Railways and the percentage of each type in use daily 
on the average ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the average cost of repair 
and maintenance of the 59 locomotives on the Great Indian Peninsula and 
the North Western Railways proposed to be scrapped in 1936-37 without 
replacement ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the number of locomotives 
on each Railway used in 1934-35 though replaced by new ones ? 

Mr. P. R. Eau : (a) The available information on the subject will 
be found in statement 22, pages 136 to 139 of the Report by the Railway 
Board on Indian Railways, Volume II, of 1933-34. The information is not 
compiled for each type of locomotive. 

(b) I presume the Honourable Member desires to know what expendi- 
ture would be incurred in repairs and maintenance if the 59 locomotives 
were alloAved to run their normal life, and would be fully employed. 

In the case of the 29 North Western Railway locomotives it lias been 
estimated that the cost would be approximately 6^ lakhs. 

Regarding the 30 Great Indian Peninsula Railway locomoth/es tAvo 
have already exceeded their life limit and 20 more will be due condemna- 
tion in 1936-37. 
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The question of repairs to these engines, therefore, does not arise. The 
reinahiiii^^ eight ioeomotives would cost approximately four lakhs ]>cr 
anniiiD iii re^pairs and maintenance. 

In this connection 1 would refer the Honourable Member to pages 54 
and 6b of the Proceedings of the meeting of the Standing Finance Com- 
mittee for Radways, Yoliinie XII — No. 4. 

U') A statement giving the desired information is placed on the 
table. 


Statement showing number of locomoHues, by gauges, replaced but still ruuuinj on ca^k Olass I 

Raihvay at the end of the year 19Si~S5. 


Fo. 

1 

Eailway. 

2 


Number re- 
placed but 
still running. 

3 


6' Gauge. 




Bengal Nagpur 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India . . . . ^ 

f Steam 

^Electric 

’i 


Eastern Bengal 



East Indian . . 

Great Indian Peninsula 

^ Steam 
f Electric 

6 


Madras and Southern Mahratta . 

. . 

« . 


Nizam's State 

North Western . . . . . . . . 

p Steam 

Electric 

5 

1 

j 

South Indian . . 

5' 1" Gauge. 

’2 


Assam Bengal 


1 


Bengal North Western 


31 


Bombay, Baroda and Central India 


14 


Burma 




Eastern Bengal 




Jodhpur 


2 


Madras and Southern Mahratta . . 


18 


Nizam's State . . 




Rohilkund and Kumaon 

South Indian . . . . . . . . ^ ) 

1 ^ 

"Steam 

Electric 

1 

1 
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No. 

1 i 

Railway. 

2 

Number re- 
placed but 
still running. 

3 


2' 6" Gauge. 

Bengal Nagpur 

Bombay, Baroda anti Central India 

Eastern Bengal 

Great Indian Peninsula 

North Western 

South India !_ .... 

1 


Scrap Value on Condemned Locomotives, Coachino and Wagon Stock 

ON BACH Railway. 

12. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will G-overnment be pleased to state the 
scrap value realised every year on condemned locomotives, coaching and 
wagon stock on each Railway since 1931 and the respective difference 
between the book value and the actual scrap value of the condemned 
^tock 1 

Mr. P. R. Eau : The information is not readily available and Govern- 
ment consider that the lime and labour involved in collecting it is not 
likely to be justified by results. 

Depreciation Fund Rules op State Railways. 

13. Mr, V. V, Giri : Will Government be pleased to lay a state- 
ment on the table comparing the present Depreciation Fund Rules on 
Indian State-managed Railways with those obtaining on principal Rail- 
ways of foreign countries ^ 

Mr. P. E. Rau : The i-evised method of calculation of the deprecia- 
tion fund on the Indian State-managed Railways is explained in the 
memorandum printed at pages 46 and 47 of the Proceedings of the 
Meeting of the Standing Finance Committee for Railways held on the 
2nd February, 1935 (Volume XII — ^No 1). As regards the practice in 
other countries regarding depreciation fund, I have placed in the Library 
of the House a memorandum which furnishes the information available. 

Wagon Requirements op Indian Railways. 

14 Mr. V. V Giri : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
wbat firms in India are m a position to meet wagon requirements of 
Indian Railways and the capacity of each workshop to manufacture wagon 
under-frames in one full year f 

(6) Will Government be pleased to lay a statement on the table show- 
ing production statistics including amount of indigenous material usej, 

163LAD " 3> 
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the amount of Indian capital invested, the number of Indians in the 
directorate and the number of workers employed, in each of the wagon 
manufacturing firms in India ? 

Mr. P. E. Eau : {a) A statement showing the required information 
is attached. 

(5) Government have no information. 


Tile i olio wing firms in India are engaged m the nianntacture of wagons and 
undert lames : 

1. Messrs, the Indian Standard Wagon Company, Limited. 

Messrs. Jessop and Company, Limited. 

3. Messrs, Burn and Company, Limited. 

4. Messrs. Braithwaite and Company (India), Limited. 

The estimated annual potential outputs of wagons from the works of the above 


firms are : 

1. Messrs tho Indian Standard Wagon Company, Limited . 3,000 

2. Messrs. Jessop and Company, Limited . . . . 1,S00 

3. Messrs. Burn and Company, Limited . . . 1,800 

4. Messrs. Braithwaite and Company (India), Limited .. 1,800 


All the above firms can also manufacture underframes and for the purpose of 
estimates of potential outputs one Broad gauge underframe may be taken as 
equivalent to two wagons. 

In addition to the firms mentioned above, Messrs. Herman and Mohatta, Karachi, 
■can undertake the partial manufacture of wagons and their estimated annual output 
IS 300 wagons per annum. 


Capacity of the Tata Railway Workshops to manufacture Carriage 
AJSTD Wagon Under-Frames. 

15. Mr. V. V. Giri : W,ill Government be pleased to state the 
capacity of Tata Railway Worlcshops to manufacture carriage and wagon 
under -frames in a full year and the number of employees engaged in the 
works ? 

Mr. P. E. Eau : The maximum capacity of the Tatanagar W*orkshops 
is 550 I. R. S. Broad Gauge 8'-CK' Bogie under-frames per annum. The 
number of employees who would be engaged if the works were manu- 
facturing to full capacity would be between 900 and 1,000 depending 
upon the type of under-frames passing through the shops 

Equipment of Railway Workshops for manufacturing Carriage and 

Wagon Under-Frames. 

16. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state to what 
extent Railway workshops in India have necessary equipment for manii- 
lacturiiig carriage and wagon under-frames ? 
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Mr. P. E. Eaii : With the exception of the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Eaihvaj^ Workshops at Ajmer and the Tatanagar Workshops, 
no railway %vorkshops can be considered as completely equipped for this 
purpose. ^ They are intended for and are ordinarily fully employed upon 
the repair of rolling stock. 


Wagons ee-conditionbd on Indian Eailways. 

17. Mr. ¥. ¥. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state the 
number of wagons re-conditioned on Indian Eailways since 1926 obviating 
the necessity of replacement ? 

Mr. P. R, Ran : It has recently been found that certain types of 
wagons built some 20 to 30 years ago are structurally too weak to stand 
up to modern traffic conditions with the result that the cost of a periodical 
oveidiaul to such vehicles is considerably above the average ; and it 
became a question of either replacing them by new wagons, or spending 
a certain amount of money in sti'engthening the under-frames, renewing 
their floors and otherwise enabling them to run their normal life without 
costing more than the average to repair. One thousand wagons are 
now being re-eonditioned at Tatanagar. Wlien the actual cost of re-con- 
ditioning those wagons is known the Railway Board will, after taking 
into consideration the financial implications, decide what other similar 
wagons should be re-conditioned and what should be replaced 


Heavy Repair and Cost of Repair in Workshops per Unit of Rolling 

Stock. 

18. Mr. ¥. ¥. Giri : Will Government be pleased to lay a state- 
ment on the table showing the improvement every year in the number of 

per heavy repair, the frequency of heavy repair, the cost of repair 
in workshops per unit of rolling stock since 1925 ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Information regarding the number of staff per 
heavy repair is not readily available. Regarding the frequency of heavy 
repairs and cost thereof no information is available prior to 1928 for 
locomotive and 1929 for carriages and wagons ; nor is information 
available in the precise form asked for by the Honourable Member. 

Statements showing the average cost of a standard first class loco- 
motive repair and the average mileage run since last heavy repair on 
each of the Class I Railways for the months of April, 1928, and April, 
1934, and similar statements regarding carriages and wagons for the 
months of April, 1929, and April, 1934, have been however prepared and 
are laid on the table. 

I would add for my Honourable friend’s information that statement 
26 {I) in Volume II of the Annual Report by the Railway Board on 
Indian Railways contains information regarding the cost of repairs per 
equated engine mile of locomotives and per carriage and per wagon 
which may be of interest to him. 

1)2 
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Comparative abstract of Locomotive iVorkshop rcpaiis on Class I Railteays. 192S. 


Name of Railway. 


Average cost of a siaodard 
l&t cdass or unit repair 
durmg the previous three 
months 


Average iiuluner of miles 
run by engm.^'i despatched 
during the mcmtli utter 
undergoing hcuwy repairs 
(sin<*e last heavy repairs). 


! 

1 

Rs. 


( 

1 

April. 

April. 

6' — 6'' Gauge, i 

! 

1 


B. N, 

13,032 

99,659 

B. B. & C. I 

16,624 

60,984 

E.B. 

10,102 

56,179 

E. I. 

11,208 

85,305 

G. I. P. 

8,091 

60,166 

M. & S. M 

17,365 

84,845 

N. S. 

11,436 

N%I. 

N.W. 

18,328 

61,934 

S.L 

20,194 

39,007 

3' — 3|" Gauge. 



A. B. 

15,432 

198,605 

B.&N.W. .. 

14,559 

56,597 

B.B.&ai. .. 

21,125 

79,160 

Burma 

15,918 

119,440 

E. B. 

15,22.3 

71,336 

Jodhpur 

24,026 

107,890 

M. &S.M. .. 

14,301 

75,896 

N. S. 

18,819 

107,743 

R. <fe K. 

7,581 

69,130 

S. I. 

33,885 

89,193 

! 
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Comparat%ve absira*^^ af Locomofiie H udcshup )t /w^/.s ah Hma / Railways^ 1934 , 


Kame ol K<ulway. 


Gauge. 


Rs 


B. X. 

B. B. & e. I. 

E. B. 

E. 1. 

G. I. F. 

M. & S. M. . . 

NS. 

N. W. 

S.I 

: Y — 3 1" Gauge. 

A. B. 

B. & N. W . . 

B. B. & C. 1. . 

Burma 

E. B. 

Jodhpur 

M. & S. M. . . 

N. S. 

R. & K. 

S. I. 


Avt‘rau<‘ <‘o.>t ot a siamluid 
I st eia.ss or un I < it pan 

dunnix t)io prtMousS 

mouth;^ (In hiiudrels ) 


xA])iil 

11,8 
Id, 6 
10,6 
8,8 
11,0 
12,6 

17.1 

11.1 

9,9 

15.3 

8,0 

13,1 

11.7 
12,9 

8,6 

9.2 

12.4 

9.3 

14.7 


, Average miles run by all 
engines despatched smco 
h(‘ ng last repaired m 
1 mechanical wo 'kshopa. 

, (Tn thousands ) 


April 

69 

73 

63 

78 
73 
45 
94 
72 

72 

108 

61 

56 

88 

79 

66 

52 

73 

47 

65 



M LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [2nd BeP. 1935. 

Comparative abstract of Carriage and Wagon WorWiop repairs on Class I Jiailways. Passenger 

Varnagess 1929. 


1 

Name of Railway. 

1 

i 

i 

Average cost of repairs , 
per passenger carriage 
{in terms of 4-wheelers) 
during the previous 

3 months ’ 

I 

.1 

Average period in months 
passenger eamages des- 
patched ere m sci \ lee 
prior to undergoing 
lepairs. 


i 

Rs. j 

1 



April. j 

April. 

5' — 6" Gauge. 

! 


B. N. 

1,207 

19*4 

B. B. & a I 

1,090 

15 9 

E.B. 

276 

7*78 

E. L 

766 

12 2 

G. I. R 

1,046 

9*02 

M. & S. M 

832 

11 3 

N. S 

619 

11 8 

N. W. . . 

781 

14-2 

S. I. . . 

522 

24 5 

3'— Sr Gauge. 



A. B 

521 

13-5 

B.&N.W 

180 

26-6 

B.B. &ai 

511 

16 8 

Burma . . 

512 

26-7 

E. B, 

326 

13*8 

Jodhpur . . 

956 

16*0 

M.&S.M. 

269 

11-4 

N. S. 

769 

2*78 

R. &K. 

448 

17-0 

a I 

809 

41*2 
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Comparative abstract of Carriage and Wagon Workshop repairs mi Class IRailways Passenaer 

Garrtages, 1934. ‘ ^ 

Name of Railway. 

Average cost of repairs 
per passenger carriage 
(in terms of 4- wheelers) 
durmg the previous 

3 months. 

Average period in months 
passenger carnages des- 
patched were m service 
prior to undergomg 
repairs. 


Rs. 


5' — 6 ^ Gauge. 

April. 

April. 


Bengal Nagpur 

916 

10 9 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India . . 

712 

8 52 

Eastern Bengal 

942 

10 0 

East Indian 

741 

12 2 

Great Indian Peninsula 

752 

10*1 

Madras and Southern Mahratta 

834 

14-0 

Nizam’s State 

1,342 

21*6 

North Western 

697 

13-7 

South Indian 

630 

15-3 

Z' — 3|' Gauge. 



Assam Bengal 

630 

18*9 

Bengal and North Western . . 

207 

13 0 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India . 

563 

13-6 

Burma . 

453 1 

27 0 

Eastern Bengal 

328 

15-3 

Jodhpur . . 

524 

12-4 

Madras and Southern Mahratta 

360 

13*1 

Nizam’s State 

1,132 

21-2 

Rohilkund and Kumaon 

226 

19*4 

South Indian 

436 

28-0 
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Com^aralive abstract of Carriage and Wagon WorLsliop repairs on Class 1 JRailwags. 

W agona. 

1929. 


i Average cost of repaiis 


i 

Name of Railway. | 

per wagon (in terms 
of 4-wheeiers) durmg 
the previous 3 months. 

Average period m months 
wagons despatched vero in 
ser\ ice prior to 
undergoing repairs. 





Rs 


W— 

6" Gauge. 



April. 

April 

B. N. . . 


• 


279 

26*8 

B, B. & C. I. 


•• 


140 

24-2 

E. B. . . 




121 

22*5 

E. I. 




163 

24-3 

G. I. P. 




189 

23-0 

M. & S. M. 




288 

30 8 

N. S. . . 




316 

24*7 

N...W. .. 




59 

21 6 

S. I. 




122 

24*4 

3' 

— 3|' Gauge. 





A. B. . . 




130 

31-4 

B. & N. W. 




144 

43*6 

B. B. & C. 1. 




112 

45-6 

Burma . . 




392 

60*6 

E. B, . . 




133 

23-4 

Jodhpur . . 




139 

28*6 

M. &S. M, 

N. S. .. 




138 

n 

m 

131 

39*1 

24*0 

K&K 




127 

26-0 

S. 1. 


•• 


118 

39-0 
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Comparative abstract of Carriage and Wagon Worlslop repairs on Class I Railways. 

Wagons. 

1934. 


Name of Railway. 

1 

Average cost of repairs 
per wagon (m terms of 
4-wheelers) durmg the 
previous 3 months. 

f 

1 Average period in months 

1 wagons despatched were 
in service prior to 
undergoing repairs. 

5'-0" Gauge. 

Rs. 



April. 

April. 

B. N 

224 

34 5 

B. B. & C. I. 

176 

26*9 

E. B 

160 

27-2 

E. I.. 

241 

23-4 

G. I. P. 

220 

35-4 

M. & S. M. 

237 

28 7 

NT. S. 

394 

31*5 

N. W. . 

210 

30 8 

S.I 

212 

42 7 

3 '_ 3 |>^ Gauge. 



A. B 

162 

40-4 

B. &N.W 

122 

34 3 

B.B &C.I 

145 

39-6 

Burma . . 

1 

338 

40*0 

E. B. .. 

99 

28-9 

Jodhpur . . 

86 

29 6 

M. & S. M. 

127 

35-9 

N. S 

190 

39-8 

R. & K. 

40 

35*0 

S. I. 

119 

44-0 
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Recommendations of the State Railway 'Workshops Commitiee. 

19 . Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Goverumcnt be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the action so far taken on each of the rceoi.i 
mendalions of the State Railway Workshops Committee ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : A statement showing the action taken on the more 
important recommendations is attached. 


Major recommendations of the State Railway Workshops Ponmiffee. 
General. 


347 A wholehearted attempt must be 
made by all railways to adopt standard 
locomotive, carriage and wagon details. 

407 Improvements in the internal organi- 

408 sation of all mechanical workshops are 
& urgently called for. 

409 


415 Accepted life of a loco, boiler should be 
reduced from 25 to 17 years. 


423 An urgent need exists for the examma- 
to tion of the present system of store-keep- 
427 ing and the substitution by one more 
satisfactory. 

North Western Eailway. 

219 Proposals for extensions to the boiler 
shops and the iron foundry m Moghal- 
pura shops are not justified. 

220 Rawalpindi and Karachi locomotive 
& workshops are to be closed down entirely. 

221 A new 40 pit locomotive shop is to be laid 
down at Sukkur capable of extension to 
80. 


Standard locomotive carnage and wagon 
details have been adopted by all railways. 


Repairs are now scheduled in all State 
Railway Workshops. Production Engineers 
have also been appointed, and each shop has 
an organisation for the inspection, and gauging 
of work done in each shop. A Metallurgist 
has been appointed for the Moghalpura 
shops and is in charge of a laboratory where 
the inspection and testing of materials is 
carried out. 

A life of 17 years for locomotive boilers has 
been assumed for the purpose of forecasting 
their replacement but the actual condemna- 
tion of a boiler depends upon its condition. 

The system of store-keeping has smoe been 
revised on all railways. 


No extension to these shops has been made. 


Rawalpindi and Karachi locomotive shops 
have been closed down. A new locomotive 
shop at Sukkur has not been provided as 
owing to the improved out-turn from the 
Moghalpura shops there is no necessity for 
it. 


266 Karachi and Rawalpmdi are to be clos- 
ed down as carnage repair shops, the 
work being concentrated at Sukkur m an 
up to date shop capable of deahng with 
afi coaching stock previously repaired at 
smaller shops. 

Wagon repair shops to be provided at 
Rawalpmdi and Sukkur with covered ac- 
commodation for 60 wagons each and at 
Karachi for 100 wagons. 

420 The bonus system m the loco, shops at 
& Moghalpura is unsound and should be 
422 substituted by one more satisfactory. 


The carriage repair shops at Karachi and 
Rawalpindi have been closed down 


Wagon repair shops at Rawalpmdi and 
Karachi have not been provided as due to 
improved organisation the Moghalpura and 
Sukkur shops can deal with all requirements. 

Has been substituted by a piece work sys- 
tem. 
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North ^^"bstern Railway— - corifd!. 

425 The distribution of carnage and wagon 
stores now carried out in the workshops 
at ]\Ioghalpura should be discontinued, 
the work being done by the Stores Depart- 
ment. 

East Indian Railway. 

275 The capacity of Liliooah for wagon re- 
pairs should be increased by 50 per cent. 
Further in ci ease of a capacity of 300 
units should be distributed between Luck- 
now and Ondal. 

225 Recommendations regarding Lucknow 
227 and J amaipur Locomotive shops. 

314 

316 

to 

320 


353 Concentration of the building of as 
many of the lower class bogie vehicles 
for all railways as the shops can possibly 
undertake is recommended at Liliooah. 


Great Indian Peninsula Railway, 

236 A gradual transference should be effect- 
ed of all manufacturmg work from Parel 
to Jhansi. 

234 The remodelling of Jhansi shops must *1 

be expedited | 

286 Jhansi remodelling proposals for 96 f* 

units (carriage repairs) should be cur- I 
tailed J 

287 Wagon repair shops should be put down 
at Jhansi of 120 wagon capacity and at 
Bhusawal of 75 wagon capacity. 

326 New erectmg boiler and tender shops 
are necessary for Jhansi and a large area 
may be made available for auxiliary shops 
if the erectmg boiler and tender shops 
are removed from the present site. 

283 Coaching repair accommodation at 

& Matunga should be extended by com- 

284 mandeermg the steel workshop, also 
additional crane power provided. 

286 Covered wagon repair accommodation 
at Matunga should be increased from 72 
to 105 units. 


Has been done. 


Due to improved methods of working the 
outturn of wagons repaired per day from 
Liliooah has been so increased that the neces- 
sity for this recommendation did not arise. 


The recent earthquake at Jamalpur did 
extensive damage to the locomotive work- 
shops. As considerable re-building was 
necessary, advantage has been taken of the 
opportumty to brmg the whole shop lay-out 
up to modern standards Certam of the 
machmery which was m the Lucknow shops is 
being transferred to Jamalpur. Work will 
then be concentrated more at Jamalpur with 
consequent economy m production. 

Not accepted as it would have mvolved the 
dislocation of labour m other provmces and 
m the event of labour trouble there jeopardise 
the supply of lower class stock to all rail- 
ways. 


Transfer was completed some years ago. 
Jhansi is now a Carriage and Wagon repair 
workshop only 

Proposal was later abandoned. A minor 
re-modelling scheme to enable workshops to 
be more adequately employed as carriage and 
wagon repair shops has been sanctioned and is 
now in hand. 


All wagon repairs are now concentrated at 
Matunga and Jhansi. 


All locomotive repairs are now carried out 
at Pare]. 


With improved scheduling and programme 
schemes for carnage and wagon repairs the 
desired out-turn has been obtamed without 
puttmg the proposal into effect. 

When the present mmor remodelling of 
Jhansi shops is complete 85% of wagon repairs 
will be undertaken at Jhansi and there is no 
need for any additional covered accommo- 
dation at Matunga for the purpose. 
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KASTiniiN Bi \L Kailway. 
iSatdpur il'orl'i,hfips. 

24i Tile present Saidjmr shops must }>e 
retained and an up to date eiheient shop 
of about do pit ( apaeity should be built 


352 The lanlding of four-'vi heeled miscella- 
neous \ehicles, hoise-boxes, mot or- vans, 
etc., should be concentrated at Kanchra- 
paia. 

293 The existing repair shop aecommoda- 
tion for wagons should be doubled bring- 
ing the total capacity up to 120 


296 Saidpur Carnage and Wagon shops 
& must be rebuilt on modern Imcs, the size 

297 of the shop being the same as at present 
for coaching stock but wdth respect to 
wagons mertased to accommodate SO 
units. 


It has subsequently bten leprchcntwl that 
it will be moie econoinieai to cari}' out metre 
gauge wagon lepairs at Kanehiapaia and the 
matter is being mvestigated 

Not accepted foi icasoi'S similar to those 
given against para. 353. 


Owmg to improved methods of workmg^ a 
inmor extension to the shops has been found 
suflicient to deal with all necessaiy wagon 
repairs. 

Owing to financial stringency this matter 
has been postponed and is now under investi- 
gation. 


Safety of Indians in Abyssinia. 

20. Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : (a) Are GovernmerLt aware that 
there is a large Indian popnlation residing and doing business in 
Abyssinia ? 

(&) Have Government taken suitable steps to ensure their safety in 
the event of a break of war between Abyssinia and Italy ? If not, do 
Government prppose to do so ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (a)Yes : there are about 1,000 Indians in 
Abyssinia. 

(&) The Honourable Member is referred to the communique which 
appeared in the Press on the 23rd August, 1935. 


Question of granting Jurisdiction of Barwala Villages to the Limbdi 

State. 

21. Mr. N. V. Gadgil : (a) Will Government be pleased to state : 

(u) the stage at which the question of granting jurisdiction of 
Barwala villages to Limbdi State stand at present ; 

(h) whether the method of ascertaining the wishes of the inhabitants 
of the villages has been decided upon ; if so, what will be the 
method and the time when the said ascertaining of wishes 
will take place ^ 

Mir, J. G. Acheson : (a) The matter is still under consideration. 

(h) The reply to the first part of the question is in the negative and 
the second part does not arise. 
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Ceding of Jurisdjction over certain Tillages in Tjramgaon to the 

Patbi Durbar. 

22. Mr. N. ¥. Gadgil : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 

wlietlier it is a fact : 

(i) that the Darbar of Patdi in Viramgaon Taluka in Ahmedabad 
District in Bomba}^ Presidency has applied for ceding to 
them jurisdiction over lus 17 revenue villages in Viramgaon 
Taluka , 

\iii that me jieople of Patdi have sent to the Government their 
protest against this proposal and whether the said protest has 
been received by the Government of India 

(b) AYiiat is ihe state at which this matter stands at present f 

(c) Whether the wishes of the people of Patdi villages Will be con- 
sulted, before the matter is finally decided ? 

Mr, J. G. Acheson : (a) (i). Yes. 

(^^) Some protests have been received. 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 

(c) No decision to transfer the administration of the villages in 
question to the rule of the Patdi State will be taken without first ascer- 
taining the wishes of the inhabitants of the villages. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Information proynised in reply to starred question No. oS? asked by Mr. Sitakauta 
Mahapatra on the 14th August, 1934. 

Technical Institutions in Inbia. 

Slatemmt giving the Infonna^ion reqat cling Technical Institutions ii India"^ run o; aided 
by the Central Government. The information relates to the y^ars 10Sl-o2. 10o2-23 and 
imcii. 


Name ol institution 

Whether 

Government 

of 

India or 
aided 

Average 
annual ex- 
penditure 
or annuel 
grant -in- 
aid. 

Average 
annual 
numiicr of 
students 
suocess- 
tul 

x^veiage 

annual 

percentage 

of 

successful 

students 

provided 

with 

Government 

emjiioyment. 

Bombay 


Rs 



Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute, 
Bombay. 

Aided by 
G. 1. P 
Railway 
(Up to May 
1935). 

5,147 

16 

54 

Training Ship “ Bufferm ”, Bombay 

Government 
of India. 

2,34,375 

29t 

25 
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Average 

annual 


1 

Name of institution. 

Whether ' 
Government ' 
of 

India or 
aided. 

Average 
annual ex- 
penditure 
or annual 
grant-m- 
aid. 

Average 
annual 
number of 
students 
success- 
ful. 

percentage 

of 

successful 

students 

provided 

with 

Government 

employment. 

Bengal, 


Rs. 



Ordnance Technical School, Ishapore 

Government 
of India 

6,200 

5 

23 

Kanchrapaia Technical School 

Aided by 
E. B. Rail- 
way. 

45,974 

4 

28 

United Provinces 





Harcourt Butler Technological Insti- 
tute, Cawnpore. 

Aided 

20,000 

11 

7 

Government Technical School, Luck- 
now. 

Aided by 

E I. Rail- 
way. 

240 

96 

(attending). 

All V ere 
already in 
employ- 
ment. 

Government Technical School, Jhansi. 

Aided by 
G. I. P. 
Railway. 

31 

13 

20 

Bihar and Orissa, 





Technical School, Jamalpur 

Maintained 
by E. I. 
Railway. 

1,80,781 

i 

75 

40 Appren- 
tice 

Mechanics. 

60 Trade 
appren- 
tices. 

(100 Special 
Class Ap- 
prentices 
m 1933-34 
only). 

Indian School of Mines, Lhanbad. 

Government 
of India 

1,54,217 

12 Certifi- 
cate Ex- 
amination 
14 Diploma. 

4 

Mysore. 





Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore 

Aided 

1,50,000 

25 

26 


Technical and industrial institutions in centrally administered areas have not been 
included. 


t A further apprenticeship at sea is necessary to secure Second Mate’s Certificates : so 
far 20 ex-cadets have secured this. 
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Information fromised in reply to starred questions Xos. 1? and 18 ashed by 
Dr. Ziaaddin Ahmad on the 5th February, 1935. 

CONTKACTS FOR THE SUPPLY OP CooLIEB ON THE BaST InDIAN RaILWAY. 


No. 


17 Station Masters are responsible for arranging for coolies at the following stations : — 


Bandel. 

Sitarampur. 

Hazaribagh Road. 

Burdwan 

hladhupur 

Burhee 

Kaniganj. 

Giridih. 

Japla 

Kulti. 

Simultala. 

Sheikhpura. 

Barakar. 

Jherna 

Nawadah. 

Gomoh. 

Kodarma. 

Bermo. 

Kudra. 


(h) If the complaint is intended to be against a station master personally, it should be made 
to hLs superior officer. 

(c) Convenience. 

(d) There is no necessary analogy betw'een the two. 


Allegations against the Contractors op Coolies on the East Indian 

Kailway. 

No. 18 (d ). — The amount paid for loading andunloadmg goods at Moghalserai, Bareilly and 
Lucknow for the six months ending December 1934 was as follows . 

Es. A. P. 

hloghalserai . . . . . . . . . . . 4,045 9 0 

Bareilly . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,502 4 0 

Lucknow . . . . . . . . 5,023 4 0 

(Saharanpur station is 'worked by the North Western Railway). 


Mormatwn promised in reply to imstarred question No. 7 ashed by Mr. 
V. V. G%n on the 5ih February, 1935. 

Constitution and Working of Staff Committees on State Railways. 

Copies ot circulars, etc., describing the constitution and working of the various 
forms of StaR Committees on State-owned railways have been placed in the hbrary 
of the House. 

Information promised %n reply to starred quesUon No. 158, ashed hy Mr. F. F. 
Gin on the 12th February, 1935. 

Re-Employment of Retrenched Staff on State Railways. 

[a) The number of persons who have been re-employed after retrenchment in 1931 on the 
different State-owned Railways and the number of persons still on the waiting list is as follows . 



No. of persons 

No. of persons 


who have 

still borne 

Railways 

been re- em- 

on the wait- 

ployed after 
retrenchment 
in 1931 

mg list. 

North Western 

4,841 

1,263 

Assam Bengal 

416 

193 

Burma 

272 

774 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India 

1,399 

752 

South Indian . . 

1,064 

197 

Great Indian Peninsula 

5,014 

3,051 

Eastern Bengal 

6,50 

221 

Madras and Southern Mahratta . . 

152 

135 

Bengal Nagpur 

711 

201 

East Indian . , 

3,963 

3,759 
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(6) The number of persons appointed withouti previous railway experience on the different 
State-owned Railways is as follows • 


Ko. of persons 
appointed 
without 

Railways. previous rail- 

way 

experience, 

Northwestern .. .. .. .. . NtL 

Assam Bengal . . . . . . . . - . 1,880 

Burma . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Bombay, Bar od a and Central India .. .. .. 3,018 

*■ 

South Indian . . . . . . . . . . . (a) 

Great Indian Peninsula .. .. .. .. 1,356 

Eastern Bengal . . . . , . . . . 2,787 

Madras and Southern Mabratta . . . . . . 2,574 

Bengal Nagpur . . . . . . . . . . 199 

East Indian . . . . . . , . . . . 6,342 


Government are informed that outsiders have been employed by railway administrations 
in categories m which no suitable men were available from the waitmg list or in cases in which 
men did not accept emplojunent offered to them for one reason or other, 

r^'v" 

1 

InfonnaUon promised in reply to questions Xos. 173 and ]74 asJced by 31r, Ahmed 
Ebrahim Haroon Jaffer on the 12th February, 1933, 

Terms op the Oudh Bequest Administered by His Majesty’s Consulate, 

Baghdad. 

173. (a) The teims of the Oudh Bequest are given in treaty^ No. LXII, dated 
the 17tii August, 1825, printed on pages 161 — 164 of Aitchison's Treaties, Eengage- 
inents and Sanads, Volume II, 5th Edition (1929), winch is a priced publication. As 
regards the Oudh Bequest administered by His Ma.]esty^s Consul at Baghdad your 
attention is invited to Article 5 of the treaty 

(h) The information asked for is contained in the statement attached. 


Treaoty No. LXII. 

Agreement 'between Ris Majesty Aboo-ul-Mosujfvr Morzood Been Ghazee^ood-Deen 
Ryder S'hah, K'lng of Oude, and the British Government on account of a sum, 
vdhicli the former has given as a loan to tli^ Sonourable Company, settled by JSis 
Majesty on Ms part, and by M Eicl eits, Esq., Resident at the Court of the King 
of Oudo, on the part of the British Goveinmcni, m virtue of full powers vested 
in Mm by the Right Honourable Wilham Pitt, Lord Amherst, Governor-General 
m Council, etc., etc., 17 th August, 1825, 

Article 1 

His Majesty the King of Oude has given as a loan, for ever, to the Honourable 
Company, one crore of Rupees, the interest whereof being five lakhs of Rupees per 
annum, will be paid from the 1st of Mohurrum, 1241 Hegira, to the persons hereafter 
particularized, by monthly instalments ; and the interest of this sum will ahvays 
remain at five per cent, per annum though the Bntish Government may reduce their 
interest below or raise it above the aforesaid rate 


{a) Reports that no new recruitment has been made of categories of staff represented on the 
waiting list 


■‘‘Copy enclosed tor ready reference 
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Article 2, 

lliib loan lb nuMio iii por}>etmty , tla‘ ot slit* Kingdom oi Oiide shall 

litner liavo the power to take it haek, iioi siiau they e:!i.ei\'ise any iiiterierence with its 


AHicle S. 

The British Government guarantees that it will pay for ever the monthly sums 
lieieatter mentioued out oi the iiitciObt oi tor above loan, to the peisons set down in 
tins iiisirimieut, in ilie eurrent foin or t‘ie pm. e \\!i'.ie they may reside, without any 
cifdiu lion wnatevor 


Ayi,icle L 


The Honourable Company r . r lIio iionoiir of tim stipendiaries, 

vho Will be paid out of this fund, and it will be the protector of their possessions, 
such as houses and guldens (whether bestowed by the King of Oude, or purchased or built 
by themselves y tioin the naiuis of the -lU.ee : ’'d theL, f neinies , and m what- 
ever city or country they may be, their alloivanees will be paid to them theie 

Article a. 


This Agreement having been settled by His Majesty the King of Oude for him- 
self and by M Eicketts, Esq., Eesident at the Court of Lucknow, on the part of the 
Bntish Government , the Kesident at Lucknow* has deliveied one copy theieof m Persian 
and English, signed and sealed by him, to His Majesty the Kmg of Oude, fiom whom 
he lias received a counterpart, also duly executed by His Majesty. The Kesident engages 
to protmre and deliver to His Majesty the King of Oude a copy of the same, under 
the seal and signature of the Eight Hoiiouiabie the Governor Geneial in Council, when 
that executed by the Eesident w'lll be returned. 


Interest Mupees Five Lalclts per cuininn ly tiolar Ycais. 


I'welve months, at per month Eupees fonj-ouc thousand six hundred and sixty-six, 
ten annas, and eight English pie (E> 

To the persons attached to the new Imambaieh, called Imanibaieh Nujuf IJshruf, 
according to a separate detail, Eupees one thousand one hundred and thiity-seven, ten 
annas, and eight pie (Es. 1,137-lU-Sj. 


This sum wall be paid for ever to the person who will be appointed to the charge 
of the Imambareh through the King and its Amlali oi officers will be kept or discharged 
at the pleasure of the superintendent. 


Nabob Mobaruk Muhul, Eupees ten thousand (Es. 10,000). 

This allowance will be paid to the Begum Nabob Mobaruk Muhul during her 
jite-tTme and after her demise oiie-tliird of the allow'^anees will be paid to any person, 
or "for any purpose, she may will . the remaining two-thiida and whatever may be the 
saving of the one-third agreeably to the mil, which will be an addition to the two- 
thirds or m case of her not making a will, the whole allowance is to be divided into 
two ecmal parts, one-half to be given to the Nujuf Ushiaif, and the other half for 
Kerbiilla to the High Priest and Majaimrs, or persons who have its charge on the 
part of the said Kmg, that His Majesty might thereby derive its benefits. 

fSultan Marium Begum, Eupees tw^o thousand five hundred (Es. 2,500). 


To be given during the bfe-time of Sultan Marium Begum, as to Nabob Mobaruk 
Muhul, and after her death to be appropriated in the same manner. 

Moomtaz Mnhul, Eupees one thousand one hundred (1,100). 


As the foregoing. 

Surfraz Muhul, Eupees one thousand (Es. 1,000). 


Ditto. Ditto. Ditto. 

The servants and dependents of Surfraz Muhul, as per separate Est, Eupees nine 
hundred and twenty-nine (Es. 929). 

163LAD ® 



66 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEI^fBLY. 


[2nb Sep. 1936, 


To be paid m perpetuity as per separate statement The allowance of persons 
dying without heir, to be added to the sums for Ushruf and Kerbulla. 

Aabob Moatumniud-ood-Dowia Behauder, liiipees twenty thousand (Es. 20,000). 

This allowance is to be paid in perpetuity to the Nabob and his heirs. It will 
be paid m jierpctuitj after his demise, agreeably to his will, to his sons, daughters, 
and wives, and other dependents. If it happens that he makes no wall, in that case 
the aliow’anee is to be given to his lawful heirs,^ according to the laws of inheritance, 
111 (onlormity to the tenets of the Sheeas The allowainees which are assigned to Ms 
wife, one son, and a daughtei, from this fund, as specified below, are also to be 
continued in perpetuity separately, and wdiatevei the Nabob may bequeath to them 
out of the above allowance, is to be given to them m peipetiiity separately , and, 
in like manner, if a wall be not made, shares are to be given to these three persons 
fiom the Nabob allowance according to law. 

Nabob Begum, the wife of Nabob Moatummud-ood-Bowda, Kupees two thousand 
(Es. 2,000). 

This allowance is to be paid to her during her life-time, and after her death to 
be paid to her lawful heirs, in perpetuity, according to the law’s of inheritance, in con- 
foriUity to the tenets of the Sheeas. 

Nabob Aulecab Begum, the daughter of the said Nabob, Rupees one thousand 
(Ks. 1,000). 

According to the foregoing rule. 

Ameeii-ood-Dowla Behauder, son of the Nabob, Rupees two thousand (Rs. 2,000). 

Ditto Ditto. Ditto. 

at LuclcnoWj the 1st Molnurum, 1341 Hegim^ corresponding with the 17th Augvst, 

1835, 


MORDANT RICKETTS, 

Besident. 

AMHERST. 

J. H. HARRINGTON. 

W, B. BAYLEY. 

Ratified by the Right Honourable the Governor General in Council at Eort William 
in Bengal, the Thirtieth day of September, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Tw’enty- 
five A. D. 


GEO. SWINTON, 
Beeretmy to Government, 



Statement of account of Oudh Bequest administered by His Majesty^ s Gonsvd at Baghdad* 
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Teeims of Fateh Ullah Khan’s Zindia'ah Bequest. 

174. (a) A niemoraiKlum giving a (ieseription oi’ Pateii riiaii Kluiirjs Ziiuituih 
Bequest is enclosed. 

(b) The informaiion asked lor will be found in the statement ail ached. 


Anmaty of FatcJiiillah Kha)i, otheniisc Inowji as Zandiyah Bvipusi, 

111 the year 1822, while on a visit to India, a Persian prince named Fateliullali 
llhan, son of Lutf AJi Khan, expressed to the Biipreino Govoinment a aisli to deposit 
a certain sum m the Treasiii\, his object being to promde against the 
seqiiestiatioii or oxtoition ot a i>oxtion, at all events, of his foitiiiie in the event of las 
falling into disfavour in Ms own country. The Buxireme Govcinmenl vere dhqiosed 
to meet his wishes, and eventually, on January 24, 1824, he paid a sum of Bs. 4ts,000 
into the Treasury at Bombay, iissigning the amount uneondiiionally to the Honourable 
East India Company. In letuni the Company undertook, in a document of mMcIi 
a translation is annexed to this memorandum, to pay the sum of Bs. 2,100 yeaiiy, 
bemg interest at 6 per cent., to Patchullah Khan during' Ins lite-tinie, to ins mother 
and sister after his decease, and, on the death of these, to the Mujtahid of all ihe 
priests at the ‘ sacred tomb ^ (i.e., Karbala), for the use and benefit of pooi pilgrims 
and the indigent dw^ellers about the hallowed region 


Translation of a yoycr presented in the name of the Honourable ihe Governoi m 
Council at Bombay to His Highness Fimce FateJmllah Khan on the 2iih day of 
January, 1824, by way of receipt for certain monies dehreied by His Highness 
into the Honourable Company's Treaswiy 

Tins writing is to ceitify that an agreement has been made on the part of the 
Honourable Comxiany’s Government to pay yearly, and so long as their authority shall 
last, The sum of Rs. 2,400 Bombay rupees to His Highness the IMost Xobie and 
illustiious Prince Fatehullah Khan, etc., etc., and wdiereas this illustrious Priuce is 
without progeny and the number of Ms heirs is eondned to tvo, namely, his mother 
and his sister, the property and disposed of the above-mentioned yearly sum is hereby 
secured to Mm during Ms life time, with reversion after Mm to Ms mother and sister "; 
and on their deaths to the Mujtahid of all the Priests residing at the sacred loinb to 
be employed by him for the use and benefit of poor jiilgrims, and the indigent dwellers 
about that hallowed region. The above is w^ritten by way of document authorizing all 
the Agents of the Honourable Company residing in Persia, -whether at Baghdad, or 
at Bushire, or at Bussora, when they shall have perfectly compiohend its contents 
and the obj'ect with which this paper has been written, to pay the sum therein specified, 
year by year, and without any delay or evasion either to the Agent of the above-named 
illustrious Prince or to the Agents of His Highness’ mother and sister ; and after 
them, to the said Mooj'taMd as above-mentioned, on receiving a proper receipt from 
such person or persons It is necessary also briefly to notice that if by accident it 
should happen that the issue of any portion of the above-mentioned yearly payment 
should be stopped, interest shall he allowed by the Honourable Company’s Government 
at the rate of 6 per cent, from the date on which such issue ceased to be regularly 
made. 


(Sd.) WILLIAM SIMSOK, 

Ag, Persian Secretary to Government. 


True translation. 


(Sd.) WILLIAM SIMSOK, 

Ag, Persian Secretary to Governments 



tatement of accouiit of cmnmiy of Faiehullali Khan oiherwifie Tcnown m Zindivali 
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Information pronmed m reply to starred questions Nos. 19t:> and 199 ashxd by 
Lit lit. -Colonel Sir Henry Uidney on the 13th Fibritaty, 1935. 

Income-tax Oeficees in Bengal. 

19b. (t^) and (6). The ans^^ei is in the affirmative. 

{c) This apparently refers to the seheiue of re-or|^amsation to effect ^\as 

given troni ^iarch, 1927. The initial pa} of Income-tax Officers was from that dale 
fixed at Ks. aOO and not three but six olffi'ers weie ailo’^\eil to draw i>ay at thau ru'e 
with effiect from 1st Maicdi, 1927. Ten more oiliceis were allowed to draw pa} at 
this rate with effect from 1st February, 3928. 

(d) {%) and (ii). The rcpl} is in the affiiiuativc. 

{vi) In the ease of persons icciiiited to the Department ])ut not transiVired from 
the Provincial Bubordmate Beivice of the Local Govenmient, the designatioii of 
Assistant Income-tax Officer was continued till a officer was placed in 

ehorg(‘ of a district. In some cases, hov'ever, for special reasons Assistant income-tax 
Officers were vested wdth the poweis of an Income-lax Officer and placed in charge of 
Distiicts, but for departmental purposes weie still treated as Assistant Income-tax 
Officers 

(e) Winch three inirticular offieeis <ire intended is not milerstood Of the six 
officers who were allow’ed to draw pay at the late of Es dOd per montii as stated in 
reply to part (c), four who came ovei from the subordinate civil sernce w^ere 
designated Income-tax Offieeis from the date of their original appointment in this 
department. The last tivo of the batch of six irere designated Assistant Income-tax 
Officers up till the time they iverc placed in charge of districts The four referred 
to above passed their departmental examination before being placed in independent 
enarge of districts ; at the time the other tivo were placed in ehrage of districib, they 
had already passed in all subjects except the veinacnlar and they passed in these 
subjects later. 


Re-OeGAISTIZATION of the SuPERIUE StAIT of IDE Ik'CO]ML<>TAX Dep.aeitmext 

IN Bengal. 


199. (a), (h), (o) and (e). Yes. 

{(i) The reply is in the negative. The Givii List of Aprd, 1927, shoivs in all 
69 officers (Income-tax Officers and Assistant Inco ne-tax Officers; grouped logetlier 
and of these 32 officers w^ere holding charge of districts at that date. XTot all the 
Income-tax Officers and Assistant Income-tax Officers shown in the list were then 
conh lined. 

(/) The answnr is in the negative and the oruers legarding the re-oigaiiisation 
wore strictly adhered to. Those orders did not direct that full effect was to bo given 
to the scheme from the 1st March, 1927 j on the contrary they authorised the Ooin- 
missioner to give gradual effect to the scheme. 

{g) (i). The initial pay of these officers was fixed under Fundamental Euk 23 (h) 
in accordance with the orders of the Government of India. 

(?0 and Of the six officers mentioned in the reply to part (o) of question 

No. 198 the pay of three was fixed at Es. 500 from the 1st March, 1927. Their pay 
irmnediately prior to this date was Rs 450 and they were given advance increments 
of Ks. 50 with effect from the 5th August, 1927, as sanctioned by the Government of 
India. 

Qi ') All officers other than those referred to m the preceding part W’’ere not 
brought on to the new scale immediately and this was done with the approval of the 
Government of India. 

(7), (7) and (n). The answer is in the affirmative. 

{%%%) On a reference to the Civil List it is found that the increment of one 
Income-tax Officer is drawn from the 2nd of June and it is possible that this officer 
was transferred to the new scale with effect from the 2nd of June, 1928. If the 
Honourable Member gives the name of the officer or officers concerned, the matter can 
be traced. 



hTATEMENTS LAID OIT THE TABLE. 


71 


{^j ) Kt*preht‘iitatioiis made by certain ofiiecrt} some of 'vviiom were drawing 

more lii.tH Its ulten t**e it <og.ujiis;i turn tadeis eium* into loice and some of whom 
TAeie diu'^\Hig lex''. To the lormei the. C'ommissioner replied that then initial pay 
in the mos s< ale i^uiiid b< sived umlei u>r Jti ijj) or tht' I uiolmnemal liiiles under which 
BO would accrue to them except that contemplated by that riilt' aud to the 

iattt'r h«' rep^i^‘'^ a]>poinied to a new nme-seaie of pay the ques- 

tion <4 e\e‘em!iig option umlei Fuuduinentai Hide dh did not arise. 

^ i he (|uest.ioii does not arise as the orders lej^aiding ie-oio.iiusalmu wcie fully 

obyer\ed 

(/) 'this tpiestion also does not arise, as the orders of the Government were fully 
eonipiie«l with. 


Lnfoi'iHUtwi^ j/rornhsed iv reply to starred question No. 296 asked by Mr. KM. 
Gauhu, oM the ISOi February, 1935. 

Sah\FF Abe A Coi'xoils fokmel ok the Nohth Westerk Bail way, 

(a; Tiiere are at pieseiu Mb Aieas 8taH Councils on the Moitli Western ilaihvay 
intiodiiced with a vitw\ to pi ovule stall both literate and illiteiatej through then 
ehtted lepri'sentatives with a means to discuss staff attaiis and welfare ques- 
tions. 

(/F The Agent, Kortli ^Vestcrn Hailway, leports that no leeord has been maai- 
tained and that the eouipilation of the lufoimatiou would entail a great deal of 
luboiii not commensurate wuth the results to be obtained. 

(c) Tlie Agent, Xoitii Western Haiiwmy, iurtliei uports that glass tmnbleis 
are supplied to senior subordinates wnthout racial diserimmation. The request made 
bv the Headquarters Area Stall Council was considered but it vms not accepted as 
there are w’atermen employed m the headquarter’s olhce, who have orders to supply 
drjnJking water to the stall 

(d) The Agent, Koith Western Hadwav, leports that only one Member of the 
Headquaiters Area Btah Council resigned giving as his leason his inability to con- 
tinue as a member and that this information in regard to other Area Stalf Gouneils 
IS not available in his office 

(e^ and (/) Goveimneiit understand that Ibc Aieas Staff Councils provule the 
staff ^ both literate and illiterate through their elected representatives, with a nmans 
to dis(‘uss statt affairs and ivolfare question and that the vosolutioiis 
Councils are given due eonsideralion heforo doeisioiis are reachocl and that g 

by the extensive use made of this mnchiiierj' it is much appreciated by the staff. 
Government are, therefore, not prepared to aeeopt the suggestion contained in t o 
Honourable Member’s question that any money is wasted in maintaining this 
machinery. . 

Information jwonnml m reply to parts (b) to (e) cj .•^larrt d CjV.eshon po. 308 
ash'd by Mr. LalcUnd Navalra^ on the 18th Febniary, 1030. 

Alteration in the Date of Birth of Literate Staff on the North 

Western Railway. 

308. (h) The Agent, North Western Railway, reports that since 1031 the pro- 
cedure 111 connection with the alterations in the daces of birth 


rp in coiinectioii witn tiie aiierations m lue . . ,3 

staff has b^n that applications for alteration in the date of birth are mvef^ted 
by examining the records and by interviewing the men concerned with a refeienoe 
to the Medical Officer in case of doubt 

(c) The procedure hitherto did not provide foi alterations in the case of literate 

staff of over five years' service 

(d) and (c) As the procedure followed on the North A^stem Railway was not 

strictly in acco4anee with the intentions of the Railway Board as stated in the 
fenlv given by the Chief Commissioner of Railways referred to in the question the 
AgeL ^Northwestern Railway, has been mstructed to modify the “ 

to admit of each case being dealt with on its merits in accordance mrh the polity 

of the Railway Boaid 
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InforitMtioii 2 )roitt.imI m nphj to starred question No. 341 asked by Khan 8ahh 
ShiiUi Fazl-i-Haij Pirarha on the 20th February, 193-5. 

CONSIJDEKATIOX OF THE CLAIMS OF GUAEDS OF THE EaWALPINDI DIVISION 
WHO FAIUJO IN THE NiGHT ViSION TeST. 

TIiti Agent, Aurtli Western Kaiiway, leports as follows : 

(a ) Tj»* <iiit <\s and the tunelioiu of tne Cential Labour Exeliange^ Moghalpura^ 
obtained in 1931 aie eoiitamed in the attached Memorandum. Since then 
the work of absoibiug surplus stalt has also been placed undci the tuntroi of that 

(b) and {tn, Stait dendaied medically untit for employment in their own 
catcgoiM, , but euiihideied fit for employment in other classes in wliieh at the moment 
no sUiiabh* appoint]iu‘nt can be found, are con&ideied eligible foi leave due pre- 
pcawu’v to retiremtnl Employees who are gianted such leave may, if suitable 
appoiii' 'ut - c.a 1 be iound ioi them while they aic on leave, be recalled and put 

back U) wo*'k ai those a[)poiiiimeiiis ni adidinioii to tins, ordeu have lately been 

issued Unit i *eii a /for uie (xpi.atun of leave x)iiidmg letiioment such stalf should 

be <misidepal to liave a prior claim befoie outsideis foi any suitable employment 

which may become available 

(i ( and (//) Responsibility for attempting to fuul employment for Giiaids who 
ha’^a failed in niglit vision lests primaiily with the Divisions, twho register their 
name^, sendnig a cop\ for information to the Centiai Labour Exchange It has been 
lour a pos^ibh^ during the last tevo years to piovide alternative employment for such 
Cruaifhs (.11 the Lahore, Delhi, Multan and Quetta Dmsions to a greater extent than 
on the Rawalpindi Division where a few'er number of vacancies have occurred. 

(ci The following is a list of seven guards wdio have failed m insion test on the 
Rawalpindi Division since 1932 and foi wRom no suitable employment has yet been 
found. Out of these seven, four aie still on leave preparaloiy to retirement and 
tin* remaining diiee have retned on expiration of tluni leave Their names and the 
dates on which each of the seven men failed are given below . 

jq’ame. ^ which failed 


1. Mr. Kaushi Ram 

2. Mr. Des Raj, son of Devi Dial 

3. Mr. Krishen Lai 

4# Mr. Khushwaqt Rai 
5# Mr. Shiv ISTath 
6, Mr. Allah Ditta 


oth July, m2 Passed 0.-2 
Unfit for Luggage Guard 

29th October, 1932. 

0th Mav, 1933 
12fch Se])tembcr, 1933. 

3rd November, 1933. 

10th April, 1934. 


1. Mr. Des Raj, son of Shanker Dass . . 19th November. 1931. 

(/) The names of such employees are* not borne on any wmiting list of letrenched 
staff, but they wmre noted for suitable employment, as described in the reply to 
paits (h) and* (:;) above from the dates mentioned in paragraph (e). 

There aie at piresent no vacancies of the Luggage or Road Van guards on the 
Ba-walpindi Division to be filled up. 

(Ji) Such Guards will only draw pay during the period of their leave pending 
retirement and not during any interval which may elapse between the expiration or 
that leave and the date of their re-employment 


Meonorandum. 

1. The Central Labour Exchange will maintain a complete record of the name 
with full particulars of every individual employee discharged ^ surplus to ^ establish- 
ment under the present economy campaign on the newr Labour Exchange Cara 

2 The names and full particulars of such staff must, therefore, be com- 
municated fco the Central Labour Exchange mespective of whether any such men 
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have since been given iresli emplojuient., have seeiireti employment elhewhere^ 
expressed their unwillingness to serve agam oi me unlikely to accept any olfer of fresh 
employment for any other reason. 

The Central Labour Exchange mil perform the work of reeniitment of ail 
slaii in (dass(\s and grades e.ontroded by IIea<i Oitiee from amongst discharged hiiiplim 
emxjloyees ami tiunefure oenruids must be plai'cd on him when vacancies m such 
categoiiea occm. 

4. Divisions and extm-<livi&iunai o{hcei\, v til perfoim the woik of recruitment 
of all stafi ill classes and grades controlled ]jy them from amongst disehtirged surplus 
employees so long as they are able to colnpi^ vith ceitain conditions and when no 
longer able to do so, will place their demands on the Central Labour Exchange. 

0 . To enable Divisional and exiia-diMsional oillces to uo.k ttt those general 
pimcipies and the Central Labour Exchange to supervise the oifeis of fiesh employ- 
ment Fonn € (copy attaehetl; will continue to be used but viU be amplitied by the 
addition of columns to show the follovung information : 

{i) Community, 

{%%) Date of discharge, 

The otter of employment made with scale and rate of pay, 

{iv) Acceptances of otters ot eniploMuent, 

(v) EejecUons of ofieis of employ lueiii, 

(vt) Failures to reply to offers of employment 

d. Comineneiiig with the week ending 4lh July, 1031, Form C (cop\ attached; 
revised .dionid be picpared in tiiplieate, one cop; being fonvarded tu the Central 
Labour Exchange with a eeitilieate that all names of discharged employees have been 
communicated and thereafter a weekly statement to shov any further discharges 
that may take place accompanied by a certificate that no names have been ( unit ted, 
a nil statement being submitted when no discharges have taken place, one copy 
handed to youi Assistant Stall Warden and one kept by you. 

7. When making offers of fresh employment to disehaiged staff of classes and 
grades controlled by you the order of seniority observed at the time of disidiarge vill 
be applied ivlien re-employ mg surplus staff, eg., the most suuoi dxschaiged employee,, 
according to whether discharge was based on Divisional, Sub-divisioual sectional 
seniority or the seniority at a station shed or ni a trade oi from among staff lurk- 
ing under an individual, will be the first to be offered fresh employment subject to 
the instructions in regard to the adequate representation of minority communities. 

8. A fresh vservice record is to be 0 ]>ciied for each discharged employee given 
tiTsh employment and old records carefull;^ tiled, where such an employee" has had 
previous service elsewhere his old record must be called and the Central Labour* 
Excdiaiige intormed of his re-omployment at the same time. 

*9, An ea;-eniployee refusing fresh employment in his substantive appointment, 
IS not to be given another offer without reference to this office. 

10. An eic-employee refusing fresh employment in lower post may be given 
another otter of employment m turn in his substantive appointment without 
penalty. 

11. An employee accepting fresh employment m a post lower than that pie- 
viously held by him subslautivelv or demoted or having accepted employment in a 
lower post as an ah ei native to d scharge under reduction of establishment should 
subject to good work, be given due consideration for promotion in turn as inter- 
preted in item 7 above when a suitable opportunity offeis to the class or grade in 
which he ivas formerly employed or to a post of an equivalent or lowmr rank. 

12, AH acceptances, rejections and failures to reply to offers of employment 
must be duly recorded. 

13, It is not proposed to fix a time-limit during which offers of employment will 
remain open in view of the distances the homes of such men may be from their work 
and the possibility of poor facilities for transport but ordinarily not less than one 
week should be allowed. 

14- No outsider is to be engaged without the authority of this office. 



Bkdeivent shou-ing particulars of Htaff discharged as a weanue of economic 
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Information jnrmtmed in reply to starred questions Nos. 393, 395 and 396 asked 
by Mr. Molian Lai Saksena on the 21st Feh iiarij, 1935. 

DEGEADATION of PeESONS who fail to EjIBS the Rbfeeshee Coueses op 
THE ChANDATJSI AND AsANSOL RiULWAY SCHOOLS. 

393. {a) There is no Trnuinig School nl: AsansoL As legards the selioj)! at 
Chainhnisi, Goveinintait pie intormed that the Di'V'isiOnal Superintendents have been 
|-ueu discretiuii to dceide on the ineiils oi* eavh ease the ritiiess of stalf who fail 
in Befresher Ooiirsis for eonlumaiiee in tlieu posts and vliether further inereinent.j 
should or should not be withheld. 

(h) Yes, aecoiding to the oideis c uncut at the tiiuo 

(f) The objeet of the Be fresher Goima s is to keep tlie staff posted up to date 
111 luies Uiiectly connected with then duties and to maintain a uinfcuiu staiidaid 
of etritdenev. in the case of tiain passiii^i; staff these couises also serve a double 
puipose in that they eiiaiire compliance with rules 327 and 350 of the Indian ytate 
Itailvays — General Buies for Open l»ines of Baiiways m British India whicdi reepure 
iliat an operator of block and token instruments shall hold a ceitificate of competency 
and thai the certiiicate shall be periodically lenewed. The danger to life and limb 
associated with train otieration is a matter of such gravity to passengers and railway 
stall’ that the necessity for a periodical test of the efficiency of those responsible 
cannot be exaggerated. 

(d) Goveininent -consiuer that it is nocessaiy to lake steps to see that the stafi 
mamtain the degree of efficieney required to ensure the safety and comfort of the 
traveiling public and to prevent deterioration of the modern standard of piofieieney 
which it is the ami of raihvays to maintain 

(cj Governmeni do not propose to issue any geneial orders but Divisional 
Bupermtendents have been authorised to iciuevv’' past cases of failure to pass the 
Keireslier Course. 


Demotion of ceetain Drivers on the East Indian Railway. 

395. (u) Yes. 

(h) These men were demoted in 1931 as a measure of economy. No under- 
taking was given to them, but in the mstiuetions issued by the Raihvav Boaid for 
the guidance of the Agents, State-managed Railways, re carrying out the reduction 
of staif, it was laid down that when an employee who is retained in a lower 
post is subsequently promoted to his former grade, due consideration should be paid 
to the length and character of his previous service in detei mining hivS pay on such 
promotion 

(c), (cl), (c) and (/). The Agent, East Indian Bailwray, reports that under the 
tiiies these employees could only be given pay on re-promotion to their former grades 
at the rates previously drawn by them. 

The Chief Operating Superintendent, however, erroneously issued orders fixing 
their pay at rates which they would have drawm had they not been demoted. These 
orders were %ltra vires of the terms of Fundamental Rule 26 (a) according to which 
only periods of service in a post on a time-scale count for increment in that scale. 
Revised orders were therefore issued in Augi^st, 1934, regarding the fixation of their 
pay in conformity with the rules 

(g) In view of the position explained in reply to parts (c), (d), (e) and (/) 
of the question, Government do not consider it necessary to order the re-fixation of 
their salaries. 


Racial Disceimination in the Supply of Unifoems and Occupation of 
Quartees, etc., in the Moradabad Division, East Indian Railway. 

396. The Agent, East Indian Railw^^a^q reports : 

(a) Racial discrimination in the matter of supply of uniforms has been eliminated 
In the revised dress regulations. Quarters are provided for staff in accordance with 
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tLt li ail'* uf livnig and nieial discriniination is not made. Kunning 

au as to moei the reqiiiremeuts of the different coniniumtiesj as 

(iiflVioiii and annds ob,|^’<*t to iiYing and eating in the same rooms. 

iii\ I lolfiiio IS in aeeordanee yjUi the grade ol the Station Masters 

and taiit irrespeelive of whether the grade is occupied by a 

Li’ropi'.iii, Anglo Indian or an Imiian 

(i* - and (d‘. Uoveiniiient arc informed that full uniforms are provided for 
ioilain go da- of A-a'^taixi Mation Masters uliile for other less important grades 
ttnh jatdu'A aro provnkd. (.roiernment do not consider it necessary to provide full 
iniiVm'iU'- to all giad of Station Masters and Assistant Htation ^Masters. 

JkfofMaiiok jiromhcd m reply to starred questmis Nos, 406, 44)7 and 408, asked 
by Mr, Mkhmnnmd Animr-iil’Azi^n, on the 21st February, 1935, 

Ignoring of the Claims of old Tratolling Ticket Exaiminers on the 
North Western Railway. 

i(H>. (a .1 special Tii'ket Examiners who have been given the option to retain the 
stanh's oi* pay, formei iy allowed to Tiavelling Ticket Examiners, as personal to them 
tiaarnghoul, uill be borne on a pro forma list and their promotions regulated in 
accordance wdli the vacantdes occurrmg among the old Travelling Ticket Examiners, 
according to the iiumbei of posts which existed on 31st May, 1931 Govermnent are 
informed that no outsiders have been appointed on the old scales of pay of Tiavelling 
Ticket Examiiieis and their ciiaiices of promotion to higher grades on the old scales 
of pay have not been affected. 

{in and (d) No. Presumably the Honourable Alember is relening Lo Mr. Bhagat 
Sbigh, Watch and Ward Inspector (pay Rs. 140 per mensem), who was seiecied lo 
orieuate as a Head Hpecial Ticket Examiner on Rs 210 per mensem (in the grade 
Rs. 210 — 10 — 270 ^ on the IGlli July, 1920. His service on the North Western Rail- 
\\a*N dates from 17th Jiih, 1923, and his pay ivas regulated under Article 526 of the 
Tivil Service Regulations 

(a) Go\ eminent are informed that railway administrations have framed no rules 
1 elating to the pay of military pensioners on employment which is regulated unvler 
xArticde 526 of the Civil Hennce Regulations. Government are, however, informed 
that there has been no breach of the rule reteired to above. 

{e) This is a matter which has been left to the Agent to decide. Government are 
not prepared lo interfere with the action taken. 


Non-Maintenance of the Strength of the old Travelling Ticket 
Examiners on the North Western Railway. 

407. (a) No In the letter referred to an option was given to special Ticket 
Examiners who prior to the 1st June, 1931, held permanent posts as Travelling 
TTcket Examiners m a substantive capacity of retaining the old scales of pay as 
personal to them. 

(&) Yes 

(c) Seven with effect from January, 1932. The strength is in accordance with 
present requirements. 

(d) Yes. The action taken is in accordance with that decision 

(e) Yes. 


Promotion of Old Travelling Ticket Examiners on the North Western 

Railway. 


408. (a) (i). 12. 

1 . 

(h) 12, 
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(e) 12 from dates varying from dime, 1932 to JunOj 1934. 

(d) It is not tlie practice to publish the seniority lists of staff of this deserip- 

tion. 


(e) On© for about 10 months. 


lnfofnmt%on promised in reply to part {d) of unstarred question No. 42 asked by 
Srijut N. G. Bardaloi on the 22nd February, 1935. 

Indian Tea Licensing Committee. 

There are no tea estates in South India, in which existing members of the 
Licensmg Committee are interested, which have been inspected by or on behalf of 
the Indian Tea Licensing Committee. One estate, namely Tahiar, in which a pr©’ 
vions member of the Licensing Committee is mterested was, however, inspected by an 
Officer appointed by the Licensing Committee. 


Information promised in reply to unstarred question No. 51 asked by U TMen 
Maung, on the 22nd February, 1935. 

Bxjlmans employed as Ofeicebs in cebtain Depabtments and Services in 

Burma. 


Name of Depart- 
ment or service. 

! 

1 

(a) 

Number and per- 
centage of 
Barmans. 

ib) 

All India per- 
centage of 
Indians. 

(c) 

Steps being taken by Government to 
increase the number of Barmans 
in the near future. 

1. RAILWAY DE- ' 
PARTMENT. 
(GAZETTED 
OFFICERS.) 

Sand? 2 

1 

41*25 

! 

The Burma Railway Company accept- 
ed the recommendation of the Lee 
Commission with a reservation in 
regard to Barmans instead oi Indians 
to the extent of 75 per cent, adding 
that this percentage could only be 
reached if the requisite number of 
qualified Barmans became avail- 
able. 

Since the taking over of the Burma 
Railways by the Government of 
India m 1929 recruitment to the 
superior services on the Burma 
Railways has been made under the 
same arrangements as are applic- 
able to recruitment to the Superior 
State Railway Services m India. 
The Railway Board have, however, 
appointed suitable qualified 

Burmans or persons of Burma 
domicile as far as possible Two 
such persons were appointed last 
year, one for training m the Engi- 
neering Department and the other 
for traming m the Mechanical Engi- 
neering and Transportation (Power) 
Departments , the former has since 
been appomted to the service. 

The future arrangements will be arriv- 
ed at after discussion between the 
management of the Burma Rail- 
ways and the Burma Government. 
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^amt‘ of l)o|»art - ^ Xumber and per- 

meiit or vi**e. < centageof 

j Biirmaiw. i 

1 

(fr) 

j AU India per- 
1 centage of 

1 Indians. 

(c) 

Steps being taken by Government to 
increase the number of Burmans 
m the near future 

2. TKLE<n<\PH Nil 

DEFAirr. 

MEXT. : 

( SUPERIOR 

TELEGRAPH 

EXCHXERR- : 

IXGAXf) ; 

WIPvELKSN 

Does not arise 

In the rules for recruitment to the 
Superior Telegraphs Engineermg 
and Wireless Branches puhlihed 
m 1932 and 1933 preference was 
given to a Burman in respect of the 
vacancy reserved for a member of a 
minority community, but on both 
occasions a qualified Burman was 

braxchp:s ; 


not available. 

OF THE IX- 


I As recruitment to these Branches 

DiAX POSTS 1 

AXJ> TELE- 

i 

1 IS by competitive examination held 

1 by the Public Service Commission 

GRAPHS DPP ; 

i 

1 and in view of the revised rules 

PAKTMEXT.) 1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 published in July 1934 on the sub- 
1 ject of communal representation 

1 in Central Services recruited on an 
all-India basis, Government regret 
that they are unable to take any 
special steps to recruit Burmans to 
the Superior Telegiaph Engineer- 
! mg and Wireless Branches unless 



i 

1 


individual Bui man candidates 
attain a high qualifying standard 
in the examination. 

1 

3 . CUSTOMS .. I 

ClassI:Xa^ .. 

Class II : 3 and 
12*00. 

Class I 56% 

Class II ; 57% 

No vspecial reservation have been 
made for Burmans m the Customs 
service. 

4. MILITARY 
POLICE 

46 and 15-97 .. 

The Mihtary 
Police IS not 
and aU-India 
force. 

A le-organisation of the Burma 
Military Police is proposed 
under which the number and 
percentage of Burman olficers will 
be increased to 66 and 22 06 res- 
pectively. 

5 . ARMY 

68and47«8 .. 

6*16 

No particular steps are being taken 
to increase the number of Burmans 
for appointment to the Army. 
They are now recruited to the full 
establishment of the units of the 
Burma Rifles. They are, however, 
ehgible for entry into the Indian 
Military Academy, Dehra Dun, as 
Indians are, either direct or through 
the ranks. 

6. IXCOME-TAX 

Class 1 : 1 and 
20%. 

Class n : 27 and 
«%. 

Class I ; 78 

Class II: 96 

Same as for Customs. 
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I 


(«) i'’i 


Name oi f>epart- 
ment or service. 

Number and per- 
centage oi 
Burmans 

Ali India per- ; taken by Goveriiinent to 

eeiitage ot ineie.ise the iiyiniaT of Ikirnumh 

Indians. ' in the near iatnre 

7. CUKEENCY 
OFFICE, 
RANGOON. 

Ntl 

Does not arise 

i Same as for Cii&toiiis. 

8. THE ACCOUNT- 
ANT GENE- 
RAL’S OFEICE- 
RANQOON. 

Officers of the L 

2 and 28*57 . . 

Assistant A 
NU 

H. and A, 8. 
86*83 

cconnfs Officers. 
97 37 

i 

1 Same as for Customs 

i 

i 

9. INDIAN CIVIL 
SERVICE (IN- 
CLUDING OFFI 
CERS HOLD- 
ING LISTED 
POSTS). 

39 and 25*49 . . 

- 

43*11 

A certain number of vacancies in 
Burma is set apart for Bin man can- 
didates every year. Besides, offi* 
eers of the Provincial Civil Service 
are eligible for promotion to listed 
posts. 

10. INDIAN PO- 
LICE. 

8 and 10*67 .. 

25*88 

According to the scheme accepted 
by the Secret aiy of State the Indian 
Police cadre in Burma is eventually 
to consist of 50 per cent. Burmans, 
Recruitment m the provmco is be- 
ing regulated accordingly and the 
number of Burmans is thus bemg 
gradually increased. 

11. INDIAN ME- 
DICAL SER- 
VICE. 

3 and 9 

(excluding tem- 
porary Com- 
missioned offi- 
cers.) 

34 (Excludmg 
temporary 
Commission- 
ed officers). 

Burmans are eligible for selection for 
commissions in the Indian Medical 
Service equally with other Indians. 
The numbers admitted depend 
upon the merits of the Burman can- 
didates offermg in comparison with 
others. 

12. THE RAN- 
GOON PORT 
TRUST. 

23 and 27 

Information 
not collected. 

The power to fill appointments in the 
service of the Rangoon Port Com- 
missioners, other than the appoint- 
ments of Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman, vests m the Commis- 
sioners themselves by virtue of the 
Rangoon Port Act, 1905. The 
Commissioners normally fill their 
higher appointments by promo- 
tion from the lower grades. When, 
however, there is no employee 
available with the required quah- 
fications and recrfdtment has to 
be made from outside, special 
consideration is given to candidates 
of Burman domicile. 
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liifoiiHHtiijii til to UfistiD'/xtl questcou No, 104 asked by Mt. SH 

Pmhisa on the 22iid February, 1935, 


Lavatories ix the Third (jLiiss Carriages ok the Bengal akd North 
Western axj) itie Bombay, Baroda and Central India Eailv/ays. 


J. Lifiiitidif iit i n^ih Hit Hih, 

Ih anai (nol \orlii IVehtern Mail way — Tliere ore no lavatories m third class 
carriages ithout h|^dits but in some of the oldei eariiages light is admitted from 
curruige iighl mg thituigh panes of glass at the tops of lavator}" doois. Separate 
builds me being lit lod in the lavatories of these carnages as the^ pass thiongh shops 
lot i>erio< ileal u pairs and orders have been given to expedite the work. 

Bomhain Baroda and (^eriiral India Mailway. — Lights have been provided in the 
latrmes ol all third class compartments on Metre Gauge system. 

JI. Accommodation. 

Bengal and North Western Mailway . — In coaches of recent constiuction the 
design admitted of thiid class latrines measunng 12 square feet and this scale of 
accommodation will be provided m stock to be built in future. The old carnages 
lia^o latrmes with an a,rea of 8.51 square feet When these carnages come into 
shops for rebuildmg, the floor area of latiines will be increased to approximately 
12 square feet. 

Bomhay^ Baroda and Central India Maihuay . — The latrines of old thiid class 
carnages, i\hich aie now lew in number, have a floor area of (5 to 10.5 square feet. 
All the latrines of new stock now* built have an aiea of 12 to 12.5 square feet and 
over, except Bogie thud and Brake Vans, wdiich have 9 square feet floor aiea owing 
to the position of the bogies and the GuarcVs hand-brake, top operated. 


Inforniatloyi promised in reply to part {a){%i) of starred question No. 540 asked 
by Mr. Amarendra Nath ChattopadJiyaya on the 25th February, 1935. 

Certain Particulars regarding East Indian Eailway Employees. 

The number of retrenched staff re-employed, after the retrenchment in 1931 up 
to tfnly, 1935, on the Bast Indian Railway, ivas 3,963. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 573 asked by Mr. Muham- 
mad Azhar Ali on the 26th February, 1935. 

Mileage Allowance of Train Despatch Clerks, etc., of the old Oudh 

I AND EoHILKUND EaILWAY. 

The reply to the first part is in the affirmative Goveinment have, however, 
been informed since that the previous reply, referred to by the Honourable Member, 
rolaled to Tram Despatch Clerks who travel in trams taking and delivering railway 
dak on the old Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway poitioii of the Bast Indian Railway 
and are not entitled to mileage allowances. Persons now referred to by the 
Honourable Member are supernuniei ary brakesmen of the old Oudh and ^ Rohilkhand 
Railway who, pending absorption in '^ome other suitable posts, are being utibsed 
to work as letter delivery clerks and aic being paid mileage allowance because they 
were entitled to it as brakesmen Government consider that the continuance of tln‘ 
mileage allowances to staff working as letter delivery clerks is not according to theit 
present policies and the Agent, East Indian Railway, has been mstrueted^ to dis- 
continue the practice and to absorb the men in categories the duties of which they 
are actually performing. 

L163LAD ^ 
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Information proininod in reply to the nupplemenlaries to ttaried queshon No. 598 
anked by Mr. Mvhanmud Azliar ^Ih on the 27th February, 1935. 

Diffekent Cadres of the Establishment of the East Indi.an Railway. 

The information readily avaiLible is contained in the followini^ publications : 

(1) East Indian Baih\ay Classified List of subordinate staff of all Depart* 
ments on scales of pay rising to Bs. 250 and above. 

(2j Blast Indian Bailway Revised scales of pay (1934) for non-gazelted 
staff. 

(3) Classified List of State Railway Establishment and Distribution Return 
of Establishment of all Railways. 

Copies of these pubbeations wall be found in the Library of the House. 


Inforniation promised %n reply to parts (d) and (e) of starred question No. 602 
asked by Mr. Muhammad Azhar Alt on the 27th February^ 1935. 

Transper op Control op the Railway School op Transportation, 
Chandausi, to the Agent, East Indian Railway. 

The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports : 

(d) The staff of Railway Schools of Transportation at Chandausi w’'ere fitted 
inio the revised scales of pay from the 16th August, 1933, the date from which they 
elected the revised scales of pay. 

(e) The Cfireular in question 'was not applied with retrospective effect, but from 
the 16th August, 1933. ’ ^ 


Information promised in reply to a supplementary question by Professor N. G. 

Eanga to starred question No. 612 asked by Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad on the 
27th February, 1935. 

Propit and Loss Account op a Sugar Factory. 

The minimum prices of sugar cane fixed by the Governments of the United Pro- 
vinces and Bihar and Orissa, for the season 1934-35, were published in the United 
Provinces Government's notification No. 2918|XVHII-676-34, dated the 25th October, 
1934, and the Bihar and Orissa Government's notification No. 22S4-D., dated the 10th 
December, 1934, respectively. Copies of these notifications have been placed in the 
Library of the Legislature. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 628 asked by Dr. N. B. 
Khare on the 27th February, 1935. 

Promotion op Indian Guards on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

The Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, reports : 

(u) No Indian guards have been promoted to the passenger service. All 
vacancies since the current policy was introduced have been filled by retrenched 
passenger guards^ 

(&) No Anglo-Indian and European goods guards are stationed and working 
on branch lines. At present Anglo-Indian and European guards are in the higher 
grades which are not utilised for branch line working. Giving to the fall in traffic 
etc., recruitment according to the current policy has been at a standstill. ^ 

(c) Although designated and paid as goods guards those working on branch 
fines are required to work aU services on the branch lines. Indian goods guards 
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are t*2i|;iWe tor promotion to the passenger grades None have ^’•et been promoted 
foeeanse tlieir tnni for promotion on semonty has not oeenned ; promotion generally 
has been restricted by the tali in traiiic and economy measures. 

(il) \ « s, Indian goods gn, irds have not been promoted to passenger service along 
with Angio-liidnin and European guaidb foi tlie reasons given in parts (a) and (c) 

of the <|iU‘sto,!i 

(e I Indian goods guards arc allowed to vrork off and on on passenger services on 
the mam line. They have given satisfaction on such service They have not been 
promoted to the passenger service for the reasons already stated in parts (a) and (<?) 
of the tpiestion. 


Information froniised in refly to unstarred question No. 127 ashed by Mr. B, B. 
Yarma on ike 5th March, 1935. 

Non-Abobtion oe Shobt Time Method oe Spreading Work in State Rail- 
way Workshops. 

With the exception of the Great Indian Pemnsula Railway, State-owned Railways 
generally adopted short-time working in most of their workshops for varying periods. 
A statement giving the required information is placed below. 


Si(it€'m€ 7 it showiitg tli€ hUAJibef of shilled, UTishilled o/iid semi-shilled IdbouT ewployed 
tn each of the Staie-ow)ied Bailway WoTkshops at the end of official year 
IBOi-SS. 



Number of labour employed 


Name of Railway. 




Remarks. 

SkiUed. 

Semi- 

Un- 

' 




skilled. 

skilled. 


South Indian 

2,994 

257 

879 

- 

Assam Bengal 

1,499 


707 


Great Indian Peninsula 

* 

* 

* 

* The classification given m the 
question is not used. The 





number of employees of the 
artisan class and inferior la- 





bourers IS 6,601 and 2,997 res- 
pectively. 

Madras ad Southern 

5,743 

1,272 

1,572 


Mahratta. 





North Western 

6,330t 

2,458t 

2,273t 

t Include 245, 532, 407, skiUed, 
semi-skilled and unskilled 

temporary labourers respec- 
tively. 

Bombay, Baroda and 

6,233 

2,461 

3,462 


Central India. 





Burma 

1,693 

405 

822 


Bengal Nagpur 

3,661t 

2,564j:i 

3,011 

J In addition there are 90 men 
who have not yet been classi- 

1 




fied as skilled or semi-skiUed. 

East Indian 

11,850§ 

4,604§ 

4,249 

§ Includes 330 Trade appren- 



tices. 

Eastern Bengal 

TT n r k T\ 

2,487 

3,386 

1,621 
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InfornmiioH promised in reply to a snpplenmitary qaeMion by I)t. ZmuMin 
Ahmd to starred qiiastimi No. 723 ashed by Mr. S. Sutyamurti on the 

7tl March, 1933. 

Personnel or the Indian Lau Research Institute. 

There arc standmi^ instructions for the suppiv to the Dibrary of the Legishdive 
Assembly of all publications issued by the Indian Lac Research Institute and a 
complete set of the publications issued so far is available ui the Libraiy i»f the 
House. 


Information promised in reqjly to unstarred (puestion No. 146 asked by Mr. S.K. 

Hosimni on the 9th March, 1935. 

Employment oe a Watchman on the Shedrah Lakin Road Level 
Crossing- oe the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway. 

The Agent, Madras and Bouthern Mahiatta Railway, reports : 

{a) Only one accident occurred at the level crossing referied to dining the last 
two months. This was entirely due to the carelessness of the cait driver in not 
exercising suRieient caution before crossing the Railway. 

(b) There is no permanent uatehman at this crossing. It is not pioposed to 
provide one, as the amount of traffic using the crossing does not justify such ar 
appointment. 


Information promised %n reply to unstarred question No, 149 asked by Mr, 
V. V. Gin on the 9th March, 1935, 

Promotions oe Indian Guards on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

The Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, reports : 

(a) No representation has been leecived in this office at present. The 
tion has been raised in the Railway Staff Coinieil where it is under discussion. 

(h) A stateimmt, givnig rh ‘ le.^i ' aji/.-idoi & arta'Iicd 

(g) Posts of passengei guaids on +hc mam hue aio not being denied to Indians. 
They are eligible and will undoubtedly be promoted to the grades -woikiiig the main 
line, but up to the present, promotion has been slow’ owing to light traffic and economy 
measure. 

(d) Yes, 

(e) The procedure for promotion of present B grade guards, if suitable and 
when vacancies occur is under consideration with the Railway SlaT Council ou which 
the staff are represented.^^ 



Summary Staipment shewing Number and Permitage of Guards by OomJtiuHities employed on the Gient Indian Puumula Iladnuy 
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Inforniat'ion j>ront>‘i8ed 'in ft'ply (o iinsfafrcd {jnestion Ao. 159 cisk^^d by Mr, B, B, 
Yanna on the 9th March^ 1925, 

Posting op Assistant Subgeuns to Hospitals ok the East Indian 

Hailway. 

The Agent, East Indian Kaiiway, lepoits : 

{a) Tixree Hospitals with 10 beds in each and 23 dispensaries with enun-geney 
beds ranging fi ojn 2 to 7 beds in each. 

(h j Ko. With one exception the ^nb- Assistant iSurgeons on the En^i Indian 
Bailway are qnaMed to piactice medicine, surgery and nudivifery iiiidoi the various 
Medical Acts of the Legislature m force m this country and, therefore, are fully 
qualified to perform ina,ior opeialmn^ 

(o) This is not necessary a*; no disability is suifei'ed by employees owing to tli© 
absence of Assistant Surgeons in certain railway hospitals. 


Information promised in reply to imstarred question No, 198 asked by 3Ir. B, B, 

Varnia on the 9th March, 1935. 


Tbeatment of Indian Staff in the East Indian Eailway Hospital 

AT TuNDLA. 

The Agent, East Indian Baihvay, reports • 

(a) Three. 

(h) No. 

(o) No. 

(d) The number of Indian Maternity cases treated dming the last three years 
is 30 with 1 mortabty. The number of non-lndian ^latermty cases tiaated fuirmg the 
last three years is 35 with no mortality. 

(e) It is not known, wbethei the services of a private doctor are antiLtble in 
or about Tundla. There is no Assistant Surgeon posted at the Railway Hospital, 
It is not a fact that Indian patients du not obtain adequate medical asslslnnee m 
serious eases at the Railway hospital. 

(/) No. The District Medical Officer attends to all patients without racial dis- 
crimination. No separate records of Indians and non -Indians are kept in the Out- 
Patient’s Department, 

During the last 3 years 124 non-Tndians and 1,370 Indians -were treated as indoor 
patients. The Distri<>t Medical Officer i« responsible to (he Bailw^ay ndmnibitration 
for all these patients 

(g) No fee is charged for accommodation and treatment In addition employees 
drawing a salary up to Bs. 30 pei month get free diet at the Hospital, 


Information 'promised in reply to parts (a) to (c) of unstarred question No. 160 
ashed by Mr. B. B. Vanna on the 9t7i March, 1935. 

Staff classified as Intermittent on the East Indian Eailway. 

(o) No. 
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, * ‘ Tht' Agent, hast Imiian Railway, 

reports as follows 


l)l\ ISiOU 

Total number . 

of intermittent j 

wurktTs. 

1 

1 

1 

Number of inter- 
mittent workers 
housed in Railway 
quarters near their 
places of work. 

Howrah . , . . j 

2,748 j 

1,699 

jAsansoI . . 

1 

2,549 

1,578 

Dimipoie., . . 1 

1,870 

1,140 

Allahabad 

1 2,098 

1,329 

Liieknow ... 

j hoob 

1,337 

Moradabad 

1 2,391 

1,457 


{(• i TIic Homs of Employment Begulations tio not provide rest days foi iiiter- 
Biittoiit i\orkei'5. 


Info/ ION pno/dsed in ‘neply to zt/o'^tai'/ed qhtbi'io'/it> jSos. jGI, 109, 171^ 172, 
173, 17/ , 182 and 197 nskccl ly 3 It, B. B. Yarma on Ihe 9th March, 1935, 

■\Yokking Hours op ^STAT^ON Masters on certain Stations on the East 

Indian ILulavay. 

KU. No. The Agent, East Indian Railway, repnits that • 

the dnt^ iionrs of tlu' slut-on masters oi Zaniania, Cliausa, foaiyadra3a, 
Karmnasa, Majhnar, Tn’ining Ganj and Sakaldiha are a week ; 

(u) the duly hours of the station master, Fatehpur, are 56 a week and 
that 

(?n) the duty hours of the station master at Ohandausi do not normally exceed 
60 a week. 


Non-Supply op Winter Uniforms to Travelling Ticeet Examiners 
AND Inspectors tn the Howrah Division. 

169. (a) Government understand winter umfoims have been supplied to the 
staff refehod to employed on the tlnee lower Divisions, Howrah, Dinapui and 
Asansol Dmsions. 

(h) The Agent, East Indian Hailway, reports that during iwjs 

as a Aasure oi erononiT. to curtail the supply of vaimei 
eltegoHes of staff on the three Lower Divisions “tendmg the 
from OD 0 year to two years. It has since been decided from the coinm„ winter o 

1935-36 ugain to supply winter rniA^nu , annaall} 


Promotion of Assistant Station Masters on the East Indian 

Railway. 

171 The Agent, East Indian Eailw-ay ’•Tl*htt\a^rttaHon'’ hSSl' Is Ao 
regarded as a normal channel of promotion ^ o- le''s simibr 
scales of pay for these classes of employees are more ox hos . 

There have been cases in which Assistant Station Masters have been transferred 
to the guards’ grade but these are exceptions. 
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Fillikg up op Relieving VACANaES on the East Indian Railway. 

172. Tlie Agent, East Indian Bailway, reports : 

Kelie\nng vaeaneies of contiolleis are liiled I>\ udieving guaids or Senior 
Assistant Station Masters according as the duration of the vacancy justifies transi’eis 
of permanent staff oi not 

Keli< Ting vacancies of platform AsMstaiits aie noniialh tilled 1)\ ielie\ing 

guards. 


(JXIFORIIS SCPBLIEB TO IkBIAa AsSiSTAXT StATxO.v Ma8TEB8 oX lllK Ea8T 

IxBiAis: Railway. 

173 Th • Agent, East Indian Bailway, lopoits that full unifoims are piuvnled 
for certain u'ene* of Assistant Station Masteis while for other less anporiant grades 
only ^-jackets me provided. 


Rest available to the Ticket Checking Staff at Gaya, Patxa axb 

Dinapobe. 

177. The Agent, East Indian B.aihvay, reports that the average p 'nods of 
iiRKdioa Oi tjckat , lie eking stall at Ga\a, Patna Jimctiou and Dinapoie fvlio are 
classed as intermittent under the Houis of Employment Regulations raid whose duly 
houio au 12 a day, aie 61, 7} and 7i hours respectively. 


Sexiority Lists of Assistant Station Masters ox tfe North Western 

Railway. 

1S2 (a) The Agent, ISToith Western Railway, leports that ieiiioiits of sub- 
oidmates m .1 giade oi clas^ on the Noith 'Western Railway, is uvkoned fiom the 
date, each employee is eontirmed in the Grade or Class 

(h) Tins IS considered unnecessary. 

It may, however, be added for the information of the Honourable Member that 
on the fState-managed Railways seniority lists of subordinate staff on scales of pay 
rising to more than Rs. 250 a month are published though it is not distributed to 
statt and that seniority lists in manuscript form for all grades and categories of 
subordinate staff are maintained and the staff concerned have no difficulty in obtain- 
ing access to them. 


East Indian Railway Union at Dinapore. 

197. (a) and (h). Yes. 

(c) Government understand that the union has not been recognised by the Agent, 
East Indian Railway. 


Information promised in refly to farts {h) and (f) of imstarred question No. 205 
asked by Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney on the 9th March, 1935. 

Option to elect New Leave Rules to the Staff on the North Western 

Railway. 

205. (l) and (/). The staff appointed on the North Western Railway between 
tlie 1st April, 1927 and the 22nd August,, 1927 (both dates inclusive) have since 
been given the option either to come under the NTew State Railway Leave Rules or to 
continue to be governed by the old leave Rules. 

Government see no reason to give any option to the staff appointed on or after 
the 23rd August, 1927, as they were made aware before their appointment that they 
come under the New State Railvray Leave Rules, when introduced. 
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Information ■irronnsi'd in ■rr“ply to wistarred question No. 209 asked by 
Mr. N. 31. Joshi on the 9th March, 1935. 

Filling up of the Posts of Transpoetation Inspectors and Train 
Controllers on the East Indian Railway. 

The Agent, East Indian Knilway, reports * 

{a ) Id and 3i posts of Tiaiispoitation Inspcctois and Train Controllers, 
respcrtnely, acre lUled penuanently dunng the last two years. 

( D * Tae eas*‘s of stall who, oflieiated as Transportation Inspector were eon- 
*nieretl nben iilbiig up vacancies. Eo Tiauspoitalioii Inspectors neie demoted to 
iumci giadcr. on account of economy during the last two years. 

Tivo Section C^^ontiollers who weie demoted on account of economy did not wash 
to be iTjtorcd to then oriomal po^ts 


Ikformatio}i ‘proinised frphj io ihe bupplemeiifatij qnehtion asled by Mr. N, C. 
Bardaioi m cunneiiio}t mtli , starred qvcsUon No, 797 by Mr. Basarda Kumar 
JDas on the lltli March, 1935. 


Repoet of the Assam Flood Exq-oiey Committee. 

The pio^nsion of ^vaterways on the Section between Ohapainiuldi and Silgliaf 
Htiitions is as given beloiv : 


Bridge. 

Mile ^ 

! 

i 

i 

Old 

Bridge. 

New 

Bridge. 

! Lft 
i increase. 

j 

1 

Old 

Channel 

area. 

New 

Channel 

area. 

Approxi- 

mate 

increase 
on old 
Channel. 

• . 

424 C.S.i 

3' 

30 

1 27 

10 

253 

2,330% 

Kamarjan 

|425i C.S.; 

5x20 : 

5X20 

2x30 

1 60 

1 

10,20 

2,200 

118% 

Eanthali . . 

426-71 

C.S ! 

5x20 I 

4x40 

( 60 

1 

1 

1,027 

2,250 

119% 

Dimau 

431-47 
C.S. j 

3x20 

i 

i 

i 

2x30 

1X20 

! 20 

1 

1 

1 

1 

400 

800 

100% 


The reason for the enlargement of these w’aterways is a change in the course of 
the damuna river at Jamunamuldi some 18 miles aw'ay ,* there always have been water- 
wajs between Cliaparmukh and Silghat which in the past had been sufaeient 


IfifoTWhatiou promised iu reply to starred questions Nos, 822 to 825 asked by Bhai 
Parma NauA on the 11th March, 1935. 

Duties of Numbee-Takees on the Noeth Westeen Railway. 

822. The Agent, North Western Raihvay, reports : 

(a) and (h). The duties of Number Takers employed on the North Western 
JEaihvay are not similar to those performed by the Assistant Train Examiners on 
the East Indian Eailway. A comparative statement showing the duties of the two is 
attached 

(c) xAll the Number Takers are literate, but only a few of them are Matriculates. 

(d) On the East Indian Eailwav Assistant Tiain Examiners who successfully 
pass prescribed tests and examinations at the Tiaining School and possess the 
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it^qiiisite btandard of qualittoatioiib are for pruinotioix to Ibe grade of Tram 

E3i.aaiiu('T aeeordjug to the vacaaeies available As ISumber Takers on the North 
Western Kaiiway receive no technical traming utlier ))efore or fifter entering service 
tisey cannot bo considered for promotion to the post of Tram Examiners. 

Comptfratiif' ntatcrueni shotvu>(j the tluiies of Tn! c'‘S f^mployed on 

iVfSteni Mailwa^f and those peefoi'incd bif iht Assistant Train T raminei s on the 
£asi Indian Hailway, 


Duties of Number Takers employed on the Duties of Assistant Tiain Exammei-> emploj’'* 

North Western Railway. ed on the East Indian Railway. 


1. Notes numbers of vehicles of all trains on 

arrival and departure. 

2. Assistant Tram Examiners m maintaining 

records such as Vacuum Brakes Registers 
and Vacuum Repair Registers. 

3. Assitant Tram Examiners ui clerical work. 


Assistant Tram Examiners who are in inde- 
pendent charge are personally responsible 
ior detecting, on all vehicles examined by 
them, any defects winch might cause an 
accident or which render a vehicle unfit 
to carry safely a load of goods or 
I Other stafi allotlc'd to the 

A-^sistadit Tram Examiners do not in any 
wa^ relieve Assistant Tram Examiners 
! of this responsibility. 

; AbSiAant Train Examiners vhen posted to 
i work under Tram Examiners, assist in 
: the exammation of trams but do not in 

1 any way relieve the Tram Examiner of Ms 
i responsibility for examination in general. 


Train Examiners on the North Western Eailway. 

823. (a) Tes, but steps are being taken to improve their standaio of efficiency 
by means of Refresher Courses at the Walton Training School 

(h) Out of the total number of 270 Tram Examiners employed at piesent on 
this Railway, there are 4:1 Train Examiners ivho were initially recruited as Numbe’^ 
Takers. These men were, in the first instance, traiistcned as Apprentice Train 
Examiners and were promoted to Train Examiners on their conipielion of a tiaming 
course m the Mechanical Workshops. This method beeame less and leas successful 
as the technical qualifications of Tram Examiners iiicicased under moderii < oudi- 

tlOilS. 

(c) Tram Examiners on [his Railway are iiteralG auployees, though a good many 
of them are non-Matnculates, haxfing been recruited when more high! qualified men 
wore not available. 

{d) The recruitment of Train Examiners is now made in accordance ivith the 
Rules for “ The reeruitmoiit and Uaimng of Apprenifce Mechanics and Trade 
Apprentices in the Mechanical Workshops of State JManaged Railua;^s” Number 
Takers as a class, having insnfiicieiii education isruild be unable to tope with the 
competitive exammation which the present prospective Train Examiner has to pass 
before entering the Maclagan Engineering Colieg'^, Lahore, where with practical 
training in [Shops he undergoes a five years’ course before appointment as Train 
Examiner. Apart from this, the prospective Tram Examiner has to enter the College 
before attaining the age of 19, which is another reason why Number Takers cannot 
qualify for the posts of Train Examiners 


Number Takers on the North Western Eailway. 

824. (a) No. In the ease of three stations on the Lahore Division this was done 
till recently but the practice has been discontinued 

(h) and (c). No. 

(d) Reply to the first part is m the negative and to the second part m the 
affirmative. 
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{p ) Tins IS not tlie ease. There are relxeving Train Examiners. 

(/; and (^/j. Do not unse. 

{hi The Iloiiouriihle Member attention is iimted to the reply given to part (d) 

of his i|iiebtioii Ao STl. 


EleCTIUCIANS on the jS'OHTH WeSTEBN iiAILWAY. 

St!d. As iVj^anis the hist part, a teUiiiieai test 's imposed, pan oi ■\\lnch must 
le viitU'ii 111 Cnglidi Number Takers aie not technical staff whereas Electric 
Exanuneib aie st. As legards the second paiL attention is invited to the leply given 
to part {li ' of question No. S2M. 


Infomiation^ prohancH in iejjhj to ‘j.faiih (c) to {y) of hlarrcd question JSo, 828 
asked by Mr, A. F. Gndyd on the llJi March, 1935, 

EE-lhlPLOY^lENT OE THE Gp.EAT IxDIAN B.AIL'WaY StRIKEES. 

(e) Goveinnient do not propose to interfere with the diseretion of Agent 
m the matter. 

(/) Goi'erninent understand that an iiucie m Marathi appeared in the 
Indcecndpia Baihcaijmcm in Apnl, 1932, giving the names of 12 persons in the 
enqiioymeiit of tlie 'Great Indian Peniiisuia Railway alleged to have been sentenced 
to various punisiinieiiis but it did not include paitieulars of the alleged oftenecs. It 
(annot be inArred from the parLiculars furnished that all or any of the pfirsons named 
LiOd been guilty of oltenees such as murder, theft, safe breaking, etc GoveiLiment are 
inlormed that the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railvray, has not knowingly employed 
any peisoiis who have been convicted of such offences. 

(g) Does not arise. 


Infomiaiion proniisfcl tn reply to starred qacstiov No. 840 asked by M^}, 
Amare}idra Nath ChaMopadliifiyo on the 12th March, 1935. 

House Rent Allov.-ance of Tbavelling Tt*-‘ket Examinfes oisr the East 

Indian Eailway. 


840 The Agent, Bast Indian Eailwan , reports 

(a) and (h). Under the new reiil uihv> inliodueed in 1932 free quarters oi 
house allowance 111 lieu is not admissible except those individual employees who 
at any time in the course of them previous semo'c hJd in a substantive eapa.city a 
post which earned the prmlege of rent fiee qi.arti I'h or hoase rent m lieu 

of free quarters, and who m the course of their subsequent service from tne date 
of the iiitrocliietion of the revised rent rules hold (m an oraeiatmg or substantive 
capacity) posts which earned this coneessmn pnor to that date 

Under the old East Indian Raihvay Company’s rules ticket vheekmg staff were 
eligible for the prmlege of free quarters or house allowance m lieu and accordingly 
those who held posts in this category substantively still allowed the same 
privilege 

Ticket cheeking statl of the old OudJi and Kohilkhand RailwaT -who wei’O 

entitled (o free quarters, when available, undei old Ondh and RohilMiand Eailway 
Bules applicable to them are also still allowed this pnidlege but when quarters are 
not ai'ailablc for them they arc eligible foi house rent allowance in lieu 


It will thus be seen that the pimlege of rent free quarters or hoiwe rent allow- 
ance has not been withdrawn as a mea-nre of economy” 
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Information promised in reply to stam'd question Ho. SdU aslrd by Mr. 
MuJiammad Azliar Ah on the 12th March, 19So. 

Methoe eob the Eeebess oe Geievances oe the R.ulw AY Staff. 

Bg 6. (a) yes 

(h) r would refer the Honourable Member to the “Rules legulatiu^^ the dij 
chaige and dismissal of State Kaihvar non-gazetted Government servants ’h a eiipy 
ot ^ u hieh ‘Will be found in the Library. The aggrieved staff (‘an under rule 11 of the 
-uies lefuicd to al uve a]tpe«tl to the aiiihonty next above the oltieer pas.^ing the 
oi’tier. Ill this ease the onUr v\as p.nsse'* by the Staff Superintendent ainl the appeal 
la\ to the Divisional Superintendent 

I tifoTmat'iOi} pron^ised ?/? i€‘phj to parU (d), (e), (/) and {g) of btar ml goedioH 
1\ 0 . 866 asled by Mr, jShihwinniad Azhnr Ah on the 12th March. 193o. 

Mileage Allowance eaid to the ole Travelling Ticket Inspectors on 

THE East Indian Railway. 

The Agent, \oith Mestein Raihva\, leports : 

((1) and (f) JN'o Ivli Bishen Singh’s pay as Travelling Tiekct Exaiiuaer on 
.lie Kjijka-Siinla Railway \\a« Rs 75 per ineiiscni, in the scale of Rs — 5 — "‘O ') — 
I() 1 . 1.5 at the time of his tempoiary tianster on the 29tli August, 1926, to the Delhi 

Division^ to work as a Special Ticket Lxammei (Batch-in-Charge of a Plying Squad L 
In ( onsideration of the importance of the duties and the incieased responsibilities 
cTtaehed Jo jthc post of a Bateh-in-Ohnigc, he wms icmporarih given lls MO in the 
s<aile 10 > 3 — 140 and also dailv allow'ance admissible undei the lules He w'as 
given the same pay lalei on when he officiated again for the same leason 

(e) On reversion as a Travelling Ticket Examiner he w%as given B.s 9() per 
mensem in his substantive post on the scale of Bs. 35 — 3 — 101 — 10 — 155. 

(^) No — because the special consideiations in this ease did not apply Mr Bishen 
Singh was not given 140 becaiuse it w'as 75 per cent in excess of his old par, bat 
liecausG it w'as eonsidered that in view^ of his expeiienee the maximum pav of the grade 
was ,iustified 


Information promised in reply to parts (c) and (e) of question No, 871 ashed by 
Pandit Sri Krishna Bnita Paliwal on the 12th March, 1935, 

Allegations against some Eailway Officials at Tdndla. 

(c) and (c) Government aie informed by the Agent, East Indian Railway, that 
so iar as he is aw^are no Deputy Controller ran any raffles or lotteries nor was 
Mr. Maroon in any waay connected therewith Government are, howmver, informed 
that Ionics Nos. 1337 and 1338 were registered in the name of the wife of a Deputy 
Controller and another person from the 25th March, 1933 to the 2nd August, 1933 
The Deputy Controller in question has been suitably dealt with for indirectly engaging 
in trade in the name of his wife during the period referred to above, and the \genl , 
East^ Indian Railway, has issued a circular making it clear to the staff that the 
running of a business in the name of the wnfe of a railway servant amounts to the 
railway servant engaging indirectly m trade or business, which is prohibited under 
the Government Servants^ Conduct Rules. 


Information promised in reply to starred, question No. 877 asked by Pandit Sri 
Krishna Bum Paliwal on the 12th March, 1935. 

Provision oe an Assistant Surgeon in the Railway Hospital at 

Tundla. 

The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports : 

(a) Yes 
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It m not known wlietUeT there is a Civil Assistant Surgeon in the town. 
'Tlie District Medical Officer, East Indian Hailw’^ay at Tundla, has five sub-districts 
winch he is retiuinti to visit once a month and he can always return to headquarters 
Wit Inn Dd houis. 

Jie, juitl 10)1 Kiv Sub- Assistant Surgeon, is in charge of the ivork in the Hospital 
lA his headtjiiaiici',. Him position is that of a Civil Surgeon in a Sadar Hospital 
and his nieuical personnei i- eoniparablo with that ot a Civil Surgeon at such a 

station 

{c ) There is no need for an Assistant Surgeon at Tundla as a District Medica' 
Ollicer IS stationed there. 

Informntioii promised %ih reply to starred questions Nos 880 and 885 asked by 
LieaL-Colonel Sir Henry Gtdney on the 12th March, 1985, 

Rates of Pay and othee Privileges of certain Arprentices op State 

Railways. 

880. The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports ; 

(а) Yes. 

(б) and (c). A^es, the apprentices in question iveie brought under the revisert 
scales of pay iiending a decision by Government as to whether the old or the revised 
scales of pay ivere admissible to them. 

They have since been granted the old scales of pay. 

{(i) Does not aiise 

Seniority of Subordinates officiating in the Transportation 
Inspector’s Grade on the Bast Indian Railway. 

885. The reply given to the question referred to by the Honourable Member was 
liased on the practice followed in determining seniority in such eases. The exact 
date of the commencement of tlie practice is not traceable I ivould, however add 
that the posts of transportation inspectors are selection posts 


Information promised in reply to starred question No, 942 ashed by Mr, 
Amarendra Nath Chattopadhaya on the 21st March, 1935, 

Case of Mr. K, C. Das, an Assistant Station Master at Faihati, Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 

(a) Yes. I would, however, add the orders contained in the Notification referred 
to hawe since been modified. A copy of the revised instructions is placed beloiv. 

(Z?) The Agent, East Indian Railw^ay, reports that Assistant Station Master 
K, C. Das of Nalhati (not Naihati) failed for the second time in February, 1934, in 
the exanunation for Transportation and Commercial duties. He is at present ivork- 
iiig as a Number Taker at Jamalpur, and the Divisional Superintendent is endeavour- 
ing to find ivork for him as a signaller. This, of course, is conditional on Mr. Das 
passing the 20 word signalhng test. Mr Das has been instructed to advise the 
Divisional Superintendent when he wishes to appear for the test. 

(c) No. The question of having a uniform procedure on all State-managed Eaih 
ways for dealing with staff who fail to qualify at the Refresher Courses is under 
consideration 

Paragraph 632 of East Indian Railway Gazette, dated 3rd Oetoher, 1934, 

032. Railway School of Transportation, Chandausi — ^In modification of the ordeis 
coniained in Gazette Notification No 30 of East Indian Railway Gazette No. 2 of 
24th January, 1934, it is notified that the penalties for failing in the examination will 
not be applied automatically but at the discretion of the Divisional Superintendent. 
Stall* retained at the School under paragraph 3 (b) of the Notification will not be 
required to pay their own messing. 
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If a nuui is reported to have failed in any subject, it yill rest entirely with the 
Divisional yupenntendout bother he should be allowed to continue in lus post or 
not, and whether his ineremcnt should be affected. 

X special report on those ivho fail will be submitted by the School Superintendent 
to the Divisional Sujiennteiident, 

Information pro7msed in reply to starred question No. 966 asked by Pandit 
Oo'vind Ballabh Pant on ihe 25th March, 1935. 

handsari Sugar Works in the Rohilkund Division subjected to Excise 

Duty. 

(a) 147 

(h) and (c). A statement is attached. 


STATEMENT. 






Officers who 




Nature 

inspected the 
factory before 

Name of factory 

Place. 

Number of 

of 

the imposi- 



workers. 

power. 

tion of the 





duty. 



Barehtly. 



1. Brij Kishore . . 

Alamgiri- 

The exact 

Electric . . 

District Sugar 


ganj. 

numbers are 


Officer. 

2, Shiama Charan 

Nai Basti 

not known but 
each of these 

Do. 

Do. 

3. Mnbtada All Khan 

Gher Zafar 

factones was 

Do. 

Bo. 


Khan. 

reported to 
have employed 



4. Ramman Lai Eas 

Masitganj 

more than 20 

Do. 

Do. 

Behan Lai. 

men in the 
season of 




5. Laloo Mai Suraj Bban 

Alamgiri- 

1933-34. 

Do. 

Do. 


ganj. 




6. Pooran Chand Kapoor 

Shahdana 


Do. 

Do. 

Chand. 




7. Ram Kumar Krishna 

Jatavpura 


Do. 

Do. 

Kumar. 



8. Seth Banwari Lai 

Shahdana 


Do. 

Do. 

Purshottam Das. 




9. Govind Ram ITmrao 

I 

Siklapur . . 


Do. 

Do. 

Smgh. 




10, Baboo Ram Radhey 

, Masitganj 


Do. 

Do, 

Shiam. 



11. Ram Ratan Lai Lachnxi 

Choki Math 


Do. 

Do. 

Narain. 



12. Banwari Lai Shanti 
Prasad. 

Alamgjjri- 
ganj. ^ 


Do. 

Do. 
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Kamo of factory. 

1 

i 

Place. ' 

Number of wor- ! 
kers. j 

Nature 

of 

power. 

Officers who 
inspected ths 
factory before 
the imposition 
of the 
duty. 

1 

13. Bhavat Karain Tandon 

jPABIELLY — contd 
Nai Basti i 

Electric . . 

District Sugar 
Office. 

14. Ahmad Aii Khan 

Jatavpura j 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

15. Kiranjan Singh Umrao 
Singh. 

! 

Lakhanganj | 

Do. 

Do. 

16. Chander Sen . . 

Shahamat- : 
ganj. ; 

Do. 

Do. 

17. Rahim Bnx Aijaz 

Ahmad. 

Saidpuria 


Do. 

Do. 

18. Radhey Lai Saraf 

Alamgiriganj 


Do. 

Do. 

19. Earn Karain Tandan 

Beharipur 


Do. 

Do. 

20. Chabbi Mai Ram Lai . . 

Madari 

Darwaza. 


Do. 

Do. 

21. Shiam Siindar Lai Ram 
Das. 

Gangapur 


Do. 

Do. 

22. MurH Manohar 

Alamgirigarg 


Do. 

Do. 

23. Faiyaz Husam Khan . . 

Do. 


Do. 

Do, 

24. Shiam Behari Lai 

Shaiiti Kumar. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

8 

25. Pt. Shiam Behari Lai . . 

Tab. Nawab- 
ganj. 


Either oil 
engine or 
steam engine 
Electric. 

Do. 

26. Raghu Kandan Pd. . . 

Alamgiri- 

ganj. 


Do. 

Do. 

27. Ram Das Hamam Das 

Sufi Tola 


Do. 

Do, 

28. Sita Ram Badri Rakhan 

Phuta Dar- 
waza. 


Do. 

Do. 


Notf. — Twenty-eight other factories had previously been assessed hut had closed down 
before the 31st of January 1935. 
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Name of factory. 

Place. 

Number of 
woi’kers. 

Nature 

of 

power. 

Officers who 
inspected tho 
factory before 
the imposi- 
tion of tho 
duty. 



Elinor. 



1. Pandit Alakh Prasad . . 

Mandawar 

* 

Electric . . 

Tahsii staff. 

2, L. Badii Prasad 

Chandpur 

29 

Do. .. 

Do. 

3. L. Ram Chandra Mai . . 

Bijnor 

'if 

; Do. . . 

Do. 

4. L. Lachman Dass . . ! 

Nehtor . . 

25 

! Do. 

j 

i Do. 

5, Abdul Qaiyum 

Nagma . . 

30 

j Do. 

! Do. 

6. H. Mohd. Ibrahim 

Do. .. 

32 

! 

i 

1 Do. .. 

Do. 

7. Mohammad Ismail 

Do. .. 

i 21 

1 Do. .. 

1 Do. 

8. Mohammad Afaq 

Do. .. 

* 1 

Do. .. 

Do. 

9. Mohammad Ishaq 

Do. 

* i 

Do. .. j 

: Do. 

10. L. Kashi Nath 

Kiratpur 

i 1 

21 

1 

Do. . . 1 

1 

1 Do. 

11. Mohammad Ismail 

Do. .. 

* 

Do. .. j 

Do. 


* Exact numlDer not known, bnt eack of these factories was reported by the tahsii staff to 
have employed more than 20 men. 


Moradabad. 

1. S, Bnj Pal Saran . . Bhoeti . . 21 Oil engine Tabsildar, Hasan- 

pur, 

2. Kalyan Das . . . . Kundarki Over 20 . . Electric . . Tabsildar, Bilari. 

Note. — Two other factories were assessed but were subsequently exempted. 


Shahjahaitptje. 


1, Shanti sugar works 

Jeshanpur 

50 

Oil engine 

Tahsiidar. 

2. L. Sri Ram, s/o Angney 
Lai. 

Bahadur- 

gung. 

37 

Electric . . 

District Sugar 
Officer. 

3. L. Autarilal, s/o Mathura 
Prasad. 

Tahaghuran 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

4. L. Radhey Lai Horilal 

Do. 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

5. L. Janki Prasad 

Chauksi . . 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

6, L. Kesarilal, s/o Jhoo 

Lai. 

Bahadur- 

gunj. 

25 

Do. . . 

Do. 
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Name of factory. 

Place. 

Number of 
workers. 

Nature 

of 

power. 

Officers who 
inspected the 
factory before 
the imposition 
of the 
duty. 


1 

Shahjahakpur — contd 



7. Mohd. Hazabbarali Khan 

IChalilshaqi 

25 

Electric . . 

District Sugar 

S. L. Maya Ram Arthi . . 

Rangmahla 

25 

Do. 

Officer. 

Do. 

9. L. Bankeyial 

Katra Kham 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

10. L. Damodar Das 

Do. 

37 

Do. .. 

Do. 

11. Mohd. Yiah Khan 

Tarin Tikh 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

12. Moh. Yasinuddm Khan 

Katra Kham 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

13. Yed Vrat Halwai 

Bahadur- 

gunj. 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

14. L. Madho Ram, s/o Ram 

Do. 

37 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Kishan. 


15. L. Sahq Ram 

Mahadeo 

36 

Oil engine 

Do. 

16 L. Rup Kjshore 

Patai 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

17. L. Bajrang Das 

Kastak . . 

28 

Do. . . 

Tahsildar, 

18. Mohd. Latafatali Khan 

Ulha 

27 

Do. .. 

1 Do. 

19. L. Sita Ram, Ram Sarup 

Tilhat 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

20. ShriMahadeo Sngarand 
Flour Mills. 

Nawadia 

Lachhan. 

100 

Steam en- 
gine. 

District Sugar 
Officer. 

21. L. Hira Lai . . 

Mundia 

Pamar. 

50 

Oil engine 

Do. 

22. L. Gokal Prasad, Gaya 

Do. . . 

50 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Prasad. 



23. L. Khunnu Lai Sunar . . 

Nihal . . 

23 

Do. .. 

Do. 

24. L. Brij Bhukan Lai 

Khudaganj 

24 

Do. .. 

Tahsildar, 

25. L. Mahadeo Prasad 

Do. .. 

24 

Do. .. 

Do. 

26. L. Munna Lai Raj Kishan 

Tilhar . . 

24 

Do. .. 

Do. 

27. M. Lai Bahadur 

Posil 

26 

Do. .. 

Do. 

28. L. Badri Prasad Bajnath 

Tilhar 

30 

Do. .. 

Do. 

29. L. Radhey Shiam 

Talia 

Ghuran. 

25 

Electric . . 

District Sugar 
Officer. 

30. Mohd. Ahmad Hussain 

Mundia 

Chhoan. 

35 

Oil engine 

Do. 


L163LAD 
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Name of factory. j 

i 

1 

1 

Place. 1 

_ ___ ___ _ i 

i 

Number of 
workers. 

Nature | 
of ^ 

power. 

Officers who 
inspected the 
factory before 
the imposition 
, of tile 

i duty. 

\ 

i’ 

! i 

Shahjahanpite — concld. 

j 


31. L. Jaganath Prasad j 
Jwala Prasad. j 

Dilawarganj 

25 

Electric . . 

District Sugar 
Officer. 

32. L. Raglmnandan Prasad 

Do. . . 

25 

Do. . . 

Do. 

33. L. Sukiibasi Lai 

Bazana 

Lalateli. 

26 

Do, .. 

Do. 

34. L. Bam Das, Hiralal . . 

Babadur- 

ganj. 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

35. Pt. Umrao Lai 

Dilazak . . 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

36. Pt. Debi Cbaran Cbaubey 

Babadnr- 

ganj. 

28 

Do, .. 

Do. 

37. L. Har Prasad Kiirmi . . 

Mobniddin- 

pur. 

25 

Oil engine 

Do. 

88. L. Badri Dat 

Babadur- 

ganj. 

25 

Electric . . 

Do. 

39. L. Sita Bam, s/o Badha 
Kisban. 

40. L. Sb anker Lai, s/o Inder 
Lai. 

Masjidganj 

Aman Zai 

25 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

41. L. Ganga Ram Kapur . . 

Baksaryao 

25 

Do. . . 

Do. 

42. M. Sifat XJUab Kban, s/o 
Pabasat XJUab Kban. 

Aman Zai 

25 

Do. . . 

Do. 

43. Prem Sugar Works 

Baragaon 

40 

Steam en- 
gme 

Do. 

44. L. Sri Ram, Laksbmi 
Cband. 

Kbndagan] 

27 

Oil engme 

Sugar Excise 

Officer. 


PILIBHIT. 



1. M. Mobd. Jilani 

Laboregunj 

20 

Steam en- 
gine. 

Tabsildar. 

2. L. Jobri Mai . . 

Pihbbit . . 

33 

Do. .. 

Do. 

3. L- Bam Sancbi Mai 

Do .. 

28 

Oil engme 

Do. 

4. M. Mangal Kban 

Do. . . 

20 

Do. .. 

Do. 

5, L. Sita Ram , . 

Do. . . 

22 

Do .. 

Do. 

C. L. Ram Kunor, Baj 
Kunor. 

Do. .. 

1 

27 

Do. . . 

Do. 
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Officers who 




Nature 1 

lua.pocted the 

Name of f aotoxy. 

Place. 

Number of 

of 

factory before 



workers. 

power. 

the impositioE 
of the 



i 

: — 


duty. 


PiLIBHIT — contd. 


7. L. Ram Gopai 

Pilibhit . , 

22 

Oil engine 

Tahsiidar. 

8. L. Lachhmi Naraiu 

Do. 

20 

Do. .. 

Do. 

9. L. Ghasi Ram, Bhikan 

Do. .. 

20 

Do. . . 

Do. 

Dass. 





10. L. Gopi Nath 

Do. .. 

23 

Do. .. 

Do. 

11. L. Ram Chander Lai, 

Do. 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Radhey Shiam. 





12 L. Sheo Raj Smgh 

Do. .. 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

13. L. Sunder Lai Gupta . . 

Do. .. 

20 .. 

Steam en- 
gine. 

Do. 

14. L. Sant Lai . . 

Do. .. 

28 

Do. .. 

Do. 

15. L. Mangni Ram 

Do. 

20 

Oil engme 

Do. 

16. Br Amolak Chand 

Do. .. 

23 

Do. .. 

Do. 

17. Sh Hamid Husam 

Do. .. 

21 

Do. .. 

Do. 

18. L. Ram Dass 

Do. .. 

20 

Do. .. 

Do. 

19. L. Ram Kunor 

Do. ., 

20 

Steam en- 

Do. 

20. Sahu Ram Ballabh Saran 

Bisalpur . . 

1 

24 

gine. 

Do. . . 

District Excise 
Officer. 

21. L.KadherMal 

Ghuri Patti 

20 

Oil engine 

Tahsildar. 

22. L. Naram Dass 

Richola 

Ghasi. 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

23 L. Siirender Nath 

Amirta . . 

30 

Steam en- 

Do. 

24. L Sn Ram Gupta 

Puranpur 

20 

gine. 

Oil engine 

Do. 

25. M. Khursheed Hasan 

Do. .. 

20 

Do. 

Do. 

Khan. 





26. Devji Ravi Dass 

Do. .. 

20 

Do. .. 

Do. 

27. Sadar Bhagga Smgh . . 

Kalinager 

21 

Do .. 

Do. 

28. Ch. Munna Singh 

Madho 

Tanda. 

23 

Do. .. 

Do. 

29. L. Sukh Lai . . 

Puranpur 

20 

Do. .. 

Do. 

30. L. Laiq Ram 

Dharman- 

26 

Do. .. 

Do. 

31 Kr. Gopai Singh 

pur. 

Madho 

Tanda. 

22 

Do. .. 

Do. 

32. L. Tika Ram 

Bilsanda 

Information not available. 

I 

Do. 
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Information jjromised in rejjly to starred question No. 979 <ishul by 31r. A. K. 
Fuzlul lliiq on the 26th ^lareh, 1936. 

Communal Composition op Technical and Non-Teohniual Men employbb 
IN THE Central Public Works Department. 

(a) Government liave no information, bnt most of tlie retrenelied stall \\lia hnva 
shown any desire to obtain re-employment in the Central Publie Works Bepaitsnent 
have now boon provided for m temporary vacancies. This excludes persons vho are 
overage or inefficient. 

(h) I presume that the Honourable Member refers to noii-gazetted staff. A 
statement giving the information asked for is placed below. 


Statement showing techmcal mid non~tccli*iical appointments made in the Cetiiral 
Public WorJcs JDepai-tment since the last 'letrenchment. 


No. of appomtments made. No of letrenched hands re-employed. 


Class of post 

1 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Other com- 
mumties. 

"73 

5 

Class of post 

6 

Hindus. 

03 

1 

8 

a K 

c o 

1 

B 

o 

9 

£ Total. 

Subordinates and 
Surveyors. 

20 

8 

7 

35 

Subordinates and 
Surveyors. 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Draftsmen 

5 

6 

3 

14 

Draftsmen 

5 


1 

1 j 

12 

Clerks 

34 

14 

9 

57 

i 

! 

Clerks 

15 

i 

6 

4 

i 

25 


Noth. — ^T his statement excludes {a) all appointments made for a period of less than three 
months, and (6) all appomtments which had terminated befoie the 27th March, 1935, 
the date on which the statement was prepared. 


Information 'promised in reply to starred yuestion No. 983 ashd by Mr. C. N. 
Muthuranga Mvdaliar on the 25th March, 1935. 

Publicity Officers Working on State Railways. 

(a) and (&). Two statements giving tlie required information are attaehed. 
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STATEMENT No 1. 

Statement showing the names of the vanons FulUaty Officers loorlang on the State 
Railways ^ and the monthly salary of each and the worTc they were doing before 
being appointed as such 


Name of Name of 

Bailway. Publicity 

Officer. 


Salary 

per 

mensem. 


Appointment 
held before 
his employment 
as Publicity 
Officer. 


Bemarks. 


Bs. 


East Indian 
Bailway. 


Mr. A. 
Gumbrill. 


1,250 
plus £30 

S. 0. P. 


He was employ- 
ed with Messrs. 
A. H. Wheeler 
& Co., as their 
Manager at 
Calcutta. 


He was specially selected to fill 
the post ot Publicity Officer^ 
East Indian Bailway, from 
the 15th March 1927. 


Great Indian 
Peninsula 
Bailway. 


Mr. J. H. 
Carpenter. 


1,300 
plus £30 

S. O.P. 


He was Secre- 
tary to the 
Agent, Great 
Indian Penin- 
sula Railway. 


Burma Bail- 
ways. 


No Publicity Officer is employed 
on this Railway. 


Eastern Bengal 
Railway. 


There is no officer exclusively 
employed on Publicity work 
on this Railway at present. 
The post of Publicity Officer 
has been held in abeyance since 
1st September 1931 . 


North Western 
Railway. 


There is no separate post of 
Publicity Officer on this Rail- 
way at present. The work in 
connection with Publicity is 
being done by Mr. C. D. Jordon, 
Sales Manager, as part of the 
work of the Sales Branch, 
which is at present on a tem- 
porary basis. Mr. Jordon is in 
receipt of Rs. 1 ,050 per mensem 
in the senior scale of the Trans- 
portation (Traffic) and Com- 
mercial Branch. He was em- 
ployed as P. A. to the Chief 
Commercial Manager im- 
mediately prior to his posting 
as Sales Manager. 
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STATEMEAT Ao. A 

Statement fihowing the dates from which the i^arious FuhhcUy Offices were started 
and the number of Indians who have held the posts till 7iow and the periods 

during which ihtif held these posts. 


Name of 

Date of j 

Indians who have so far 
held the posts. 


Railway. 

i 

starting * 
of Pub- ' 
licity 
Office. 

i 

! 

Name. j 

1 

Period dur- 
ing which 
the post 
was held. 

Remarks. 

East Indian | 

Railway. * 

i 

27-1-27 ! 

1 


•* 

No Indian Officer has held the post of 
Publicity Officer on the East Indian 
Railway. 

Great Indian 
Peninsula 
Railway’” 

AprU 1920 

Mr. Pothan 
Joseph. 

1 

! 

1 

16-4-1928 

to 

15- 11-1928. 

16- 11-1928 
to 

31-2-1931. 

As Publicity Officer. 

As Assistant Publicity Officer, 

Burma Rail- 
ways. 

Eastern Bengal 
Railway 

15-11-1926 

i 

1 

Mr. A. K. 
Gupta. 

15-11-1926 

to 

25-11-1928. 

No Publicity Officer is employed on 
this Railway. 

North Western 
Railway. 

1 22-11-1926 

1 

Khan Sahib 
Z. H. 
j Khan. 

1 

1 

i 

22-11-1926 

to 

24-2-1931. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

The post was kept vacant from 26th 
February 1931 to 15th March 1931 
and agam from 24th April 1931 
to 31st January 1932 and was 
finally abolished on account of the 
reduction in the Gazetted Officers 
cadre from 1st February 1932. 


Information 'promised in reply to starred question No, 992 asked by Mr, Lalchard 
Navalrai on the 25th March, 1935. 

Vacancies in tbe Commercial Group on the North Western Railway. 


(a) Yq8, 


(b) Yes. 


The Agent reports that in view of the very few applications received fron* 
minority communities in the Karachi Division, it was necessary to restrict the numbers 
whitdi came up from that Division in order to give effect to the orders of Govern- 
menl regarding communal proportion in recruitment. 


{d) Tim answer to the first part of the question is in the negative. Between 
hia> fiiid December, 1934, the Divisional Superintendent reported 19 vacancies of 
Boohing Clerks and seven vacancies of Commercial Clerks, which were all filled bv ^Id 
Commeicial and Station Master Group Students who were discharged in 1931. ' 

(c) No, except in so far as retrenched men, who were formerly employed on one 
Division may, on re-appomtment, have been sent to other Divisions. 


(f) The compilation of these statistics will involve a great deal of labour which 
Government do not consider likely to be justified by results. 
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{9) but certain categories of staff, meludiug Oommercial Group students,? 
are finally recruited by Central Selection Boards for employment on the JBailv’^ay 
a whole. 

(Ji) No. Government do not consider that the Kaiaehi Division has been un- 
fa rriy treated. 


I af or motion promised in reply to starred question No. 1003 ashed by Pandit Nila-^ 
kanta Das on the 26th March, 1935. 

Technically Qualified Men employed in Aibcbaft and Aviation in India. 

(a) {%). The number of military technical personnel employed is 1,534. 

{%%) The number of civil technical employees in the civil aviation Direeioratv 
flying clubs and air transport companies is 260. This figure includes unlicensed as 
well as licensed technical personnel. 

(5) {%). The number of military technical personnel includes 1,245 British and 
280 Indians. 

(n) Of the 260 civil employees, 108 are British, 147 Indians and 5 other 
nationalities. 


Information promised in reply to starred questions Nos. lOld and 1015 ashed by 
Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya on the 26th March, 1935. 

Appointments of the Time-expibed Apprentices of Lillooah Workshops 

UNDER THE OhiEF MeCHANICAL ENGINEER, EaST INDIAN RAILWAY. 

1014. The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports : 

“ {a) Appointments of e£C-appi entices have not been made because primary 
consideration had to be given to ea;- mechanics who were letrenched in 1931 and borne 
on the waiting list and vacancies occurring have been very few as until recently the 
workshop staff at Lillooah has been steadily reduced. 

Though the Technical School results are given due consideration, the praeiu'al 
qualifications have to be taken into account and the apprentices^ ability to control 
labour has also to be considered. 

Since 1933, three Indian crr-apprentices have been taken on, one specially trained 
for Heat Treatment and two quite recently, for increased ivork in the Wagon Rexiair 
Shop. 

(h) Four specially trained apprentices were taken on in 1931, namely tno 
European and Anglo-Indian and two Indians A fifth was added in May, 1934, a? 
stated in answer to (a) above These five appointments were for newly introdu cd 
sections in which none of the oa^-apprentices senior to those engaged had had i^ny 
training. ' ’ 

(o) Does not arise. 


APPOrifTMENTS OF THE TiME-EXPIKED ApPBENTICES OF THE JaMALPUB TECH- 
NICAL School to Posts undee the Chief Mechanical Engineee and 
Chief Elbcteical Engineee, East Indian Eailway. 

1015. The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports : 

{a) The reply is in the affirmative. 

(i>) A statement giving the required information is attached. 
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^(afeme7U of Apprentice Mechanics uho hnit ban porriiM 


Names. 


i 

Bate of ' 
comple- 1 
tion of j 
appren- i 
ticeship 1 
training. 

Name of Workshop iiom 
which training was 
completed. 

Bivitoion in which pasbeti 
in Technical 

Poho..!. 

Sati Nath Makherjee 


6-4-33 

J amalpur W orkshops. 
(Mech. Bepartment). 

Honouito 

Krishna Kumar Sanyal 


14-4-33 

Bo. 

ist Bivision 

M. 0. Nair 


31-8-33 

Bo. 

Honours 

M. Roy 


24-5-33 

Bo. 

2nd Bivision 

H. N. Banerjee 


30-4-33 

Bo. 

l&t Division . . 

T. G. Watson . . 


17-5-33 

Bo. 

Bo. 

Muhammad A. Karim 

•• 

19-9-33 

Bo. 

Honours 

C. S Hosie 


4-4-34 

Bo 

1st Division . 

S- N. Verma 


S-4-34 

Bo. 

2nd Division 

B. N. Mishra . . 


3-6-34 

Bo 

Honours 

H. E. Ennis 


8-4-34 

Bo 

Do. 

N. L. Sackett . . 


18-8-34 

Bo. 

1st Division 

B. A. Peacock . . 


22-8-34 

Bo. 

Honours 

H. P. Okhandiar 


8-9-34 

Bo. 

1st Division 

0. P. Callaghan 


20-8-34 

Bo. 

Honours 

Mohammad Ansari 


10-12-34 

Bo 

ist Division 

P. Mukherjee . . 


5-9-34 

Bo. , 

Bo. 

As Bose 


24-11-31 

Bo. 

Hailed in Final Examina- 
tion. 

P. Biswas 


15-3-32 

Bo. 

1st Division . 

Mohammad Yusufally 


3-9-31 

Bo. 

Failed in Final Examina- 
tion 

S. C. Ghose 


9-11-32 

Bo. 

1st Division . . 

N. 0. Sarkar 


4-9-25 

Bo. 

Passed ist in 1924 Final 
Examination. 

S. B. Mukherjee 

*• 

1-3-35 

Bo. 

1st Division . 

A. C. Banerjee . . 


16-3-35 

Bo. 

Do. 

P. N. Butt 


9-2-30 

C. and W. Shops, Lillooah 

Do. 

J. Carnegie 

•• 

8-4-34 

Bo. . ^ 

Do. 

M. N. Ansari . . 


21-1-34 

Lillooah Workshops . ^ 

Do. 

I. K, Bass 

. . 

5-3-30 

Bo. 

2nd Division . 

S.C. Ganguly .. 

. , 

21-8-30 

Bo. . 

1st Division . . 

S. N. Mukherjee 


7-4-33 

Jamalpur Workshops and 
Technical School and 
Loco Shops, Lucknow. 

Do. 

S. K. Rana 

* . 

22-8-34 

Bo. 

Do. 

M. E. Bucasse . . 


9-2-35 

Bo. 

Honours . . . 
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Railway. 


loith posts in the Mechanical Worhshop since January 19 S 3 ^ 


Bate of 

Name of the workshop in 
which employed 

Designation. 

Startmg 

salaries. 

Appoint- 

ment 

Confirma- 

tion 

7-4-33 


Charbagh (Loco) Lucknow 

Chargeman (T. T.) H. T. 

Rs. 

130 

15-4-33 


Bo 

(S.). 

Do. 

130 

Re 

Not yet con- 

J amalpnr W orkshops 

Out-turn Supervisor 

no 

6-2-34 

Re 

firmed. 

Bo 

(Mech Department) 

Bo. 

Bo 

110 

12-5-34 

1-5-33 

Bo. 

Bo 

Bo 

no 

18-5-33 

Bo. 

Bo. 

Bo. 

no 

20-9-33 

Bo 

Bo. 

Chargeman (T. T.) (Me- 

130 

5-4-34 

Bo 

Bo. 

chanist). 

Chargeman (T T.) (Br. 

130 

9-4-34 

Do 

Bo. 

Maker). 

Chargeman (T. T.) (Erec- 

130 

4-6-34 

Do. 

Do 

tor). 

Chargehand — Grade I . 

85 

9-7-34 

Bo. 

Bo. 

Chaigeman (T T.) (Mill- 

130 

19-8-34 

Do 

Bo. 

wright). 

Chargeman (T T.) (Ercc- 

130 

23-8-34 

Bo, 

Bo 

tor). 

Chargeman (T T ) (Me- 

130 

4-9-34 

Bo. 

Bo . . 

chanist). 

Chargeman (T T ) (Black- 

130 

21-8-34 

Bo. 

Bo. 

smith). 

Draftsman (T. T ) 

170 

11-12-34 

Bo. 

Bo. 

Chargeman (T T.) (Black- 

no 

0-9-34 

Bo. 

Do. 

smith). 

Chargeman (T T.) (H. T. 

s.). 

Gunner, Grade I 

130 

5-11-34 

Bo, i 

Bo. 

65 

14-3-33 

Bo. 

Bo. 

Out-turn Supervisor 

no 

3-11-33 1 

Do. 

Bo. 

Bo. 

no 

14-3-33 

Bo 

Do. 

Do 

no 

18-7-33 

Bo. 

Bo 

Gunner, Grade 1 

85 

2-3-35 

Do. 

Bo 

Chargeman (T T ) (Machi- 

no 

17-3-35 

Bo. 

Bo 

nist) 

Chargehand (Machmist) 

85 

5-2-35 

j Temporary 

C. & W. Shops, Alambag, 

Journeyman 

85 

16-1-35 

Bo 

LnckDow. 

Bo ' 

Fitter 

Rs. 2/6/0 

7-5-34 

Confirmed . 

C. & W. Shops, LiUooah 

Chargeman (T. T.) 

m gr. 1 
30-2-38. 
160 

10-1-35 

Temporary 

Bo. 

Bo. 

100 

21-1-35 

Bo 

Bo. 

Bo 

100 

8-4-33 

Confirmed . . 

Loco. Shops, Lucknow 

Chargeman (T T.) 

130 

23-2-34 

Temporary 

Bo. 

Bo. 

130 

10-2-35 

Bo. 

i 

Bo. 

Do. 

130 
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Informaiion promised ut leply to starred qaestioas d\vs. 103-1 and 1030 asked 
by Mr. A. K. ^nzUd, llaq on the 30th March, 1033. 

Seniority List of Ticket Collectors ano Travelling Ticket Ex.uiiners 
IN the Moradabad and Li'cknov Divisions. 

1034. (ct), {b) and (t/). The seniority list is not conlidential. A of the 

Seniority List cannot be given to each employee owing to the volume of vork 
inv«>lved ; but the statl are, on request, furnished with the information tiie\ lequire 
in connection with their position on the list. 

(c) j\*o The staft are not furnished with copies of the Seiuoiil) un . 11 / 

d ivihion 

Tests imposed on the Tioket Checking Stake on the East Indian 
Railway at tee time of Peomotic®. 

1036 The Agent, East Indian Eailway, reports : 

(b) No, except on the Moradahad Division but instructions have been issued to 
the Divisional Superintendent, Moradabad, to abolish the procedure. 

id) No. 

(e) The periodical examinations are held with a view to judge whether aie ftialt 
are up to the requiied standard of efficiency in their lespeetive grades ,ind pohis. 
These tests do not mean that they ai'e also capable of holding posts ulncb invohe 
duties of greater importance and heaviei responsibilities. Therefore when the question 
of promotion from a lower grade to the next higher grade arises, it is necessary to 
take into consideration not only the results of the periodical exaramation but also 
other qualiheations for promotion. 

Infor^nation promised in reply to starred gnesUon No. 1041 asl'ed by Mr. N. M- 
Joshi on the 26th March., 1935. 

Non-Grant of House Allowance to certain Relieving Clerks on the 

East Indian Railway. 

The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that the practice in regard to grant 
of house allowance in lieu of free quarters to relieving clerks varies on the dilfereiit 
divisions of the lailway but that he has now issued orders that relieving clerks of the 
Traffic Department who were in service before the introduction of the new" rent rules 
be provided wuth rent free quarters or given house lent allowance in lieu thereof. 

Information promised in reply to part (c) of starred question No. 1048 ashed by 
Mr. V. F. Giri on the 26th March, 1935. 

Appointment of Inexperienced Crew Inspectors on the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 

The Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, reports : 

(g) The new" appointments did not contravene the instructions laid down bv the 
Eailway Board regaiding the re-emplovment of retrenebed staff as there' were no 
suitable retrenched staff available. 

Information promised in reply to starred, question No. 1071 asked by Mr. T. S, 
A\)inashilinqam Chettiar on the 27th March, 1935. 

Police Force IN THE Criminal Investigation Department in the Cen- 
trally Administered Areas. 

{a), (b) and (c). The information is given in the attached statement. 

(d) and (e). The C. I D staff in these areas is employed partly on the investiga- 
Hon of ordinary crime paitly on the investigation and prevention of crimes against the 
ptate wdiicb involves keeping a watch on persons suspected of being engaged in revolu- 
tionarv activities. Theie is no fixed allocation of vstaff between these two duties. 
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STATEMENT. 


I 

1 


(a) 


(b) 

(e) 

j 


Numbers. 


Amount 

Whether expenditure 





spent 

is audited. 

Mysore Residency 

Sub-Inspectors 

3 

■>1 



Head Constables 

6 

12,900 ' 
^ p.a 

Yes. 


Constables 

11 

J 


Hyderabad Residency 

Sub- Inspectors 

1 

1 431 






V p.m. or 

Yes. 


Head Constables 

8 

J 5,172p.a. 


Rajpntana Agency 

D.S. P. 

1 

1 



Inspectors 

2 




Sub- Inspectors 
(including 6 engaged 

9 

- 31,450 

Yes. 



on Finger Print 
work). 





Hi*ad Constables 

•• 




Constables . 

5 

> 


Baluchistan Agency 

Inspectors . . 

4 




Sub-Inspectors 

9 


Yes. 





^ 50,000 


Head Constables 

14 




Constables , . 

19 



Central India Agency 

1 





Western India States Agency 






Ajmer-Merwara . . 






Gujarat States Agency 


>No sepaiate C. I. B. 




Aden 






Coorg 






Andamans 






Delhi 


Supdt. 

1 





By. Supdt. 

1 


Yes, except that in 



Inspectors . . 

3 

>1,06,500 

the secret service 
Fund which is 



Sub- Inspectors 

6 

examined by the 
Chief Commissioner. 




Hd. Constables 

19 




! 

Constables . . 

59 

> 
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[2nd Hep. 1935. 


hifoftimiiOH promised in reply to starred qaesfioe Xo, 110^^ ad'id hy J/r. 
Muhammad Azhar Ah on the 28ih 3Iarok, 193d, 

Seniority List of Travelling Ticket Examiners and Tk’ket Cce.lfctcrs 
ON the East Indian Ratlivay 

(a) and (h). The Honourable Alc^mber is referred to the inforiuatioii laul on the 
table of the House to-day m reply to starred question No. lO.IA ashed by A. K. 

Puzlul Haq on the 26th Mareh^ 1935. 


Information promised in reply to starred questions Nos. 1110 and 1111 ashed 
by Maulri Syed Murtaza Sahib Bahadur on the. 2Sih dlarch. 1931. 

Produce of the Land of the Istimvaei Area of Sathanaj Ajmer-Merwara. 

1110. {a) There are very few instances in the Khalsa area of Apner-^Ierwara 
in which cash rents are charged, and even m those very rare cases the amount of rent 
is settled for a group of helds of various kinds of soil, collectively. It is, tbeiefoie, 
not possible to determine the cash rate per bigha of Cliahi or Barani land. The rates 
ol rent, in kind, generally charged on (il Chahi, and {ii) Barani land are 
respectively : 

(t.) half the gross produce when the landlord supplies manure, seed, etc., to the 
tenant, — otherwise one-third of the gi'oss produce ; and 

{n) one-lhird of the gross produce. 

(h) The cash rates of rent realised in Dolatpura are as under : 




Rate per bigha on 


Crop. 

Chahi land. 

Barani land,. 



Rs. as. 

Rs. as. 

Cotton 


1 12 

0 14 

Methi 

. . . • 

0 14 

Nil. 

Chillies 

. . . . 

0 14 

Nil. 


No cash rent is charged for other crops. One- third of the gross produce is 
generally recovered as rent on both Chahi and Barani areas. In addition there is a 
cess of seers per maund. 


Information promised in reply to starred questions 1110 and 1111 asked by 
Maulvi Syed Murtaza Sahib Bahadur on the 28th March, 193 '^. 

Produce of the Land of the Istimvaei Area of Sathana, Ajmer-Merwara* 

nil. {i) Attention is invited to the answer to part (a) of Honourable Alember’s 
question No. 1110. 

(li) One-third of the produce is generally recovered as rent, and in addition to 
this there is a cess of 31 seers per mauncl. 


Information profnised in reply to starred question No. 1224 ashed by Syed 
Ghulam BMk Nairang on the 30th March, 1935. 

Number OF Muslims AND Non-Mtjslims employed as Assistant Manager 
AND Heads OF Branches, in the Government op India Presses 

AND IN THE CENTRAL PUBLICATION BraNCH. 

(a) 19 and 3 respectively. 

(h) 244. 
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Information promised in reply to part (a) of starred question No. 1243 asked 
by Mr. N. F. Gadgil, on the 30th March, 1935. 

Depaetments op Public Services directly under the Administration 
OE THE Government of India. 


Name of Department. 

1. Soutkem Command (Indian Army) 

2. Smd (Independent) Brigade Area^ (Indian Army) 

3. Royal Indian Navy 

4. Royal Air Force Units and Indian Air Force 

Ofi&ce of the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway . . 

6. Office of the Senior Government Inspector of Railways, Circle 
No. 5. 


Headquarteis. 

Poona. 

Karachi. 

Bombay 

Karachi. 

Bombay. 

Bombay. 


7. Office of the Chief A^coounts Officer, Great Indian Peninsula Railway Do. 

S. Office of the Captain Superintendent, I. M. M. T. S. “ Ddienn’ ’ . . Do. 

9. Offices of the Principal Officers. Mercantile Marine Depart- 
ment, Bombay District and the Shipping Master, Bombay - . Do. 

10. Office of the Superintendent of Lighthouses, Bombay District . . Do. 

11. Office of the Principal Officer, Mercantile Marine Department 

and Superintendent of Lighthouses, Karachi District . . Karachi. 

12. Indian Meteorological Department . ... Poona. 

13. Office of the Deputy Controller of Currency (including the Currency 

Office, Bombay) .. Bombay. 

14. Security Printing, India . . . . . . . . . Nasik. 

15. Office of the Accountant-General, Bombay . . . . . . Bombay. 

16. His Majesty’s Mint. . . . .. .. .. Do. 

17. Customs Department (Collector of Customs and Salt) . . . . Do. 

18. Salt Department (Collector of Customs and Salt) . . . . Do. 

19. Income-tax Department (Commissioner of Income-tax) . . . . Do. 

20. Office of the Controller of Mihtary Accounts, Southern Command . . Poona. 

21. Office of the Controller of Naval Accounts . . . . . . Bombay. 


Information jyrormsed %n reply to starred question No. 1294 asled by Pandit 
Nilahantha Das on the 1st April, 1935. 

Positions under Government (including Eailways) requiring Out- 
standing Technical Qualifications to serve as Heads. 

{a) The Government of India are not concerned with provincial operations involv- 
ing high technical skill So far as their own Civil Depaitments are concerned, there 
are at present 22 posts of heads of engineering services, etc, the incumbents of which 
are required to possess outstanding technical qualifications No non-official experts 
have been engaged for big building operations by the Government of India from out- 
.side during the last ten years. 

(d) The Railway Department set up the following tw^o Committees during the 
last 10 yea IS : 

(1) The Committee appointed in 1933 to report on the suitability of Aseu 

preseivative for treating timbei. 

(2) The Hardinge Bridge Committee, 1934. 

There is also a standing expert committee attached to the Department of 
Industries and Labour, known as the Central Board of Irrigation. 
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(t*) 0± the posts mentioned in («)» nine have bet*n held by Indians. The iVntriil 
Board of Jrngntion nientiomd eoiisists of ChnT EnginecrH (irrigation) of the 
dilierent provinces and four 1ml an (’’hief Engineers have served on it. The Chairman 
of the committee which dealt with the Ascu preservative was an Indian who did not 
belong to any railway seivice 

(d) In view of the fact that the works in t|Uiv.tioii :ut‘ usuail} eanied out by 
the members of flic services coneernpch Government do not consider tliat any aseiul 
purpose would be served by puhli'diiug a vetnly report 


Information promised in reply to starred (pm-stions ISos. 1324. 1325 and 1326 
asked by Mr. I). K. Lahiri Chaiidhaty, on the 2nd April. 1035. 


Successful Mechanical ea;- A pprentices op the Ltllooah IVorkshops, 

East Indian Railway. 


loiL4. The Agent, East Indian Eailway reports : 

(<x) Every endeavour is made to provide the successful mechanical ex- 
appreiitices with posts when there are v’-aeancies to be filled. Owing to the economy 
camxiaign and to retrenched mechanics on the waiting list having to be absorbed 
vacancies have been few. All mechanics on the waiting list have now b®eii 
absorbed and in future ej;-apprentiees will be taken into consideration when 
vacancies occur. 


{!}) Yes, also by Deputy Chief Mechanical Engineer, Lillooah. 

(o) The implication is inaccurate. The following Lillooah ca;-appreiitices have 
been given employment in the Lucknow Workshops : — 


Name. 


Completed apprenticeship. 


Date appointed. 


S. K. Kana . . 
A. Beg 

P. N. Dutta , . 
J. Carnegie . . 


6 8 1933 
18 2 1929 
9 2 1930 
8 4 1934 


7 8 1933 
19 2 1929 
March 1935 
15 I 1935 


{<1) 35 per cent, of the Chargemeii, Meehonies and Journeymen in the Loco- 
motive and Carnage and Wagon Works at Lucknow are illiterate in English but 
with the exception of a ven^ few cases, all arc literate in their own vernacular. 
The exceptions are in the Journeymen's grade, a giade to which cjj-apprentiee 
meeb'-.iiics aie not noiinally aiipointed, although thev are at times appointed, at 
their own request, to posts lower than that of the teehnieallv trained grades. 


In regard to clciical staff appointed in the Woiksliop Supervising giade, there 
are three eases, all of which have been appointed in semi-technieal posts i.e a 
Store Keeper, a Journeyman (who deals with workshop stores') and a Gunner 


(c; The staff in question were appointed prior to the amalgamation as the 
then Locomotive Superintendent, Oudh and Eohilkund Eailway considered that 
mechanics and mistnes deserving of promotion should be encouraged by beinsr 
promoted to supei vising grades. & j s 


(f) Tins practice has been discontinued since the amalgamation and the posts 
m question have been reserved for ea-apprentiee mechanics. This, however does 
not indicate that deserving mistries have no longer any opportunHies for promo- 
tion since posts carrying pay in the old scales up to Es. 140 and in the new scales 
up to Es. 120 are open to them. 


(e-)_No, as It would be most unfair to replace these Indian Journevmen 
Mechanics and Ohargemen by eai-apprentices. They have had long years of 
practical experience in workshops and have discharged the duties entrusted to them 
in on efficient and reliable mamier. In many cases theyTave rSef technS 
education; although not up to the standaid given at the nreseot tfl? + 
tices who pass through the Jamalpur Technifal Lhool ^ 
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^^jc-Appebntices op Jamalpitb Technical School, East Indian Eailway. 

1325. The Agent, East Indian Bailway reports : 

(a) apprentices who cannot be absorbed on completion of their training 

are placed on a waiting list and from this list they are subsequently absorbed 
according to their training in their respective grades in order of seniority which 
is reckoned from the date of completion of their apprenticeship. JE?a;--appr entices 
are, however, retained on the waiting list for a period of two yeais only froin the 
date of completion of apprenticeship. As between e^r-apprentices on the waiting 
list and other apprentices who subsequently complete their training selection is 
entirely by merit. If merit is equal or nearly equal an e^r-appr entice on the 
waiting list is given preference. 

(h) Yes, those appointed as apprentices prior to the 16th July, 1931, and 
retained in service on completion of apprenticeship, are governed by the old scales 
of pay. 

(c) Yes, ea:-appi entices who were discharged on completion of apprenticeship 
and w^ere re-engaged after the 15th Jnly, 1931, aie governed by the levised scales 
of pav of 1934. 

(d) Five 6a;-apprentices were appointed in 1933 as Train-Examiners provi- 
sionally in the old scales of pay. On the introduction of the revised scales of pay 
(1934) their pay has been fixed in the new scales. 

(e) No. Only apprentices who were appointed before the 16th July, 1931^ 
and who were retained in service on completion of their apprenticeship, are 
entitled to the old scales of pay. The new scales of pay apply to apprentices 
er^Mged after a break in service if such break occurred after the 15th July, 1931. 

(f) Does not arise. 


Confirmation of certain Mechanical eaJ-AppRENTiCEs dnder the Chief 
Mechanical Engineer, East Indian Eailway. 

1326. The Agent, East Indian Railway, repoits : 

(a), (Z?) and (c). There are ceitain ^’57-apprentiees w^ho have been appointed 
tempoiaiily both at Jamalpur and Lucknow in connection with the remodelling 
srhenio and whose servieo>s will not neeessaiily be retained when this work is 
completed. 

At Lillooah tavo ca:-apprentiees have been engaged in temporary posts to cope 
with a temporal y rush of work 

(h) (ii). The question of the confirmation of these err-appr entices will be con- 
s.dered when the Jamalpur remodelling has been completed. 


Information promised %n reply to paits (d) to (A), (k) and (1) of starred question 
No. 1359, asked by Dr. N. B. Khare on the 2nd April, 1935. 

Applicability of Finance Department Circular No. F.-78-XI~Ex.-I”31, 
TO THE Staff on State-managed Eailways. 

(d) No. It was not the intention that committees should be formed to select 
the staft’ foi letienehment. 

The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports 

(e) and (/). Six of the inferior staff at Chandausi School were retrenched 
from the 1st August, 1933 and the School Sergeant was retrenched in June, 1933. 

(g) Yes. 

(h) The surplus inferior stall at the Chandausi School were included in the 
number of Way and Works staff of the Moradabad division in the Gazette 
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referred to The post of >School Sergeant was not included in the notidcatioa as 
the Agent was not aware at the time that it was intended to retrench this post. 

(k) The duties iierformed hr the School Sergeant -were as under : 

Supervision of — 

Couser^-'ancy staff. 

Watch and Ward staff. 

Maintenance of buildings. 

Me.ssing arrangements of Catering 
Contractor. 

W orkshop staff 
Peons and coolies. 

Games and upkeep of games material. 

School furniture. 

Mess and school equipment, 

(21) The School Steward who has replaced the School Sergeant and the accounts 
clerk formerly employed, is responsible to the Superintendent for the office work 
inclusive of upkeep of Ledgers, etc., conservancy, school furniture, mess equip- 
nieni, supervision of peons and maintenance of school buildings. 



Information promised in reply to part ( 6 ) of starred question No, 137 5 ^ ashed by Khan Sahib Nawah Siddique Ali Khan 

{on behalf of Mr. A, K. Fazlul Huq) on the 2nd April, 1935. 

Communal Composition op Inferior Establishment of the Central Public Works Department including 
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Information promhed in reply to starred qaehiion No. J379 asked by Sardar 
Sant Sinyh on the 2n(l Apnl, 1935. 

Abpointmeet OF Apfeektioe Pfbmaneyt Way Inspectors on tup: Eaktbsn 

Bengal "Railway. 


(a) Yes. 

(h) 2,075 applications were received. The mimher ol* laouudes t(» Ih* ulied 
not luentioiiod in the advertisements A preliminary seleetmii vas made br 
the Weliure Oflieer aiul the Teisonal Assmtaiit to the Ohiei’ En;L*ineer who <oleetmi 
437 candidates for interview of vhoni five were employees oC the l^msterii Beiij^al 
I^allway. 

A selection Ooiiimittee consisting of the Deputy Chief Engineer, the Ihusonai 
Assistant to the Chief Engineer and the Welfare OiBcer intenicwcd 437 (‘JUididateB 
and selected the folloiving to fill np the eleven vacancies : 



Employes. Outsiders. 

TotaL 

Hindus . . 

..4 2 

6 

Muslim . . 

3 

3 

Anglo Indians 

1 

1 

Other Minority Communities 

1 

1 

(Sikh). 


(g) Out of the total number of Hindus selected, namely, six, four were already 
hi railway employment and two were recruited from outside. The F^eleetion Board 
followed the accepted principle, giving preferential consideration to the sons 
of lailway servants who have rendeied efficient service to the railway, provided 
the candidates were otherwise suitable. It is a mere eomeidence that 'one of ^he 
candidates selected, who is a son of a District Traffic Superintendent who died some 
yeai'^ ago, happens to be also the nephew of a Stores Department Officer at present 
employed on the Eastern Bengal Eailway. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) As regciids the first part Government are informed that the ob.-)ect of 
inviting outsiders to be iiitei viewed was to secure a certain number of suitable 
ea^ididates in the open market. 


The reply to the second part is in the negative. 

(/) In view of the reply to pait (e) above and of the facts that the number 
of vacancies was not advertised and that seven out of the eleven vacancies vere 
available for outsideis, it was not considered necessary to differentiate between 
the vacancies to be filled by departmental candidates and those to be filled bv 
outsiders. 


(//) If railway Adininistiations are to advertise vacancies to be filled a very 
laige number of appheatioiis must be expected in the present state of the labour 
maiket, and it is not possible to make the final selection without interviewing 
a fail percentage of the applicants. In the case in point about 80 per cent of 
Implications were weeded out in the preliminaiy selection and 20 pei cent. wm.re 
interviewed by the Selection Board. 

(fe) 'No. The Agent, Eastern Bengal Bailway, reports that the volume of 
work involved in going through all the applications, interviewing applicants and 
making the hnal setection, is so great that the Administrative officers mentioned 
in. the question could not undertake it. 


Information promised in reply to part ( 6 ) of starred question No. 1381, asked hu 
- Bhai Parma Nand on the 2nd April, 1935. ’ 

Promotion of a Clerk of the Routine Division to the Second Division 
IN THE Departments of the Government of India. 

Vacancies filled in the second division bv the Departments of 
toe Government of India, since the coming into force of the 
Home Department office memoiandum No. F -452127-Dsts 
dated the 8th December, 1928 jists , 


^Vacancies filled by the promotion of unqualified men 


58 

& 
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Information promised %n re fly to unstarred question No. 286 asked by Mr. B. B. 
Varma on the 3rd Afril, 1935. 

Belief of the Staff granted Leave in the Kotah District of the Bombay^ 
Baroda and Central India Eailway. 

The Agent, Bombay, Baroda and Central India Eailway, reports ; 

“ (a) All leave and passes are sanctioned by the District Traffic Superinten- 
dent and relief arrangements for subordinate staE* are made by the District Traffic 
Superintendent's office and for the mferioi staJT by the Traffic-Inspectors. Passes 
for the inferior staff are issued by the District Traffic Superintendent when the 
Traffie-Inspectois apply for them as soon as the latter are in a position to relieve 
the inferior staff. Staff are lelieved as soon as lelief becomes available. 

(h) Pointsman Badri, son of Jodha of Eupbas, claimed damages of Es. 1,500 
from his Traffic-Inspector on the 4th January, 1935, for not relieving him in time. 

(£?) The case was investigated and it was found that the Station Master, 
Eupbas, had wired to the Traffic-Inspector on the 13th March, 1934, intimating that 
Badri ^s wife’s condition was hopeless and he was relieved without undue delay 
on the 15th March, 1934, afternoon, when the first Relieving Pointsman became 
available. 

Every possible effort is made to relieve staff promptly in urgent cases. 


Information fromised in reply to unstarred question No. 296 asked by Mr. C. N. 
Muthuranga Mudaliar on the 3rd April, 1935. 

Seats in the Third Class Carriages on the South Indian 

Railway. 

(g) The eairiages with two seater benches are not generally utilised on 
impoitant mam line trains. Steps are being taken by the South Indian Eailway 
to replace these carnages by the latest type of third class cairiages when the 
former are condemned or pass their time limit. 


Information promised in reply to unstarred question No. 299 asked by V Thein 
Maung on the 1st April, 1935. 

Contracts for the Supply of Ballast Stones to the Burma Railways. 


Year. 

Percentage. 


By number. By amount. 

1932-33 .. 

2-00% 2-64% 

1933-34 .. 

11-11% 9-73% 

1934-35 .. 

13-18% 9-79% 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 1446 asked by Seth Govind 

Das on the 4th April, 1935. 

Arrest and Conviction of Four Persons daily, found travelling 
vvithout Tickets, at Jubbulpore. 

A largo numfer of passengers were being detected at Jubbulpore travelling 
with o (it tickets. The number so detected during the months of October, 1934 to 
L163DAD h2 



116 


LEGLSLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[2nd Sep. 1935. 

March, 1935, and the number who paid the charges due on demand were as 
follows : 


Months. 



No. of passengers 
detected 
without 
tickets. 

No. of passengers 
who paid the 
chaigcs due on 
demand. 

October, 1934 . . 



60,0 

64 

November, 1934 

. . 


560 

11 

December, 1934 



660 

31 

January, 1935 . . 



675 

28 

February, 1935 . . 



524 

24 

March, 1934 

•• 


463 

63 


As it was considered impracticable to prosecute all those who did not pay on 
demand, arrangements w'eie made, in consultation "with the local railway police and 
magisterial authorities for a maximum of four passengers per day to be sent 
up for prosecution The numbers actually prosecuted, however, during the six 
months in question were : 

40 under Section 113 of the Indian Eailway Act. 

138 under Section 112 of the Indian Bailway Act. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 1468 asked by Mr. D. if, 
Lahiri Ghaudhury on the 4th April, 1935. 

Post and Telegbaph Offices maintained fob Militaby Pubposes. 

(a) The names of the Post and Telegraph offices maintained for military 
purposes are : 


(1) Landikotal. 

(12) Wana. 

(2) Shahgai. 

(13) Manzai. 

(3) Jamrud. 

(14) Jandala. 

(4) Razmak. 

(15) Dattakhel. 

(5) ThuU. 

(16) MiraH. 

(6) Fort Lockhart. 

(17) Miranshah. 

(7) DosaUi. 

(18) Sarwakai^ 

(8) Dargai. 

(19) Spinwam. 

(9) Malakand. 

(20) Sararogha. 

(10) Chakdara. 

(11) Oghi. 

(21) Shewa. 


<5^ontribiition to compensate for the loss involved is made by the military 
authorities in res^^et of the seven offices, Nos. 15 to 21, in the above statement, 
ine worJiing of the other offices does not involve any loss and hence no contribu- 
tion IS made. 
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InjofmaUon promised m reply to starred question No. 1470 ashed by Mr. S. 
Satyamurti on the 4th April, 1935. 

Subjects of Indian States against whom Proceedings have been taken 
BY Local Governments under the Foreigners’ Act. 


Provmce. 

No. 

No. of 
orders still 

No. of 
orders 

Madras 

4 

m force 

4 

cancelled. 

Bengal 

2 

2 


United Provinces 

» . . • 



Punjab 

. . . . 



Burma 

. . • • 



Bihar and Orissa 




Central Provinces 

3 


3 

Assam 




North-West Frontier Province . . 

.. 



Coorg 




Delhi 




Ajmer-Merwara 

.. 




None of the persons referred to above was convicted in connection with the 
Civil Disobedience Movement. 


Informationp'omisedinreply to Starred questions Nos. 1485, 1487 parts (a) and (b) 
of 1488 and 1491 ashed by Mr. Ram Narayan Sinha on the 4th Apnl, 1935. 

Grievances of Travelling Ticket Examiners on the East Indian 

Eailway. 

1485. (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes. 

(0) ^ The reply to the first part is in the negative As regards the second part) 
Travelling Ticket Examiners frequently work on moving trains. So do many 
others 

(d) and (ef The Agent. East Indian Railway, reports that the method of 
preparation of programme is not the same for Travelling Ticket Examiners and 
guards. 

if) Yes 

{g) There is a great difference between the natuie of the duties of Guards 
and those of Tra^velling Ticket Examiners and, therefore, the two classes of staff 
cannot be treated on the same basis in respect of hours of duty and peiiods of 
rest. Theie aie no fixed rules as legards the rest at out-stations, but the programme 
of W'ork IS so arranged that the men get adequate rest. 

Qi) Yes. If admissible according to rules 

(1) Travelling Ticket Examiners are not entitled to rest periods and allowances 
wdiKdi are permissible to Guards. The Agent, East Indian Railway reports that 
on that railway the hours of duty of ail Travelling Ticket Examiners are so 
regulated as to give them the benefit of the hours of employment rules, although 
this is not actually lequired under the conditions of their service, since they are 
classihed as running staff for the purpose of those rules. 

(j?) The duties are different, and the rules regarding rest have also to be 
different. 
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Gbievanceb oe Travellinc4 Ticket Examinees ok the East Ixhian 

Eailway. 

1487. (a) Yeb. In aceoidunce Tvitli tlie Guauis Allowanc.<‘ Ruleh 

(&) The iiik*a tor Guards’ allo'vv anta's ai»* >u>t appla able to Travell'ii|^ Ticket 
Examiners In this eonnection I tvouhl uHei the Iloifoiuable Meoiber to tlu* reply 
given to part {g^ oi: Question No. llSo 311st laid on the table of the Ifou.se. 


Grievances of Travellinc Ticket Examiners on ime East Inhlix 

tlAiLVfAY 

148S The Agent, East Indian Eailvay, repoits : 

{ii) Exchange of duties bel\\t‘v.ni hlail* is geneiaiiy diseou! .iged as such e\- 
clianges aie liable to cause disiotat ou ot nonuai working In euicrnenl cases, 
lioweVer, it is permitted, with the prior sanction of the coun«ei.nt sn|H’^\xsbig 
senloi subordinate, and Tiavellmg Ticket Examiners are not made an e\t epoon of 
in this respect 

(b) To prevent disorganisjition of work a severe view is alv' p' s tak»*r of cases 
in which staff fail to turn up in taue for the tram by which they me booked 
without authorised leave or without piodiicing a proper medical ceitilicate e 
consumption of medicine is not considered an autliority for impunetnality or 
absence from duty. 


Geievancbs op Teavellino Ticket Esaminbr8 ox the East Indian 

Railway 

1491. The Agent, East Indian Eailway, reports : 

(a) The question is obscure for it is not clear in what connection the term 
rest is used. 

(b) Until the obscurity referred to in reply to part (a) above is removoti, 
difterential tieatment is not apparent and the question does not arise 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 1513 asked by Prof. N. G. 

Ranqa ou. the 4th Ap) 1935. 

Oepbes op Sinking or constructing Wells or Myers’ Pumps on Railway 
Platforms or within Railway Compounds. 

Government are informed that one such offer by the public of Indupalli to 
erect a Myers Pump on the Eailway platform, was received by the Madias 
and Southern Mahiatta Eailway Administration in January, 1934, 'and that this 
request was later supported by the Andhra Desa Eailway Passengers Association. 
As the arrangement for the siqiply of water to passengers which had meanwhile 
been augmented, were considered adequate, the offer was not accepted. 

The administration do not consider it desirable that works of this nature, 
within Eailway piemises, should be provided by any agenev other than the 
Eailway. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 1563 asked Mr. Satya 
Narayan Smha on the 5th April, 1935 

Reconstruction op certain Bridges between Madhubani and Jayanagab 
ON THE Bengal and North Western Railway. 

(a) Yes. 

(b) It is a fa^t that in certain instances existing spans which had ceased 
functioning were filled in. In other cases, the bridges were rebuilt with an 
increase in waterway. 
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(g) Grovernment have no reason to doubt that the hoods caused damage to 
standing crops, but the flooding was m no way due to any deficiency in the water- 
way provided by the Eailway as supposed, but to the ste^ady rise of the river bed 
by silting and possibly to subsidence of the flooded areas due to the earthcjuahe 
of January, 1934, 

(d) to (/), A lepresentation was received from the Chief Managei, Baj Dar- 
bhanga, but it was pointed out to him that the flooding was due to the rise in the 
river bed and to the change taking place in the course of the rivei which is tending 
to return to its old bed 


Information promised in reply to parts (a) and (b) of starred question No, 1577 
asked by Mr. Ram Narayan Sinha on the 5th April, 1935. 

Applications made under Section 30 oe the Indian Income-tax Act- 

(a) amd (h) A statement giving the necessary information for the year IQSd-SS* 
is laid on the table. 


Statement. 

1934-35. 


*No. of apphea- fNo. of cases 
tions made in which 


District or Circle. 


under section 
30. 

modifications 
were made in 
favour of the 
applicants. 

Patna . 

. . 

232 

207 

Gaya . . 

. . 

236 

100 

Shahabad 

, • 

172 

40 

Bhagalpur (South) Sonthal Pargaunas (East) 

379 

239 

Muzaflarpur (Sadar) Champaran . . 


353 

237 

Darbhanga-Sitamarhi 


281 

160 

Saran-Hajipur . . 


293 

290 

Purnea-North Bhagalpur 


393 

280 

Banchi 


69 

36 

Manbhum Sadar 


66 

33 

Dhanbad 


79 

45 

Smghbhum 


107 

64 

Sambalpur 


103 

65 

Hazaribagh 


110 

56 

Palamau 


45 

17 

Cuttack 


142 

75 

Balasore 


54 

35 

Puri 


75 

28 

Salaries Circle . . 


31 

22 

Monghyr-Sonthal Pargannas (West) 


322 

132 


Include appeals filed in previous years but disposed of in 1934-36. 
t Include slight reductions. 
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Information promised in reply to part (6) of starred qucstto7i No, loSO mked by 
Mr, Ram Narayan Sengh on the 5th Ajwib 1935, 


Imposition oe Penalties under Section 28 of the Income-tax Act in 
Cuttack, Puri and Balasore Circles. 


(b) No. 


Ifformation promised in reply to starred q}iestiou A o. 1659 ashea by Mr. 
Umar Aly Shah on the Sth April, 1935. 

Certain Subordinates of the Central Public N orks Depart^ient, New 

Delhi. 

(a) A list of peimaiieiit subordinates in tlie Central^ Public Works Department 
wlio liaTO not passed any recognised teclinieal examination is laid on tlie table. 

(h) They were given permanent appointments on the merits of their practical 
experience and qualifications. 

(c) There are only two such subordinates, namely — Air. Alanzoor Ali, and Air. 
Harbans Swamp. 


Zist of immanent £uboi dinaies in the Central Fublw Worlcs DepafinifTit who haie not 
passed any recognised technical examination. 


8’dhordinate Engineering Service. 

1. Air. Gnrdit Singh. 

2. Mr. Shib Dayai. 

3 Mr. Ram Chand (Delhi). 

4. Mr. Cliirauji Lai. 

5. Air. Allah Ditta. 

6. Mr. Badruddin I. 

7. Mr. Rulia Ram. 

8. Mr. Basant Singh. 

9. Air. Noor Mohammed.^ 

10. Mr. Ram Chand (Ajmer). 

11. Mr. Ghulam Sabir. 


Eleetncal and Mechanical Section. 
1. Air. Kesar Chaiul. 

2 Air. Sundar Singh. 

3. Mr, AV. Wylie. 

4. Air F. D Williams. 

5 Afr. Habibul Rahman. 

6. Mr. Pooran Chand. 

7. Mr. Bua Ditta Alai. 

8. Mr. Sant Ram. 

9. Air. R. H. Foster. 


Inforrmtiort promised in reply to unstarred questions Nos. 302, 303, 304, 307, 
317 and 318 asked by Dr. N. B. Khare on the 9th April, 1935. 

Hemoval of Travelling Ticket Collectors from the Category of Train 
(Traffic) or Punning Staff on certain Eailavays. 

302. So far as the grant of mileage allowances is eoneenied, the Travelling Ticket 
Cheeking staff ceased to be treated as running staff on : 

Korth Western Railway *1 

> from the 1st June, 1931. 

Fast Indian Railway J 

Eastern Bengal Railway, from the 1st April, 1931. 

On the Burma Railways, the question is still under consideration. 

On the Great Indian Peninsula Railway the Travelling Ticket Checking staff 
were never, so far as I am aware, given mileage allowances. They have all 
along been given either daily or night allowance under the Travelling 

AllOWJiTJr'A KniAfl ® 
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Buties and Eesponsibilities op the Crew System in the Howrah and 
Lucknow Divisions, East Indian Eailway. 

303. Ml. G J. Harris’s repoit from which the quotation has been taken has 
no bearing on the question of seniority As regards fixation of seniority of Crew 
and other Ib^a veiling Ticket Checking staft on absorption in the Moody-Ward system, 
I would refer the Honourable Member to the information laid on the table of the 
House on the 19th July, 1934, in reply to part (i) of question No. 459, asked by 
by Mr. S. G Jog, on the 13 Ih March, 1934. 

Promotion and Seniority op the Travelling Ticket Inspectors op the 
Account and Audit Department transferred to the Traffic 
Department of the East Indian Eailway. 

304. The Agent, East Indian Railway reports : 

At each of the stages mentioned the seniority of the Tic-ket Checking Staff was 
maintained on the lines stated belorv : 

Jst May. 1931 * The seniority of Travelling Ticket Inspectors of the Accounts 
Depaitmeiit ivas distinct from the senioiity of staff on the Crew System. 

tsi June, 1931 : A combined seniority list was made for each grade of the 
Moody-Ward system in which the Travelling Ticket Inspectors of the 
Accounts Department were positioned with other ticket checking staff, 
senioiity being determined primarily according to pay and by length of 
service when pay was equal 

1st January, 1933. ) In December, 1932, the old Travelling Ticket Inspectors 

1st March, 1933. ) of the Accounts Department who were absorbed in the 

Moody-W^ard scheme as Travelling Ticket Examineis were allow ed the 
option of retaining the scales of pay applicable to the former peruuincnt 
posts held substantively by them with the benefit of increments therein. 


Consolidated Allowance of the Ticket Checking Staff on the East 

Indian Eailway. 


307. The Agent, East Indian Railway, repoits : 

(a) 1. Chief Inspectors (Tickets) 6. 

2. Inspectors (Ticket), Giade I :r=r: ^ 

3. Inspectors (Ticket), Grade II rrr:; 5 
(&) 1. Rs 240—20—460. 

2. Rs. 200—10—220. 

3. Rs. 150—10—190. 

(c) The Inspectors draw’ ordinaiy travelling allowance as applicable to other 
Inspectors under the State Railway or East Indian R^iilway Rules, the rates are as 
show’n below • 


State Railway Rules 

Staff drawing Rs. 501 and above Rs. 4 per 
day. 

Staff drawing Rs. 401 to Rs. 500, Rs. 3/8/0 
per day. 


East Indian Railway Rules. 

European and East Indian subordinates 
Rs. 4 per night. 

Indian employees drawing Rs. 350 and 
above, Rs. 3/8/0 per night 


Staff drawing Rs 301 to Rs. 400, Rs. 3 per 
day. 

Staff drawing Rs. 201 to Rs. 300, Rs. 2/8/0 
per day. 


Indian employees drawing Rs. 250 to under 
Rs. 350 Rs. 2/8/0 per night. 

Indian employees drawing Rs. 200 to under 
Rs. 250, Rs, 2 per night. 


Staff drawing Rs. 101 to Rs. 200, Rs 1/8/0 Indian employees drawing Rs. 100 to under 
per day. Rs. 200, Rs 1 /8/0 per night. 

(d) A statement giving the required information is attached. (A). 

(f) A statement giving the required information is attached (B). 

■ The old Travelling Ticket Inspectors and staff of the Grew System were fitted 
into appointments in the Moody-Ward Scheme according to their suitability, limited 
necessarily by the sanctioned number of posts in each grade. 
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I ist showing Ike rates of pay of the old Travelling Ticket Iw pectois who are nofv twpioye I as Htad 
Ticket (Jothetors, Assistant Head Ticltt Coll dors or TieJe^ ns. 


ETaiiie 

iH’sitfiKUlUU. 

( .Mile 111 Id. 

Pay. 



iL. 

lY 

F, L. Robeit.^ , . 

. Bead Ticl«‘t 

— 1|»- iiu 

210 

B, B. Nijxani 

As^istard llea<l 1 ick(*t CoL 
jpotor 


200 

B. Peck 

. , . Head Tic'ket Collector 

1*00--- lu— 220 

220 

B,WliceJer 

, ' Bo. 


190 

J.N.Smka .. 

i;o. 

PHI 

180 

SHtabPai 

Do. 

130 -10—200 

200 

M. A. Springett 

Bo 

130— ID 200 

200 

Hamm Hussam 

Bo. 

130—10—200 

200 

S. Paj ambar . . 

Assistant Head Ticket Col- 
lector. 

; 110-5- 140 

125 

T. Liddle 

.. ’ Bo. 

. 130—10—160 

160 


Mates of pay last drawn by the staff of Grew System who are now employed as Ticket Inspectors* 


1 

1 

Name. j 

1 

Besignation. | 

* 

Existing 

grade. 

Rates of pay last drawn in Crew 
System. 

i 

Grade. 

Pay. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

A. H. Kurishy 

Inspector (Ticket) 

200—10—220 

220—20—300 

260 Station In- 
spector. 

A. L. Beef holts . 

Junior Inspector 
(Ticket). 

150—10—190 

150—10—200 

190 Line Inspec- 
tor. 

„A. G. Khan 

Inspector (Ticket) 

200—10—220 

150—10—200 

200 Hostel Super- 
visor. 

T. N. Kitohlu 

Junior Inspector 
(Ticket). 

150—10—190 

150—10—200 

180 Line Inspector. 

K, M. Asghar . . 

1 

1 Bo. 

150—10—190 

150—10—200 

180 Do. 

Mohd. La tiff 

! Chief Inspector 
(Tickets). 

1 240—20—160 

1 

240—20—460 

260 Chief Inspec- 
tor (Tickets). 
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Consolidated Alloivance of the Ticket Checking Staff on the East 

Indian Eailway. 

317. Tlie Agent, East Indian Eailway^ repoits : 

{a) III llie Ticket Checliing Bianeli the posts of Chief Inspectors (Tickets) are 
higher than tlie pons of thf^ Travelhiig Ticket Inspectors The rules for reciuitmcnt 
and training of siiljeKh note stafl referred to in part (c) of this question aie followed. 

(h) Attention of the Honourable Member is aivited to the infoimation 3.101 laid 
on ihe table of the Mouse m reply to paits (a) and (h) of his question No. 307 
asked by liini on the Pth April, lD3o 

(e) With the circular referred to, the lules for the recruitment and training ot 
su]>ordinate sraff, woi ^ published for the information and guidance of all concerned. 

(d>aud(ej Ticket Collectors form one of the classes 111 the group of sraf( 
lalieu Tnket Collectois in Kule 25 ol the recruitment rules The group includes 
besides Ticket collectois. Travelling Ticket Examiners, Assistant Head Ticket Collectors, 
Head Take'- Collectors, Inspectors and Chief Inspcetois of Tickets. Eecruitnient is 
normal]^ made imtiailY io the lowest grade of the class Ticket Collectors ’k 

Promotion and Seniority- of the Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the 

East Indian Railway. 

318 (d) Attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the information just 
laid on the table of the House in leplr to question No 304 asked by him on the 
9t3i April, 1935. Any changes that have taken place are the result of altered condi- 
tions due to the re-orgamsation of the ticket checking system and not of transfer 
from one Department to another 

(h) Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that there were only two grades, : — 
(%) Es. 60—4—64—8—120’, and 
(n) Rs 130—10—200 

The numbei of staff in those grades was as follows : — 

Grade (t). Grade (b). 

Date. R-s. Rs. 

60-4—64—8—120. 130—10—200. 

1st April, 1926 , . ... 86 24 

31st May, 1931 .. .. . • 86 24 

1st Juno, 1931 . . . . . . . . 72 8 

1st March, 1935 . . . . . . 69 8 

(c) There are no giades the maximum of which is Es 80 or Rs. 96, Rs. 180 and 
Rs. 210. In all branches of service staff after reaching the maximum of each grade 
normally vail until vacancies in the sanctioned cadre of the next higher grade 
occur 

(d) The aiisver to the first pait of the question is in the afllimative 

(i) I would refer the Honourable Membci to the leply given to part (0) above. 

fii) and (lib) The Railway Boaid^s oider in question allowed these men to 
retain the scales of pay applicable to the permanent posts held by each 
of them in a substantive capacity prior to the introduction of the Moody- 
Ward scheme. They held posts in the scales referied to in part (h) 
above and have been allowed increments in the scale of pay of the 
posts substantively held by them The Board ^s orders did not allow the^e 
men to be given pay and increments in higher posts which were formerly 
in existence in the Accounts Department of which they ^ were not the 
substantive holders at the time when they were absorbed in the Moody- 
War d scheme. 

{iv) Government aie not prepared to go beyond the orders referred to above 

{«g) The reply to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. 

(i) For higher grade posts, I would refer ihe Honourable Member to the 
information just laid on the table of the House in reply to parts (a) 
and (h) of Ms question No. 317 asked on the 9th April, 1935. The 
employees concerned are, however, eligible, bn ihe occurrence of vacancies, 
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for appomtiuent to otiioi posih (*arr\iiig tuglu'i ini} tliaii tla.M,* I» ‘Id 1)} 
them sii])st autivcly tor x^Ineh they may l>e qualhied The Kant 

IiKhan Kaiiway reports thtit as the higher grade posts for wHwh an 
cmploiee may be qualified depend on ihe ntitnre of Ms qiiahlierdiong, 
it iS not pussibit to name sueh po.-.ts cu’ scales of p<'p^ attaehiiig thert*1a. 

(n) Ko. 

(ill) Ko. The latter part of the question do<^s not arise 

(w) This IS a hypothetical question. If. hrn\e\ei% the licmouiable M^anher is 
refening lo the ease of a Travelling Tiektd Examiner on the Moradabatl 
Division of the East Indian Eailway, I would refer him to tht‘ informa- 
tion laid on the table of the House on the 25th Janiiaiy 1hr*5 In reply 
to question Xo. 440 (h) asked by Maulvi Saied Murtaza kahili Bahadair 
on the 7lh August, 1934 

(v) The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that there is no anomaly to be 
removed 

(f) If the Honourable Member will quote speeitie eases, CfOvernnn nt will be 
prepared to make enffutries. 


Information promised m reply to umtarred question No. 309 uslrd hy Dr. N. B. 
Khare on the 9lh Apnl 1935. 

Promotion aed Seniority op Travelling- Ticket Examiners ani» Travel- 
ling Ticket Inspectors of the Accounts and Aebit Department 

TRANSFERRED TO THE OPERATING DEPARTMENT OP THE XORTH WESTERN 

AND East Indian Railways. 

The Agents, 2\oi‘tii Western and East Indian Raihvays, state : 

North WesieJti Railway . — The entire control of Travelling Ticket Examuxers and 
special Ticket examiners (wrongly refened to as Travelling Ticket Inspectors) was 
transferred from the Accounts to the Executive with eilect from 1st June, 1028- 
Fiom 1st Juno, 1028 to Blst May, 1931 Travelling Ticket Examiners in< liiding 
Special Travelling Ticket Examiners and Special Ticket Examiners xvere boxne on 
two separate cadres for the purpose of seniority and for temporary or permanent 
promotions to their respective higher grades. 

2 Prom 1st June, 1931, the cadre of Travelling Ticket Examiners iuclutliiig 
Special Travelling Ticket Examiners w'as abolished and the incumbents of the post 
x\cre (itled into the cadre of Special Ticket Examiners. Since then they have been 
borne on a combined seniority list for promotion to higher grades thougli due to 
surpluses in these higher grades no such promotions have been made Tiavelling 
Ti(‘kct I'xaminers including Special Travelling Ticket Exammeis who prior to Ist 
August, 1931, held peimanent posts as such in a substantive capacity, have been 
informed that rbey must before 1st August, 1935, exercise an option" of retaining 
their old scales as personal to themselves wall effect from Ist June, 1931, Ihe date 
on w^hieh they were fitted into the Special Ticket Examiner’s cadre. 

Further instructions as regards seniority and promotion will be issued when they 
have exercised this option. 

East I'hdia7i Railway . — Attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the 
information just laid on the table of the House in reply to question No. 304 asked by 
him on the 9th April, 3935. The remarks given against the stage 1st May, 1931, 
also refer to the period previons to that. The remarks given against the stage 1st 
June, 1931, indicates the position upto 1932. 


MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Order, order. 
I have received a notice from Mr. A. K Puzlul Huq that he intends to 
make a motion for adjournment today for the purpose of discussing a 
definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, “ the situation 
created by the refusal of the Government to allow Mahatma Gandhi 
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and Congress Leaders to visit tlie area affected by the Earthquake at 
Quetta for purposes of carrying on relief operations As the Honour- 
able Member is not in his seat, that notice of motion for adjournment 
lapses 

Prohibition op Mr Mohan Lal Saksena from entering into the 

District op Tippera. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) : I have al&o 
received a notice from Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta that he intends to 
make a motion for adjournment today for the purpose of discussing a 
definite matter of urgent public importance, viz , ^ ^ the order passed by 
the District Magistrate of Tippera on the 11th July, 1935, prohibiting 
Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena, M.L A , from entering into the District of 
Tippera where he was proceeding as a member of a committee appointed 
by the Congress Party of the Assembly to investigate into the administra- 
tion of repressive laws in Bengal ” 

Since then I have received a Message from His Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor General in which he says that, on the ground that 
this matter is not primarily the concern of the Governor General, he 
disallows the motion. 

{Cries of Shame, shame from Congress Party Benches) 
Beptjsal op Permission to Mahatma Gandhi and Babit Rajendra Prasad 

TO ENTER INTO THE EARTHQUAKE ArEA OP QuETTA. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Order, order. 

Mr. Avinashilingam Chettiar has also given notice of an ad- 
journment motion which runs as follows : 

I propose to move a motion for adjournment of the business of this House 
on the opening day of the coming Session for the purpose of discussing a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, the Government of Indians refusal to 
give permission to Mahatma Gandhi and Babu Rajendra Prasad to enter into the earth- 
quake area of Quetta and do relief work 

I have to inquire whether any Honourable Member has any objec- 
tion to this adjournment motion 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar (Salem and Coimbatore cum 
North Areot : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I do not want to move 
my motion 

Rioting op British Soldiers stationed at Jubbulpore 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • I have also 
received notice of an adjournment motion from Seth Govind Das in 
which he proposes to discuss the situation created by the rioting of 
the soldiers of the King’s Regiment stationed at Jubbulpore in the 
village of Benda near Jubbulpore, Central Provinces Does the 
Honourable Member wish to move his motion ? 

Seth Govind Das (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions ; Non- 
Muhammadan) : Yes, Sir, I wish to move my motion. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have to 
inquire whether any Honourable Member has any objection to it. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) : Sir, 
we object to the motion on the ground that the subject-matter is already 
being examined by Court, and, therefore, it is not in order. In what- 
ever language the motion may be couched, reference wdll be made to 
the par^the soldiers took in these disturbances, and I take objection 
on that ground also. 
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Setli Govind Das : May I point out to tin* lloitouralih^ 
tiiat i do not waul to toueii tiio details of tlie qiiestioiL 1 \\aiit to dis- 
cuss tile matter irom tlie broader aspect of iiiilitary diMOibiiie. *\i the 
time of the Meerut Conspiracy trial, 1 hough the question was son) jii((ic£y 
yet ail adjournment motion was moved and the iioiimirulile 3.lr. ihitei, 
the then rrej^ideiai, gave the ruling lliah in spite of its belug sub jutlii^e, 
it could be discussed on the floor of the House iroiu the broaner piunt 
of view. 

Mr. President (The lionoiirabie JSir Abdiir Rahim . Wiuit is that 
ruling ! 

Beth Govind D’as : Yesterday the library was closed, and, ikere- 
fore, I could not find it. It was at tlie time when the Meerut case was 
going on. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Ruhim) : H not the 
very fact of xuotmg one of the issues in the ease ’ 

The HonouraWe Sir Nripendra Sircar : Yes, Sir. Whether ilie 
soldiers committed a breach of discipline or whether they were justi- 
fied to do what they did, are matters for the Court. 

Seth Govind Das : But, as I have said, I want tc dist uss it Irom 
‘tlie broader aspect. Sir, now I have got the gist of Mr. Paters ruling. 

The following words are on page 36 of the book, named Decisions 
from the Chair in this respect • 

It was, however, contended for the motion that the Court had nothing to do 
with the policy underlying the action taken by the Goveinment. ^ ’ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Ralinn; . Is there any 
question of policy here ? 

Seth Govind Das ; Certainly, Sir, as I have twice said, I do not 
want to discuss whether the soldiers committed any offence or not, but 
I want to discuss whether it was proper on the ground of military 
discipline, because such offences are committed by soldiers every luw 
and then. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : May I say a word in reply ? 
What happened then was that Raudit Motilal Nehru sought lo move 
the adjournment of the House in order to discuss the policy of the 
Government in sanctioning wholesale raids and arrests in different parts 
of India That is to say, it was the policy which he was going 
to discuss. My friend has not suggested that it is the policy of the 
Government that he wishes to discuss. He is referring to a riot 
which is now being tried in a Court, and it has nothing to do with the 
present situation. As a matter of fact, all these raicls were not the 
subject-matter of invesfigation by the Court when the riot was going 
on. It cannot be said that every single raid was then being investi- 
gated by the Court. So, the Honourable the President tben rightly 
ruled that those cases were not sul) judice. There, the Honourable 
Member wanted to discuss the policy of wholesale raids and arrests. 
I submit, therefore, that the position then was absolutely different 
from the present one 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City • Non-Muhammadan Urban) : The 
point which my Honourable friend, Seth Govind Das, wants to raise has. 
nothing to do with the facts of the case, which are now being placed 
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before a Court of law What he wants to thscuss is the lack ot discipline 
in this regiment. 

Mi*. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahimj : But the rioting 
by the soldiers is a point at issue. 

Mr. B, Satyamnrti : The lack of discipline is admitted by the fact 
that these soldiers are being arrested by the army authoriiies themselves 
and are hainled ovei for trial. They may be convicted or acquitted^ 
that IS quite a dnTerent matter. Bui, so far as the Government are 
eoncenied, they adinil the facts and have proceeded on them. (Voices of 
No, no from Official Benches.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Is not noting a 
point at issue in this ease 

Mr. S. Satyamiirti : I admit that it is ; but the point my Honourable 
friend wants to raise by means of tins adjournment motion is the lack 
of discipline. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : How is the lack of discipline 
proved ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : It is admitted by Government. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : No. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : They have arrested these men, and have 
pkmed them for trial before the Court . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) • The Honourable 
Member wants to discuss the question of noting and the situation 
created by the noting, and I have no hesitation m ruling that this 
adjournment motion is out of order, because a principal issue at the 
trial must be whether there was noting or not The ruling which has 
been referred 1o and which is No 33 of the Selection from the 
Decisions from the Chair ’’ has no bearing on this matter. There the 
question was whether the House should be allowed to discuss the policy 
of the Govennnenl in sanctioning wholesale raids and arrests in 
different parts of India In this case there Is no question of any policy 
of Government. 

Refusal op Permission to Mahatma Gandhi and Babu Eajendra Prasad 

TO ENTER into THE EARTHQUAKE x\.REA' OP QuETTA. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Mr. Satyamurti 
has given notice of a motion for adjournment of the House which runs 
thus • 

“ The prohibition of Mahatma Gandhi and Babu Bajeiidra Prasad, President 
of the Indian National Congress, and other Congress leaders, from enteiing Quetta, 
for helping in relief operations to those who suffered on account of the Earth- 
quake. ^ ’ 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Sir, I do not want to move it. 

Prohibition op the Convener op the Congress Assembly Party Com- 
MiTTEB re Detenus to enter certain places in Bengal. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Mr. Satyamurti 
has given notice of another motion for adjournment of the House to 
consider the following definite matter of urgent public importance, 
namely : 

“ The prohibition of the Convener of the Committee appointed by the Congress 
Assembly Party to investigate and report on the condition of the detenus and their 
families in Bengal, from entering certain places m the province. 

Does the Honourable Member want to move it f 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. President (The nononrahh‘ Sir Abchir Rahiin • ; Then T have 
to inquire whether any ITonourable Member has objection to it 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : We object to tlie motion^ 
but I am not asking you to rule it out. It requires 25 ileniliers slami- 
ing up. 

Mr. President (The Ilonourabie Sir Abdiir R-ahimi • As an objec- 
tion has been taken, I would like to know how many Members arc in 
favour of the leave being granted. 

As not less than 25 Members are in favour of leave being granted, 
the motion will be taken up for discussion at 4 p.m today. 


GOVERNOR GENERAL'S ASSENT TO BILLS. 

Mir. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have to in- 
form Honourable Members that the following Bills which were passed 
by both Chambers of the Indian Legislature during the Delhi Session, 
1935, have been assented to by His Excellency the Governor General 
under the provisions of sub-section (1) of section 68 of the Government 
of India Act : 

(1) The Indian Naturalization (Amendment) x\et, 1935, 

(2) The Indian TarM (Amendment) Act, 1935, 

(3) The Indian Tea Cess (Amendment) Act, 1935, 

(4) The Salt Additional Import Duty (Extending) Act, 1935, 

and 

(5) The Indian Mines (Amendment) Act, 3935. 


PANEL OF CHAIRMEN. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : T have to inform 
the House that under rule 3 (1) of the Indian Legislative Rules, T 
nominate Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, 
Mr. G. Morgan and Mr. M S. Aney on the Panel of Chairmen for the 
current Session 


COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have to 
announce that under Standing Order 80 (1) of the Legislative Assembly 
Standing Orders the following Honourable Members will form the 
Committee on Petitions : 

(1) Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant, 

(2) Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang, 

(3) Dr F. X. DeSouza, and 

(4) Mr. Lalchand Navalrai. 

According to 'the provision of the same Standing Order the Deputy 
President will be the Chairman of the Committee. 



AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE RESERVE BANK OP INDIA AND 
THE IMPERIAL BANK OP INDIA. 

The HoBOurable Sir James Grigg (Finance Member) : Sir, I lay on 
the table a copy of the Agreement between the Reserve Bank of India 
and the Imperial Bank of India. 


An Agreement made the fifth day of April 1935, between the Reserve Bank 
of India (hereinafter called the “the Reserve Bank “) of the one part and the 
Imperial Bank of India (hereinafter called “ the Imperial Bank of the other 
part WHEREAS the Imperial Bank was constituted and incorporated by the 
Imperial Bank of India Act, 1920 (being Act No XL VII of 1920) and WHEREAS 
the Reserve Bank was constituted and incorporated and is regulated by the Reserve 
Bank of India Act, 1934 (being Act No. II of 1934) hereinafter called “ the Act “ 
and WHEREAS by section 45 of the Act it is inter aha provided that the Resei’ve 
Bank should enter into an agreement with the Imperial Bank which should be 
subject to the approval of the Governor General in Council and should be expressed 
to come into force on the date on which Chapter III of the Act should come into 
force and should remain in force for 15 years and theieaftor until terminated after 
5 years ^ notice on either side and should fuither contain the provisions set forth 
in the Third Schedule to the Act subject neveitheless to the proviso that the agree- 
ment should be conditional on the maintenance of a sound financial position by the 
Imperial Bank, and that if, in the opinion of the Central Board of the Reserve 
Bank, the Imperial Bank failed either to fulfil the conditions of the agreement 
or to maintain a sound financial position, the said Central Board should make a 
recommendation to the Governor General in Council and the Governor General in 
Council after making such further enquiries as he thought fit might issue instruc- 
tions to the Imperial Bank with reference either to the agreement or to any matter 
which in his opinion involved the security of the Government monies or the assets 
of the Issue Department of the Reserve Bank in the custody of the Imperial Bank 
and in the event of the Imperial Bank disregarding such instructions might declare 
the agreement to be terminated and WHEREAS the agreement contemplated by 
the Act is the agreement hereinafter set out to which the Governor General in 
Council has already expressed his approval 

NOW IT IS HEREBY MUTUALLY AGREED AND DECLARED by and 
between the parties hereto as follows, that is to say : — 

1 This agreement shall be deemed to have come into force on the 1st day of 
April 1935 being the day on which the Governor General in Council by notification 
in the Gazette of India appointed that Cliapter III of the Act should come into 
force and this agreement shall remain in force for the term of twenty years from 
the aforesaid day and thereafter unless and until determined as hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

2. The Reserve Bank shall during the subsistence of this agreement employ the 
Imperial Bank as its sole agent at every place in British India where there is a 
branch of the Imperial Bank which was in existence at the date on which this agi ce- 
ment comes into force and where there is no branch of the Banking Department of 
the Reseive Bank 

3 The general banking business of the Governor General in Council which may 
be entrusted by the Reseive Bank to the Imperial Bank as sole agent of the Reserve 
Bank as aforesaid shall be managed by the Imperial Bank subject to the provi- 
sions of this agreement and with and to such orders and directions as may from 
time to time be given to the Imperial Bank by the Reserve Bank and for this purpose 
all such accounts shall be maintained by the Imperial Bank as shall be necessary 
or convenieni or as the Reserve Bank shall fioni time to time direct : 

Provided however that in conducting such business the responsibility of the 
Imperial Bank shall be solely to the Reserve Bank and shall be that of a Banker 
to an ordinary customer. 

4 The Reserve Bank shall not maintain a balance with the Imperial Bank for 
the management of the accounts of the Governor General in Council, but all sums 
due to or fiom the Governor Geiiernl in Council in the management of the aforesaid 
accounts shall be adjusted by the Imperial Bank by book transfer with the balances 
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whu'b it holiU with the Eeserve Bank at sueli place or places at which there h a 
branch ol: the Banking Department oi’ the llesevve Bank ami m hiich in, inner as 
may be agieed upon between the Beserve Bank and the tmpenal Bank liniu t'lno 

to time. 

5. (a) III eousidcrution of the performruiee at the plate? aiel :ii the maeiser 

Specified m this agieemoni by the Impel lal Bank on lelaili oT the r> mk 

of the functions which the Impeiial Bank wa^ peifoimiiig on rn half of the chtuaiior 
General m Council bei'oie the coming into forte of this agietmient ’he cAieptitm 

of functions relating to the niaiiageineiit of the public ticbf, tie* lic.^eue Bank -hull 
pay to the Imperial Bank as leinumiatnni a sum Minch shall be loi the lir>t ten 
years diaing winch this agreement is in force a eoinnnssmii calciilatcfl, at cme- 
sixteenth of one per cent on the fiisi ‘Job ciores and one-thuty-vvctuid to mi, per 
cent, on the remamdei of the total of the receipts and thshui'^emcnts tieith e, lUi 
annually on aceount of Goveminent by the Imperial Bank tui behalf oi thi‘ ih'^t rve 
Bank. ‘At the close of the said ten }ears the remuneration to be pa*d by the 
Beserve Bank to the Imperial Bank for the performance of these fumdams hhall be 
revised and the remuneration for the ensuing five years shall be detensuicnl on the 
basis of the actual cost to the Imperial Bank, as ascertained by expeil acc nnfc- 
iiig investigation, of performing the said functions. The lemuneratiou deloru iaed 
shall thereafter be sub.ieet to revision in like manner at the end of each penod of 
five yeais so long as this agreement remains in force. The amount of toe sa*d 
remuneration shall be arrived at by discussion in advance between the ReMU'M* Ik'uk 
and the Imperial Bank so that the new arrangements may come into foice at: the 
beginning of each such period ; 

Provided that if any dispute arises betw'ecii the Reserve Bank and the Impm*lul 
Bank as to the amount of the said remuneration, the mattei shall be refeiied for 
final decision to the Governor General m Council who may for the purpose of arrj\ing 
at such decision require from the Imperial Bank such information and may order 
such accounting investigation as he thinks fit. 

(h) The Eeserve Bank shall pay to the Imperial Bank for acting as agent m 
matters other than that for which the Imperial Bank is remunerated under clause 
5 (a) such remuneration as shall be agreed between the parties from time to tbj‘e 
and failing agreement as shall he determined by the Governor General in (''outKdl 
whose decision shall be final and binding on the parties. 

6. The Imperial Bank shall maintain branches not less in number than those 
existing at the time this agreement comes into force and in consideration thereof 
the Eeserve Bank shall until the expiry of 15 yeais from the coming into force of 
this agreement make to the Imperial Bank the following payments, namely 

(a) during the first five years of this agreement— nine lakhs of rupees per 
annum ; 

(h) during the next five years of tfie agreement— six lakhs of rupees per 
annum ; and 

(c) during the next five years of the agreement — ^four lakhs of rupees per 
annum. 

7. The Imperial Bank shall not without the approval of the Eeserve Bank open 
any branch in substitution for a branch existing at the time this agreement comes 
into force. 

8. If the Imperial Bank so desires, the Eeserve Bank shall maintain a chest of 
its Issue Department and a small coin depot at each branch of the Imperial Bank 
managing the Government account situated at a place in British India where there 
is no office of the Banking or Issue Department of the Eeserve Bank, and at any 
local head ofiice or other^ branch of the Imperial Bank in India if the two Ba/iks 
so agree and the Imperial Bank shall provide sufficient accommodation for such 
chests and small coin depots as may be required for the deposit of notes coin. 
The Eeserve Bank shall supply the said chests and depots with the necessary currency 
whether notes or coin, and the Imperial Bank shall, subject to any general or spe^^ia! 
directions received from the Eeserve Bank in that behalf, exchange notes for coin 
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and coin tor notes and make deposits and withdrawal of notes and com at such 
chests and depots and shall supply the Reserve Bank ivith such information as it 
may from time to time require as to the transactions at such chests and depots 
and the composition of the balances held thereat. The Imperial Bank shall be 
responsible for the safe custody in its strong rooms of the said chests and depot's 
ancl their contents and the responsibility of the Imperial Bank in respect of the 
said chests and depots and their contents shall be that of a bailee as piesciibed by 
section 151 of the Indian Conti act Act (Act IX of 1872). The Imperial Br^Lk 
shall allow the Reserve Bank to have access to the said chests and depots at aU 
reasonable times for the purpose of inspecting the contents and the arrangements 
made for their safe custody. The Impeiial Bank shall also be responsible for ihe 
examination and coriectness of coin or notes at the time of deposit in oi withdrawal 
of the same from the said chests or depots 

9. The Imperial Bank shall be at liberty for the purpose of the transfer of its 

funds from any of its local liead offices or branches in India to any other oi such 
offices or blanches to make payments into and withdrawals froxii its account with ^n^ 
office 01 branch of the Banking Department of the Reserve Bank or any office or 

chest of the Issue Depaitment of the Reseive Bank oi any small com depot in :ti 

custody free of charge 

10. The Impel lal Bank shall give to all banks included ni the Second Schedule 
of the Act such facilities for leniittaiices as may be piesenbed fioin time to time 
by the Reserve Bank and shall also as far as piacticable give the public every facility 
for the transfer of money at rates not exceeding such raffis as ihe Reserve B<iri.k 
may by special or general direction approve 

11. The Imperial Bank shall not be at liberty to close any of its offices or 
branches at which it performs agency functions for the Reserve Bank except on 
Sundays and on public holidays as defined by the explanation to section 25 of the 
Negotiable Instruments Act (Act XXVI of 1881). 

12. The Imperial Bank shall forthivith supply the Reserve Bank wjtn an/ 

information which it may by special oi general diieckion from time to time requiie, 
regarding the secuiity of the Goveinment monies oi the assets of the Issne Dcpair- 
ment in the custody "of the Impeiial Bank and the Rescive Bank shall be entitled 

to issue instructions to the Imperial Bank in respect of any matter ivhich in its 

opinion vitally affects either of these matters provided that nothing in this clause 
shall operate to affect the obligations in regard to the supply of infoimation imposed 
on the Imperial Bank as a Scheduled Bank under section 42 of the Act and the 
regulations framed under section 58 (2) (o) of the Act. 

13. If in the opinion of the Reserve Bank the Imperial Bank has failed either to 
fulfil the conditions of this agreement or to maintain a sound financial position or 
has wilfully disregarded or failed to comply with the provisions of claTise 12 of 
this agreement, the Reserve Bank shall be entitled to make a recommendation to the 
Governor General in Council and the Governor Geiieial in Council after nuking 
such further enquiry as he thinks fit may issue iiistiiictions to the Imperial Bai>k 
with reference either to this agreement oi to any matter which m Ins opinion mvohes 
the security of the Goveinment monies or the assets of tlio Issue Depaitment of the 
Reserve Bank in the custody of the Imperial Bank and in the event of the Imperial 
Bank disregarding such instructions may by notification in the Gazette of India 
declare this agreement to be terminated and on such notification being issued this 
agreement shall forthwith he determined accordingly but without prejudice to any 
rights acquired or liabilities incurred by either party prior to such determina- 
tion. 


14. This agreement may be determined at or at any time after the expiration 
of the said term of twenty years by notice in writing given in manner hor’einai^t(n' 
mentioned, that is to say, that if on or after the expiration of fifteen years from 
the date on which this agreement comes into force either of the parties hereto shall 
give to the other party a notice in writing expressing its desire to determine this 
agreement such notice if given by the Reserve Bank to be addressed to and served 
upon the Managing Director of the Imperial Bank and if given by the Imperial Bank 
to be addressed to and served upon the Governor of the Reserve Bank, this agreti- 
ment shall immediately upon the expiration of five years from the day of such 
service absolutely cease and determine save as to rights or liabilities acquired or 
incurred prior to such termination 

L163DAD l2 
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IX wills KlShf whoivot the C’oiiinuiU Heais of the Et^sem* !>aiik of Imini niul the 
Imperial Bunk of India have been hereunto uHixed ni ttm preseiiee of their rtspectlvo 
subst-nbing officials the daj and year ffrat above svritteiL 


The Common Beal of the Eeserve Bank 'i 
of India luis hereunto affixed ]uir>u,tnt a 
resolution of its Conti al Board in the presence 
of iSir Osboine Ackoll fcJmith, K CM K., the 
Governoi and Rir Edisaisl C’liailes Boiithall, J- 
Kt., and Bir Badiidus Goenka, Kt,, C LE., two 
of the Diieetors of the Boserse Bank of India 
wdio 111 token of their x’*tescnce h. ve heieupou 
signed tlieir names. 


Cmimam .SVal \ 
of the \ 

[ Bcherve B .nk ©f I 

India / 



(Sd.) ObBORXB xM Hiimi, 

Giivermr. 


(Sd.) Babribas Goexka, 

E. C. Bentiiali, 

Directors, 


The Common Seal of the Imperial Bank 
of India was heieunto affixed in the ])rc«en'*'e 
of William Lamond, the jManagiiig Director 
and Evelyn James Bunbiiiy and Harry y 
Harrison Burn, tivo of the Directors of the 
Imperial Bank of India svho in token of their 
presence have hereupon signed their names 



(Sd.) W. DA’SkCONO, 

Managing Director* 


(Sd.) E. J. Bitjtbtiry, 

H. H. Burn, 

Directors 


AGEEEMENT BETWEEN THE SECRETAEY OP kSTATE FOR 
INDIA IN COUNCIL AND THE RESERVE BANK OF INDIA. 

The Hcmotirable Sir James Grigg* (Finance Member) : Sir, I lay on 
the table a copy of the Agreement between the Secretary of State for 
India in Council and the Reserve Bank of India. 


AN AGEEEMENT made this fifth day of April 1935, BETWEEN THE 
SECEETAEY OP STATE POE INDIA IN COUNCIL acting by and through THE 
GOYEENOE GENEEAL IN COUNCIL (hereinafter called the Secretary of 
State ’^) of the one part and THE EESEEVE BANK OP INDIA (liereinaf t(*r called 
the Bank'’) of the other part WHEEEAS the Bank was constituted and 
incorporated and is regulated by the Eeserve Bank of India Act, 1934 (being Act 
No. 11 of 1934) (hereinafter called ''the Act") with and subject to the various 
powers, provisions and restrictions in and by the Act set forth and it was thereby 
inter aha particularly provided as follows, 

(!') by section 20 of the Act that the Bank should undertake to accept monies 
for account of the Governor General in Council and to make payments 
up to the amount standing to the credit of Ms account and to carry 
out his exchange, remittance and other banking operations including the 
management of the public debt, and 
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(2) by section 21 (1) of the Act that the Governor General in Council should 

entrust the Bank on such conditions as might be agreed upon with ail 
his money, remittance, exchange and banking transactions m India and 
in particular should deposit free of interest all his cash balances with 
the Bank provided that nothing in that sub-section should pievemfc the 
Governor General in Council from carrying on money transactions at 
places where the Bank has no branches or agencies and that the Governor 
General in Council nught hold at such places such balances as he may 
require, and 

(3) by section 21 (2) of the Act that the Governor General in Council should 

entrust the Bank on such conditions as might be agreed upon with the 
management of the pubhe debt and with the issue of any new loans. 

NOW IT IS HEREBY MUTUAELY AGREED AND DECLARED by and 
between the said parties hereto as follows, that is to say ; — 

1 This agreement shall come into force on the execution of these presents. 

2 The general banking business of the Governor General in Council (in which 
business is included the payment, receipt, collection and remittance of inoiiey on 
behalf of the Governor General in Council and of such Local Goveinmenus as may 
not have the custody and management of their own provincial revenues) shall be 
carried on and transacted by the Bank in accordance with and sub3ect to iho pro- 
visions of this agreement and of the Act and with and to such ordeis and directions 
as may from tim’e to time be given to the Bank by the Governor General in Council 
through any Government officer or officers authorised by him in that behalf and 
at any of the offices, branches or agencies of the Bank for the time leing in 
existence as may from time to time be so directed and for this puipose such 
accounts shall be kept in the books of the Bank and at such offices, brandKjs or 
agencies of the Bank as shall be necessary or convenient or as the Governor General 
in Council shall from time to time direct in the manner aforesaid. 

3. The Secretary of State shall employ the Bank as the sole Banker in India ^of 
the Governor General in Council who shall deposit or cause to be depositctl vith 
the Bank or allow the Bank to receive and hold as banker the whole of his cjish 
balances at any places at wffiich for the time being the Bank shall have an 
branch or agency and the Bank shall subject to such orders as may from time to Uni'^ 
be given by the Governor General in Council in the manner aforesaid recoLve and 
bold for the Governor General in Council all such monies as may be or become pay- 
able to him or on his account and the Bank shall transact at its offices, branches 
and agencies for the time being existing respectively all such business for the 
Governor General in Council regarding the receipt, collection, payment and remittance 
of money and other matters, as is usually transacted by bankers for their customers. 
The Bank shall make the said monies at the said offices, branches and agencies avail- 
able for transfer to such places and at such times as the Governor General in Council 
may direct. No interest shall be payable to the Governor General in Council on any 
of the monies for the time being held by the Bank. 

4. The management of the public debt and the issue of new loans the 

Governor General m Council and the peiformancc of all the duties relating thereto 
respectively including the collection and payment of interest and principal and the 
consolidation, division, conversion, ^ cancellation and renewal of securities of the 
Governor General m Council and the keeping of all registers, books and accounts 
and the conduct of all correspondence incidental thereto shall be transacted by the 
Bank at its offices in Bombay, Calcutta and Madras and at any of its offices, 
branches or agencies at which respectively the administration of any portion or 
portions of the public debt is for the tune being conducted or interest thereoji is for 
the time being payable and the Bank shall also keep and maintain such registers, 
books and accounts in respect of the said public debt as the Governor General in 
Council may from time to time direct and shall audit all payments of such interest 
and act generally as agents in India for the Secretary of State and for the Goveiuor 
General in Council in the management of the said public debt and shall conduct 
sucli agency subject to such orders and directions with regaid to the genes'll! manage- 
ment thereof as may from time to time be given to the Bank by the Governor General 
in Council. 

5 The Bank shall not be entitled to any remuneration for the conduct of the 
ordinary banking business of the Governor General in Council other than such 
advantage as may accrue to it from the holding of his cash balances free of obliga- 
tion to pay interest thereon. 
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6. As remuneration to the Bank for the maiiageiueiit of the jHiiMie tlen! .<-• .duie- 
sahl the Bank shall be entitled to <-h:a-p;e to the Governor (.eneral in i.ti.a.i d iiulf- 
yeariy a commission .at the rate of Rs. 2,tlOU per erore per anniini on tin- ainoun; oi the 
puhiie debt as aforesaid at the elo^e ol tW halt- vear lor tac ‘diui : - 

In calculating this charge the foliowing amounts slmii be ewlmled lium the amount 
of public debt, ‘Virj, : — 

(a) The amounts of loans dis<'hargal outstanding after mu ^e.;r :rmn the 
date of a notice of diseharge. 


(^) The amount of stock certilicates fur tjid upwaa’d*' lie!d by the 

Cxovernor (lenerai in (dmiicil or by a T.<H*al Uttveniniunl or t*y uii\ oUieer 
or oliieurs of tin Go Joriiinent of India or of a Local Uuver-iaicnt auGio- 
rised ill that behaii. 


{c) The amount of the Government of India rupee securities held in the Issue 
department of the Bank. 

(if) Tiie amount of stock and notes outstanding in the London register. 


And in addition to the charge of Es. 2,000 per erore per annum the Bank shall 
be entitled to charge to the Governor General in Council a hxed sum of 2,000 
a year on account of the stock eci’tdlea,tes referred to in bead (h) of this clause and 
the Bank shall be also entitled to charge the public (but not the Governor General 
in Oouneii or a Local Government) all such fees and charges as :ive nu\v or ruay 
hereafter from time to time be ]avserd;o(l b> the Governor General in Goamdl under 
the powers conferred upon him by the Indian Securities Act, (Act Xo. X of 

1920) for duplicate securities and for the renewal, consolidation, division or otherwirse 
of ail Government Securities which the Bank issues. 


7. The Bank shall maintain currency chests of its issue department at such 
places as the Governor General in Council may prescribe and the Governor General 
in Couneil shall provide suttieieni accommodation for such chests as may be required 
for the deposit of notes or coin and shall be responsible to the Bank for the safe 
custody* of the said chests, notes and coin. The Bank shall keep the said chests 
supplied with suflieient notes and coin to provide currency for the transactions of the 
Governor General in Council and reasonable remittance facilities to the public at 
the said places. The Governor General in Council shall supply the Bank with such 
information and returns as the Bauk may from time to time require as to the com- 
position of the balances in the said chests" and the amount and nature of the transfers 
to and from the said chests. The Bank shall have access to the said chests ut all 
reasonable times for the purpose of inspecting and cheeking the contents. The Governor 
General in Council shall be responsible to the Bank for the examination and correeincss 
of coin or notes at the time of deposit in or withdrawal from the said chests. 

8. Tile Bank shall not be at liberty to close any of its ofhees or branches excejit 
on Bundays, Xe\v Year's Day, Christmas Day, Good Friday and on any otlier day 
declared to be a public holiday by any notification published In pursuance of the 
Negotiable Instruments Act (Act XX VI of 1881) subject nevertheless and notwith- 
standing the provisions of that Act to any special orders or directions which may be 
issued by the Governor General in Council and the Bonk shall be responsible that 
no one of its agencies doing Government business for the time being existing .shall 
be closed except on Bundays and on public holidays authorised by the Local Govern- 
ment within whose jurisdiction such ageneie3 may be respectively* situated. 

9. The responsibility for all loss or damage to the Secretary of State and the 
Governor General in Council which may result from any act or negligence or omission 
of the Bank in conducting the business of the public debt aforesaid or the pay- 
ment of interest or discharge value thereon or the renewal, conversion, consolidation, 
subdivision or cancellation of any Government security shall rest with and be borne 
by the Bank provided however that it shall not be incumbent on the Bank to verify 
signatures and endorsements on Government securities which prma facie appear to 
be in order and in the acceptance of which the Bank shall not be guilty of any 
negligence and in such cases no liability shall be incurred by the Bank in respect 
thereto FBOVlDJilD ALBO~ that in regard to the ordinary banking business at the 
offices, branches and agencies of the Bank of receiving ‘ and realising money and 
securities for money on account of the Governor General in Council and paying 
gieques, orders, draft bills and other documents whether negotiable or not in the 
Bank's capacity of bankers for the Governor General in Oouneii and whether such 
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business be done by tlie Bank or by agencies on its behalf the responsibility to the 
Beeretaiy of State and the Governor General in Council shall be that of the Bank 
and such responsibility shall be thai of a banker to an ordinary customer. 

10. The Bank shall remit on account of the Governoi Geneial in Council between 
India and London sinli amouiits as may be acquired by lum from time to tune at 
the maiket rate of the day for telegiapiuc tiaiisfeis, sub.iect to the proviso that if a 
large tiansfer has to be elt ected in connection uith the floatation oi lepayment of 
a sterling loan or analogous operation, and if it is eonsideicd by either party to be 
inappropriate to apply the late of a single day, an average late based on a longer 
period may be hxed by agreement between the two parties. 

11. This agieenient may be determmed by either party giving to the other party 
one year’s notice in wiitmg expii mg on the 31st day of March in any year, such 
notice if given by or on behalf of the Seeietary of State to be addressed to the 
Governor of the Bank and to be served by being left at the Head Office of the Bank 
and if given by the Bank fo be served by leaving the same with or addressing the 
same by registered post to the Secretary to the Government of India in the Finance 
Department and inmiediately upon the expiration of such notice this agi cement shall 
absolutely cease and determine save as to rights or liabibties acquired or incurred 
prior to such teimination. 

12. Nothing m this agreement shall operate to afleet in any way the obligations 
im|)Osed either on the Governor Geneial in Council or on the Bank by or under the 
Act or any subsequent amendment or amendments of the Act. 

13. The Bank shall be entitled to perform all or any of the matters contained 
in this agreement through such agency or agencies as may be prescribed by the Act 
or any amendment thereof or as may be approved by the Governor General in 
Council. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF 

Secretary to the Government of India in the Finance Department bv the order 
and direction of the Governor General in Council acting for and on behalf of the 
Secretary of State for India in Council has heieunto set his hand and the common 
seal of the Reserve Bank of India pursuant to a Resolution of its Central Board 
has been hereunto affixed in the presence of its subscribing officials the day and year 
flrst above written. 

Signed by the said the Honouiable Mr. 

Philip Oubitt Tallents, CSI, CIE, ICS, 

Seeretaiy to the Government of India in the 
Finance Department for and on behalf of the ^ 

Governor General of India in Council acduig 
in the premises for and on behalf of the Sec- 
retary of State for India m Council in the 
presence of J 

(Sd ) H S. Stephenson, 

Additional TJitde't Secretary 

to the Government of India, 

The Common Seal of the Reserve Bank 
of India vas affixed hereto in the presence 
of Sir Edward Charles Bent-hall, Kt., and ySir 
Badridas Goenka, Kt., OI.E., two of its V 
Directors and Sir Osboine Arkell Smith, 

K.CI.B., its Governor. , 

J 


(Sd.) P 0. Tallents, 
Sccretmy to the Govt, of 
India, finance Dept. 


'"Coamou seal 
I of the \ 
Resarve Bank j 


of India 


\ 


/ 


(Sd.) E C. Benthall, 
Badeedas Goenka, 

Directors. 

(Sd ) Osborne A. Smith, 

Governor. 



STATEMENT (LAID ON THE TABLE) 

ON ’SVHICH TUB PETROL TAX FLND M Ab L\1 ENDED 

DURING 1934-35 


The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell (.Member for Industries tuid 
Labour) : Sir, I lay on the table the .statement promiscl in reply to 

part (h) o£ .short Bolice question No 140 asked by the Honourable 41 r. E. 
Miller in the Council of State on the 28lh Aiifj:ust, IbjH, siiiu^hur ihe 
objects on ■which the Petrol Tax Fund was expended duriiiti^ lb.>4~bo. 


0]yjeot, Expeiiditore, 

1. Installation of an Illuminated Wind Indicator at the 

Karachi Air Port . - - • • • 2,70& 

2. Extra Expenditure in connection with the installation of 

a fixed floodlight at the Karachi Air Port . . ♦ . 

3. Experimental consolidation of ground at the Civil landing 

ground at Bassem . . • • ^1^ 

4. Purchase of an accelerometer for carrying out research 

in atmospheric turbulence. . . . . • * • « 

5. Financial assistance and Scholarships to Indians for train- 

ing in England in Civil Aviation .. .. .* *16,000 


Total . . 20,943 


ELECTION OP A MEMBER TO SERVE ON THE STANDI xNG COM- 
MITTEE FOR ROADS. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell (Member for Indu.strieB and 
Labour) : Sir, I move : 

‘ ‘ That this Assembly do proceed to the election,, in such manner as may ^ be 
approved by the Honourable the President, of a member to serve on the Standing 
Committee for Koads, in place of the late Mr. Fakir Chand, during the remaining 
months of the financial year 1935-36.^' 


Mr. President ('The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question is : 

That this Assembly do proceed to the election, in such manner as may be 
approved by the Honourable the President, of a member to serve on the Standing 
Committee tor Beads, in place of the late Mr Fakir Chand, during the remaining 
months of the financial year 1935-36.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 


* This is the revised estimate ; actual expenditu re is not yet known. 
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ELECTION OF ONE MUSLIM MEMBEE TO SIT ON THE STAND- 
ING COMMITTEE ON PILGEIMAGE TO THE IIEDJAZ. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, 
Health and Lands) : Sir, I move : 

“ Tliat this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable 
the President may direct, one Musbm Member to sit on the Standing Committee on 
Pilgrimage to the Hejaz, mce Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jaffer whose election to 
the Assembly has been declared void.'' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) : The question is ; 

“ That this Assembly do pioceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable 
the Pre,sident may diieet, one Muslim Member to sit on the Standing Committee on 
Pilgrimage to the Hejaz, mce Mr. Ahmed Ebiahim Haroon Jaffer whose election ho 
the Assembly has been declared void." 

The motion was adopted 


ELECTION OF TAVO MEMBERS FOR THE CENTRAL ADVISORY 
BOARD OP EDUCATION. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, 
Health and Lands) : Sir, I move : 

‘‘ That the Members of this Assembly do pioceed to elect, in snch manner as 
may be approved by the Honourable the President, two persons from among their own 
numbers to be members of the Central Advisory Board of Education constituted by 
the Government of India." 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rabim) : Motion moved : 

That the Members of this i^ssembly do proceed to elect, in snch manner as 
may be approved by the Honourable the President, two persona from among their own 
numbers to be members of the Cential Advisoiy Board of Education constituted by 
the Government of India " 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muliammadan) ; Sir, as 
experience grows on me about the fabrications and labyrinths of the Gov- 
ernnicnt of India, 1 feel more and more impressed that the Department 
of Education, Health and Lands happens to be the dustbin of the (roveri)- 
ment of India (Hear, hear ) Only the other day, I found my Honour- 
able friend, Mr. Ciow, a great authority on labour, arguing in the role of 
the head of the Ecclesiastical Department, and I called him Bishop (3]ow 
in the Public Accounts Committee 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Is the Honour- 
able Aleiiiber ol);jeeiiiig to this motion ? 

Mr. B. Das . What I submit, Sir, is that this is a new proposal, and, 
as I proceed with 1113 ^ speech, I shall bring to the notice of the Government 
as to liow they are tiymg to revive an old measure, and then I will leave 
it to the House and to you, Sir, whether the Government of India are justi- 
fied in bringing foiwvard this motion and in reviving a thing which was 
dead as long ago as 1922 or 1921. I would have preferred my Honourable 
friend, Sir Girja Sliankar Bajpai, being Bishop Bajpai and being ])laced in 
charge of the Ecclesiastical Department which my Honourable friend, Sir 
Muhammad Zafnillah Khan, has disowned 

The genesis of Ibis Central Advisory Board of Education is in a Reso- 
lution of the Department of Education, Health 
^ and Lands, where — ^to be fair to the Department 

• — they have stated their case. What did the Government of India Act of 

( 137 ) 
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1919 bring about It brought decciitralizaiiDii and gave the pr(>viiiees 
full authority in the matter oi* edueutioii. The Uoveriiiiient iu India had 
and stillhaYe an Edueatiunal Cominissioner. They waul to \\ia*k 

to that exeellant otfieer on list of no work. The iiiehrapi^ Coiamittee 
came in BTJ5 and strongly reeummeiuled that 1ite posi <d‘ Hdia ational 
Coiiiinlssioner should be abolislieti ; luid 1 must ereJii to my Ihamur- 
able friend, Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai, that he Ims meiitiouedi Ihai hath 
ill this Resolution lliat Jt Mas tlie ineht'ape tljininiltee ifan rtHasiiiiiHaided 
the abolilion of the post of Educational Commissioner. Now, Siiy inj 
friend,. . 

Sir Ginja Shankar Eajpai : Sir, I wish to correct my llonouralde 
ITieud ] have novvlicre slated in this Resoluiion dual the liu^SKans^ tl*m- 
niittee recommended the abolition of the post of Educational ronimjs^-'uner. 

Mr. B. Das: It is said here in this Resolution ; 

But, as a result of the re( ominondaiious of the iiidinn BelivnehineHl Coiuinitte/, 
which was presided over by Lord IncduMpe, they ^\eie abolished in 1S’S23 in the iideiest 
of economy.” 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : That was the Advisory Board that vcim 
abolidied, ami not the Educational Commisdoiier. 

Mr. B. Das ; I stand corrected. Then, the other pun. of the story 
my friend. Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai, has not cared to mention in hus 
Resolution. One of the recommendations was that the Ediujational Com- 
missioner’s post should be abolished. And, Sir, in the old days, older 
Members like myself exercised pressure on Government to abolish that 
post. But Goveinment, in their self-denying m^ood, must nourish and 
foster old antiquated jobs under them ; and, so, in the year 1935, Miien, 
according to the Government, the country is supposed to envisage a new 
Constitution, they revive something that was dead so far as -we are 
concerned. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : But this motion 
is only foi* filling up Iwo places in the Committee. 

Mr. B Das : No, Sir ; this Committee has not functioned lur tbe 
last 15 years. The moment the House appoints these two persons they 
will authorise the Educational Commissioner with the Governnuait of 
India to be the Chairman of the Central Advisory Board and they will 
authorise also, according to this Resolution, the appointment of a Becre^ 
tar 3 ^ to the Board which will be a new post to be created 1 do not know 
if my Honourable friend, Sir Janies Grigg, has sanctioned monev for these 
idle deliberations of the Department of Education, Health and Lands. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg (Finance Member) : T do not agree 
that they are idle. 

Mr. B. Das : Thank you i I am glad I have a valued friend on the 
other side 1 So, Sir, why this hurry I If the Government of India want 
to create a Central Education Board, they ought to have vmitod till that 
Federal Assembly, that they are dreaming of in three or four years’ time, 
came in, and then brought foiMvard this proposal. I have read cursorily 
the d. P. 0 Report and the Government of India Act, and I have never 
seen that anywhere such power has been given to the new Education 
Minister, whoever he might be, under the Government of India. Sir, I 
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■would point out tliat the Government of India should pause at this 
moment and not create further jobs like 'the Education Commissioner's 
post wliieli was recommended by the Inchcape Commlittee to be abolislied 
and cieate an Educal 1.011 Board to co-ordinate the educational jiiocemeut 
in India. As 1 luidci'stand the system of education in India, as soon as 
provincial auLoiioiny conies in, the provmees will try to evolve their 
system of edueaBon in then* own way Why should there be any control 
by the Education department or the Education Ministei* who may be 
here in the Federal ^\ssembly and why should there be any dictation as 
to Ltie sysiem of education they will give in particular provaices ? The 
provinces must build up their own systems of education. 

Sir, one particular line which tins Resolution contains is this : 

'* ‘ Tlie intention is that the Boaid should he a live organism.’^ 

T know the acljvities of the Department of Education Health and 
Lands, and how it is a live organism in the Government ot India ! The 
treatment that Indians are receiving in South Africa, Kenya, Tanganyika 
and Zanzibar shows how lively the Department of Education, Health 
and Lands is f In creating this live organism today, I do not know whe- 
ther it will be a Jive o^'ganism or a dead tissue There are many eminent 
doctors here who will say whether it wall he a dead tissue of the Depart- 
ment of Education, Health and Lands I w^uld strongly ask the Gov- 
ernment of India to reconsider at this late hour this new mad scheme of 
theirs mid allow the provinces to develop their own system of education 
without being controlled by the Government of India. 

Prof N. G Eanga (Guntur cum Nellore : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : 
Sir, it is rather surprising that this particular motion should be made 
in this House ivitiioul, first of all, giving an opportunity to this House 
to say whether we really are anxious to have a Central Advisory Board 
of Education at all Thi>s is, to put it shortly, short-circuiting llie debates 
as well as the intonliong of this House. To quietly bring it here as a 
matter of election of twm members, and, then, merely because the House 
elects these two membei*s, to come forwmrd again for a grant for the 
mainlenauce of this particular Board, is really not a fair wmy of dealing 
with this House. Then, again, if you look to the eonslitutiou of this 
particular Board, you wall find that only certain unimportant iiterests 
are to be ro])resenled on this, and, really, the most vital interests, com- 
mercial, nidustria] and agricultural, are not to have any place at all on 
this particular Board I do not know how^ this Board can be expected 
to benelil these interests, especially wdien their representatives are not 
put on it at all If only Sir Eazli Hussain had been in charge of -Lis 
particular Department now^ I ainj quite sure, he Avoiild have certainly 
thought many times before he committed this particular blunder. I 
have drawm the attention of Government again and again during the last 
Session to the absolute necessity of seeing that the representation of agri- 
cultural classes and peasants as well as the commercial interests is pro- 
vided for on the constitution of this Board when it came to be consti- 
tuted ,* and T was then given an assurance by Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai 
that certainly the Government of India would take every possible oppor- 
tunity of tiwing to give representation for as many interesis as possible. 
And yet I do not know^ why agricultural interests are not given any place 
at all. 
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Mr. President IThe Honourable Sir Abdiir llahim i : The moticm is 
ft«r ilie ‘iliiiHjf up (O' two ]>]aees on the ^'omniitlee. lAeii suppu^iiur the 
no4i»'U is not earrietb the (udy result will lie that the t'eatra! Ad\isury 
Uuartl \ull be wilhoul two niemhers. 

Prof. N. 6. Eanga • The motion is lor the aeeeihanee of this partieu- 
lar Iu*sn;uIion that has been circulated to us and also the eleeiiMij pf two 
pt*rsoiN Xm ihe {’entrai Advisory ]h>arJ of Eilueation. 

Then, again, coming to the functions of this particuhir iJoartl, [ iind 
that if is. .... . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr liahlni i The riuiir is^ally 
cannot allow the policy to be discussed on this niohoii, becaui.se, *‘Vpn, jf 
the imUnm is lo.st. the Central Advisory Board, the Clialr lakis it will 
fiiiictioii without two members. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : The necessity for the estabushuient of [lie 
Advisory lioard h<}S not been idaced till now before this lio!ise^ bu* d?S‘ 
cussion. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abclur llaliiirij • Tliat is in 4 in 
question. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Alay T just mention one fact for the 
information, both of Mr. B. Das and my Honourable friend, i\rr, Raiiga f 
Both of them have been saying that Government are anticipating in some 
way the decision of the Standing Finance Committee and the decivsion of 
the Assembly, As a matter of fact, this proposal for creating a Central 
x\dvIsory Board vus put before the Standing Finance (h)inmitt(*e in 
January, 1935, and funds have been actually voted by the Assembly as 
part of th(‘ annual budget for 1935-36 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair will 
not allow the discussion to proceed beyond the limits of the mol ion. 

Prof N. G E^nga : All right, Sir. In view of the fact that this 
Central Advisory Board for Education has to deal with questions con- 
cerning the agricultural classes and also commercial interestft, I think 
it is really wrong on the part of the Government of India not to have 
thought of providing any representation for these classes on this Board. 
I also find that out of this number — 15 — only two are to be elected by ibis 
House. It is this House which has to provide funds for this Board, and 
we know what will be the effect of electing only two members, because we 
have had the experience of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research : 
this House is expected to elect only two members there, and we have found 
that we do not have a sufficient say In its counsels and we do not have suffi- 
cient control over its affairs. I, therefore, suggest that the representa- 
tion of this House .should, first of all, be increased — should at least be 
trebled if not quadrupled— and that the interests of the peasants and 
agricultural classes and also commercial interests should be given repre- 
sentation on this Board and those classes should also give their advice, so 
that this Board can function properly in their interests 

Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, 1 was rather surprised at the speech of Mr. B. Das 
who- claimed to he one of the oldest Members of the Assembly. May I 
remind him that on the 16th February, 1932, we demanded of the Govern- 
ment of India to set up this Advisory Board, and Sir Prank Noyce, on 
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belialf of tlie Goverument of India, gave ns an assurance tliat it would 
be established at no distant date f The year 1932 passed, and this 
Advisory Board was not there ; and the plea of financial stnngeney was 
brought forward at the tune of the next budget. We again demanded 
it in 1933 in senes of questions — ^in 1934, I again raised this question ; 
when the Demand for Grant came up- for voting, I again raised the issue 
that we would not agree to vote for ordinary expenditure unless this 
Advisory Board was agreed to by the Government of India. Now, this 
year, the Standing Finance Conimittee and the Legislative Assembly both 
agreed to set up this Advisory Board. The only objection that I have 
is that they have taken three years to establish this Board which ought 
to have been established in the year 1932. As regards the constitution 
of the Board, I do not think my friend will have any objection that the 
Assembly should be represented on the Board. As regards the general 
constitution of the Board, I have myself some difficulties, but that can be 
raised either in the shape of questions or in the form of Eesolutions As 
far as the present issue is concerned, I think we should support that the 
Assembly should have representation on the Advisory Board. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Sir, I do not think I need detain the 
House very long — ^there are just one or two points which I should like 
to deal with. My Honourable friend, Mr. B. Das, evidently wants this 
organisation to be dead before it is born. I am quite confident that no 
section of this House, which is in favour of this organisation being set 
up, will approve of that particular suggestion. He further seemed to 
suspect some Machiavellian move on the part of the Government of India 
to restrict the powers of autonomy which already vest in the provinces. 
I fear he could not have studied the Resolution which I took the pre- 
caution of placing on the tables of Honourable Members this morning, 
because the Resolution definitely says • 

‘‘ "Willie recognising its title — {that the Uile of the Board ) — ^to such legitimate 
latitude, it IS necessary to emphasise that its recommendations will be entiiely advisory 
and will not be binding on provincial Grovernments and authorities.^’ 

That should dispose of the bogey which my Honourable friend 
has raised of some subtle move on the part of the Government of India 
to restrict the liberties of the provinces Then, my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Ranga, complained that there was no reiiresentation of agricultural, 
commercial and industrial classes on the proposed Board. I am sure, 
from his experience he must know that the more unwieldy a board is, 
the less usefully does it function. This is primarily an educational 
board * w^e want educationists on it and we have a predominance of 
educationists provided for in the constitution. Then, there are in this 
House gentlemen not professionally connected with education who have 
taken an interest in educational problems : we provide for their repre- 
rentation on the Board ,* but if my Honourable friend will read the 
Resolution carefully, he will find that in paragraph 4 we have specified 
the modus operandi as regards the study of particular problems by ad hoc 
committees. If a problem of agricultural or commercial education or 
industrial education comes up before the Board and is considered to be 
worthy of study or investigation, that is the method by which it will be 
tackled. 
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[Sir Hhaiikar Bajpai.] 

Thai is all I have to say, anti I hope that the House, which has in 
the past repeatetlly expressed a tiesire that this Advisory Body vshould he 
set up, will give support to the luoliun %vhicii 1 have moved. 

Mr. President fTlie Hommra!)le Sir Abdiir Rahim} The qinwiioii 
is : 

“ TIt;d the ^Ielube^^t of this AsboinUly »Io to oletV, in stu'li laaiintn ,t'i 

may lu* ap]>roV(‘<{ In tho Jlonoiirahle tht> FivsnieiU, U\o poixais fnaa aaaaptt thf‘n* 
own uiniiLers to monihtnx of the (Viilrai Athicu^ry lUian! of ^duration eonstitiitiHi 
by th‘‘ iUnernmeut of Indta ” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of llie 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Pvto of the 
Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair/ 


ELECTION OF A MEIVIBER TO SIT ON THE BlPEEIAIi COUNCIL 
OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND ITS GOVERNING BODY. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai (Secretary, Df'-partment of Education, 
Health and Lands) : Sir, I beg to move : 

‘‘ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such maimer as the Honourable 
the President may direct, one member to sit on the Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Eeseareh and its" Governing Body, vice Maulvi Aluhainmad Shah Baudi, whose iscat 
in the Legislative Assembly has been declared vacant by the Governor General in 
Council. ' ' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The (piestion 
is : 

That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Tfoiiouralile 
the President may direct, one member to sit on the Imperial Council ot‘ Agricultural 
Eeseareh and its Governing Body, vice Mauhu Muhammad 8hafi Daudi, whose seif, 
in the Legislative Assembly has been dechireal vacant bv the Governor General ia 
Council. ’ ’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sii* Abdur Rahim) : T have to 
inform Honourable Members that for the purpose of election of members 
to the Standing Committee for Roads, the Standing Committee on Pilgri- 
mage to the Hedjaz, the Central Advdsory Board of Education and the 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research and its Governing Body the 
following dates have been fixed for receiving nominations and holding 
elections, if necessary, namely : 


Nominations. Election. 

(1) Standing Committee for Roads 4th September, 1935 6th September, 1935. 

(2) Standing Committee on Pilgri- 
mage to the Hedjaz . . 4tli September, 1935 6tli September, 1935. 

(3) Central Advisory Board of Edu- 
cation .. .. .. 5tli September, 1935 10th September, 1935. 

(4) Imperial Comcil of Agricultural 5th September, 1935 10th September, 1935. 
Research audits governing body. 



The nominations for all the Committees will be received in the Notice 
Office npto 12 Noon on each day appointed for the purpose, while the 
elections which will he conducted in accordance with the principle of pro- 
portional representation by means of the single transferable vote, will, as 
usual, be held in the Secretary’s Koom in the Assembly Building between 
Lhe hours of 10-30 a m. and 1 p.m. 


THE PAYMENT OF WAGES BILL. 

Presentation op the Report op the Select Committee. 

The Honourable Mr D. G. Mitchell (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, I present the report of the Select Committee on the Bill 
to regulate the payment of wages to certain classes of persons employed 
in industry 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik (Home Member) . Sir, at this the 
first stage of what I fear is likely to be a protracted — and possibly a hotly 
contentious — discussion, I do not propose to say anything that is conten- 
tious or argumentative, as I don’t think it would be in accordance with 
the spirit of Standing Order 37 to do so. The Statement of Objects and 
Reasons attached to this Bill is, I venture to think, a sufficiently full 
explanation of its provisions except possibly on two points where the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons might have been a little fuller The 
first of these is in regard to sub-clause (2) of clause 2 of the new Bill 
which repeals sub-section (3) of section 1 of the existing Act The effect 
of that IS to make those provisions of the existing Act, which we intend 
to retain, permanent and not merely temporary. We should jicrhaps 
have inserted in the Statement of Objects and Reasons very briefly our 
reasons for taking that course. They are, that it is, in our opinion, 
impossible to foresee within any reasonable time the cessation of the 
terrorist movement or of communal unrest, against both of which the pro- 
visions of this Bill are intended as a safeguard ; nor it is possible for us 
to say definitely that there is no chance within the next few years of a 
revival of the Civil Disobedience Movement, possibly in another form. 

There is one other point, a less important point, in regard to which 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons might perhaps have been fuller, 
that IS with regard to the retention of section 5 of the existing Act, the 
section which penalises the publication of a proscribed document. We 
are retaining that section, because in this respect the permanent law of the 
land as embodied in the Code of Criminal Procedure is obviously defective 
Government have the power to proscribe a document, but it is not a penal 
offence to re-publish a document or any part of it that has been proscribed. 
Without such provision proscription is of course a comparatively 
valueless weapon. 

That, Sir, is all I have to say. It is my earnest hope that in the 
further discussions on this Bill we shall be able to differ, if we have to 
differ, and I have no doubt we shall have to, without bitterness. I can 
assure the House that we on our side will do our best to keep any bitter 
feeling out of the discussion. Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to amend the Criminal Law. 


( 143 ) 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abtliir Kahiin i : ^lotion 
inoved : 

That leax'e be jt^'anted to intioduce a Bill to ameiul the fiiimiiiai Law.’’ 

Mr. S. Satyamiirti ^l\ladrns Oity . Non-Muliaininailan rrban* : Hir, 
on a point of ordei\ or what I should call the privilege of the House, I 
should like to call vour attention to a statement in the Siaits^nfm of 
today, purporting to have gone from Binila yesterday, dated the 1st 
September, in which the pi'ovisions of the new rriminal Law Ameudineiit 
Bill, wdiich the Honourable the Home Member has now asked leavt* of the 
House to introduce, are reproduced exactly as they appear ui the Bill, 
which has been placed on the table this morning. J will read those 
paragraphs : 

The iicTT Ciiminal Law Amendment BiU differs from the exi*-ting one ( which 
was passed m 19r)2 and expires next December) in tliat <*er1ain sections have Iven 
dropped and in that it will bo permanent instead of having a liiniti'd duration. 
Altogether five sections will be dropped — section 2, which inak<,‘h it an oiTeiu'e to dis- 
suade people from joining the Army, or Police Force, section 3, which makes 

it an oflenee to tamper with public seivants, sections 4 and d, wiiich make it an 
offence to boycott public services and to ]mbBsh or circulate false statements or 
rumours, and section 8, which makes fines infiieted on young persons recoverable from 
their parents or guardians. Apart from these five sections, the Act will be xiresentcd 
for permanent rencw^al substantially unaltered.^’ 

Then follow a numher of sentences, with which I will not trouble the 
House, because it is merely propaganda for this Bill. Again, it ends up by 
saying that there is much more of press freedom in tins country than in 
any other country. We are not concerned with that now. That is a 
matter of comment. 

The point to which I want to draw your attention is particularly this, 
that this is a gross abuse of the privileges of this House. A Bill which 
has been kept back from us all these days, and the contents of which we 
saw for the first time this morning and which my Honourable friend, the 
Home Member, now wants the leave of the House to introduce has already 
appeared in a paper, on the basis of a message sent at least tweniy-fouf 
hours before this morning. I do not know if it is a mere journal istie 
scoop ; jf that is so, I have no fault to find. If there are enterprising 
journalists who can divine without any help from the department con- 
cerned the main provisions of the Bill, that is another matter. But I 
think you will enquire of the department concerned whether there was any 
conference or any communication of the contents of .this Bill formally or 
informally to certain correspondents of newspapers, and, if so, whetlier 
any discrimination, racial or otherwise, was made in the choice of the 
])apers to whom the contents of this Bill were communicated. You liave 
laid down, Mr. President, last Session, that even questions or Eesolutions 
should not be sent to the press, before they are admitted by you. We liave 
tried to respect that convention, as one of the privileges of this House, 
and I do suggest that the first stage of asking for leave to introduce a Bill 
becomes almost a farce, if the contents of the Bill are to be published in 
advance, and that too, in one section of the press As for a journalistic 
scoop, you know as well as I do, that there are enterprising journalises 
here belonging to all kinds of press and they would all have done b ; but 
the significant fact is that the Statesman alone contained this inform alien, 
and I do suggest that it is a matter worth enquiring into, whether this 
information was obtained by the journalist concerned without any kind 
of help from the Grovernment, or whether the Government communicated 
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the eonlentfe of tliiy Bill 1o the Editor or representative of the Statesmcm 
in Sin]h% and, if it is so, vhetber it does not constitute a breach of the 
prhileges of this House It is not right that the means of comniimica- 
t!on to the public and to the House, wbieh is this platform and nothing 
else, should be overshadowed by pre-publication 3iot to the pre>ss as a 
whole, but to one section of the press alone, 

Mr. President (The lioiiourfdde Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honourable 
Menib<‘r has quoled the analogy of questions and Resolutions. But those 
have to be admitted 'y the President before they can be brought up before 
this House. There is no question of admitting a Bill 

Mr. S. Satyamiirti : But lliore tins point, the House has got to 
give leave ,* it may refuse to give leave to introduce the Bill. 

Mr. President (The nonourable Sir Abdur Rahim) . That is an- 
otlier lixaticr Before any Resolution or question is admitted, nobody can 
introduce that business into tins House 

Mr S. Satyamurti : H', at this stage, leave is refused by this House 
for the introduction of iny Honourable friend's Bill, the Bill dies un\\"epl, 
unhonoured, and unsung 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : But are not 
Government entitled to ascertain beforehand public opinion, — what the 
attitu'le of the public is likely to he 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : 1 submit, the only constitutional and legal 
forum in which they can ascertain public opinion is this House so far as 
Bills are concerned, unless there is a motion to circulate which is moved 
in this House and is passed, in which case Government circulates to all 
relevant people, public bodies, or associations or individuals. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Government 
may want to find out what the public opinion is as regards any measure. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti ; In that case, they will not ask for leave to 
introduce till that public opinion is obtained. They will say, we propose 
to legislate on the following lines and we would like to know what public 
bodies Ihiiik Having obtained that opinion, they wall then put it in the 
form of a Bill I can see, Mr. President, what is in your mind. If tlie 
Government do not make up their mind finally tO' ask for leave to introduce 
a Bill and it is in a nebulous state, T can perfectly understand their pub- 
lishing proposals, not in a legislative form, hut in a series of propositions, 
any saying, vre propose to legislate on these lines, and they can publish 
them, by the various means open to them, such as in the Gazette or else- 
where, and then invite public opinion Tn this case, my submission is they 
have not submitted it to public opinion impartially. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That is another 
maitor. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : My submission is, it is not a case of sounding 
public opinion before making no their mind to introduce this Bill. Tn 
this case, they have made up their mind to introduce the Bill, they have 
drafted the Bill. 

Mr President (The PTonourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : But are they 
not entitled, until the very last moment before introduction, to kno^v what 
is the .public opinion and derive assistance in a matter like this 

L163LAD ^ 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : If the suggestion is that between 4 p.m. yesterday 
when this message wa>s sent, and 11 am. this morning, they intended to 
consult public opinion in this huge country, and to receive public opinion 
and then change their mind, it would simply be ludicrous You will notice 
that the agenda that was sent to us for today is dated the 30th August. 
That agenda contains an item, The Honourable Sir Henry Craik to move 
for leave to introduce a Bill to diiiend the Criminal Law 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : But they could 
alter it any time. 

Mir S. Satyamurti : But they have given no notice of any alteration, 
till this inoiniiig My suggestion is that tins was not a case of publication 
for public opinion at all It was a case of giving news, according to some 
people, to one particular favoured paper, or if that is denied, it is a 
journalistic scoop which I hardly believe 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Has the 
Honourable Member got any authority in his favour ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : It cannot, happen in decent comitnes ; it can 
only happen in India, where we have got to legislate in a House Avhicli is 
peculiarly placed We can get no help from the Mother of Parlianioiits , 
they would never do it. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Do they not 
QBxry on a lot of propaganda before they start a new measure ? 

Mr. S Satyamurti : They will do it much more decently, and not in 
this fasliion I know Government are carrying on propaganda, but this is 
not right. It is an insult to tliis House to give to one paper the actual con- 
tents. I think we are entitled to the co-operation of the press in this House 
and we can hardly hope to get it, if Government set an example of this 
land. That I say is a matter of privilege of this House and I would like 
you to take suitable action in the matter. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I submit that there is no ques- 
tion of privilege involved. Nothing that I have done is irregular or in any 
wa 3 ^ out of accord with what is the ordinary and regular practice in Parlia- 
ment in England A tew days ago, T had a conference with a certain 
number of pressmen, not the representative of one newspaper, but seven or 
eight pressmen, but I did not give any of them a copy of the Bill I simply 
informed^ them what the intentions of the Government were and explained 
to them in general conversation what were broadly our reasons for the 
policy that we had decided to adopt It v/as a friendly discussion There 
were many questions asked of me, to which I replied to the best of my 
ability. That is, to my personal knowledge, the regular practice of Gov- 
ernment Departments at home When introducing legislation, they pre- 
pare the ground in the press. 

An Honourable Member : All the press ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : In the friendly press The 
Congres.s press had many speculative articles as to what the c'ontents of tlie 
Bill were, and all of them condemned the Bill in advance. Why should 
we not use the press that is friendly to us to secure a favourable recention 
for the Bdl ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : That is a confession. 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : That is a perfectly legitimate 
practice, and, sO' long as I am iii charge of this Department, I propose to 
continue the practice. There is no question of breach of privilege of any 
kind. If 1 had given to any of these geiUlemeii a copy of any confidential 
communication printed by the Legislative Assembly Office, then that might 
possiOly liave been a breach of privilege. I did no such thing. I had before 
me only my own copy of the Bill. I submit that my conduct was com- 
pletely regular and was in no sense either a breach of privilege or any 
disrespect to this House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdm* Eahim) : The Chair holds 
that there is no breach of privilege in this case, and, as tiie matter ]s abso- 
lutely clear, it is not necessary for the Chair to go any further into. it. 

The question is : 

“ That leave be granted to iiitioduec a Bill to amend the (Jiimmal Law.^’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Sir, 1 introduce the Bill 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ghetty (Madras : Indian Commerce) : 
May I make a small request to you I request that Honourable Members 
of this House may be supplied with a copy of the prrgmal Act in order to 
find out the changes which are proposed to be made 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : I will do my best to do so. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim) : The Chair 
thinks that a sufficient number of copies might be circolated 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I cannot say that there are 
enougii copies to supply one to every Member of the House, but I will try 
to make as many copies as possible available to Honourable Members. 


THE PROVINCIAL INSOLVENCY (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : Sir, I mo\e 
for leave to introduce a Bill further tO' amend the Provincial Insolvency 
Act, 1920, for a certain purpose. 

This Bill is rendered necessary by a judgment of the Madras High 
Court which recommends that the Act should be modified in the way in 
whicii liave proposed it. Very shortly, the iiosition is this. The scheme 
and the spirit of both the Acts, the Provincial Act and the Presidency Act, 
is that once there is a discharge of a debtor, he is not to be bothered with 
any further debts provable in insolvency That is the provision ol the 
Presidenc;v'4owns Insolvency Act. In connection with the Provincial 
Insolvency Act, there have been conflicting rulings and on a recent occa- 
sion the Madras High Court recommended that the Bill sho-uld be amended* 
The object of the amendmehl is that the debtor should be put on 

the sanic looting in the Provincial Insolvency Act ^ in the case of th^ 
Presideiic} -towns Insolvency Act, namely, that the discharge should cover 
all creditors. Now the jiosilioii is that if one of the creditors keeps out 
and takes no part in the proc'eediiigs either negligently or deliberately, he 
gains an advantage over the other creditors That is not the position 
under the Presidency-towns Insolvency Act. That is not the position 
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LDdcr tills Act also according to certain rulings but there have been con- 
flicting rulings and the learned Oiiief Justice oi Madras who was one ot* a 
division beneli in Madras strongly recommended tiiat this siiould be brougbt 
into line with the Presidency-towms Insolvency Act, by making a change m 
the law'. That is the object of the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That leave be granted to introduce a Bill fiirthei to amend the Provincial 
Insolvency Act, 1920, tor a ceitain pmpose ’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honoxirable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, 1 introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAH AHMY (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. Gr. R. P. Tottenham (Army SecretarjO : I move for leave to 
introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Army AcL, 1911, for certain 
purposes. 

Mr. President (The Hononrabie Sir Abdur Rahim) * The question 
is : 

“ That leave be granted to intioduec a Bill further to amend the Indian Army 
Act, 1911, foi ceitani purposes.’^ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Sir, I introduce llie Bill 

THE PROVINCIAL SMALL CAUSE COURTS (AMENDMENT) 

BILL. 

The Hononrabie Sir Nripendra Sircar (Lfiw Member) : I move for 
leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Provincial Small Cause 
Courts Act, 1887, for a certain purpose 

I do not think I need refer to anyPdng furtlier than wdiat is stated 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. The whole object is 
to make the meaning perfectly clear, as w^e now understand that 
different Presidency Small Cause Courts have been construing the sec- 
tion in different ways. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

^‘"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Provincial 
Small Cause Courts Act, 1887, foi a eertam purpose 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE REPEALING AND AMENDING BILL 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) ; I move for 
leave to introduce a Bill to amend certain enactments and to repeal 
certain other enactments. 
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1 need not say anytliing more than what is contained in the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons This Bili does not introduce any change 
in the law AVliat we want to do is that we want formally to repeal 
certain Acts which have ceased to be in opeiation Also there have 
been small inaccuracies like omitting the t\ord ^ the ^ and so on, which 
are set out in a schedule and I can assure my Honourable friends here 
that this Bili does not seek to effect any important change m the law. 

Fir. President (The Honourable Sir Alidur Rahim) The question 
is : 

“ That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to amend certain enactments and to 
repeal ceitain othei enactments.^’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, 1 introduce the Bilk 


THE INDIAN MOTOR VEHICLES (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik (Home Member) . Sir, I beg to 
move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Motor 
Vehicles Act, 1914, for certain purposes. 

I do not think I need add anything to the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That leave be granted to intioduce a Bill fuither to amend the Indian Motor 
Vehicles Act, 1914:, for certain purposes.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


RESOLUTION EE RATIFICATION OF THE DRAFT CONVENTION 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE UQN- 
CERNING EMPLOYMENT OF WOMEN DURING NIGHT. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Micchell (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, I move : 

That this Assembly leeonimends to the Goveinoi Geneial in Council that he 
should ratify the Draft Convention eoncernmo cnnohjymcnt of women during the night 
(Revised 1934) adopted at the Eighteenth Session of the International Labour 
Conference. ” 

Sir, at the first session of the International Labour Conference, which 
sat in Washington in 1919, a convention was adopted concerning the 
industrial employment of women during the hours of night. Copies 
of 'this Convention have been supplied to Honourable Members, but I 
may say that the gist of the Convention is that no woman worker shall 
work duiung eleven hours of the night and that those eleven hours shall 
cover the period between 10 pm. and 5 a.m. The Convention was 
ratified by India in 1921, but, in pursuance of article 5, it has been 
applied to factory workers only. It was assumed when the ratifica- 
tion was made that the Factories Act of 1911 as it then stood was 
sufficient to justify the act of ratification and that no special legislation 
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was required. Several years later the question was raised whether the 
Convention applied, or did not apply, to women in positions of super- 
vision and management. The question was discussed by the Governing 
Body of the International Labour Office and was finally referred to the 
Permanent Court of International Justice, which ruled that the Con- 
vention did apply to w^omen holding positions of supervision and 
management. This placed several nations in a difficulty, including 
India, Our section 29 of the Factories Act of 1911 allowed us to 
exempt from this particular restriction, and from other restrictions, 
persons holding positions of supervision or management or who are 
employed in a confidential position m a factory. The matter was of 
very small practical importance in India where very few such women 
exist. However, it was of some practical importance to certani other 
countries which pressed the point, and finally in 1934 a new Conven- 
tion was adopted at Geneva. The Convention is practically 
the same as the old one, with the one difference that article 8 now lays 
down that the Convention does not apply to women holding responsible 
positions of management who are not ordinarily engaged in manual 
work. 

The passing of this Convention and the ruling of the Permanent 
Court of International Justice has left India in somewhat of a dilemma. 
Bection 29 of the Act of 1911 has been substantially reproduced in sec- 
tion 43 of the present Act of 1934. It still gives us the power to exempt 
women holding positions of management and supervision. To that 
extent, it is contrary to the Convention of 1919, the last Convention. 
Also the description of women given in that Convention is somewhat 
narrower than the description of women given in our Indian Act of 
1934 and to^ that extent also our present legislation is inconsistent even 
with the later Convention. Obviously we must legislate, the only other 
course being the impossible one of denouncing the earlier Convention 
and refusing to ratify the later. The Government of India propose to 
take the straightforward course. They intend to adhere to the 
original Convention of 1919 and to ratify the new Convention of 1934. 
In order to do so, they propose to legislate at once, and if the House 
agrees to my present motion, I shall at once introduce the necessary 
Bill. The position of the Government of India is that they are pre- 
pared to go somewhat further than either of the two Conventions. The 
Bill will make an amendment in the Act which will prevent all women 
workers from w^orking in factories between the hours of 7 p.m. and 6 
AM, Our reasons for this, very shortly, are two-fold. In the first 
place there are very few, if any, women in positions of trust and 
management working in factories. Secondly, if there were, then, as 
ordinary women ivorkers may not work at night, these women would 
find themselves alone in the factory, in charge of a gang of men ; and 
that is a position which I do not think we are required to provide for. 

However, the immediate question is the ratification of this new 
Convention of 1934. There is no reason why we should not ratify it. 
It gives us a certain power to do a thing which we at present do not 
want to do ; but if we do ratify it, and if conditions should so develop 
that we should wish to legislate in order to allow women in positions 
of management to work in factories at night, then we will be free to 
do so. Sir, I move. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Motion 
moved : 

“ That thus Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that iie 
should ratify the Draft Convention concerning employment of women during the night 
(Revised 1934) adopted at the Eighteenth Session of the International Labtjar 
Conference. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Mnhammadan) : Sir, it would 
appear to the House perhaps a little bit surprising, when the House 
hears from me, that I propose to oppose the ratiheation of this Con- 
vention, not on the ground that I am not one of 'those who desire to see 
an amelioration of the conditions of women working in mines, but on 
the ground that a mandate has come from an international body 
situated far away in Europe and which body is controlled in all its 
actions by the League of Nations, which happens to be a committee of 
old women, now almost gasping for its breath, — a body which may 
perhaps be vanishing into thin air soon as World situation would seem 
to show 

Sir, I notice from the report in my hand that my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Clow, was a delegate to that Eighteenth International Conference. 
Sir, I have great respect for my Honourable friend, Mr. Clow, parti- 
cularly his heart, as I know, melts for his friends, the workers of India, 
and I know he has done good service to the workers of India (Hear, 
hear) which my Honourable friend, Mr Joshi, will recognize, though 
sometimes at the cost of the industries of India. Yet, Sir, what do we 
find ^ The Government of In^ia send delegates. They are treating 
this International Conference — I must point out at this stage — with a 
little bit of contempt. The Government of India sent out that year four 
delegates to represent the Government of India They allowed the 
employers of India to be represented by one delegate only — Seth 
Kasturbhai Lalbhai — and the workers to be represented by only one dele- 
gate — Mr. Jamnadas Mehta Now while in the body of the report they 
mention that they had to do the difficult work of attending to the com- 
mittees which reached the alarming total of twelve, and ihu, forced 
the Government side to distribute the three gentlemen and the one 
distinguished lady that formed part of that delegation into those twelve 
committees, it would have been humanly impossible tor the employers^ 
delegate or the workers’ delegate to identify themselves with all the 
twelve committees that sat that year. Sir, that shows how even the 
Government of India treat this International Labour Conference with 
supreme contempt We find now that tlie deliberations of these so- 
called International Conferences have resulted in no good. The 
European countries that brought into existence this League of Nations 
after the Treaty of Yersailles have set them at naught. They do not 
obev the mandates of the League of Nations and why should we, in 
India, obey its mandate particularly when a foreign power like the Gov- 
ernment of Italy had the audacity through its spokesman to say that the 
coloured people and the people of Asia are barbarians "When the 
League of Nations consists of such people who now want to go back 
on the idea and principles of democracy, why should the British Gov- 
ernment or their handmaids the Government of India, compel India 
even to ratify a particular convention however beneficial it may be to 
the working classes in India. We could ourselves confer benefits on 
India The representatives of industries, the representatives of 
workers and also the representatives of the Government of India can 
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devise ameliorating conditions whereby the condiiioius of workers will 
improve. There I do not think my Honourable friend, Mr. doslu, or 
my Honourable friend, Mr Girt, will find us lagging behind. We will 
respond to them whenever it is for the betterment oi’ the industries and 
of the workers. I want my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, vho is a 
member (-f the Governing Body of the I. L. 0., to say hou he likes 
this attitude of the League of Nations towards Asiatic nations ( interrup- 
tions from Mr. Joshi) — as article 11 of this Convention says that unless 
the Secretary of the League of Nations writes to the Secretary General 
of the International Labour Conference the Convention cannot be rati- 
fied. Sir, I am opposed to the idea that India should be any more a 
member of the League of Nations and probably the Government of 
India in their supine policy wants to go on sleeping a few more months 
till the League of Nations is dead and buried. The other day I saw 
an excellent cartoon in the Hindustan Times. The League of Nations 
was shown as a serpent following another serpent, Italy. Both the 
serpents are trying to swallow each other’s tail and in the end Italy 
will be smashed and so will the League of Nations. 

Sir, if I have followed this unusual procedure of asking the House 
not to ratify a convention which will improve the conditions of the 
workers, it is because of the insult which Mussolini has hurled againsl 
the Asiatics and the people of Africa. What right has any European 
however mighty he may be to say that ^Asiatics are barbarians, that 
the coloured people have no place on this earth and tliat it is only the 
European big powers, who want to dictate terms to Asia, to Africa and 
to other countries, have the right of existence. As war clouds are 
threatening on the horizon, it may be a friendly neighbour, an Abyssinia, 
which may pass out as a free people and independent country. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : I rise on a point of order, Sir. 
Is the Honourable Member in order on the question of ratifying a conven- 
tion regarding labour, to discusis the relations between two foreign 
powers ^ 

Mr. B. Das : Certainly I am. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) • The Honour- 
able Member is giving his reasons why this House should not ratify the 
Convention of a body which is connected with the League of Nations, 
but the Chair hopes he will not dilate on it too much. 

Mr. B'. Das : I do not wish to add to the agony b^’' again referri ig 
to Italy, but eveiy Indian, who is present here — ^be he on this side or 
the other side of the House — feels it very much and his heart boils and 
his sense of injury burns in him and he feels indignant that there should 
be such an old body like the League of Nations that will perpetuate 
such distress and will allow its principal bodies to insult Asiatic nations ^ 
Now, Sir, my advice to my Honourable friend, Mr. Mitchell, is this • 
withdraw from the League of Nations”. But if the International 
Labour Conference can become a real international body independent 
from the League of Nations and does look into the interests of worker>s 
and employers all over the worlcb then T would ask the Government of 
India to become a subscriber of that international body. But when 
internationalism is dead and the dictatorship is the order of the day, I 
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would like India to develop agreasive nationalism even with the help of 
that immobile bureaucratic Government which sits on the Treasury 
Benches opposite. Sir, I would welcome such aggressive nationalism and 
I will co-operate with them in the matter of legislating for the ameliora- 
tion of the conditions of the workers. Therefore, I would ask the House 
to throw out this proposal for ratification and I will ask the Government 
of India to join hands with us to get out of the League of Nations. 

Mr M. M Joshi (Nominated Non-Official) : Mr. President, I admit 
that the subject-matter of this Resolution is not of great importance to 
the 'working* classes of this country* India, as the Honourable Member 
in charge of the Department stated, has ratified the Convention of 1919* 
Personally, I do not think there is any necessity for us to ratify this Con- 
vention. The Honourable Member in charge of the Department ex- 
plained ^ that the new Convention has introduced one, what I may call, 
a reactionary proposal. I should have said two. The proposal which 
he mentioned authorises women in a supervisory position to work during 
certain hours of the night. I admit, again, that this is not a matter 
of very great importance. At the same time, I do not like that we 
should ratify a convention “v^hich admittedly is a little reactionary one. 
I was unable to follow the reasons given by the Honourable Member in 
charge of the Department in support of his view for the ratification of 
this Convention. He said that India practically does not need it. He 
proposes to introduce legislation which will put right the position 
of India as regards the ratification of the Convention of 1919. I do not 
really see what practical advantage the Government of India will get 
by ratifying this Convention. The Honourable Member said that it is no 
use to us for the present, because they are not inclined to put in prac- 
tice the proposal of the new Convention What he said was that time 
may come when we can make use of this wdiat I consider to be a re- 
actionary power. I was wondering. Sir, why the Government w^ere 
showing so much far-sightedness and forethought Generally, I hear 
them saying and sftating in this Legislature that they do not like 
to legislate ahead. They look to the present and I wmnt to ask them 
why they are not content this time by looking to the present and why 
are they so much far-sighted when they should not be so. I, therefore, 
feel that nothing will he lost by the working classes in this country if 
tbe convention is not ratified On the contrary, they will get something, 
if they will at all get, by not ratifying this Convention. However, Sir, 
I feel that the matter is not of very great consequence. If the Govern- 
ment of India carry this Resolution, I shall noi, shed many tears. 

One word more about what my Honourable friend, IHr. Das, has 
said. I was unable to understand his attitude towards the League of 
Nations and the International Labour Conference He said that India 
"really wants mternationalism. I thought be approved of interna- 
tionalism, at least a real kind of inlernationalism. Then he said that 
India does not want to be a member of the League of Nations. What 
will happen if India does not remain a member of the League of Nations 
and India does not obey the mandates of the League of Nations as he 
wants India not to obev. I feel that not only India but the whole world 
-will return to a condition of savagery. The whole world will begin to 
fight amongst one another and there will be such a continuous and 
•constant fighting that we will not make any progreiss towards civiliza- 
L163LAD r. 
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tion, but whatever civilization we may have achieved so far will be 
destroyed. I am not here to make a speech in support of the League 
of Nations. But I feel that by even a country like India leaving the 
League of Nations, we shall not serve the cause of peace and interna* 
tionalism, but we shall weaken whatever international organisation 
exists in the world for the promotion of peace. 

Mr. B. Das : Does it exist ? 

Mr. N. M. JosM : One word more as regards the statement made 
by my Honourable friend, klr. Das. He has some grudge against the 
League of Nations. Let him have it. 

Mr. B. Das : Have you not got t 

Mr. N. M JosM : He was wrong in saying that the International 
Labour Organisation is controlled by the League of Nations in the 
passing of Conventions. 

Mr. B, Das : See Article 11 

Mr. N. M. JosM : Not even Article 11. The International Labour 
Conference and the International Labour Organisation have their own 
power to pass Conventions I hope, Sir, the Government of India wull 
not insist upon passing this Resolution. 

Mr. A. G. Clow (Government of India : Nominated Official) : 
Mr. President, T must confess like Mr Joshi that I was a little sur- 
prised at the tone of my Honourable friend, Mr. B Das He has re- 
eeu’-ed part of his reply from Mr Joshi who has pointed out that the 
International Labour Organisation, although undoubtedly part of the 
organization of the League of Nations, is, in a sense, a separate organiza- 
tion I may say at once that I have no knowledge of meetings oE the 
League of Nations — I have never attended any — but I have attended 
several meetings of this organization and I can say that India there 
counts for much Her views expressed there carry weight and India is 
there as a partner in what I regard as one of the most truly international 
organizations we Iiave at present. Indeed, if my memory serves me 
rightl}", i lliiiik my Honourable friend, Mr B. Das, once* assisted al 
one of those conferences which he now affecLs to despise, I was struck 
by the singular inconsistency, if I heard him rightly, in that while he 
seemed to be trying to pour contempt on this organization, he com- 
plained that we do not send enough advisers 1here Surely he cannot 
have it both ways. I might add for Ins information that in the nresent 
year, we have sent one Adviser for every' Delegate and we sent a 
distinguished Indian lady in addition. 


^ As regards my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, I was a little sur- 
prised the tone of his speech. Generally he complains that when wm 
come forward we do not propose to ratify the Conventions, but when 
come forward as in the present case and propose to ratify one of the 
Conventions, he is equaHy ready to complain. What I thought was the 
fundamental weakness in his position was that he seemed to attach no 
weight whatever to a convention. He took the line that we should 
have suund and strong reasons for ratifying. I would prefer to put it 
Ihe other way and would prefer to say : here you have a Conference in 
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conference concerning employment of women during night. 
wliicli you have the collected wisdom o£ the greater part of the ]almir 
world met to devise suitable measures for labour ; and if they adopt 
a Convention, the least that you can do is to say that we shall consider 
its ratification favourably unless we find that our national conditions 
are such as to fender it undesirable I have a lurking suspicion that if 
we had brought forward a Eesolution jn the negative sense, namely, 
That this Assembly recommends that he do not x^atify, etc/^ then 
Mr. Joshi would have come forward and said, Why not ^ 

Mr. N. M, JosM : No. Sir 

Mr A. 6. Clow : Then I say it. Here you have a Convention • are 
there any sound reasons why we should not ratify ^ It lays no further 
obligation upon India ihan she has alreadv accepted and T think it is 
up to her to ratify the Convention 

Prof N. 6. Eanga (Guntur cum Nellore : Non-Muhammadan Kural) : 
Sir, Mr. Clow was saying that the International Labour Conference is 
really the collective wisdom of a major portion of the world and therefore 
ii is up to this House as well as similar Houses in other countries to accept 
that particular wisdom and then try to ratify the conventions and accept 
the recommendations which they make. I should like to put one question 
to him and also to the Government of India Why is it that whenever any 
good convention has been passed by the International Labour Conference 
and recommended to these Governments, then the Government of India 
comes forwaT'd with its own proposals that it he not ratified Why is it, 
Sir, on their own admission, when a reactionary and a practically useless 
Con^Tiition is passed by them and is eireulafed among all these Govern- 
ments, the Government of India comes forward in this House and says 
that it be ratified. I should like this paradox to be solved by this Gov- 
ernment of India. They alone seem to be competent to solve it. 

Coming to the other question of the advantages that India can deriv-e 
from being a member of the League of Nations — so far as this particular 
International Labour Conference is concerned, — I would only like to bring 
to the notice of this House the insult that was meted out to India’s dele- 
gates at the last International Labour Conference, when the labour dele- 
gates were constrained to walk out of that conference being also supported 
in thfur action by the representatives of employers also Therefore it 
must meeai that Inch a as such and Indians as such were not treated pio- 
perly and were noi given es much consideration as they deserved, and the, 
point of view they ])resentecl in the International Labour Conference was 
not considered as weightily and as carefully as it should have been. 1 
am a strong and firm believer in the necessity for an International Labour 
Conference and I am also in favour of the present International Labour 
Conference although I hold just as strong views against tlie League of 
Nations as it exists today as my Honourable friend, IMr. Das 

Of course, I do not agree with Mr Das when he said that in some 
cases the recommendations of the International Labour Conference had 
gone against the employers. It may be that because our employers simply 
look at their problems from their own point of view and from their own 
self-interest and profits that they have come to this particular conclusion 
on some of their recommendations that have come to be accepted by this 
Government and that have gone against them. But, at the same time 
I must sound this note of warning that if such a conference, as the Inter- 
national Labour Conference, did not exist, I do not feel quite confident 
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that our employers would have been just as generous as they have been 
obliged to be in granting the few privileges that our workers have come 

to enjoy from this Government and also from this International Labour 
Conference. 

In conclusion, Sir, I would like to recommend to the Government of 
India their own policy of not ratifying a convention whicn is not good and 
not accepting a convention which is really reactionary and reactionary in 
more than one sense. My Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, has explained one 
sense in which it is reactionary, and I will mention the other one also for 
the information of this House. Sii', according to the old Convention, 
■women were prohibited from wnrking at night time between 10 p.m. at 
night and 5 o'ciock in the morning The new Convention states that they 
should be prevented from working between 11 o^clock in the night and 
6 o^clock in the morning. To allow women to work in factories till 11 
o’clock in the night is itself a dangerous thing and it is this reactionary 
measure this Convention proposes and expects us to accept. ^ And 

1 am really glad that my Honourable friend, Mr. Mitchell, is going to 
come forward here with a legislative proposal to prohibit all women from 
working in factories during night time ; and certainly his proposal is 
far more liberal than this particular Convention, A|iid, therefore, if those 
legislative proposals were to be accepted by this House, this country and 
the working classes will certainly have no advantage to derive from this 
rejctionary Convention and nothing to gain from its ratification. I, there- 
fore, suggest fliat th.s Convention should not be ratified at all, because it 
is reactionary and it is bad. 


The Honourable Mr. D. G Mitchell : Sir, on the whole I think 
Mr. Joshi ’s reactions to this motion do not differ very much from my 
owm I agree with him that if the Eesolution is not passed I should not 
shed any tears over it. As a practical measure it has very little applica- 
tion to India ; but I would impress upon the House that the International 
Labour Conference is a going concern I am not going to allow myself 
to be dragged into any general discussion about the League of Nations. 
This is not the time for it But I would again point out, — and Mr. Joshi, 
I understand, agrees and I think other Members of the House who are 
closely connected with labour matters will also agree, — ^that the Interna- 
tional Labour Conference is a going concern and it will be a very great 
pity indeed if India were now to take action which would virtually 
amount to a declaration of her intention to secede. There has been some 
talk about the new Convention being reactionary as compared with the 
old one. From the point of view that it will allow a selected class of 
women to work at night it is reactiona:^. But T would remind Mr. Joshi 
that he himself has several times in this Assembly advocated the cause of 
the emancipation of women ; and it has been held, and may be held even 
by some Members opposite, that a condition in the Convention whereby 
women in a position of supervision and management may be allowed to 
work at night is in some ways not reactionary. 


I do not wish to say very much on Mr. Das’ remarks. It seemed to 
me that his general attitude ivas, “ Do not do a thing, which in itself is 

because somebody yon do not like asks 
you to do it . I do not think the position is a very convincing one, and 
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I would again appeal to the House not to make any breach in the walls 
of the International Labour Conference but to agree to this very sound 
Convention and to pass the Resolution. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahuii') ; The question 
is : 

“ That this AssemLly recommends to the Governor Geneial in Council that he 
should ratify the Diaft Convention eonceining employment of 'women during the night 
(Revised 1934) adopted at the Eighteenth Session of the Intel national Labour 
Conference. ' ^ 

The motion was adopted. 


THE FACTORIES (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mlitchell (Member for Industrie>s and 
Labour) : Sir, I move for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Factories 
Act, 1934, for a certain purpose. 

This is a Bill to ■which I have already referred and which I under- 
stand several Honourable Members opposite wull prefer to the Convention 
itself. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That leave be granted to intioduee a Bill to amend the Factories A'd, 1934, for 
a eeitain purpose.^’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Sir, I introduce the Bill. i 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNIMENT. 

Prohibition of the Convener of the Congress Assembly Party Com- 
mittee re Detenus to enter certain places in Bengal. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahin*) : As regards 
the motion for adjournment standing in the name of Mr. Satyamurli, I 
have received a Message from the Viceroy and Governor General that he 
disallows the motion on the ground that it relates to a matter which is not 
primarily the concern of the G'overnor General in Council. 


STATEMENT OP BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) : 
With your permission, Sir, 1 desire to make a statement as to the probable 
course of Government business for tlie rest of the w^eek. The list of busi- 
ness for Tuesday, the 3rd, is already in the hands of Honourable Members. 
On Thursday, the 5th, a motion will be made to take into consideration 
the Criminal Law Amendment Bill which has been introduced today. The 
discussion of this motion will be continued on Friday, the 6th September. 
Wednesday, the 4th, has been allotted by His Excellency the Governor 
General for the discussion of non-official Resolutions, and it is not pro- 
posed at present that the House should sit on Saturday, the 7tli September. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, 
the 3rd September, 1935. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tuesday, 3rd September, 1935, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Oloek, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) in the Chair. 


MEMBEE SWORN. 

Mr. Nirmal Chandra Cliunder, M.L.A. (Calcutta : Non-Muhamma- 
dan Urban). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Purchase oe Articles required by the Military Department. 

31. "^'Sardar Sant Singh : What was the total amount spent by 
the Military Department in the year 1933-34 in making purchases of 
articles requi]‘ed by that department ^ What portion was spent through 
the Indian Stores Department, and what portion was spent through the 
Stores Department, London ? 

Mr. G. Er. F. Tottenham : The total amount spent by the Defence 
Departments (including Military Engineer Services, Royal Air Force, 
Royal Indian Navy and manufacturing concerns) on stores purchased 
in India and England during the year 1933-34 was Rs. 5.64 crores in 
round figures. The value of purchases made by the Indian and London 
Stores Departments, respectively, is contained m the annual reports of 
the two Departments, copies of which are available in the Library of the 
House. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if only those things are pur- 
chased in London which cannot be obtained in India ? 

Mx. G. E. P. Tottenham : Yes, Sir ; those things which cannot be 
purchased in India are alone purchased in London, that is to say, motor 
cars, geroplanes, and in this particular case a new ship for the Royal ^ 
Indian Navy. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyan5’‘^r : Are any articles required for 
the army purchased in foreign countries or only in England ? 

Mr. G. E. P Tottenham : There may be a few : I have not got 
details 

Mr. M Ananthasayanam A^angar : Through what agency are 
those articles, bought in countries other than England, purchased ? 
Who makes the inspection ! Who negotiates for their purchase 

Mr G. R. P Tottenham : Some of them are purchased through the 
Indian Stores Department and some through the London Stores Depart- 
ment ? 

Prof H. G Ranga : Do you purchase any things directly in London 
without the mediation of the London Stores Department f 

( 159 ) 


L168LAJ) 


A 



160 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [3RD SeP. 1935. 

Mr. G- R F, Tottenham : I think there are a few thinj^s that are 
bought direct through the War Offiee 

Purchase op Articles required by the Railway Board. 

32. "^'Sardar Sant Singh : What was the total amount spent hy 
the li'adway Board in the year 1933-34 in nialang purchases of articles 
reqmred by that Department ? What portion was spent through the 
Indian Stores Department, and what portion was spent through the Stores 
Department, London ? 

Mr. P. E. Ban : The total value of all stores (both indigenous and 
foreign) pui-ehased for the State-managed Railways during was 

Es. 7,52 lakhs. Out of this, the value of stores purchased by the Indian 
Stores Department and the India Store Department, London, on f>ehal£ of 
those railways daring the same year w^as approximately Ms. 171 lakhs 
and six lakhs, respectively. 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if the same rule as in the 
military is being followed and only those articles are purchased in 
London winch cannot be purchased in India 1 

Mr. P. R. Ban : Yes, Sir. 

Value op Imports prom, and Exports to, the United Kingdom. 

33. "^'Sardar Sant Singh : Since the Ottawa Agreement became 
operative, what has been the total value of imports from the United 
Kingdom into India and what is the total value of exports from India to 
the United Kingdom ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I lay on the table 
a statement containing the information asked for as far as it is avail- 
able. 


Statement showing imports from and exports to the United Ktngdmn from January^ 1938 to 

Jidy^ 193o, 


January, 1933 
February, 1933 
March, 1933 

April, 1933 — ^March, 1934 
April, 1934~March, 1935 
April, 1935 
May, 1935 
June, 1935 
July, 1935 


3,99 

3,87 

4,48 


4,53 

4,44 

3,60 

4,09 


Imports. 
(In lakhs of 
Rs.) 


12,34 

47,59 

53,73 


16,66 


Total 


1,30,32 
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January, 1933 
February, 1933 , , 

March, 1933 

April, 1933--March, 1934 
April, 1934 — ^March, 1935 
April, 1935 ^ .. 

May, 1935 
June, 1935 
July, 1935 


Exports. 
(In lakhs of 
Bs.) 

2,95 

2,67 

2,93 

8,55 

. . 47,21 

47,81 

2,24 

3,49 

3,36 

3,76 

12,85 

Total . . 1,16,42 


Prof. N. G. Ranga : Is it not the fact that the imports from the 
United Kingdom have increased to a greater extent than our exports to 
the United Kingdom in the same period ever since the Ottawa Pact was 
concluded 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It is a question 
of figures : I have supplied the figures. 

Alleged Discrimination against Indian Products by British 

Concerns in India. 

34. *Sardar Sant Singh : (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the following published in the London Times ? 

A branch of the Tata Iron and Steel Company is obtaining an increasingly 
laige share of the trade in hoes, axes, chisels, billhooks, pickaxes, hammer 
heads, except for those required by the British-managed concerns ... ^ h 

If SO, are Government aware that there is a discrimination against Indian 
products at the hands of British-managed concerns in India ? If so, do 
Government propose to do anything abont it ? 

{b) Is it a fact that the Bafiways in India were making such a dis- 
crimination against the local products ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) Govern- 
ment have no information on the point. 

(h) No. 

M!r. S. Satyamurti : May I know why Government could not 
make inquiries after receipt of the question, part (a), especially con- 
sidering this is a vital matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The question is 
whether British firms make discrimination against Indian manufac- 
tures • if I made inquiries from the British firms, is it reasonable to 
<^xpeet them to tell me whether they do or do not discriminate ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know if any inquiry was made of these 
concerns, and they declined to furnish any information ? 

Jbl68LAD ’ 
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The Honourable Sir Mubammad Zafnillali Khan : I did not make 
any enquiry, because the firms would at once say : This is no business 
of yours, and we will not give you any informalion I did not wish 
to place the Government in that position 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : Has any attempt been made to ascertain 
from the High Commissioner in London with respect to the discrimina- 
tion of some European firms ‘i 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : There is no ques- 
tion of European firms in England ; the question does not relate to 
them. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : Why was no inquiry made of the Tata Iron and 
Steel Company ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : How could Tatas 
give me information whether this discrimination was being practised 
against them by any British firm or not 1 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Did the Honourable Member make any attempt 
to get the information f 

The Honourable Sir Muhanimad Zafrullah Khan : I did not, 
because I knew no useful information could be supplied by them on this 
point. 


OVEEHAULING OE THE InCOME-TAX SySTEM OF IXBIA. 

35. ^’‘Sardar Sant Singh : (a) Have Government taken any steps 
towards the fulfilment of their promise to undertake the overhauling of 
the Income-tax system of India ? If so, what steps have been taken so 
far ? 

(6) Do Government propose to associate some Indian businessmen 
with this enquiry ? 

Mr, A. H. Lloyd : May I answer this question on behalf of the 
Honourable the Finance Member who is unfortunately prevented bv 
indisposition from attending today ’ j 

I would refer the Honourable Member to the remarks of the 
Honourable the Finance Member on this subject in the Report of the 
Proceedings of the Is&euibly for the 4th of April last (pages 3630-51 
and page 3667) Definite arrangements have now been made for the 
there mentioned to begin during the coming cold 

Mr. _P E. James : I understand that memoranda may be sent bv 
commercial associations in respect of this committee’s Work : is the 
initiative left to the associations or will Government send the usual 
circular inviting such memoranda ? 

bv Position is that the procedure to be followed 

by the experts will not be determined until they have arrived but I 

JfT, r'v*''** ■” renresentatiye boles 

wiJl D6 invited to submit memoranda to Government 

claus^'o?;!’’®’ Ciiettiar : May I know the answer to 
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Mr. A. H. Lloyd : The answer to that is contained in what I have 
already said, if the Honourable Member will refer to the proceedings 
of the Assembly which I have quoted. 

Mr, T. S. AvinasMlingam Chettiar : May we know that ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I have quoted the reference — pages 3650-51 and 
page 3667. 

Mir., T S. AvinasMlingam Chettiar : But the Honouiable Mcmbe;r 
may be pleased to give that reply .* it is a matter of yes or no 

(No answer was given.) 

Appointments of Successful j^jx-Apprentices of the East Indian 
Eailway Workshop, Lillooah, in other Workshops. 

36. "‘'Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
please stale whether they took action m accordance with the procedure 
cited in answers to starred question No. 918 (d) of the 7th November, 
1932, and unstarred question No. 23 (5) of the 5th September, 1932, 
regarding the appointments of successful ea;-apprentices of the East 
Indian Eailway Workshop, Lillooah, in other workshops, such as Tatanagar, 
Charbagh and Alambagh, which are under the Chief Mechanical Engineer ! 
If so, will (Government please state the number of vacancies which occurred 
in these workshops since 1934 and the names of the aaj-apprentices, if any, 
who have been taken in ^ If not, why not ? 

(h) Are Government aware that illiterate workmen, mistries, clerks, 
etc., who never received any technical education at all are promoted to the 
grade of journeymen, mechanics, chargemen and even to the grade of 
Assistant Foremen in those workshops, although many successful technically 
trained ^’ir-apprentices of Jamalpore Technical School were available ? If 
so, why ^ 

(c) Are Goyernment aware that a considerable amount of money is 
spent on tin* theoretical and practical training of the first grade Mechani- 
cal Bound Apprentices of East Indian Eailway Technical School, Jamal- 
pore ? 

(d) Are Government aware that some outsiders are also appointed 
as journeymen, chargemen, etc., in those workshops in preference to the 
e.r-apprentices who were trained under them ? If so, why ? 

(e) If the answers to parts (h) and (d) above be in the negative, 
will Government please state whether they are prepared to make an enquiry 
into the matter and lay on the table of this House a statement showing the 
names of the supervising staff such as Assistant Foremen, chargemen, 
journeymen, etc., of those workshops with the following : 

(t) particulars of practical training, 

(ii) particulars of service, 

(in) particulars of technical education, 

(iv) division in which passed from the technical school, 

(v) designations and grades of the posts, 

(in) present salary, and 

(vii) the university examination passed ? 

If not, why not f 
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(/) \¥ill Government please state whether they are prepared to put 
a stop to promoting to such posts, persons who received no technical 
education at ail, in all future cases and appoint time-expired apprentices 
of Jamalpore Technical School, who w-ere trained under them, and issue 
necessary orders to the Agent, Bast Indian Eailway to this eifect ? If not, 
w^hy not ? 

{g) If the answ^er to part (/) above be in the affirmative, will Gov- 
ernment please lay a copy of the orders on the table f If not, wliy not ? 

(7i) Will Government i)lease state the amount spent on the practical 
and theoretical training of each apprentice of Jamalpore Technical School, 
East Indian Eailway, during the five years of training 

Mr P. E. Ran : (a) The information has been called for and will 
be placed on the table of the House in due course. 

(b) Government understand that on the Oudli and Eohilkiind 
Eailway the supervising grades were filled by promoting lueehaiiies and 
mistries deserving of such promotion Since the amalgamation of that 
railway with the East Indian Eailway posts in the supervising grades are 
reserved for e:r-apprentiee mechanics. If these are not a\'aiiable, 
mistries are eligible for promotion to certain lower gi^ade of ehargemen. 

(c) and (/i). Government understand that approximately Es. 3,600 
is spent on each apprentice in five years. 

(d) The Agent, East Indian Eailway, reports that it has been 
necessary on occasion to appoint outsiders when eoi-apprentices with 
the required training have not been available. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) Government understand that the present practice is to appoint 
other persons to supervisory posts only if ex-apprentices with the 
requisite training are not available. They do not, therefore, consider 
the issue of further orders necessary. 

ig) Does not arise. 

Mr V, V. Giri : With reference to part (d) of this question, will 
the Honourable Member find out from the Agent of the East Indian Eail- 
way as to how many outsiders have been taken ^ 

Mr P. R Eau : My Honourable friend is at liberty to put a ques- 
tion on the paper. , 

Different Grades of Pay for the Sitpervising Staff in the East Indian 

Railway Workshops. 

37. "^Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : Are Government 
aware that there are different grades of pay for the supervising staff in 
different workshops on the East Indian Eailway, although they are under 
one and the same head, i.e., the Chief Mechanical Engineer ? If so, will 
Government please state the reasons for the differences ^ Are Government 
prepared to bring them on to one standard ^ 

Mr. P. R. Ran ; ITes. The difference in the scales of pay is due to 
the difference in the degree of responsibility attaching to the respective 
posts The Government do not see any necessity for bringino> them 
on to one standard. ^ 
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Appointment op Appbentiges on the Bast Indian Eailway. 

38 '^Mr. Amarentlra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Are CTOveniment 
aware that in spite of repeated assurances, given in answer to starred 
questions No. 424 (d) of the 16th September, 1931, and 1528 (c) of the 
5th December, 1932, one junior e^c-apprentice, who passed in a lower 
division has been appointed this year in the Alambagh workshop under the 
Chief Mechanical Engineer, Bast Indian Eailway If so, will Govern- 
ment please state the reasons for appointing him in preference to many 
seniors of 1931, who passed in the first division ^ Are Government pre- 
pared to take immediate action against this act of the railway administra- 
tion ? If so, in what way ? 

(5) If the answer to part (a) above be m the negative, are Govern- 
ment prepared to enquire into the matter ^ 

(c) Will Government please state how the selection for the post 
referred to in part (a) above was made, who made the selection and what 
were their qualifications ^ 

(d) Will Government please lay on the table a statement showing 
the name of the e.r-apprentice referred to in part- (a) above, the date of 
his completion of apprenticeship training, the division in which he passed 
from the Technical School, and starting salary f 

(e) With reference to the starred questions Nos. 1014 and 1015 of 
the 26th March, 1935, and starred questions Nos. 1324 to 1326 of the 2nd 
April, 1935, regarding the appointments of the time-expired apprentices 
of Lillooah Workshops under the Chief Mechanical Engineer, East Indian 
Eailway, will Government please state : 

(D whether they have received the required information from the 
Agent, East Indian Eailway, and 

fn) whether they are now prepared to lay the statement asked for 
in the question referred to on the table 

Mir. P. R Rati ; (a) to (d). The Agent, East Indian Railway, re- 
ports that it is not clear which ^a;-apq 3 rentice is referred to but two 
».r-apprentices were engaged in the Alambagh Workshops, Lucknow, 
this year, one in the capacity of a chargehand on Es. 85 per mensem 
and the other as a fitter on Es 2-6-0 a day. Both these men passed in 
the First Division Government do not consider any action necessary. 

(e) The statement has been laid on the table 

Appointment of Apprentices on the East Indian Eailway. 

39. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya ; (a) Are Government 
aware that in spite of the assurance given, the ex-apprentices of the East 
Indian Eailway Workshop, Lillooah, are not appointed from the waiting 
list according to seniority, and that the result of the Technical School is 
not considered at the time of appointments under the Chief Mechanical 
Engineer ? 

(5) If the answer to part (a) above be in the negative, will Govern- 
ment please state whether they are prepared to make an enquiry into tlie 
matter, and lay on the floor of this House a statement showing the names 
of those who have been provided with posts under the Chief Mechanical 
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Engineer, East Indian Bailway, since 1933, togetiier with the folloiving 
information about them : 

(i) dates of completion of apprenticeship training ; 

(ii) division in which passed in technical school ; 

(Hi) workshop in which appointed ; 

Uv) designations ; 

(v) starting pay ; and 

(vi) dates of appointments ? 

Mi'. P, R. Ran : (a) I would invite the Honourable Member ’'s 
attention to the information laid on the table in connection with Mr. 
H. K, Lahiri Chaudhry’s starred question No. 1325 asked on the 2nd 
April, 1935, 

(h) Government do not consider an enquiry necessary. 

Demotion oe Electrical Linesmen and Wibemen on the East Indian 

Railway. 


40. ^Mr, Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state the actual number of the linesmen and wiremen in the 
Electrical Department on the East Indian Railway in each Division ? 

(6) What was their grade of pay before the retrenchment took place 
in 1931, and what is their present grade ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that certain electrical linesmen and wiremeu. have 
been demoted, on the plea of retrenchment, from the grade of Rs 84 to 
Es. 51 ? 

(d) What is the number of such demoted persons in each Division f 

{e) Is it a fact that the persons who were demoted, were given an 
assurance that their grades will be restored after six months ? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state whether their trades have 
been restored, or n^ot ? If not, why not 1 

(g) WiU Government also be pleased to state wbat action has been 
taken on the representations made by the demoted persons every now and 

““on ~ - 

the “nfre? toaHoW ^ 

natl™ ™ •'J' «“■“ ™ “ >1^- 

id) Three wiremen and two Knesmen in the Lucknow Division 

(e) No. 

if) No vacancies have arisen in the higher o-radu fm. xi, 

demoted men are suitable. Orders have been issued by the E'LflndSn 

ai way Administration that when vacancies occur in the higher grade 

for which these demoted men are suitable they are to he restLS + 
their original grade. restored to 

ig) A petition was received in May IQ'?? xi, 

eerned and they were informed in reply that as'thev 

reduced grade, they must abide by the decision * ^ ^ accepted the 
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Amount sanctioned to conduct the Case oe Mr. Doran, Late State 
Superintendent oe the Dinapur Division. 

41. "^Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Is it a fact that 
Goi eiTHiient have sanctioned a sum of Rs 10,000 to conduct the case of 
Mr. Doran, late Staff Superintendent of the Dmapur Division, who filed 
a complaint against the Mazdur^ an official organ of the Bast Indian 
Railway Union, Dinapur, under sections 500, 504 and 506, Indian Penai 
Code, and the accused claimed a privilege under Chapter 83, section 443, 
Criminal i^roeedure Code for jury trial consisting of the majority of 
Indian jurymen ? 

(5) Is it a fact that the learned Session Judge of Patna accepted the 
application for a jury trial and gave a privilege to the accused persons under 
Chapter 33, section 443, of the Criminal Procedure Code and observed 
in his judgment on the 2nd January, 1935, that the complaint was not 
tiled by Mr. Doran in his official capacity and the accused were entiilod to 
trial by a jury of his countrymen, if he desired it ? 

(c) AVill Government be pleased to state the reasons and the grounds 
under winch a sum of Rs. 10,000 of the public money was sanctioned to 
conduct the case of Mr. Doran ? 

id) Will Government also be pleased to state whether similar 
privileges of financing the cases of subordinates were allowed when they 
defended the case while they were on duty ? If not, will Government be 
pleased to sta+e why this favour has been shown to Mr. Doran in this 
case ^ 


Mr P. E. Eau : (a) Government have so far sanctioned an expeudi- 
ture of Rs. 5,376-12-0 in connection with this case 

(b) The learned Sessions Judge of Patna allowed the application for 
a jury trial under section 443 of the Criminal Procedure Code. He 
observed that in lodging the complaint Mr. Doran acted not only with the 
approval but under the express orders of his official superiors ; but he did 
not consider it to be any part of Mr. Doran’s normal duties to prosecute 
the editors of newspapers who may publish articles defamatory of him. 

(c) Mr Doran was attacked in the Mazdur on the subject of acts per- 
formed by him in his official capacity. The Railway Administration 
accordingly instructed him to prosecute the editor and printer of llie 
Mazdur and under look to pay expenses as it was considered necessary to 
protect its officers against such attacks 

(d) As Mr. Doran instituted the prosecution under the orders of the 
Railway Administration, the expenses were borne by the latter I have 
not been able to trace readity any similar case of a subordinate being 
instructed by the Administration to institute prosecution 

Mr V. V. Giri : Were the accused acquitted in that ease ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Yes 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya ; With regard to the answer to part 
{a) of this question, may I know if the opinion of the Legal Remembrancer 
or of any legal adviser of the Crown was obtained before instituting this 
case ^ 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullab Khan : I believe the East 
ndian haihvay authorities did obtain advice. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know from the Honourable Member 
vhiit IS the practice adopted in giving assistance to a railway employe for 
londueting a case ? Does the Eailway Board iinst of all decide the nmtter, 
u* vrJiat IS the procedure ’ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : If a railway ser- 
•aut, as was the case in this case, is instructed to institute a prosecution, the 
xpenses are paid by the railw'ay administration. 

Mr. Sami V enkatachelam Ohetty : Did Government approve of the 
ct of the Railway Administration in thi.s case ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : AVhat distinction 
, the Honourable Member making between the Railway Administration 
nd the Government ? 

Mr. Sami Venkatachelam Chetty : I thought that the Government 
rere an appellate authority. May I know if the Railway Admimstration 
las got any power to institute eases like this without the approval of the 
Railway Board f 


Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Are there any rules under which 
irders are given for instituting such prosecutions ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : Each question is 
lec’ided on its merits. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to part (c), may I know whether 
he Government obtained any independent legal opinion as to the soundness 
.f this prosecution, before they sanctioned this sum of public money ? 

The Honourable Sir Miuhammad ZafruUah Khan t As I said before 
he prosecution was instituted by the East Indian Railway Administration’ 
jad they did obtain legal advice before instituting this prosecution I do 
lot know what is meant by independent legal advice. 

Mr. S Satyamurti ; I want to know whether the Government of 
ndia, before they sanctioned this sum of public monev, obtained any otlier 
^al advice • ‘ ' 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : Does the Houour- 
ble Member mean any otlier advice than that Which the East Indian 
iailway had already obtained ? ‘ 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yes. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khaji : No 

Pandit ^^hna Kant Malaviya : Are Government aware of the 
dgmeut m this case 7 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : Government are 
are of the judgment in this case. vxovernment are 


Mr LalchaM Na^ai : May I know if the prosecution was initiated 
the Railway Department or by the railway employ^, Mr. Doran ? 


^e Honowahle Sir Muhammad Zafrulkh Khan : As the 

, ibe East Indian Railway Administration directed Mr Doran ^ 
this prosecution- " 


answer 
0 insti- 
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Prof. N. G. Ranga : Is it not the duty of the Railway Board to see 
that the prosecutions that are ordered by the various companies under tbem 
are properly conducted and taken up Has the Railway Board consulted 
its own legal adviser as to the rightness of this prosecution ? 

(No reply.) 

Enhancement of the Beat of the Keymen on the East Indian 

Railway. 

42. *Mr. Amareindra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state what action they have taken in connection with the 
speech of Mr. N. V. Gadgil, delivered in this House on the 26th February, 
1935, in connection with the cut motion on Railway Budget, regarding 
the enhancement of the beat of the keymen on the Bast Indian Railway ? 

(i) Is it a fact that the Chief Engineer, East Indian Railway, 
Calcutta, had issued a circular letter, No. 1174, dated nil^ to all the 
S. S. W/s on the East Indian Railway and asked for their suggestions to 
increase the beat of the keymen on the East Indian Railway from three to- 
six miles on double line and four miles to twelve on single lines per day f 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the suggestions 
made by the P. W. I ’s, A. S. W ’s and S. W.’s of six Divisions on the 
East Indian Railway regarding the increase of the beat of the keymen on 
the East Indian Railway ? 

(d) Is it also a fact that the beat of the keymen has been increased 
from three to six miles on double lines and from four to twelve miles on 
single lines ])er day with effect from the 15th March, 1935 ? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state the distance between two 
keys ? 

(/) How many keys does each mile contain ? 

(g) What is the average time to set one key ? 

(h) Is it a fact that when the w’^age-cut was imposed on the railway 
employees, the Honourable the Railway Member gave an assurance that in 
future no retrenchment will be made ? If sJo, what is the reason for the 
enhancement of the beat of the keymen ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) No action was considered necessary on the 
speech of Mr. Gadgil, referred to. 

(h) It was decided in January, 1935, to extend the length of keymen ^s 
beats. This change was adopted after consideration of the proposals ]uit 
forward by the Deputy Agent (Organisation) with a view to securing 
economy by a more intensive employment of permanent way staff l''he 
increased limits represented the maximum beat prescribed for keymen 
under the most favourable ^‘onditions 

(c) Reports on the working of the revised orders have been received 
and are under consideration together with suggestions for their mod idea- 
tion. The>se are administrative documents not intended for publication 
and Government are not prepared to lay them on the table. 

(d) The heat was increased from the 15th February, 1935. 

(e) The distance between two sleepers is generally between two and 
three feet 
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(/) About four thousand. 

{g) A few seconds. In any one day only a very small pereenhiye of 
keys require attention. 

(/i) I have not been able to trace any such statement My Honour- 
able friend will, no doubt, realise that in the course of investig-ations by 
railways into fresh avenues of economy-, it is inevitable that some statf will 
be found surplus to requirements from time to time 

Pay op cebtain Railway Stafp. 

43. "Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : ‘Will the Honourable 
Member in charge of Railways be pleased to state the pay of ('? } Pointsmen, 
{n) Clock- winders, (in) Relieving Ticket Collectors, {iv) Relieving Assist- 
ant Station Masters, (u) Engine Assistants, ie., firemen and state if they 
are paid any monthly allowance ? 

Mr. P. R. Eau : I lay on the table a statement giving the informa- 
tion. 

Statement showing the pay and monthly allowances of Pointsmen, Clock Winders, Relieving 
Ticket Collectors, Believing Assistant Station Masters and Firemen on the Fast Indian 
Railway. 


Scales of pay 1934. 


Monthly allowance. 


(i) Pointsmen — 


In running sheds 

At stations 

Rs. 12—1—17 1 {a) 

Rs. 14—1—19 J 

{a) Local and bad climate allow- 
ances are given in certain 
localities in accordance with 
the scale shown, at page XIII 
of the pamphlet containing the 
revised scales of pay 1934 
a copy of which is in the library 
of the House. 

(n) Clock Winders . . 

Rs. 22—1—28 (b) 

(6) Nil 

{Hi) Relieving Ticket Collectors 

Rs. 30— 3— 45 (c) .. 

(c) No monthly allowance other 
than ordinary travelling allow- 
ance when reheving away from 
their headquarters. 

(w) Relieving Assistant Station 
Masters. 

Rs. 30—2—45/5—60 


(v) Firemen — 



Grade I 

Rs. 30—3—50 (d) , . 

(d) Running allowances under 
the rules applicable to locomo- 
tive running staff. 

Grad© II 

Rs. 17—18 (d). 


Grad© III 

Rs. 15—16 (d). 




QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


173 


Monthly Allo^wance paid to the Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the 

East Indian Eailway. 

44. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Will the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Railways be pleased to state if the travelling 
inspectors of A and B ^ades under Mody-Ward system on the East 
Indian Railway, are paid any monthly allowance ? If so, will he be 
pleased to state the amount ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. P. R. Itau : I would refer the Honourable Member to the in- 
formation laid on the table of the House in reply to part (c) of quesLion 
No. 307 asked by Dr N. B. Khare on the 9th April, 1935. 

Purchase of Scales by the Railways. 

45. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state whether weigh-bridge scales are purchased by the 
Railways or by the State ? 

(6) Is it a fact that T. Avery’s scales are generally preferred by 
State Railways to B. W. Company and that the latter are cheaper than 
the former by not less than Rs. 500 ? 

(c) If the answer to part (1) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state the reason for the preference 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the number of Avery's 
scales purchased during the last five years and the rate at which they were 
purchased 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state if the weigh-bridge scales 
are purchased by calling regular tenders from suppliers, and if so, whose 
tenders w=^ere lowest during all these years ? 

(f) Are Government aware of the fact that B. W. Company’s weigh- 
bridge scales are purchased by almost all the factories in India for their 
cheapness and durability ? 

(g) Do Government propose to stop the purchase of Avery’s scales 
in future, and start purchasing B. W. Company’s scales f 

Mr. P. E. Eau : (a) Prior to the 29th January, 1935, Slate-managed 
Railways purchased their requirements of weigh-bndges and weighing 
machines directly. From that date such purchases arc being made 
through the Indian Stores Department. 

(h) and (c) Avery’s scales have been m use on Indian Railways 
for many years past and have, I understand, proved generally satisfac- 
tory. There is no question, however, of giving a preference to this 
Company over others since the purchase is decided on quality and price. 
I understand the B W. Seales Company, which has apparently started 
operations quite recently, have not yet tendered for railway require- 
ment's. If they do, I am sure, the Indian Stores Department will give 
them the same consideration as other tenderers. 

(d) The information is not readUy available. 

(e) Weigh-bridges and scales have in the past been chiefly pur- 
chased by calling for tencleT-^^. In certain instances when a special 
type of machine of a proprietary nature has been required the single 
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tender system of purchase has been adopted. Tenders will in future 
be called for by the Indian Stores Department. Government have no 
information regarding the lowest tenders during the last live years. 

if) No. 

(g) Government propose to purchase from the most suitable 
tenderer. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Have Government ever tried to ascertain 
whether the B. W. Company’s scales are cheaper than the Avery’s 
scales ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : That will be easily found out when the tenders 
are received. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Do I understand the Honourable 
Member to say that the Avery’s scales are the very best ^ 

Mr. P. R. Ran : No. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Has the Honourable Member ever 
tried to ascertain whether equally good weigh-bridges can be iiad at 
lower prices ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I have never said that the Avery’s scales are the 
very best. I have said that they have been in use on Indian Railways 
for many years past and they have proved generally satisfactory. I 
have also said that there is no question of giving preference to this 
Company over others since the purchase is decided on quality and 
price. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Why did not the Government think 
it desirable to call for tenders to see if equally good scales can be had 
elsewhere at a lesser price ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : Open tenders will be called for by the Indian 
Stores Department in future. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Have Government tried to make experiments 
with B. W. Company’s scales and find out whether they are just as 
good as Avery’s scales f 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I must leave that to the Indian Stores Department. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Is it not the duty of the Indian Stores De 
partment simply to sell the scales to the Indian Railways ? 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour- 
able Member has given an answer. 

Dipeeeential Treatment in ee-employing the Dischaeged Ticket 
Checking Stake on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

46. ‘'Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
he pleased to state i£ it is a fact that in the year 1928 when transferring 
the Ticket Checking Staff from the control of the Audit DeparLment to 
that of the Traffte Department on the Eastern Bengal Railway, all Ihe 
staff of tlie Ticket Checking Department were medically examined as to 
their fitness in Class “ A ” f 

{}>) If so, will Government be pleased to state how many of them 
■were passed in Class “ A " and how many in Class “ B ” ? 
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(c) Will Government be pleased Jo state if it is a fact that some of 
tiiO "J’raveiling Ticket Collectors failed to pass in Class A but passed 
in Class p. 'M 

(d) Tf so, will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that some 
of them who passed in Class ‘‘ B were discharged and subsequently 
absoroed as Ticket Collectors in the Traffic Department, and some were 
taken back to the Ticket Checking Department without break of service ^ 

(c) Tf so, win Government be pleased to state why differential treat- 
ment was meted out to the few who were discharged and subsequently 
taken back as new recruits ? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact thac for the 
sake of economy, the representation like that of the other fortunate men. 
was rejected ? 

Mr. P E. Eau : (a) Yes 

(5) They were examined only in Class ‘ A ’ as tliat was the 
minimum standard laid down at the tune for ticket checking staff. 
158 passed. 

(c) Those who failed to pass in Class ' A ’ were not at that time 
tested in Class ‘ B 

(d) and (e) If my Honourable friend means that while some of 
those wlio failed to pass in Class ' A ' and were subsequently re- 
appointed were treated as re-appoinled after a break in service, the 
rest were taken back without a break, the i-eply is in the iieuative. 
All were treated as re-appointed after a ])reak In service 

(/) Does not arise. 

Detachment of British Troops stationed in certain Bikrampur Villages 

IN Dacca. 

47. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Are Government 
aware of the facts that two detachments of British troops have been 
stationed m parts of Bikrampur (Munshigaii] area') in the district of 
Dacca ^ 

(6) Are Governmenl awaie of the fact that a detachment of the Bed- 
fordshire and Ilartfordshire Tiegliiieni was stationed in Bikrampur in 
September last and that thev remained there till the end of February, 
1985 ^ 

(c) Are Goverinncnl aware of the fact that the above detachments 
were divided into seven batches, and as many as seven military camps were 
set up at the following villages, namely, Taltala, Anal, Bhagyakul, 
Abdullapur, Baherak, Baliar and Hashara 

(d) Are Government awai’e that the soldiers placed in the above 
places were advised to move about freely in the villages at all hours of the 
day and even late at night and that they thereby caused difficulty and 
mconveiuonce to the women of the villages in going about for drawing 
water and buying food in the market and attending Pujalis in the temples ? 

(e) Ts it not a fact that the soldiers used to enter the houses of the 
local people without asking for permission of the owners ^ 

L 168 LAD ^ B 
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(/) Is it not a fact that the soldiers used to cut down li^ees fur fuel 
without waiting for the consent of the owners of the trees ; 

(g) Is it not a fad that these detaeiimeiits were stationed m the 
YiUages where the population is predonxinantiy Hindus and tiiat cows 
were dail}" slaughtered in the slaughter house to supply them with beef f 

{h) If the answer to part (g) be in the affirmauve, wml (lonauaunic 
be pleased to state if they are aware that this affected the susceptibilities 
of the Hindu population of the locality ? 

(i) Is it not a fact that troops visit the liouses of the young men 
under restraint order (sunset and curfetY order; and rouse them up from 
sleep more liidii once the same night and create a row thereby by km>ckiiig 
at the doors and beating the corrugated-sheet roofs and disturb die peace 
of the household and the locality 

(j) Are Government aware that the soldiers killed a large number of 
watch-dogs in the villages to the great inconvenience of the people 

(h) Is it a fact that in spite of the prohibitory orders of Government 
on the young men regarding the movemeii: in liie slreds berv sunset 
and sunrise, the soldiers forced them to accompany lliem to be left at 
some distant out-of-the-way place in the darkness and shift for themselves 
as best as they could ? 

{1) Is it a fact that detachments are placed in the interior of the 
villages to put down terrorism If so, will Government be pleased to 
state if there were any acts of terrorism m Bikrampur duidng the last five 
years, and when the last act of terrorism took place there ^ 

(m) 'VVill Government be pleased to state if they have considered 
whether any further stationing of troops is reqnired under the present 
peaceful situation there ? If so, are Government prepared to withdraw 
the regiments from these places and restore normal conditions there without 
delay ^ 


The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : (a), (h) and (c) Detaclmients 
of the 1st Battalion of the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment 
were m Camp in the Munshigaipi Sub-Division from the 7th December, 
1934;, to the 9th March, 1935. There were at no one time more than 
dght separate camps, situated at Pursail, Abdullapur, Bek all llasara, 
Telirbag, Baharak, Arial, Munshiganj and Bhagyakul ; the last camp 
was occupied only for a very short time. 

(d) No. Troops were permitted to use the open country but 
resort to populated areas, tanks and places used by women for bathing 
was expressly prohibited, and no soldier was permitted to leave camp 
between sunset and sunrise, except on duly Orders to e-’-r-,,,.,. re.snect 
for the convenience and susceptibilities of tbe inliabitn-ts were made 
in eonsultataon with Union Boards and no complaints of the molestation 
of women have been received. 

(e) and (/). The aUegations made are untrue. Government have 
received no such complaints and are satisfied that none were ever made. 

in eonsll??tli^US'®n®'‘'/°kS® slaughter of cattle were constructed 
in consultation with Cncle OfScers and Presidents of Union Boards 

.lieltcr con.tiacted as iiM to give offsnee. No eomphini resard- 
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mg tlie slaughter of cattle or tlie position of these diehers ivas 
received. 

(i) It was necessary on occasions for combined patrols of police 
and military to visit persons living under orders of restriction 

(i) No dogs were killed in any village. In one or two camps a 
few stray dogs were killed but only after the wishes of the local 
inhabitants had been ascerlainecL The action called forth tht grati- 
tude of the villagers in the ueiglibourhood. 

(k) The allegation is entirely unfounded. On the contrary, some 
young niei. under rci.tiictson volunteered to guide patrols al nighl In 
some instances thew help was invited. 

(l) No less than 17 terrorist crimes including three murders and 
three attempted murders were coMmittea between 29th Augusi, 1930 
and 8th M,ay, 1934, either in Munshiganj Sub-division, or by persons 
belonging to that sub-division. 

(m) Troops will be withdrawn as soon as the necessity for their 
presence disappears. 

Pandit Lakslimi Kanta Maitra : I could not hear the answer to 
part (k) of the question. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The allegation is entirely un- 
founded On the contrary, some young men under restriction volun- 
teered to guide patrols at night In some instances their help was 
invited . 

Mr. S. Satyanuirti : May I know if, after the receipt of (hese 
questions, Government made any enquiries, and, if so, of whom and in 
what manner ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : "Wc enquired of the Goverunient 
of Bengal. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : With reference to the Honourable Mem- 
ber's answer to part (1) of the question, may I know when the last terrorist 
outrage was committed ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : In the Munshiganj sub-division, 
the last terrorist outrage was eouiiuiLied on ihe 14t]i September, A :>2, 
and by Ibe iniic'b.tanis ('f' lu-e Mrns' snb-divr'^ion tli^ last terrorist 

outrage was committed on the 8tli Ma^g 1934. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashillngam Ghettiar : Knowing the character of 
soldiers as the ilonoiirable M^'inber does, does he believe the siateuicni of 
the Government of Bengal that tl-e posting of this regnueiil there Has 
not’ caused any iiiconveniere^* to the neople of the ioealiiy I 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Knowing the character of the 
soldiers and having referred to the Government of Bengal, I am of 
opinion that, so far from r-aiising anv ineonveivence to the inhabitants 
of the locality, the presence of the troops was of great material benefit to, 
and was welcomed by, the inhabitanls. of '' Oh, oh ! '' from 

Congress Paihy Benches and Hear, hear ’’ from Government Benches.) 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : The Honourable Member has said that he has 
received no complainhs. But would he kindly inform the House if there 
are any avenues open for making complaints in the face of the existing 

L168LAI) 
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law ? Are not papers proliibiled from piibiisiung any eumplaml.s : 
Ai’e not people terrorised if tiiey make any eoiiiplanits ! 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The Honourahie ]^lein!)er 
to be indulging in a speeeii. M} infoinialioti iS entirei} aiiti‘'‘tMU 
from Ins 


Mr. Ik S. Avinashslingani Cl;ct.:iar : Wi.a^ an^ Uie nr us us 
saving iliat the tiajops \sm-e weleoined 

The Bionoiirabie Sir Henry Orsnk . Thai is :!i(‘ iiuTnmiti ai sappL.u, 
to me by tlm Gorerument oi Ueiigal 

Mr. S Satyamnrti : Are not newspapers lu Bengali beuig aa\ vt 
by a special officer not to publish any such accounts ? 

Mr. Mohan* Lai Saksena : Did the Honourable Member make am 
enquiries of the Member of the Assembly representing that district ‘ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Will he niidce an enquiry of him now ! 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; No. 

Seth Govind Las : As the Ihuioiirable Mendier has just staled that 
no offence has oeen committed sin^e 1934. does lie consider tliai the 
regiment should remain there even now in spite of the fact that no 
offence has been committed for a year 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : That is primarily a matter for 
the Government of Bengal. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Is the Honourable Member aware 
that there is a press officer in Bengal and rigid censorship is applied 
there and complaints against the lawlessness of the military” cannot find 
a place in the papers ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am not aware of that In any 
ease, there are other avenues of making complaints besides the jiress 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra ; Do I understand from the Honour- 
able Member that he is not avnre lhai there is a press officer in iiie Gov- 
ernment of Bengal who censors all news about the activities and lawdess- 
nesses committed by the military ijeople ni the village areas ' 

The Honourable EJr Henry Craik : There is certainly a pre.s officer 
in Beiig-al. 


Pandit Lakshmi Kanta. Maitra : Ts i1, not a fact that this press officer 
immediately censors all news concerning these military people 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am not aware of that 

^ Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : And is it not a fact that all 
inform^iou about detenus and military people is rigidly banned by the 
press officer in Bengal ? c. ^ j 


ADciiir ivanimj . The Honour- 


mr. President (The Honourable Sir 
able Member has answered that question. 

1^. Mohan Lai Saksena : Is the Honourable Member aware that 
complaints were received by the convener of the committee appointed 

Bakri away by the police in 
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Tae Honourable Sir Henry Craik : ^VI■ly should I be aware of that f 

Mr. Mohan Lai Sakseiia : Is the iionourable Member aware that 
complaints were received from this very district by the convener of the 
Committee appointed by the Congress Party in this Assembly, that his 
papers were left in Calcutta for being* verified and that these papers 
vs^ere taken from the person with whom they were left and he was 
arrested ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The Hono arable Member was 
himself, I understand, the convener. So, he can answer the first part of 
Plat question himself As regards the second part, ail 1 Know is this, 
that ilie person with Avhom these documents were left was arrested for 
conreetion with a terrorist conspiracy of some land, and, m the search 
of house, certain papers were found and the police took possession of 
them 

Mr Mohan Lai Sakseii" : Will llioy he returned to me ’ 

Mr President (The Ilonoiu^able Su* Midiir Krdiim) * Next question. 

Staff of the Offices of the Director of Wagons Interchange and 

Indian Railways Conference Association transferred to Delhi. 

4S *Mr. Amarendra Hath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state whether the original office of the Director of "Wagons 
Intercliange was located in Allahabad ? 

(I)) If so, will Government be pleased to state if they are aware that 
The removal of the said office to Delhi has proved to be convenient for 
the working hands in the office ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if the office of the Indian 
Raihvay Conference has been removed Iroin Agra to Delhi, and if they 
are aware that this has caused inconvenience to numerous working hands I 

(d) Is it a fact that the offices of the Director, "Wagons Interchange 
and the Indian Railway Confei’ence, have been amalgamated and re- 
named Office of the General Secretary, Indian Railways Conference 
Association ” ? 

(e) W^ill Government be pleased to state if the proposal^ of the 
removal of the office to Delhi was made by Mr C Y. Bliss, General Secre- 
tary of the Indian Raihvays Conference Association, in 1930 and was 
givWi eiieet to against the \mte of the ma,iorily of membep present, and 
against vehement protests from various Railway companies 

(/) Is it a fact that the majority of the staff w^ere locally appointed 
men. having their dwelline: houses in the station of their appointment ^ 

(g) Will Government he pleased to stale if any extra allowance has 
been granted 1o the staff on their remoT'al to Delhi, wdiere they have to 
pay house-rent and other extra expenses ^ 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state if any sort of allowance in 
the shape of house allowance, increment in pav and other necessary 
expenses for removal, has been granted to this staff as is cuslomary with 
other offices ^ 

(i) Is it a fact that the staff is given a meagre salary— Rs 60 being 
the maximum ^ 
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{j) Is it a fact that living at Delhi is more costly than at Ailahabadj 
and will Government be pleased to state if they are aware that in conse- 
quence of this shifting and of there being no increase in their pay or no, 
grant of any allowance in any shape, these poor people in the department 
are hit hard f 

{h) Will Government be pleased to state how many represen faiions 
were made by the aggrieved staH to the General Secretary?- for the redress 
of their grievances and why they have not received any consideration 

{1) Is it a fact that the officers getting fat salaries get house allow- 
ance also, while clerks drawing small salaries get no such allowance 

(w) Is it a fact that most of the clerks who have been shifted from 
Allahabad and Agra are suffering from malaria and other epidemics in 
Delhi, and are Government aware that this has added to their expenses 
on account of extra medical help f 

(n) Are Government aware that these clerks have to suffer from 
pay-cuts which, along with their poor income, do not enable them Lo make 
both ends meet f 

Sir. P. E. Ean : (a.), {h) and ic). Both the offices mentioned were 
tramsferred to Delhi in 1930 Some complaints that tins transfer lias 
caused meonvenieree to the staff have been received 

Yes, 

(e) No The Association decided on the transfer of headc^uarters 
in 1927 

(/) The staff have been recruited from railways and locally at the 
headquarters of the Association. 

{g) Government have been informed that prior to and in view of 
the proposed transfer of the headquarters of the Association from 
Allahabad to Delhi the scales of pay of the staff were revised and a 
considerable increase wms made in the maximum rates of pay, particu- 
larly in the lower grades. 

{h) At the time of the transfer, an advance (recoverable in instal- 
ments) of two months pay (which was extended to four mouths' pay 
in special cases) was granted to the staff in addition lo the Irarelhng 
concessions usually admissible. 

{i) Rs. 60 is only the maximum of the lowest grade of the subordi- 
nate staff 


(.t) I am unable to verify these statements. 

(yfc) I understand that since the transfer to Delhi, eleven complaints 
have been received from the staff from time to lime and have received 
the consideration of the Association 

(0 Two of the junior officers of the Association were granted a fixed 
personal allowance. 

(m) Government have no information 


(n) ^ The emergency cut in pay 
Association in the same way as on 
has b^en wfithdrawn similarlv 


was imposed on the staff of the 
raihvay employees generally and 



questions and answers. 


181 


Non-Observance of certain Holidays in the Office of the Indian 
Eailways Conference Association, Delhi. 

49. Amaxendra Nath Ohattopadliyaya ; Is it a fact that 
the office of the Indian Railways Conierence Association, Delhi, is kept 
open even on Holi and Dewali festival days of Hindus, and their religious 
susceptibilities are not respected by the authorities concerned i 

P. R. Eau ; With your permission, Sir, I propose co deal with 
questions Nos 49 and *50 together. Tiie Indian Railways Conference 
Association is an aiitononioiis body, not under the control of Govern- 
ment ill these matters and the Fundamental Rules and other similar 
orders relating to Government servants do noL apply to them. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Whac are the rules which govern 
these railway associations in the matter of leave, and so on. 

Mr. P. E. Eau : They have their own rules. 

Mr, K. M. JosM : Who finances these railway conference associa- 
tions 2 

Mr. P. E Eau : It is financed by conlrtbutions irom the members 
of the Association. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether the members pay from their 
personal salaries or from uie dilferenl railways. 

Mr P. E. Eau : The members are rite raih/ays concerned 

Mr. li. M Joslii : May I ask v ['ether Guvernmenl cauiol have any 
control over this conference m tl: s matter ' 

Mr. P. E Eau : Government do propose to have any control 
over the minor don-estie a flaws ihis association. 

Mr. N, M. Joshi : May 1 ask, \''heii Gie Government of India spend 
the whole amount of money for this purpose, why they should not control 
the association in the matter of securing fair conditions for the 
employees ^ 

Mr P. E. Eau : Tlie Hononrahie Llember seems to be under a mis- 
apprehension. This is not a branch of the Government There are a 
number of raihvays that aie meinueis of a'-socia-ion who have nothing 
to do with Government 

Non-Observance of Fundamental Rules in the Office of the Indian 
Raiiavays Conference Association, Delhi, 

t50 "^Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Is it a fact that 
Fundamental Rules are not strictly observed in tlie office of the Indian 
Railways Conference Association, Delhi ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the clerks do not get facilities for leave also ? 

Removal of the Office of the Indian Railways Conference Association 

TO Allahabad. 

51 ^'Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : {a) Will Government 
be pleased to state if the Railway Board propose to purchase the Secre^^ 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 49. 
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tariat building at Allaliabad, wMch will fall vacant on the removal of the 
secretariat to Lucknow ? 

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to state if the office of the 
Eailways Conference Association will be removed from Delhi to Allahabad 
again f 

Mr. P. E. Ran : (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Recruitment oe Temporary Assistant Executive Engineers on the 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 

52. ^Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya ; (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that two temporary Assistant Executive 
Engineers are going to be appointed on the Eastern Bengal Railway 
during the year 1935-36 ? 

(5) If so, will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
there are a large number of Sub-Engineers on the Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way, who have been acting for a long time as Sub-Divisional Officers ? 

(c) If so, will Government be pleased to state if the Eastern Bengal 
Railway Administration is going to promote them to the newly created 
posts of Assistant Executive Engineers, or to recruit direct from out- 
siders ? 

Mr. P. R, Ran : (a) The Government are not aware of such a pro- 
posal. 

(6) Three Sub-Engineers have officiated from time to time as Suh- 
Divisional Officers. 

(c) In filling any vacancies that may occur in the Lower Gazetted 
Service of the Eastern Bengal Railway, I have no doubt the Administra- 
tion will consider the claims of Sub-Engineers along with those of 
others. 

Filling up op the Posts oe Sub-Divisional Officers on the Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 

53. ‘'^'Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Will Government 
he pleased to state if it is a fact that the cases of Sub-Engineers were not 
considered in filling up the posts of Sub-Divisional Officers in the Engineer- 
ing Department of the Eastern Bengal Railway ? If so, why ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : With your permission, Sir, I propose to reply to 
questions Nos. 53 and 54 together. 

Government have no information, but are making enquiries and 
will lay a reply on the table in due course. 

Filling up of the Posts of Sub-Divisional Officers on the Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 

t54 *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Are Government 
aware that on the Eastern Bengal Railway, men from the rank of Per-- 
manent Way Inspector s have been promoted to the posts of Sub-Divisional 

*For answer to this question, see answer to question No 53. 
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Officer ! Had they any practical knowledge in roads and building 
construction or had they received any education from an Engineering 
College ? If not, why were they so promoted ! 

Non-Filling up of Vacancies in the Engineebing Department of the 
Eastern Bengal Eailway 

55. ^'Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that the ministerial stall* of the En- 
gineering Department on the Eastern Bengal Eailway submitted a 
representation to the Chief Engineer, Eastern Bengal Eailway, eomplam- 
itig that the existing vacancies in the Department were not filled up for 
a long time f 

(h) Tf so, will Government be pleased to state what action has been 
taken on the representation 9 

Mr. P. E Eaii : (rO Yes 

(ft) The vacancies have been filled 

Vending Contracts on the East Indian Eailway, 

56 "Mr Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement shovdng the names of the 
contractors who were allowed to vend all sorts of food-stuffs, stationeries, 
toys and fruits, drinkvS and tea, and other miscellaneous articles up to the 
31st March, 1934, on the East Indian Railway up to Dinapore Division 
and the loopliiie up to Kml » 

(J) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the complaints 
received from the passengers against supply of articles of food, drinks, 
toiieh as tea, (i) as >0 quality of food-stuff, or (ii) quality of other things 
sold at the Eaihvay stations, (m) prices of food-stuff* and drink, 
(iv) behaviour of vendors, (i’) acts of dishonesty on the part of vendors, 
and (vi) indifference on the part of contractors or negligence on 
their part for which passengers suffer f 

(c) Will Government he pleased to lay on the table a copy of the 
agreemeni between the Eailway Cciiipanv. and the contractors, who were 
allowed to arrange for vendino' on platform up to the 31st March, 1934, 
in the above iwo divisions 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the contractors who were supnlying food -stuff and drinks and other 
articles have been given notice of the termination of their con+raet ^ If 
so, why ^ 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that one, 
Ballavdas Tssardas. has been given contract for vendinsr all sorts of things 
and food-stuff for Hindus and Mussalmans under the new agreement 
since 1934 ? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a true copy of 
the aforesaid agreement ^ 
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(g) Will Govermnent be pleased to state if there are any complaints 
against the vendors of all these things, such as food-stuffs, drink and 
other articles regarding (i) price, {^i) conduct of vendors, or (^^i) dis- 
honesty on the part of vendors, under the present system of contract in 
Howrah and Dinapore Divisions ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state if the contractors who 
catered up to the 31st March, 1934, belonged to the retired 1 Railway 
Stafi' ? 

(i) Will Government be pleased to state, if by giving a monopoly of 
this vending on Eailway platforms in the Howrah Division, ^ e., up to 
Jamalpore (East Indian Eailway) to Ballavdas, several contractors have 
been thrown out of employment ? If so, why has this been done and how 
many men have been thrown out of employment and deprived of their 
income f 

Mr. P. E. Eau : I assume tlial the Honourable Member's iiixcstmn 
refers to the Howrah and Dinapore Divisions If this is correct, 

(a) On the Howrah Division, petty vendors were displaced in 1932 
by an area contractor, ia., Messrs Ballavdas Issardas at stations Bandel 
to Syaria, and Biirdwan to Jamalpiir, including the Barharvu Bandel 
loop and branches. I am placing on the table a statement showing the 
names of those who held vending contracts during 1933-34. 

On the Dinapore Division, petty vendors were displaced by area con- 
tractors during the months of March and April, 1934. The names of 
the vendors displaced are not readily available. 

(b) Government regret that they cannot collect the information 
required as this would invoh^e an exhaustive investigation into past 
records. 

(c) and (/). I am placing in the Library of the House a copy of tha 
agreement which was being executed by petty vendors and of those 
that have been executed by Messrs Ballavdas Issardas for contracts on 
the Howrah and Dinapore Divisions. The agreements with other area 
contractors were drawn up on similar lines 

(d) and (i). The vendors who were displaced by area contractors 
were given notice It was found difficult to obtain the required standard 
of cVanliness and catering with p'otty vendors The number displaced 
was 97. 

(e) Messrs Ballavdas Issardas have contracts for vending Hindu 
food-stuffs and other articles in the Moghalsarai and Gaya areas of the 
Dinapore Division and for vending Hindu and Muslim food-stuffs and 
other articles at the stations referred to in my reply to part (a) of this 
question, and also for a sweetmeat and tea stall at Hov/rah station 

(g) The Agent states that there have been some complaints. 

(k) Some of the petty vendors who were displaced were a^-railway 
employees. 
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Vendinq AaBAuaEMHiTT OE Howbah Division foe 1933-34. 


Name of Vendor or Contractor 

Station. 

Articles sold. 

Hindu Refreshment Boom. (Pro- 
prietor M M Das). 

Howiah 

Indian iefrcshmeiii< of ail kinds for 
Hinans 

Mohd RoCreshment Boom (Pro 

Isa Bros ) 

Do 

1 

Indian refrcshnient ol ail kinds for 
Moiiaminad'ms. 

Cr. C Chakra barty. (Cancelled — 
taken over by Baliabha- 
das Ishwaidas) 

Bo ! 

Sv^^trneat, card, niilk, zilabi, 
ga]a, bahiHai, ladoo, dalpnri, 
^Cooked in on) oheera, pun, 
baPoa.Sa, chatoo, bh'ijt<, murki, 
kiiaiii, cigareries 

Ballabhadas Ishwardas 

Do 

Biscuits, cake, tea, ei( 

Ail llossam Khan 

Do. 

Tea, cakes, mutljn, fowl jirepara- 
tion, pair-ta, pheini, Tiread, 
batter, betel and cigarettes. 

Saroda Prosad 

1)0. 

Giound nuts, roasted nee, betel 
cigaiettes and fans 

M/8 Duitii, Bros 

Do 

Tea, biscuits, bread and butter 

Bahamat Khan. 

Do. 

Tea, biscuits, cakes, cigarettes, 
bin and niatche& 

N N Das k Son 

Do 

Pmits, hotel, bin, cigar, cigarettes, 
matches and p-inkhas 

Ishar Singh & Son 

Do. 

i 

Betel, pan, cigarettes, matches, 
and fruits on platform; letel, 
pan. Cigarettes, and matches in 
south coiicouise; tea, sweets, 
fruits, betel, bin, oilcooked 
food on ior shore pa\ ement, the 
cab and the Lorry stand 

Ballabhadas Ishwardas 

Howrah (Clerks’ 

TiIHn Room) 

All kinds oi Indian food. 

Basantci Kumar Chose 

Selur 

Sweets, iiuits, betel, cigarettes 
and matches 

K. S. Banex'jee 

Daiikuni 

i 

Betel, bin and matches. 

IT, N. Saiitra . 

1 

Begnrnpui 

Sweets, fruits, bexel, cigarettes 
and cigar 

Sudhn* Oh Paul 

Manirampiir 

h'ruits, betel, bin and cigai cites. 

N. L. Modhak 

Chandanpui 

Sweets, fruits, betel, bin, cigarettes 
and matches 

K. P Modhak 

Belmun . . 

Betal, bin, matches and sweets. 

M N Ghose 

Mosagram 

Sweets, betel, bin, cigarettes. 



186 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[ 3rd Sep. 1935. 


Name of Vendor or Contractor. 

Station. 

Articles sold. 

J. N. Shaw . . 

Seiampore 

Tea, coffee, frmts, betel, biri,, 
cigarettes, oilcooked food. 

K. B. Chatterjee 

Sheoraphiih 

Sweets, tea, fruits, lietel, cigarettes 
and punkhas. 

C. M. Banerjee 

Bo 

Fruits, begum, ghooghni, ]haibara, 
dalpuri, bhujia (cooked in oil), 
pan, bin, and cigarettes. 

A. C Dutta . . 

Kamarkundu 

Sw^-eets, fruits, betel, cigarettes 
and matches. 

K M Muherjee 

Bo 

Tea, biscuits, toasts, cigarettes and 
bm. 

Panchauan Das 

Hari})ai 

Fruits, betel, cigarettes and 

matches 

S C. Bas 

Bo. 

Tea, breads, biscuits and cakes. 

Kiiedan Shaw 

Tarakeswai 

Betel, cigar, cigarettes and 

matches 

Badri Shaw . . 

Do. 

Sweets, oilcooked articles, biri, 
milk, frmts and tobacco. 

Bwarka 

Bhadreswar 

Fruits, betel, cigarettes and ma.tch- 
es. 

Khiiban Mistry 

Chandernagore 

Fruits, betel, cigarettes, bin and 
matches. 

Aghornath Ghose 

Bo. 

Fruits, betel, cigar, bin, cigarettes, 
matches and punkhas. 

J amuna 

Chmsurah 

Fruits, sweets, betel, cigarettes, 
matches, cigar, golapi bm 

M/S Ballabhadas Ishwardas 

i 

1 

Bandel to 03 ^aria 
both inclusive, 
Burdwan to Jamal- 
pur both inclusive 
including BAK 
Section and Bran- 
ches 

(1) Hindu and Mohamedan Re- 
freshment Room at Burdwan. 

(2) Tea for Hindu and Mohama- 
dan m the area. 

(3) Vending of Indian sweets, food- 
stuff and fruits over the area 

(4) Sale of pan, bin and cigarettes 
over the area 

(5) Miscellaneous articles 


1 4-1 KaJita Maitra : May I ask the Honourable Member 

whether the whole question oP contracts has not been hanging fire for some 

ime past, and that the Honourable Member was put several questions 
during the Delhi Session, and he promised that the whole suhieet of 

decided ? Is the Honourable Mem- 
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eontrat*>tors in each j'ailway together with the advice of their local advisory 
couimirtees in this matter. I understand that the replies have since been 
received and they consist of about 398 pages. The Railway Board are 
considering the w^hoie question now and will probably place the matter for 
ad vice before the Central Advisory Council for Railways f 

Pandit Lakshnai Kanta Maitra 1 iiope the Honourable Member 
know^s it as a fact that the Advisory Council of the East Indian Railway 
has decided that the contracts should be given to the old vendors 

Mr. P. R. Ran : The view^s of tlie Advisory Committee members are 
very dnergent 

Pandit Lakskmi Kanta Maitra : The majority favour the re-instate- 
ment of the men wl ‘0 have been displaced ? 

Mr P, R Ran • I am afraid I cannot verify that statement 

Pandit Laksiimi Kanta Maitra : Will the Honoui*able Memb(*T take 
pains to verify wliciher it is a fact or not that the majority of tlie mem- 
bers of the Advisor V Council of the East Indian Railway had decided that 
the old contracts should be let out to the old people now dispiceed 

Mr. F. E. San . Cerlainlv, Sir, all llio mows expressed by members 
of these local Advisory Committees will be taken into considerafion vhen 
the question is being decided. 

Pandit Lakshini Kanta Maitra ^Aml T nm sure the Honourable 
Member realises ihat the travelling public as well as the contractors and 
vendors are eomierned m this matter, that there is a keen feeling over it, 
and that the matter is not a very light one ? 

Mr. P R. Ran • I quite realise, Sn% that a keen feeling exists among 
the displaced vendors, but I am not aware that such a keen feeling exists 
among the travelling [aiblic (Laughter ) 

Allegations ag/ inst one Ballavp^s Vending Cc n tractor for 

Railw'AY Stations prom Howrah to Bandel. 

57 'Mr Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state whetlier ihere v;ere any eonrplaints against those con- 
ti actor'' who liad been ‘■aipplyiiig tea and confectionary for the past 18 
years to the public and iiasseiigers at stations from IloAvrah, East Indian 
Railway, up to Bandel ^ If not, why has the contract for the same area 
no'w been given to one Ballavdas Issardas ? 

(h) Is it a fact tliat the old contractors, Messrs Dutta Brothers, had 
been cateiung tea and confectionaries all these years and had to invest 
several thousand rupees in this business ? 

(c) Did they not approach the Railway authority with their petition 
to the Divisionai Superintendent, Howrah, on the 24th July, 1934 ^ 

(d) Did the Agent receive the application ? If so, what action did 
he take thereon, and wdiat was his reply ? 

(e) Was the price of tea and confectionaries, supplied by Messrs. 
Dutta Brothers, high and quality of tea and confectionaries bad ^ 

(/) Did G-overnment get any complaints from the passengers or pub- 
lic against Messrs. Dutta Brothers ? 
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(g) Is it a fact that the District Lledical Officer, Gaya, after receiv- 
ing several complaints against food-stuff, specimens of which were sup- 
plied to him for examination by the Assistant Station Master, C. Blanchette, 
on the 10th August, 1934, reported that the sweet-meats sent for examina- 
tion were not fit for human consumption ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that in spite of the assurance from the manager 
of the contractor, Ballavdas Issardas, sweet-meats taken for examination 
on the 25th August, 1934, by the same Medical Officer, were declared to be 
unfit for use ? 

Is it a fact that the same Medical Officer stated that the vendors 
of Ballavdas Issardas and others’ managers were persistently ignoring the 
warning of the station staff and Medical Department, and that some sort 
of adequate action is necessary to bring to their notice that this will not 
be allowed to be a cause of an out-break of cholera in their colony which 
had up to that time practically escaped it, vide minute sheet No. If] (Lab.) ( 

2 of the 28th February, 1935 ^ 

(j) Will Government be pleased to state whether the same Medical 
Officer gave a bad report on milk supply in his minute sheet No, If j (Lab.) | 

3 of the 7th September, 1934 ? 

(k) Will G-overnment be pleased to state if the same Medical Officer 
complained against vendors in his minute sheet No lf|(Lab.)l2 of the 
11th September, 1934 ? 

(Z) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the 
complaints against the vendor of the said contractor, Ballavdas Issardas, 
by the crew staff, the Government Railway Police, Gaya, as contained in 
their diaries, D. S. Office and public ? 

(m) Will Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken 
against the vendors and the contractor on account of such complaints ! 

(n) Will Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken 
to redress the grievances and complaints regarding deterioration in 
quality, and enhancement of price, of food-stuff supplied by the present 
contractor, on the complaints by Mr. R C. Pandit, General Manager, 
Bank of Behar ? 

(o) Is it not a fact that four of the Indian Members out of the six 
of the Railway Advisory Committee were of the opinion that the present 
system of contract should be abolished and licence should be granted to 
different vendors under different contractors, as was the arrangement 
previously, and that the licence for refreshments for Hindus should be 
given to Hindus and for refreshments for Muslims to Muslims ? 

(p) Is it not a fact that the Railway Advisory Committee recom- 
mended that one man should not he given the licence for several stations, 
or several articles f 

(q) Will Government be pleased to state why in spite of such com- 
plaints against Ballavdas and Issardas, the Railway authorities are allow- 
ing their contract to continue ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran i (of^) The Agent states that there were frequent 
complaints. Messrs. Ballavdas Issardas have, however, not been vgiven' 
the eontractvS for this section. 
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(&) Messrs. Dutta Brothers have been contractors for tea, etc., at 
Ilowral) station S3iice July, 1917, and still hold the contran. The 
Administration have no information as regards the amount uivesied by 
the contractors in this business. 

(c) and (d). The Agent states that there is no trace of any such 
petition. 

(e) The prices were fixed by the Administration who do not consider 
that Ihe^ were higJi, and are not able to trace any complaints. 

(f) No. 

ig) to (k). Yes. 

( 1 ) No eoisipiaints by the crew sialf can j)e traced, bm the Agent has 
sent me a copy of tljc correspondenee with the Government Raib^ay Police 
which I can show to the Honourable Member at any time coiTvenlent to 
him. 

(yn) No action was taken at the out>set, as, in the opinion of the 
Agent, it was desirable to give the Area Contractors an opportunity to 
settle down to their work. It was also considered likely that most of 
the complaints were being engineered at the instance of those vendoi’s v;ho 
liad been displaced. Government are mfoimed, however, that wdien 
complaints were substantiated, punishments were inflicted 

(n) Two complaints were made by Mr. Pandit, and in both cases 
pimisimients were inflicted. 

(o) to (q) I am placing on the table an extract from the minutes 
of the discussion on this sub 3 ect which took place at a meeting of the 
Calcutta Advisory (Committee on the 24th November, 1933, where it is 
stated that the meeting agreed generally with the proposed policy of the 
administration. 


Smgle contract for refreshments and other articles at stations : 

Maulvi Abul Kasem liad complained that the system of granting the monopoly 
on a division for the sale of refieshments and other articles at stations was unsatis- 
factoiy and fuitheimore, it was objectionable to give the Mohammedan Refreshment 
Booms to a Hindu foi management. It was explained to the meetmg that it was 
proposed to continue to grant extended contracts but to a much moie limited extent 
than has been done on the Howrah Division. It was proposed that the contract would 
be for all sales at a large station and would include an aiea of say 25 to 30 miles from 
this station, and stations would have separate Hindu and ALohaiiimedan food vendors 

The Chairman further explained that the Administration was not in favour of 
throwing such contracts open to tender. It was ho'ce-wr, agiecd that applications 
should bo called for by the Divisional Superintendent so as to ensure that all suitable 
contractois were given the opportunity of being able to apply for such contracts. The 
meeting agreed generally with the proposed policy of the xAdminisfcration. 


'Prof M. G. Ranga : When reviewing this whole question of the 
sale of food-staffs, will Government consider the advisability of selling 
these food-stuff s through their own railway aiHliorilies ? 

Mr P R. Eau : I do not think, Sir, that that is really a tiling which' 
will be financially in the interests of the railways. 
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Sdb-Lettiisg of Vending Contracts on the East Indian Kailway. 

58 "‘'Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Is it a fact that 
it is stated in the agreement of the vending contract for food and other 
stuff at Railway stations that the contractors cannot sublet their contracts f 
If so, will Government be pleased to state if the following persons are sub- 
contractors at the stations standing against their names : 


StaUon 

Contractors, 

Moghalsarai 

Mangai Chand, Hanuman, 

Mangroo, Mahadeo ; 

Buxar 

. . Tliakon, Cliauroo, Babuameah, 

Chakan ; 

Beliea 

. . Dasrath ; 

Arrah 

. . Dliopuaran ; 

Dinapore 

. . Mangai, Bansi and others , 

Patna Junction 

.. Dhoonmoon, Natlmni, Mangai, 

Yusuf, Habib Omar Meali ; 

Kiiil 

. Baijnatli, Ghasila Girdhari, Jugal, 
Paudar Rosan ; 

Jha^lia 

. . Baijnatli Shew ; 

Jehanabad 

. . Khedaran and others , 

Gaya 

Lalion, Somaroo and others , 

Palmergunge 

. . iiislinu , 

Eaffgiinge 

. . DeY'a : and 

Sasaram 

L.aghunandaii 


(5) Was Mr Pandey’s contraci cancelled on the grounds of giving 
sub contract at Kiul Junction in the Dinapore Division, JEast Indian Rail- 
way, on the report of Mr Stoon, D. [ , m 1930 ? 

(c) Is it a fact that previously a contractor’s term could be termi- 
nated at a month’s notice, and that it requires six months' notice at pre- 
sent if so, will Government state the reasons for this privilege 

(d) Is giving sub-contract a condition for the termination of con' 
iraet f If so, is ic not necessary that the agreemenl of the contractor, 
vho has given sub-contract, should be terminated without any notice f 

(e) Is it not a fact that sub-lettiiig by the (‘'oiitractor Balias das 
Issardas, has been proved beyond any shadow of doubt ? If so, do Gov- 
ernment propose to take immediate steps to terminate rhe contract of 
Ballavdas Issardas and revert to the former practice in the matter of 
giving out contracts ? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the opinions and 
statements of the Agent of the East Indian Railway on the petitions made 
by the old contractors and on complaints made by the passengers and also 
by the public and the Medical Officers ? 

(g) Will Government be pleased to state who was Mr. Harriot who 
made all these new arrangements for contracts ? 
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(h) Is it a fact that he is going to be the Divisional Superintendent 
at Allahabad and^ simultaneously with his appointment at Allahabad, it 
is rumoured that the same policy of giving out contracts monopoly is in 
contemplation ^ If so, do Government propose to take steps to stop such 
an evil process ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran • (a) The reply to the first part is in the afiirmative. 
As regards t*he second part, enquiries are being made. 

(h) Yes, on llie report of a Transportation Inspector in 1927. 

(c) Yes, as it :s considered desirable where considerable capital is 
involved and f-laborate arrangements made at a large number of stations 
that the contraclors should have reasonable notice to enable ihem to 
liquidatv-^ their stock-in-trade, fittings, etc. 

(d) The reply to the first portion is m the affirmative. As regards 
the second, discretion vests in the Administration. 

(e) The Administration state that they have no evidence to show 
that Messrs. Ballavdas Issardas have sub-let their contract. Prices are 
fixed in consul tali on with the local civil authorities. Government see 
no reason to iiilcid'ere with the Administration's discretion in this 
matter. 

(/) Government are not prepared to call for opinions or statements 
i'*eeorded on then* office files by administrative officers on railways. 

(fj) and (Ji) Mr Harriot was formerly Divisional Superintendent 
at Dmapore and is now Divisional Superintendent at Allahabad. Gov- 
ernment have no knowledge of the rumour referred to. 

Prof. N G. Ranga : Plave Government made experiments anywhere 
on their railwaj^s to ascertain whether it is not m the financial mPmests 
of the railways that a departmental supply of food-stuffs should be 
made 

Mr. P E. Rail : Sir, the business of the railways is transport, and 
not providing refreshments (Laughter.) 

Prof. M G. Eanga : Sir, is it not part of that transport business 
that a supply of food-stuffs also should he made ? 

Mi\ President fThe Honourable Sir Ahdur Rahim) : Order, order. 
Tlie Honourable Member cannot discuss the details of the railway 
admini^'tral ion 

Setting- up op Committbfis to watch the Fluctuations in the Peices op 

Aeticles op Food and Puiuty op them on Railway Stations. 

59. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : Are Government 

prepared to set up different eonaiiittees of five or seven members consist- 
ing of local public and the Railway Slation Masters, Superintendents and 
Medical Advisers, at all big stations to constantly watch the fluctuations in 
the prices of the articles and purity thereof, and see that the individual 
contractors do not create difficulties in the supply of food, drink and 
other articles to the passengers ^ 

Mr P R. Ran : The suggestion is under consideration. 
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Facilities given to the New Vending CoNTRAeiOEs at Railway S^i’aiions 
ON the Bast Indian Railway. 

60. '’'Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadliyaya : {a) Is it a faet^lliat 
ne^Y vending contractors at railway stations on tlie Bast iiidiaii ludlway 
aie given passes ot' aiL classes, winle o'ui contractors vrere never aliiAved aii}^ 
siicii concession If sc, wiiy ^ 

(h) Yfiiat is the amount the iiew^ conrracLors pay in iPf* i.' <i 
account of the contract ? Is :t higher than the old late 

(c) Is it a fact that the netv contractors have not got to i)ay any 
freight on their luggage oi food-saiffs carried from staaon to sialioo 1 
If so, why f 

{cl) Will Governinenl be pleased to state the difference m incomes 
derived under the new system of eoriU*acts and the old system ! 

{e) Is it a fact that the new contract agreement has expired on the 
3Ist March, 1935 ? Do GoY’-ernment propose to discontinue it ? If not, 
are Government prepared to terminate the eonti'act by a montli s notice 
and incite fresh tenders of the old contractors and start again the old 
system f 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) The Agent explains that Area Contractors are 
given paSvses as Ihey baY^e to siiperYTse catering arrangements at a nuni- 
ber of stations Yvithin the areas allotted to them. 

(h) Go\m'mneni are informed that no licence fee is paid, hvj if 
haYvkcrs are employed hawking fees, which vary at differeni places, are 
paid. 

(c) A aeiiuiii iiamber of jiasses are allowed ffir the eaiTmge ol h(n(a 
fide piOYTsions Yviilnn a speeined weight limit. I am obtaining from the 
Agent, East Indian RailYvay, particulars oi Y\diat these limits are and 
am enquiring wdiy il lias been considered desirable to issue suc'i passes. 

{d ) The in To filiation is being obtained. 

(e) Coniraets Yver^ entered into o’o different dates for a per:otl of 
one 3 ^ear, and aiiRmiaticall}" continue tJiereofter subject to montbs 
notice of termination. The Agent, East Indian Railway, stales that the 
present arrangement has not been a failure and he does not projios.^ to 
alter it at I'sresent. 

Transfer ob’ Offices of the Director of Wacoists Interchykcf ano vhe 
Indian Railyvays Conference Association to Dslhu 

61. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : {a) Is it not a fact 
that the office of the Director of Vv^ agons Interchange was located at 
Allahabad, as it w^as considered to be a ceutral place" and close to the 
colliery areas, apart from the consideration that tlie office of the Indian 
Railways Conference Association ivas alreadY^ there ^ 

(h) Is it not the fact that the Agent, Bengal Nagpur Railway, as 
well as certain Mining Associations of Bengal, put in a vehement protest 
against the move of the Indian Railways Conference Association office 
Allahabad to Delhi, on the ground that they will be adversely 
afrected by this inoY^e, and the RailYY'aj" Board also discouraged the move 
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for tlie reason tliat, Delhi, being a thickly populated and expensive place, 
the staff will badly suffer for want of housing accommodation ? 

(c) Is it a fact ihat die Uniied Piwinces Secretariat is to be trans- 
ferred from Allahabad to Lucknow shortly ^ If so, will there be accom- 
modation available at Allahabad for Indian Kail ways Conference Asso- 
ciation in the Secivtariri^ building., '' If so Vvill 0 overnment phase state 
whether tlicy have considered the question that the Indian Kailways 
Conference Association office may be sent hack to Allahabad, instead of 
erecting a new building for the office and cjuarters for the staff in Delhi, 
and liras effecting a great saving ? 

Mr. P. R. Rati : (a) When the office was originally cioated, it was 
decided, on the recoiniiiendation of th^ Indian Railway Conceren-^e 
Assoeiatioii rliat Vue l-t a*lqiiar+er^ Crould he at the lieadquariers of the 
Association 

Cb) The Agent, Bengal Nagpur Railw^ay, and the Bengal Chamber 
of Conmieree adroeateu the transfer of the office of the Director of 
Wagon Interchange !o CalcuLta. Tliey o]‘posed the transfer oi the office 
to Delhi, but not for the reasons suggested. 

(c) The (jin^siloii oi the locaii >d of the headquartei^s of the Ab ocia- 
tion is one for the Association ^<=^011 to deiide, and Governnient no 
reason to Interfere The fact -hal there may he accommodation avadiilile 
at Allaliabavl canno'* be the sole c'*iiside-’ation 

Pay of the Staff in tite OvrirE or the InitaN Eajiavays CoNFBiiENr'E 

Association 

G2. '“Mr. Amarendra Hath Ohattopadhyaya : Is it a fact that 
in the office of the Indian Raihrays Conference Association, Delhi, theie 
is one subordinate who is getting Rs 600 and that nearly 70 per cent, of 
the vStaff get a meagre salary of Rs. 60 each 1 

Mr. P. R. Ran : Government are informed that the Office Superin- 
tendent is in recei])t of a salary of Rs. 600 per mensem-'. 

Fifty-eight per cent, of the staff are in the grade of Rs. 39 — 3 — 60 
and 25 per cent, are in the grade of Rs. 65 — 5 — 100. 

Pay of the Spapf in tue Office of thf Tnoian Railways Conference 

Association. 

63. Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Is it a fact tJiat 
in the office of the Indian Raihvays Conference Association, Delhi, clerks 
with ten to twelve years’ service at their credit are getting only Rs. 60 and 
have been blocked at the same pay for several years ? 

(h) Is it also a Caet that there actually exist vacancies in the upper 
grades of that office If so, wliat is the reason for the blockade men- 
tioned in part (a) above « 

Mr P R. Ran • {a) Yes This is ineviiable as in a small office 
chance-^ for promoter do not o: often. 

(h) Govermncail are informed that the clerks in the grade 
Rs. 39 — 3—60 are (hang work for which the maximum pay is Rs 60 per 
memem and that the vacancies in the Rs 65 — 5 — 100 grade cannot be 
L168LAD 
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filled iiBtil the York of the office justifies the filling of the more respm- 
sible posts 

Mr, V. V. Giri . Sir, would Government recommend special 
allowances being* gnjnted for those wdio are blocked in the grades f 

Mr. P. P. Eaii . Government do not consider that this is a time for 
the grant of special allowances 

PERSOisrAL Allowance given to the Officers of the Office of the Indian 
Eailways Conference Association. 

64. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Will Governmemt 
please state why officers of the office of the Indian Railways Conference 
Association are paid house allowance, in the shape of personal allowance, 
and why poor clerks are not paid the allowance ? 

Mr P. R Rau Tii^ officers have been given an ailowunce to 
compensate tiieiu for the higher rents for accommodation prevailing at 
Delhi. Their pay was not revised when the office was moved to Delhi. 
Government uiide]*sia}]d that no allowance is granted to clerks because 
•of the fact that prior to and in view of the proposed transfer of the Head- 
quarters ol: the A‘'SO(-iat:un from Afiahabad to Delhi, the scales of pay 
ol: the subordinate stafi were revised and a considerable incrc'ase was 
made in the maximum rates of pay, particularly in the lower grades. 
Clerks belo3iging to the local raihvay offices draw no house allo^eanee. 

Staff of the Office of the Indian Railways Coxfeeence Association, 

Delhi 

65. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Will Government 
be pleased to lay on the table a list of subordinate si ail of the headquarters 
office of the Indian Railways Conference Association at Delhi showing 
their grades, present pay and date of appointment ? 

Mr P. E. Ran ; A copy of the seniority list of the staff has been 
kept in the Library of the House 

Staff of the Office of the Indian RxtiLtvAvs Conference Association, 

Delhi. 

66. '"Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Will Government 
be pleased to lay on the table a list, certified by the District Medical 
Officer, North Western Railway, Delhi, of the staff of the office of the 
Indian Railways Conference Association, Delhi, who have been suffering 
from malaria and other epidemic diseases ever since their transfer to 
Delhi ? 

Mr. P. E Ron No, S|ir, Government do not consider that such 
statistics are woiih the labour and expense involved in collecting and pub- 
lishing them in Ihe debates of this House 

Transfer of the Office of the Tndt in Railwa^^s Conference Association 

TO Delhi. 

67. "^Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Will Government 
be pleased to state why the Indian Railways Conference Association was 
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moved from Allahabad to Delhi, and in what respect the Association has 
benefited since its transfer to Delhi ? 

Mr P. E Ean . ’file office of the Association was mov{Tl for 
administrative coiiven.dice Agents of Railways have frequently [o visit 
Delln, as tlii' liead(|iiarters of Go\eriinient and the Railway Board, and 
consequently the General Secretary of the Associaiion, if located at Delhi, 
IS ai)]o lo JieeiJ Jii do'^er [>r-rsurial iuacb with the railways. Consvierable 
saving of px] eiiditine was also aiitic.patedi by iiaviiig the Unavior of 
Wagon Interchange in close touch wnth the Clearing Accomits Office. 

Grievances oe the Staep of the Indian Kailwais Conference 
Association, Delhi. 

68. Amarendra Natli Chattopadhyaya : Is it a fact that 
out of 32 per cent, of the staff of the Indian Eaihva^-s Conference Asso- 
ciation, Delhi, occupying Government quarters, the majority is paying 
scheduled rent which almost comes to 20 per cent, of their salaries ? If 
so, will the Member in charge of Railways be piea-:ed to state iC any 
grievance in any shape from any of the staF had been put In ? If so, 
was any action taken to redress ihe grievance 1 

M't ?, E Eau are lif'Tiiied ihal 32 per ccu’, cl the 

staff of the Indian Railways Conference Association are occupying Gov- 
erriiUPiil quarters and are paying’ under ordinary rules the sche' tilled rent 
wdilcli ranges iroin 1 8 to 12 5 per cent, of their salaries. Rex>resputaL]ons 
have bemi niad(‘ dial ihe rent chargeable should be inniled lo 10 p'W ccn1 
of pav as ^or Goaomme^il serva'its but tins recommendation was not 
accepted as ihe sialV a'lc not Government ser 'an 1s 

Non-Grant op Transfer Concessions to the Staff of the Indian 
Railways Conference Association. 

69 Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Is it a fact that 

the staff of the Railway Clearing Accomits Office w'ere granted two ad- 
vance increments, t^lus two months’ salary as bonus (i establishment 
breaking charges) and also expenses for shifting their luggage and family 
on their transfer from Lahore to Delhi ^ If so, why wmre the same pri- 
vileges not given to the staff of ihe Indian Railways Conference Associa- 
tion, in spite of their repeated request for the same, in viev^ of change 
of province and increased expenses caused by Ih^ir transfer ? 

Mr. P. K Ran The reply to the first part of the question 5s in the 
negative An advance of tw-o months pay and iravelling allowance were 
granted to the ^lafV cd' the Railway CLmring Accounts Office. xV personal 
pay of ten per cent to be absorbed in future increments was also nliov/ed 
to "those -who elected the Clearing Aecouffis Office scales of pay O'ovprn- 
ment understand that the staff of the Indian Railways Conference Associa- 
tion were also gTaiiled an advance of two months pay generally, and four 
months pay in special cases. They were granted, in addition, the usual 
travel 111 ! g eon < 'es‘<i ^ ms 

Non-Revision of the Pay of tite Indian Rail^vays Gonfereicce 
Association Staff 

70. *Mi*. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya ; Is it a fact that 
the grades of subordinate staff of Eailway Clearing Accounts Office and 
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Divisional Superintendents’ Office, Delhi, have recently been revised and 
raised from Rs. 60 to Es. 9U with eli'eet from 1st January, 1935, but 
nothing has been done in the ease of the Indian Railways Conference Asso- 
ciation staff f 

Mr. P. E. Ran : The Railway Clearing Accounts Office, classes FII 
and II of clerks on scales Rs. 40 — 4 — 80 and Rs. 60 — 5 — 90, respectively, 
were amalgamated into a single class on a scale of Rs. 40 — 4 — 80 — 5 — 90 
widi an Efficiency Bar at Rs. 80‘ I am noi aware of any re«^eiii eaaiine 
lii scales of pay in the office of the Divisional Superintendent. 

Grant of certain Facilities to the Indian Railways Conference 

Association Staff. 

71, Amarendra Nath. Chattopadhyaya : Is it a fact that 
the majority of the staff of the Indian Railways Conference Association 
have to take loan after loan to meel their hardships caused by the move 
01 this office, as well as due to the emergency cut being enforced soon after 
their transfer to Delhi ? If so, are Government preparcTl to waive the 
recovery of the money advanced to them under relaxed rules ”, which 
they had to borrow during their hardships and emergency cut period, 
and compensate those who had not taken a loan to that extent in order 
to reduce their losses to a certain extent If not, why not 1 

Mr. P. E. Eau : Goveimnenl understand that loans from baiiuices 
at their credit in Llie Provident Fund have been granted f'um time to 
time. "Waiviiig recovery of these amounts will not help the staff in any 
wa}, the aiiiuiints rceovered are credited to their accounts. 

Salaries of the Indian Railways Conference Associaiion Staff. 

72. '^Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Is it a fact that 
prior to the move of the Indian Railways Conference Association from 
Allahabad to Delhi the majority of the staff were getting a poor salary, 
Rs 62 being the maximum, and it was raised to Rs 60 by annual incre- 
ments of Rs 2 to 3 in view of this move ? 

(6) Is it a fact that lacs of rupees are sanctioned every year for 
the establishment expenditure of the Indian Railways Conference Associa- 
tion, but only a meagre portion of the amount goes towards the salaries 
of the poor clerks, and the rest goes towards the salaries and travelling 
allowance of the officers ^ 

Mr P. R Eau * (a) I would invite the Honourable Member’s atten- 
tiuii 10 Hie reply I gave to part (g) of question No. 48. Govern- 

ment are informed that prior to the move of the Indian Railways Con- 
ference A‘=!sueiati(m from Allahabad to Delhi there were five grades in the 
lowest f^adrc of the tliree brandies of the Association's office as under : 

Rs 44-~4— 52. 

43 - 4. 

34—3—40—4—44 

30_4_. .,^8 

and these were amalgamated in+o one grade, viz., 39—3 — 60. 
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(b) The total expenditure in 1984-35 on esfcablishmenis was about 
Es. 3,68,000 of ’sdncli about Es. 1,02,000 was on ohicers. 

Seth Govind Das : Bo Government publish the detailed accounts of 
thj^s Doparinient every year ? 

Mr F, R. Ran : Government do not publish the detailed account, 
because it is not a Government Department 

Application of Fundamental Eules to the Indian Railways Conference 

Association Staff. 

73. ‘’Mr. Amareiidra Math Oliattopadhyaya : Is it a fact that 
FiindaiiieniaJ Eules are not applied to the stall of the Indian Railways 
Conference Association, Delhi, %vhere it is considered that their application 
would be beneficial to them, % e,, in tlie matter of officiating allowance, etc. ? 

Mr, P. E. Ran : As I have explained to an earlier question, the 
htindamciital Rules are not applicable as the siaif of the zVssociatioii 
are noi Cuvcrnmeiit servants 

Application of FuXi^AaMENiAL Rams lo the Indian Railways Conference 

Assoct vnoN Staff 

74. '‘'Mil Amarendm Nath Ohattopadhyaya ; Is ii a fact that 
the ofiice of the Indian Eailw^ays Conference Association is not considered 
to be a Government Department ^ If so, vrhy were the staff subjected to 
ciiicrgency cut and wdiy were the Fundamental Rules applied in the matter 
of travelling allowance, etc. ? 

Mr. P. R. Eau : I have already explained that the emergency cut in 
pay was made applicable to the staff of the Association in the same Avay 
as to i.'ulway employees generally. It is open to the Association to 
adopt lilies on the same lines as Government rules. 

Ml. ¥. V. Giri : Will Government recommend to the Association to 
restore the wage cut ? 

Mr. P E. Eau : It has been restored. 

Mr. M M. Joshi : In view of the fact that most ol: the money 
required for this Conforence comes from, what I may call, State Rail- 
ways, wliT fhoiild not Goveriniv^m treri clns bod}" as a Government 
body Islbj I know what are the reas^Mis for treating this body as a 
private body ? 

Mr. F. E. Eau : It is not a Government body, because quile a 
number oi llm members of the Association belong to pri\<ite railways 
with which Government have no concern. Secondly, my Honourable 
friend must be aware that even the State-owuied hut Company -managed 
Railways have got their own rules with regard to leave and travelling 
allowances and Government do not interfere with them. 

Mr, M. M. JosM : Is it not a fact that the Government of India have 
got some control over the servants even of the State Railways wdiicli 
are imiiiaged by Companies ? 

Mr P. R. Eau : Government determine the maxima. 
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Extra-Departmental Postal Officials. 

75. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : With reference to 
paragraph 34 of the Annual Report of the Indian Posts and Teiegra])]is 
Department, will ilovernment be pleased to state how many of the 241 
postal officials were extra-departmental ? 

The Honourable Mr. D G. Mitchell : I presume that the Honourable 
Member is referring to the Annual Report for the year 1933-34. Of the 
241 postal officials involved, 84 were extra-departmental agents. 

Savings Bank Accounts and GovEnmiENT Fegu-uties ebld in CrsTOBY’ of 
the Accountant General, Post-^ -vnd Telegraphs 

76. ’^Mr. Amarendra Math Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Will Governmenfc 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, {%) the mimber of 
active SaTings Bank Accounts as stood on the 31st March, 1931 and on 
the 31st March, 1934, {ii) llie value of Govmiment securities held in 
custody of the Account ant Geiierai, Posts and Telegraphs, on behalf of the 
depositors on the 31st March, 1331^ and on the 31st March, 1934, and 
(in) the percentage of increase between the figures for Hie vears 1930-31 
and 1933-34 

(6) What amount was credited to the postal side as cost of main- 
tenance of the Savings Banks and Government security work in ihe vears 
1930-31 and 1933-34, separately 

(a) On what calculation have these figures been based ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (fi,) A statemeni giving the 
informal < n required by the Honourable Member is laid on the table. 

(5) The credits affoixled to the Posbs and Telegraphs Department 
on account of the cost of management of Post Office Savings Banlc and 
Government security work in 1930-31 and 1933-34 were Rs 40,61,165 and 
Es. 53,72,536, respectively. 

^ (cj The attention of the Honourable Member is drawn to the reply 
given to part (a) of starred question No, 776 put by Mr. S. C Mitra in 
the Legislative Assembly on the 20th March, 1933. 


Staiement 



No. of Active 
savings 

Bank accounts. 

j Value of Government 

1 Securities held 

1 in custody of 

! Accountant Genera^ 

I Posts and Telegraphs, 

1 on behalf of 

1 Savings Bank 

i Depositors. 



i Rs. 

On the 31st March, 1931 

2,478,000 

1 5,78,43,000 

On the 31st March, 1934 

3,089,000 

j ] 3,39,88,000 

Percentage of increase 

24-66 

1 

1 

131-64 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


199 


Inadequacy of Selection Grade Posts in the Calcutta General Post 

Office. 

77. ^‘Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Is it a faet that 
on tlie lOtii March, 1934, the late Director General of Posts and Telegraphs 
gave an a^sii^^ance that he would consider the question of inadequacy of 
selection grade posts at Calcutta ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have con- 
sidered the question ? If so, have they since arrived at any decision f 

(c) is jt a faet that in the Deport on Time Test^ Mr. G. \^. Bev;oor, 
C.I.E., I C.S., the present Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, men- 
tioned that 111 Supervisors were justified for the Money Order Department 
and six Supervisors for the Savings Banlv Department of the Calcutts 
General Post Office 

Ul) is U a faet that since then ilic number of cl^Tks in t!i(»se two 
departments has mci cased, but the number oT ‘^uoei'xmors has not- Imen 
increased, as mentioned in part (c) 

uC Are Government prepared to ecmsider tlie question oi increasing 
the number selection grade posts m these two departments 1 

The Honoiirahle Mr. D. G. Mitclisr : (a) The faet is not exactly as 
sta'od by tJio Honourable Member. The statement m/ide by tlie late 
Direct(n* General was as follows . ‘ The principal pouit mad( by my 

Honourable friend, Mr. Mitra, regarding the disparity between Bombay 
and Calcutta (with regard to selection grade posts) is b*Mug exaiidned 
although I do not necessarily admit that iliere musi be an equal hy ” 

(h) The question been examined and some additional supervisory 
posts have already been saiieiioned in Calciiila. Further examination of 
the question is still going on, and the Postmaster General, Bombay, has 
been asked to justify llie number of selection grade posts in Bombay” 

(c) Yes, on the basis of the stalisUes of work ihen performed in those 
departments 

(d) The number of clerks in the money order departmenr lias 
increased from 61 to 60 and in the savings bank dejiarlmout from 23 to 
34. The supervisory staff in the ^.ovings bank department has been in- 
creased by two supervisors and ii ha- been decided to increase die strength 
of the supervisory staff m the momy order Je])ertmenl by Hie creation of 
two supei visors’ ])osls. 

{e) In ‘\iev; of the re]>iy given fc pc.ei {4}, Government do not 
consider that there rs priseiil a.iy ne-.es'-nty for increasing ^-lie number 
of selection grade post,-, in the two departineni-s. 

Selection Grade Posts in (Eroun Pohal Ciacins 

7:\ ^Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadliyaya .(aj ¥7ill Government 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement givung the following informa- 
tion : 

('ij the number of selection grade posts of officials in the grade 
of Rs 250 — 350 in Bombay, Bombay Circle (excluding 
Bombay), Calcutta, and Bengal and Assam Circle (excluding 
Calcutta), separately ; 
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{ii) the number of selection grade posts in the grade of Ks. ISO — 
250 (including Inspectors of Post Offices) in Bombayj Bombay 
Circle (excluding Bombay), Calcutta, and Bengal and Assam 
Circle (excluding Calcutta), separately ; and 
(Hi) Ihe number of upper division time scale clerks in Bombay, 
Bombay Circle (excluding Bombay), Calcutta, and Bengal 
and Assam Circle (excliidmg Calcutta) ? 

ft) Is it a fact that for ti'e purpose of promotion in tlie grade of 
Es 250— 350, ail officials in Lhe grade of Ks. 160 — 250 (including the 
Inspectors) are treated as one unit 1 

(r) Is it a fact that the Inspectors who are promoted to the grade of 
Es. 160- -250 after coinpietmg eight to ten years of service, are always at 
an amantage ? 

(d) Is it a fact that in Calcutta and Bombay most of the vacancies 
ill the grade of Es. 250 — 350 have been filled up by the officials working 
oulsifle those cities ? 


(e) If the aiisiver to part (d) be in the negative, 'vvill C4overmTient 
be pleased to laj on the table a statement showing the number of officials 
promoted to the grade of Es. 250 to 350, either as officiailng or as 
permanent, in llie 3 m rs 1933-34 and up to 28tli Pebruar^L 1985, in the 
3 ’ear 1934-35, ui Bombay and Calcutta, separately, as wtII as tlit position 
they held before th^ir P'*omot-on n the grade ^ 

i/) Are Goveiniiient aware oi the fact that the officials working 
in Calcutta have got practically" no chance to gel promotion to the 
grade of Es. 250 — 350, even in Calcutta ? 


((j) If the aiistver to part (/) be in the negative, will Government 
be pleased to state how many officials in the grade of Es. 160-- 250 
working in Calcutta and mvffasil are likely to get promotion to the 
grade of Rs 250 — 350 during the next two years ? 

{Ii) Is it a fact that about a year ago, officials of the Bombay 
Genei’al Post Office submitted a representation to the Director General, 
requesting liim Ireai Bombay" as a '^elf-contained unit for the purpose 
of promotion in the grade of Rs. 250 — 350 ^ 

(i) [f the reply to pari (/?) be 111 the affirmative^ will Government 
be pleased to stale whether they have since arrived at any^ decision ? 

(j) Are Government prepared to consider the hardships of the 
officials w'orkiiig in Bombay and Calcutta in this respect ? 

CA:) It not, wdll Government be pleased to state why a section of 
employees sliould gel advantage over ^tb^ers n the matter of promotion f 

The Iluiiouraolc Mr D. G. Mitcliell : (a) A statement is laid on the 
table 

(h) and (ci. Yes 

(d) Recently" this has been so 

(e) Does not arise. 


if) The facts are iiol as ''■tated by" 1 ]ie Honourable Member 

^ "’’e Promotions must 

aeppiirt on die pinpUpt- of vaeano.os tlmt inav occur 
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(h) Yes. 

{i) The representations were rejected by the Director General in 
June, 1934 

(j) and (k). Promotions to the grade of Rs. 250 — 350 are made by 
selection from the combined list of senior officials in the grade of Rs. 160 — 
250 whellior working in a Presidency town or in the mofussil, and Gov- 


ernment do not admit that the official in C aleulta 
put to any hardship. 

Statement, 

. and Bombay have been 

JSTumber of posts in the 
grade of Bs. 250 — 350. 

ia) (?) Bombay 

9 

Bombay Circle (excluding Bombay) 

11 

Calcutta . . ... 

16 

Btngal and Assam Click (excluding CalcuKa) 

14 

Nunibei of posts in the 
grade of Rs 160 — 250 
(including Inspectors 
of post offices). 

(?9) Bombay 

63 

Bombay Click (excluding Bombay) 

120 

Calcutta 

70 

Bengal and Assam Circle (excluding Calcutta) 

149 

Number of upper division 
time- scale clerks. 

{%%%) Bombay 

866 

Bombay Circle (excluding Bomba} ) 

1,728 

Calcutta 

1,385 

Bengal and Assam Circle (excluding Calcutta 

2,584 


Suri-RVisORs AND Clebxs in the AmheevSt Street Post Office, Calcutta. 

79 ‘Mr Aniarendra Math Cbattopadhyaya : [j) \\iV (hn-rninmil 
be ph'^asc-fl to lay on the table a statement showing the number of U) 
supervisors and (ii) clerks, working in the Amherst Sired Post Office, 
Calcutta ] 

(h) Is it a fact that there is no other supervisor, except the Deputy 
Siib-Postmaster, y/ho is required to look into the worldng of ail branches 
of the office ? 

('c) Ts it a fact that according to the standard laid down by Govern- 
meiit, one additional supervisor is justified to look into the w^'orking of 
the Registration Parcel, and Sorting Branches of the office ? 

{(/) If the reply to part (h) be m the negative, will Government be 
pleased to state who is required to supervise the work of those branches f 

Tlie Honourable Mr. D. G. MitcbcE : (a) (i) and {ii) There are two 
whole time supervisors, the sub-postmaster and the deputy sub- 
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posiioaslor and one part time supervisor, 102 ., tLe head tderk. iiie 
number of clerks excluding the head eicrk is 22 

(h) and (cj. No 

(d) The deputy sub-postmaster and the head clerk of the ofiiee. 

Export lit i i ox fk\u 4i rK. 

Sil ^'Mr Amarcndra Hath Chattopadhya 3 Ya : ihnaua.aMo,! \ 

atteniion been drawn to the fact that the ex[>ort dut}: ou raw ,|i!lc and 
manufactures, since the depress»ion of the ,iute trade coniiueiK'cd in i93(X 
has been very high according to the cahiiiialioii of J^Ir. X t ^ htnuliiury, 
late of Provincial Agricultural Serdees or Bengal and Bdia ’ Oiid Orissa, 
in his well-knoMTi work '' Jute and Bubstitutes 

ib) Is it a fact that the exporl duty on raw juie is aljuiii ihree 
annas ]>er riuiee. and and a half annas on ’‘t‘SN»aiL . on v dent to 
twenry per' « out on ra^v jute and ten per cent on l^^daa 

{c) U it not a fact that prior to 1930, the duty mlis aboin one anna 
per rupee on rav' jute and nine pie>s on Lessian when Hie prims of raw 
jute and manufactures were much higher ? 

(d) Are Government prepared to ivcb-ce Hie cliit,y to abtv.it live per 
cent of the value of the exports of both raw^ jute and iininiifacinres, in 
order to relieve both the rmyats and the manufacturers ? 

(c) ^V^dl Government be pleased to state if the rales of railway 
freight on raw jute for carrying it from districts to Gale lit la are dijTerent 
on difierent Raihvays, Bengal-Nagpur Saihvay and East Indian Railway 
charging 0.1 pie per maund per mile, in wagon loads, wiiile the Easlern 
Bengal Railway charges at 0.42 pie per maund per mile, usually, al- 
though the Eastern Bengal Railway carries the largest quantity of jute 
to the extent of 90 per cent. ? 

(/) Do Government propose to spend a considerable portion of the 
duty on jute for direct benefit of the cultivators of Bengal, ejj,, on 
improvements of traffic and opening of golai^ or marts at differeiil centres 
for selling jute and oilier commercial crops ^ 

ig) Is it a fact that the I. 6 . S. N. and R S N. Comp.niies charge 
steamer freights for carrying jute to Calcutta from different places at 
the same rate of Re. 1-14-10 per bale of 31 maunds each, coming to about 
Rs. lb per ton. disHaiee from Sera^ganj to Calcutta being 644 mih''s, from 
Naraiagan; 4^2 iiiiles. from Clmriclpur 455 miles, and from Alralavinur 
415 niihw > 

(/?) Do Governrtienl propose inducing the Railways and tlie Hteamer 
Companms concerned to reduce the fares on this mosi iiiiporiair com- 
mercial crop of the Bengal Province ^ 

(i) Are (Jovernment prepared to appoint a committee to suggest 
improvements in the diung coiintiw boat traffic system (aide page 145, 
“ Jute and Substitutes ’C 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; {a) Government 
have seen the reference quoted by the Honourable Member. 

{b) and (c). The export duties on raw jute and hessians are specific 
duties based on weight and the ad valorem incidence of the duties has 
natural! 3 ^ varied with changes in prices. 
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(d) No Tlie financial position doe>s not permit of the duty being 
reduced at this sta^e. 

(o) The rate for wagon loads over the Bengal Nagpur Railway is 
0.42 pie per maund per mile for jute, pressed, and 0 62 pie per maund 
per mile for jute, unpressed ; whereas on the East Indian Railway the 
scale is on a telescopic basis as follows : 

Mtles, Pie per maund per mile. 


First 100 . . . . . . 0.38 

+ 101 — 300 . .. .. 0 22 

+ 301 — 600 .. .. .. 013 

Over 600 . . . 0 11 


On the Eastern Bengal Railway the maximum rale permissible is 
0.83 pie per maund per mile but a large number of special rates are quoted 
for traffic to Calcutta on a lower basis than the maximum permissible. 

(/) Half the export duty on jute is handed ovei to the jute growing 
Xmovinces and it is for them to consider the point. 

ig) No 

(h) No 

(f) Honourable Member will appreciate that if there is a reduction 
in the steamer fares, as suggested by him, it is likely to press hardly on 
the conritry boats themselves. No Committee has been suggested at page 
145 of ihe publication referred to by him and in any ease Government do 
not propose 1o appoint an^^ Committee. 

WiLLiNGDON Bridge of the Calcutta Chord Railway. 

81. *Mr Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : Will Gover'.ment 
please state the amount of tolls collected for the year 1934, over the road 
traffic on the WiHingdon Bridge of the Calcutta Chord Railway and the 
number of vehicles and pedestrians which passed over this bridge ? 

Mr. P. R Rail ; I am endeavouring to ascertain if the infoiTjiation 
is readily available ; if it is, I shall place it on the tabic of the House on 
receipt 

Opening op the Calcutta Chord Railway for Regular Train Traffic. 

82. *Mr Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyava : (a) Will Gov^uauuont 
please state when the Calcutta Chord Railway will be opened for the regular 
train traffic, both for passenger and goods ? 

(b) What is the cause of this unusual delay when the bridge over the 
river Hooglily and the line have long been completed f 

(c) Arc Government aware that this delav has '^aused heavy loss, as 
there is no re+urn yet on the huge capital outlay on the project; ? 

(d) Ts ihe lino open to goods traffic ? If so, is it a regular traffic, 
or only a few trains pass as a trial ? 
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(c) Aie goods booked from siaiions on the Burdv.Tni"lIovr<ili Chord 
section of the East Indian Eailway for Calcutta stations on the Eastern 
Bengal Eailway, sent through this Calentla Chord route, or are they still 
sent by the roiiiidaboiit route, e.g.^ via Burdwan, Bandel and Naihati f 

(/' lio'^v B it that goods buoked from these .'•.lataoi.s tak- more than 
two to three w’^^cks to reach Calcutta stations, though the distance is less 
than 50 miles 

ig) ]')o Government propose to enqnire into the matter and ask the 
Eaihvays concei-ned to expedite that traffic f 

Mr. P. E. Ran : (a) and (6). The Calcutta Chord Railway w\is 
opened tO' goods traffic on the 1st February, 1932 ,* Init as the passenger 
traffic exhning at present can be handled without passing over the Chorti 
line tliore is no intention at present of opening the line to passenger 
traffic. 

fc) No. 

(d) Yes : the average number of trains run daily in each direeljoii 
is nine during the busy season and six during the slack season. 

(c) This traffic is sent via Howrah, Bandel and Naihaii, as iJiis 
routing is found to be more economical, the traffic being comparatively 
small. To arrange for its carnage over the Calcutta Chord Eaihway 
would necessitate interfering with the loads of through trains running 
f]*om or to Burdwan over the Calcutta Chord Eailway. 

(/) TIjo East Indian Eailway Administration deny the allegation 
lliat goods take so long -a time in transit. 

i[g) Does not arise. 

Absence of Oyerbbidges anu Eaised Platfoems on the BxTKDWAN-Ho-wiUiK 
Section of the East Indian Eailway. 

S3 "Mr. Amarendra Nath Chatlopadhyaya : [a) Are Govei’iimeiit 
aware of the dangerous conditions of the stations on the Burdwan-Howrali 
section of the East Indian Eailway, as there are no raised platforms and 
over-bridges in these sections ? 

(1) Is it not a fact that every year several accidents take place on 
this section of the line for the absence of these over-bridges and raised 
platforms ? 

(r) Is it not a fact that of these stations are entitled to have 
these necessities in consideration of the passenger as well as goods traffic 
they have ? 

(4) Do Government propose to take up these works f 

Mr, P. R. Ran : {a) Government do not consider that (he absence 
12 Noon ^ platform can be described as 

-]^i,vr in the stations being in a dangerous 

condition, 

(Z)) No. 

(r) Not in preference to other stations. The volume of passengers 
dealt with at a station is always taken into acdount in considering wffiere 
sucli facilities should first be provided. 
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(d) There is already a raised platform and over-bridge at Dankuni 
and the East Indian Railway are providing platforms at Begumpnr and 
Kamarkundn and over-bridges at Chandanpur and Jaugram this year- 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS' AND ANSWERS. 

Italo-Abyssinian Dispute, 

Mr. S, Satyaimirti ; Will Government be pleased to slate : 

(a) whether they are being kept informed from time to time, as 
the British Dominions are, about the developmenis in the 
Italo- Abyssinian dispute, and the attitude ol Great Britain 
towaids the same , 

(h) whetlrn the clcsnatch of Indian troops to Eibiopia vas on Lim 
initiative of the Government of India, or under orders from 
the BntMi Government, or on their suggelion , 

(r) wdiat the cost of sending these Indian troops is, and -who is 
bearing the same ; 

(d) what are the purposes for -^vhieh the Indian soldiers ore being 

sent, and for vdiat period , and 

(e) whether Government will be (Consulted before Britain takes any 

deeisive step ui this matter * 

Mr. J. Cr Acheson : (a) Yes 

(&) T]<e initiative m the cli'^ciissious regarding the proteelion of 
ludiaiib ni Alnssinia, the oodeom? ^ras to strencTlnm Bie Legation 

Guard at Addis Ababa, wms naturally taken by the Government of India. 
There is oT couir- no qiie'^ion ot the deireliment being sent under orders 
flora His Majesty’s Government. 

(c) TJjc cost lof the voyage from India to Jibuti in Fnuieh St>uialiiaiid 
Will bo about Rs 20,000 and the pay and allowances of the troops approxi- 
mately Rs 18 000 a month I regret that it is no-' po^^jsible at such short 
notice to give details of fiirtber inciilental e:^penddnre. TIis hiajesty’s 
Goveimment hnxe agi’^^ed to imy the entire cost. 

(d) As staled in the communique issued by the Government of 
India on the 22nd August, the object of the sendnig of this detachment 
is to facilitate the protection of British and Indian subjects of His 
Majesty m Abyssinia in the event of an emergency The reinforce-nent 
will remain as long a>s is necessitated by the situation. 

{o') Governmenl of India will naturally be consulted regarding aiiv 
further measures a^ffecting the safety of ‘ British Indian ^subjects in 
Abyssinia, a matter which is engaging their close and eonstant attention. 

Mr. Satyamnrti : With reference to part («), mav 1 know^ wdm^ 
is the latest mfoinnation m the possession of the Goveinmcut of India, as 
regards the stage of the dispute and the attitude of Gr<‘al Britam 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I think this supplementary question substaiilially 
repeats the portion of the original question which has already been dis- 
allowed by the Honourable the President, if I remember correctly. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahiiu) ; What is the 
question f 

Mr S. Satyamnrti : I understood the Honourable Member to say 
yes ” in reply to part (a) of my question. My supplementary ques- 
tion is, if the Government of India are being kept informed, from time 
to time, as the British Dominions are, about the developments in the 
It alO” Abyssinian dispute and the attitude of Great Britain towards the 
same, what is the latest information in the possession of the Government 
on this matter, if they are being consulted f 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Do Govern- 
ment choose to answer this supplementary question ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : T think perhaps the Honourable the President 
has not heard my objection. My objection was that this supplementary 
question of the Honourable Member substantially repeats the portion 
of the original question to which I took objection on the ground that it 
afl’ected the relations between His Majesty’s Govemmeat and a Foreign 
State, and that objection was upheld by the Honourable the President. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim j : Does the Chair 
take it that the Honourable Member does mot wish to answer tlie 
supplemenlary question because it affects foreign relations ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Yes, Sir. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : With regard to the reply to part (&), do I 
uiiderstand the Honourable Member to say — ^I am sorry 1 did not hear 
him quite plainly — that the entire action was taken on tluj sole responsi- 
bility of the Government of India and not under the orders of the Gov- 
ernment o£ Great Britain ? 

Mr. J G. Acheson i I think I had better repeat the answer I gave 
to part [b). I said : 

“ The imUative in the discussions regarding the protection of Indians in Alnssinri, 
the outcome of which was to streiigtiieii the Legation Guard at Addis Ababa was 
naturally taken by the Government of India There is of course no question of the 
detachment being sent under orders from His Majesty’s Government.’^ 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; With regard to part {d), may I knoAv if 1he 
(loYcnuneiii of India do not consider the possibility of'acts of hostility 
being precipitated, by the presence of these troops when they are sent 
iiiorc i 


An Honourable Member : By whom ? 


Mr. S. Satyamurti : Either by Italy or by Abyssinia ? 


Mr. J. 6. Acheson : We do not consider there is any saeh possibility. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are not Government aware that certain Indians 
have, alreac!.'- been arrested by the Italian Government in Eretria ? 

Mr G, Acheson : I have seen notices in the Press to that effect, 
but, inore 'S no ofncial confirmation. 


Mr. M, Ananlhasayanam Ayyangar : How many Indian 
A-idi,y Aliaba for whose protection these troops are sent ? 


are there in 


Mr, J. G. Acheron i Apprpsimately one thousand. 
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Mr. M. ABaBthasayanam Ayyangar : Is it consistent with their pro- 
tection to send so many troops ? 

Mr J. G. Acheson : I thought the Honourable Member wanted to 
know how many Indian subjects there are in Abyssinia. The answer to 
that is one thousand. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; May I know if, apart from the safety of Indians 
involved for which these troops have been sent, this Government will be 
consulted by Great Britain if she decides to declare War ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I object to this supplementary question on the 
same ground on which I objected to his previous question. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What is the number of 
Britishers there for whose safety the regiment is sent from here f 

Mr. J. 6. Acheson : The number of Britishers is approximately about 
1,600 out of whom one thousand are Indians 

Position on the North-West Frontier. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : {a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
latest position on the North-West Frontier ? 

(5) How long this year have British and Indian troops been engaged 
in what may be termed guerilla warfare with the Frontier tribes f 

(c) What has been the cost on the whole, in money and in men f 
{d) What are the reasons why this miniature warfare is going on ? 
(e) What IS the policy of Government towards the frontier tribes. 
Ml*. J, G. Acheson : (a) The position is that a lashJcar of Mohmands, 
which had a1 lacked tlie Peshawar District and the Gandab iioad, has 
been repeiled from admmistered territory and the neighbourhood of the 
road by combined land and air operations. A column of troops has 
advanced into the Gandab valley and has effected repairs to the road 
which had been damaged by the tribesmen. Tribal lashlcars, though 
repeiled from the neighbourhood of the border, are still in being and 
have as yet shown no disposition to come in for settlement 

On another part of the Frontier on the border of the Hazara District 
there has been an incursion by armed tribesmen who have attacked and 
murdered villagers in the admmistered territory. Troops have been 
moved up from Abbottabad, and repelled the attack. 

(b) In the earlier part of this year operatioUvS took place in the 
Agra salient for a period of two months. The present operations on the 
Mohmand border have- hitherto lasted only a little over fortnight, and 
on tiie Hazara border less than a week. 

(c) The cost of the current opei’a^tioiis is not yet known. The cost 
of the Loe Agra operations, so far as is known at present, and including 
the cost of a motor road from Hot to Loe Agra, is 31 lakhs. 

The total casualties to date m all operations on the Frontier this 


year are : 

Loe Agra 

Killed. 

3 

Died of wounds. Wounded. 

16 

Gandab Valley to date 

5 

1 

27 

Total 

8 

1 

43 

Tj168LAD 
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These figures include Mr. Best, the Political Agent. Malakand, who 
was killed during the Loe Agra operations. 

(d) The reason for the operations on the Mohinand border is that 
in deSance of Government's agreement with the Mohmands of 1933 a 
tribal lashMr attacked and broke up the Gandab Road, and sent gangs 
to fire on constabulary posts in the Peshawar District. The main object 
of the Ioshkar, wliicb was led by the eldest son of the Haji of Tio'angzai, 
was to bring pressure to bear on Government to release certain tribal 
hostages held as security for the presence of a number of outlaws and 
murderers taking sanctuary with the Safi tribe. The Hazara rising is 
communal in inspiration. 

(e) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply given to 
question No. 880 put by Mr. M. Mas wood Ahmad on the 12th September, 
1933 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; With reference to the answer to clause (a), may 
I know if these operations include air raids, specially on women and 
childxeii in their houses, dropping bombs ^ 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : No, Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to clause (c), may 
I know it\ since 1933, the policy has remained unchanged, and, if so, 
why Government pursue this cat and mouse policy towards these Fj'oiitier 
tribes " 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : The answer to the first part of the question is 
in the afiirmative. As regards the second, I would point out that it 
contains an innuendo. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know why Government do not either 
make peace with these tribes, or settle with them in the manner known 
to Great Britain f 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Government do all in their power to make peace 
with these tribes and have succeeded to a very large extent. The cases 
referred to are isolated cases covering only a small portion of the Frontier. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Information fromised in reply to starred question No. 160 ashed by Mr. V, F, 

Gin on the 12th February, 1935. 

Re-Employment of Great Indian Peninsula Railway Strikers. 

The Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, reports : 

(a) The number of ea;-strikers ou the first and second waiting lists w\as on 1st 
Pebrnary, 1935, 154 and two, respectively. 

(h) 2,184. 

(c) Only 7 transfers have so far been effected as from, experience it is found to' 
be most difficult to exchange ear-strikers re- employed on other railways with men newlv 
engaged on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway during the last strike for the reasons 
that men between whom the exchange is to take place must be on somewhat equal 
salaries and possessing knowledge and experience to suit each other duties and also 
as men are required to be willing to accept the posts offered as such transfers could 
not be enforced upon either the cart-strikers employed on other raihvavs or on men 
engaged ou the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, 
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Information ffomised in reply to unstarred question No, 28 ashed by Mr, Sham 
Lai on the 13th February, 1935, 

Amount given to the Sabah Bazar Municipal Committee prom the Cash 
Balance in the Cantonment Fund, Ambala. 

(a) (i) Ite. 85,013“12-0 with contingent liabilities of Es. 52,994 consisting of — 

Rs. 12,825 for payment of outstanding bills in connection with Water Works, 
Es. 10,615 as an advance received from Messrs. Herman and Mohatta for 
the part purchase of Electric Distribution and Stores, 

Es. 11,925 contribution for the construction of the Tangri Bund, 

Es. 6,700 due to the Military Engineer Services for water supply, 

Es 8,072 due to the Aliiitaiy Engmeoi Bexvices xoi Duct water and eleetiieitj, 

Es. 258 Doveinment shaie of lents from land under the management of the 
Cantonment Authority, and 

Es. 7,599 securities deposited by p^ayatf ijersons foi the supply of electiic 
current 

The balance left for distiibution between the t^o local bodies wms Es 82,019. 

{vt) Es. 17,052 w^ere paid in cash Bills amounting to Es. 11,312 were also paid 
from the cantonment fund being part of the liabilities to which the Municipality was 
committed. 

Es 3,738-12-8 were subsequently paid to the Municipality from the unspent oalance 
of the amount set apart foi the construction of the Tangri Bund 

{%%%) The assets weie divided into equal parts by a committee consisting of the 
Executive Officer, the Secretary, Municipal Committee, and a First Class Magistrate 
appointed by the Government of the Pun3ab with the concurrence of the Government 
of India. In case of any difference of opinion either party had the option of appeal- 
ing to the Commissioner, Ambala Division. No( appeal was made against the division 
made by the committee and the inference is that both parties were satisfied wath the 
decision. 

(5) JMo. The population of the sadar bazar is 27,596 approximately and that of 
the Cantonment, 18,516 

(c) Yes. The terminal tax is divided wdth the concurrence of the Government of 
India and the Local Government on a population basis in the proportion of 60 per cent, 
to the municipality and 40 per cent to the cantonment. The Sadar Bazar Separation 
Committee appointed by the Local Government m March, 1934, recommended that the 
terminal tax should be divided equally between the two bodies. 

(d) No In addition to cash the mumciiiality also rcceiyed more than half a lakh 
of rupees in the shape of water works. 

(e) No. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No, 311 ashed by Prof. N. G, 
Ranga on the 18th Felritary, 1935, 

Contemplated Eethenchment in the Madras Dead Letter Opfice. 

(a) to (t). The proposal to letreneh the clerks in question has been abandoned and 
the rest of the question does not therefore arise. 

L168LAD d2 
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Information prmiised in reply to Dr. P. N. Banerjea’s supplementary question to 
starred question No. 332 asked by Sardar Sant Singh on the 20th February, 
1936. 

AmsruAL Cost oe Employment oe Teoops in Bengal to Suppress the 
Terrorist Movement. 


The incidental charges paid by the Local Government in connection with the acquisi- 
tion of land, etc., are as follows; 


Year. 

1932-33. 

1933-34. 

1934-35. 

1935-36. 


Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Compensation to Saidpnr Station 
Committee for loss of grazmg 
rights within the station area. 

80) 0 

160 0 0 

160 0 0 

160 0 0 

Rent of land for location of 
troops. 

110 2 0 

100 0 0 

384 8 3 


Compensation for occupation of 
lands or private mdividnals. 


59 0 0 

79 0 0 


Compensation for rights, etc. . . 


1,075 9 0 


•• 

Grazing rights 



75 0 0 

1 

•• 



Information promised in reply to parts (6) and (c) of starred question No, 497 ashed by Mr. Muha^nmad Nauman on the 23rd 

February, 1935. 

Communal Composition of Non-Ga55etteb Staff recruited in the Government of India Offices. 
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Septen^er 1934 



November 1934. 
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[1 temporary clerk 
(Sikh) has been retained 
with the concurrence of 
the Home Department 
until 31st October 1035 
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Remarks. 

10 


Total number of tem- 
porary subordinate 
staff who have not 
passed the Public 
Service Commission’s 
examination. 

9 

CO ^ S 

I 

Total number of 
f permanent sub- 
ordmate staff who 
have not passed the 
Public Service 
Commission’s 
exammation 

8 

2 

(exoludmg 1 Superin- 
tendent) 

1 

Eeoruitment made from 4th July 1934 to Ist February 1935. 

Whether 
permanent or 
temporary 

7 

Permanent. 

^►Temporary . . 

Permanent (on 
probation for 
one year). 

Provisional per- 
manent (on 

probation m 
the first ins- 
tance). 

Temporary. 

Do. 

Temporary. 

Permanent. 

^Temporary. 

Permanent. 

Community 

6 

Hmdu 

3 Hindus 

2 Muslims 

3 Europeans 
and Anglo- 
Indians. 

Hindu 

1 Muslim 

Do. 

1 Hmdiu 

Muslim 

7 Hindus 

2 Muslims. I 

1 Hindu 

2 Indian Chris- 
tians. 

1 Sikh. 

Hmdu 

Steno- 

grapher. 

5 


M £ 

5 F 

1 

4: 

3 

includ- 
ing^ , 

special 
tem- 
porary 
post of 
Van 
clerk 
onRs. 
60 p.m. 

9 

4 

■§ i 

II ” 

CQP 


First 

Division. 

2 

r-i 

hfame of Depart- 
ment or Office. 

1 

Director of Civil 
Aviation, 

Controller of Print- 
ing and Station- 
ery, 

Director General of 
Posts and Tele- 
graphs. 
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Information prondsed in reply . (^) to supplementaries %n connection mth ques- 
tion No, 639 asked by Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra [on behalf of Dr, Ziaud- 
din Ahmad) on the 5th March, 1935, and {ii) to question No, 643 asked by 
Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad on the 5th March, 1935. 

COOTRACTOBS AT RAILWAY STATIONS IN THE DiNAPORE ANB HoWRAH 

Divsions. 

639. Tlie Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that enquiries have been made with 
the following result ; 

{%) On the Howrah Division there were allegations against the Area Contractors 
having sublet the contiaet at tivo stations. The allegations w'ere, on 
enqulfy, found to be incorrect 

(I'lr) On the Dinapore Division complaints were made against three Area 
Contractors. The complaints against tivo of them were, on enquiry, found 
to be incorrect. As regards the third it was ascertained that the con- 
tractors had arranged for the sale of food-stuffs at certain stations 
through men who were not their paid servants. The Contractors, how- 
ever, maintained that the men engaged were directly under their <»oniroI, 
wore their badges and uniform and that they (the Contractors) were 
responsible for any irregulajuties committed. The Administration, lioiv- 
ever, did not accept this contention and instructed the Contractors to 
discontinue the arrangement. 


Food-Stuff sold by Vendors on the East Indian Railway. 

643. The Agent, East Indian Railway, states that the reply to parts (a) and (h) 
of the question is in the affirmative. The matter is receiving attention. 


Information 2^ro7msed in reply to starred aueshons Nos. 669 to 676 asked by Mr, 
Fakir (‘'hand on the 5th March, 1935. 

Allegations against the President of the Lahore Cantonment Board. 

669. (a) Powers have been delegated to the Vice-Presidents of the following 
cantonments under the sections mentioned against each — 

Allahabad — Sections 25 and 114 (1) of the Cantonments Act, 1924. 

Dehra Dun— Sections 25, 114 (I), 162 {S), 166 {$), 207 (I) and 253. 

Dinapore — Sections 162 (.g) and 166 {S) 

Pyzabad — Section 22 (i) (h), 166 {$), 207 (I) and 242. 

Certain powers were delegated to the Vice-President at Lucknow under section 
22 (^), in 1927, but no such powers have been delegated since the last general election 
in December, 1933. In most cantonments, even if there are no specific delegations of 
powers, Vice-Presidents act for the Presidents during their absence and exercise all 
their powers under the Act 

(h) Yes The power under section 22 {2) is discretionary vested in the President 
and the President of the Lahore Cantonment Board, considered that the Board was not 
competent to pass such a resolution. 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards the second part, 
the President invited the attention of the mover of the resolution to the provisions of 
section 22 (^). 

Action taken by the Executive Officer of the Lahore Cantonment 
under Section 25 of the Cantonments Act. 

670. {a) 26 times. 

(b) Government have examined all the eases and find that the action in each case 
was taken with the sanction of the President and was subsequently confirmed by the 
Board, They are satisfied that in each case the action was justified on the grounds 
mentioned in the question. 
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Appointment op Chaiemen op various Sub-Committees op the Lahore 

Cantonment Board. 

671. Yes The President did not consider it necessaiy to appoint different elected 
members to be Chairmen of the different committees because, under the Eegulations 
framed under section 44 of the Cantonments Act, the Vice-President being the senior 
elected member on the committees concerned, would ordinarily be the Chairman of the 
eomraittee in preference to any other elected member on the same committee. 


PRESmiXa CVEB THE MeETIH-QS OP THE LAHORE CaNTOMENT BoARD BY ViCE- 

President. 

672. Pour times. 


Acting Military Opficers as Presidents of the Lahoke Cantonment 

Board. 

673 None. 


Eesignation op the Nominated Members op the Lahore Cantonment 

Board. 

674. The necessity for doing so has not arisen because the acceptance of the 
resignation of a nominated member and the notification nominating another member 
in his place have occurred simultaneously 


Attendance op Members at the Meetings op the Lahore Cantonment 

Board. 


675 Yes 


Resolutions i'Assed or rejected in the Lahore Cantonment Board. 

676. (a) and (h). Two were passed and one was rejected. All three resolutions 
related to the disposal of building applications, and the regulation of building does 
concern the health and welfare of the troops 

{c) Yes Attention is invited to the statement laid on the table of the Legislative 
Assembly on the 21st November, 1932, in reply to starred question No 834 asked by 
JSirdar Sohan Singh on the 26th September, 1932, regardmg the apxiointment of an 
elected member to perform the duties of the Executive Officer, Lahore Cantonment. 


Information promised in reply to Munshi Iswar Saran^s supplementary question 
to starred question No. 708 asked hy Mr. M. Asaf Ali on the 7th March, 
1935. 

Indians and Britishers with King’s Commission in the Indian Army. 

The number of King^s Commissioned Indian Officers who have been called on to 
retire from the seivice or to resign their commissions cannot exceed 12. Four of these 
are old '’ases the lecords of which are no longer available and the correct number may 
be only 8. 
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Information promised in reply to starred questions Nos. 809 and 811 asked by 
Mr. T. V. Giri on the 11th March, 1935. 

SELEGTioisr Geade Posts abolished oe converted into Time-Scale 
Appointments in the Post Ofeices and the Eailway Mail Service. 

809. (a) The following selection grade posts in the Post Office and Railway Mail Service 
were retrenched or converted into time scale posts during the period from the 1st April 1932 to 
the 31st December 1934. 


Designation of Posts. 


Postmasters 

Deputy Postmasters 

Assistant Postmasters 

Assistant Presidency Postmasters 

Sub-Postmasters 

Deputy Sub -Postmasters 

Assistant Sub-Postmasters 

Town Inspectors 

Inspectors of Post Offices 

Head clerks (including J omt Head clerks) 

Head signallers 

Accountants 

Head Assistants 

G eneral Supervi sors 

Sanitary Superintendents 

Head Record clerks 

Sub-Record clerks 

Head Sorters 

Inspectors Railway Mail Service . 


Number Number 
abolished, converted. 


1 

3 

1 

9 

1 

3 

26 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

4 
11 


1 

93 

17 

13 

9 

4 

63 


25 

1 


3 


4 

1 

3 

1 

7 


3 


Total . . 71 248 


(b) The posts which were abohshed were those which on a careful examination of each case 
were found to be superfluous The conversion of posts from the selection grade to the time-scale 
was carried out as justified by the application of the Bewoor Time Tests, read with the adminis- 
trative instructions issued from time to time by the Director General or the Government of India 
governing the respective classes of posts. 

(c) The additional selection grade posts sanctioned and the offices to which they are attached 


are given below • 

Bengal and Assam C%rcle, 

Calcutta General Post Office 

. . 1 Inspecting Postmaster. 

Dum Dum Sub Office 

. . 1 Selection Grade Postmaster. 

Tinsukia Sub Office 

Do. 

Patiya Sub Office 

Do. 

Digboi Sub Office 

Do. 

United Provinces Circle, 

Railway Mail Service 0-8 Section . . 

. . 1 Selection Grade Sorter. 
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Punjab and N.-W. F. Girch. 

Bawaipindi City 

Kasauii 

Murree 

Railway Mail Service D-4 Sub-Division 
Burma 0%rcU. 

Bassein head office 
B%nd and Baluchistan Gircle. 

Sukkur Head Office 
Sub-Record Office, Rohri 
Sub-Record Office, Quetta 


1 Selection Grade Sub-Eostmaster. 

. 1 Selection Grade Sub-Postmaater 

1 Deputy Sub-Postmaster. 

. . 1 Inspector, Railway Mail Service. 

. 1 Selection Grade Supervisor. 

. 1 Assistant Postmaster Telegraphs. 

. 1 sub-record clerk 

1 sub-record clerk 


Selection Grade Appointments in the Post Opitces and the Eailway 

Mail Service. 

811. (a) The total number of selection oradc appoiiitmeiits in the Post Office and 
Railway Mail Service as it stood on the 31st March, 1935, was 1,159. 

(5) The peicentage of such appointments 

(i) to the total nunibex of clerical appointments, both in the oidmary and lower 
division time-scales in the Post Office, is 5 85 ; and 

(w) to the total number of soiters’ appointments, both in the ordinary and 
lower division time-scales in the Eailway Mail Service, is 4 43. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 846 asked hy Mr. Satya 
Narayan Sinha on the 12th March, 1935. 

Absorption oe the Permanent Staff in the Moody-Ward System on the 

Bast Indian Railway. 

(a), (b) and (d) The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that ma;jonty of the 
retrenched men have been re-employed with the exception of those wffio refused the 
offiers of re-employment made to them or who were found unsuitable for re-engagement. 
Government are unable to give any particular date by which they will all be absorbed. 
As legards the reference to demoted staff, Goveinment are informed that staff, retained 
in lower posts an alternative to discharge at the time of introduction of the Moody- 
Ward System on the East Indian Railway were not given any assurance that they would 
be restored to their former or equivalent giaiies. As i eg aids the employees who were 
demoted as a measiiie of economy, the Honoinublc Member is lef erred to the Railway 
Board letter No 1635-E G., dated the 30th Deccmbei, 1932, a copy of which is in the 
Library of the House 

(e) The reply to the first part is in the negative. 

As regards the second pait, the Honourable Membei is referred to the reply given 
to part {d) ot question No. 869 asked by Mr Muhammad Azhar Ali on 12th March, 
3935. 

Information promised in reply to starred question No. 852 asked by Mr. Muhammad 
Azhar Ali on 12th March, 1935. 

Promotions to the Posts in Headquarters Offices of the Transporta- 
tion AND Commercial Departments. 

(a) and (h) The Agent, East Indian Railvay, reports that substantive promotions 
to the gTade>s of Transpoi fcation and Commercial Inspectors are decided at headquarters 
and not in the divisional offices The only post to which promotion was made between 
the 1st June, 1934, and the Slst January, IPBj, wa*^ that of a Claims Inspector. 

L168LAD ' E 
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(o) and (d). The selection board in connection iTith the promotion referred to 
above was held in the headquarters office at Calcutta on the 19th September, 1934, and 
consisted of the Superintendent Staff, the Superintendent Claims and the Superintendent 
Bates. 

(e) Candidates were not called to appear before the selection board, as it was 
not considered necessary. 

(/) Traffic Canvassers and staff with conmiereial training and experience were 
eligible. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 873 ashed by Pandit 8fi 
Krishna DuUa Paliwal on the 12th March, 1935. 

Allegations against the Divisional Superintendent, Allahabad 

(a) Government are informed that no travelling allowance is charged in such 

eases 

(5) The reply to the first part of the question is in the affirmative and the latter 
part does not arise. 


Informat%on promised in reply to starred question No. 970 ashed by Mr. A. 
Fazlul Huq on the 25th March, 1935. 

Fidelity Securities of Insurance Companies. 

(а) The following Insurance Companies have been approved and leeognised by 
the Posts and Telegraphs Department for the ]Durpose of fidelity bonds : 

(1) Clive Insurance Company, Calcutta, 

(2) Guardian Assurance Company, Calcutta, 

(3) National Insurance Company, Calcutta, 

(4) Norwich Union Fire Insurance Society, Calcutta, 

(5) Royal Insurance Company, Calcutta, 

(6) Sun Insurance Office, Calcutta (does not now cany on fidelity bond busi- 

ness), 

(7) Ocean Accident and Guarantee Corporation, Calcutta, 

(8) Commercial Union Assurance Company, Calcutta, 

(9) Empire of India Life Assurance Company, Bombay, and 

(10) Palatine Insurance Company, Limited, Calcutta. 

(h) Yes. 

(o) The reply to the first part is m the negative. The second part does not 
arise. 

(d) Does not arise in view of the reply given at (a) above, 

(б) presumably the acceptance of any class of business which Insurance Companies 
regard as sound will be an encouragement to the development of the Insurance 
system. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 989 ashed by Mr. 0. N. 
MulJiaranga Mudaliar on the 25tk March, 1935. 

Retrenchment in the Madras Dead Letter Oeeice. 


(n) The reply to the first part of the question is in the 
the second part no inaximuni outturn has been prescribed 

(h) (f) August, 1933 
(m) Pf'biuary, 1934 

(m) Bpeeial enumeration taken in duly, 1934 


negative. As regards 

25,834 

25,852 

24,091 



STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 


226 


(e) Particulars of figuies under tlie sub-heads referred to by the Honourable 
hiember are not available in respect of the enumeration weeks of August, 1933 and 
February, 1934. As legaids the special enumeration taken in a week of duly, 1984, 
the number of paid and unpaid unregistered articles received during the period are 
9,607 and 14,484, respectively, while the number of such articles despatched are 8,873 
and 11,036, respectively. 


(d) (i) Registered articles 

19,909 

Registered parcels 

1,371 

(^^) Registered articles 

18,227 

Registered paicels 

2,163 

(^^^) Registered ai tides 

16,325 

Registered parcels 

1,618 


(e) No. 

(/) The stah in the Madras Dead Letter Office was found by actual observation 
by a senior and experienced officer of the Depaifcnient to be excessive, a fact uliich was 
confirmed by statistics obtained by spc'Cial enumeiation of the articles leeeived and 
despatched. 

(g) and (h). No Government aie satisfied that the retiencliments, i\hicii have 
already been cairied out, are fully ;)ustified 


Information promised in reply to starred qvestion No. 10i3^ asked by Mr. N. M, 
JosJii on the 26th March, 1935. 

Box Khalasies fop European and Anglo-Indian Dpjvers on State Rail- 
ways. 


On the Great Indian Peninsula and North Western Itaihvays box hhalasies arc 
provided for the carriage of boxes of all engine drivers As already stated, on the 
East Indian Railway coolies are piovided for the carriage of boxes of dnveis in grades 
I and II. On the Eastern Bengal Railway box Uialames are provided for the European 
and Anglo-Indian drivers only., for the leason that the size of boxes used by the 
European and Anglo-Indian diiveis is laigei and cannot be eairied without the 
assistance of a box Jclialasi The Indian duveis tcniy small boxes -wliieh can easily be 
cairied by hand without the assistance of box khalasies To obtain nnifoimit-v Rail- 
way Administi ations have been instructed that tlieie should be no racial disciimination 
in this matter and that box khalasies slionlcl be provided for all diivers when the 
circumstances rein lei this iieccssaiy 


Infor^mtion promised in reply to parts (b) and (c) of starred question No. 1220 
asked by Mr. M. S. An^)y on the 30th March, 1935. 

Increase in the Quantity and Value op Quinine sold. 

{h^ and {o') A statement is attached. Compared with the figures for 1932 33 
there was an increase duimg 1933-31 in the quantity and value of quinine sold of 
14.86 per cent and 1177 pei cent, respectively, and not 14 98 per cent, and 17.6 per 
cent shown in tlm Annual Repoit of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department 
for the year 1933-34. The mistake in the Annual Report was due to inaccurate reports 
miginally furnish cd bv certain Circles. 

L168LAD ^ . . 212 . 
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If^offiicition pTOffiiscd 'iM fB^ly to su'pplc'^fiB'HtOfi ios to ^iiostiofi ^*0* 1322 
O/sJcod by S» Schtyci>muTt% 0 % tho 2}id A-pTil^ IBSo* 

Treaty between the Sultan of Zanzibar and Great Britain. 

(a) In 1908 a treaty was signed abrogating the treaty of 1SS6 between Great 
Britain and Zanzibar. 

{!)) The rights of Indian settlers and other Biitish subjects in Zanzibar were 
safeguardea in ceitain respects by the provisions of the Treaty between Great Britain 
and Aluscat of the 31st of Alay, 1839. Provision was also made in the Treaty for 
the reciprocal recognition of Consuls appointed by the High Contracting Panics on a 
most-iavoured-nation footing. This treaty was abrogated as regards Zanzibar on the 
3rd of April, 1911. 

(o) As this Treaty is not now in force it would serve no useful pin pose to table 
it 


Infonmtion promised in reply to parts (b) and (d) to (g) of starred question No, 
1895 ashed by Mr. D. K- Lah%ri Chaudhury on the 3rd April, 1935, 

Time Test for Correspondence Wore: in First Class Head Post 

Offices. 


(h) The reduction was eiffected on the basis of the actual reduction of work due 
to fall m traffic. 


(d) The number of clerks who worked in the Correspondence Department of the 
Calcutta General Post Office in 1931-32 and the number reduced up to the 28th February, 
1935, is as follows ; — 

Number of clerks in the Correspondence Department of the Calcutta 

General Post Office on 1st April, 1931 . . . 112 

Number of clerks reduced up to the 28th February, 1935 . . 18 

(of these 11 were reduced in 1932 and 7 in 1934) 

(e) The facts are substantially as stated. 

(/) The number of selection grade, time-scale supervisory and other clerical posts 
in the Bombay General Post Office, Correspondence Depaitment, which includes the 
offices ot the two Inspecting Postmasters, Boin])oy, is as follow^s — 

(%) JSelection grade posts . . . . . , . . 4 

(n) Time-scale supervisory posts . . . . . . 

(lit) Clerks . . . . , . . 26 


(g) The entire question of the staff requirements of the Correspondence Depart- 
ment of the Calcutta General Post Office is being (doselv examined by the Postmaster- 
General, Bengal, and Assam Circle, and Government are not vet m a position to state 
what re-ad jiistments of staff may ultimately bo found to be necessary. 



STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE, 


229 . 


Information promised in reply to unstarred question No. 262 asked by Mr. D. K. 
Lahm Ghaudhury on the 3rd April, 1935. 

Cebtain Information in respect of the Bombay, Calcutta and Madras 
General Post Offices. 



Bombay- 

General 

Post 

Office. 

Calcutta 

General 

Post 

Office. 

Madras 

General 

Post 

Office. 

(^) Number of selection grade posts of Rs 250 — 350 

8 

12 

5 

(tt) Number of selection grade posts of Ra. 160 — ^250 

40 

41 

10 

{%%%) Number of time-scale supervisors 

12 

8 

2 

{iv) Number of clerks (Upper Division) . . 

U6(a) 

883(a) 1 

187(<x) 

(v) Number of clerks (Lower Division) . . . i 

98(5) 

174(6) 

59(6) 

(vi) Number of sorting postmen 

22 

39 

10 

(vii) Number of overseers 

12(c) 

6(0) 

2(c) 

(vui) Number of postmen 

239 

182 

118 

(^ir) Number of mferior and other miscellaneous staff 

325 

391 

78 


{a) Operative clerks including leave reserves but excluding town Inspectors and assistant 
accountants. 

(5) Including leave reserves. 

(c) Overseer postmen . 



InfoTWUltion ^omised in Teply to unstafred question No, 263 ashed by Mr , D, K, Lahifi ChaudhuTy^ on the Sfd Aptil, 1935, 

Stai*!* employed in Bombay, Calcutta and Madbas General Post Opitoes. 

Part (a). 
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Information promised in reply to unstarred question No, 297, ashed by Mr. G.N. 

Muthuranga Mudaliar on 3rd April, 1935. 

Closing of Level Crossings on the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway between Arkanam and Amtattur. 

(a) and (&) Government have made enquiries and are informed that such is not 
the case Out of the 18 level crossings between Aikauani and Amtattur, only 5, at 
vhich the road traffic is insufficient to ^-justify gntemen during night hours, have their 
gates kept locked by night and the keys kept by the station master who arranges for the 
gates to be opened on application Of the remaindoi 4 are manned both day and night 
and 9 are continually open for road traffic. 

(c) No, the cost will be prohibitive 

{d) Government are informed that every effoit is being made to reduce the tixiie 
the gates are closed to road traffic. 


Information piomised in reply to part (b) o/ starred question No. 14S2, ashed 
hy Mr Rawj Narayan Rinqh art the 4fJi 

Grievances of Travelling TicK'et Exaim tners on the East Indian 

Railway. 

Passes to Travelling Ticket Inspectors' on the East Indian Railway are being 
given according to the pay of the indmdiial eoiiccined On the Aloradabad Division, 
however, prior to April, WSo, all Travelling Ticket Inspectors were given inter class 
dutv ptasses. The procedine has since then tj'xm bioaght into line vith that on other 
Divisions 


Information promised in reply to the bupplementaiy questions to Mr. Mohan 
Lai Sahsena^^ starred question No. 1519, ashed by Mr. S, Satyamurti 
on the 5th April, 1935. 

Certain Particulars in connection with State Prisoners .^t present 

confined in India 

Statement of the number of detenus released under the Bengal Cnminal Law Amend- 

me7it Act. 1930 

The latest hguie of releases available is that given by the Honourable Mr. R. N. 
Keid in reply to a question in the Bengal Legislative Council on the 31st July, 1935. 
In accordance with his statement ill persons were released from January to June, this 
year, including those who are free to move about, but have to report periodically to the 
police. 


Information promised in reply to storied question No. 1624, asked by 
Mr. Ram Narayan Singh, on the 6th April, 1935. 

Post and Telegraph Offices in the Chota Nagpur Division. 


Districts m the Chota Nagpur Divi- 
sion. 


Hazanbagh 
Ranchi . . 
Palamau 
Manbhum . , 
Singhbhum 


Total 


I 

! Number of 
combined post 
I and telegraph 
I offices. 


Number of 
post offices. 


Total. 


14 

38 

52 

11 

42 

53 

4 

29 

33 

7 

1 43 

50 

15 

‘ 38 

53 

51 ! 

190 

241 
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Information promised in reply to part (c) of htarred qnedton No. 1657^ asked 
by Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Eazrm on the 8th April, 1935, 

Hapuk Remount Depot at Babugarh in the Meerut District. 

(o) Efiorts have been made to procure the information but tlie Local Government 
iave reported that it would involve a prolonged search, into old records, the laboor and 
cost of which would not be eominensuiate with the value of the results. 


MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Destruchon of the Shahidgunje Mosque at Lahore. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have received 
notice of a motion for adjourmnent from Mr Gauba who wants to discuss 
R defiiuce matter of urgent public importance, namely, the faeURies 
afforded by the iiulitary, police and district authorities of Laiiore for the 
destruction of the SJialiidgunje mosque under cover of the plea of the 
exercise of legal rights Does the nonoiirable Member want to nio^-e it 

Mr. K. L. Ga^uba (Bast Central Punjab : Muhaminadmi) : I will not 
move the first motion standing in my name, but 1 propose to move the 
second. 


Lack of Discipline in certain ^soldiers at Jubbulpore 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have received 
notice from Mr. Satyamurti that he proposes to. move for adjournment of 
the House to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the lack of discipline in the King^s Regiment as evidenced by the conduct 
of some soldiers of that Regiment in the village of Benda near Jubbulpore, 
I understand that a prosecution has been instituted against a certain 
number of soldiers in thjat regiment witli reference to the incident men- 
tioned here. I should like to know from the Honourable Member if it 
is possible to discuss the question of lack of discipline in the regiment 
without reference to the facts of this incident. 

Mr. S Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : Sir, 
the only poird that I want to bring before the House is the lack of disci- 
pline in the regiment. 1 undertake not to discuss or bring within the scope 
of my motion the actual facts which are now pending trial before the civil 
Courts of the country I may mention in this connection certain facts 
wliieli are admitted by Government. I will read from a communique 
issued from Simla on the 29th August by the Government of India. They 
say : 

“ 111 then communique of the 24 th July the Government of India stated that n 
court of inquiry was examining the facts in the case in which it was alleged that certain 
soldiers iii the King's Regiment had made an attack on the village Benda m Tiibbul- 
pore and the result of the inquiry must be awaited The repoit of the court of 
inquiry has now been exammed and it has been decided with the -^ull approval of 
ihe military authority to hand the case over to the civil Court to be dealt i?vith. 
Twcntythree men of the battalion are being placed on their trial under the Indian 
Penal Code on charges of murder and noting and th^^ proeeediiios are expected to 
commence immediately " 

I submit. Sir, that T am not discussing whether these particular men 
who are charged before His Majesty’s Courts are actually guiltv of this 
oflfence, and, if so, what the evidence amounts to, in respect of the actual 
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offences they are alleged to liave committed. The point, I am on, is that 
the Government of India, on the report of the court of inquiry appointed, 
I take it, by the Army Department, have decided that certain incidents took 
place. {Ones of No, no from Official Benches.) 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Home Member) : They say an 
inquiry should be made 

I€r. S. Satyamurti : The report of the court of inquiry has now 
been examined by the Government of India, I presume, and it has been 
decided, with the full approval of the military authority, to hand tlie case 
over to the chil (V)nrt to be dealt with. What are dealing with is 
whether A or B or 0 is guilty of certain acts, and if so wffat those acts 
amount to under the Indian Penal Code I am not on that question now. 
What I am on is (he preceding slate of affairs iii the regiment which made 
it possible for this incident to happen What that incident amounts to 
in lavv’-, what the responsibility of A or B in res’peei of that incident, arc 
mailers wliieli are at the moment before a Court of law. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abclur Ralum) : I undcrsdind 
that the Honourable Member wishes to establish the lack of discipline by 
the facts of tins very incident 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : By the fact that certain men have been found 
by a couit of inquiry, appointed by the Government of India, to have 
been guilty of certain offences (Ones of No, no '' from Government 
Benches ^ ffceoi'diiig to them, at least a prima facie case has been estab- 
lished for lianding over the^^e men to the civil autborities You will notice, 
Sir, that m the ruling cited by Seth Govind Das yesterday this point was 
elaborately discussed ; and so long as I, and you as President, see that 
matters which are actually suh judice are not aetuall}’^ brought under dis- 
cussion, it seems to me that it is eminently a matter to be discussed by 
this House And I Will say another thing Assuming that this trial is 
over and these people aie found guilty, the nialler will cease lo be urgent. 
It comes to this, therefore, that when a thing like this happens we are 
neither here nor there. 

An Honourable Member : You can put down a Resolution 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; My Honourable friend knows or ought to know 
that a Resolution has to go through a hurdle race 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : After the trial, 
eannol a motion for adjournment be put down 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Subject to what you say, Sir, it seems lo me 
that the}" may take it up to the High Court, in wdiich case months will 
elapse, and it will cease to be a matter of urgent importance We are 
now in a el eft stick We cannot disemss it, and I submit that the Court as 
such has nothing to do with discipline in the regiment The Court cannot 
punish the regiment and cannot censure the Government It can only find 
A or B guilty of assault or manslaughter or murder and hang him The 
question which I want to bring up is the absence of discipline I do not 
want to put it forward as a matter of argument now but you will liav’e 
noticed, as any reader of newspapers has noticed, that this thing is a 
growing evil everywhere This want of discipline is becoming apparent 
and these British soldiers take the law” into their own hands. What 1 
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want to discuss is the question of lack of discipline^ which no Court can 
deal with. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) ; Sir, 
I oppose this, motion. I need hardly remind 3 ^ou that in la motion like 
this only one single specific matter can be discussed and my Honourable 
friend has really mentioned one single specific matter. And what is that ? 
The lack of discipline m the King’s Regiment as evidenced by the conduct 
of certain soldiers of that regiment in the village of Benda. Therefore, 
the sole specific matter is the conduct of these soldiers in the village of 
Benda... . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Lack of dis- 
cipline 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : As evidenced by the con- 
duct of some soldiers. . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : He puts it on 
the ground of lack of discipline. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : True : hut the lack of dis- 
cipline is based on the specific matter of the conduct of some of these 
soldiers in the regiment in the village of Benda. He is thus including a 
matter which is going to be discussed in a Court of law. If I may remind 
you, Sir, of a previous ruling on this matter, such a motion must be 
restricted to a single specific matter of recent occurrence and must be of 
an urgent nature. I read through the notice again : it says lack of 
discipline in the King’s Regiment a.s evidenced by the conduct of vsome 
soldiers of that regiment Therefore, the conclusion that there is lack 
of discipline is based on one matter only, namely, the conduct of some 
soldiers of that regiment in the village of Benda. There is no other 
ground for suggesting lack of discipline and there is nothing further which 
can be made really the basis of this lack of discipline. 

Then I take another point. When you talk of lack of discipline it is 
only when the case has been tried then we will Imow what the facts of the 
case are. Surely by using Ihe word ^ discipline ’ nothing is advanced. 
What 1 mean is this : we must take all theoretical objections : supposing 
the Court finds, as a matter of fact, that there was justification for the 
exercise of the right of self-defence and so on, — ^it may not be a factwddch 
may be ultimately proved — ^but if that is so, there will be no question of 
lack of discipline Again, supposing these soldiers were not at the time 
of alleged occurrence under military orders or disciplinary orders to 
remain inside the barracks or inside the cantonment • they were out, they 
committed murder, they committed other offences : those are crimes for 
which anybody wmuld he punishable, irrespective of the fact whether they 
are subject to military discipline or not • whether in doing that they 
simply broke the ordinary law of the land like committing murder or 
assault or so on or not has nothing to do with the question of discipline. 
^l 11 these matters can be discussed really after the case has been tried. 
Then, what is the urgency about this f Supposing, as a matter of fact, 
some soldiers in the regim'ent did behave in an improper way, where is 
the urgency f 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : The urgency 
is stated here — lack of discipline in the regiment, so that the authorities 
may take proper action. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Is it right to expect tlial 
llie authorities would take action when the matter has been taken to Court 
before the lack of discipline is established f Is that right or fair ^ I do 
not deny that it is a matter of recent occurrence, but that is not enough to 
carry my friend through . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim j • The question 
comes to this : whether the lack of discipline can be proved in any other 
way excepting by what has occurred 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The notice specifically con- 
fines itself to this evidence : if he had cited no evidence whatsoever, then 
I could understand — but the language is perfectly clear — ‘ lack of dis- 
cipline as evidenced by the conduct of some soldiers of the regiment 
TiiUit IS the whole gravamen of the charge , that is the sole foundation for 
making this complaint of lack of discipline : there is no other I submit 
on this motion as drafted, knowing that the conduct of these soldiers is 
nov being investigated in Court, you should not allow this motion. 

May I just say one word more in answer to my Honourable friend s 
arguments ? If it is not urgent now, then he says this may go on for two 
months and after tliat it may be dragged on in the High Court for a j^ear 
and then when he comes here he will he told Too late Whether ae 
will be told that he is too late or not T do not know that will be a matter 
for your ruling, if the occasion arises But surely the whole fallacy of 
tlial argument is as if a motion for adjoiirnmeiit is the only method of 
discussing a grievance before this House Unless you make that basic 
assumption, unless you assume that there is no other way in which a thing 
can be done, that argument has no force ... . 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : What can be 
done now 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : It may be done not no-w, but 
later, by a Resol ution (Laughter from the Opposition Benches ) I am 
meeting the point that it is not urgent * sup])Osmg the matter comes up 
af'Cr a year or six months 

IWr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : There m«y be 
some other kind of remedy. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : My friend is assuming as if 
he has no other remedy at any time. . . . 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai (Bombay Northern Division : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : But why '' any time We want it now. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I am meeting the argument 
there will be no remedy later Before I resume my seat, I will read from 
page 30 of the Book of Rulings 

The foimal moviiig of the acUournment of the House as a tactical method of 
introducing new matter into the day^s work has dining the nineteenth century been 
gradually but steadily discouraged ])y the rules of the House ”, says Joseph Redlich 
in his Procedure of the House of Commons 

Of course, my Ilonouiuble fncmls may say this is the 20th century. 
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Further on, the same author says : 

“ By the present rules sncli a motion tor adjournment can only be permitted in 
case ot special urgency ; 

and I am anxious that the same principle should be established in this 
House. 

I submit, Sir, that if this trial goes on we shall know the facts, and 
then it will be time for us as well as for the Government to decide -what 
should be done. 

Seth Govind Das (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, as regards the urgency of this matter, wdiich has been 
disputed, I may say that I come from the place where this incident has 
taken place, and I can tell you that round about the place, where the 
soldiers are stationed, there are many small villages 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : On a point of order, Sir, is^ 
my friend right in discussing these matters now ? 

An Honourable Member : What is the point of order ] 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : My Honourable friend is 
referring to evidence about the conduct of these soldiers. .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I would like to 
hear what the Honourable Member, Seth Govind D(as, says 

Seth Govind Das : I was pointing out, Sir, that the place Avhere the 
soldiers live is suiTOunded by many small villages, and, on account of 
this incident, the villagers wdio live there are afraid of such incidents or 
even more serious incidents in future : what I want to point out, there- 
fore, is that this matter is very urgent and the discussion on it might 
enable the military authorities to prevent the recurrence of such offences- 
in the near future ; it is, therefor^, a matter of very great urgency 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have consi- 
dered this matter carefully, and I think I must hold that this motion 
cannot be discussed usefully without investigating the conduct of llie 
soldiers of the King’s Regiment implicated in the incidents alluded to. 
The sole evidence in the notice of motion before the House, as stated here, 
is the conduct of those soldiers The House cannot discuss the conduct 
of those soldiers -without taking into consideration the incidvsnts of this 
occurrence, and, as the whole matter is stih ludme, I feel that Hie rules 
stand in the way of this motion being allowed I, therefore, disallow this 
motion. 

Despatch op Troops prom British India, to Addis Abbaba (Abyssinia). 

The President (The Hononrable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The next 
motion is in the name of Pandit Nilakantha Das He proposes to ask 
for leave for ad-jonrnment of the House to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent pablic nnportance as folloivs * 

“ The despatch of troops from British India to Addis Abbaba ( Abyssinia 
Is there any ohieetion 1o tin’s mdion 

(No objection was taken ) 

Does the Honourable Member wish to move this f 
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Pandit Mlakantha Das (Orissa Division : Non-Mulianmiadan) : Yes. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahinjj : The motion 
will be taken up at 4 o’clock. 


ELECTION OF A MEMBEE TO THE STANDING FINANCE 

COMMITTEE. 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd (Government of India : Nominated Official) : Sir, 
in the absence of the Honourable Sir James Grigg, and, on his behalf, I 
beg to mlake the following motion, with your permission : 

That this Assembly do pioeeed to elect, ia such method as may be approved by 
the Honourable the President, a member of the Standing Finance Committee to fill 
the vacancy caused by the resignation of his seat on the Assembly by Sir Leslie Sewell 
Hudson ’ ’ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question* 
is : 

“ That, this Assembly do proceed to elect, m such method as may be approved by 
the Honouiable the Piesident, a member of the Standing Finance Committee to fill 
the vacancy caused by the lesignation of his seat on the Assembly by Sir Leslie Sewell 
Hudson ’ 

The motion was adapted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ralimi) . I have to- 
inform Honourable Members that for the pui'pose of election of a 
member to the Standing Finance Commutee tbe Notice Office will be 
open to receive nominations upto 12 Noon on Friday, the 6tii September, 
and the election, if necessary, -wil], as usual, be held in the Secretary’s 
Room in the Assembly Building on Wednesday, the lllli September, 
1935, between the hours of 10-30 a.m. and 1 p.m The election will be 
conducted in accordance with the principle of proportional representa- 
tion by means of the single transferable vote. 


THE CINEMATOGRAPH (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik (Home Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move : 

“ That the Bill turthei to amend the Cmematogiaph Act, 1918, for a certain 
puipose, as passed by the Council of estate, be taken into consideration.’’ 

This Bill has been passed by the Council of State and we Avould have 
proceeded with it in this House last Session had time permitted. The 
Bill is designed to meet an evil which has been felt and commented on 
for some years, namely, the improper and suggestive form occasionally 
taken by certain cinematograph posters and advertisements. The evil 
came to notice a good many years ago when the Cinematograph Com- 
mittee of 1928 reported that it was desirable that it should be cheeked, 
but the only suggestion they made to check it \vas that the police or the 
magistracy should have statutory power to remove an objectionable 
poster, and that disobedience to any order of removal should be made 
punishable That suggestion was considered by the Government of India, 
but it was not thought very satisfactory, as it was felt that it would 
fail to achieve the object desired, that is to prevent the exhibition of 
objectionable posters. The bulk of the Local Governments who 
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consulted on that occasion preferred the remedy which has been em- 
bodied in this Bill, namely pre-censorship We had many protests about 
cinematograph posters, and I shall quote a few of the bodies and people 
who have made such protests. The Association for Moral and Social 
Hygiene writing quite recently said that these posters do much harm, 
and oddeci, “ wlien we consider the standards of courtesy observed be- 
tween the two sexes in households in India, it is difficult to see any reason 
for the delay in prohibiting these undesirable posters, often American 
in origin Another protest was made by the All-India Women ^s Con- 
ference which met at Calcutta in January last year, and another one by 
the National Council of Women in India, a body of which Her Highness 
the Maharani of Baroda is the President, another one by the Bengal 
Welfare Association, of which Sir P. C. Bay is the President, and yet 
another by the Bombay Presidency Women ^s Council. Finally, the 
Municipal Corporation of Bombay, during the presidency of Dr. 
Deshmukh, now a Member of this Assembly, wrote in October, 1934, 
thus : 

“ It has been brought to tlie notice of the Coipoiatioii that posters depicting 
love scenes v^eie exhibited by cinematograph companies in prominent places and that 
Hi the opinion of the Coipoiation theie should be censors to prevent the exhibition of 
obje^ tionable posteij ’’ 

There were a number of other protests. I have only quoted a few of 
them. A large number of representations were made to Government to 
take legislative steps to cure this evil. 

Now, Sir, the Bill which is before the House today has been pre- 
pared after consulting Local Governments and also Boards of Film 
Censors. Such Boards exist, I think, in five provinces, Bombay, Bengal, 
Burma, the Punjab and Madras, — I think I am right in saying that. 
The Bill provides that advertising matter of a pictorial nature should be 
censored by the Boards of Censors. We do not propose to extend the 
censorship to literary matter such as pamphlets and advertisements m 
newspapers unless they contain pictures, because we do not think that 
much harm is done by advertising matter of that kind. But posters and 
pictorial advertisements are sometimes indecent. If any Honourable 
Member is not prepared to accept my statement, I have had some ex- 
am])les of objectionable posters put up in the Library, and I think any 
Honourable Member looking at these posters will agree with me that thoy 
are, I won’t say, obscene in the sense that they amount to an offence 
under ilie Penal Code, but they are I venture to hold distinctly suggesihe 
and in some (*ases would not be an exaggeration to describe them as 
indecent. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra B'atta (Chittagong and Eajshalii Divisions . 
Non-Muhammadan Bural) : They are all foreign and not Indian. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Most of them are foreign, but 
there are some Indian too. 

• Broadly speaking, the provisions of the Bill are that these pictorial 
advertisements must be exhibited for pre-censorship before the Board of 
Censors and the penalty provided for exhibiting publicly posters which 
have not been passed by the Censors is a fine of Es 500, and in certain 
eases, a recurring fine as well if the offence is repeated after warning. I 
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hope that the Bill will be treated as non-coDtroversial and that the House 
will accept its principle. Since the Bill passed the Council of State in 
February or March last, we have taken the opportunity of consulting 
Local Governments, Boards of Censors, and through them the trade. 
Certain objections have been put forward by the trade, but from a great 
many of the trade bodies and corporations that we consulted no replies 
have been received, thus showing that they are indifferent in the matter. 
Those that have objected have had their objections considered both by the 
Local Governments and by the Boards of Censors who are, of course, in 
constant touch with the trade, and the Board of Censors report that the 
apprehensions which the trade entertains are in fact ungrounded and that 
little or no inconvenience will be caused to the trade if this Bill becomes 
law 

The Honourable the Deputy President suggested that there was no 
need 1o apply this law to posters of Indian films. It would be diffieiilt to 
distinguish between films produced in one country and films produced in 
another, and although I admit that taking it by and large the Indian 
posters are less objectionable than those that come from abroad, it is not 
the case that we have not had any complaints about Indian films. That 
was a matter specifically considered by the Board of Censors of Bengal 
which is the province particularly affected, being the province where I 
think most of the films produced in India are made. 

That is all I have to say on the general lines of the Bill I think the 
Bill, as it passed tlie Council of State, is capable of impr()A(mient in certain 
respects. We liar^e had certain definite vsuggestions made to us by one or 
Iwo of the proAuncial Boards of Censors for the modification of the Bill, 
and I have myself given notice of one or two amendments to that effect. 
I see that there is an amendment to my motion, for the appointment of a 
BJeet Committee If that is the general v/ish of the House, I am quite 
prepared that the Bill should go to a Select Committee, but I must warn 
the House that that may possibly mean considerable delay in passing the 
Bill. 1 doubt very much Avhether \Ye shall have time to get it through a 
Select Committee this Session in view of the pressure of business, but I 
qnite agree that the Bill does want amendment in its present form and I 
am perfectly ready to gh^e the House, or a Select Committee if that is the 
general view, an opportunity of considering and adjudicating on such 
objections as have been made by the trade to the Bill. 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) • Motion moved ; 

‘ * That the Bill further to amend the Cinematograph Act, 1918, for a certain 
purpose, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into eonsideration. ^ ' 

Notice has been given by Mr. Gadgil of an amendment Avhich he 
wishes to move. 

Mr. N. ¥. Gadgil (Bombay Central Division . Non-Muhammadan 
Burai) : Sir, I move : 

‘‘ That the Bill be refeired to a Select Committee, consisting of Br. G. V. 
Beshmukli. Seth Govind Das, IMr. Samuel Aaron, Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya, 
Mr. Muhammad Nauman, Mr. H A. Sathar H. Essak Sait, Sir Ghuiam Hussain 
Hidayatallah, Sir Abdul Halim Gliu/navi, Mr. J Bamsay Scott, Mr. Pradyumna 
Prasha d Singh, the Hoiiou^ab^^ the Home Member, Bao Bahadur M. 0. Bajah, 
Mr. A S Hands, and the Movei, and that the number of members whose pre«!ence 
shall be necessaiy to constitute a ineetmg of the Committee shall be sixH^ 

L168LAB * ^ 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Raiiim) : Motion moved : 

“ Tliat the Bill be refeired to a Select Committee, consisting of Br G. 
Deshmnldi, Seth Govmd Bas, Mi Samuel Aaron, Mr. Amaronclia Xath Chattopadhytiya, 
Mr. Muhammad JMauman, Mi H. A. Satliar H. Essak Sait, Sir Glmlaiu liusson, 
Hidayatallah, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuziiavi, Mr J. Bamsay Scott, Mr. in*adjumna 
JPiashad Singh, the Honouiable the Home Member, Eao Bahadur M. C. Kajah. 
Air. A. S Hands, and the Alovei, and that the number of menibeis whose pieseiice 
shall be necessaty to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be six ” 

Discussion will now go on on both the original motion and the amend- 
ment. 


Dr. G. V. Deshmukh (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, there can be no controversy over a Bill like this when we are as much 
interested in regulating the exhibition of pictures as the Iloiioiirable the 
Home Member. We have to remember that the object of this Act was to 
i*egulate the exhibition of pictures, but now I want to put before the House 
the other side of the shield. Under this Bill, we cannot forget that more 


and more power is being given to the so-called authority, the licensing” 
authority, call it the Board of Censors — more and more power is being 
given, and it cannot be denied, and, I liope, it will not be denied even by 
the Honourable the Home Member, that this power has not always been 
ixereised with reason. Indeed, I may say that very often this power has 
been exercised in an autocratic fashion, and there is a good deal of feeling 
'n the public against the Board of Censors. To quote an instance that 
happened not so very long ago, some films were imported into this country 
as educational films. Those films were passed by the Inteniatioual Board 
as cdaeational films. I happened to see some correspondence on them, 
and I believe I am correct when T say that in one of the letters from the 


Covernment of India it was asked what wms the meaning of educational 
films ; they did not understand. If that the position, I say, by all 
i^eans give wider powers in the interests of moral hygiene if you like to 
the Board of Censors. But then you must be very particular as to how 
this Board of Censors is constituted. We find that, all over the country, 
the authority in many places is given to District Magistrates and Police 
Dffieers and Police Commissioners. It seems to me that this is behaving 
in a very backward fashion. After all, India is not such a country where, 
particularly in big cities like Bombay, Calcutta and Madras and other 
cities, you will not get public men or public bodies to associate themselves 
With the censors so that the films may be properly judged when they come 
up for inspection and there would be less of feeling amongst the merchants 
as well as the film importers. What I would suggest is this. I take it 
that the Bill is now going to the Select Committee and the Home Member 
has himself agreed to it. For instance, in cities like Bombay and Calcutta, 
where there are public bodies like the Bombay Corporation and the Senate 
oi the Umyersity of Bombay, you -would find many public spirited men 
uerfeetly willing: to co-operate with the -work of the Police Commissioners. 

j ne different cities of India, jmu -will find the same condition of things, 
and, if you associate them, there would be less of grievance and less of 
he.art-bnrnmg when a film is censored. I would like that in this business 
ot censorship educational institutions and public bodies should be more 
ard more associated. If that is taken up in the Select Committee, I think 

1? ^ measure, and I do nofsuppose there -would be 

much difficulty about passing the Bill in this House. 
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Mr. Abdiil Matin Chandlrary (Assam : Muhammadan) : I quite 
appreciate the desire of the Government of India to safeguard the morals 
of the public by prohibiting* the exhibition of objectionable posters- 
Having seen the samples of the posters that have been put in the Library 
and also the posters in the streets, I am not convinced that they are so 
devastating m their effect on public morals as to require the enactment 
of tliis measure. Holding as I do a rather unorthodox view regarding this 
matter, 1 am not very nervous about the consequences of exhibition of 
a eerlain type of posters. As to the question of what is objectionablCy 
opinions ditfer and the opinions of the highly respectable citizens who 
constitute the Board of Censors are not always above criticism. When 
the tiiin producers produce some iilm they produce also the advertising 
material and naturally they take care to see that these materials are of 
such a character as not to offend against the accepted notions of 
obscenity or immorality and so far as my information goes the posters 
produced hy the Indian producers have not been found objectionable any- 
where It i^s only the posters that are imported from outside to vdiieli 
objection has been taken by the authorities. I do not understand why 
the posters that can be exhibited in England and America should come 
under ban in India I think, Sir, it is too late in the day to suggest that 
Eastern pc^ople will have a WTong conception of European life irom the 
posters that are printed in the Cinema has familiarised the VvVsfcorn 

life to Easiern masses and it is generally recognised that human nature 
IS the same ail the Avorld over. I do not see any reason why if these 
posters are allowed to be shown and exhibited in England and America 
tliey should be banned in India. The Home Member referred to the 
re])ort of the Cinematograph Committee. The Committee found that there 
some tendencies to exhibit objectionable posters but they did not 
recommend that the cinema producers ought to be put to the inconvenience 
and trouble of submitting the po.<<ters to the Board of Censors. They 
tliOLiglit that it would be sufficient if the police took away the objectionable 
posters 1 think that no cinema producer will go to the length of s])end- 
ing money on limiting the posters when he knows that they are likely to 
be snatched away by the police when exhibiied in public. I think the 
recommendation of the Cinematograph Committee was quite a cautious one 
and it should meet the needs of the situation I wuiiid again say that the 
Indian nlm producers have not been found guilty of showing objectionable 
posters and why should they be penalised for the sins of tiie European 
prodiieei's ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I said that there have been some 
cases which have been objectionable. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury : Opinions will differ. The posters 
held objectionable by Board of Censors may not really be objectionable. 
As I said, my view^s are unorthodox in this matter. I do not consider 
that the posters that I have seen on the streets are so objectionable that 
they should be banned. I am glad that the Home Member has accepted 
the motion for reference of the Bill to the Select Committee and 1 think 
the matter can be thrashed out there. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa fAllahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Kon-Muiiam- 
madan Itiiral) : Mr. President, like my frimd, Mr Abdul Matin Chau- 
dliury, I au, op^josed to this measure, but on grounds exactly opposite to 
his. Before I proceed further, I should like very respeetKilly to eon- 
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gratiilate the Honourable the Home Member for keeping his eyes and ears 
open and alert at least in the matter of complaints that come on such 
matcers as he likes, while his eyes and ears are absolutely closed to eom- 
plaints of other kind>s, such a*s those that eome from Bengal. You will 
remember, and 1 am sure many Members of this House will remember, that 
Lord Irwin on one oceasmn said that the Indian people get a very wrong 
idea of European life owing to the cinemas. I agree with Lo^*d Irwin 
Having been myself abroad, I do not think European life is so corrupt 
and so utterly bad as is depicted m the cinemas that are exhibit(Ml m 
this country. Being a human being' and not lieing governed by roeial 
eonsideiations, I feel it as hurtful to my own self-resiiect if any other 
human being is traduced or libelled ; and I stand for the proper repre- 
sentation of European life in my countiw as much as I do lor the proper 
rejjresentation of Indian life in countries abroad It may perhaps satisfy 
the morbid taste of some gentlemen opposite 1o see to it that Indian 
life is traduced and painted in very evil colours abroad It may even 
satisfy their lust for slander, to see tliat Miss Majm's .scandal book 
is distributed free of cost abroad ; but it does not satisfy me to see that 
Europeans are shown in a wTong and bad light in my country. De^]iite 
the European clothes worn by many of my countrymen in this HolIs<^ I 
knov that their homes are not European and that they do iioi lire exatdiy 
as Europeans do Ideas of deeenej' and of morality differ in certahi 
aspects, in different countries, despite ell that my friend, Abdul 
Matin (Ihaiidhury, may say. I am not an expert on cinemas ; 1 am not 
even an expert on the posters of cinemas. If I may confess candidly, I 
have not been to a cinema house more than twelve times in luy wnole 
life of forty-five j^ears. (Laughter.) I have not looked at many of the 
posters that are exposed ; but the feiv posters and the few films that I iiave 
seen have given me the idea that the whole thing is seriously corrupt. 
If tlie Cinematograph Act itself v/ere under consideration, T should be 
the first to propose that all cinemas in this country should be abolished 
(Oh 1 On I) (Hear, hear) unless decency and educational value could 
be ensured in the shows together vuth recreative pleasantness. Bui we 
are Jiere limited by the terms of this Bill. 1 am one of those that do 
not like over-loading the Statute-book. I do not like lots of Iav;s which 
are only honoured in the breach .... 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : “ More honoured in the breach 


Mr. Sri Prakasa : If the Honourable Member is correcting my 
j English, I may say that he himself is wrong. ' More ^ 

is used when a comparison is made. I did not say • 
more honoured in the breach than in the observance If I had said 
that, he would have been right ; but I did not use the latter expression 
at all. I simply said : which are only honoured in the breach- '' T do 
not know’ to what university my Honourable friend belongs. I suppose he 
belongs to Oxford, but I belong to Cambridge (Hear, hear), "and we 
Cambridge men yield to no one I -was just going to say that the Indian 
Penal Code and the police laws, as they exist in the country, are quite 
enough 1o meet the danger that the Honourable Member is afraid of. 
There are laws about decency, there are law’s against obscenity ; and I am 
sure the police is not doing its duty -when it allows objectionable posters 
to be exhibited in public places. If only the police authorities look into 
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the laws that they are supposed to administer, they will see to it that 
these posters are abolished without the help of any additional laws. The 
reason whj' I am opposed to tliis measure is that I have no faith in the 
censors. As my Honourable friend, Dr. Deshmiikh, has already explained, 
these censors behave in a funny and autocratic manner. They don’t care 
for their duty but act according to their owm notioms of things. Though 
the Honourable the Home Member assured the House or seemed to assure 
the House that his pui^pose was to stop indecency and immorality, I may 
assure you. Sir, from such experience as I have had of his Govcrnmeait 
and of himself, that all liiis censorsliip is going to be used mostly for 
political purposes. fPIear hear ) T will give you only one illustration. 
The other day, in Parriikhabad in my Province, and in my consniueney, 
a cinema company wTuiied io exhibit a film .«^howing scenes from the 
Bombay Congress. The Dxs'^rict Magistrate ot that place advised the 
manager of the einoma company not to oxhihi!. this fi’^m We all know 
what the advice ” of a District klagistrale means : if that advice ’’ 
had been disregarded, l-he manager and his company would have gone 
pieces I This is the way the censors vcork her^. Sir I have no trust in 
these censors any more than I have any trust in this Government and 
its personnel (Hear, hear), and, therefore, T am most anxious that there 
should he no law on the suh.Het, and no addition to the existing law. 
What are these posters, after all ^ They are only a replica, so far as 
I know, o[ the films that ha-^e been passed by the censors In European 
countries they have a standard of clothing : for instance, they see noihing 
very indecent in a lady of rank and titl-'^ appearing in a skirt not hnver 
than her knees, but in India — we may be wrong — we regard tins as in- 
decent, and we think thad women should he more clothed than Ihis. 1 
have no objection to Enronean v/omen puJting on wlnatever clothes they 
like ; they follovc their ovni standaj*ds , but vre do not want those standards 
to come heie I have seen on the few oecavsions that I have been in a 
cinema hall (Laughter) the audience indulging in ribald laughter when- 
ever thej’- see some scene thrown on the screen which would not have elicited 
even a smile from a European audience Here they feel that it is some- 
thing very amusing. 

I will refer — ^if joii wall permit me to do so, Sir, — to the rather 
embarrassing subject of kissing. (Laughter.) Now, in India, 'ivc are not 
much used to being kissed or to kissinsr (A Voice • What 9) in public. 
In India— I am not talking about those gentlemen wdio have been aping 
European manners (Laughter), I am talking the vast mass of the 
people — I can le^l yen Sir, that if you take a census, you will find that 
about 90 per cent of husbands ha^^^e never kissed their waves (Laughter) 
(To‘ces ol What “ What ^ ’’), and certainly 99 per cent of Indian 
wives have never kissed their husbands (Laughter) in public Now, 
kissing in public here is almost reserved 1o babies ; but in Eiiropean 
couiilries public kissing is a very common thing. In England, for 
instance, men and w'omen kiss each otl^er wdthout creating vOiiy confusion 
at raihvay stations. (Laughter ) On the continent of Europe, men kiss 
each other without creating any similar confusion If men kiss each other' 
in England, there would b^ confusion, because that is not the custom 
there. In England, yon are only authorised to kiss ladies, and if you go> 
beyond that, you wall get into trouble Now, w-henever these films of 
indiscriminate kissing are exhibited, there is always ribald laughter here 
from those who are witnessing these scenes. 
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An Honourable Member : They are beginning to like it. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : They are beginning to like it, and I am sorry for 
them ,• and I wish that Government, if they mean fco be a Government— 
I doubt if tliey mean to be a Government, they only mean to be a tyrant— 
if they really are a Government in any sense of the word, they will sec 
to it that the immoral in human nature is not encouraged. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Is kissing prohibited 1? 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : I ask the Hononrable Member who is pretending 
to indulge in a moral lecture to this country, in the ease of eve}*y thing 
that a human being does in private, why should not all that be exposed 
on the screen, and why bring in this law "I Sir, I cannot undersiaiid the 
Honourable Member indulging in moral lectures ; I can understand him 
in tin realm of politics. My clear submission to this House is that we 
must stand against all exhibition of immorality and indecency according 
to our slandards and not according to the standards of Europe. T say 
tliat the whole of the cinema censorship is wrong in principle because 
persons who are in charge of censorship are themselves rather fond, as one 
of my friends said, of those things which tliey pass as good xind what 
happens in Mofussil towms ^ I can give many examples from my own 
city of Benares. The policemen themselves are rather fond of seeing 
cinemas and are the magistrates. I Imoiv of deputy collectors phoning 
to the police station, and asking the tlianadar to inform the neigliboiiring 
cinema house that His ]\Iajesty the Deputy Collector with his family 
wants to visit the cinema ; and seats are thereupon reserved for them 
vdthout any payment "When policemen and magistrates are allov;ed free 
admission to cinema houses, of course, they are very chary of running 
cinema men for indecency and immorality. How does the Home Member 
ex])eet that this evil of his Government tvill be abolished ? If any wrong 
doing on the part of magistrates and the police are mentioned to him. 
he sa>'s : I have never heard about them All this is absolutely false 

and, niuriie.’’ He was saying the same thing when infomied of the 
actual happenings in Bengal. Any complaint that is made against bis 
siibordimles is false and untrue ; and anything that he likes to believe 
is true. We have seen how" sensitive he was when the motion for adjoiirn- 
nicnl was moved this morning. He seemed to me to be treating xery 
lightly the life that was taken in Jiibbulpore. But wdien it comes to his 
own subordinates and members of his own Government, he become^ awfully 
sensitive. 1 shall have more to say if I get an opportunity, wdien his 
infamous Bill re Criminal Law Amendment comes before the House. But 
for the present I shall be satisfied with saying that this Bill be withdrawn 
and that the Home Member and his Government should instruct all sub- 
ordinates tliroughout the country to see that immoral and indecent pe.sicrs 
are not exhibited in the public streets. I may assure the House that there 
is plenty of scope under the terms of the various existing laws, for 
example, the Indian Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code’ for 
the local magistracy and the local police to take action against offenders 
As I said at the beginning, I do not w’-ant to overburden die Statute- 
book. The larger the number of laws that you enact the lesser the pos- 
sibility of ilieir being followed in action With these fev; words, I wish 
to appeal 1o both sides of the House to throw out this Bill and to’ depend 
upon the ordinary law of the land. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 
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Tlie Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two the 
Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


Seth Govind Das (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions . Non-Mtiham- 
inadan) * Sir, 1 do not want to give a silent vote on this question as I 
am personally connected with this industry and I know its difficulties 
At the very outset, I want to make it clear that I am one of those who 
want to censor films from a moral point of view, and the concern with 
'which 1 am connected is floated to produce such films which are clean from 
a moral point of view’. But, at the same time, I do not want that such 
restrictions should be imposed on this industry, which will kill the industry 
itself 

Now\ Sir, according to this Bill, representation of every picture will 
Iiave ii) be brought before the Board of Censors. This pictorial repre- 
sentation w^ili not contain only big screens and posters, but even photo- 
graphs and blocks, the number of 'which goes sometimes even to hundreds. 
Sir, to ])ring ali this material before the Censor v/ould be not only too 
difficult a job for these film concerns, but would be too expensive. In 
different papers, when the cinema advertisements appear, those papers 
also make blocks in different ways and in different combinations. 
Tliese papers are published from different parts of the country. It would 
be very difficult, I should say, it would be practically impossible, for 
Ibese papers to get their blocks censored by the Board of Censors. Then, 
generally, all photographs of these blocks are prepared from the material 
of the films wdiicli are censored T do not see the need of censoring these 
tilings again wdien the film is already censored 

When this Bill -was being discussed ni the Council oL State, the 
Ilonouralfir Baja Ghazanfar Ali Khan asked wdiether Government had 
reeen ed any complaint about the advertisements eoiieerning the films which 
were ‘prepared in India to wdiieh the Honourable Mr. Hallett replied, 
No, Sir, 1 tlo not think w’e have’’. The Honourable Boja Gha/anfar 
Ali Khan again asked if he would not confine this Bill to imported films 
alone, to ■which the Honourable Mr. Hallett said, No, Sir I do not 
nudersiaud w’hy, wdien complaints are not received as far as the Indian 
film^^ are eonetrned, tins Bill should not be restricted to the imported 
films only and wffiy should this Bill be applied to indigenous films also 

I do not want to talie up much of the time of the House, but, before 
I sil down, 1 must say one thing more, and that is that I do not think 
this Bill a safe one* from the political point of view^ as \yell Recently 
a film wms produced by a film concern in Bombay, namely, Ajanla, its name 
was Mazilui ”, and the story of that film wms written by a famous 
Hindi wudier, Babii Prein Cliand This film has been banned in most of 
the ])ro Vinces from the political point of view^ This Government calls 
itself the Government of India, but there is no denying the fact that it 
is not our Government, and I shall he the last person to give any more 
powei’s in any direction in the hands of ihe present Government of India. 
Therefore, 1 must oppose this Bill both on principle and on its merits. 

Dr F. X. DeSonza (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, although the Bill 
is being treated more or less as a non-controversial measure, yet I should 
like to intervene in this debate for a few moments to express my gratitude 
io the Honourable the Home Member for introducing this Bill, on behalf 
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t)f the Indian Christian coramiinity which 1 represent in this House. No 
eomnianity, Sir, views with more concern the mischief done^ by obnoxious 
films than the Indian Christian community. Eepresentiiig as these 
films profess to do the types of culture and modes of life prevailing: 
in Christian countries, people in the Bast have a tendency to reg'ard 
these films as typical of the Christian culture of the West. Therefore, ive, 
the Indian Christians in this country, feel as if Christianity itself was on 
trial in the East. It is, however, unnecessary to inform this enlightened 
House that these films are not typical of Christian ciiltin^e at all. They 
represent the culture which Hitler has called the Bolshevisation of culture 
and are no more representative of the true Christian culture than the 
l-folsbevik State represents the ideals of a Christian State. 

Sir, there is indeed a school of thought in this country which was re- 
ferred to this morning by my Honouiable friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa, which 
regards these disgraceful exhibitions of European life not withoiil some 
satisfaction. They do not wholly condemn these exhibitions, because 
they think that they tend to lower the prestige of the Western races in 
the eyes of the Eastern people I, for one, do not share these feelings. 
As my ITonourahle friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa, expressed it this morning in 
Ms best Cambridge maimer, these films are a degradation of our common 
humanity. 

As I Iiave said the measure Is ])eing treated more or less as a non- 
controversial measure, there is general agreement about its being referred 
to a. Select committee. Tvo types of mind were brought to light m the 
course of the debate this morning One type was that of extreme conser- 
vatism wliich regards kbvsing as mischievous and short skirls as a source of 
great danger. There is another school of thought lepresented by my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Ahdiil Matin Oliaudhuiy, who thinks thal no harm 
can be done by a picture however bad it may ho, I shall leave these two 
extremes aside and T think the general sense of the Hoiu'e is that the 
posters 'vdiieh are now advertised do contain very objectionable matter, 
and it is up to the Select Committee to inquire to what extent they should 
he stopped. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa, si, id, after all what is a 
poster 1 A poster is merely a replica of the film and if the film is not 
censored, why censor the poster f Well, Sir, I do not agree with liim nor 
did the Cinema Committee which inquired into the matter in 1928 I will 
use the words which the Cinema Committee used : 

‘‘ Poster!? like oilier eatelipemiy devices are often more lurid than the goods 
which they advertise and at limes refer to scenes which have been excised either by 
the censor or the exhibitor himself.’^ 

As an instance they say that they themselves witnessed an enlarged 
poster advertised Kiss me Again iu too suggestive a manner but the 
fflm itself was absolutely harmless. True, the old proverb says that good 
w%e needs iio^ hush. Apparently, according to the experience of the 
Cinema Committee, a good film requires a hacl poster in order to make it 
more alluring. 

Sir, I shall not detain the House further except to mention one thing 
and that is that when the Select Committee comes to consider this Bill 
they will bear in mind one or two points referred to this morning. The 
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first was the constitution of the Board of Censors about which I see there 
i,s general dissatisfaction in the larger cities of Bombay, Madras and Cal- 
cutta. They consider that superaniinaied old gentlemen are not in touch 
with modern ideas and they want that the Board of Censors should be 
more representative by having men interested m education, social reform 
and other public activities to be included in them. The second point to 
which I >shonld like to draw the attention of the Select Committee is that 
more facilities should be given to pmdueers of films tlian exist at present. 
I understand that both in j\tadras and Bombay there are no decent pro- 
jection boards at all provided, and the unfortunate producer has consider- 
able expense in hiring a theatre from one of the cinema exhibitors and he 
has tO' pay the taxi hire of inspector^ and incur expense before the film is 
passed. Third ami last, I should also draw the attention of the Select 
Oommittee to the fact tliat tlie industry has now become a iiaiiaonal in- 
dustry. I hear that in Bombay nearly 20,000 men are employed in this 
industry and therefore a iiadional Croverumciit wluch this Goveriiiiieiit is 
gradually becoming should feel that it is itn duly to make it a national 
indusiry by abolishing the duty on raw films, by having educational films 
or patriotic films produced or in aii}/ other w^ay that may suggest ilself 
to the Select Comiailtee Sir, I support llie moUon. 

Mr. M. GMasiiddin (Punjab : Landholders) : Sir, I wish to draw 
the attention of the House to Ihe fact that no good can come out of this 
measure unless a radical change is made in the type of persons ^vho are 
to be appointed as film cense ‘'s How will anybody feel if a blind man 
were made a judge of art, or a deaf person a judge of music or a 
teetotaller vere made a wine taster in a hotel ^ At present iLe only 
qualification whicli is required of a man to be appointed as a film censor 
is 'Jja, he sin mid have ultra-puritanical views and so we see some of the 
best pictures being slaughtered because the peisous so appointed have 
no sense of art I can illiislratv. my point hy quo(ing what hapoeiied 
V ‘ry recently in Lahore. A picture called The Private Life of 
Henry the Eigliih wliich was exlubitod both in ximerica and in England 
and to which the critics of I'-oth countries gave vei’y fine certificates was 
censored because they thought It would bring hatred and contempt on 
the English race here. It was shown in London where it was a greats 
success and I suppose there are a few English people in London It did 
not hurt any of their susceutibilities ; yer it was thought that tins picture 
W’ould bring into haired nml eontenipi the Eipdish people over hero. On 
the other hand, picture,'- which show Asiatics oS villains and Englishmen 
as heroes and in which Asiatics are depif^ted in tlie worst colours are freely 
exhibited willioiii any restraint So 1 vish In submit that, befoi'c this 
Bill is passed into law, the Releei Coupoitiee urpld see that iirovisioiis 
are made to remove these def^^els 

Mr Lalcliand Mavalrai (Sind . Nou-Muluimmadan Rural) . Sir, I 
feel much concerned with this Bill. Having taken some interest in this 
matter, I found that there are some matters which must be attended to by 
Govenunerit. On account of that I had comniunications -with the Home 
Member and I drew his attention to the fact tliat in this Bill lor in some 
other Bill provision should be made to checkmate the ])roduetioii of pictures 
in India which are quietly photograpliod here and taken to the 
oilier countries, developed there and exhibited to the detriment of Indian 
peo|)le. On that point T bed seme correspondence with the Home Member 
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and the House knows that at the last Sessioii in Delhi two insTauefts wei-e 
brought before the House to shov' how atieiupts are being made in that 
direction by showing such films in countries outside India I also .sug- 
gested some remedy for that purjoose but as the Home Member then .stated 
that he would look into the question we waited to see what he would 
actually do in that respect I hope I have made clear to the House what 
I mean Some people come over here from America and other place.s and 
take incorrect pictures here of things which do not sometimes even exist. 
Thus many things manipulated ai-e to the detriment of the Indian ] ample 
and the country of India. These people take such photographs round to 
America and other places and exliibit them there : this is a thing that 
must be stopped with a strong hand, and for that purpose I hope 
that some method will be found out hy the Government to cheek it The 
last reply that I got from the Honourable Member showed his syiu]»athy : 
it also showed that he had at his heart the question of .safeguarding the 
iiitere.sts of India in that direction, but he was not able to find out any 
remedy. He asked : “ How can we prevent it ? There are secret wa^^'s 
of _ photographing and taking away these films.” But I .submit tliat in 
this matter if the Government have vision they will certainly find a way 
out It camiot be that a mischief like this cannot he prevented . Goivern- 
ment have got their own G. T. D. and their inspecting and oilier staff to 
find out whether things are being done illegally or not At the customs 
ofliees and. at the ports, inspections are always going on and so much 
money is being spent on inspectors’ salaries and other precautions, and 
I am sorry to say that I get this reply. However, I do not despair— 
I never despair — and I hope the Government will think over this question 
and the Select Committee will give attention to this question and arinve 
at some method hy which this evil could he checked. 

Now, coming tO' the Bill itself, there are two motions before the 
House : one is to take the Bill into consideration and the other is to refer 
it to a Select Committee : and I think the Home Member has been wise in 
accepting' the motion to refer it to a Select Committee. There is no. doubt 
that it is not a contentions Bill ; it is also not objectionable if the pro- 
visions are worked properly, I would here submit that the original Cine- 
matograph Act has not been worked properly, as wa.s pointed out by 
Dr. Deshmukh : it is left in the hands of the District Magistrates, a.s so 
many other things are left in their hands : in many instanoe.s European 
District Magistrates do not know oar customs and manners, our feelings 
and our tastes, and they give permission toi show pictures, judging from 
the .staiidaid of their own country. I say the Censoi* Board should be 
constituted in such a inanucr that it .should consist of Indian experts 
jointly though nith European experts, of persons who feel themselves 
respomsible to the people and who consult the views of the pulilie and 
find out what is good and what is bad. 


_ So far as the tlirowing out of the Bill is concerned, 1 am sorry I cannot 
.10111 hands witli my friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa. He has put his case very 
does he know that the Cinematograph Act exists today and that 
this Bill is only supplementary to it, adding one or two sections to it « 
If It IS suggested that the original Act itself should go off and that there 
should he no legi.sHtion m this matter at all, I for myself would not 
agree to it at all. Therefore, to reject this Bill will not achieve the object 
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in view. Our destinies and the destinies of tlie British have been mixed 
together and we cannot avoid their joining us in passing legislation for 
safeguarding this country and theirs In this matter, howevei', the sense 
of morality itself is different, and I cannot agree with my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Cliandiiury, that any picture which is good in 
America is good here. In fact, I do not think his own community will 
accept what he says here : 1 do not know where he got thoise ideas from. 
Is it Koranic law which tells iiim that an obscene picture should be 
accepted in thi,s country ? (Interruption.) My friend is still young and 
he will revise his views later on : I know from my experience of him of 
so many years that he is open lo correction and is not incorrigible. 
(Laughter f) I have seen the world and I can form my own judgment. . . . 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (Presidency Division : Non-Muham- 
madan Kurai) : Are you within the 90 per cent, or -within the 10 per cent, 
category of Mr. Sri Ih'akasa '' 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : As I say I do not agree with those wdio 
3 p think that this Bill should be tliroivn out I do not also. 

agree with those who say that what is good for America 
or for the British people is good for India. I say ive must have a good 
body of censors in India. Borne people say we must do away with cinemas 
altogether . if you can have Congress rule you can certainly do it : but at 
present it is no use saying those things. What 1 say and emphatically say 
is that pxTcautions must be ado|)ted for proper censorship before the Bill 
pas-^es out of the Select Committee. The Committee should consider all 
these views. If no provisions are to be made and no precautions taken to 
get a better Board of Censors, then it is no use having tins legislation. 1 
think this side of the House is agreed that the censorship now is not 
impartial or good Now if you w^ant to censor films but you do not want 
to censor posters and advertisements it will be an anomaly. It is said 
there is uo such law in England ; true, but even the Royal Cinematograph 
CoiTUtiission, considering the condition in India, recommended it 
for India. I think they have sense enough, in fact they have 
more sense than some of us have here. My Honourable friend 
opposite asked how to meet the differences of opinion as to the 
kind of posters and pictures ^ Are there not differences of 
opinion m this House ^ How are such differences got over ■ Such differ- 
ences of opinion are got over by’' a majorityu Have a useful Board of 
Censors, and if by^ a majority they" consider that a certain film or poster is 
harmless, you can pass it, but if it is considered objectionable by" the 
majority", certainly" don’t pass it Therefore, I say" that this is only a 
sirppIenientar.Y Bill, and so all necessary precautions and >safeguards should 
be taken lo see that the Act itself is also worked properly We know in 
India henv Bills w^heii they become an Act are worked, how their provisions 
are cari-ied out in practice The whole measure is considered very nice 
by this House and it becomes an Act, and when it is sent out, how does the 
Executive work it ‘i’ They try" to whittle down everything and then tell 
you that it is w'’orking very w-ell. All I want to say js this. When the 
Bill comes out of the Select Committee and again comes before this House 
if necessary precautions are not taken or if certain provisions are not 
embodied in it as safeguards. T for one would ask the whole House to throw 
it out 
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Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras ceded Districts and 
Chittoor : Non-Muliammadan E^ural) . Sir, I wish, to say a few words in 
respect this Bill. Some of ns on this side are sharply divided on this 
Bill according to their age. Persons as they grow old find ohjectioudble 
matter in everything. I would say, Sir, that this Amending Bill is not 
necessary Instead of making the original Bill more and more useful so 
that belter films may be produced, and the industry as a wduole is 
cneou)\ageci 5 every kind of obstacle is sought to be placed ni the way of 
the further progress of this film industry. Kecently, Sir, in an exhibition 
'which opened by Sir M. Vishweshwarayya, he explained how this 
industry is full of promise for the future and what great potentialities it 
lias befoi^e it. Persons of various professions are engaged in this Indus- 
try,- -artists, play-vTights, photographers and engineers find occupation in 
this industry. Again and again resolutions have been passed and repre- 
sentations; have been made to the Government tliat raw films brought into 
this countm might be let off easily without charging a heavy import duty. 
Pai’ from taking aclioii in the direction suggested by the public, unfortu- 
nately evcr^' kind of stringent measure is sought 10' be adopted Vvith a view io 
kill tins iiiiant industry. I would submit that if the original film itself 
cannot be exhiluted without its passing through a Board of Censors, there 
is no need putting before tlial Board the advertising matter also relating 
to that film WhatevcT the advertisement may be, a person lakes the 
trouble r,f adveriidnsg: a film only for the ]5urpO"io of exhibiting that tilni. 
If tile film is likely to l-e censored, the advertiser will not be fooksli enough 
to send lip posters as a huge eosi to adveiii^^G his film, and if it is to be 
exliilnlocl, there is absolutely aorning olijec doiiable m allowing pif torial 
repri^.seiiiations thereof to go in advance. Already the film producers are 
put to an enormous cost by way of f(‘es for inspection and they have made 
various representations to Government from time to time. Under the Act, 
50 per cent, of those who are noiainated on the Board of Cgiiso’*s are 
officials and the otlier 50 per cent are non-officials Views are changing 
everyday regarding decency, and they are naturally different in different 
coiinlrms. Eecently, an M L. A was found 1o he an obnoxious being, not 
a fil person to be admitted to society, because he had not put on western 
costume. We do not know where ibis will end A kind of dress that Is 
usually adopted in one country may be objected to by persons in another 
country. I wmuld, therefore, say that if select persons of the type 
who recently sough 1 to avoid or exclude nn Honourable Member of this 
TTou.se from a club, if sn^h uersou.'*^ are nut on the Board of Censors, we 
do no1 know if this industry will be allowed to flourish in this country at 
all. AVe are trying to be too sensitive in this matter. 

Witli regard to sending advertising matter before the Board of 
Censors. I wmuld say tlmro 1% absobttely no need for it. it, is nol neec'^-sary 
and it puts the film producers to a v*^rv great expense 

Then, Rir, as regards dm restrictions In these days, we are trying to 
empoAV'^e ihe Government A\utb explain poAvers Ai^hieh can be used adversely 
to ilte interests of this conutry. Dandi March ’’ and similar films wdiieh 
are (exhibited in otlmr countries are not allowed to be exhibited in this 
countiy. This Amending Bill cloe.'ii not restrict the pictorial advertise- 
ments to obscene pictures or pictorial adimrtisements alone. Anything on 
political grounds can be tabooed. You are placing once again too much 
power in the hands of the Board of Censors, 50 per cent, of ivhich is 
nomiimtfkl by Government. Anything, however, useful to this country, 
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can be tabooed by the Board of Censors. I would, therefore, request 
Honourable Members of this House to consider whether it is desirable 
to place much more power than already exists in the hands of the Board 
of Censors over whose nomination or appointment this House has 
absolutely no control. 

Then, even after a film is produced and exhibited, there is the District 
Magistrate or the local Superintendent of PoJice to throttle it, who says 
that even if the film has passed through Die fire, even if it has been passed 
by the Beard of Censors, it is objectionable so far as a small place is con- 
cerned, as if the morals contained in a picture exhibited in a small place 
diifer Iran the morals in the presidency headquarters, so that films which 
are i)assed by a Board of Censors as tit for a big place become absolutely 
objeeiioiiabie to a small place That is how at any stage a film v/hicJi is 
produced at an enormous cost is likel^^ to be banned. Under these circuru- 
stances I suggest that this is not a measure 'which should receive support 
froiii lliis side of the House However, as my friend has moved for refer- 
er.ce to a Select Coiimiitlee, I suggest that sufficient precautions should ])e 
taken m the Select Committed", at least wjth respect to this portion oL* Lite 
Ameijdiug Bill, to see that the Board of Censors consist of some representa- 
tives vtho will be free from bias or who would not be absolutely under the 
ill limb of the Government 

Fartiier, Sir, I 'would say that it is just and proper that film pro- 
duce! s slioald have adequate represented i on on such Board of Censors. 
No doubt, this would mean a modificatioii of the ougiiml Bill itself, but 
ai leo.L with respect to this portion, — ^the preamble not having been morli- 
fied, — a1 the Select CViinmitlee stage ne(‘essary amendments should be made 
so that .'luiable prov mous liiay be incoi rjonded in the Bill in older to give 
proper it*preseuiaiioii to 1he film producers as also to ihe non-offieial public 
on the Beard to ensure that proper films ere not unnecessarily tabooed 

Then, as regards the difficulty which my friend, Mr, Lalchand Navalroi, 
raised, that films produced in this country are taken surreptitiously to 
other eounlries where we are made a laughing slock, he was at pains to 
find out a remedy, and it appears that in spite of repeated represenlalions 
the Government also expressed its inability to remedy this evil I would 
raiggest that there ought to be an International convention that ucxless a 
film is certified m the place of its origin, it ought not to be alloived to be 
exhibih d in another country. Such a convention is not hard to get, because 
if other countries do not accept that convention, it is easy for us to exhibit 
in our country films depicting damaging things about those countries. 
Therefore all countries should be interested in bringing about that conven- 
iion if it is possible Of course, this may be a matter foreign to the scope 
of the present Bill and of the Select Committee, but I -would suggest that 
the Honourable the Mover might bring the Bill in a modified form so that 
it ma}' do more justice to the industry and the public at large You will 
not prevent books, you may prevent these films and advertisements. ] w’as 
really surprised when I went through the posters collected and kept in the 
Libraiy. I did not find much of objectionable material therein, and I 
wonder iiov they should take objection to this when we find exhibited in 
p^rery railway station nude pictures in journals of the nude society and 
sun bathing journals containing pictures of nude sun bathers. I do 
not knotv if the Government or Ihe Honourable Member have ever seen those 
pictures. Here at least there is an attempt to cover up the coverable 
portions, but in those pictures there is absolutely no attempt to do so. 
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We are anfortunately in a position in this country where we have not got 
the iiieaiis to cover both the waist and the upper portion of the body, and 
a sun bath is absolutely unnecessary in those circumstances. I find that 
there is no censorship in the ease of the nude cult and sun bathing 
societies. You do not prohibit that, and still you try to prohibit this 
branch of industry in this country when it has not yet been able to raise 
its head. It is full of promise and, therefore, let us not be too careful and 
meticulous about this and kill the industry even in its infancy. I just want 
to say one word more. My Honourable friend, Llr. Sri Prakasa, being 
quite young I thought that he vrould feel like a young man. But he seems 
to be a puriian from his birth. He, incidentally, said that 90 per cent, of 
our people do not know what it is to kiss. I hope that he confines his 
objection to kissing in public. (Laughter.) 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik ; Most of the speeches delivered 
by objectors to this Bill have dealt with the censoring, not of posters, but 
of films, and that !s a subject with which the Bill does not deal in any 
way whatever. The Bill is wholly confined to a proposal that pictorial 
posters should be pre-censored. One or two objections have been taken 
on the ground tliat the Bill would prove a serious obstacle to the film 
producing or film exlnbitiiig industry, and the Honourable gentleman 
opposiie said that if the films themselves have to be censored, wliat is the 
point ill censoring t]ie advertisements which are merely a pa3't of the 
film. Tlial is not, strictly speaking, accurate. Advertisements very often 
repi^^sent scenes lliai are not actually in the films themselves. 1 imagine 
that most of the p«*i!*tienlarly objeetionablo advertisements are of that 
description. Purllier, it was said that the Bill would put additional 
expense oil the industiy. But there is no proposal that any additional 
fee should be chifipvrl in the censoring of advertisements. Tt is merely 
proposed that the aclve.vtisemenls should be sliown to the Board of Censors 
at the sain^' time as tli^' films to which they refer. Honestly I do not think 
that it would really involve any additional expense or hindrance to the 
development of the trade. However, that is a matter that can raid will 
eerUunlv bf goia-* into if the Select Committee is appointed. 

My Honourable fiiend, Mr. Lalcliand Navalrai, introduced quite a 
different subject when he referred to the correspondence which he recently 
had with myself about films manufactured in India. He asiiod me, so 
far as I recollect the correspondence, — I have not seen it recently — he 
asked me whether there was not some way in which films manufactured 
in India could be censored before they were taken out of the country. 
But I ara afraid that is not practicable because a staff of photographers 
com«e out here and take photographs, but they do not develop tiiem in 
tills country and it is impossible to show them to the censor or to any one 
else, even if we were aware, as we cannot always be, where they v/ere being 
made and v^hen they were being taken out of the country. 

Mr. Lalchamd Navalrai : The Honourable Member will excuse me if 
I interrupt him. Jly point was wlietlier the Government could not have 
means to find out vJien the productions are secretly made and taken out 
of the country. My corrrespondence will show that. 

Tim Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I am sorry I cannot hear the 
Honourable Member. I will be glad to discuss this subject mih him and 
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to show iiiiD what the practical difficulties in the way of his suggestion 
^re. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : My Honourable friend said that v/hen they 
are secretly made and taken out they could not be censored. l\ry point 
was, and I have explained it today in my speech, that those pictures are 
secretly made and taken out of India, and some method should be devised 
to see that this does not happen. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I had better have a discussion 
with the Honourable Member outside the House ; if he can make any prac- 
ticable suggestion I will only be too glad to consider it. But it is veiy 
clifficulf to discuss it on the door of this House by way of question and 
answau*, and after all. it has nothing whatever to do with the Bill now 
under consideration. 

I tlrinlv I am right in saying that on the whole the House is sympa- 
thetic to the object of this Bill, and I trust that it will agree that it should 
be further considei‘<\l either by Select Committee or by a Committee 
of the whole House, I do not really mind which. I do not think that the 
views expressed by Ihe Honourable Member from Benares, which seemed 
to be of a very pessimistic nature, really reflect any large body of opinion 
eilh'^r in this House cr in the country. The Honourable Member dislikes 
films altogcihcr. He dislikes cinema houses, he dislikes kissing, he dis- 
lilces Govoniiiient, lie dislikes me. ... (Laughter.) 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : He is opposed to kissing in public, and not 
in bed. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : He dislikes nearly everything. 
When the Honourable Member 'was speaking, to me he seemed to have 
the outlook of a gouly, pessimistic old gentleman of 85, and I suggest that 
he slioidd try to model his outlook on life slightly more closely on the 
lines of the briglit young gentleman sitting straight in front of him. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Before the 
amendment is put, the Chair would mention to the House that the Mover 
of the amendment ^\"ants to add the name of Babu Baijnatli Bajoria ta 
the personnel of tlio Select Committee. The question is : 

That the name of Babu Baijnath Bajoria be added to the Select Committee.^”' 

The motion 'was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The ques- 
tion is : 

“ That the Bill be referred to a. Select Committee, consisting of Dr. G. V- 
Deshmiikh, Seth Govind Das, Mr. Samuel Aaron, Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya, 
Mr. Muhammad Nauman, Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait, Sir Ghulam Hussain. 
Hidayatallah, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuzuavi, Mr. J. Ramsay Scott, Mr. Pradyumna 
Prashad Singh, the Honourable the Home Member, Rao Bahadur M. C. Bajah, 
Mr. A. S. Hands, Babu Baijnath Bajoria, and the Mover, and that the number of 
Members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee 
shall be six. 

The motion was adopted. 



. TOE ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILL, 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, 
Health and Lands) : Sir, I beg to move : 

‘‘ That the Bill further to amend the Aligarh Muslim University Act, 1920, 
for a certain purpose, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into considera- 
tion. ^ ’ 

This is a very simple measure, Sir, and I hope that it will prove to be 
iion-controversial. 'Towards the end of April, 1934, the Court of the 
Aligarh Muslim l,ni^e^slty decided to recommend to the Governor General 
in Council through the Board of Visitors that the Aligarh Muslim Uni- 
versity Act should be amended so as to abolish the post of Bro-Viee- 
Clianeeiior They made that recommendation in pursuance of a recom- 
memla ion of a retreudmient committee which had been appointed earlier 
suggesling tliat the post of Pro-Vice-Chancclior be abolished as a measure 
of economy. The Board of Visitors, Sir, forwarded the recommendation 
of the Courl to the Governor General in Council but with a moduleation 
that, iiiRtead of abolishing the post, the power shall be left to the Court 
eitiier to keep t]>c a])])Ointment or to abolish the appointment. Their point 
of view, and that is also the point of view of the Government of India, is 
that in ease of a growing institution like the Aligarh Muslim Univer- 
sity it m impossible to anticipate when circumstances may arise when the 
appoininient of a Bro-Vice-Cliancellor be necessary After all there 
is tii'‘ sister university of Benares. Tlie Act which constituted diet Uni- 
cersily made the appointment of Pro-Vice-Cliancellor there obligatory and 
from all that 1 liave heard from the Vice-Chancellor and from others the 
bmaiiess of the University has been so presgiag--end the fiinetions of the 
Uiee-Chancellor especially in an ambassaSmdal capacity ^ 434v^i/f)een so 
varied lha! they Ikac persistently felt the need of keeping the post of 
Pro-Vire-C^iancellor filled What we felt was that rather than adopt the 
rLstrietive recommendation of the Court, because if would be a restrictive 
reeommmidation if the Court were deprived of the liberty to fill the post of 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor later on if necessary, we should so amend the Act 
as to leave the Court free to appoint a Pro-Vice-Chaneellor when cir- 
cumstances required il and to abolish that when circumstances recom- 
meiided iliat paiCenlar course. Tiual is the amenrlinent which was made 
by the Bill as passed by the Council of State and that is the amendment, 
Sir, to whicdi we now seek the support of this House. Sir, I move 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion moved : 

‘ ‘ Tbut the Bill iurther to amend the Aligarh Muslim University Act, 1920, 
for a certain purpose, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into considera- 
tion. ’ ^ 

Thert^ is an auicndment of which notice has been given. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali (Cities of the United Provinces : Muham- 
madan Urban) : I beg to propose an amendment to the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That is to the 
second clause. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : My amendment would read thus 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Ciau^^e 2 is n(»t 
yet bef'>rj' the House. 
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Mr. Mnlianmmd Yamin Kbm (Agra Division : Muhammadan 
Rural) . We have received no notice. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The amendment 
of which notice has been given by Maulana Shaukat Ali is only relating 
to clause 2. That is not before the House This is the motion for con- 
sideration 

Mr Muhammad Yamin Khan • We have received no copy of the 
amendment 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That will be 
dealt Willi when the time comes. 

The question is : 

That the Bill further to amend the Aligarh Muslim University Act, 1920, 
for a certain purpose, as passed Ly the Council of 8tatc, be taken into considera- 
tion ’ ’ 

The motion vas adopted. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • The ({nesdon is: 

That clause 2 stand part of the Bill.’^ 

Notice of an amendment has been given by Maulana Shaukat Ali. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisjons : Muham- 
madan Rural) : 1 rise to a point of order. Is this amendment in order 
according to Order 46, sub-section (1) ? Notice has not been given 
within the prescribed time, and, therefore, it cannot be moved, 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim) : Does the 
Honourable Aleuiber want to move his amendment ^ 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : Yes, my amendment would read thus : 

In clause 2 of the Bil), for the proposed section 41, the following be substituted : 

* The office of the Pro- Vice-Chancellor shall be abolished \ 

This was the recommendation made by the Court of the University. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : May I raise the point of order at this stage? 
My submission is tliat under Order 46, sub-section (i) notice ought 1o have 
been given two days ( arlier, and, as that rule has not been complied with, 
the amendment cannot be taken up at this moment. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Wh(m was the 
notice given 

Maulana Shaukat Ali • I admit that I gave notice of this motion 
only a fetv hours ago. I am; ver}^- sorry for this mistake, because I arn a 
new Memlier and I have been busy arranging about my aceommodallon 
and other things. If you allow my amendment, it will be more acceptable 
to the Muslim community. You, Sir, can use your power in my favour, 
Government can use tlieir power to help me But if that po’wer (‘aiinot 
be used, then I accept the position, 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim; : The Chair 
would rule this amendment out of order. Objection has been taken tliat 
notice was not given in time, and no justification has been made out for 
not giving the notice in time. 

The (|uestion is * 

That clause 2 stand part of the BiU.^’ 

Maulana Sliaukat Ali : Then I want to oppose this Bill I have my 
reasons for opposing it. If my amendment could have been accepted, I 

LiesiiAB G 
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am sure that it would have beeu in the best interests, not only of the Gov- 
ernment, but also of lire Muslim community and of Aligarh. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I should like to suggest to my Honour- 
able friend that his opposition would be more appropriate at the stage 
when I move that the Bill be passed, and not at this stage. 

Mr. President (Tbe Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
would like to hear wiiat the Honourable Member has got to say 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : Sir, I see it is very easy to try to thwart an 
honest motion. I v/aiit to put up a straightforward and honest hght If 
every obstacle,- legal or otherwise, that is put in front of me, aii I (Uii 
say today is that I will be able to meet it when I make a careful study 
of the rules and leguiations of this House. Today, however, on this 
matter, I must ask the indulgence of the House to give me a patient 
hearing. I am an Aligarh boy. (Laughter.) {A Voice : Boy 
Yes, 1 am an Aligarh boy, and am proud of it. I am very much younger 
at heart than the youngest man in this House I know Aligarh well ; 
I lia\c worked f(>r it ; and even my wor>st enemy cannot say that many 
more people love Aligarh better than myself or better than my late 
brotlier did to the collection of funds for the Muslim University. I 
de\o1ed myself, and I gave up Government service and took part in 
malviiig its constitution. We took our full share and vfe took the gueatcst 
interest ahvays in eAcry aspect of life of the Aligarh University. Novv, I 
want to tell you, Sir, and through you, the House, that the reason on 
account of which feelings were strained between the Government and the 
Muslim people, so much so that men like me and others became rebels ana 
outlaws, was on account of Government’s constant interference in the 
interna] aifairs of Aligarh dearly loved by all. It has always been our 
plea that Vv^e j^Iuslims were entirely responsible for the working ol the 
eonsUtiition. Tlte greai founder from the very beginning laid stress on 
the point that nobody should be a Trustee except a Muslim. On account 
of our feelings of i-e-^-entment against the Government inter £pr(niee, wc 
became rebels and ouliaws We, Muslims, know how to look aftCi* our 
own interests and resent others interfering in matters concerning our- 
seh’cs We h.ave got enough capable men in our University Court, and 
wo are perfectly alive to the best interests of the University, 

Mr. President ("The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
lias heard tiie Honourable Member’s preliminary remarks, and it thinks 
tiie Honourable i'dember must now address himself to the' clause. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : I want to show why the University Court 
unanimously recommended to the Government 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Not unanimously, by a majority of iwo or 
three. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : I am talking of April. 1934 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Then also. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : The Yice-Chancellor, Sir Ross Maswood 
realising the position, proposed and the Court accepted it, that tbe post 
of tlte ProAHeed Taueellor should be abolished. And the Pro-Viee- 
Chanecdior himself, vdio was an English gentleman and for whom we 
have the greatest respect, said with emphasis that this post was not really 
needed ; that it has caused and will cause friction and differences and 
lutngoes. When you have got a whole-time Vice-Chancellor,— there was 
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no need for the post of the Pro-Yice-Chancellor carrying nearly Es 4,000 a 
month. Everybody connected with the University work accepted it. The 
Academic Council, consisting of responsible members of the staff, unani- 
mously accepted it, and the gentleman concerned himself, Mr. Eansbotliam, 
in the interests of truth, efficiency and smooth-working, said that the 
post was not needed and should be abolished. Then came a communica- 
tion after April, 1934, to the Government of India, giving the considered 
decision of all these people w^'ho -were intimately connected with 
the University. No answer was given nor any notice taken of this 
recommendation There were reminders sent also but to no effect and 
I would veiy much like the Honourable Member in charge to lay on the 
table of the House all the correspondence that passed after the University 
had asked for the amendment of the Muslim University Bill, so tliat ihe 
House may be able to ^udge and form an opmion whether the recoixi- 
inendation of the unanimoiis Court was righL or vcrong or whether the 
Government Department concerned had treated them vith due respect 
Sir, all I want is that there should be no corruption, there should he no 
jobbery in our University organiration. I know there had been corrup- 
tion, there had been jobbery which w^e wanted to stop 

Here 1 liave goi a report in my hand wdiicli very few gendomen ni 
this House have seen. There wan a Viee-ChaneeJlor, of the 
Sahabzada Aftah Ahmed Khan, — a man who had devoted ad lus life to 
the cause of Aligarh, and then there tvas a Pro-Vice-Chancelior, ilie 
quarrels sldried between the Pro-Vice-Chaneellor and the Yieo-Clisncclkn*, 
which ruined the work of our Um\ersity. There was indiseipline, and 
every rule and reputation of the University was broken to further paity 
politics, so much so that there tvere complaints and scandalous tiiiarrels all 
round and it was openly said that money was wasted and salaries increased, 
in favour of partisans, vrhile others got into trouble because they could not 
belong to a certain party and because the Pro-Yice-Chancelloi* thought 
that he should control and have power and they fought and the University 
suffered JSahabzada Aftab Ahmad Khan, the Yice-Ciiaiicelior, is dead, 
but Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, the then Pro-Yice-Chancellor, is here and he 
will bear me out that there was constant friction and open quarrels. 
This scandalous condition got so bad that the Government officials com- 
plained. After consultation between Eector Lord Irwin and Her 
Highness the Begum of Bhopal, the Chancellor, an impartial commission 
was a])pomtcd. 3*here were no Congress people on it nor JInslim 
Nationalists \rere on it The Commission had as President Sir Ibrahim 
Ealiimtoola. He was formerly an Executive Councillor of tlie Bombay 
Government. Later on he became the President of the Legislative Conn- 
cil of Bombay, and still later he occupied the Chair that you, Sir, now 
oecuiy, and on that Commission were Sir Philip Hartog, the educational 
expert, and also Sir George Anderson, now Educational Commissioner 
with the Government of India — ^men responsible. 

Mr. President ^The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : How is that 
relevant to this clause ? 

Maulana Shaiikat Ali : Because I want to tell you tlrnt the Com- 
missioners had to look in the quarrels between the Pro-Yiee-Cbaucellor and 
the Vice-Chancellor. Sir, there is a Persian proverb : 

Deh Darwesh der gahmey 'ba IcJiiispandj 

Do Padshah der aqUmey na gunjandP^ 


o2 
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That is ‘‘ ten Faqirs can sleep under one hlanliet but two Sultans 
cannot be accommodated in a big Empire '' Sir, I want to warn my 
Hononrable friend of the danger and that we want to close the door for 
corruption. Any partisan can come forward with canvassed votes to 
have someone of his party as Pro-Yice-Chancellor to pull down the Vice- 
Chancellor, I hope, Dr. Ziauddin will have no objection to it because 
he will have no rival to interfere with his work ; he alone would be 
responsible for the good work or the bad work, that had been done. ^ There 
would be no constant friction and I want to shut the door to all intrigue, — 
and this impartial and powerful commission’s report supports me m e^’ery- 
thing I have said. I do not want to read it all out, there is no time for it, 
bat I do say that the Bill should be dropped now, and later on, say in the 
next Delhi Session it may be taken up, after consulting the Muslim public. 
This is my position. The recommendation of the Commission was that 
Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad should be made to retire and give up his Aligarh 
connection. He left Aligarh and after seven years he is brought back 
again by means of a miserable intrigue staxded in Delhi. I want to tell 
the Government in clear terms, as far as Aligarh is concerned, it is very 
clear to me. This Muslim University is very important, and is our future 
hope, I do not want that the Government of India should interfere and 
be connected with any underhand intrigue to rob it of its independent 
character. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Sir, it is a matter of good fortune 
that I am present in this House today when this Bill comes here after 
my having seen this Bill through in the Council of State (Hear, hear.} 
Sir, I am one of the few members of the Court of the Muslim University 
who are the Members of this House also. I am not going to traverse all 
the ground which has been covered by my friend, Maulana Shaukat Ali. 
I do not want to say what were the causes which made him a rebel or an 
outlaw Or how he came over to the other side, as he himself has expressed 
Ill's feelings The question for me is what is the opinion of the Court of 
the Muslim University and how far has Government acted according to 
the wishes of that Court. 

The Court considered this matter in April, 1934, when Sir Syed Ros^s 
Masood was the Vice-Chancellor and at that time there were certain per- 
suasions made by him and there was something in the minds of the members 
of the Court which led them hurriedly to accept the recommendation 
that the post of the Pro-Viee-Chancellor be abolished. But when this 
proposition came again before the Court on November 25th, 1934, the 
members of the (!our1, who were not present m the meeting of April, 1934, 
and who now became aware of the previous decision, challenged that deci- 
sion pd they came in full strength in November, 1934, to reconsider that 
decision. At that time the decision of sticking to the former resolution 
of the Court was decided by 42 votes against 38, This was a very close 
division and, as the Honourable hlembers of this House are aware, this 
agitated the whole Muslim public in India. Members of the Court came 
from all parts of India, such as Hyderabad, Madras, Peshawar, Assam and 
other far distant places in the country simply to give expression to their 
views. The members voted in favour of the old decision simply because 
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some of them did not lilie to go back on their former decision. I was 
present throughout and I know that the opinion was closely divided. The 
chief thing that prevailed in the mind of the people who had voted on the 
side of 42 was this that as they had taken a decision only a few months 
back, they did not like to change it. There was other side also and 
members who were absent in the first meeting thought that they must 
hold that that decision was wrong and they must revise it. Besides, on 
the side of 38 votes there were people who had been subscribing greatly 
towards the funds of the Muslim fjniversity. Therefore, although they 
were m the minority by four votes only, their views certainly carried 
great weight This opinion was forwarded to the Government of India 
and I think the Government of Jndi>a could not find a better solution than 
to say that the}?- left the matter entirely to the Court. Sir, up to this 
time it has been obligatory under the Act to have a Pro-Vice-Chancellor. 
That ])ost must be filledi and[ aiusl eoiitinu^^ Vlhon the decision came up, 
however, by a slight majority, it was the duty of the Government of India 
to leave it aside and to give an option to the future Courts not to be 
bound by a slight majority but to revise it whenever they thought hi. 
Therefore the Government of India gave this power to the Court of the 
Muslim University by providing that in future the Court may fill up the 
post of the Pro-Vice-Chancellor or not as it thought fit I think this is 
the best solution which the Government of India could come to and it was 
unanimously accepted by the Council of State. I hope that under the 
circumstances this House will not go beyond this because if the views of 
Maulana Shaukat Ali are accepted, they would be having the views of one 
party only which voted once in the strength of 42 But if the House 
accepts the proposal as contained in the Bill, then it will he giving an 
option to the members of the Court to have the Pro-Vice-Chancellor or 
not to have the Pro-Vice-Chancellor as they deem fit in the future If 
we get a Vice-Chancellor who can run tins show properly, we will cer- 
tainly not require a Pro-Viee-Cliancellor But if we find ourselves in 
some' difficulty in future when we have to keep a Vice-Chancellor who 
cannot perform the duties of the Pro-Vice-Chancellor as detailed in the 
Muslim University Act, then cei’tainly the Court must have an option to 
appoint a Pro-Vice-Chancellor also and that is the only thing on which 
we, the members of the Court, would like to have the vote of this House. 
We will ask the House to vote simply giving an option to the future 
Courts of the Muslim TTniversity and not be led by tlm washing of the 
dirty linen which the Maulana has done in this House 

Maulana. Shaukat Ali : I object to the use of that expression. 
Where can I get redress for this party intrigue ^ I say abolish the post 
of the Pro-Vice-Chancellor. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : I Iniow, Sir, that my friend, ilaulana 
Shaukat Ali, has got a very excitable temper and I never meant any 
offence to him. What I meant to say was that the House should not be 
led by an^ffliing of a controversial nature but be guided only by the desire 
of the Muslim community as a whole. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Sir, my Honourable friend, the Maulana, 
spoke with great feeling, and I have no doubt those feelings have been 
deeply stirred, but I shall be forgiven if I do not go into much of what he 
said for the very simple reason that I submit and I submit that without 
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any idea of giving Mm offence that much of what he said really is not 
relevant to the consideration of this clause at all. ^ He said a gieat ea 
about the Raliimatulla Committee The only point with wmch I am 
concerned here and with w^hieh the House is concerned today is wiietiicr 
the Raliimatulla Committee had anyliiing to say on the suoject oi tiio 
abolition of the post of tiie Pro-Viee-Chancellor. The Kcduinatiilla Com- 
mittee is silent on that point. Then, Sir, my Honourable friend vent 
on to say that there was a great deal of effort made by the Government 
to interfere with the affairs of the University and he challenged^ me to 
produce the correspondence that passed between us and the University 
or ra tiler the Yiee-Chancelior on the subject of this particular amendment, 
because he suspected that, if that correspondence were produced, signs of 
this interference would be forthconmig. Now, Sir, as a matter of conveu- 
tion, we do not ordinarily place corresxoondence that passes between us 
aiifi other autonomous bodies on the table of the House, but 1 am quite 
prepared to show my Honourable friend, the Maiilana, the correspondence 
that has passed 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : May I interrupt the fionourable Member 
and say whether he is prepared to gNe me permission to expose the 
intrigue 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I do not give way. T am merely con- 
cerned with the point wliieh he m^ade and I say that I am prepared to 
show to the Maulana himself the correspondence that passed between us 
and the University on the subject of this amendment and he will, I am 
sure, be satisfied, being a fair-minded man, that there was absolutely no 
question of interference or intrigue in regard to that matter. 

Now, Sir, my IJonourablo friend might say that the amendment which 
we are undeidaking now will give the Government directly or indirectly 
authority 1o interfere with the Court May I draw your attention to sub- 
section (i) of section 20 of the Aligarh ituslim University Act 1 Sub- 
section (/) of section 20 says : 


The Pro-Vice-Clianeellor shall be appointed bv the Court. 

We are leaving to tlie Court the option to appoint the Pro-Vice- 
chancellor if they wisli to. We are equally leaving it to the Court not 
to appoint a Pro-Viee-Chancellor if they do not want to, I would further 
point out that, unlike the appoiiilment of the Vice-Chancellor, the approval 
of the Governor General in Council is not necessary to the appointment 
of a Pro- Vice-Chancellor, so that this matter is entirely within the juris- 
diction of the Court, and has neither directly nor indirectly anything to 
do with the jurisdiction of the Governor General in Council over the 
Umversdy That, Sir, disposes of the point which he made in regard to 
interference by the Governor General in Council. Then he did make a 
peat ]>oint of the decision taken by the Court in April, 1934, and he souo*ht 
to minimise the decisions of the Court taken in November 1934 Mav I 

Court was considering in 
April, 1934, was not so mueli the merits of option Yersus obligation to 
appoint a Pro-1 lee-Ohaneellor. What it was influenced by was the recom- 
mendation of the Retrenchment Committee to abolish the post of Pro- 
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Vice-Ciiancellor as a measure of economy. The amendment that we are 
proposing does not in any way fetter the discretionary power of the Court 
to abolish the posf: of Pro-Vice-Chaneellor whenever fney wish to. There 
is one further point wutli regard to Ihe meeting of the Court in November, 
1934 That meeting was not considering the question whether the power 
shall be optional or not. The resolution upon which the Court divided 
was this. I have got the terms of the resolution before me : 

“ I beg to propose that the post of Pio-Yice-Ciiencellor should not be abolished 
and steps should be taken to appoint a Pro-Vice-Ohancellor as soon as possible 

That, Sir, was what the Court divided upon and not the question whether 
the Governor General in Council would be acting rightly in leaving discre- 
tion to the Court instead of statutorily abolishing the post of Pro-Vice- 
Chaneelior. 

Maulana Shaukat All : Who proposed this resolution ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : It was proposed by Khwaia aNizamud- 

din. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali ; There you are. That makes all the differ- 
ence. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : That was the decision taken by the 
Court I think, Sir, tiiat is all I have got to say in answer to the large 
number of charges made of an attempt on the part of the Government to 
interfere with the discretion of the CouiT I submit that this particular 
amendment instead of restricting the power of the Court actually enlarges 
the power of the Court and is in the best interests of the University. 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

‘‘ That edause 2 stand part of the Bill.” 

The motion was adopted 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

** That clause 1 stand part of the Bill.” 

The motion was adopted. 

CUause 1 was added to the Bill 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

That the Title and the Preamble stand part of the Bill ” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Sir, I beg to move : 

‘ ‘ That the Biif as passed by the Council of State, be passed ^ ' 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahmi) *. The question 
is : 

That the Bill, as passed by the Council of State, be passed ” 

Sir Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Muham- 
madan Rural) : Mr. President, I have also the honour of being an old boy 
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of Aligark. I liave also been a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
M. A 0 College, Aligarh, since 1913 I am also one of the loundaiion 
members of the Aligarh Muslim University. I was also a member ot the 
Committee which drafted the constitution of the Muslim Univ^sity. I am 
also one of those lovers of my dear alma mater who ran away from Morad- 
abad to Aligarh in 1920 when a horde of rebels went to Aligarh to destroy 
our mother University and wanted also to set fire to the buildings that 
were in existence. Therefore, I can claim as much love for my alma mater 
as anybodv else in this House. Sir, I am very sorry, extremely sorry 
indeed, that a little heat has been inUoduced in this purely non-contro- 
versial Bill. It is not right to say that a particu],ar gentleman alone has 
the right to speak in the name of Muslims .... 

Maulana Shaiikat All : As if a Knight has the right to speak in the 
name of the Mussalmans even when he does not know the subject and even 
when he has done no service for the community 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : I do not wish to wash dirty linen in the 
public. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : They ought to be washed in the public if 
the}^ are dirty and deserved to be cleaned. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : I am afraid that Mr. Shaukat Ali has pro- 
voked me and probably I will have to say something now before the House 
about this affair. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : Do so with pleasure. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour- 
able Member should nol enter into personalities. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Very well, Sir, I will act according to the 
Persian proverb : 

Jawah Jaheldn jBashad Khamoshee.^ ^ 

Silonee is the proper answer to a rnstie.^^ 

I will not, produce any more lieat, but I will briefly show wbetber tke 
.amendment that is intended to be introduced in the Bill is for the beneiit 
of the institution or not. has been pointed out, the idea of abolishing 
the post of Pro-Viee-Chancellor was mooted on account of financial 
stringency. We borrowed the services of a Pro-Viee-Ghaneellor from the 
Government and we were paying him about Ks. 3,500 a month, on account 
of pension rights and all those things Then, Sir, we had a Registrar 
whose services also were borrowed from another University and we were 
paying him about Rs. 1,200 or Rs. 1,400 a month. Then we had to pay 
about R,s. 2,000 a, mouth as honorarium to our Vice-Chancellor. This was 
a burden of about Rs. 7,000 a month on the exchequers of our University. 
I also happen to be a ilember of the Finance Committee of the Muslim 
University and we found that some retrenchment was extremely necessary 
in order to make the budget balance. We had deficit budgets for over 
two j’^ears and therefore a Retrenchment Committee was appointed. No 
doubt that Retrenchment Committee recommended that, as a measure of 
retrenchment, the post of Pro- Vice- Chancellor should be abolished. Now, 
Sir, what I want to lay stress upon is the fact that the abolition of the 
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post of Pro-Vice-Chancellor was recoimnended as a measure of retrench- 
ment and not because the post was not needed. Sir, we know that the case 
of denominational Universities is quite diiferent from that of Government 
Universities. The Vice-Chancellor of a Government University has nothing 
to do with the public outside. Pie can work as the Principal of the 
Colleges. While the Vice-Chancellor of a denominational University 
stands on quite a different footing On one side, he has to deal with the 
public outside, send deputations, collect money, raise subscriptions and 
do a lot of things. On the other hand he has to manage a very big 
educational institution. Now, Sir, in India there are only two denomi- 
national Universities. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Order, order. 
It being four of the Clock, the motion for adjournment will be talcen up 
now. 


MOTION FOR ABJOUENMENT. 

Dfspatoit op Troops prom British India to Addis Abbaba (Abyssinia). 

Pandit Mlakantha Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : 

^ Sir, I move that the House do now adjourn My motion 

is ill connection with the sending out of troops from 
Brihsh India to Abvs.siina. This morning, fortunately, my friend and 
colleague, i\lr. Satyainurti, asked some short notice questions on the sub- 
ject, Jind, by now, ive knoiv that the Indian Government, m their anxiety, 
it a])])ears, to protect ihe Indian nationals m Abyssinia, asked the British 
Government to do (heir dury ];y sending some troops to Abyssinia. And, 
as troo])s were better available in India and it was to protect the Indian 
nationals, Indian troops w^re sent, IIis Majesty’s Governnieni agreeing to 
pay for Iheni There can be no objeelion so far as it goes. It is our duty 
to proleet Indian nationals, and, as it is also the duty of the Empire, 
tliey will pay for it But the object of my motion today is quite different. 
]\Iy objection is based on our experience that our troops have in the past 
been frequently sent out to foreign lands. Very often they were, first of 
all, S'-^ut out from this land under some pretext or other, either to protect 
our OAvn financial interests, or to guard our fiscal policy or sell our opium, 
and things like that Now, undoubtedly, it appears that a wmr is immi- 
nent, it is on the horizon. If Abyssinia can be made soiiiehov to come 
to lier knees, there may not be war. That is the only chance. The higii- 
soanding League of Nations, we know what it is, 

Mr. J G- Acheson (Foreign Secretary) . Sir, on a point of order, 
the Honourable Member appears to me to be referring to a matter affect- 
ing the relations of llis ]\Iajesty’s Government Avith foreign powers. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
would warn Honouralile Members that in this discussion no matter should 
be brought in which is likely to affect the foreign relations of the Govern- 
ment. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : I should like to clear this position that 
our troops should in no way be utilised for purposes other than protecting 
the interests of Indian nationals 

Manlana Shaukat Ali (Cities of the United Provinces : Muham- 
madan Urban) : And not for Abyssinia ? 
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Pandit Mlakantha Das : Iso. And when Abyssinia is going to be 
the Iheatr-e of war most probably very soon, contingencie*s may arise when 
oiir troops may be ^ onipelled to join this side or that. In tliat ease, what 
I press today is that, before any sncli steps are iaken, this House should 
be ('onsiiited. and all the cards should be put on the table We shall be 
the judge.. . 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Non-Official) : It 
the House is not sitting, what then 1 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : There will be a special and emergent 
meeting, for it is not such an affair where things should be done behind 
our ])aek. In fact, my liesolution was that Indian opinion was not con- 
sulted and 1 press that Indian opinion should be consulted , for it is 
qui^p likely that Imperial interests may demand that our troops should be 
utilr^ed in some way, and as it is quite evident, we may require it in some 
other ways In spite of all our European dresses and dinners and other 
paraphernalia, all the words and phrases of the European constitution 
sticking all around us like peacocks’ feathers, we are what w^e are. We 
are among the black and browm races, and we have heard what Mussolini 
said the other day 

Mr, J. G. Acbeson : Sir. I again rise to a point of order. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sjr Ahdiir Raliim) The Honour- 
able Member ought to refrain from making any comments on foreign 
pow er«! 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : I am not intruding: upon the foreign rela- 
tions of the Government of India or TIis Majesty’s Government What I 
mean to say is this. Our sympathies naturally go towards Abyssinia, and 
it may be that when Italy is to be fought by people who are in charge of 
our troops, . . . 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) : Sir, 
1 rise on a point of order This matter wms veiy elaborately discussed 
as to w’hat is permissible, ivhen a similar question wms raised about sending 
troops to (liina, and I would draw" your attention to the ruling w'hieh was 
gjven then. Yon will iind it on pages 11 and 12 of the Collection of 
Eulings. Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar sought to mo^^e the adjournment of 
the I'ioiise in order to discuss the question whether Ihe Government of 
India w^ere entitled to, or should send Indian troops to, China without 
consulting the Indian Legislature, whereupon objection was taken by 
Govemraeut that the motion could not he discussed without referring to 
quasi ions of foreign policy, and, therefore, w'as out of order. The Presi- 
dent’s ruling was this . 

The Honourable the Home Member does not question that the motion now 
before the House raises a definite matter or a matter of urgent public importance 
I take it, therefore, that the subje<’t matter of the motion is a definite matter of 
urgent public importance. The mam ground on which he objects to this motion is 
that it relates to a matter affecting the relations of the British Government with 
the Chinese Government. This Assembly is certainly not entitled to criticise or 
discuss the foreign policy of the British Government or of the Government of India, 
and any motion which directly or indirectly raises any discussion of that foreign’ 
policy would eertamly be out of oidei But the Honourable Member in charge of 
this motion has clearly indicated that his intention is to restrict this motion to a 
narrow Issue, namely, that the Government of India should not have agreed to send 
Indian troops to Oliinu for military operations without reference to this Assembly. 
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And, now, I come to the important portion : 

There is, therefore, no danger of the Assembly discussing or criticising the 
loreign policy of any Government. I fully appreciate the point of view of the Home 
Membei that any discussion on the subject-matter of this motion at this stage would 
lead to disiistrous consequences But, ns I have alieady pointed out to this Assembly, 
it IS not a question foi the Chair to consider The Chair is Imuiid by the rules and 
regulations, and if the motion does not raise any question of foreign policy of the 
British Governnicnt or of the Goveiiimeiit of India and merely calls in question the 
action of ilie Government of India m agiccmg to send Indian troops without any 
reference to this Legislature, I do not see how I can disallow it 

Tliai i.s tile rilling tliat has been piven before, and however much one 
may be gyiiipathetic to Abyssinia, the making of such a declaration on the 
floor of this iloose is not permissible on a motion for adjournment. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • Cannot the 
iJonouralile klember give his reasons why troops should not be sent out 
of iiiilia ^ 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : He might as well say tha 
llie Brilisli G-overnnient should fight for Abyssinia and we can then discass 
the whole foreign ]iolicy. It is for the President to draw a line, and, I 
subniil, uiy friend is dangerously near the line, if he has not already over- 
step]jed it 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • The Honour- 
able hlember eaiinot be too careful nol to trench upon any question which 
may ath^ct Ihe foreign relations, because tlio situation is extremely delicate 
as HoiuaiJ'able Members know, and nothing should be said in this House 
1ha1 ^vonld eonipjii^ete matters still further. 

Mr. S Satyamiirti ("Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) We 
want to avoid wars. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : I have been all along quite careful • I 
simply iiut some problematic propositions that some contingency might 
arise where 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
wants to understand what ls really tJie ^object of this motion : is it to 
censure the Government of India for sending troops from British India 
to Addis Abbaba ? 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : Yes my motion is that they have sent 
Troo]jS v/ithoiit eonsultirg any fciblie opinion in India, and I also make 
this point . . 

Mr. Presideiu; (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Then the 
Honourable Member can confine his motion to the right of this House 
to be consulted. If he does that, he can perhaps avoid all questions 
relating to foreign policy. 

Pandit Mlakantha Das : I am simply explaining as* to why con- 
Kultation of the opinion of this House is necessary ; for it may be even 
now that our troops may be utilised in foreign theatres of war without 
our knowing it for purposes which are not conducive to Indian interests. 
Thai is my whole point : and I have made this point clear, I believe ; and 
1 should iike to liear what the Government have to say as to the attitude 
of Government in this matter and the purpose for which these troops have 
been sent out, and I should like to make it clear that we would like to be 
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assured that, without consulting this House, they should not be used for 
puriooses of war Sir. I move 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion 
moved : 

“ That the House do now adjourn.^’ 

Mr G, E. F. Tottenham (Army Seerotaiy) : Sir, I should like to 
read to the House the actual terms of the notice of this adjournment 
motion, which was given by the Honourable Member opposite — “ to discuss 
a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the despatch of 
trn()])s from British India to Abyssinia thereby putting a burden on 
Indian revenues 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : That is not my motion : that has not been 
moved This is the other motion. 

Mr. 6. E. F, Tottenham : That is the copy I received 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : Mine is '' The despatch of troops from 
British India to Addis Abbaba 

Mr. G, E. F, Tottenham : I apologise. After what the Foreign 
Secretary said this morning, I think I can explain the whole position of 
Government in a very lew sentences. It is perfectly true that over a 
year ago, speaking in this House on the Indian Na^ry Bill, I said that, 
with tlie a])proval of the Secretary of State for India, I was authorised 
to announce that ''it is the intention of the Government to consult the 
Indian Legislature, so far as may be possible, whenever any question arises 
of lending the Indian Navy to the Admiralty for operations other than in 
the defence of India That undertaking applies by implication equally 
to the Indian Army as well as the Indian Nav}^ : that is to say, we are 
under an obligation when any question arises of sending troops overseas 
for purposes other than the defence of India, to consult the Legislature 
bcforeliand whenever it is possible to do so. On this occasion we have 
not deviated m any way from tl^at iindertaJdng The facts are simply as 
follows. There are in Abyssinia about 1,600 British subjects, of whom 
about 1,000 are Indians. There is already in Addis Abbaba a small lega- 
tion guard of Indian soldiers, about 10 of them, who are well-known and 
popular in Addis w\.b])n])a. We had been asked through the press and by 
receiving notice of a number of questions from Honourable Members 
opposite what steps Government were taking to protect Indian interests 
m Ahy^'^sinia We were advised that if we were going to take any steps 
to protect Indian interests in Abyssinia we must do it at once That was 
in the month of August. In the month of August the Legislative As- 
sembly was not sitting It was therefore impossible for us to consult the 
Legislature. We iinally decided to send a small body of one hundred men 
to reinforce the legation guard at Addis Abbaba and His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment are paying the cost of that reinforcement. I do not think it 
can be maintained that the despatch of a force of 100 men means that we 
^ in India are maintaining an army in excess of Indian requirements, and 
that is usually the argument that is brought against us when we send 
troops overseas- The number is extremely small, and if I were to venture 
to embark upon lliat topic, I do not think 100 men could make any ditfer- 
enee in any possible larger war that may supervene Those are the plain 
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facts. I admit it is perfectly open to this House to censure the Govern- 
ment on those facts, but I do honestly and most respectfully put it to them 
that by censuring Government for taking this action they would merely 
be calling ridicule upon their own heads. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : Sir, I have no quarrel with the Honourable 
Member who lias just made the speech on behalf of the Government except 
on one matter — that the number of troops he has sent is much too few. 
Whatever relations we may have with foreign Governments, I say this 
that, if any Indian, even one single Indian ^s life is in danger at the hands 
of any power, friendly or unfriendly, it is the duty of the whole of the 
Indian army to go out and save that man I do not w^ant to malie a 
speech : J only want to make an announcement that if the people of 
Abyssinia, vho are under-dogs, are being treated disgracefully and are 

to be trampled down, then it is the duty of India to send out, not one 

hundred soldiers, but ten divisions, if necessary , and if the Government 
ask for money, I hope I will be one Avho will persuade all my friends 
and the whole of Jridia to sanction all the money and men needed to 
serve this noble eouniry Leaving that aside for the moment, I was jiist 
going to say that if Captain Sher hluhammad Khan tvas the Field Marshal 
willing to lead us, then, I, though a broken dowm athlete limping along, 
hardly able to stand and w^alk, 1 will be very glad to offer to be a soldier 
and w’ork in lhat army that goes to defend the weak and the oppressed 
and light unjust ]ieople out to rob others of liberty, hearth and hoiioc. 

Sardar Mangal Singh (East Punjab : Sikh) : Sir, I support my 

Honourable friend, Maulana Shaukat All, that if and when the occasion 

arises to help Indian nationals in Abyssinia or to defend poor Abyssinia 
against European capitalism, the Indian Army should be allowed to go 
there and help those people. But this adjournment motion raises another 
important point from the point of view of the Indian Army. It is 
acknowledged that the Indian army is kept, trained and maintained here 
for Imperial purposes, and, from lhat point of view, we can, I think, 
rightly and legitimately claim a proper share of expenses from the British 
Government. It is true that the expeditionary force will be financed by 
the British Govermnent. Eonotirahle Member : it is not an ex- 

peditionary force ]^Iy point is that even in maintaining the Indian 
army, the British Government should pay something to the Indian 
Government 

Mr G Er. P. Tottenham : But the British Government already pay 
one and half million pounds. 

Sardar Mangal Singh : That is not at all sufficient ; it is too little. 
I maintain, Sir, that the British Government should pay at least one-iialf 
of the expenditure incurred on the maintenance and the training of the 
h uropean army in India .... 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That has 
nothing to do with this motion. The Honourable Member must confine 
himself to the motion before the House 

Sardar Mangal Singh . Sir, this motion has raised a point relating 
to the employment of Indian army outside the frontiers of India 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Without con- 
sulting ^ 
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Sardar Mangal Singh : From that point of view, Sir, I maintain 
that the British Government should pay at least 50 per cent, of the 
charges of the European army in India. 

As regards the rights of this House, I am very glad that the 
Honourable the Army Secretary has agreed to a certain extent that, when- 
ever possible, the Government of India would consult the wishes of this 
House, when the occasion arises, to send Indian troops outside India. 
Personally, Sir, I do not feel inclined to censure the Government of India 
on this account, because they have sent only 100 men to Abyssinia to pro- 
tect the Indian nationals there I hope that my Honourable friend, the 
Mover, will withdraw the motion after the discussion is over. (Applause.) 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty (Madras : Indian Commerce) : 
Sir, the view that every adjournment motion is a censure motion is a 
bygone view. That is not the only reason why adjournment motions are 
tabled. ’ More often adjournment motions are tabled in order to bring to 
the notice of the Government the urgency, the importance and the neces- 
sity of the subject-matter of the motion. I believe it is in that view that 
my friend, Pandit Nilakantha Das, has tabled this motion. So far as the 
actual action of the Government in despatching so small a number of 
troopvS as 100 to Abyssinia is concerned, I do not think there is much 
difference of opinion. I would rather like to put it this way, that it is a 
matter on which we should feel satisfied that the Goveriiiiient took early 
steps in this matter ; but, as the Honourable the Army Secretary just 
mentioned, it would have been probably possible for the Government to 
consult the Legislature in this matter also if it had been m Session. Of 
course, it is easy enough to say that, in the month of August, the xA^ssembly 
was not sitting, and that the Government were compelled, owing to 
urgency, to send this small contingent to Abyssinia. But does he mean, 
therefore, to say, Sir, that a similar situation is not still on the tapis of 
the Government, that there are not yet certain matters in which the 
Assembly could be consulted in regard to the Italo- Abyssinian trouble f 
It may probably be said by the time when we meet next that the Assembly 
was not again in Session, and, therefore, there was no opportunity to 
consult tlie Legislature. So what the Government have promised in 
spirit in regard to matters concerning the Legislature will not be given 
effet.t to, though they may even now be in possession of information in 
regard to which they can even now consult the Legislature. But it is 
very difficult for persons sitting on this side of the House to say whether 
Government have got any such questions under consideration. But what 
I would like to say is that the promise that has been made by tlie 
Government today that they would consult the Legislature m respect of 
the despatch of troops to other countries should he scrupulously carried 
out in actual practice. The reason as to why we are anxious that the 
Legislature should be consulted in regard to this matter is, even according 
to Government, that India is put upon a status somewhat equal to that of 
the dominions, that every other dominion Government consults its own 
Legislature or its own Parliament in regard to despatch of troops for action 
outside their own dominions We expect, though it will not be incumbent 
under this Constitution or under the coming Constitution for the Govern- 
ment to consult the Legislature, some voluntary response in regard to this 
matter and they would consult the Legislature, so that they may carry 
the people with them in acts such as these involving Ihe peace of this 
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country as well. It is from that view, Sir, that I think my friend, Pandit 
Nilakantha Das, has tabled this motion, and I rather think that carrying 
this motion will not mean that it is a censure on the Goyernment, but it 
will only mean the urgency and necessity of consulting the Legislature in 
matters like these. 

Mr. Lalchand Mavalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Pairal) Sir, I 
would just like to ask a question from the Honourable the Army Secre- 
tary. He said that, as the Assembly was not in silling in the month of 
August, the Legislature could not be eousulted before die troops were 
sent to Abyssinia. May I know from him whether he will agree to the 
appointment of a Standing Committee to be associated with the Army 
Department just as other Departments have, so that, in cases of such 
iirgeiicj, that Standing Committee could be summoned and consulted ! 
Because, Avhenever things are done wathout con lilting tins House, shelter 
is anvays taken under the plea that the Legislature v, as nol in Session, 
and so they could not consult the House 1 would like know from the 
Plonourable Member whether he would like to appoint a Standing Com- 
mittee to advise Ills Department and ro consult on sueii matters as these 
when the Legislature is not in Session. 

Mr G. E. F. Tottenham ; Sir, I obviously cannot answer on behalf 
of ihe Government a question such as llial pul lue on the spur of the 
moment, but it seems 1o me that tlie^’e Is a good deal in it We will 
certainly lake the matier uiio conslrh ration aiui see whellier anything can 
be done in that direction (Applause from all sides of Pm House ) 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya (Benares and Gorakhpur Divi- 
sions : Non-Muhammadan Eural) : (The HonourahJe Member vdio was 
not m his own seal rose to address the Plouse.) 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : If the 
Honourable Member wtsiies to address the House, he must address it from 
his own place. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : 1 am sorry. Sir, (The honour- 
able Member then took bis own seat ) 

Sardar Sant Singh (West I^imjab . Sddi) May I pmnt out, Kir, 
that w^e on this side are labouring under a very great disadvantage in that 
we are nol able to folloAv the proceedings of llie House properh’ as we 
cannot hear what is said on that side That is wdiy we fiwi tins side 
have often to go to a place from wdiere we could hear s])eeches properly. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Bfalaviya : Sir, I entirely agree with the 
proposition laid dowui by my friend. Pandit Nilakantha Da.s, that the 
House should he consulted before Indian troops are sent for action over- 
seas At the same time, I am not prepared to censure the Government 
for having done a right thing at the proper time I think, during the 
last ten years, if Government have ever acted rightly, they have done so 
on this occasion I go further and say this. I feel, Sir, like my friend, 
Maiilana Shaiikat Ali, that the Government of India should have forced 
the hands of His Mbjesty^s Government also to enter the war, inslead of 
wavering, and help the Abyssinian Government. It is said, Sir, that we 
are the original members of the League of Nations, which I have always 
called League of Robbers and, as such, I think we have a right to 
say that we should go to war to protect a weak nation, to prevent a war 
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of aggression ; otherwise it is no use our being members of the League of 
Nations 

Mr J G. Acheson : I rise to a point of order. I would point out 
that the Honourable Member is going beyond the scope of the motion and 
discussing international policy 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : The Honourable 
Member is speaking of the League of Nations and not about foreign 
policy. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : I think, Sir, as members of the 
League of Nations, which is constituted to prevent wars of aggression, we, 
as representatives of the people of India, have a right to have our say. 
We do feel that His Majesty’s Government is not doing what it should 
do. We feel that it is only interested in the water of the Blue Nile 

Mr. J. 0". Acheson : On a point of order, Sir. I apologise for 
giving trouble to the Chair, but it is my duty to point out that the 
Honourable Member is dealing with international affairs. 

Some Honourable Members : Why not ^ 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Order, order. 
The Honourable Member cannot criticise the foreign policy of the British 
Government or of the Government of India. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : I bow to your ruling, Sir. I 
was trying to obey your orders, but let me say this much that I was not 
criticising the foreign policy of His Majesty’s Government. What I 
wanted to urge was that if Indian troops have to be sent there, they should 
be sent to protect the interests of Abyssinia, and not merely the flow of 
the Blue Nile We are not interested in making a motor road from Lake 
Tsana to Sudan. That is what we want to say. As I said, Sir, we are 
not interested in the flow of Lake Tsana, we want to protect the tap, the 
leservoir, the territory of Abyssinia. If we had any voice in the affairs of 
oiir own country, if our opinion was asked as to what was the right thing 
to do, we would say that our opinion is, as representatives of this country, 
and a member of the League of Nations, that we want to go to help 
Abyssinia and we want to go to war with Italy in order to show her that 
she has no right to invade Abyssinia. I think I am expressing the opinion 
of my Honourable friends present here. I request, you, and through you, 
the Honourable hlembers on the Government Benches, to communicate 
to His Majesty’s Government that the opinion of the Legislature of this 
country is that we want that His Majesty’s Government and the Indian 
Government combined should go to help Abyssinia in her distress. We 
are entitled to make this request. We, as representatives of this country, 
are fully entitled to request Honourable Members sitting on the Treasury 
Benches here to communicate to His Majesty’s Government 

Mr. J. G. Acheson ; Sir, once again I must rise on a point of order 
to point out that the observations of the Honourable Member 

^ Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
thinks the Honourable Member is not in order. He must not pursue that 
line of argument. 
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Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : But the line of argument is . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honourable 
Member is aware that the wording of the Rules and Standing Orders is 
so wide and sweeping on that point that there is really no room for dis- 
cussing any aspect of the foreign policy. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : In our own country, we are not 
entitled to express our opinions ; in our own country, we are not to say 
when our troops are sent out, whether they should be sent out or not, and 
for what purposes^ they should be used. 

An Honourable Member : We are a subject race. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : I know that, 1 know that we 
are a subject race, and that is why I want that Abyssinia should not be 
subjugated All the same, I would request Honourable Members to express 
the opinion of this House that we do want that His Majesty’s Government 
should go in for war 

Some Honourable Members : Order, order. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das ; I have achieved my object. I have got 
an assurance from the Government, and I do not want to press my 
motiom 

Mr. President TThe Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That leave be granted to withdraw the motion’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The motion was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn 


THE ALIGARH MIhSLIM UNIYERSTTY (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

continued, 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • Discussion on 
the Aligarh Muslim rniversity Bill wdll iioiv be resumed 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I do not think that it is necessary for 
me to say anythini? more . . . 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : Is the debate going to be closed now ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Of course. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : I wanted to speak 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Raliim) : The Chair 
gave a chance to Honourable Members, if they wanted to say anything, 
to rise in their seats, and nobody did so Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I have nothing to add to what T said 
when the second clause was being discussed. Most of what my Honour- 
able friend, Sir Muhammad Yakub, w^as saying was really, if I may 
presume to say so, an elaboration of what I had said already in defence 
of the attitude of Government, and I have nothing more to say. I hope 
the House will pass the Bill. 

L168BAD H 
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Mr. President (Tke Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

That the Bill further to amend the Aligarh Muslim University Act, 192U, 
for a certain purpose, as passed by the Couneil of Btata, be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE CODE OP CIVIL PROCEDURE (AMEis'DMExNTT) BILL, 
Amendment oe section 51. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Home Member) : Sir, 1 move : 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Code of Oivii Procedure, 1908, for ceitain 
puiposos (Amendment of Beetion 51), be referred to a Select Committee, consisting 
of Mr Sham Lai, Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, Mr. M. Asaf All, Mr. M. 
Amanthasayanain Ayyangar, Mi. Muhammad Azhar Ali, Mr. M. GhiaauddiUr 
Mr. Lalehand Navalrai, Mr T. Chapman-Mortimei, Captain Ilao Bahadur Ohaudhn 
Lai Chand, Mr. A. G. Clow, Mr. J. M. Chatar^i, and the Movei, and that the numbei 
of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Com 
mittee shall be hve. ’’ 

This is the Bill which seeks to abolish imprisonment for debt ex- 
cept for the dishonest or recalcitrant debtor, that is, for the debtor whc 
is able to pay but refuses to pay, or for the debtor who has dishonestly 
concealed or removed part of his assets. The House will remember 
that towards the end of last Session I moved that this Bill should be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion. There was some 
criticism and I was pressed that the Bill should be proceeded with at 
once, and in deference to that criticism I promised that I would 
arrange, if possible, that circulation should be completed so that the 
Bill could be taken up at the beginning of the present Session. That 
circulation has been completed and the opinions received are 
in the hands of Honourable Members. I do not propose to analyse the 
opinions in any detail but I think I am justified in saying that they 
make it clear that there is a very considerable body of opinion in 
favour of the principle of the Bill. At the same time, the opinions 
received do disclose a certain amount of opposition to the principle of 
the Bill and a certain amount of criticism of its details However, 
they are there and I think that the opinions received undoubtedly 
require the careful consideration of the Select Committee, That is all 
1 have got to say. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • Motion moved . 

‘ ‘ That the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, for certain 
purposes (Amendment of Section 51), be referred to a Select Committee, consisting 
of Mr. Sham Lai, Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, Mr. M Asaf All, Mr M. 
Anaiithasayanam Ayvmngar, Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali, Mr. M. Ghiasuddiii, 
Mr. Lalehand Kavalrai, Mr. T Chapman-Mortimer, Captain l^o Bahadur Chaudliri 
Lai Chand, Mr. A. G Clow, Mr. J M Chatar-ji, and the Mover, and that the number 
of members whose presence shall he necessary to constitute a meeting of the Com- 
mittee shall be fivc.^^ 

Mr. Sri Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) Mr. President, this Bill, so far as I am able to find out, 
seeks to protect debtors from being imprisoned and seeks particularly 
to protect Government servants. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The Honourable Member is mis- 
t-aken. It covers all debtors. 
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Mr. Sri Prakasa : It says “ Government servants in receipt of . 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The Honourable Member is 
mixing* up two Bills. That provision is in a different Bill 

[At this stage, Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) 
vacated the Chair, which was then occupied by Mr Deputy President 
(Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) ] 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : It seeks to protect persons in receipt of salaries. 
(Voices : No, no 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : May I explain to the Honourable 
Member ^ It is rather puzzling There are two Bills. One deals with 
the attachment of salaries. This Bill does not deal with that subject 
at all. This Bill merely abolishes imprisonment fo»* debt except m 
certain circumstances 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : The KStatement of Objects and Beasons says 

Tins Eill IS the outcome of the recommendations of the Iloyal Commission on 
Laboui m India to the etfcect that in the case of industrial workers in leceipt of wages 
less than Ks 100 a month 

and so on. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : Nothing* about Government 
servants .... 

Mx, Sri Prakasa : Cannot Government employ industrial workers 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Member for Com- 
merce and Bailways) . Which particular clause are you referring to ? 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : I am referring to the whole Bill 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : It is confined to 
industrial workers. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Cannot there be industries run by Government i 
Of course, there are ; and will not those employed in tiiat industry be 
protected ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : If the Honourable Member will 
only read the whole of the Statement of Objects and Beasons, at the 
end he will see that it refers to all ludgment debtors No distinction is 
made between Government servants and any one else It merely 
abolishes the system of imprisonment for debt for every kind of debtor 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : T will confess that I was not expecting that the 
Bill would come up today for discussion and, therefore, I have not 
read its provisions carefully The unfortunate withdrawal of a very 
important motion for adjournment has resulted in this confusion. 1 
r.hink that has also resulted in the House being deprived of a delight- 
ful speech from Maulana Shaukat All. In any case as the Bill is not 
likely to last beyond this day, I should like to say only one thing and 
that is that personally T am against imprisonment for anything. 
(Laughter ) If it were a consolidated Bill for the abolition of all im- 
prisonment, I should be very glad Most of us on this side of the 
House have had experience of what prisons are and we can say that 
they serve no useful purpose. If that is so in the case of imprisonment 
for what are regarded as criminal offences it stands to reason that this 
is also true in the ease of civil offences. What I am most anxious about 
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is just tkis. We must not forget that to be able to borrow money at 
an emergency is a very imporiant factor of domestic economy. Many 
occasions can arise where we find ourselves suddenly in need of money 
and we have not the necessary amount in our coffers. We have to go 
to some one who lends that money. What I am afraid of is this, that 
people, if they are deprived of the means of recovering their money, 
may not lend money to persons in emergencies. That is a serious point. 
It is all very nice to say that people who have no money should not spend 
it or people who have no money should be in no need of it ; but there 
are occasions of illness ; of litigation that may be forced upon us ; of 
marriages which are rather important social functions in Indian life ; 
when money is necessary. Persons in receipt of wages less than 
Es. 100 a month are not likely to be able to save much against a wet 
day. Therefore they need the moneydender or banker or by whatever 
name you may call the person who gives them money ; and he gives 
them that money in the hope that he will be able to realise it. If you 
want to make this Bill effective, I think you will have to add a clause — 
I do not know whether that clause is here, I am going to study it 
tonight — ^making it a penal offence for any banker or money-lender to 
refuse to lend money (Laughter) to persons who are in need of it, 
because I assure you that, however much you may dislike the money- 
lender — ^you apparently do not dislike those who are in charge of 
Reserve Banks and Imperial Banks — ^he forms an important part of 
village economy ; and he comes to the rescue of many unfortunate men 
who are in straits. Therefore you must not have a law which will 
make it impossible for persons in need of money in emergencies to 
be able to borrow the money at all. The money-lender will say to the 
man in need : I cannot give you money because I am not sure of getting 
it back, you are not penally bound to repay it, I am not going to give 
you money Therefore I say, if you are honest, if you are earnest, 
have that additional clause, namely, that all persons who carry on the 
trade of moneydending and of hanking shall be obliged under 
threat of imprisonment themselves to lend out money to any person 
who needs the money. I think this Bill was introduced in the last 
Session of the Assembly. It was at that time circulated for opinion 
and a mass of opinion has been obtained upon it. I cannot 
pretend to have read all the volumes that have been sent out by 
the Department to me, but I have glanced through many opinions and 
I find that opinion is sharply divided. In any case T stand by the 
opinion I originally formed, namely, that you should either allow 
iponeydenders and bankers some effective means of getting their money 
back or you must force them to lend out money. I can see no other 
way. It is possible that Government may have their own banks from 
which wage-earners may be able to get money. I have known of the 
operations of Co-operative Societies in my own^ province. No law 
appEes to them and they can take hold of their debtors goods without 
much ado. All the trouble falls on the non-official who carries on this 
trade or any other trade. I do not like this one-sided procedure, and 
I personally cannot support this Bill unless you make adequate pror 
, vision for persons who are in need of money and who cannot find it in 
any other way. X have no objection to Government making that- pro- 
vision. “When Government wants to collect its own dues, which it 



THE COBE OE CIVIL PEOCEBXJRE (AMENBMEEt) BILL. 276 

calls fines, or revenue demands, it does not care to see whetker the man 
whose goods«,it is attaching is in receipt ol an income of less or more 
than one hundred rupees per month. 

.The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafruilah Khan : What has one 
hundred rupees got to do with this Bill ? 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : In supporting the motion to send this Bill to a 
Select Committee, I suggest that it should find some way out of the diffi- 
culty that I have mentioned. You will create, to my mind, a great 
deal of confusion if you pass laws which are unpractical. It is no use 
having counsels of perfection and talking very big m this House when 
the effect of the law you enact will react badly on the man and the 
woman in the cottage and the facior^. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar (Salem and Coimbatore cum 
North Arcot : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, while accepting the 
principle of this Bill, I would like to offer one or two suggestions. The 
issue of a notice before arrest for civil debts is not quite new. It is pro- 
vided that notice may be given to show cause why he should not be 
arrested. But what this Bill seeks to do is to substitute the word ^ ' shall ’ ^ 
for the word may that is, to make it compulsory that notice shall he 
issued to every debtor to show cause why he should not be arrested for 
the debt ; and if the civil authority is satisfied that the judgment-debtor 
is likely to abscond, or that he has alienated a certain property, then he can 
be arrested and put nifco jail What I would suggest is that one clause 
more may be added, — that is, — provided the money was not borrowed 
either for speculative purposes or for immoral purposes My reason is 
that this may encourage people who have no money to borrow money and 
employ it for speculative purposes, and, when the money is lost, it is the 
creditor's money that is lost, and, when he gaiirs, then it is for himself : 
and this he does without any loss to himself, because he cannot be put into 
jail, he is a pauper and has no money, he neither absconds nor alienates. 

I would, therefore, like that a clause should be added that, even when he 
borrows money, it should not be utilised for purely speculative or immoral 
purposes, for he can easily prove that he neither means to abscond or to 
alienate property, and, in those circumstaneos, when he consciously borrows 
mr»ney and employs it for speculative purposes, the risk is to the creditor 
and not to himself. I would therefore suggest that this provision of pro- 
tecting men from arrest should be given only to Iona fide debtors — people 
who borrow money and invest il in proper and legitimate purposes, and 
not for purposes which are either immoral or speculative This is a pro- 
vision which, I thinlc, will be useful to the Select Committee in considering 
this proposal, for, Sir, it is dangerous to allow people to borrow for 
speculative purposes and still not to allow them to suffer for the sins that 
they commit. 

Mr. B. Bas : The money-lenders, when they lend, know the sins of 
these borrowers and their sins equally. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Sir, the consequences of such a 
Bill may be that creditors, when they find that they may be asked to lend 
to people who may engage in lucrative business, but who have no stake in 

LiesiiAB T 



liEmSItA.'HVir ISSBMBliY . 


[SbbSep. 1936. 


m 
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tLe matter, may stop, such credit altogether, which is available to the 
ordinary merchants and traders today. I, therefore, would like that, along 
wit}i‘ ia) .and< (b) dn clause 2 of this Bill, another clause should be added, 
thus : 

unless it is proved that it is borrowed either for speculative or for innuoral pur- 
poses etc., etc., 

aud ithal is^thc oxdy suggestion I would like to offer to the Select Committee 
in- this matter. 

T?lie Assembly then adjourn^ till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
the 4th September, 1935. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 


Wednesday^ 4th September, 1935, 


The Assembly niet in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdm* Eahim) in the Chair, 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Absehce of Ladies Waiting Rooms on Stations on the Bxjrdwan-Howrabc 
Section of the Bast Indian Railway. 

84. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : {'i) Are Government 
aware that there are no arrangements for ladies waiting rooms at the 
stations on the Burdwan-Howrah section of the Bast Indian Railway ? 

\b) Do Cknernment propose to remove this want by putting Wooden 
screens in the waiting halls for the present ^ 

Mr. P. R. Ran : {a) Yes 

(h) The East Indian Railway are considering a programme for the 
])rovision of ladies waiting rooms at certain stations during the next 
three years 

Recruitment of Depressed Classes in the Central Services. 

85. "^Rao Bahadur M. 0 Rajah : With reference to the A P. I. news 
published in the iladra^ Mail, dated the 13th May, 1935, will Go-vernment 
be pleased to state : 

{a) the progress of recruitment of depressed classes in the various 
centra] services ; and 

{})) the number of depressed class candidates recruited for the 
different departments of the Government of India services 
since July, 1934 ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Information for years before 
1934 IS not available, as the annual statements showing the communal 
composition of the various services have not hitherto contained a column 
t-o show the number of members of the depressed classes. For 1934 and 
following .wears the figures will be given in the statements prescribed in 
connection with the Instructions Supplementary to the Resolution of the 
4th July, 1934. A copy of these Instructions has been placed in the 
Library" of the House 

{!)) I presume the Honourable Member has in mind the recruitment 
to the Ministerial Staff of the Government of India Secretariat and 
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Attached Offices. So far as the First and Second Divisions are concerned, 
none of the candidates on the current list of approved candidates has 
claimed to belong to the depressed classes. 

As regards the Third Division tlie list of approved candidates, now 
current, showed one candidate belonging to a depressed class, and he has 
been nominated to a permanent vacancy. 

Delhi Civil Station Notified Area Committee, 

86. '‘'Mr. M. Asaf Ali : (a) Will Government be pleased to state : 

(i) if it is not a fact that under section 241 (3) of j?unjab 

Municipal Act II of 1933, no area with more than 10,000 
inhabitants can be declared a Notified Area Committee ; 
and 

(ii) if the Delhi Civil Station Notified Area has more than 15,000 

inhabitants ? 

(5) Are Government prepared to take steps to remove this anomaly f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) (i). Yes, 

(ii) The population of the Civil Station Notified Area according to 
the last census (1931) was 16,349. 

(b) Government are not aware of any legal anomaly. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Considering the fact that a notified area can only 
be constituted on the basis of 10,000 population, is it not an anomaly 
that this notified area should continue to exist in spite of the fact that 
the population has gone up to 16,000 ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The legal position is that an area can- 
not be constituted into a notified area if its population exceeds 10,000, 
but it is optional for the local authority or Government concerned to 
cancel the notification if the population exceeds 10,000. It is not obli- 
gatory on the Local Administration. 

Mr, M. Asaf Ali : Will Government cancel this notification now ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : That is a matter really for the Chief 
Commissioner of Delhi to consider in the first instance. 

Mr. M, Asaf Ali : Are Government aware that there are no elected 
members on this Notified Area Committee ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : That is perfectly true. According to the 
provisions of the law, members have to be only appointed. 

Move of the Offices of the Army Headquarters to Delhi during Winter, 

87. '^Mr. M. Asaf Ah : (u) Is it a fact that the offices of the Army 
Headquarters are, under the present system of move of offices to Delhi 
for the winter months, classified into migratory and non-migratory cate- 
gories and that establishments of certain offices, or parts thereof, are made 
to stay at Simla and undergo the rigours of winter from year to year f 

(6) Is it a fact that all the grades of the migratory establishments 
draw a monthly allowance, called Delhi Camp Allowance, on a scale of 
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about 30 per cent, of pay, whereas no winter allowance is granted to 
certain grades of non -migratory establishments retained in Simla ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the basis of grant of allowances is that they are 
intended to cover additional expenditure of a specified nature and should 
not be a source of profit to the recipient ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the same rates of Delhi Camp Allowance are 
at present drawm by single and married persons of the Army Ileadquarters 
establishments, whereas in the case of Simla house rent allo'vanee admis- 
sible to the Civil Secretariat establishments and Local Allowance admissible 
to the establishments of the Military Accountant General, there are dilferent 
scales for single and married persons ? 

(e) Is it a fact that there is at present no differentiation in the 
scales of Delhi Camp Allowance between the establishmenis of Army 
Headquarters ayIio are allotted Government quarters in Simla on a rental 
of ten per cent, of pay for the summer season and the estabdslmients who 
hire private residential accommodation on payment of year’s rent in 
Simla ? 

(/) Is it a fact that before the winter season of 1929-30 Delhi Com 
veyance Allowance was drawn by Superintendents of Army Headquarters 
on tlie scale of Ivs. 100 per mensem and that it was reduced to Ks. 50 per 
mensem from that winter season, on the ground that it was found 
excessive f 

(^) Is it a fact that the scale of Delhi Camp Allowance admissible to 
the establishments of altached offices of the Government of India is lower 
than that sanctioned for establishments of Army Headquarters and that 
the maxim iim scale for the former is about Rs. 60 against Rs. 100 per 
mensem for the latter ? 

(k) Is it a fact that Government proposed to grant with effect from 
the winter season 1934-35 adequate winter allowance to all the grades 
of the establishments by readjustment of Delhi-Simla allowances on an 
equitable basis ^ 

(0 Is it a fact that the proposed revised scales of Delhi-Simla allow- 
ances were tvorked out by an expert retrenchment officer in the Army 
Department on definite data ? 

(j) Is it a fact that representations w^ere made before the issue of 
Government orders by migratory establishments, urging prescriptive 
claim to the existing lates of Delhi Camp Allowance and that Government 
Lave not given effect to the proposed revised scales of Delhi-Simla 
allowances from the winter of 1934-35 ? 

(Ic) If the answers to the preceding parts be in the affirmative, will 
Governn>ent please lay on the table of this House the file dealing with 
the subject, and expedite the issue of revised scales of Delhi-Simla allow- 
ances for Army Headquarters establishments on an equitable basis ? 

(0 Do Government also propose to consider the question of making 
some sort of provision in the system -of move of Army Headquarters offices 
to Delhi for the winter months to afford a chance to the non-migratory 
establishments, of moving down to Delhi by turn ? 

Ml'. G. R F. Tottenham : The information furnished by the Honour- 
able Member in the first seven parts of this question is substantially 
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correct and I do not, therefore, propose to reply to them in detail. £ 
will refer the Honourable Member, if he so desires further information, 
to previous questions and answers on the same subject. 

As regards the next four parts, the Honourable Member or his 
informant, appears to have had access to certain confidential files in the 
Army Department but to have given a very inaccurate account of the 
discussions contained therein. 

The answer to part (1) is in the negative. 

Mr, M. Asaf Ali : May I know. Sir, if the non-migratory European 
officers find it rather economical to stay here in Simla during the winter 
and lliat is why the clerical staff has to be kept in Simla ? 

Mr, Gr. R. P, Tottenham : No, Sir. I do not think that is the case. 
-I do not thinli they find it very economical to stay in Simla during the 
winter. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Are there educational facilities provided for the 
‘Children of the Indian non-migratory staff in Simla who have to stay 
here in winter ? 

Mr. G, R, P. Tottenham : Does the Honourable Member mean any 
special educational facilities ? 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : I mean any ordinary educational facilities. 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : I should like to have notice of that ques- 
tion, I do not know how far the schools in Simla remain open during 
the cold weather. 

Mr. M, Asaf Ali : I may inform the Honourable Member that there 
are no schools available during winter here. Would that be a hardship 
for these people or not ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : If there are no schools, certainly that 
would be a hardship. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Do Government propose to provide any edu- 
cational facilities or compensate these people in some other way 1 

Mr. Or. R, P. Tottenham : The whole question is under consideration 
at present, of the numbers who remain in Simla and the numbers 
who go down to Delhi. I do not think we can take any special steps 
to provide educational facilities for those who remain in Simla. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Is it not possible to shift all these people to Delhi 
permanently ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : We have made calculations about that, and 
I believe it would cost a very large sum of money to bring down to 
Delhi the whole of the establishments of Army Headquarters who now 
remain in Simla. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : It will cost the Government just the same if ali 
of them remain in Delhi. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 

British Troops in India. 

a ilf Ptad to Btato 
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(i) the British troops in India are, under the Cardwell system, 
part and parcel of corresponding units in the United 'liing- 
doin ; 

(n) one-iliird of the British Army is permanently kept in India 
at India’s expense ; and. 

(m) the total strength of the standing Army in the United Kingdom 
is 158 thousand in the United Kingdom and 58 thousand in 
India, besides Eeservists and Territorials ? 

(h) What IS the limit of the Army prescribed for (i) United Kingrlo))i, 
and (ii) India, under (1) the Peace Treaty and (2) Article 8 of the Con- 
vention of the League of Nations, and will Government please lay on the 
table the commnnications periodically sent under Article 8 of the Con- 
venlioii 

(c) What is the present ratio between Indian and non Indian officers 
and other ranks in : 

(1) Royal Artillery (different branches separately^ especially Pield 
Artillery and Light Artillery) ; 

(2} Royal Air Force ; 

(3) Kng neci's Corps ; 

(4) Tanks Corps ; 

(5) Signals Corps ; 

(6) Adjutant General’s Branch ; 

(7) Qnarierniaster General’s Branch ; 

(8) Master General, Ordnance Branch ; 

(9) General Staif Branch ; 

(10) Railway/ Reserve Regiment ; and 

(11 ) The Post and Telegraph Nucleus ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a cojiiplete list 
of the Indian troops now serving outside India ? 

(e) Will OoverDment state what is the total annnal cost of the British 
troops to India, pdriicularly taking into consideration the cost o£ : 

(i) the ecclesiastical establishment maintained for the troops ; 

(ii) the strategic railways, especially those maintained for convey- 

ing i'ritish troops from ports direct to the frontiers ; 

(in) strategic telegraphs and telephones ; and 

(iv) capitation charges, oversea allowances, pensions, contributions 
towards the payment to the Reservists ? 

Mr, 6. E F. Tottenham : (a) (i) It would be more correct to say 
that British troops in India are linked to corresponding units, arms, etc, 
of the British Army in the United Kingdom in order to simplify the 
process of recruiting and drafting, rather than that they are part and 
parcel of other units. 
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(ii) and (Hi), The actual strength of the standing Army of Great 
Bidtain, exclusive of Reservists and Territorials, is 209,754. This number 
is distributed as follows : 

United Kingdom . . . . . . 117,591 

India . . . . . . . . 57,554 

Colonies . . . . . . . 34,609 

209,754 

From this it will be seen that approximately 27 per cent, of the British 
regular army is in India. 

(6) No limit to the strength of the army, either for the United 
Kingdom or for India, is prescribed either by the Treaty of Versailles or 
by the Covenant of the League of Nations. In this connection I would 
refer the Honourable Member to the reply I gave to his unstarred 
question No. 48 on the 22nd February, 1935. The information conveyed 
by both His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India to the 
League of Nations as regards the strength and armaments of their forces 
under Article 8 of the Covenant is contained in the Armaments Year 
Book published by the League, a copy of which is available in the Library 
of the House. 

(c) and (d). I lay two statements on the table. 

(e) The Defence Service Estimates are not framed in such a way as 
to make it possible to separate accurately the figure of cost of British 
troops, but it has been estimated that it amounts to about Rs. 13 crores. 
I would add that, whatever may be the correct view regarding the charg- 
ing of the loss on the so-called strategic railways, etc., to those Estimates, 
this item of expenditure has nothing to do with the presence of British 
troops in India. 


Statement No. I. 


Batio between hfidian and non^Indian officers and other ranks, 

Indian. Non-Indian. 


(1) Field Artillery (B. A.) 

Field Artillery (Indian) 

Moimtain Artillery (including Light Batteries) 
Horse Artillery 
Heavy Artillecy 

(2) Boyal Air Force 

(3) Engineer Ck>rps 

(4) Tank Corps 
(6) Signal Corps 

(6) Adjutant General’s Branch . . 

(7) Quartermaster General’s Branch 

(8) Master General of the Ordnance Branch 

(9) General Staff Branch 

' <10) Railway Reserve Regiment . . 

{11) The Post and Telegraphs Nucleus 
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Statement No. II. 

List of Indian units serving outside India, 

1st Battalion, 8tli Pun.iab Begiment . 

2nd Battalion, 20th Buima Rifles 
The Hong Kong Mule Corps 

Mr. M Asa,f All : What about (c) (1) to (e) (11) f 
able Member lias omitted to answer that. 

Mr. G. R. P. TottenhaHi : 1 have said that a statement is laid on 
the table, 

Mr, M. Asaf Ali : May I know what the ratio is ? I cannot put any 
supplementary questions unless I know 'what the answer is. 

Mr. Cr. R. F Tottenha,m : I will read out the statement 


Batio between Indian and non-Indian officers and other r antes. 


(1) Field Ai'tillery (R. A.) . . 

Indian 

1 

Non-Indum, 

3.5 

Field Artillery (Indian) , . 

24 

1 

Mountain Artillery (including Light Batteries) 

9 

1 

Horse Artilleiy 

1 

3 

Heavj^ Aitillei’T 

1 

1 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Surely it is not 
necessary to recite all these numerous figures now. They cannot be of 
much value to the House, unless sufficient time is allowed for consider- 
ing the implications of these figures 

Some Honourable Members : They are of great use to the House. 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : A statement 
like this ought to he laid on the table of the House 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : May I know the figures relating to parts (6), (7), 
(8) and (9) of part (r) of niy c|uestion ^ That is to say, about the four 
Branches of the Army Head(|uarters ? 

Mr. G*. R. P Tottenham The figures refer to the ratio between 
Indian and non-lndian officers and other ranks. 

Mr M. Asaf Ali : I want the figures about officers particularly. 
The Honourable Member need not worry about the ranks. 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : I am afraid I have not got separate 


figures I have got figures for both 

Indian. Non-Indian. 

(6) Adjutant General’s Branch .. ..1 40 

(7) Quartermaster General’s Branch . ..1 40 

(S) Master General of the Ordnance Branch ..0 38 

(9) General Staff Branch .. .. .1 70 


But I must explain that there are a large number of Indian 
civilian clerks on the establishments of these Branches. The figures I 
have given just now" refer merely to Indian officers and other ranks. 


Hong Kong. 
Malay States 
Hong Kong, 

The Honour- 
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Mr. M. Asalf AH : Is it -a fa< 5 t that, in the Master General of 
Ordnance Branch, until recently, an Indian used to perforin the duties 
of the Personal Assistant to the Master General ? 

Mr. G, R. F. Tottenham : I do not think that question arises out of 
this. In any case, I should want notice of any question asking for 
details about particular officers employed in particular branches. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to part (a) {ii), 
may I know whether the 57,554 British soldiers are at the disposal of 
the British War Office or whether they are, while serving here and while 
they are being paid by us, at the disposal of the Government of India t 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : They are at the disposal of the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : But the Government of India are at the dis- 
posal of the British War Office. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : May I know if it is a fact that there are three 
sections of the army ‘‘ Covering Troops Field Army ’’ and 

‘‘ Internal Security Troops ’’ ? What is the ratio among these f 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : That information is, I think, already con- 
tained in a pamphlet which we .supplied to Honourable Members of this 
House. I cannot repeat the ratio from memory, but I would be glad to 
suppl 3 " the Honourable Member with a copy of the pamphlet from which 
he will be able to get the information required. 

Mechanisation op British and Indian Army. 

89. *Mr. M. Asaf Ali : (a) Will Government please state the 
relative extent of the mechanisation of British and Indian Army, 
especially in respect of the artillery ? 

(Z>) Is it liot a fact that the equipment of the Indian section of the 
Artillery is half of the equipment of the British Artillery ? 

(c) Does India pay for the equipment and mechanisation of the 
British Iroops ? 

Mr. G, R. F. Tottenham j (a) (i) Cavalry. — Two British cavalry 
regiments, one in the United Kingdom and one in Egypt, have been con- 
verted into armoured car regiments. No mechanisation of cavalry regi- 
ments has taken place or is contemplated in India. 

(ii) Royal Artillery. — Of 18 Field Brigades, Royal Artillery, in 
England, four are mechanised. Of the ten Field Brigades, Royal Artil- 
lerj% in India, two are mechanised. The Field Brigade, Indian Regiment 
of Artillery, is not mechanised. 

Twn Horse Artillery Batteries, one in the United Kingdom and one 
in Egypt, have been mechanised. Trials are being carried out in India 
to find a suitable type of vehicle for the mechanisation of Horse Artillery 
batteries in this country. 

All Medium Artillery both in the United Kingdom and in India are 
mechanised. 

(in) Experiments are being carried out in England with 

mechanised first line transport for Infantry Battalions. No "such mech- 
anisation is contemplated in India. 
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(nj) Royal Tanh Corps . — ^All units are meclianised. 

{v) Eng%neers. — In tlie United Kingdom the tendency is to meciianise 
the Divisional Engineers entirely. In India the corresponding units are 
only mechanised to such limited extent, as is suited to local conditions. 

{vi) Signals — In both countries the mechanisation of signal units 
has followeil generally the degree of mechanisation in the formations 
winch they serve 

{b) Presumably the Honourable Member refers to the Field Brigade 
of Indian Artillery. This Brigade, which is organised into four batteries 
of four guns each, has armaments and vehicles on exactly the same scale 
as a Koyal Artillery Field Brigade of four batteries on the Indian e-iab- 
lishment. 

(r) India pays for the equipment and vehicles of the units on its 
establishment. 

Disposal of the Discarded Articles of the Army. 

90. M. Asaf Ali : What is usually done to dispose of discarded 
arid out of date articles of equipment and particularly (a) weapons, (h) 
surgical insirumenf>s and other equipments of Army hospitals, and dis- 
carded accoulrements, etc. ? 

Mr G. R F. Tottenham : They are ordinarily disposed of by sale 
to tim best advantage of the State either under local arrangements or 
through the Director of Contracts, after any components which may be 
of use to Government Iiave been removed. Weapons and other lethal 
stores are rendered useless before sale and are usually sold as scrap. 

Prof N. G-. Ranga : Where are the stores sold ? In India or 
abroad ? 

Mr. G R. F Tottenham : In India. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : When did the last sale take place 

Mr. G R. F. Tottenham : They are held every year from month to 
month. 

Application of the Punjab Sahukara Act to the Delhi Province* 

91. ^^Mr. M. Asaf Ali : (a) Has Government’s attention been drawn 
to the resolniions passed by the Delhi Province Rural Conference, held 
on the 27th February, 1935 in vdllage Bawana under the presidentship of 
Sardar Vallahh Bhai Patel ? 

(h) What steps do Government propose to take in regard to the 
grievances and deinands contained in these resolutions 1 

(c) Are Government prepared to apply the Sahukara Act, Punjab 
(1934) to tbe Delhi Province to afford the rural population the relief 
asked for by the said Conference f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(h) A statement explaining the position is laid on the table. 

(e) The question is under consideration. 
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Statement. 

No, 1 (a) of Besolut%ons — Tlie abiana levied on wells is not a tax, but is an 
element in tbe appoxtionment (baelili) of land revenue assessed by the Setilemeiit 
Officer. The villagers themselves have a large say in this apportionment. 

No, 1 (b) of Bcsolutions . — All grievances in this regard receive the careful atten- 
tion of the Deputy Commissioner in conjunction with the canal authorities, v/ho 
endeavour to provide an equitable distribution 

No, 1 (o) of Besolutions , — ^Remission or suspension of land revenues, in 
accordance with damage to crops, is always gianted after each harvest. A sum as 
large as Rs. 1,41,604, i.e., about 75 per cent, of the total demand, was remitted on 
account of damage done to crops by heavy rams and floods’ in k^'<irif, 1933. 

No. B of Resolutions . — The improvement of communications in the Dellii rural 
area will be pushed forward as and when funds x^onnit In the current financial year, 
it is intended to spend Bs. 10,000 on repairs to Kachha roads. 

No 4 of Resolutions . — Attention is mvited to the relevant portion of the Honour- 
able the Einance Member's speech in this House on the 14th February, 1935, in con- 
nection with Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad's resolution on the revision of the taxation policy 
of the Government of India 

No. 5 of Resolutions . — ^There used to be a post office at Bawana, but it was closed 
fiown on account of insufficient work. The possibility of reopening the office is being 
examined. As regards the improvement of sanitation and the estabbshment of more 
hospitals, etc , in the Delhi rural area, it is the intention of the local Administration 
to take suitable action as funds permit. 


Sale of Electbicity by the New Delhi Municipal Committee to the 
Delhi Electric Supply Company. 

92 M Asaf Ali : (a) Are Government awaro, that the New 

Delhi Municipal Committee has offered to sell electric current to the Delhi 
Electric Supply Company at the rate of .4 anna per unit ? 

(h) Wliat is the rate which Government pay to the Supply Company 
and New Delhi Municipal Committee for electricity purchased for Gov- 
ernment ofFices situated in Delhi and New Delhi ? 

(a) By whom was the plant in New Delhi installed, and is there 
any reason why the tax-payer should be forced to pay such high rates 
when the Cojnmitleo sell current at 4 anna per unit to a foreign concern ? 

(d) Are Government aware that the Delhi Electric Supply Company 
purchase current at low rates and supply it to Governmen: ^ offices and 
public in Old Delhi at rates which yield them an average profit of nearly 
90G per cent. If 

(e) ’Will Governmenl state whether they are prepared to take step to 
create a Joint Electric Supply Board with (1) Old Delhi Municipal Com- 
mittee, (2) Joint Water Board, (3) New Delhi Municipal Committee, and 
(4) Notified Area Committees as its constituents, to purchase electric 
current from New Delhi Municipal Committee and distribute it to the 
various eonslituents at reasonable rates 7 If not, why not ? 

(/) Is it not a fact that the Indian Electricity Act does not permit 
monopoly of electric supply ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Baipai *. (a) If the Honourable Member refers to 
negotiations for additional supply which Government understand are 
in progress the answer is in the affirmative. 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 
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(c) The plant was installed by the Government of India and trans- 
ferred to the New Delhi MmiiCipal Committee in March, 1932, for due 
financial consideration. Government are looking into the point raised 
in the latler part of the Honourable Member ^s question. 

(d) Government are not aware of the exact rates of profit made by 
the Company but the disparity between the rates at winch they buy 
current from the New Delhi Municipal Committee and those at which 
they sell it to the consumer is being investigated. 

(e) Government are advised that such an arrangement will involve 
very considerable additional capital expenditure. 

(/) No. The Act merely says that the grant of a licence to one person 
shall not prevent the grant of another to another person for the same 
area. 


Statement. 

The New Delhi Munieipai Committee supplies eleetrieity to G-overument offices and 
private consumers alike at four annas per unit, less 10 per cent, discount if paid 
within a certain time, for light and fans , and at two annas per unit for power. Foi 
Government offices in Old Delhi, Government pay to the Electric Supply Company on 
a sliding scale of 4 to 6 annas per unit according to eonsuinpiion ; up to 250 units n 
annas, 250 to 500 units 5 annas, 500 and over 4 annas. 


Recruitment from within Divisional Circles on State Railways. 

93 '‘^'Mr Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Goverumeiit be pleased to 
stat(3 if they are aware of the policy of the Government of India (Posts 
and Telegraphs Department) which provides for the recruitment of candi- 
dates for service ordinarily from within the revenue division 

(?>) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether they adopt 
the same policy of recruitment from within the respecthe divisional 
circles ou State Railways If not, why not ? 

(c) Are Government aware that there arises dissatisfaction, specially 
amongst the lover class of Railway servants, when they are not placed 
within the revenue circle of the Railways within which they reside ? 

(d) Do Government propose to adopt such a policy on the Railways, 
so as to facilitate the memnbents to be placed in their respf^elive revenue 
divisions as has been done by the Posts and Telegraphs Department ? If 
not, why not ? 

Hr. P. R. Rau : (a)Yes. 

(6) and (d). The Railway Department see no necessity to restrict 
recruitment in the manner proposed, 

(c) No. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Of course the Railway Department may 
not think it necessary, hut may T know if there are any diificulties in 
the way of adopting the suggestion made b}^ me ? 

Mr. P R. Rau : Government see no advantage m accepting the 
suggestion 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai : Are there any d^'ffieuities in doing so, I 
ask ? 
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Mr. P. R. Ran : I am replying that there are no advantages in doing 
it. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : The Posts and Telegraphs Department is 
an all-India service department, similarly the Railways are ali-India 
"When the Posts and Telegraphs Deparlment have made that distinction 
in the matter of recruitment, what are the difficulties in the way of 
railways doing it f 

Mr. P. R. Ran : Unless there are any advantages in the proposal, 
I do not see any reason why the Government should ask the railways 
to adopt the proposal. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Honourable Member please make 
enquiries from the Divisional Superintendents and find out if it is 
necessary to adopt my suggestion ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I do not see any necessity for doing so. 

Purchase op certain Articles by the Director op Contracts through 
THE Indian Stores Department. 

91 '^Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the Director of Contracts for military, purchases 
articles, such as textile and machinery, through the Indian Stores De- 
partment ^ 

(h) If so, why does he not purchase oils, paints, soaps and hardware 
items tlirough the Indian Stores Department ? 

(c) 'tVhat is the good of having two organizations for purchases f 

Mr G-. E. P. Tottenham : (a) and (5). The various Defence Ser- 
vices have discretion to employ the agency of the Indian Stores 
Department or that of the Director of Contracts to supply?' their require- 
ments according as they consider the one or the other will best serve 
their interests. 

(c) The question of having a single organisation capable of pur- 
chasing, both ill peace and war, all the requirements of the Central 
Government has been repeatedly considered, and it has been decided 
that the present system should be retained on grounds of efficiency 

Inclusion op certain Details in the Journal issued by the Director 

OP Contracts. 

95. ^^Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the Indian Trade Jotirnal cites all details, includ- 
ing the quantity of articles purchased and the rate at which they are 
purchased, whereas the journal issued by the Director of the Contracts 
shovs only the rlcscription, name and the value of the article purchased, 
but not the quaniity and the rate at which it is purchased f 

(B) If so, do Government propose to direct the Director of Contracts 
to show the aforesaid details ? If not, why not ? 

Mr G. R. P. Tottenham : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(6) No. The practice on the Army side has for years past been to 
Imui the publication of details regarding contracts in the manner stated. 
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This system works satisfactorily and is understood to be favoured by 
most of the contractors, with whom the Director of Contracts has 
dealings. Government, therefore, see no reason to alter it. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Is the Honourable Member aware that the 
Indian Stores Department prepare the statistics and the lists in such a 
manner as to show the price as well as the quality of article purchased, 
so that it would be possible to find out if there is fraud » Is the 
Honourable Member going to adopt the same system in his Depart- 
ment ? 

Mr, G. E. F. Tottenham : Xo, Sir. \Ye see no reason to alter the 
existing system adopted by the Director of Contracts. 

Mr. Lalchand Mavalrai : Does the Honourable Member know that 
really no rates are given and no quantities are being given ^ 

Ifr. G R. F. Tottenham : \s I said, the practice on the aimy snle 
has for years past been to limit the publication of details in the manner 
stated 1)}^ the Honourable Member. 

Provident Insurance Societies in Sind. 

96. '‘'Mr. Lalchand Havalrai : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) how many provident insurance and funds socielies have been 
started in Sind during the last five years ; 

(h) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to the 
jiroceedings of the meeting held at Karachi on the 1 3th 
January at the Buyers and Shippers office in connection 
with the w'orking of these societies ; 

(c) vAether Government intend taking any action to safeguard 

the interests of subscribers to these funds ; if so, what ; 

(d) whether it is a fact that Government have instituted an in- 

quiry into the working of these provident insurance societies ; 
if so. whal the result of the inquiry is ; if not, whether 
Government intend holding such an enquiry , 

(e) vlieHier Government contemplate any legislation in connection 

with such societies ; if so, what the nature of such a legis- 
hiiion IS ; if not, what they propose to do in the matter j 
and 

(/) wheiher it is a fact that this is a Central subject aiid that the 
Bombay Government have already brought this subject to 
the attention of this Government and suggested amendment 
of tlu' Insurance Law ^ If so, what step.s liave Government 
taken ? 

The Honourable Sir Miihaminad Zafrullah Khan : (a) 71 providinr 
insurance societies 

(h) Yes. 

(c), (d), (6) and (f). The law relating to the regulation of provident 
insurance societies is contained in the Provident Insurance Societies 
Act, 1912, which is administered by the Local Governments. The Goveim- 
ment of India have not made any enquiries into the working of the 
societies in Sind but the Government of Bombay have drawn their 
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attention to various unsatisfactory features attending tlie growth of 
such societies in Sind and have also suggested amendment of the 
insurance law. The matter is at present under the consideration of the 
Officer on Special Duty appointed by the Government of India to 
examine the desirability of amending the insurance law m India. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I inform the Honourable Member 

Ml’, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) . The ilonour- 
able Member is not required to give information, but he should put his 
question 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know from the Honourable Member 
if it is a fact that in Sind, since this enquiry has been going on, lakhs of 
rupees have been contributed to these Funds and that many of these 
Funds are closing down and people are thereby being affected adverse- 
ly ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The information 
whir-h the Hononrable Member has supplied to me may be correct. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T, therefore, request that the matter 
may be expedited ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Matters are 
progressing as fast as they can. 

Mr B. Das : When is the Special Officer likely to report on the 
amendment of the Insurance Act ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am afraid I 
could not say. 

Prof. N. G*. Ranga : Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact 
that similar unsatisfactory conditions prevail even in the Madras 
Presidency ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan n I have no infor- 
mation. 


Alleged Hostile Attitude op the East Indian Railway Administbation 
TOWARDS Trade Unions. 

. . % Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 

state if they have received a telegram from the East Indian Eaihvay 
Union complaining of the hostile attitude of the Railway administration 
towards trade unions ? 

(b) If so, how far are the grievances mentioned in the telegram true ? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take to investigate tlie 

complaints and give relief ? u\t,suoate tne 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). The matters referred to in the telegram are eenerallv 
witJiin the competence of the Agent, East Indian Railwav, to deSde Sd 
the telegram lia.s been referred to him for disposal ' ueciae, ana 

Mr. Mchand Navalrai : Has the Honourable klember heard from 
the Agent with respect to this matter ? inomoer neard from 

Mr. P. R. Ran : No, Sir. We did not ask for a reply. 
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Mr. V. V. G-iri : Are Goveninient aware thai main workers who are 
taking an active part in the Trade Union movement on the East Indian 
Eailway have been victimised ^ 

Mr. P. R. Ran : That does not arise out of this question 

Fixation oe the Time foe the Issue of Demand Notices of Income-tax. 

98. "^'Mr. Lalchand Navairai : {a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if the Centra] Board of Revenue have laid down any rule or given 
any instructions to the Income-tax officers, fixing the reasonable maxi- 
lauiii and minmuim limit of time for giving a demand notice for payment 
of ordinary and super income-tax under section 29 of the Income-tax Act ^ 

(?0 Has tlie attention of Government been drawn to the remarks of 
the Court of the Judicial Commissioner in Sind, condemning the p^'actice 
-of issuing notices of demand after a long time — in that case it having been 
issued after about two years ? 

(c) If the answer to part (a) be in the negative,- do Govermi'ent 
propose, in view of the instances such as pointed out in part (&;, to 
make a rule fixing tlie time for the issue of demand notices under section 
29 of the Income-tax Act ? If not, why not ? 

1&. A. H. Ll 03 ^d : {a) No. 

(5) Yes. 

(o) The Commissioner of Income-tax has applied for leave to appeal 
against llie order of the Judicial Commissioner in Sind referred to in 
part (5) of the question The point raised ni tlsis part rf Lhe cfuestion 
will be considered by Ibe Government when they have tl'c result of the 
appeal before them. 

Income-tax Assessments ee-opened in Sind. 

99 '‘"Mr Lalchand Navairai ; Will Government be pleased to 
state in how many cases in each Income-tax office in Sind, assessments 
were re-opened under section 34, as having escaped notice, and after 
how much time during the years 1933-34 and 1934-35, respectively f 
Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement thereof, 
showing briefly the reasons for such re-opening 

Mr A H. Lloyd : The information required is not on record and 
could be compiled only at an expenditure of time and labour that would 
no^ be justified by the value of the results 

Appeals decided by the Assistant Commissionee of Income-tax in Sind. 

100. ‘"Mr. Lalchand Navairai : Will Goveinmeut be pleased to 
state the number of appeals decided by the Assistant Commissioner of 
Income-tax in Bind in the year 1934-35 and the time taken in deciding 
each appeal from the day of the institution of each of them ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : The number of appeals decided by the Assistant 
Commissioner of Income-tax in Sind in the year 1934-35 'was 1,529, As 
regards the time taken in deciding each appeal, the information is not 
on record and could be compiled only at an expenditure of time and 
labour that would not be justified by the value of the results. 
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Mx. Lalchand Navalrai : Is not tlie Honourable Member able to 
find out from the judgments wbat time was taken ? 

Mr, A. H. Lloyd : By going tlirougb 1,529 proceedings, yes. 

Income-tax Cases in Sind called for Review by the Commissioner of 

Income-tax, Bombay. 

101. Lalchand Navalrai : Will Government be pleased to 
state in how many cases the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bombay, called 
for review cases from the Income-tax offices in Sind under section 33 of 
the Income-tax Act in 1934-35, and after how much time from the day 
of the decisions given by the respective Income-tax officers in Sind f 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : Presumably the Honourable Member refers to 
cases Avliere the review was undertaken by the Commissioner of Income- 
tax, Bombay, himself, wuthout a representation from the assessee, for 
the purpose of enhancing the assessment There were only two such 
cases. One of them was taken up after six months and the other eight 
and a half monllis from the date of the decision given by the Income-tax 
Officer concerned. 

Statement of Income-tax Cases laid before the Court of the Judicial 

Commissioner in Sind. 

102. "^Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will Government be pleased to 
state in how many cases in all statements of eases were laid before the 
Coui’t oL' the fludicial Commissioner in Sind under section 66 of tlie 
Income-tax Act in the years 1933-34 and 1934-35, and with what result ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd One in 1933-34 which was decided against the 
Department and three in 1934-35 which have not yet been heard by the 
Court. 


Amendment of Section 61 of the Indian Income-tax Act. 

103 '"Mr Lalchand Navalrai : What steps do Government propose 
to take in order to amend section 61 of the Income-tax Act ? Is it a fact 
that the said section was proposed to be amended in the year 1929 but 
was kept in abeyance pending further consideration ? 

Mr. A H. Lloyd : I would refer the Honourable Member to my 
answer to his question No. 15. 

Platforms at certain Stations on the Madras and Southern Mahratta 

Railway. 

104. M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Are Government 
aware that the Gadur broad gauge platform on the Madras and Sciitiiein 
Mahratta Railway is too low for passengers to get down and get up easily f 

(h) Do Government propose to raise the level of the platform for 
the (‘Onvenience of the passengers at Gudur, Thaduliu and Vepagunta on 
the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, broad gauge line ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the platforms at Gudur, Renigunta, 
Ratpadi and Arkonam are only partly covered and other stations like 
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OMttoor, Tinipati, etc., are not covered at all and great difficulty is felt 
by passengers during summer to get down in the hot sun f 

(d) Do Government propose to put up coverings for the entire 
platforms at all important stations on the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Eailway ^ 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) No The platform is the standard height for 
medium level platforms. 

(b) It is the policy of Government to leave the allocation of funds 
allotted for this purpose to the Agent, who is m touch with the 
relative importance of stations and has the beiieiit of the advice of his 
local advisory commit cee 

(o) No. But Government have no reason to dispute the statements 

made hy the Honourable Member 

(d<) No. I may add that the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway 
propose to have a partly covered platform at Tirupati. 

Mr. M, Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Are Government aware that 
the Local Advisory Committee suggested and recommended that, so 
far as Thaduku and Vepagunta are concerned, they should be covered 
and the level of the platforms also should be raised ’ 

Mr P R. Ran : Possibly, Sir , but it is a quesiion for the Agent to 
decide Avhat is the best way of utilising the sums allotted to him for 
this purpose. 

Prof. N. G Ranga : Will the Honourable Member kindly bring 
this suggestion to the notice of the Agent 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I understood from the Honourable Member that 
the suggestion had been brought to the notice of the Agent by his 
Advisory Committee. 

Brinoing in of Trains near the Platforms at certain Stations on the 
Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway. 

lOo. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Are Government 
aware that on many stations on the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway, such as Chittoor. Puthalpet, Renigunta, etc. when two trains 
cross each other, one of the traips is stopped on the loop-line and pas- 
sengeis includmg old men, women and children mtli hea\ry luggage are 
made to alight on the ground and ero.ss the railway line at great incon- 
venience and risk ^ 

(b) Are Government prepared to issue instructions that ail train'? 
should be brought near the platforms without exception and the passengers 
made to alight and get in from there ? 

Mr. P R. Rau : (a) The Agent. Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway, states that at single line stations on the metre gauge, when Iwot 
passenger trains have to cross, the first train is, wherever possible, 
received on the platform line and the second on another line The 
rules provide for the trains not being allowed to stop opposite each 
other where this can be avoided, and require that the train on one line 
must be drawn ahead of the other so that the rear brake van of one 
train is at least 10 yards clear of the rear brake van of the other train. 

L173IiAD B 
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When this is not possible, passengers are not allowed to alight between the 
two trains or to pass between the Yehicies of either tram. The distance 
from the footboards of vehicles to the ground is comparatively small, 
and it is not considered that passengers are put to any iiieonvenience 
or risk by being required to alight on the ground between two tracks 
instead of one to the platform 

On the broad gauge, wdiere two trains cross, both trains are taken 
on to the platform line. 

(I) The acceptance of mj Honourable friend’s suggestion would in- 
volve considerable delay to passenger trains at stations at which such 
trains cross, and Government are, therefore, unable to accept it. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Are Government aware that 
at Chittoor, the district headquarters m Chittoor district in the I\Iadras 
Presidency, on the metre gauge line two trains stand on two different 
lines, halt there for more than 15 minutes, and there is sufficient time 
for both trains to come to the platform, but that still women and 
children have to get down on the ground and cross the raihvay line 
with heavy luggage at great risk f I would ask the Honourable Mem- 
ber to lay on the table what information he received and what kind 
of inquiry was made, after this question wms put, to conclude that there 
is absolutely no such inconvenience, when day after day we are feeling 
the inconvenience. 

Mr P. R. Rau : I will send a copy of my Honourable friend’s- 
speech to the Agent of the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway. 

Non-Rebtjction oe the Excise Duty on Salt manotactubeb ebom 

Se A’ Water. 


106 M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Will Goreriiment ba 
pleased to state why they have not reduced the excise duty on salt manu- 
factured from sea-water as in the ease of salt and saltpetre produced in 
th‘'‘ Punjab and other mines in Northern India ? 


Mr. A, H. Lloyd : Excise duty has not been reduced on salt produced 
in the Northern India salt sources, as stated by the Honourable Member, 
and there is no duty on saltpetre. Reduced rates of duty are levied on 
salt and mtta educed in saltpetre refineries in Northern India. The con- 
cession has been granted because educed salt is much inferior in quality 
to ordinary salt Sitta is so impure as 1o be unfit for human consump- 
tion, Moreover the license fee for the manufacture of saltpetre includes 
an element of duty on the educed salt. 


Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Is the Honourable Member 
aware that in Anantpore and the Ceded Districts of the Madras Presi- 
dency, such inferior Idnd of salt is produced by the local men, and thaL 
with respect to that kind of salt, similar concessions should be allowed f 

Mr. A, H. Lloyd : I answered the question abcut Northern India. 
I have no reason to believe that the salt produced in the area to which the 
Honourable Member refers is of tlie same inferior quality as that which is 
educed in tbe production of salt in saltpetre refineries. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayypgar : Will the Honourable Member 
kiiidlj make inquines, and, if he is satisfied, extend the concession ? 
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Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I do not think it is necessfj ry to make such 
inquiries. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Is the Honourable Member 
aware that in those districts there has been famine for over a year and 
we have been repeatedly requesting that concessions should be given ? 

Mr. A K Lloyd : I do not think, Sir, that is relevant to the rates of 
duty in Northern India 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : With respect to salt produced 
in other parts of India, similar concessions are given as for salt produced 
in Northern India. Therefore, this conies under that question Will the 
Honourable Member consider suggestion after making inquiries ? 

(No reply ) 

Promotion of Long Staple and Middle Staple Cotton in India. 

107 '-Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Are Government 
auure that m Brazil experiments on a large scale are being made lor the 
jifoductioii of medium staple cotton for siippty to the world markets and 
England ^ 

(b) Are Government aware that annually seven crones worth of long 
staple cotton are being imported into India from the United States of 
America, and if so. are any steps being taken in India to make her self- 
sufficient in cotton ! If so, what ? 

(r;) Are any measures taken for the promotion of long staple and 
middle staple cotton in India, and if so, what are they 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai ; (a) Government are aware of a marked 
increase in the production of cotton in Brazil in recent years 

(h) and (c) During the five years ending 1933-34 the average annual 
imports into India of cotton from the United States of America were 
valued at Rs 1-] crores. The largest imports wot’<‘ in 1932-33, worth 
Rs 3.84 erores Liberal grants are made by Indian Central Colton 
Committee to promote the more extensive cultivation and the marketing 
of improved varieties in India and U) make pure ^xed easily available lo 
the cultivators at a reasonable price end abo for pur])o<es of demonstra- 
tion and propaganda For a detailed account of the Committee A activi- 
ties I would refer the Honourable Member to the Committee’s latesSt report 
for the year ending the 31st August, 1934, a copy of which is available 
in the Library of llie House. These measures have already met with much 
success. 

Mr. B. Bas : Has the Honourable Member suggested io the Finance 
Department io put heavier duty on imported American cotton ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I think that if the Finance Department 
were to take any such action, it would be a very severe blow indeed to 
those mills in this eoiailry which go in for the finer counts. 

Mr. B. Das : What about the agriculturists who produce cotton in 
India ! 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I have already informed the House that 
the Indian Central Cotton Committee is doing its duty by the agricul- 
turists. 

D173LAD b2 
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Mr. M. Ananthasayanam A^angar : What is the quantity of middle 
staple cotton produced in India ? 

Sir Girja Shanfcar Bajpai : I can give my Honourable friend the 
figures for the year 1983-34 : staple one inch — 25^000 bales : inch 

to one inch — 1.346 million bales , 5|8th to 13|16th inch — 1.254 ndllion 
bales. 

Amount baised in India by Subscriptions fob the Silver Jubilee 

Celebrations, 

108. '"Mr. M, Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) What is the total 
amount raised in India by subscriptions from the public and Dy contribu- 
tions from the Local and Central Governments for the Silver Jubilee cele- 
brations What amount was spent out of it, and how was the balan^r 
disposed of ? 

(6) Are Government aware that an extract from an article in the 
Manchester Guardmi appeared in the 3Iadras Mail^ pointing out that the 
Silver Jubilees of Queen Victoria and other Sovereigns were not celebrat^^d 
and that the celebration was unnecessary and expensive f 

(c) Are Government aware that in Madras and Delhi arrests 'were 
made of some persons for carrying on alleged anti-Jubilee propaganda ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) I have no information in 
regard to the amonnt raised or contributed, and expended, in the provinces 
The Government of India allotted a sum of two lakhs, all of which wa.^ 
spent on the celebrations 

(hi T have seen an article in this sense in the Madras Mail of April 
loth last, but there is nothing m the article to show that it was extracted 
from the Manchester Guardian It was an article from a London cor- 
respondent of the Madras Mail 

(<*) In ]\[adras five persons were convicted under the Press Act in 
connection with leaflets, some of a violent revolutionary character, in 
which boycott of the Jubilee was advocated In Delhi eight persons were 
arrested in connection with the circulation of leaflets of a similar nature. 
In all these cases action was .iustified not because the leaflets advocated 
boycott of the Jubilee but because they were otherwise of a seditious 
nature 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : As regards clause (a), 
how is it difiicult for the Honourable klember to collect information re- 
garding the total amounts raised in the several provinces ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The difficulty is that there were 
a very large number of local committees in the different provinces, un- 
official committees, collecting subscriptions, and it would have entailed a 
ver\-^ large amount of correspondence to ascertain how much they collected 
and how much they spent. 

Mr. M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Does the ilonourable Member 
suggest that the Ccmtral Committee in each Presidency is itself not aware 
of the amounts laised throughout that Presidency, and, if it is so aware, 
how IS it (Ufficiih to (^ollecd statistics from eleven Presidency headquarters 
and place them before this Honourable House ? 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am not aware whether the 
Central Committees in each province are aware of what is collected by 
purely local committees : I imagine they were not ; but, in any case, the 
matter is one for the Local Governments, and not for the Government of 
India. 

Mr. M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar ; Can it be a crore of rupees 
approximately ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I cannot say. 

Dr. N. B. Khare : Will Government send for the information re- 
quired ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not think it is of suhieient 
imporiance. 

Mr. M. Aiianthasayanam Ayyangar : With reference to the arrests 
made, is it seditious to say that India cannot afford to celebrate the Jubilee 
at such enormous expense ^ 

Mr. President (The Hononrable Sir Abdur Rahim) • That is asking 
for an opinion 

Dr. Khan Sahib ; Is the Honourable Member aware that in Dera 
Ismail Kdian, on the 5th of May, a Congress shopkeeper was beaten by a 
Dera Ismail Khan Government Honorary Magistrate and the police came 
there on the spot, but took no notice of it, because they wanted him to put 
some flag on Ms shop in celebration of the Jubilee and he refused to do 
it ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry* Craik : How does that arise out of my 
reply ^ 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Because it is in connection with the Jubilee cele- 
bration. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : It has nothing to do with the 
collection of subscriptions. 

Mr, Mohan Lai Saksena : Is the Hononrable Member aware of tbe 
amount collected by the Central Committee at Delhi and how it has been 
spent ? 

The Honourable' Sir Henry Craik : No • I have not the details 

Mr. A. H. GhuEnavi : Is it not a fact that only two British 
sovereigns before His Majesty reigned long enough to reach the stage of 
Silver Jubilee — ^one being Queen Victoria, and the other was one who 
became a lunatic at the time ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; On a point of order, Sir : how does this arise ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
does not think that arises out of the answer. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not think it arises, but I do 
not think that the Honourable Member’s statement is correct. 

Mr. A. H. Ghmznavi : Is it not further the fact that the Silver 
Jubilee Celebration was stopped by Queen Victoria on account of the 
death of the Prince Consort,, and that of the lunatic king did not take 
place on account of his lunacy ? 

(No answer.) 
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Institution of the System of Job Analysis in the Posts and Telegraphs 

Department. 

109. ^Mr. M. AHanthasayanam Ayyangar : Are Govenniieut pre- 
pared to inslitate the system of job analysis in the Posts and Tehis^raphs 
Department for devising economy in expondiliire on the lines, mggebl -d 
fcy Mr. Pope regarding the Eailway Administration ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : The organisai-ion and the 
methods of work of the different branches of the Indian Posts and Tele- 
graphs Department have been examined from time to time since 1921 by 
six different committees with a view toi secure all possibJe economy con- 
sistent with efficiency, which is the object of the system of tlie job analysis. 
Government do not, therefore, consider it necessary at present to institute 
another investigation of the nature contemplated by the Honourable Mem- 
ber. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Instead of carrying on the 
analysis by separate committees, cannot it be concurrently done and 
information gathered in the department itself ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. MitcheE : The department is continually 
carrying out a scriumy of the metliods of work ol its subordinate offices. 

Constitutional Aspect of certain Territories in Baluchistan. 

110. "^'Setli Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the Constitutional a.spect of the following territories in Baluch- 
istan : 

Las Bela, Bugti, Kharan, Makran, Brohi, Marri, and such other 
tribal units ? 

{b) Are these territories under the direct control of British India or 
oonnected with the United Confederation of Kalat State ? 

(r) If the constitutional composition of the territories in question is 
a different one than the two mentioned above, will Government be pleased 
to describe the reality of the fact and throw light on it ^ 

Mr. J. 6. Acheson : So far as this question relates to tribal areas, 
mameiy, Marri and Bugti country, the information is as follows : 

(a) The Mpri and Bugti territories are tribal areas in the Sibi 
Political Agency. 

(h) These areas are not included m British India. They are tribal 
areas under the Political control of the Government of India 
through the Agent to the Governor General in Baluchistan 
and the Political Agent, Sibi, 

(c) Does not arise. 

The remaining areas are Indian State territory. 

Allowances paid to the Tribal Sardars of Baluchistan. 

111. ^Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon \ (a) Will Govornmeut be pleased 
to stale whelher the tribal Sardars of Baluchistan, such as Marri, Bugti, 
Kharan and other territories in Baluchistan, get monthly allowances from 
the Government of India for personal use ? 
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(6) Is it a fact that these Sardars, apart from the above mentioned 
aUowanees, also get certain amounts for maintenance of their administra- 
tion from the Government of India ? 

(c) If the reply to parts (a) and (&) above be in the affirmative, 
will Government be pleased 1o lay on the table a consolidated statement 
showing’ therein yearly amounts paid to individual Sardars ? 

(d) Do the tribal Sardars of Marri and Bugti render any service to 
the British India and if so, What kind of service ? 

(e) Do the Sardars mentioned in part (d) get the above stated 
allowances in virlue of some treaties made betweeji them and Government, 
and if so, will G(werniiient please place copies of those treaties on the 
table ? 

Mr, J. G. Acheson : So far as tribal Sardars are concerned the 
information is : 

(а) Certain Sardars of Baluchistan draw monthly allowances from 

Governmeni and in return they are made responsible for the 
tranquillity of their tribal areas Some of them have to 
maintain a specified niiniber oC tribal levies for this purpose. 
AYheii cal]e<l upon to do so they serve as members of Jirgas. 

(б) No, except in so far as the upkeep of levies and the duties 

described m the answer to part (a) can be described as 
'maintenance of administration h 

(c) A consolidated statement of such allowances is furnished. 

(d) Of the Sardars whose names are shown in the consolidated 

statement whidi is laid on the table, only four lielong to 
British Baluchistan and, therefore, to British India. They 
render sercices to British India iii the manner described in 
the answer to part {a) The remainder do not render 
any direct serdee to British India except that tliey serve on 
Jirgas and that they keep order in their tribal areas which 
has a direct effect on conditions in the neighbouring areas 
of British India. 

(e) There are no treaties but regular agreements with the Marris 

and Bugtis, copies of which are laid on the table. There are 
neither treaties nor agreements with other Sardars. 
Kharan is a part of Indian State territory, regarding which 
Government are not prepared to answer questions in this 
House. 


Statement showing allowances paid to Saedaes in Baluchistan. 


Quetta Pi$h%n District. 

K. S. Sardar Ghulam Molid. Tarin 

Kalat and Chaga/i District. 

Chagai District. 

Sardar Molid. Ali Khan Meagal 
Sardar Abdul Aziz Khan Badim 
Sardar Mehrullah Khan Jamaldini 
Mir Ohandan Khan Tarasezai Mengal . 

Sardar Taj Mohd. Sanjerani . . 


B&- 

1,800 


19,260 
9,600 
9 726 
1,440 
28,800 
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Loralm J)uiT%ct, 

Sardar Bhahbaz Klxan Waaechi 
Baidar Habib UUab Khan Belkhel 
Sardar Allah Bad Khan J aff ar 
K. B. Sardar Shah Ghazi Khan 
Sardar Sobha Khan Lehrzai . . 

K. S Sardar Baz Mohd. Khan 

SM Disinct, 

Marn Service (excluding Kohlu and By Sub-Bivision) 
Bugti Service 

K B. Saidar Samundar Khan Barozai . 

K. B. Sardar Wahab Khan, MBE. 

K. S* Murad Khan Sarangzai 
Sardar Bust am Khan Jamab 

Zhoh District. 

Sardar Bahadur Sardar Mohd. Khan Jogezai 
Sardar Bahadur Sardar Zarghun Khan Jogezai 


Bs. 

840 

960 

720 

840 

960 

1,800 


47,460 

70,200 

1,320 

1,380 

990 

600 


1,800 

1,800 


Agreement given by Sirdar Mihrullah Khan and the Chiefs of the Marri Tribe, ia 
Ma 3 or Sir Bobert Sandeman, K.O.S.I, Agent, Governor General, Baluchistan, at his 
camp at Quat on the 6th January, 1881. 

We, Sirdar Mihrulla Khan, Tumandar, Karram Khan, Chief of the Bijerani 
section, Bakhtiyar Khan and Sobdar Khan, Chiefs of the Tingani section, Kihal Khf^n 
Boharani, Mir Hazar, Gazani, Kote Khan, Bijerani, Sheran, Kalwam, Batil, Shaheja, 
Gul Muhammad, Chilgri, and other chiefs of the Marns, agree as follows on the follow- 
ing conditions : 


(1) The whole country shall remain at peace, and all the roads shall be kept 
open without hinderance. If any evil-doing is perpetrated by the Marri 
tube m Sind, the Pun 3 ab, or any part of British territory, Government 
is to have the right of stopping this service, and of cutting off all inter- 
course with the tribe. 


(2) When any theft is committed in British territory, or on the British roads 

the Tumandar and chiefs mil immediately restore the stolen property! 
If serious offences, such as muider or highway robbery, are committed 
either within British territory or on trade roads, or in their neighbouT- 
Tum^dar and Chiefs will be responsible for the production 
o± the actual oftenders If the Tumandar and Chiefs are not eoueemed 
pid are faithful m this, the Political Officer will assist them in carry- 
ing out this condition ; hut if it appears that the Tumandar and Chiefs 
rospo^siblT concerned in the crime, they will be themselves held 

(3) The Mam tribe shall have no claim to any additional pay on account of 

neonlf‘°rL.ifcr telegraph lines, and they shall prevent their 

^ Government will, of course, 

'sSp.: “*”• " •” 

(4) Tie ramlltra o^Wd, tt® Imw, M, pa, i,, tliit either he himself, 

son, shall be present in attendance on the PoHtieal Officer as 
long as he is m his own country on this duty he shaff not rS any 
subsistence allowance (for the attendance), but when he goes out of hL 

S.i.r.STnS.e'Sr' leS 


(") 
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(6) The Vakil and his two sowars shall, so long as required remain in attendance 

on the Agent, Grovernor General. When Agent, Governor General, does 
not himself require him, he shall be in attendance on the Political 
Ofiicer, « 

(7) Whenever the Political Officer or the Agent, Governor General, sununons the 

Tumandar or any of the Chiefs, he shall at once attend without making 
excuses. 

(8) Hostages, as specified in the separate list annexed, with one Eessaldar and 

ten sowars, shall remain continually, till further ordeis, present at Sibi. 
The Marri Eessaldar and sowars will be responsible for their production 
daily before the Political Officer at ISibi The hostages shall be changed 
in regular turn in the manner specified in the list, with the permission 
of the Political Officer, Sibi 

We will remain subject to the British Government, and will not wage war, nor 
make any attempt at iiiliic ting lotnbutiun on any other people or tribe, vuthout the 
permission of Government. 

We have written these words as our agreement and sunnud. 

Beal of Sirdar Mihrulla Khan. 

Mark of Karram Khan, Bijerani. 

Mark of Bakhtiyar Khan, Tingani 
Mark of Sobdar Tingani 
Mark of Nihal Khan, Laharani. 

Mark of Mir Hazar, Gazani, Nozbandagam. 
Mark of Kote, Bijeram. 

Mark of Blieran, Kalwani. 

Mark of Batil, Shaheja 

Mark of Gul Muliammad, Chilgri. 

Mark of Koti, Tingani 
Mark of Jamal, Tmgani. 

Witnesses 

(Sd.) Sirdar Asad Khan, Eaisam. 

(Seal of) Mir Yar Muhammad, son of Sirdar Alladina Kurd 
(Seal of) Sirdar Alladina Kurd. 

Dated 6ih January, 19$o. 


Terms regarding service, 'behaviour^ and hostages agreed to by the Sirdars, Chiefs, 
and Mucaddams of the Bngti Tribe. 

Whereas Lieutenant-Colonel Eeynolds, Political Agent, Lieutenant ^ Jennings, 
Officiating Assistant Agent to the Governoi General, have, with the sanction of the 
Agent, Governor General, planned the service as shoivn in List 2 attached. 

We, Mir Shabaz Khan, eldest son of Sirdar Ghiilam Murtaza Khan, and on his 
behalf, Gohram Khan, uncle of Keehi Khan, Shambani, and on his behalf, Shah AK 
Mueaddam, Muson Bijar Nothani, Toiiriz JMotham, Eehan Nothani, Dilijan Kotham, 
Eiigha Kulpar, Fiittuhul, Kulpar, Mirdost, Knlpar, Haidar Kulpar, Easab Kulpar, 
Zunu Kulpar, Barani Mundrani, Sobdar Khiazai, Pntteh Khan Shambani, and Ghuna 
Khan, Shambani, agree as follows . 

(1) That ive will at once give six hostages who vull remain m Jacobabad or 
wherevei the Agent, Governor General, may order They wall be from the following 
sections * 

1 from the Musori section. 

1 from the Nothani section. 

2 from the Kulpar section. 

1 from the Mundrani section, 

1 from the Shambani section. 

They will be changed as per detail in the annexed List No. 3. 
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One of the Bugti Birdar^s sons will also remain with the hostages, who will b® 
under his orders. He will be responsible for their daily reporting themselves to the 
Political Agent m charge. 

(2) It any of the Bugtis hereattei commit petty thefts, etc., within British 
territory, the sirdar will at once recover the stolen property. But if the offence com- 
mitted be such as murder, Mghway robbery or other serious offence, the offender will be 
produced and made over to the Political Agent. If more than reasonable delay occurs, 
the hostage belonging to the criminal section will be kept in close custody until the 
actual ottender or oltendeis aie produced. 

(3) The amount of pay will be the same as hitherto sanctioned by Government ; 
but this will be disbursed in future only to those who are actually in the performance 
of duty. 

Detail of service, has been given in the annexed list No. 2. 

Mir fcShabaz Khan, eldest son of Sirdar Ghuiam Murtaza Khan, will be recognized 
as Besaldar or commandant of the sowars. All the sowars will remain under his 
orders. 

Shabaz Khan will himself work under the direction of his father, but will, when 
necessary, send out sowars to recover stolen cattle, etc. 

At present Ghuiam Murtaza Khan being ill, Shabaz Elhan will officiate as sirdar 
of the Bugtis in addition to his own w'ork ; when the foimer recovers, he will resume 
the charge of his own duties. 

(4) One Jemadar, a Kind, if possible, with 12 Biluch Guide sowars, will, be 
stationed at Bibiuk Dcra to see that the terms of this agreement are properly executed. 
If necessary, some of these sowars may be detached to Thusu to keep the Shambanis 
up to tiieir agreement 

Kechi Khan and Gohram Khan will be held responsible for keeping the peace 
on the part of the fShambani section, and Ghuiam Murtaza Khan and Mir Shabaz Khan 
on the part of the rest of the tribe. 

(5) In future when any sirdars or inueaddams are sent for on Government duty 
and out of their own district, they will receive subsistence allowance at the rate allowed 
to the Mams 

When they are summoned, the number of the men to accompany them should 
always be clearly stated by the summoning officer 

(6) If people of any section refuse to obey the order of their sirdar, and the 
girdar wishes them punished, Government will have this punishment earned out, on 
the Assistant Agent, Governor General’s ascertaining that the sirdar’s complaint ig 
true and that punishment is deserved. 

(7) We, the sirdar and mucaddams, agree that in future we will remain subject 
to the British Government, and v?ill not wage war against Marris, Shambanis, or other® 
without the permission of Government 

(8) The hostages will be allowed to go when Government is satisfied, from the good 
behaviour of the tribe, that the arrangements are of a permanent character. This 
point to be decided by tlia Agent, Governor General. 

(9) When the sirdai or any of the chiefs arc summoned by the Assistant Agent, 
Governoi General, he shall at onee attend without nialdng excuses 

(Sd. ) Mir Shabaz Khan, son of Bugti Tumandar. 

(Sd ) Gohram Khan, uncle of Tumandar Shambani. 

(Sd ) Shah Ali, Musori Mueaddam. 

(Sd ) Bijar Khan, Kothani 

(Sd.) Touriz Khan, Kothani. 

(Sd.) Rehan Khan, Kothani. 

(Sd ) Dilijan Khan, Kothani. 

(Sd ) Rugha Khan, Kulpar. 

(Sd.) Puttuhull, Kulpar 

(Sd ) Mir Dost, Kulpar. 

(S(l ) Hyder, Kulpar. 

(Sd ) Easab, Kulpar. 

(Sd ) Xunu, Kulpar. 

f Sd ) Barani Mundrani. 

(Sd.) Sobdar Khiazai. 

(Sd.) Eutteh Khan, Shambani. 

(Sd.) Guhna Khan, Shambani. ' 
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Witnesses. 

((Sd ) Nawab Imam Baksli Khan, Mazari 
(Sd.) fSirdar Assad Khan, Raisani. 

(Sd ) Naib Mulla Piijaii 

Countersigned and approved, pending sanction of Goverimieiit 

(Bd.) B REYNOLDS, Lieut -Colonel. 

Political Agent 

(Sd.) K H JBxYNKNGS, Lieut. -Colonel, 

EE, 

Offg. Assisldnf Agent, Governor Genet al 


Territories of Kalat State 

112 ‘''Seth Haji Abdoola Haroan : (a) Will Go vermneut be pleased 
to state ^Guit tciiitories of Kalat State are on lease ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the expenditure on the adiiiiiiistration oE rbese 
terrifones is heavy in comparison with their income, resiiltint,^ in loss to 
Go^^eriinod, and if so what is the total amount of loss sustained every 
year 

Ml’ J G. AchesoH : (a) The following territories of the Kalat 
State are on lease 

1 District and Niaha» of Quetta 

2 Bolan Pass 

3 District and Niabat of Xushki 
4. Niabat of Nasirabad 

The terms on which these temlories liave been given on lease are 
stated 111 Agreements Nos XIY, XXVI and XXVIII published m 
A:K'!‘f\son ’s Treaties, Volume XT, dih Edition, 1929 

(i) The loss sustained is as under : 

1 District and Niahat of Qneita — The figures for this area are not 

available as the records of the Office of the Political Agent, 
<jii( rta-Ihshin, v;ei\‘ baruhl in the earthquake and have not 
yet been fully salvaged 

2 Bolan Pass. — The average defieit for ihe past three years in 

round figures is Rs 65,000 a year. 

3. District and Ninhat of Nnshk i — The annual deficit is Rs 58,000. 

4. Niabat of Nasirabad — The average annual deficit for the three 

years (1928-29 to 1930-31) prior to the opening of the 
Khirtar Canal was Es. 62,000 a year No reliable figures 
after the opening of the Khirtar Canal are available as a 
consolidated land revenue and water rate is being recovered 
from the land-hold cts and no financial adjustment between 
the Baluchistan and Bombay Governments regarding the 
cost of the Khirtar Canal and its working has yet been 
arranged Development operations are still proceeding and 
a considerable portion of the waste lands has still to be 
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colonized. The income t!rom these lands is on the increase. 
The deficit on the average of the past four years after the 
opening of the Khirtar Canal has been reduced to Rs 14,67£> 
per annum subject to any adjustment referred to above 

Position of the Political Agency in the Territories of Yob and 

Khatrano in Baluchistan. 

113. '^Setii Haji Abdoola Haroon : Will Go^crmaeJd be ]'leased to 
state the real position of the Political Agency of the Government of India 
m the territories of Yob and Khatrano (Baluchistan) and whexher these 
territories are permanently under British India, and if not, then what the 
real position is ® 

Mr. J G. Acheson : It is presumed that the Honourable Member 
refers to the Zhob and Loralai Political Agencies. These are not included 
in British India but are tribal areas known as Agency territories l^aliy 
on the same footing as the tribal territory on the North-West Frontier. 

Constitutional Character of the Shahi and other Jirgas in 

Baluchistan. 

114 ■^'Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Will Govenmient be pleased 
to state the constitutional character of Shahi Jirga in Baluchistan, and 
its powers, and in what capacity outsider Sardars and other representa- 
tives participate in the said Shahi Jirga ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to .state the constitutional character 
of other local Jirgas of Baluchistan and their powers and responsibilities ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state • 

(i) whether the Presidents of the Shahi and other Jirgas in 
Baluchistan are nominated by Government or elected by their 
members, and, in ease they are nominated, the reasons for 
the .same and the qualifications required for saeh Presidents ; 
and 

(?i) whether Government are prepared to allow the Jirgas to elect 
their own Presidents instead of the Government’s nominee ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (a) The Shahi Jirga is a Council of Elders 
consisting of the Chiefs of the tribes in Baluchistan. The members of 
the Jirga are appointed by the Aegnt to the Governor General Import- 
ant civil and crmiinal eases and questions of tribal cusitomary law which 
cannot be settled by District and Joint Jirgas are referred to the Shahi 
Jirga for opinion. It is not understood exactly what is meant by Out- 
sider Sardar ” but there is nothing to prei^ent the Agent to the Governor 
General from nominating Sardars and others .who are not normally mem- 
bers of the Shahi Jirga to be members of that body to assist in their deli- 
berations for special reasons. 

(6) (i) District Jirgas are appointed by Political Agents from, the 
leading men of the various tribes in their districts. Such Jirgas deal 
with cases within the district and they make recommendations according 
to the customary law of the tribes concerned. Orders on their findings are 
passed by Political Agents 
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(ii) Joint Jirgas — Tliese Jirgas function in the same way as District 
Jirgas but deal with cases which occur between residents of different 
districts. 

(in) Inter-Prov%nc%al J%rgas — These Jirgas deal with cases which 
occur between I'esidents of Baluchistan and residents of the Punjab and 
the North-Wesft Frontier Province. 

(c) {%) The Presidents of the Shahi and other Jirgas are nominated. 
There are no special qualifications but the President of a Jirga has to see 
that eases are heard promptly ; that the proceedings are correctly drawn 
up and that the hearing is impartial He must also- have a thorough 
knowledge of customary law and of jirga procedure. For these reasons 
nomination is necessary. 

{%%) Government do not see any reason to make a change, for which 
there has been no demand, in the existing system 

Alleged Monopoly of Non-Sindhis in the ELarachi General Post Office. 

115 '‘Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Will Government be 
pleased to state : 

ia) whether their attention has been drawn to an article, with the 
heading Monopoly of Non-Scindhis in the Karachi General 
Post Office appearing in the Daily Ahmhid, in its issue 
oi the 14th March, 1935 ; 

(6) if so, what action they have taken or propose to take m the 
matter ; and 

(/') if not, whether Government propose to make any enquiry or lo 
take any action in regard to the subject matter of the 
article ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G Mitchell : The attention of the Honour- 
able 1\1 ember is drawn to the re])ly given by Mr. Bewoor on :he 9th 
April, 1935, to his identical starred question No. 1680 

Distinction in the Payment of Eailway Fare by ax Indian Major and 

A British Captain. 

llu '’Mr ¥. V. Giri : (a) Are Government aware that a Jxniior 
Indian iMajor fIM.S.) drawing less pay than a Senior British Captain 
( r.M S ) has to travel first class on payment of full first class fare, whereu 
the latter though drawing more pay (including overseas pay) travels 
first class on payment of only second class fare ? 

(h) If the reply to part {a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please si ate the reasons for this distinction ^ 

(c) Are Government prepared to allow the above concession on 
salary basis rather than on rank ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. G. E. P. Tottenham : {a) and (h). The answer to part {a) is 
in the affirmative but the reason has nothing to do with either the pay 
or the nalionulity of the officer. The concession of iravellhig first class 
at second class rates is given to all Captains and Subalterns whether 
British or Indian, but not to Majors, either Indian or British. 
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(c) No, Sir. I imagine a concession of this kind based on salary 
would be exceedingly difficult to work. 

Pandit Lakskmi Kanta Maitra : May I know from the Honourable 
Member if there is any rule m the Military Department which permits 
Captains to travel in higher class compartments than those for which 
fares are paid ? Are they permitted to travel in first class though they 
pay fares for second class ? If so, may I know the grounds for this 
concession ? 

Mr. G E. P. Tottenham : The Military Departnient see no reason 
to depart from the present practice by which the concession of travelling 
first class at second class rates is confined to the junior ranks, that 
Captains and Subalterns, They see no reason to alter that practice. 


Eecommendations of the Hides Cess Committee. 


117. ^Qari Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state the expenditure incurred on the Hides Cess Commute e 
appointed in 1929 ^ 

(h) What VI rc, in brief, the mam recommendations of that Com- 
mittee ? 

(c) How far have those recommendations been adopted by Govern- 
ment ^ 

(d) If no action has been taken, what unforeseen reasons have heem 
responsible for it ? 

(e) Do Government now contemplate taking any steps in pursuance 
of those recommendations and, if so, when ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : (a) The actual 
expenditure incurred on the Hides Cefes Enquiry Committee was 
Rs. 46,426. 

(h) The Honourable Member is referred to Chapter XI of the Report 
of the Hides Cess Enquiry Committee, a copy of which is in the Library. 

(c), (d) and (e). I would refer the Honourable M'ember to Sir 
Joseph Shore's speech in this House on the Finance Bill of 1934 as printed 
on pages 2632-2634 of the Legislative Assembly Debates, dated the 22h<i 
March, 1934. The imposition of a suitable cess on the exports of hides 
and skins from India is a necessaiy precedent to the adoption of the other 
recommendations of the Hides Cess Enquiry Committee and in the present 
depressed condition of the export trade it is felt that any action which 
may tend to raise the prices of Indian hides and skins in the export 
markets and so place them in an unfavourable position vis-a-vis theii- 
competitors would be injurious to the industry itself. 


Position of Indians in Zanzibab. 

118 *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government he pleased to sfate : 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Colonial Secretary has definitely 
turned doy;n the representation of the GoverLent of IndiJ 
on the position of Indians in Zanzibar • 
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(b) what is the actual position to-day ; 

(c) whether Government will take any action to vindicate the posi- 

tion of Indians in Zanzibar ; and 

(d) if sOy when, and what those steps are I 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) No. 

(b) to (d) The general question is still the subject of discussion 
between the Secretary of State for India and the Secretary of Stale for 
the Colonies. Meanwhile, I am authorised to announce that if any specific 
cases of hardship alleged to have resulted from application of the new 
arrangement are brought locally to the notice of tlie Government o£ 
Zanzibar, they will be most carefully investigated by that Government 
and, if necessary, brought to the noliec of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to clause {a) of 
the question, may I iaiow, Sir, whether the Government reported to the 
Emigi^alion (Committee, at the meeting held earlier in the year, that 
the Colonial Secretary had turned down the representation o£ the 
Govei-nmenfc of India ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The proceedings of the Standing Emi- 
graticm Committee are confidential, and 1 cannot disclose what trans- 
pired in those meetings without the approval of the Committee itself, 
but I think 1 can tell my friend that what was reported to the Committee 
was merely mtermediatei stage of the negotiations. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : The Standing Emigration Committee is a 
Committee of this House, and is there any rule or eoii\euuon that things 
which take place there cannot be disclosed or told in the House ? What 
is this Ccaiiimttee for ? I want a ruling from you, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That rule 
applies to Select Committers. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The position is that, so far the Standing 
Emigration Committee has always been consulted as to whether questions 
which are discussed there should be made public or not. The particular 
point as to ^vdiether information should be conveyed to the House or not 
has not been considered before, and if you, Sir, wish me to explain to 
tlie House vliat happened in that Committee, I am prepared to do so. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yes, I want that information 

Several Honourable Members : We all want that information. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I have already conveyed that informa- 
tion to my Honourable friend without going into details. I said what 
was reported to the Committee was an intermediate stage of the negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know, therefore, whether this representa- 
tion was turned down at the intermediate stage, and, after that, the 
Government of India went with their begging bowls in their hand and 
are now considering the whole position ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : There is no question of a hegHng bowl 
or any other kind of eleemosynary instrument being used. The problem 
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is really a difficult one. The suggestion that the Houoiirable Member is 
rei’erniig t(' is a suggestion for a particular kind of inquiry. The 
Secretary of State for the Colonies said that he did not feel justified at 
that stage ii. embarking upon an inquiry, because sufficient time had 
liot elapsed since the passing of the legislation to enable him or the 
local authoiities to say how the legislation was working. It was only 
natural in the circumstances that the Government of India should say : 

Very well, we shall wait for a little time in order to enable you to 
gather experience of the working of the legislation, but meanwhile if 
there are any difficulties that individuals are eixperieneing, you must 
piovidc relief for them and that relief is provided for by the state- 
ment which I have made in the latter part of my reply. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : In view of this courageous attitude of the 
Govennnent, may I know what is the latest position in this matter f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The latest position as, I understand, is 
that the general question is still the subject of discussion between the 
Secretary of State for India and the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are the Government of India considering the 
question of levying an embargo on the import of cloies into this country 
as a nu'asure of retaliation 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : My Honourable friend may rest assured 
that evmytluug connected with this question is receiving the attention 
of tiie Goveinmenl, 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : That, Sir, is a very poor assurance in view of 

fact iliat the Government of India have failed all these years to do 
anyibing effective. 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honourable 
Member has put his question and he has got an answer. 

Mr S Satyamurti : No, Sir ; the answer was that everything con- 
nected with this question was receiving the attention of the Government 
I want to liiiow whether Government are considering this particular 
qm^'tion of ]mtting an embargo on the import of cloves from Zanzibar 
Inin tins nonutiy That question has not been answered 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
thinks the answer is in the affirmative, is it not ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : No, Sir ; he said that he i< eonsid(^r 2 ng every- 
thing c'onnected witli this question. I want to know particularly whether 
they are considiring this question of putting an embargo on the import 
of cloves. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim} : The Honourable 
Member has already replied to his question. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai ; Everything connected with this question 
is being considered by the Government of India, and if my friend, 
Mr Ralyamurli, thinks that this particular question is not sufficiently 
relevant, then, in that ease, he is not justified in assuming or suggest- 
ing. . .. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The point is 
whether the question of the import of cloves is being considered, or not. 
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Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Everything connected with this question 
is under consideration .... 

Hr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahnn) : Does the 
Honourable Member mean that it is under considci’atioii I 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : Sir, you cannot give an answer for the Gov- 
ernment. Thi‘} must give the answer. 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : The Honourable 
Member has soid that he is considering everything including this. That 
is how the Cbair understands his answer. 

Mr S. Satyamnrti : He has not stated so. 

Mr. N M. JosM : May I know whether the Government of India are 
aware that a company is being formed in Loudon for dealing in cloves f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I do not know whether that actually 
arises out of this question, but the Government of India have no infor- 
mation on that sub,icct. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask if the Government of India will make 
iiiqiiines ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : If my friend will be good enough to 
diselose‘ to me the source of his information and if it is of sufficient 
importance to justify an inquiry being made, the Government of India 
will certainly make an inquiry. 

Mr. B. Das : With reference to the reply to the last part of the 
question, will the Honourable Member kindly tell me if the Government 
of India have brought to the notice of the Colonial Minister any special 
eases of difficulties o£ Zanzibar merchants ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : We may be making inquiries from the 
Imperial Ouizeiisliip Association of Bombay, but if my friend had listened 
to my answer, he would have gathered that it is open to individuals in 
Zanzibar, i£ they so wished, to make representations direct to the Gov- 
ernment of Zanzibar. 

Mr. B Das : Direct to the Government of Zanzibar ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Yes. 

Mr B Das : And not to the Government of India ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : It is open to them to report to the Gov- 
ernment of India and suggest to them that they should take action, but 
if they think that this is likely to be a dilatory proecs'^^ it is open to 
them to make representations direct to the Government of Zanzibar. 

Mr. B. Das : Will the Government of Zanzibar forward these repre- 
sentations to the Colonial Secretary in London ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : He has been definitely asked to forward 
important cases to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Seth Govmd Das : Who is to decide whether these individual cases 
are important or not f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : There is nothing to prevent the indivi- 
duals (concerned representing to the Secretary of Stale for the Colonies 
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it tlic local authorities, by any chance, consider an important case, to be 
nnimporrant. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Did the Government of India receive any 
represent ati on from Indians in Zanzibar to take retaliatory measures ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The Government of India have received 
representation from the Indian National Association in Zanzibar to take 
retaliatory action. They have also seen reports of Reisoliitions on tlie 
subject in the press. 

Inclusion of Pbovisions for a Statutory Railway Authority in the 
Government op India Act. 

119. S. Satyamnrti : (a) Will Governmont be pleased to state 
whether the Government of India, in their despatch on this sii'Oject, asked 
the Secretary of State for provisions for a Statutory Railway Authority to 
be included in the Government of India Act ? 

(b) Will they he pleased lo lay their correspondence with the Secre- 
tary of State on the table ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullali Khan : Government are 
not prepared to disclose the nature of their confidential communications 
wUh tlie Secretary of State, and, in this connection, I may draw the 
Honourable Member's attention to the supplementary questions put by 
bini to qiiesLon No. 21 on the 6th February, 1935, to Sir Joseph Bhore 
and the replies thereto. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : May I know if the Government of India con- 
template ml reducing any further legislation on this matter, and, if so, 
when ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I believe the 
Honourable Member has already put down a question to that effect. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Is it to be held secret from people 
who make the contribution ? (After a pause.) No answer ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim ') : The Honourable 
Member has said that it is a confidential communication and he cannot 
disclose it 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Confidential from those who contri- 
bute funds ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Yes, apparently. 

Outlay on the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. 

120. ''Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state 
the total outlay on the Imperial Agricultural Research Council since it 
was set up, and the results achieved so far ! 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : A statement is laid on the table Parti- 
culars of the research schemes and of the progress made are publishedL 
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in tbe annna] reports of the Council, copies of which are a<v'ailable in the 
Library of the Ilotise. 


Statement. 


Actuals 

1929-30. 

Actuals 

1930-31. 

j 

Actuals i 
1931-32 1 

1 

1 

Actuals 

1932-33. 

Actuals 

1933-34. 

Actuals 

1934-35 

Budget 

Estimate 

1935-36. 

Rs 

1 RrS 

1 

i 

Rb. 1 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

1,46,181 

6,91,355 

6 9L061 

S,60,73i) 

U,05,762 

14.61,947 

i 1 

22,49,100 

1 


Prof. N. G. Sanga : Are the results of the inYcstigations being made 
by the Ooimcil into the cost of cultivation of certain crops now avail- 
able f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : T Biionld like to have notice of that 
question. I could not say whether the results are available or not 

Prof. N. G Eanga : Are the agricultural interesis represented on the 
Imx)erial Council ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : This question relates to the amounts of 
grants made by the Governor General in Council and the activities of 
the Council ; it does not relate to the constitution of the Council. 

Reduction in India's Contribution to the League of Nations. 

121. "^Mr. S. Satyamurti : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
what reduction they have been able to secure in India’s contribution to 
the League of Nations f 

(h) Are Government aware of any reasons why India should con- 
tribute more than any of the self-governing Dominions f 

(c) What is the indirect return to this country in the form of 
salaries of Indian employees of the League per year ^ 

(d) What steps are Government taking to get India’s contribution 
reduced and to get the employment of Indians in the League organization 
increased ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) India’s contribution for 
1935 has been reduced by one unit as the result of the distribution among 
existing Members of units allotted to Russia on her entering the League. 

(h) Government see no reason to snppose that the comparative 
assessments of India and the Dominions indicate any failure properly to 
apply the principles on which existing assessment is based, for those 
principles recognise population as one of the factors to be taken into 
account. 

(g) The aggregate amount of the salaries of the Indian employees 
of the League in 1934 appears to have been one hundred and thirteen 
thousand, three hundred Swiss Francs. 
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(d) As regards the first part of the question, I would refer the 
Honourable Member to part (h) of my reply to question No. 590, asked oy 
Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla, on the 14ih August, 1934 The matter 
is now under consideration in connection with the forthcoming prepara- 
tion of a revised scale of allocation. 

As regards the second part of the question, for the reasons explained 
in my reply to part fo) of question No. 500, asked by Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, 
on the 9tli August, 1934 no means exist of securing an early material 
increase in the number of Indians employed in the League’s organisations, 
but I may mention that certain informal representations on the subject 
have recently been addressed to the Secretary General and have elicited 
a sympathetic pply I take the opportunity of laying on the table a 
statement showing the number of officers employed m the League Secre- 
tariat and the International Labour Office on a minimum salary of not 
less than 12,000 Swiss Francs per annum, from which the Honourable 
Member will observe that, leaving out of account Great Britain, France, 
Italy and Svv"'tzerland, the scale of whose representation is necessarily 
infliienced by geographical and linguistic considerations, the number of 
Indian employees compares by no means unfavourably with the number 
of nationals of other States Members. 


^^taiemenf shotting the numbe) of oJJIcpis employed tn the League Secretariat and in the International 
Labour Office whose minimum salaiy %s not less than 12,000 Swiss Francs pei annum 


Nationality. 

Secre- 

tariat. 

Remarks. 

I.L 0 

Remarks. 

Total (exclu- 
sive of 
Interpreters, 
Translators, 
&c.). 

British 

47 

21 Interpreters, 
tianslators, &c 

39 

14 Interpreters, 
translators, 

51 

French 

31 

16 Do 

41 

7 Bo , . 

49 

Russia 


. . 

1 

i do 


Germany . . 

6 


n 

6 do. 

31 

Italy 

13 


s 

2 do. . 

19 

India 

»> 

i 

3 


0 

China 

2 

1 

1 



2 

Spain 

3 

1 

i 1 

1 

2 

1 do 

4 

Canada 

3 

i 

1 

3 

1 do. 

5 

Poland 

6 


.■> 

1 do. 

7 

Argentine 






Czechoslovakia 


i 

* * j 

1 


5 

Anstralia . . 

3 j 


I 


4 

Holland . . . . j 

5 ; 

1 

j 

i 

3 j 


8 
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Nationality 

Secre- 

tariat 

Remarks j I L.O 

Remarks. 

Torai (exclu- 
sive of 
Interpreters, 
Translators, 

&c.)* 

Roumama 

1 

1 


2 

Belgium 

5 

3 

1 Interpreters 

7 




translators, etc 


Sweden 

3 

2 


5 

Switzerland 

10 

1 Interpreters, 19 

7 Interpreter, 

21 



translators, etc. 

translators, etc. 


South Africa 

1 

1 

1 Do. 

1 

Japan 

4 


1 Do 

6 

Mexico 


j 



Denmark 

3 

1 

1 2 

{ 


5 

Dmland 

1 

1 

1 1 


2 

Ireland 

1 

1 

i ^ 


4 

New Zealand 

2 

! 1 

1 


3 

Turkey 

1 

1 

1 * 

• 

1 

Chile 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Norway 

3 j 

! ^ I 


4 

Peru 


' 


•• 

Hungary' 

2 

1 2 

' 1 Interpreters, 

3 




translators, etc. 

1 

Austria 

4 

1 1 2 


! ^ 

Greece 

2 

1 


2 

Siam 

1 

! .. 1 

: 


1 1 

1 

Portugal 


1 i 

j 1 Interpreters, 

1 



> 

j traxislators, ere. 


Cuba 


Interpreters and ! 

Interpreters and 




translators. 

translators. 


Bulgaria . . , . 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 Do. 

I 

Persia 

1 

i 1 

1 


: 2 

1 

Columbia . . 




1 

Uruguay 

2 



j ^ 

Venezuela 

1 


• 


Lithuania 

1 

1 

•• 

1 

Bolivia 


i 


1 

Latvia 

1 

1 •• 

! 

i 1 
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Nationality. 

Secre- 

tariat. 

Remarks 

I. L 0. 

Remarks. 

Total (exclu- 
sive of 
Interpreters, 
Translators, 
etc.). 

Estonia 

1 




1 

Iraq 






Abyssinia . 

' 





Afghanistan 






Albania 

i ! 



1 

Dominica i 

* 

! 

i 




Guatemala j 






Haiti 






Honduias 






Sah'^ador 






Liberia 






Luxemburg 

2 


] 


3 

Nicaragua 





.. 

Panama 

1 




1 

Paragua . . 






America 

5 

1 

.. j .. 

5 


Mr. S. Satyamiirti : With reference to the Honourable Member’s 
answer to clause {a) of Ihe question, may I know what is the percentage 
of reduction f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Do I understand that my 
Honourable friend wants to know what that is in rupees, annas and 
pies ? 

Mr. S Sai/jaiiiUxti : 1 want the percentage. Percentage should be 
ithe same for all coins. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The position is this if I may 
just explain. This time there are 951 uniks, and a unit is also not a 
fixed quantity, because 951 units represent the whole amount budgeted, 
which may vary from time to time. But, roughly speaking, one unit is 
in this ease Rs, 25,000. 

Mr Satyamurti : May T know, with regard to the answer to clause 
(b) of the question, apart from population, whether there is any other 
reason why \ve shouhl contribute more than Canada, xiustralia, or South 
Africa f 
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The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I find various items are taken 
into consideration. Speaking* from memory, apart from population, other 
items like the number of labourers, the number of schools and other edu- 
cational institutions, and various other factors are taken into consideration. 
I cannot give any more definite reply to my Honourable friend than what 
I have said. That is, on the working of these principles, they have axTived 
at their figure, and, as a result of our representation, only one unit has been 
reduced. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Has India got a free vote in the League of 
Nations ? In view of the fact that she is an appendage of Great Britain, 
should there not be at least some monetary concession ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The question of India 
having a free vote does not arise out of this question. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : I want to kut)\v whether the fact that India has 
no free vote is no eonsideii^'ioji to ])e taken into account, in deiermining 
the contribution to the Ijeague fd* Nations : 

Mr. President (Tijc Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
thinks that should be raised by a separate question. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With regard to the answer to clause (c) of the 
question, may I knu\\, in view of ibis very “ sympathetic ’’ reply of the 
Secretary General, whether there has been any improvement in the 
number and the emoiiiments of Indian employees in the various Secre- 
tariats of the League ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : To my knowledge, there has 
been improvement in t^-’e case of one, but T cannot possiblj’^ just now give 
information about every individual. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Does the Honourable Member know that, so far 
as the United Kingdom is cnneerned, she gets far more by way of salaries 
of her nationals v^mployed in tlie League, than she conti'ibutes ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is conceded in the last 
part of my answer, which is this ; 

“ Leaving out of account Great Britain, Prance, Italy and Switzerland, the scale 
of whose representation is necessarily influenced dy geographical and linguistic con- 
siderations, the number of Indian employees compares by no means unfavourably with 
the number of nationals of other States jM embers. 

That is conceded. 

Mr. Satyamurti : Why should you leave out of account Great 
Britain or Urance f I can xinderstaiid Switzerland tor geographical 
reasons. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : It is not a question of leav- 
ing out of account in that sense. It means that those four States have 
got more representatives proportionately than other States. 

Seth Soviad Das : Will the Honourable Member kindly say whether 
other countries have also reduced their contributions ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I believe two or three liave, 
but I have not got them just now. 1 shall he able to inform my Honour- 
able friend later on if he wants the information. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Order, order. 
There are two short notice questions by Seth Govind Das. Seth Gorind 
Das, 



SHOET NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

AeilON TAKEN AGAINST NEWSPi^PERS UNDER THE InDXAN PrESS (EMERGENCY 

Po^YERS) Act^ 1931. 

Setii Govind Das : Will Government be pleased to state : 

12 Noon. 

(a) the number of newspapers in India which have been called 
upon to deposit securities during the year 1935 ; 

their names and places of publication ; 

(c) the numbei of papers that have deposited the amounts 

demanded, 

( 2 ) their names ; 

(ji) the amounts so deposited , and 

(Hi) the total amount of deposits so received towards securities. 

(d) the particular reasons for which each newspaper ivas called 

upon to deposit securities ; 

{$) the number of newspapers that failed to deposit the securities 
so demanded and went out of publication ; 

(/) the names of such newspapers , 

(g) the total number of newspapers that have been asked to deposit 

securities only for the reason that tliey published articles on 
the Quetta earthquake j 

(h) the number of newspapers that ran out of running a& a result 

of their failure to deposit the security sums s*e{[uii*ed of 
them ; and 

(0 the particular offence in each case of publishing an article on 
the Quetta earthquake ? 

Action taken against Newspapers under, the Indian Press (Emergency 

Powers) Act, 1931 . 

Seth Govind Das : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the number ot‘ newspapei's that have been asked to deposit 
securities since flic Press Ordinance, 1930 ; 

(h) the aniounls tiial ]>aYA been asked of eaeh neuspriper ; 

(c) the reasons for winch each newspaper had been so called upon 

tr deposit the sociiriO^’s ; 

(d) the amount of security and total ni each case ; 

(e) the number of newspapers that failed to deposit Kse'-urifies ; 

(/) the total number of forfeitures of deposits ; 
ig) Ibe total amount so forfeited ; 

(h) the names of the newspapers that forfeited deposits and the 

amounts so forfeited ; 

(i) Ihe number of newspapers that failed to deposit the reouisitfi 

securities ; and 

(j) the naines and number of such uewspapers that went out of 

nmninsr as a sequence of the failure referred to in part (i) ? 

( 316 ) 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : With yonr permission, Sir, I 
propose to answer both Seth Govind Das’ short notice questions regarding 
action taken against newspapers under the Indian Press (Binergency 
Powers) Act, 1931, together. I lay on the table hve statements giving 
the information so far as it is available. 


STATEMENT NO. I 

Siattment showing the action taken against newspapers in India under the Indian Pre'^s {Emergency 
Powers) Act, 1931, during the yea) 1933. 


Serial 

No. 

j 

Name of newspaper, with place 

of publication i 

Amount 

of 

security 

demanded 

Whether security depo- 
sited or news])aper 
closed down on failure to 
dcx>osit security. i 

1 

1 Reinarki. 

1 

2 

3 

4 i 

5 


Madbas. 

Rs. 

1 

f 

i 

1 

Pahuttarivu, Erode . . 

1,000 

Deposited. 


% 

Truth, Madras 

3o0 

Not deposited. 

Deciaiation became void. 


3 

Azad-i-Hmd 


Not deposited. 

Paper ceased publication 


4 

Prabha, Yellamairu, Gudivada 

2,000 

* 


6 

Kistna Patnka, Masulipatam 

2,000 



6 

Prabatham, Shoranur, Malabar 
District 

2,000 


1 

i 

7 

Trilinga, Madras 

1,600 

* * 

S 

Dhmamam, Madras . . 

2,000 

i 

9 

Prabhat, Mangalore . . 

2,000 




Bombay. 

i 

1 


i 

I 

10 

Western Racing Journal, Bom- 
bay. , 

I 1,00!) 

i\ot deposited 

1 P.fpe«‘ not ‘-tartou. 

i 

11 

Kamshastra, Bombay 

1,000 

Not deposited 

Papci not started. 

i 

i 

12 

Cmema Jagat, Bombay 

1,000 

Not deposited 

Papei not started 

! 

13 

Daily ilftab, Bombay 

1,000 

Not deposited 

Paper not started. 


14 

Bombay Standard, Bombay . . 

(i) 1,000 

{%%) 3,000 

(ii Deposited 
(zi) Not deposited. 

Forfeited 

1 

16 

Hilal, Bombay 

o 

1 

Not deposited. 

Paper ceased publication 

j 
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Name of newspaper, with place 
of pubhcation. 

Amount 

of 

security 

demanded. 

Whether security depo- 
sited or newspaper 
closed down on failure to 
deposit security. 

Remark®. 

. 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Bombay — contd 

Rs. 



16 

Azad, Bombay 

3,000 

Not deposited. 

Paper ceased publication. 


17 

Kausliiii, Bombay 

1,000 



18 

People, Bombay 

1,000 

Deposited. 


19 

NaV“Saiii‘ashtra, Abmedabacl . 

2,000 

Not deposited. 


20 

Khetiwadi 

500 

Deposited. 


21 

Mahetaji, Ahmedabad 

1,000 



22 

Hmd Nauehatan 

500 



2S 

Manasi, Ahmedabad 

1,000 

Deposited. 


24 

Kashtnya Vaishya, Bombay . . 

2,000 

Not deposited. 


25 

Hilal- 1 -.Jaclid-i-Ukab, Bombay 

1,000 

Deposited. | 

26 

1 Phand, Hydeiabad (Sind) 

500 

Not deposited. ! 

27 

i 

Okab, Bombay 

750 

1 

Not deposited. 1 

28 

Pramod, Bombay 

1,000 

Deposited | 

29 

J aiiamabhunn Mudi analaya, 

Bonlba3^ 

1,000 

Deposited. 


30 

Gaddha, Bombay . . 

1,000 



31 

Nav Shakti, Bombay 

3,000 

Not deposited. 


32 

Rashtrateja, Kolaba 

1,000 

Not deposited. 


33 

Khilafat, Daily (or Roz»ma 
-e-KMlafat), Bombay. 

1,500 

Deposited. 


34 

Lokasatta, Nasik 

1,000 

Deposited. 


35 

Ittehad, Eombav . . . . , 

1,000 

Not deposited. 


36 

Nar Bharat, Bombay 

1,000 

Not deposited. 


37 

Koshni, Aliiut'dabad 

3,000 



38 

Siyasat, Hyderabad (Siiul) 

1,000 : 

.... 


39 

1 Sajitahik jSakal, Poona 

1,000 i 



m 

j Prawasi 

i 

3,000 1 

1 

i 
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Sewai 

No. 

Name of newspaper, with place 
of publication. 

Amount 

of 

security 

demanded. 

Whether security depo- 
sited or newspaper 
closed down on failure to 
deposit security. 

Remarks. 

1 

i 2 

3 

4 

5 


1 Bengal. 

Rb. 



41 

Bandc Mafcram, Calcutta 

3,000 



42 

Mazdur Duma 

1.000 



43 

Khadim 

1,000 



44 

‘ iviuiuim Quatlm, »" -akutta 

1 

LOOO 




Ui?ITEI) Peovinctek 




45 

VijcH, Agra 

500 

Not d^pobifced 

Paper ceased publication 


4t) 

Abrar, Agra 

1,000 

Not dopotoitcd 

Paper creased publication 


47 

Vikas, SaliaranpujL 

1,000 




Punjab. 




48 

Alankar, Lahore 

1,000 

Not dexiosited. 

1 Paper ceased publication 


49 

Balidan, Lahore 

1,000 

Not deposited. 

Paxier ceased publication. 


50 

Student Outlook, Lahore 

LOOO 

Not deposited. ■ 

Paper not published. ^ 


51 

Dastan, Lahore 

500 

Not deposited 

I^aper not pubhshed. 


52 j 

Yasrab, Lahore 

500 

Not deposited. 

Papei not x)‘iblished 


53 ! 

1 

! 

Pratap, Lahore 

3,000 

Deposited. 


54 

State Representative, Lahore . . 

1,000 

Not deposited. 

Paper not published. 


55 

Matwala, Lahore 

200 

Deposited 


56 

Mushkal Kusha, Qadian 

250 

Deposited 

i'orjteiled. 

57 

Shujaat, Lahore 

1,000 



58 

Mohsm, Multan 

2,000 1 

1 

Not deposited. 


59 1 

Jiwan, Multan 

2,000 1 

i 

Not deposited. 
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Serial 

No. 

Name of newspaper, with place 
of publication. 

Amount 

of 

security 

demanded. 

Whether security depo- 
sited or newspaper 
closed down on failure to 
deposit security 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Burma. 

Rs 



60 

New Light of Burma . 

1,500 

Deposited. 


61 

Bandoola 

500 



62 

Whip 

3,000 

Not deposited. 


63 

Azad, Burma, Rangoon 

500 




Bihar and Orissa. 




64 

Jamhoor, Patna 

2,000 

Not deposited. 

Paper ceased publication. 



Delhi. 




65 

Zaban-x-Khanjar, Delhi 

500 



66 

Daily Tej, Delhi 

(0 1,000* 
(it) 3,000 

Deposited 

Deposited. 

*Forleite 1. 

67 

Qaumi Gazette, Delhi 

1,000 

Not deposited. 

Paper ceased publication 


68 

Arjun, Deliii 

(0 2,000* 
(n) 5,000 

(») Deposited 
(it) Deposited. 

^Forfeited 

69 

Dindar, Delhi 

1,000 

Not deposited. 


70 

National Gazette, Delhi 

1 

1 1,000 



71 

Kamat, Delhi 

j 500 



72 

Taj, Delhi . . 

1,000 




Kotk — {♦) The total amount of securities deposited is Rs. 25,950. 

(f») Information as to the reasons for winch each newspaper was called upon to deposit 
security is not available. 

(in) Cases in which demands for security were made on account of the publication ©f 
articles on the Quetta earthquake relief are included m the statement. 
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•STATEMENT No. II. 

Statement showing action talen against newspapers unchr the Indian Press {Emergency Powers) 
A ct, 19S1<, for publication ofaihcles on the Quetta Eaithquale Belief 


Serial 
No, ; 


Name of newspaper, with place of publi- 
cation. 


Reasons for action taken. 


1 

2 

a 


Kistna Patrika, Masulipatam . . 
Tnlinga, Madras 
Dhinamani, Madras . , 


^Article not known. 


4 


Prabliat, Mangalore 


5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 


t Pree Press Journal, Bombay 

Khilafat Daily (or Roznama-e-Kbilafat), 
Bombay. 

•** Bombay Standard, Bombay 
Siyasat, Hyderabad (Smd) 

Khadim Quadim, Calcutta 
* Medma, Bijnor 

Vikas, Sabaranpur . . 


12 


Shujaat, Lahore 


13 


* Daily Tej, Delhi 


14 Gazette, Delhi 


15 * Arjun, Delhi 

! 


For publication of articles headed “Lives 
can even now be saved” and “Anoma- 
lies of Quetta Relief” published in the 
issues of the 7th and 9th June, 1935, 
respectively. 

For publication of an article headed “ Bri- 
bery” m the issue, dated the 7th 
June, 1935. 

For publication of an article headed “ Quake 
Relief and Quack Remedies” in the 
issue of the 16th June, 1935. 

For publication of an article headed 
“Viceroy’s Utterances” containmg 
intef aha a reference to relief measures 
at Quetta m the issue, dated the 16th 
July, 1935 

Foi publication of an article on the Quetta 
Earthc{uake relief in the issue of the 
23rd June, 1935. 

For publication of an article headed 
“The gieat duty, the cry of pam and 
the note of sympathy ” in the issue, 
dated the 21st June, 1936. 

For pubhcation of an article headed 
“ H orripilating stories of the atrocities 
of the military” in the issue of the 
16th June, 1935. 

For publication of an objectionable article 
whic'h tried to bring into disrepute the 
i^ritish soldiers employed in the relief 
work at Quetta 

For publication of articles headed ‘ ‘ The 
distressed Indians and Europeans de- 
plorable discrimination ’ ’ and ‘ ‘ The 

Congress and the Quetta Rehef, the 
Government should realise their respon- 
sibility ” m the issues dated the 12th 
and 14th June, 1935, respectively. 

For publication of an article headed Piles 
of dead bodies are being burnt with 
petrol ” m the issue of the 11th June, 
1935. 

For pubhcation of articles on the Quetta 
Earthquake relief m the issues of the 
4th, 6th, 13th and 14th June, 1936. 


* In the case of these newspapers security was forfeited, not demanded, 

■f Ceased pubHoation 
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STATEMENT No. HI. 

Statement showing the number and names of newspapers that have been asked to depostt securitiesf 
together w%th the amount of securities, stnce the Press Ordinance, 19 BO. 


Serial 

Ko. 

Name of paper. 



Amount of 
security and 
total in each 
case. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 



3 

4 


Madbas. 



Rs. 


1 

Citizen of India, Madras 



260 


2 

Gandhi, Madras (Tri-weekly) 

■■■1 

' 1,000 \ 
500/ 

1,500 


3 

India, Madras 



1,000 


4 

6 

Lidian Express, Madras 

Jaya Bharati, Madras 

;{ 

1,0001 
500 y 
3,000 J 

4,500 

500 


6 

Kndi Arasn, Erode 



1,000 


7 

Mamkkodi, Madras 



250 


8 

Matkmbliumi, Calicut 



1,000 


9 

Oplian, Karaikudi 



1,000 


10 

Eajakula Dipikai . 



500 


11 

Sunday News, Bezwada 



1,000 


12 

Sutandira Sangu, Madras , . 



600 


13 

Thennindia, Madras 



500 


14 

Vasanta Vikatan, Madura , . 



100 


15 

Vedi Gundu, Madura 



100 


16 

Pahuttarivu, Erode 



1,000 


17 

Prabhu, Yellamarru, Gudivada 



2,000 


18 

Kistna Patrika, Masulipatam 



2,000 


19 

Prabatbam, Shoranur, Malabar Bistt. 



2,000 


20 

Tnlinga, Madras . . 



1,500 


21 

Bliinamani, Madras 



2,000 


22 

Prabhat, Mangalore 



2,000 



Bombay, 





. 23 

Gujarat Samacbar, Ahmedabad 



500 
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Serial 

No. 

Name of paper. 

Amount of 
security and 
total m each 
case. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 


Bombay — contd. 

Rs. 


24 

Mahratta, Poona ... -« 

1 

r 1,000"! 
1,000 
2,000 
2,000 

L 3,000^ 


9,000 


25 

Free Press Joainal, Bombay ^ 

f 3,0001 
3,000 
3,000 

1 5,000 

1 10,000 
[ 5,000 

> 

31,000 ; 


26 

Bhavya Bharat and Rajasthan, Ahmedabad . , 

3<n) 


27 

Samynkta Kai*natak, Belgaum 

751) 


28 

Rajhansa, Dharwar 

101 


29 

Chitramaya Jagat, Poona . . 

2,000 


30 

Bombay Chronicle, Bombay . . . . 

2,000 


31 i 

Nava Bharat, Bombay 

1,000 


32 

Jay Swadeshi, Ahmedabad 

600 


33 

Balwant, Ratnagiri 

1,000 


34 

Kumar, Ahmedabad 

2,000 


35 

Sansar Samachar, Karachi . . 

500 


36 

Piyush Patrika, Nadiad 

500 


37 

Morning Post of India, Karachi 

500 


38 

Majur Sandesh 

500 


39 

Loka Dharma, Kaira 

300 


40 

Partap, Hyderabad 

1,000 

1 

41 

Navakal, Bombay 

8,000 


42 

Prabhat, Surat 

300 


43 

Jaya Swadeshi, Ahmedabad 

500 


44 

Prabhat, Bombay 

1,000 


46 

Nav Shakti, Bombay 

3,000 


46 

Raushni, Ahmedabad 

3,500 
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1 

Serial 

No. 

Name of paper. 

Amount of 
security and 
total m each 
case. 

Bemarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 


Bombay — con td. 

Rs. 


47 

Sind Hindu, Hyderabad 

500 


48 

The Sun, Bombay 

1,000 


49 

Piaja Bandhu, Ahmedabad 

1,000 


50 

Arogya Barpan, Ahmedabad 

500 


51 

Tarun Kamatak, Hubh, Dharwar 

500 


52 

Janmabhumi, Bombay 

1,000 


53 

Illustrated Weekly, Shetkari, Nasilr . . 

100 


54 

55 

r 1,0001 

Hilal, Bombay . . . . . . . . }■ 

1 1,000 J 

Lokwani, Surat 

2,000 

100 


56 

Bally Sun, Bombay 

1,000 


57 

58 

f 3,000*1 

Bombay Standard . . . . . . > 

L i,oooJ 

Kaushni, Bombay 

4.000 

1.000 


59 

People, Bombay 

1,000 


60 

Nav-Saurashtra, Ahmedabad 

2,000 


61 

Khetwadi 

500 


62 

Mahetaj], Ahmedabad 

1,000 


63 

Hind Nauchatan . . 

500 


64 

Manasi, Ahmedabad 

1,000 


65 

Bashtnya Vaishya, Bombay 

2,000 


66 

Hial-i-Jadid-i-Ukab 

1,000 


67 

Chand, Hyderabad (Suid) . . . . . . - 

500 


68 

Okab, Bombay 

750 


69 

Pramod, Bombay . . 

1,000 


70 

Gaddha, Bombay . . 

1,000 


71 

Bashtrateja, Kolaba 

1,000 


72 

Khilafat Daily or Roznama-e-Khilafat, Bombay 

1,500 


73 

Lokasatta, Nasik , . 

1,000 
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Amount of 


Serial 

Name of paper. 



security and 

Remarks# 

No. 



total in each 






case. 


1 

2 



3 

4 


Bombay — coritd* 



Rs, 


74 

Ittehad, Bombay . . 

•• 

.. 

1,000 


75 

Siyasat, Hyderabad (Sind) . . 

•• 

•• 

1,000 


76 

Saptabik Sakai, Poona 

•• 

•• 

1,000 



Prawasi 


.. 

3,000 



Bengal. 

r 

3,0001 



78 

Tbe Liberty 

-t 

i- 

3,OOOJ 

6,000 




r 

500') 



79 

The Nayak 

■A 


1,600 



1 

l.OOOJ 



80 

Tbe Lokmanya 



1,000 


SI 

Tbe Bibaree 

• • 

.. 

500 


h2 

Tbe Jamboor 


• • 

500 




f 

1,0001 



83 

Tbe Anand Bazar Partika . . 


o 

o 

O 

cf 

3,000 


84 

Tbe Amrita Bazar Patrika, Calcutta . . 

f 

5001 

3,000 


86 

Tbe Dainik Basmnati 


?“ 

3,000J 

3,500 




f 

1,0001 



86 

Tbe Yiswamitra . . . . . . 


l,500j 

2,500 


87 

Tbe Jayasree, Dacca 



300 


88 

TbeHarijan 



600 


89 

Advance 



2,000 


90 

Commercial India . . 



500 


91 

Pravartak . . . . . . 



600 


92 

Hind-e-Jadid .. .. .. 



600 


93 

AsriJadid 



500 


94 

Free India 



600 


95 

Kasbatriya Sansar 



500 



liiraLAD o 
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Serial 

No. 

Name of paper. 

Amount of 
security and 
total in each 
case. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 


Bekoal — corM, 

Rs. 


96 

Bande Matram, Calcutta 

3,000 


97 

Mazdur Dunya 

1,000 


98 

Khadim Quadim, Calcutta . . 

1,000 



Unitei) Pbovinoes, 



99 

The Brahman Saraswati, Etawah 

100 


100 

The Lodhi Kshattriya, Cawnpore 

200 


101 

The Ohand, Allahabad 

500 


102 

The Aj, Benares . . 

1,000 


103 

The Madina, Bijnor 

2,000 


104 

The Sainik, Agra . . 

1,500 


106 

Vikas, Saharanpur 

1,000 



Punjab . 



106 

Akali, Lahore 

500 


107 

Milap, Urdu dally, Lahore . . 

500 


108 

Inqilab, Urdu daily, Lahore 

500 


109 

Pratap, Urdu daily, Lahore . . . . 

^ 3,000 'l 
^3,000 j 

6,000 


110 

Mutalaa, Urdu weekly, Ludhiana 

250 


111 

Zamindar, Urdu daily, Lahore . . . . 

r 1,000"! 

4.000 

3.000 
3,000 
3,000 

3.000 
LOOO 

2.000 

20,000 


112 

Akali-te-Pardesi, Lahore 

500 


113 

Vir Bharat, Urdu daily, Lahore 

3,000 


114 

Nawan Yug, Lahore 

500 


116 

Akali Patrika, Gurmukhi daily, Lahore 

/600\ 

\600/ 

1,000 


116 

1 Ohandan, Lahore , . . . ^ 

500 
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Serial 

No. 

Name of paper. 



Amount of 
security and 
total in each 





case. 

1 

2 



3 


PTOJAB — COTlfc?. 



Rs. 

117 

Tiryaq, Urdu daily, Lahore 

•• 

/600\ 

\200/ 

700 

118 

Nawan Yug, Gurmukhi weekly, Lahore 


/600\ 

\500/ 

1,000 

119 

Dawn, Lahore 


500 

120 

Azad, Urdu daily, Lahore . . 



200 

121 

Kirti, Gurmukhi weekly, Amritsar 



1,000 

122 

Akali Patrika, Urdu daily, Lahore 



500 

123 

Siyasat, Urdu daily, Lahore 



500 

124 

Ihsan, Urdu daily, Lahore . . 



500 

125 

Arya Gazette, Urdu weekly, Lahore . . 



1,000 

126 

Rahnuma, Rawalpindi 



100 

127 

Nawan Uhandora . . 



230 

128 

Naujawan Sikh, Rawalpmdi 



300 

129 

Young Punjab, Lahore 



200 

130 

Naujawan, Urdu weekly, Lahore 



500 

131 

Balidan, Hindi monthly, Lahore 



1,000 

132 

Ahrar, Urdu daily, Lahore . . 



500 

133 

Mushkal Kusha, Qadian 



250 

134 

Shuj’aat, Lahore . 



1,000 

135 

Mohsin, Multan 



2,000 

136 

Jiwan, Multan 


.. 

2,000 


Burma. 




137 

Azad, Burma 



500 

138 

Bandoola 


/600\ 

1500/ 

1,000 

139 

New Light of Burma 


1,500 

140 

Whip . . 



3,000 

141 

Azad Burma, Rangoon 

.. 

•• 

500 


Bihar and Orissa. 




142 

Searohhght 

•• 

-• 

1,500 


L173LAD 
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Serial 

Ko. 

1 

Name of paper. 

2 

Amount of 
security and 
total in each 
case. 

3 

Remarks. 

4 


BiSAB A2S-D OkISSA — COTltd , 

Rs. 


U3 

Sama], Cuttack 

1,000 


144 

Utkal Sebak, Sambalpur 

1,000 


146 

Yogi, Patna 

500 


146 

Nava Sbakti, Patna 

1,000 



Centeal Peovinoes. 



147 

Wagesbwari Magazine, Nagpur 

1,000 



Noeth-West Peontiee Peovince. 



148 

The Sher-i-Sarhad, Pesbawar .. “ 350 

500 



COOEG 



149 

Kodagu 

1,000 



Delhi. 



160 

Hindustan Times 

2,500 



f2,000l 



151 

Arjun . . . . . . . . . -S 1»000 > 

8,000 



1.5,000 J 



152 

Weekly Shradha Nand 

200 



m . / 1,0001 

4,000 


163 




154 

National Call 

1,000 


155 

Weekly Sanjaya . . 

200 


156 

Chitra Pat 

500 


157 

Chhaya . . 

500 


168 

Jaban-i-Khanjar, Delhi 

500 


159 

Dindar . . 

1,000 j 


160 

National Gazette, Delhi 

1,000 


161 

Kamat, Delhi 

500 


162 

Ta], Delhi 

1,000 


163 

Khadim . . 

1,000 



Ajmee-Merwaea. 



164 

Muslim Rajasthan 

200 


165 

Rajasthan 

1,000 


166 

Parasar lliteshi 

r 500 

1 _ .. 



j Total 

1 2 52.851 i 


1 
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STATEMENT No. IV. 


Statement showing the number and names of newspapers whose securities were forfeited^ together 
with the amount of forfeited securitiest since the Press Ordinance, 1930. 


Serial 

No. 

Name of Newspaper. 

Amounts of 
securities 
forfeited. 

Remark®. 


Madbas. 


Rs. 


1 

Gandiii, Madras (Daily) 


500 



Bombay. 




2 

.. ..j 

r 3,000 1 
6,000 1 
6,000 f 

JO, 000 J 

23,000 


3 

Nava Kal, Bombay 

•• 

3,000 


4 

Navashakti, Bombay 


1,000 


5 

Bombay Standard. . 

• • 

1,000 



Bengal. 




6 

The Liberty 

.. 

500 


7 

The Nayak 

• • 

100 


8 

The Ananda Bazar Patrika 


1,600 


9 

The Daimk Basumati 


600 


10 

The Viswamitra . . 

88 

200 

I 

11 

Kshatriya Sansar . . 


500 



PtTNJAB. 




12 

Ahrar, Urdu Daily, Lahore 

•• 

500 


13 

Zamindar, Urdu Daily, Lahore 

o o 
o o 
o o 

3,000 


14 

Mushkal Kusha, Qadian 

. . 

260 



Unitei> Pbovinobs. 




16 

Madina, Bijnor 

.. 

1,000 



Delhi. 




16 

Daily Tej, Delhi . . 


1,000 


17 

Arjun, Delhi 

. . 

2,000 



39,o50 


Total 
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STATEMENT No. V. 


Statement shomng the number and names of newspapers that failed to deposit the requisite securities 
and were, in consequence not started, ceased publication or whose declarations became nuU and 
void, since the Press Ordinance of 1930. 


Serial 

No. 

Name of Paper. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 


Madras. 


1 

Adivara Patrika, Madras. 


2 

Daridra Narayana, Gudivada. 


3 

Dharama Rakshani, Bezwada. 


4 

Gandhi, Madras (Bi-weekly). 


6 

Gandhi, Madras (Daily). ! 


6 

Gnanathoothan, Tuticorm. 


7 

Ilan Tamilan, Tuticorm. 


8 

Janavani, Madras. 1 

1 


9 

Janmabhumi, Madras. 


10 

1 

Jaya Bharathi, Madras. 


11 

Karnataka Kesari, Bellary. 


12 

Kkaddar, Madura. 


13 

Korada, Madras. 


14 

Labour Herald, Madras. 


15 

Mooladhanam, Tanjore. 


16 

Puratchi, Erode. 


17 

Quami Report, Madras. 


18 

Science, Madras. 


19 

Sunday Herald. 


20 

Sutandira, Sangu, Madras 

The paper failed to deposit secu- 
rity thrice. 

21 

Swarajyam Madras. 


22 

Swastika, Madras. 


23 

Vedi Gundu, Madura. 


24 

Yuva Deepam, Guruvayur, Malabar District. 


25 

Kathaikadal, Madras. 




SHOET NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWBES. 


331 


Senai 

No. 

1 

Name of Paper. 

2 

Eemarks. 

3 

26 

Madras — contd. 

Liberty (English, Tamil and Telugu) 

Security was demanded in each 

27 

Truth, Madras. 

case sejiarately, but the paper 
tailed to deposit it. 

28 

Azadi-i-Hmd. 


29 

Bombay. 

Hntatma, Shradlianand, Bombay. 


30 

Bbil Kshtriya, Broach. 


31 

Mehsana Prant Patrilia, Ahmedabad. 


32 

Cinema, Jlangbhumi, Bombay. 


33 

Mahi Kantha Vartaman, Ahmedabad. 


34 

Veer, Broach. 


35 

Hindvasi, Hyderabad 

Security was demanded twice 

36 

Free Press Journal, Bombay . . 

but the paper failed to de- 
posit it. 

Security demanded on 8th Feb- 

37 

Tarun Karnatak. Hubli, Dharwar. 

ruary 1932 for Rs 3,000 was 
not deposited. 

38 

NavjiTan, Ahmedabad. 


39 

Pragati, Bombay, 


40 

Hmdu, Hyderabad. 


41 

Week, Bombay. 


42 

Kaliyuga, Bombay. 


43 

Sind, Herald, Karachi. 


44 

Samyukta Karnatak, Belgaum 

The paper could not deposit 

45 

Indian Daily Mad, Bombay. 

security thrice. 

46 

Vartaman, Bombay. 


47 

Dll Bahar, Bombay. 


48 

Tej, Bombay. 


49 

Vijaya Banka. 


50 

Swatantrya, Nasik. 
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1 

Serial 

Ko. 

TSfame of Paper. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 


Bombay — 


51 

Muslim Rajasthan, Bombay. 


52 

Mnslim Rampnr (Ahmedabad). 


63 

Navaynga, Hyderabad. 


54 

Bene Israel Star, Bombay. i 

1 


55 

j 

Swaraj, Hyderabad. 


56 

Prija, Hyderabad. 


57 j 

Veer Rajasthan, Bombay. 


58 

Hindu Jati, Karachi. 


59 

Muslim Ranpur, Ahmedabad. 


60 

Sudarshan, Ahmedabad. 


61 

Pratap, Hyderabad . . 

Security was demanded four 
times but the paper failed to 
deposit it. 

62 

Dharmik» Nadiad. 


63 

Jananu Bhumi, Karachi. 


64 

Manranjan, Ahmedabad. 


66 

Lohana Vijaya, Ahmedabad. 


66 

Mahratta, Bombay. 


67 

Kamdar, Ahmedabad. 


68 

Indian Jails (or Hindi jailkhana). 


69 

Udyogi Bharat, Amalner, East Khandesh. 


70 

Muliis, Bombay. 


71 

Prabndha Jain, Bombay. 


72 

Sindwasi, Snkknr. 


73 

Shaitan, Hyderabad. 


74 

Moortipooja Virodhak Patrika, Bombay. 


75 

Outchi Memon Pal Patrika, Bombay. 


76 

Kamgar Bulletin, Bombay 


77 

Tofan, Bombay. 


78 

Swadeshi Patrika, Bombay, 
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Serial 

Name of Paper. 

} 

Remarks. 

No. 



1 

2 

3 


Bombay — contd. 


79 

Anandi Mouj, Bombay. 


80 

New Reformer, Bombay 

Security was demanded twice 

81 

Navashakti, Bombay 

Did not deposit one security out 



of the two 

82 

Spburti, Poona. 


83 

Vibmi Sadi, Bombay 


84 

Port Trust Ivamgar, Bombay. 


85 

Urania, Bombay. 


86 

Insaf, Hyderabad. 


87 

1 BaJ Khedwal, Ahmedabad. 


88 

j The Sudharak, Shikarpur, Sukkur. 


89 

] Phulwari, Sukkur. 


90 

} Noor-i-Islam, Hyderabad. 


91 

Tairan Ababil, Hyderabad. 


92 

Arogya Darpan, Ahmedabad . . , . 

Did not deposit one seourirv 



out of the two. 

93 

0 Anglo Lusitano, Illustrated Konkani Magazme, 



Bombay 


94 

A1 Baloch, Karachi. 


95 

Congress Samachar, Bombay, 


96 

Hindu, Karachi. 


97 

New Era, Bombay. 


98 

Baluchistan-e-Jadid, Karachi. 


99 

Virbhumi, Bombay. 


too 

Al-Harmam, Bombay. 


101 

Prem, Karachi. 


102 

Pratap, Hyderabad 


103 

Murgh-i-Ealak, Hyderabad. 


104 

Pol Prakash, Ahmedabad. 


106 

Fateh, Hyderabad. 


106 

Indian Socialist, Bombay. 
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Serial 

No. 

1 

Name of Paper. 

2 

Remarks. 

3 


'^OMBAY^COncld. 


107 

Western Racing Journal, Bombay. 


108 

Kamsbastra, Bombay, 


109 

Cinema Jagat, Bombay. 


110 

Daily Aftab, Bombay. 


111 

Hilal, Bombay, 


112 

Azad, Bombay. 



Ben-gaIi. 


113 

Hindu Punch, Calcutta. 


114 

The Hind. 


115 

The Yugasankba, Calcutta. 


116 

The Benu, Calcutta. i 


117 

The Sahafat. 


118 

The Nari Gaurab. 


119 

The Swadesh, Calcutta. 


120 

The Chasimazur. 


121 

The Sarathi, Bakarganj. 


122 

The Jewan, Calcutta, 


123 

The Karkhana, Calcutta. 

i 


124 

The Har Har Mahadeo. 

j 


125 

The Al-Muslim, Calcutta. 


126 

The Vihari, Calcutta. 


127 

The Bijoli, Calcutta. 


128 

The Sankalpa. 


129 

The Punjab. 


130 

Jangi Mazdoor. 


131 

Gana Nayak. 


132 

Marx Panthi. 

1 
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Serial 

No. 

Name of Paper. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 


United Peovinoes. 


133 

The Sahas, Jhansi. 


134 

The Samik, Agra, 


135 

The Rangeshwar, Allahabad. 


136 

The Swadeshi, Allahabad. 


337 

The Agarwal Seiv'a, Allahabad. 


138 

The Bhamker, Cawnjiore 


139 

The Mazdoor Sansar, Lucknow. 


140 

The Guncha-i-Itihad, Cawnpore. 


141 

The U. P. Local Bodies Magazine, Mainpuri. 


142 

The Chandrahas, Cawnpore. 


143 

The Uttar Bharat, Garhwal. 


144 

^ The Achhiit Sewak, Cawnpore. 


145 

The Zanf. Saharanpur, j 


146 

The Yuwak, Cawnpore. i 

1 


147 

1 

The Amal, Cawnpore. 


148 

The Chitrakut Ashram, Cawnpore 

1 

149 

The Lai Jhanda, Cawnpore 


150 

The Banaspati-Vigyan, Cawnpore. 


151 

The Mazdoor, Cawnpore. 


152 

The Nayak, Etawah. 


153 

The Tufan, Lucknow 


154 

The Swadhin Praja, Almora. 


165 

The Labour Herald, Lucknow. 


156 

The Desh Bhagat, Meerut. 


157 

The District Gazette, Azamgarh. 


158 

The Sadai ]\hislmi, Cawnpore. 


159 

The Hind Rajasthan, Jhansi. 


160 

The A1 Naipd, Agra. 


lei 

The Sudharak, Etawah. 
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Serial 

1^0. 

1 

Name of Paper. 

2 

Remarks. 

3 

162 

UlOTED Pbovinoes — coM , 

Vija, Agra. 


163 

Ahrar, Agra. 


164 

Punjab. 

Kirpan Bahadur, Amritsar. 


165 

Mazdur Ejsan, Amritsar. 


166 

A 3 it, Lahore. 


167 

Punjab Kesari, Lahore 


168 

Desh Sewak, Gurmukhi weekly, JuUundur. 


169 

Besh Sewak, Urdu fortmghtly, Lahore. 


170 

Akali, Amritsar 


171 

Akah-te-Pardesi, Amritsar. 


172 

Vir Kesari, Lahore. 


173 

Vir Bharat, Urdu daily, Lahore. 


174 

Asli Qaumi Bard, Gurmukhi daily, Amritsar. 


175 

Vir Bharat, Urdu daily, Sialkot. 


176 

Sadaqath, Urdu weekly, Lahroe. 


177 

Baler, Urdu Weekly, Montgomery. 


178 

Sadu Samachai, Amritsar. 


179 

Besh Bandhu, Lahore. 


180 

Mehnat Kash, Urdu, Lahore 


181 

Mehnat Kash, Gurmukhi, Lahore. 


182 

Banda Pir, Amritsar. 


183 

Ajit, ximntsar. 


184 

Sadh Samaehar, Amritsar, 


185 

Sant Parchaiak, Amritsar. 


186 

Azad, Lahore 

f 

187 

Nidharak, Gujrauwala. 


188 

Yalghar, Ijahore. 


189 

Afsana , Gu j i anwala 

1 
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Serial 

No. 

1 

^ Name of Paper. 

1 

1 

2 

Remarks. 

3 

389a 

Punjab— corafc?. 

C4anga Sewak, Amritsar. 


190 

Paigam-i-Wattan, Hosliiarpiir. 


191 

Islanii Panda, Lahore 


192 

Trade Union, Lahore. 


193 

Rafiq-i-Tijarat, Bawalpindi. 


194 

Nawan Yug, Guimukhi weekly, Lahore 

The security was not paid out of 

195 

Mubahila, Amritsar. 

the three. 

196 

Amrit, Montgomery, 


197 

Akali Phandora, Amritsar. 


198 

Al-Azhar, Panipat, Pistrict Karnal. 


199 

Pukhi Bharat, Amritsar. 


200 

Sewak, Montgomery. 


201 

Montgomery Gazette. 


202 

Trade News, Montgomery 

Security was demanded twice. 

203 

Nan jaw an Bharat, Amritsar. 


204 

Zrafat Punch, Amritsar. 


205 

Sadaqat, Amritsar. 


206 

Islah, Amritsar. 


207 

Rahbar-i-Punjab, Amritsar. 


208 

Zalzala, Amritsar. 


209 

Tiryaq, Urdu, Lahore. 


210 

Tir^v aq, English, Lahore. 


211 

Kirti, Lahore. 


212 

Indar, Perozepore. 


213 

Bijh, Fazilka. 


214 

Tabligh-ul-Hanf, Amritsar. 


215 i 

! 

Afghanistan, Lahore. 


216 ; 

1 

Rhurshid, Ferozepore. 


217 i 

Nirbhai, Gujranwala. 
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Serial 

Ho. 

1 

Hame of Paper. 

2 

Remarks. 

3 

218 

PnjsrjAB — contd, 

Sukh Bharam, Ferozepore. 


219 

Akali, Lahore. 


220 

Iqdam, Urdu daily, Lahore. 


220ci 

Iqdam, Urdu weekly, Lahore. 


221 

Cinema Art, Amritsar. 


222 

Punjabi Vir, Gujranwala. 


223 

Ajit, Lahore. 


224 

Sitara, Lahore. 


225 

Punjabi, Lahore. 


226 

Chandan, Lahore. 


227 

Watan, Ferozepore. 


228 

Rasti, Gujranwala. 


229 

Rastgo, Gujranwala. 


230 

Samaya Vada, Lahore. 


231 

Master, Amritsar. 


232 

Railway Mazdoor, Lahore. 


233 

Afghan, Lahore. 


234 

Hindi Kesri, Lahore. 


236 

Daily Hews, Lahore . . 

Security demanded twice. 

236a 

Mazdur, Lahore. 


236 

Desh Bhagat, Lahore. 


237 

Babbar Sher, Amritsar. 


238 

Prabhat, Hindi Dady, Lahore. 


239 

Azad, Urdu daily, Lahore. 


240 

Kanwal, Rawalpindi. 


241 

^ Virat Pattar, Amritsar. 


242 

Kirti, Lahore. 


243 

M ttar, Lahore. 


244 

Socialist, Lahore, 





SHOET NOTICE QUBSTIONa ANB ANSWBES, 


339 


Serial 

No. 

I 

1 i 

Name of Paper. 

2 

Remarks. 

3 

i 

Punjab — contd. 


245 

Tabsra-tul-Atibba, Sbeikbupura. 


246 

Otiru Kbalsa, Sbeikbupiira. 


247 

Mazium, Rawalpindi 


248 

Sadaqat, Hosbiarpnr. 


249 

Revenue Gazette, Rawalpindi. 


260 

Hanjan, Lahore. 


261 

Raj pal, Lahore. 


252 

Pitrat, Sbeikbupura. 


253 

Munadi, Rawalpindi. 


254 

! 

Sunny Magazine, Lahore. 


255 

New Outlook, Lahore. 


266 

Kbiy aban, Rav alpmdi. 


267 

Hindi Kesari, Lahore. 


268 

Faryad, Lahore. 


259 

j 

Salak, Rawalpmdi. 


260 

1 

1 

Ei. 


261 

Sangla Market Report. 


262 

Himmat, Lahore. 


263 

Sanat-0-Hirfat, Rawalpmdi. 


264 

Farzain, Lahore. 


265 

Tasmin, Lahore. 


266 

Nishat, Lahore. 


267 

Acchut Sewak, Amritsar. 


268 

Paghal, Amritsar. 


269 

Azad Akali, Amritsar. 


270 

Doaba Gazette, Hoshiarpur. 


271 

Insaf, Helan, District Gujrat. 


272 

Talim, Rawalpindi. 


273 

Raz-i-Film, Rawalpindi. 
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Name of Paper. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 


Punjab — coricld. 


274 

Quresh, Gujranwala, 


275 

Panja Sahib Magazme, Rawalpindi. 


276 

Punjab, Rawalpindi. 


277 

Mazlum, Rawalpindi. 


278 

Akali Patrika, Urdu newspaper, Lahore. 


279 

Shamaa, Rawalpindi. 


280 

Matwala, Lahore. 


281 

New Leader, Lahore. 


282 

Amrit Sagar, Lahore. 


283 

Muflis, Lahore. 


284 

Taskeen, Ambala. 


285 

Alankar, Lahore. 


286 

Balidan, Lahore. 


287 

Student Outlook, Lahore. 


288 

Bastan, Lahore. 


289 

Yasrab, Lahore. 


290 

State Representative, Lahore. 

i 



Buirma. 

1 

291 

Rangoon Mail. 


292 

Swatantran. 


293 

Wunthanu Thadinsa. 


294 

Prachi Prakash. 


295 

Besopkari 

Security demanded twice* 

296 

Bramadesh. 


296a 

Swatantran. 


297 

Viduthalai. 


298 

Bho Kbit. 



I 


I 
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Serial 

No 

Name of Paper. 

Bemarks. 

1 

2 

3 


Bihab and Obissa. 


299 

Maiiabir, Patna. 


300 

Prajatantra, Balasore. 


301 

Imarat, Patna. 


302 

Al-Imarat, Patna. 


303 

Jamhoor, Patna. 



Assam. 


304 

Jana Sakti. 


305 

Purabi. 


306 

Samacliar. 



North West Fboktise PRoviNCE. 


307 

Sailab 


308 

Pronxiicr Advocate 


309 

Islali-i-Raeum. 


310 

The Humanity 


311 

The “ Maslinq ”, wesJdy newspaper . 


312 

The Sadaqat. 


313 

The “ Israr-i-Sarhad 


314 

The ** Sher-i-Sarhad ” of Hazara. 


315 

A newspaper by Jagan Nath, son of Hiranand of 
Bannu City. 



Delhi. 


316 

Monthly Shudhi Samachar. 


317 

Weekly Shudhi Samachar. 


318 

Khadi Sandeah. 


319 

Hindu. 


320 

Nagrik 


321 

4 

Kashmere Pandit. 


322 

Bajwari. 


323 

Urdu Harijan. 



X 


M73LAD 
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No. 

Name of paper. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 


Delhi — coritd. 


324 

Yugantar. 


325 

Vir Bharat. 


326 

Arya Prakash. 


327 

Bhavish Bharat. 


328 

; Uthan. 


S29 

Kainat. 


330 

Mohan. 


331 

Hindustan. 


332 

Darbar. 


333 

Arafat. 


334 

Inqilab-Hind. 


335 

Chal Chitra. 


336 

Nava Sandesh. 


337 

Tyagbhumi. 


338 

Azad. 


339 

Muballigh. 


340 

Chitra. 


341 

Guardian. 


342 

Qaumi Gazette, Delhi. 



Ajmeb-Mebwaba. 


M3 

Rajasthan Sandesh. 


M4 

Farivartan. 


Toftal 

448 




Seth Gtovind Das : [t will not be possible for us to put supplementary 
questions ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will copies of these statements be made avail- 
able to us ? Will you kindly direct your office to have them printed and 
circulated ? It will be very helpful to us in view of the legislation 
coming before the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That will be 
done. ■ 



MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


Despatch op Troops to Abyssinia. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • Pandit Nila- 
kantha Das has given notice of a motion for the adjournment of the 
business of the House to discuss the question of the despatch of troops 
to Abyssinia. This subject has already been disposed of. 

Firing by the Mieitaby at Lahore over the Shahidgunj Dispute. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Mr. K. L. 
Gauba has given notice of a motion for adjournment. He proposes to 
ask for leave to make a motion for an adjournment of the business of 
the Assembly today for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely : 

“ The tailure of the Government of India to institute an inquiry into the circum- 
stances lesnlting in hung b}’- the Military at Laliore over the Shaliidganj dispute.’’ 

I have to inform the House that His Excellency the Goveriioi General 
has disallowed this motion on the ground that it cannot be moved with- 
out detriment to public interest 

Reeusae of Grant of Protection to the Geass Industry. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Pandit Govind 
Ballabh Pant has given notice of a motion for adjournment. He pro- 
poses to ask for leave to make a motion for an adjournment of the business 
of the Assembly today for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, as follows : 

‘ ‘ The refusal of the Government to grant protection to the glass industry in spite 
of the recommendation of the Indian Tarili Board to that eftect.” 

I should like to know whether a subject like that is a proper subject 
to discuss on an adjournment motion. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant (Roliilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : The subject of the motion is undoubtedly 
one of public importance. The case of the glass industry was referred 
by the Government to the Tariff Board and it was the subject of an 
exhaustive inquiry and an elaborate report by that Board The fact 
that the Government considered it so important and so urgent as to be the 
subject of an inquiry by the Tariff Board, I think, demonstrates its public 
import anee. There can he no question about its being a question which 
does involve matters o£ public importance Tt was the subject of a recent 
Resolution by the Government of India which was isisued on the 25th 
June, this yeaT. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : This is a matter 
for legislation. Protection cannot he granted Avithout legislation 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : The Resolution refused to grant tfie 
protection that was recommended by Tariff Board. The report of the 
Tariff Board Avas published by the Government on the 25th June, this 
year, and, whi]<‘ publishing that rtqiort, they also published their deci- 
sion on that report refusing to accept the recommendations of the Board. 

(343) 
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[Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant.] 

In these circumstances, I submit there can be no question about the 
matter being of public importance. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Raliim) * A passage 
in May’s Parliamentary Practice, page 249, says that matters involving 
legislation cannot be discussed on an adjournment motion 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : There is no question of legislation 
involved. We, the non-official Members, cannot take any initiative in the 
matter of legislation of this type I have not bi^ought any motion recom- 
mending the introduction of a Bill by anybody. Of course it is not open 
to me to introduce such a Bill nor to any other non-official Member of the 
House. What we are concerned with today is the administrative ques- 
tion v’heiher the recommendations of the Tariff Board, an authoritative 
experi ])odj appointed for the purpose of inquiring into questions of this 
character, should be treated so unceremoniously and whether an industry 
which is almost on its last legs and in a pitiable plight should be denied 
even that much of assistance which even the Tariff Boaid had i*ecoin- 
mended for it. In the case of all industries, the subject of protection 
is ordinal iiy referred to the Tariff Board, in this case, the Tariff' Board 
made an inquiry into the matter and then submitted its report to the 
Governuient and Government, after taking considerable time in examining 
the recommendations of the Tariff Board, threw its proposals overboard. 
I submit that it is a matter of urgent -public importance which iiivoUes, 
not only the question whether protection should or should not be granted 
to the glass industry, but also whether it is proper and appropriate that 
the Government should treat the recommendations of such an expert body 
in the manner it has done 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • Are Govern- 
ment bound to accept the recommendations of the Tariff Board 1 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : So far as the practical aspect of the 
question is concerned, Government are expected to accept the recommenda- 
tions of the Board. If the Government have not done what they were bound 
to do, then their action is illegal If, on the other hand, Government have 
exercised their discretion in an oRieetionable and, as T am prepared to say 
m this case, in a vicious and erratic manner, then too this should be the 
subject of discussion in this House. In this particular case, lliere is 
special emergency as the indiistiy will go to ruins and be destroyed 
altogciber if the protection vsuggested by the Tariff Board is not given. 
T would refer you to a ruling which appears on page 41, No. 40, which is 
almost on all fours, when the Government turned down the report of 
the Sandhurst Committee, and a motion for adjournment was allo-wed. 
My case is much stronger than this Tn fact, immediate action is needed 
in this case. Tn the other ease, the matter could not be said to be so 
very urgent, as there wore large questions of policy involved. The 
turning down of the report of a body appointed bv the Government to 
go into the question must, therefore, I submit, be regarded as a suffi- 
cient ground for the admission of an adjournment motion. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Member for Com- 
merce and Railways) : Sir, I have several objections to the motion wffiich 
is proposed to be made by my Honourable friend being discussed as an 
adjournment motion. Tn the first place, my submission is that the matter 
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is not urgent in the sense in which that expression has been interpreted 
as applying to adjournment motions. The matter of the grant of pro- 
tection to the glass industry has been under consideration for some time 


An Honourable Member : Four years. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : and it can- 

not be said that uiiie&s this matter is discussed on an adjournment 
motion, the appropriate relief to the glass industry cannot be brought 
into operation If it were held that executive or administrative deci- 
sions of the Government with regard to matters like the one that the 
Honourable Member proposes to discuss on an adjournment motion 
could validly and properly form the subject-matter of adjournment 
motions, I cannot conceive of any executive or administrative decision of 
Government which is taken during the sitting or during the adjournment 
of the House which could not be brought up for discussion on an adjourn- 
ment morion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan ITrhan) : 
Why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : In that case, 
every matter, which is decided on the executive side, could be discussed 
on an adjournment motion, and, with all respect, I would submit that 
that is not the normal method of discussing such matters. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : When was that 
inquiry started by the Tariff Board ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : This inquiiy was 
started several years ago — four years at least Then, Sir, my second 
submission is that wUh regard to this very matter, it was open to Honour- 
able Members to table Rosoliitmns for discussion in this House. Not only 
was it open to them but as a matter of fact the Honourable Member who 
has moved this motion for adjournment of the House has tabled a Resolu- 
tion for discussion; a notice of a motion has been given by Pandit 
Govind Ballabh Pant that • 

“ This Assembly recommends to the Governor General m Council to take effective 
and. adequate measures toi the ])Toietdion of the o^Iass industry in India 

That is No 215 of ihe Admitted List No. 12-A, issued on the 29th 
August, 1935, and it is quite possible tliat the matter may be coming up 
for discussion in the form of a Resolution as tabled by my Honourable 
friend 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Has it been put 
down ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It has been put 
down ; I have read out Resolution No 215. I am not discussing the 
chances of the Resolution coming up for discussion or not. I am referring 
to rule 12 of the Indian Legislative Rules at page 85 of the Manual of 
Business, which says : 

“ The right to move the adjournment of either Chamber for the purpose of dis- 
'enssing a definite matter of urgent public importance shall be subject to the following 
restrictions, namely • 
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{iv) The moUun must not anticipate a matter which has been previously 
appointed for consideration^’ — (I am not re fo ring to that part but to 
the next part) — “ or with reference to which a notice of motion has been 
pieviously given ’’ — 

and a notice of motion m respect of tliis matter has previously been given 
by the Honourable Member himself. 

My next objection, Sir, is the objection which you have yourself 
been pleased to point out to the Honourable Member ; that is to say, 
that the matter is one that involves legislation The Honourable Member 
proposes to censure Governmeni for having refused to introduce legis- 
lation in order to atford protection to the giasis industry. He wishes, 
by this motion of adjournment, to censure the Government for failing to 
introduce legislation to that end ; and, in case the adjournment motion 
is carried, I have no doubt that he would expect Government to give 
effect to the wislies of the House in respect of this matter ; that is to 
say, he would expect Government to introduce legislation in order to 
give protection to the glass industry. Related to this matter is a second 
objection on the same score, that is to say, that the motion does not 
propose to discuss a defimfe matter. I would submit, Sir, that one of 
the reasons why it has not been considered proper to permit matters to 
be discussed on an adjournment motion which involve legislation is that 
matters likely to involve legislation are generally of a detailed nature. 
It would not be jiossible in the course of two hours, with speeches res- 
tricted to fifteen minutes each, to discuss the question whether Govern- 
ment were or were not justified, on the merits, to refuse to give pro- 
tection, or rather, as T would put it in this particular case, to postpone the 
consideration of the question of protection to the glass industry The 
motion has been pui down in a wide manner to discuss the failure of 
the Government or the refusal of the Government to give protection to 
the glass mdnsiry . but there are a hundred and one questions likek’- 
to arise for discussion to enable Honourable Members to make up their 
minds before it could bo said whetlier protection should or should not be 
granted to the glass industry A matter which has been under the 
consideration of the Tariff Board for a whole year is proposed to be 
discussed. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim') • All that is 
necessary for the Honourable Member is to state his point. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have almost 
concluded ; and I submit, therefore, that the matter is not a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, as it would lead to a discussion all 
over the field with regard to various considerations affecting the glass 
industry. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : May I just sub- 
mit a few words, Sir ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
does not want a regular discussion on this motion. 

Mr. B, Das : There are only one or two points which I -wish to sub- 
mit. T wish to point out to the Honourable the Commerce Member 
that the matter is a very definite one. T will remind the House that 
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tlie Government brought a Resolution on the convention of sheet gla® 
industry, and this House threw it out, because Goveriimeiib did not 
giVe protection to the glass industry nor publish the report of the Tari2 
Board on glass industry. Thereafter, the Government published that 
report after the Session adjourned and they gave only a partial effect to 
the excellent recommendations of the Tariff Board. It was for the 
Government to bring a Resolution before the House to take measures 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
would inform the Honourable Member that the House does not want a 
discussion on this motion. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : 1 wish to submit just one or two 
words. If you wall be pleased to look at ruling No. 40, you will find 
that it says : 

“ I undei stand that the object o± the moiJoii is to cen,die the Grveiiiment of 
India for turning* down the nnammous recommendations of the Committee of their owti 
creation ’ ’ 

That is, in fact, my main purpose in placing this motion before the 
House in the form in which I have tabled it. 

The other point tvas about rule 12 ( 4 ). Now, this rule 12 ( 4 ) can 
apply when a matter has been appointed for consideration. It can apjply 
only if a Resolution has been baliotted for and is included in the list, 
otherwise it does not apply. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • This Resolu- 
tion has not been baliotted ? 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : No, Sir The second part oi this 
rule is wuth reference to the question of notice having been given pre- 
viously No such notice ^vas given in respect of this matter, and, there- 
fore, this rule does not apply at all. I think I should not insult the 
intelligence of the House by arguing the point whether it is a definite 
matter or not. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
which the Chair has got to decide is whether this motion is in order. The 
motion wants that the business of the House should be adjourned in order 
to discuss a matter of definite and urgent public importance, namely, the 
refusal of the Government to grant protection to the glass industry in 
spite of the recommendation of the Indian Tariff Board to that effect. 
Protection cannot be granted ordinarily except by means of legislation, 
and there is a distinct authority mentioned in May’s Parliamentary 
Practice, on page 249, wdiicli leaves no room for doubt in a matter like 
this. It runs thus : 

** Matters arising out of the debates of the same session, or the terms of a bill 

before the House of laords cannot be submitted to the house under this Standing 

Older (that 'is, the Stand%nfi Order 't elating to motwns of adjournmrnt of the hnsi- 
ness of the Rouse) and as on other motions for the adjournment of the house matters 
involving legislation cannot be discussed.’^ 

I have no hesitation in following this authority as I am not aware 
that any doubt has been cast on the ruling cited here. I need not go into 
the other arguments that have been urged before the House. I, there- 
fore, rule that the motion is not in order. 
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Bombing oe Women and Childben in the Tbans-Prontieb Villages by 
THE Indian Army (Air Force). 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Baliim) : Dr. Khan 
Sahib has given notice of a motion for the adjournment of the business 
today for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, and it runs as follows : 

“ The bombing of innocent women and children in the trans-Prontier villages 
by the Indian Army (Air Eorce) which is going on now.” 

I want to know if there is any objection to the motion being taken 
up. 

(No objection was taken.) 

As there is no objection, the motion will be taken up at 4 o’clock 
today. 

Mr. N, M, JosM (Nominated Non-Official) : May I be permitted to 
draw your attention, Sir, to the fact that today is a non-official day, and, 
in view of the fact that there is very little 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) : It is a non- 
official Member who has given notice of the motion. 


THE CODE OF CEIMINAL PEOCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Presentation of the Report op the Select Committee. 

Sardaj: Sant Singh (West Punjab : Sikh) : Sir, I beg to present 
the Report of the Select Committee on the Bill further to amend the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, 1898 {Amendment of Section 406), 


RESOLUTION EE MANUFACTURE OP LOCOMOTIVE REQUIRE- 
MENTS IN STATE RAILWAY WORKSHOPS. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty (Madras * Indian Commerce) : 
Sir, I beg to move : 

“ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that 
immediate steps be taken to equip State Railway Workshops with necessary additional 
plant and macMneiy to eiisme manufactiire of ail locomotive requirements wuthin the 
Railway Worksho]i^‘. ’ ’ 

It is a curious coincidence that the year of this motion should 
synchronise with the year by which the Government guaranteed and 
hoped to equip their State Eailway workshops with complete machinery 
for the construction of locomotive engines in India. In the year 1921, 
they issued a communique in the following terms : 

** fn pursuance of their expressed policy of making India as far as possible 
independent of outside source's m the supply "of materials, the Government of India 
have Imd und<‘r eonsideralion the question of the wfistruetwn of loconwthc engines i 7 i 
Jndta and tliey are now in a position to give a general undertaking that tenders will 
be invited only in India for all the railway locomotives and the ’ locomotive boilers 
required by Governnienf during the 12 years commencing with the year 1923.’^ 
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Similarly, a promise was made in respect of the construction of 
wagons on the 1st March, 1918. The Government of India said : 

The Government of India have recently had under consideration the methods 
of making India more independent of outside souices in the supply of raw materials. 
One ease, in particular, which they have recently examined, in consultation with 
the Indian Engineering Association and Railway Administration, is the consti action 
of wagons in India and as a result of inquiries they have made they aie now able 
to announce that they will guarantee to purchase in India 2,500 broad guage and 
500 metre or narrow gauge wagons only for ten years 

This was said in the year 1918, but the actual working of this policy 
began in the year 1921 and was cancelled in the year 1924, though they 
guaranteed to buy these wagons at the rate of 2.500 broad gauge wagons 
and 500 metre gauge wagons for the next ten years. The excuse for 
cancelling this policy is found in the subsequent statements made by the 
Honourable Members of the Government representing this department. 
It was that m consultation with the companies which they have encouraged 
to come about into existence for the purpose of construction of 
wagons they have decided that they should place no orders with those 
companies, for, at any rate, the next few years. Under those circum- 
stances the Government suggested, very nicely indeed, that those com- 
panies might be bought off. 

Sir, it so happened that last evening I visited the picture palace in 
Simla and I saw the film, the House of Rothschild There was a 
loan floated by the Government of the day for many millions of pounds 
and the House of Rothschild was one of the tenderers who bid for 
that loan. Their bid though most favourable was not accepted and when 
the representative of the House of Rothschild questioned the Govern- 
ment as to why their bid was not accepted, the Member of the Government 
said that on account of some “ technicality they rejected the tender. 
If; vas on a similar technicality, flimsy as it was, that this policy of the 
Oovernment to purchase their wagons and locomotives in India was 
cancelled. The Honourable the Finance Member during his recent tour 
to T)Oinbay tried very hard indeed to convince the Bombay merchants 
that the allegation that Government were favouring British interests 
more than the Indian interests was not true. I dare say he was clever 
enough to find out that his arguments did not carry much conviction so 
far as the Bombay merchants are concerned. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ('Finance Member) Mo, T did 

not. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : If instances of br(»ken promises 
should be necessary to convince tbe Honourable the Finance Slember 
that the Government of India have been consistently working in the 
interests of the British labourer and British worker more than those of 
the Indian labourer and Indian woi'ker, I can quote them ad nauseam. 
But a previous Member of the Government resented the charge made by 
a non-official Member of the Legislative Assembly that they have been 
breaking pledges. He said, No charge is more resented by the 
Englishmen and the Scotsmen than the charge of breaking pledges 
even though this Government can claim to its credit an unbroken record 
of broken pleclgenS, (Hear, hear.) 

Ever since 1921, there has been in this Assemhly a demand from the 
Government of India to equip their State Railway workshops with such 
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machinery as would make it possible to manufacture their whole require- 
ments, not only wagons but also locomotive engines. Particularly last 
year, in 1934, during the budget debate, more than one Member represent- 
ing various points of view in the Assembly brought to the notice of the 
Government the necessity of making their workshops and making their 
railway administrations independent of imported articles particularly in 
wagons and locomotivees. Probably it will be considered to be the best 
recommendation for the acceptance of this motion by the Assembly ‘if I 
should quote a statement from no less a person than Colonel Sir Henry 
Gidney in regard to this very question. I dare say his successor in this 
Assembly will please note that his predecessor was in favour of com- 
pelling the Government of India to see that their locomotive requirements 
are fulfilled in India. I would particularly draw the attention of Mr. 
Bower to what Sir Henry Gidney said on that occasion. Pie said on the 
occasion of discussion on the Eailway Budget : 

“We cannot control our railways unless we have the manufacturing and building 
of all the wagons and carnages and engines in this country T'oday we have to s])end 
hiiiidieds and thousands of pounds in indenting on foreign countries including Germany 
tor the supply of locomotives.’’ 

Now, Sir, a greater authority than that, an authority wdiich I dare 
say the Honourable the Finance Member and the Honourable the Com- 
merce Member dare not disagree with, is that of Sir Leslie Hudson, the 
Leader of the European 'Group, wdiose absence owing to illness I really 
deplore Sir Leslie Hndson said : 

“We are looking for\vard to the time when India will be able to manufacture 
most things for lieiself. There seems to be no very strong reason \vhy skilled mechanics 
should not be brought out from England to teach our artizans out here how to construct 
locomotives in this country.” 

To all these representations, strong representations as they w^ere, 
Sir Joseph Bhore, the predecessor of the present Commerce Member 
said : 

“ I can tell my Honourable friend ”, Qie was addressing with reference to 8%r 
Kenry Gidney, particularly), “ that the question has already been taken up, it was 
taken up some months ago and I can assure the House that the possibilities will be 
most carefully examined.^' 

This was only a repetition of the policy which they have laid down 
in 1921. It took thirteen years for a reiteration of that policy in much 
more diluted terms. In 1921, they definitely said that they were 
then in a position to go in for the manufacture of locomotive engines 
within a few years and that they would, in the meantime, call for 
tenders in India for locomotive engines and wacrons. But all that was 
forgotten and again in 1934, the then Commerce Member stated that 
the question has already b^^en taken up some months ago and the possi- 
bilities will be examined in the course of those months. The same 
reply was given by the Financial Commissioner in the Standing 
Finance Committee for Railways. Every time we ask for this nolicy 
being executed by the Government of India, every time the Govern- 
ment of India will repeats the assurance that it will be looked into. 
"Where do we stand ? Does it take 13 years to examine the policy 
whether they could manufacture locomotive engines in India or not'^ 
Tf this delav is not deliberate, if this delay is not quite intentional to 
see that Indian industries do not come up and to see that the British 
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interests are served properly, I ask, Sir, what is the other explanation 
that the Government can give with justification and with real truth 
behind it for delaying the execution of this policy”? Now, surely the 
Government Members cannot say that this is not done in the interests 
of British unemployment. In this connection I am compelled to quote 
a statement of the Under Secretary of State for India in 1922. He 
was addressing the Members of Parliament who charged him with not 
doing anything in the way of relieving unemployment question in 
England They charged the Secretary of State for India with not 
persuading the Government of India to give more work to the British 
labour. In replying to those charges, the Under Secretary of State for 
Ind*a said in 1922^ 

To those of my Iloiiouiable fiionds — some of them have ap}»roa.ehed me privately 
while others spoke in the debate — ’v\ho have expressed appiehcasion very largely on 
account of then constituents in legaid to the piiu liase of lu.uuifactured railway and 
othei materials required m India, 1 uill say that theie is no naisoii foi their thinking 
that thev will not get the bulk of this business ” 

Then, Sir, when the Under Secretary of State for India promises 
to his constituents that they will S’ct the bulk of Iheir business parti- 
cularly of railway works and if the Members of the novemtnent here 
say that they are not delaym" ihese tilings on account of the interests 
of’ tlie British labourer, well, I leave it to the House to pidjre what 
should he the real intention of this Government in delaying the execu- 
tion of this pokey. 

We have spent more than eight crores of rupees in equipping 
these workshops. For what purpose was it done When the Gov- 
ernment wanted these eight crores to be spent upon equipment ^ of 
workshops, they made the House believe that they will take up this 
question and that they would equip the workshops in such a tasbioii 
as not to be put to the necessity of going for imported locomotives or 
wagons. It is upon such promises and upon such misleading promises 
that the Government obtained the vote of this House for equipping the 
railway workshops on eight crores. After taking eight crores, they 
spent a large sum out of that and perhaps even more to equip the work- 
shops, hut they never cared to look at the basic question upon which 
they took this grant from tlie Assembly. I will not call it a dishonest 
transaction, but it is certainly not a moral transaction for the Govern- 
ment to make a promise to the Assembly on a particular thing and not 
perform it. And what is more reprehensible in the act of the Govern- 
ment of the day is that while they have completely neglected the 
question of locomotive engines, even with regard to wagon construc- 
tion, it was after a great persuasion that we were able to carry a 
resolution in the Railway Standing Finance Committee that the fir.->t 
tenders should be called for in India and if these tenders were not satis- 
factory they should then advertise for tenders outside India I am 
told,— I do not know how far it is accurate and I speak subject to cor- 
rection, — that only 750 wagons were given for eonstnietion in India 
and about 500 were given to other countries. And in course of the 
currency of the promise which Government have given to this Assembly 
that wagons will be bought in India, particularly with those firms 
which they have encouraged to come into existence, during the parti- 
cular year they have bought wagons from another concern and a 
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foreign concern ; ^nd when questioned as to why they broke their 
promise, the reply was that those wagons were of a special type. 
Who asked them to prescribe a special type ? What was the intention 
of prescribing this special type ? Was it only to put down the Indian 
manufacturer or was it something else ? If a special type was required 
why was it not placed before these Indian manufacturers to see if 
they could adjust their machinery to manufacture this special type 
of wagon ^ The whole truth is that the heart of the Government is 
not in it and Government are not quite sincere in enconraguig Indian 
industries and in reducing unemployment in this country, 'Phe trouble 
is that they are dominated by the higher powers at Whitehall. 
Whether it is an Indian Member that is there or whether it is a 
European Member that is there, it is impossible to expect them to be 
honest and frank to this Assembly while they are being pulled by the 
reins from behind. We only want that at any rate in matters economic 
Government should pay great regard to the expression of public 
opinion as evidenced in the Eesolutions of this Assembly and give 
effect to the promise which they very grudingly, however, made to the 
Assembly. With these words I have great pleasure in commending 
ibis proposition to the acceptance of the House 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Eesolution 
moved : 

** That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that 
immediate steps be taken to equip State Bailway Workshops with necessary additional 
plant and machinery to ensure manufacture of all locomotive requirements within the 
Hallway Workshops. ' ^ 

Sir Abdul HaJim Ghuznavi (Dacca cum Mymensingh : Muham- 
madan Eural) : Sir, I have a very high regard for my Honourable 
friend who has just moved this Eesolution, and I am very sorry that 
I have to oppose the Eesolution ; but I shall presently give my reasons 
for doing so. Sir, I have been studying this railway problem very 
closely for the last nine years, and I have been a member of the Stand- 
ing Finance Committee for Eaiiways all these years excepting one 
year when I was not here. We all want that the railways here should 
be able to make everything they require in India. The question is, 
whether the railways can get that done here cheaply to reduce the 

cost instead of bringing these from outside. At the moment, I think, 

if we agree to this Eesolution it would not be to the interest of the 

railways or to the interest of India as a whole. Firstly, it is im- 

provident, secondly, it is at the moment inopportune, and, thirdly, it 
is at the moment undesirable. Sir, regarding its being improvident, 
I say that the cost of equipping the present railway workshops would 
be appalling ; I think at least a crore of rupees will be required to 
equip these workshops in order that they may be able to make their 
locomotives here. In these days of depression, when the railways are 
not making any money at all and are losing day in and day out, will 
it be proper and reasonable to embark on an expenditure of this huge 
amount of money for equipping the workshops ^ And, Sir, we should 
not forget that the days of engines are probably coming to an end, 
because electrification is coming on. Who knows that, in another ten 
years, half of these railway engines may not be required. See what 
has happened in Bombay where the number of locomotives has been 
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reduced. What has happened in Madras ? Electrification is going on, 
and, on about 60 or 70 miles, these engines are not required. Unfor- 
tunately the predecessor of the present Kailway Member did not give 
us that facility ui Calcutta although is the second City m the British 
Empire. That grievance we have still got against the railway officials 
seeing that they have given it to other provinces, but not to 
Calcutta. 

Then, Sir, 1 come to the type of the locomotives At the moment, 
we are using a type of engine which, perhaps, in a few years’ time, 
we may not require. Take, for instance, Diesel Engines which have 
already begun to replace our time honoured locomotives Then, ubat 
shall we be making in our w^orkshops ? Then, »Sir, we have to consider 
'^hat we have to import from abroad most of the materials which we 
require to make locomotives here. 

Mr. Sami ¥encataclielam Chetty : i may just point out that what 
1 stated was with regard to ail locomotive requireuieiils. It may be 
Diesel Oil or it may be anything. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghiiziiavi : Then, I think iny Honourable trieiid 
has not realised that they will have to make different kinds of work- 
shops for different kinds of iocomotivcKS. You cannot aulicipate 
what kinds of locomotives you will require ten years iumce ; 
and, then, if you stait now, probably this equipment of work- 
shops will require at least five years. After five years, we do not know 
what sort of locomotives we will require We shall be going in a1 tlie 
]>resent time for the present type of locomotives But why has not 
a start been made in India If it had been a paving proposition \vas 
not money available in India for an Indian company to start making 
locomotives bere ^ 'Why did not Tata’s do ff here Because, they 
know that they cannot compete with firms outside India nianiifaeturing 
locomotives. 

Dr. G, ¥. DeshmuMi (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) . 
They were not assured of the contracts. 

Sir Abdul HaKm Ghuznavi : Contracts for Indian requirements 
only will not be sufficient for the workshops here : they must supply 
countries beyond. How are the locomotive workshops in London 
getting on ^ Because they provide not for India alone, but for the 
whole world ^ How many locomotive workshops exist in the wn)rld ^ 
Very few. The world’s demands are supplied by those few\ If we 
start making locomotives here, we shall be making them at an enormous 
cost compared to the cost at which w.e now get them from out- 
side India. Is it in the interest of the railways to make these loco- 
motives here merely as my Honourable friend said, to provide a little 
more wmrk for labour 1 Is it fair to the railways and is it fair for us 
to give sanction to this Eesolution f We know that the railways will 
not he able to make their locomotives as cheap as they get it from 
outside India. As regards wagons I know they are being made here 
and they are being bought by the railways — T have no grievance noxv 
as reorards wagons. At the meeting in Bangalore, this was thoroughly 
discussed, and we made it a point to press on the Financial Com- 
missioner that he must purchase his requirements as regards wagons 
ill India and not from outside. 
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I say, it IS undesirable, because the depression is continuing and we 
do not know the number of engines we. may be able to utilise a few years 
hence : we do not know if we will use the present number even. Only the 
other day, we noticed in the papers that the railways are losing money and 
they are doing their very best to meet the deficit. Is it fair to ask the 
railways to find this huge sum now to construct locomotives which they 
may not require at all a few years hence ? The types may be scrapped 
and we may have to go in for another type of workshops altogether. What 
we should do now is this : we must see to the railways working efficiently 
and economically, and also cut down, as much as possible, the expenses 
incurred which, in my opinion, they should not have incurred. I have 
given one instance. Look at the tremendous expense they incur in 
Calcutta — two railways, the B. B. and the E. I have their head offices 
across tlie street : a huge amount can be saved by amalgamating them . 
they have two Agents, two Chief Medical Officers, two Deputy Agents, and 
so on If the two are amalgamated the Agent of the Amalgamated Kail- 
ways vill be in charge of a shorter length of mileage than the North 
Western. That they do not do. We should press them to economise their 
expenses and also look to the comforts of the third class passengers and 
reduce fares and freights as much as they can. It is not the time now to 
ask liicm to erect or equip workshops at a huge cost for manufacturing 
locomotives, which may not be required at all or which may have to be 
scrapped a few years hence. With these words, I oppose the motion in 
as much as it proposes that the extension of the workshops should be taken 
in hand immediately. 

Iffir Muhammad Azhar Ali (Lucknow and Pyzabad Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) ; Sir, I had no mind to stand on my legs today on 
this Resolution ; but when I found my friend, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi, 
opposing this motion, I was very much surprised. Here is an occasion 
when this House asks the Government to take up certain works which may 
employ Indians in very large numbers just as Tatas are doing ; and, then, 
I find that my own countrymen rise to oppose such Resolutions. When 
my Honourable friend suggests that by economies and amalgamation 
money may be saved on the railways, I do not find any reason why and 
On wlial grounds he thinks that the railways must not take up this busi- 
ness in their hands The greatest need of the country is that we must 
have employment. If these workshops are started, we shall also not liave 
to go to foreign countries and invest our money there and buy from them 
This is one of the greatest reasons why we must have some sort of work' 
shops in India. If we can manufacture wagons, if we can turn out other 
things, I see no reason why we; cannot manufacture locomotives in India : 
to say that there -will be a paucity of engineers I doubt it very much 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Member for Com- 
mereo and Railways) : Has anyliody said that f 

Mr, Muhammad Azhar Ali : That may be an argument hereafter : I 
anticipate that argument of my friends on the other side — ^that there may 
not engineers enough in India to supply the want ; my submi^^sion is 
that India i^ even now prepared to su])ply technical knowledge and every- 
thing retpiiied in the shajie of engineering We know what the state 
Hytlerahad is doing and what the state of Mysore is doing as regards 
engineering and I see no reason why we, in British India, cannot supplv 
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sucii quuijfied men for engineering purposes. To say that Tatas are not 
yet sure of their success and, therefore, if the Government of India take 
up such business it may be very risky — as regards that I say that the Gov- 
ernnient iiself has given protection to Tatas and knows the business. And 
why cannot Government give protection to such a company which is started 
by Indians themselves hereafter, to manufacture locomotives or things 
like that if the Indians start a company I 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi : Start one, and Government will give 
protection. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : I know that my friend will say that : 
we do not want the Government to do that only ; but we want Govern- 
ment and Indians to start manufacturing locomotives now. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That is not the 
motion at any rate. 

Mr, Muhammad Azhar Ali : The motion is that Government sliould 
take up such matters themselves, and I submit that it is high tini*'- nov; 
for the Government to take this business into their hands : when Govern- 
ment have got enough money to spend on other things, I see no reason why 
they should not start this, and if they take the Indian public into confi- 
dence aud ask them to invest money, I am sure, India can afford to do it 
and will do it : India has sent out gold worth crores and crores : why 
cannot India invest money in such lucrative business as making loco- 
motives f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The only questioa 
is whether they are lucrative. 

Mr. V. V. Girl (Ganjam cum Vizagapatam : Non-Muhammadan 
1 PM Rural) • Mr President, many words are not neces- 

sary from me to commend this Resolution for accept- 
ance of this House If I may say so, this subject of locomotive manufac- 
ture is a subject which is as old as the hills Promises have been made 
on Hie floor of this House that India will be made self-contained in the 
matter of manufacture of locomotives and locomotive requirements, but 
these promises have remained mere promises and they have never been put 
into practice by the Government of India. I would not like to traverse the 
same ground that was traversed by other speakers, but T would like to men- 
tion bi'iefly that the history of the locomotive industry began with the year 
1918 wlien the Government of India issued a communique, dated the 1st 
March, 1918, wherein they stated * 

‘ ‘ The GoveniBient of India have reeentlj" under consideration methods of making 
India more independent of outside sources in supply of raw materials.’^ 

The eomnuinique of tlie oOth September, 1921, has been referred to 
and commented upon by the Honourable the Mover of this Resolution, and 
I do not like to repeat it again 

Again, Sir, in the year 1924, the Tariff Board, in their first Report, 
liav^e made some observations regarding the manufacture of locomotives 
in this country, and, ineidenially, I would like to reply to my fricml. Sir 
Abdul Halim Ghuznavi. He stated that, in order to make locomotives 
in tliis country, a lot of materials have to be brought from England, that 
raw maierials have to be imported from abroad. In this connection, I 
should like to refer you, Sir, to paragraph 13, Chapter II, of the Tariff 
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Board Eeport relating to tlie locomotive building industry, wbicb states 
as follows : 

‘ ‘ The industry is very valuable from the national point of view Apart from 
its importance as ajffeetmg the question of national defence, it is an industry which 
gives ample opportunities for the purpose of training Indians in mechanical engineer- 
ing, and if India is to make itself independent as far as possible in the supply of its 
railway requirements, it is essential that it should possess a well-established locomotive 
industry. 

With regard to the supply of labour also, it is favourably situated, for it cannot 
be regarded as an industry in which all labour has to be specially trained. There 
are many engineering works, railway workshops and factories where labour of the 
kind required in this industry is available at reasonable cost and in sufdcient 
quantity. 

With regal d to raw^ materials, it is estimated that about 50 per cent, of the 
quantity of raw materials required in the manufacture of locomotives can be obtained 
in India either from the Tata Iron and Steel Company or from other local works 
engagefl in the manufacture of steel products, especially castings.^' 

In'ow, Sir, again this matter came to the fore when the Eaveii Com- 
mittee inquired into this question. This Committee's observations are 
also quite relevant to show that the manufacture of all railway require- 
ments wi[] be cheaper if made in railway -workshops than m private firms, 
and 1 would only refer to a few lines in the Eeport of the Eaven Com- 
mittee. I quote from pages 76 and 77 of the Eeport : 

Assuming equal efdciency of organization and control on either side, all the 
elements of cost such as labour, materials and oncost have necessarily a tendency 
to be lower in a Bailway Workshop than in a private workshop . .We only wish 
to emphasise here that, with respect to such components of locomofcives and spare 
parts of carnages and wagons that have till now been manufactured almost entirely 
in railway workshops in India their conclusions are these — that the rates at 
which spare parts of rolling stock are being manufactured in railway workshops do 
bear favourable comparison with the rates which outside agencies could or would 
charge ; that nevertheless such manufacture is not being earned on as efficiently 
and economically as it could be, owing either to lack of organization and co-ordination 
or lack of suitable plant ; and that with the concentration of the manufacturing work, 
in such existing shops as are advantageously situated with respect to cheap labour, 
fuel and suitable equipment, on the lines we have recommended, great economies could 
be achieved.^’ 

It was stated, — I hope I am correct, — the Financial Commissioner for 
Railways stated that they have been attempting to adjust the manufac- 
ture of the locomotive industry in the shops that are existing at present 
in India without establishing new shops. I do not know if I am correct 
in the statement I have made T think the Financial Commissioner made 
that statement to us when the Standing Finance Committee met at 
Bangalore 

Mr. P. E. Ean (Financial Commissioner, Railways) : What state- 
ment ? 

Mr. V. V. Giri : That the question is being considered by a Com- 
mittee and they are trying to see if the existing workshops could not he 
equipped. 

BSx. P. R. Eau : May I read a line from the proceedings f 

The Board were considering the possibility of utilising any one or other of 
the existing workshops for the purpose in order to reduce the initial cost.^' 

It did not state that the Board had arrived at any conclusion on that. 

An Honourable Member : You never do. 
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Mr. P. E. Bail 1 said we had come to no conclusion at the time I 

in<tde that statemeiiT. 

Mr. ¥. ¥. Criri : Again, Sir, in the year 1927, this subject came to 
the fore, and it was mooted by a Member of the Swaraj Parly whi(*ii w^as 
then under the ciisiin^’uislied leadership of the late lamented Pandit 
Mohlal Neiini, and dieie was a diseiission on this matter. I am glad to 
see again, under the dLstinginshed leadership of my esteemed leader, 
Mr Biiidabhfii Desai, a liesolution on this very subject has been inched. 
Thus, Sir, from the }ear 1918 to the year 1935, on several occasions this 
siibjeel (uano 'lefori* lids Assembly, and promises were marie that the 
inalTer would be looked into, that im’^estigation was being made, that tlie 
report was eu])ee1ed and that it v^oiild be placed before the Slandoig 
Ihiianeo roinnidlee or before this House This shows the malii jides o£ 
this (jovcrniiieiit and the reason for it is not far to seek. The Go^ern- 
ineid of aidaa are rep^*eseii(ed a bureaucracy which is interested as 
agents of England to promote the interests of England T uni bound 
to say tiiat the Govermneiit of India are the agents cd Englisn and for- 
eign capitalists, and they are not interested so ranch in solving the unem- 
ployment pro])}em in iliis country T am bound to make this statement, 
beeaiwe the Government of India have shown, so far as this question is 
(VjiieeiTtcd^ (‘xtreme uiefficiencvy inactivity, indilfereiice and insnieerity 
of purpose. I v;ouId like, Sir, to prove that, during the last 15 years, 
ci'fuvs have been MU-nl in (lie matter of })urchase of loconiulives from 
other eonnlrie^., and reference to the debates in tlie Leulslativc Assembly 
in 1934 nil! heai out my statement. Da the 13th March, 1934, the 
riuaneMl Gommissioiier submitted to the House a stateiiienl siioving the 
11 umbel’ of broad gauge and metre gauge locomotives provided in Cias.s 1 
raihrays Irom 1927 28 to 1934-35 You wnll find. Sir, that 427 broad 
gauge locomotives have been purchased during this period, and 501 metre 
gauge hiconiotives iia\o also been purchased during the same period, and 
if the Governmeni were true to their professions and promises and if 
they had established tins industry years ago, as they ought to liave done 
according to their assertions, India by now wmuld have had a splendid 
locomotive industry, and she ivould have been in a position, not only to 
supply the wuuits of tins country, but also to supply the wants of other 
countries ; we could not merely have manufactured and supplied all the 
necessary ]oeomo1>ves that this countiy wunited, but w’-e could Lave manu- 
factured and sent them to other countries. Hear, hear from 
Congress Party P>enches ) I am bound to say, therefore, Sir, that if 
today the Gov(u*ument are having the barren policy of retrenchiuent, if 
today 17,000 workers and their families are starving in the si reels, the 
sin lies at the door of the Government of India and nobody else. Ilear^ 
hear from Congress Party Benches.) When Russia or Italy or Germany 
or England are having their planned economy and solving tlieir economic 
problems and unemployment problems, in India w^e are simply told that 
all ma tiers would be looked into and investigations made. [ am ^ure 
that, if India had a responsible Government of her own, such monkey- 
ing willi affairs of Indians would never have taken place. ^ly lloiwiir- 
ablc friend, Sir i-bdul Halim Ghuznavi, has made a statement on the 
floor oi this House that if locomotives are manufactured here, a crore wdll 
have to be spent and the cost wnll be very prohibitive. In that counee- 
lion, T w’oiiid only reicn to a statement of no less a person than my Honour- 
able friend, ]\Ir. Ran. wdio said on the floor of this House, in answer 

L17BLAI3 ' , JP 
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to a question in 1934, put by Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda. Tliis 
was with relerence to the metre gauge engines that are maiiufacUired in 
the Ajmer workshops. Mr. Ran stated : 

* ' I understand that owing to the fact that the prices in England are now low, 
aceordmg to the latest information available to the Hailway Boaid, theie is very 
little difference in the cost of manufacture at Ajinei and the cost of purchase in 
England, the difference being only Bs 20.” 

It does not mailer whether the difference is only Rs. 26 or even 
Es. 260 ; neither the Standing Finance Committee nor the public in this 
comitiy would mind spending that amount Therefore, on all groumls, 
it IS a])Solutely necessary that the Government of this eomiLcy, even iii 
tliis late day, should take upon themselves the responsibility ot under- 
taking the manufacture of locomotive engines and locomotiv-j require- 
ments that are needed for this country. Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi has 
stated thai. tomorrow the engines may be replaced by the eleeirie enoines. 
Most probably all The engines may be replaced by aeroplanes , all the 
aeroplanes may be replaced by something else ; and I suggest lo the Gov- 
ernment of India lliat they’' must have a long-headed view of things, ii long 
vision, to see how they can adjust their workshops on which they have 
spent crores and crores of rupees in this country. T would suggest to 
them that they sliOuld have not only a locomotive industry, but along 
with it they should Have a subsidiary automobile industry, au aeroplane 
indiisiiy, and certainly the manufacture of electric engines. The whole 
Trouble is this. The Government of India have no long vision, because 
it is nol a national Government, because it is a Government that represents 
English interests and not Indian interests. That is our trouble 

Mr. President (Tiie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour- 
able Member has only one minute more. 

Mr. V. V. Giri : I would not like to take even one minute, and I 
resume my seat 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly^ re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) in the Cliair 


Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : The House will 
now resume discussion on the Resolution by Mr. Chetty. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab • Sikh) : Sir, this Resoliition, if 
placed before the Legislature of any civilised country, would not find any 
opposition from any quarter ; but, to our regret, we find, in India, situated 
as we are, opposition coming from unexpected quarters. I am sorry that 
my friend, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi, is not in his seat novv^ but his 
speech in this House has been regarded by all people to be of a nature 
which will elieekm‘d(' the growth of Indian industries if taken seriously 
In his speech, he said that there djy three reasons for opposing this Reso- 
lution, namelyg that such a Resolution, in the first instance, is improvident, 
secondly inopportune and tlnrdly undesirable. He took us bv surprise 
when he said lhal it was imrv'ovi'l^ip because ii would cost Ibe Indian 
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exchequer a very heavy sum of money. Every industry embraeino: big 
enterprises will have to involve a good deal of expenditure but the business 
I’n-uposition we have to look into is not the cost of the industry hut tlie 
return which the proposed industry is expected to yield If (he return is 
proportionate and adequate then it is certainly worth while spending 
money Therefore, Ihis argument that the manufacture of locomotives 
in India \\ould involve the taxpayers in a good deal of cost does not much 
stand to reason Tlien he said it was inopportune and in suppo»^t (^f Ibis 
argument he said tlial the world was advancing, that science was making 
progress and that v it bin another five years, according to his calculation, 
tlie present locomotives will be of no service When I heard this argu- 
ment from him, I was reminded of a personal experience which I Had 
during the las! Delhi Session I had gone to purchase a radio and ou the 
way I me-f- a friend of mine who asked me where I was going. C told him 
the object, when he told me : DonT j)urchase a radio because improve- 
meiiis are being eTedid every year If that argument were accepted, 
then no])ody would ever piireliase a radio 

Captain Sardar Sher Muhaininad Khan (Nominaled Noii-Ofiieial) : 
Did you purchase it I 

Sardar Sant Singh : I did not. If this argument were to prevail 
that scic'iee is advancing and on that account we should not rnauufaclnre 
locomotives, then we bad better stop all pn^gress and all business hi ihis 
country This maimlaetur^ of our own requirements is neces.saiy because 
India is a big country yvitli a system of railways running from north to 
south and from east 1o Avest and it has tlie second biggest ra-lwiiy system 
in the AAoihl It is incompreliensible vhy small countries like Germany 
and Great ih-iiain «'hould supply all our requirements The q mstion 
naturally aiises--\\hy should we depend upon other countries for our 
locomotives and Avliy sliould we not manufacture our own requirements. 
Why should not India be self-contained in this matter ? I have not been 
convinced by the reasons that have been given from time to lime 
postponing mdion on tliis matter When the Standing Committee for 
Railwajvs met lasr time I actually committed the impertinence of suggest- 
ing to the members of the Committee to stop all purchases of locomotives 
even if it Imiiigs the administration of railways to a standstill The reason 
for my suggestion aaos that this dem.and has been made by Indians so 
often and foi’ such n long time that unless some strong measures Avere 
adopted by Ibc Sianding Committee for Ivaihvays the Govermoont Avould 
not be persuaded to UsCree Avith us to establish some plant for manufactur- 
ing locom()iiA^es in India I am of opinion that it is not merely the poliijy 
of Buy Indian that persuades m’e m this point of view. Ibiere is the 
danger arising from the disturbed condition of the AAmrld Aviiicli makes 
it iueumhenr upon us to make provision AAdiile tliere is still time for meet- 
ing our own lequirements. There is no knowing Avhat may have liappened 
up to this time in the League of Nations which is meeting today to 
discuss Italo-Etliiopian relations and Avhat will happen if Italy and 
Abyssinia go to Avar. The conflagration may spread to other parts of 
the AAmrld. In that case, Avhere shall we get our requirements from, 
especially if the Suez Canal is closed f If India is to fulfil her obligation 
toAvards her people tlien she ought to manufacture her own needs. Why 
not start immediately ? 

Captain Sardar Slier Muhannnad Khan : You can get from Japan. 

L173LAI) 
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Sardar Sant Singh : My friend who belongs to the military class 
thinks that Japan would supply us. I am not of that opinion because wl'.en 
he will require tanks and other military requirements he will come to the 
Legislature and ask it for his needs. It is the Legislature that will be 
responsible for supplying him with the things that he will need so that 
he can carry on his w^ar. It is not a thing which should be looked at 
lightly, especially in the present state of world affairs. I will, thereforey 
support tills iCesoluiion .and will expect the Honourable Member iii charge 
of the Railways to lake steps immediately to make the necessary arrange- 
ments, so that the manulacture of locomotives may be taken in hand as 
early as possible. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I propose to intervene in Lius 
debate for a very limited puiqiGse, and that is in the mam to enuiieiate a 
general principle, which, except m the speech of my Honourable friend, 
Sir A. H Ghuziiavi, has been completely ignored by every other speaker 
in tlie Assembly This general principle is concerned with the limits 
within which CTO^'crnment are ;)ustified in promoting the establishiiie]ii of 
new industries in this country. In some ways, of course, I shall be merely 
repeating wliat 1 have said over and over again on previous occasions in 
this Assembly but I make no apology for that because, m my view at any 
rate, i1 cannot be said too often The Government of India is justified 
in taking active steps to establish an industry in India on one or two 
grounds The first I need only mention, because it exists very rarely, if 
at all, ciud that is in cases where the existence of an indigenous mOuslTy 
of that character is absolutely essential to the very existence of the 
country The second occasion is when it can be- seen from the start that 
the industry* will, before very long, become self-supporting, so that the 
burden !mpo<-‘ed on the country by the establishment of the industry is 
definilely foreseeable and is not -excessive and, of course, this appliea 
whether the assistance is given by way of subsidy or protection The only 
difference between the two is that the cost of protection is much higher 
and it much more often falls on the wrong shoulders, hut there is no 
great difference in principle between them. In my view it is definitely 
not reasonable to ex])t^ct Ur Government of India to embark on the task 
of establishing an industry in this country if it is certain from the 
start lhat the industry in question will never be self-supporting and, 
therefore, that its establishment will impose upon the country a perma- 
nent and very heavy burden, and by country I mean either the con- 
sumer or the tax-payer ; in the long run it does not make very much 
difference. And I would also like to say that I do not think this con- 
clusion is vitiated in the least when the agency for the establishment of 
the industry is one of the State commercialized seiwices. If the railways 
are to foster imeconomie industries, whether it be by giving orders to 
outside firms or by setting up industries in their own workshops, one of 
two things is bound to happen. Either the general tax-payer has got to 
subsidise the railways, or the user of the railways has- got to pay more for 
the services which they provide. There is no escaping that dilemma : 
and if the Aasembly is inclined to think that the present is an opportune 
time for the railways to embark on large unremunerative expenditure on 
the establishment of new uneconomic industries, well, I think I can say 
that those Meml>ers of the Assembly, from all sides of it, who were pre- 
mii ni the recent discussions at the Public Accounts CommiUee on the 
financial position of the railways are not likely to share that view. Per- 
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haps 1 iiiigiit make two remarks before I leave this point. The first 
relrj'os to the general question of policy, and on that 1 would like to say 
that one of the tragedies of India's protective policy has been that, willi 
tile single exce])tion of steel, not a single one of the industries which it 
has been sought to establish in this country has yet become self- 
sup port mg 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City . Non-Muhammadan Urban) r 
What about textiles ^ 

The Honourable Sir Janies Grigg : Well, there is a duty of 50 per 
cent p/ws a quota against Japan and a duty of 25 per cent, against Lanca- 
shire : and each time the textile industry has been up for protection, the 
prot(‘etion has had to be increased ^ It is one of the tragedies of Indians 
proliu'lionist policy that every single industry, except possibly one, has 
becOiiK' more and more in need of Rtare assistance The other is a passing 
observation on a remark of Mr Giri^s. ktr Gfiri said that one of the 
advantages of establishing a locomotive industry in this country is that 
ultimately it would become big enough 1o ex])ort its surplus products. 
How on earili does he imagine that an Indian industry is going to be able 
to export, if it cannot produce at something like competitive prices f It 
really sliows the muddled thinking that goes on about this >subject that 
such a remark could have been made. My purpose in saying wdiat 1 have 
said so far is merely to enunciate a general principle. The aiipHcatlon of 
that uencral principle to tlie particular case under discuBsion I can leave 
in the capable hands of my Honourable (/olleague, the Commerce Member. 
But I do wmnt, if I may, to take up two or three definite mis-statements 
made by the Mover of the motion. He first of all made some quotations 
from the English Hansard of 1922 at the time when there was an nn- 
em])loyment debate or questions on unemployment. Well, I happened to 
have been veiy closely concerned in those discussions on unemployment in 
1922 in England and I can assure him that the question under considera- 
tion there w^as entirely one of the placing of Indian orders on the conti- 
nent or in England. The policy of the Government of India in the matter 
of the purchase of stores then w’-as, to the best of my recollection, that 
they sliould buy in the cheapest market — ^whatever that implied, — in India, 
ill Germany or in any other place, and what was happening then was 
that representations were made to the Secretary of State for India io see 
if he could avoid the diversion of orders wfiiich had hitherto been placed 
in England to the continent of Europe ; they had nothing to do whatever 
with tlie competition between British and Indian orders. 

Mr Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : Sir, I wish to draw^ the attention 
of the Honourable the Finance Member to our own Hansard of the year 
1927. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I am talking about the events of 
1922. [At this stage, Mr Sami Vencatachelam Chetty rose again to his 
feet ] I am not going to give way. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : It is not you who has to give 
it is myself who has to give way. (Ones of Order, order.^0 He 
had already given way. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I gave way, because I thought 
the Honourable Member was dealing with the unemployment discussions 
of 1922, What happened here in 1927 has nothing to do with that. 
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Mr. Sami ¥eBcatachelani Chetty : On a point of personal expla- 

iiatifOK .... 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. AkMl Chandra Datta) . Yes, if the 
Honoiuvible Member gives way. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : In the 1927 Hansard, there is a 
reproduction of a statement said to have been made by the Secretary of 
State for India. 


The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Surely there is some mistake. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : It is not a mistake, but if it is a 
rai slake, it is a mistake in the debates. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I say that your interpretation of 
the slatement is absolutely wrong, because I was in a position at the 
time to know the correct interpretation. That is in connection with ihe 
events of 1922, The second thing I think the Honourable Member said 
was that the whole obj'=^-ct of the Government of India policy was to do 
everything possible to place locomotive orders in England. That is wliy, 
T suppose, recent orders have been placed in Germany ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have they been ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Certainly Then he gave some 
figures about wagons. He protected himself by saying — “ I have been 
told ^'ell, let lae tell him that his figures, which were, I think, that 
orders for 750 wagons had been placed in India and five hundred else- 
where 


Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : I did not use those figures. I 
said that 750 wagons were given to Indian firms and orders for 500 were 
placed outside. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is precisely what I have 
said. Now the true figures are these. Out of 4,472 wagons, 750 wagons 
were purchased in England and 3,722 wagons were purchased in India. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : I am glad. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I doubt that because you have 
lost a grievance. Prom these three mis-statements which I have been 
able to disprove without any difficulty whatever, you can judge of the 
character of the evidence on which the Honourable the Mover arrives at 
his somewhat malicious conclusion that the whole policy of the Government 
of India is concerned in protecting British interests and in downing 
Indian interests. 

Prof. N. 6. Eanga (Guntur cum Nellore : Non-Muhammadan 
Eural) : Is that not true 


The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Well, nothing that I can sav will 
make my Hotiourable friend alter his conclusion. There are two possible 
explanations of that conclusion. The first is that by repeating it so 
often he has come to believe it without any thought about the matter 
The second is that his object is not the pursuit of truth but to stir up bad 
blood,— and he does not much mind what lie does, in the process I would 
like in conclusion to make one observation in regard to this general accu- 
sation made by the Party opposite that the Government of India runs 
India in the interests of the United Kingdom. 
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Prof. N. Cr EaBga : 1& it not so f 

The Hononrable Sir James Grig-g : Does he believe that if the Gov- 
ernineiit of India, backed by His Majesty^s Government, had started out 
to run this country in the interests of the United Kingdom, that they 
would ha\e so severely damaged Lancashire in the attempt to establish 
textile industries in this country f (Hear, hear.) Does he believe that if 
we had started out to run this country in the interests of the United 
Kingdom, we should have spent crores and crores and crores directly and 
m addition placed very heavy burden on the consumer in this counti’y 
in fu-der to make it independent of the United Kingdom in the matter 
of steel ^ Does he believe that in the matter of placing wagon orders 
for railways, w'hich the Honourable Member referred to, we wmuld have 
given a preference to Indian firms to the extent of fourteen per cent. 
Ill ])nce, if our dearest object had been to place orders in England f 
I sidnnit, Sir, that the thing is self-contradictory. Honourable Members 
opposite will no doubt go on believing that the Government of India and 
the English are knaves but I really thiiilv that they cannot simultaneously 
assume that we are so incompetent as to use such ineffective methods to 
produce the end wdiieh they say we have been seeking. So, having fnl- 
fillect the purpose for wdiich I stood up I leave, as I said in the beginning, 
the mam burden of the reply on the particular application of the general 
principles to my Honourable Colleague, the Commerce Member. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions : 
Non-AMuhainmadan Kiiral) : Sir, it is no pleasure to me to have io stand 
ap and support an important Resolution like tlie one wdiich has been moved 
by iny Honourable friend, Mr. Chetty. It is most annoying and it brings 
home to us the utterly hopeless condition in winch w^e are in our owm 
country In any other country, Sir, where the existence of the Govern- 
ment depended upon the wull of the people, a Resolution like this would be 
considered superfluous. The Government themselves would take steps to 
encourage the indigenous industries of the country and place as many 
orders as possible in the hands of their owui countrymen. The officials them* 
solve.- would feel that it is to their own interests and to the interests of tlie 
Government that they should see that the country is self-dependent, self- 
reliant and self-contained The officials wmuld feel that they ought io 
mak(» some arrangement to be ready for emergencies, for times of war 
when tliey may not be able to im])ort things from otlmr countries. More- 
over, S^ir, the position of a Government which did not do tliese things, wmuld 
become fudcnable. The populace and the vote of the country will con- 
demn tluu Government and they will be (.ompelled to see to the interests 
of tbt‘ count ly and of the indigenous industries I have not had the honour 
of listening to my Honourable friend. Sir Abdul Halmi Glmznavi, uii- 
foi'lunalel^ I -was not present in the House then, 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : He 
spoke agnoist India. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Tliat ho always does. T am not 
at all siir])rised at the charge wdiich has been laid against my Honourable 
friend, but w’hat surprised me most w^as tlie jiroposition that he laid before 
this House, namely, that it would be uneconomical and improper for us 
to go in for an industry like this. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi : Tt is not for us to undertake this 
industry, but it is for the State Railways. 
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Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : What ! State Railways ^ They all 
belong to us and we are the masters of those State Railways. (A Voice : 

In theory only.^’) Those are our railways. It is unfortunate that we 
are slave>s and have not got the powder. This may also be due, to some 
extent, to 1he fact that some friends of ours, who come here as representa- 
tives of the peoide, do not really look after the interests of the fieople. 
However, the proposition that my Honourable friend laid before the House 
\vas til at it w^ould not be conducive to the welfare of this country that we 
should go in for the production of these locomotives. I ask him whether 
locomotives are not a key industry and vrhether it is our duty or not to be 
seif-conlained and to be self-reliant f How long are we going to depend 
on othei* countries for our own key industries and for our necessities "v.hich 
vee need in our every day life ? I am sorrj^, Sir, that I am sitting at a 
place which has this disadvantage that I cannot hear anything which is 
talked about in this House I am very sorry I have not been able to follow 
the Honourable the Finance Member but I have been able to catch one or 
two words here and there One of the things that he said wms tiiat pro- 
tection meant high cost of production. I would like to ask the Honour able 
the Finance Member whether this is the policy of the Imperial Government 
so far as the Government of Great Britain is concerned. I would like co 
know from the Honourable the Finance Member, Sir, if that is the policy 
of the Imperial Government these days What is France doing ? What 
ivS England doing ? They are anxious to he self-contained so far as their 
own Empire is concerned. They knoAv that high tariff walls are being 
erected all round, they know that they themselves are doing the same thing 
and they are keen that they should not have to depend upon the outside 
world for their needs. We know how and why the Ottawa Agreement was 
arrived at ; w^e know its history. Why, then, it is not proper for us to 
manufacture our own locomotives f This is a question that ought to be 
ansiTOred bj the Members sitting on the Treasury Benches. The Honour- 
able the Finance Member made some statements I could not follow them. 
All that I could follow was that he was putting two or three questions to 
the Mover of this Resolution and asking him whether he had faith in the 
Iona fides of the Government. My only answer to those questions is lliat 
one ivho excuses himself accuses himself If that reply satisfies my 
Honourable friend, he is at liberty to have it I want to know from him 
also, Sir, whether there is any nation on earth which has been generous 
where other nations were concerned f Whatever a nation does, it does in 
its own interests. It is guided by its own interests. May I know from the 
Honourable the Finance Member if it is in the interests of England that 
this eouniry should be self-contained and self-reliant and that we should 
have all the key industries in our own hands, that we should be able to pro- 
duce all fbe things that we need and that we should not import anything 
from Great Britain and other foreign countries ? I am sorry he is not here 
to re])ly to all these questions. 


The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Who is not here ? 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Oh, he is there. Sir not only can 
we not hear i)roperlv from here hn1 we cannot even see properly froin this 
place. Anyway, T feel that it is hiorh time that we .should develop our own 
indmimous m^sfnes and that We should ??o iu for the manufacture of 
locomotives. Wi+I] these few remarks T sunnort the Resolution moved by 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Veiiealaehelam Ohettv. ^ 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Sir, before 1 

3 p M Fepiy to the ])articular criticisms of the lack of eii- 
thnsiasm with which Government have been sought to 
be eJiarged in this matter, I shall attempt briefly to give a history of the 
matter on behalf of the Department and try to show to what extent ihe 
matler has been ])iirsiied already It was the intention of the Department 
to place the material, a part of which I shall attempt to place befoie the 
House now, liefore the Standing Finance Committee for Eailways, in order 
to enable them to arrive at some sort of conclusion from that material. I 
am glad, howeier, that the present opportunity has been arailed of by 
certain Honourable Members to have the matter dis('iissed on the floor of 
the Tionse which would dispense with the neeossfly of now taking lliis 
matter to Ihe ^Siandlng Finance Committee Another ])reliminary observa- 
tion wliicii [ might be permitiLd to make is with regard to the scope of the 
motion belore the House* No doubt the motion is fairly widely worded 
and at one stage the Hononrabte the Mover was under the necessily of 
explauiiiig lo the House that his motion was not liimled to 
locomotives, Init extended to locomotive requirements, and tiiah if 
there' \\'as any difficiiliy with regard lo other means of propul- 
sion having come into the field, for instance, electric locomoiives 
and Diesel engines, there was no diifieulty within the scope of his 
Iiesoliitioii foi* Government to caiui]') their worksho])S so as to be able to 
deal with these new retjuiremeiits also : so that that is one aspect of the 
maltf'r wIuqIi the House will have to keep in mind when judging Govern- 
menl on tins pariicular motion As I said, 1 shall proceed to give a brief 
liistory of this matter so far as the Railway Department is concerned. This 
malt^^r is not, as has been said, as old as the hills although it certainly has 
been pending for a certain number of years and took active shape in the 
early twenties of this century — T hope that satisfies my Honourable friends. 
Now, the main obstacle from the very beginning has been the uneertain 
and fluctuating nature of the demand for locomotives. Let me illustrate 
that •'vith reference to one enterprise that was set up to deal with tliis 
demand and to supply this particular want of India. The Peninsular 
Locomotive Company was set up, as I have said, in the early twenties of 
this century at Tatanagar. From the very beginning they felt the need 
of State protection if they were to be able to compete with industries out- 
side the country of a similar nature. 

An Honourable Member : Long established 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : True. I am noi 
eondeinning them on that ground, nor am I saying that the position adopted 
by them was not legitimate. The matter was gone into by the Tariff 33oard 
set up in 1924 and their eonclnsion was that although this was an essential 
industry and although under different circumstances there might be a fair 
chance for the industry to establish itself, conditions ivere such that it 
could not be said with certainty that with a reasonable measure of protec- 
tion the industry would establish itself I would draw the attention of 
Honourable Members to paragraph 18 of Chapter IT of the Tariff BoarrHs 
Report at the tO]) of page 173. The Tariff Board observe : 

For tlie rea«!ons ’v^hieh we liave given w’e are unable to make any recommenda- 
tions for the grant of protcetion to the locomotive buihling indiiatry. We consider 
it desirable on national grounds that the industry should be established in India (hear, 
hear), and we believe that this conid eventually be done, provided substantial assistance 
were given by Government in the earlier years. But the existence of a .sufficient 
market for locomotives in India is an indispensable preliminary condition and at 
prcBent this condition is not satisfied.. 
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Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Sir, 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan ; 

“ If protection nere given now the country would curry a heavv' burden during 
the next five years, and at the end of that period the progress made would bo insuffi- 
cient to justify the saerifieo. ” 

Pandit Krisima Kant Malaviya : Sir, I rise to a point of order Is it 
proper for an Honourable Member, sitting on the Government Benches, 
not to give way w^hen another Honourable Member of the House gets up 
to ask for some information or to put some question I wanted to get 
^some irifoimation but the Honourable Member would not yield. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The Honourable 
Menibei* tried to interrupt me in the middle of my quotation. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : I am loath to interrupt the 
Honourable Member in his speech, but I wanted some information. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr Akhil Chandra Datta) : The Honour- 
able Member cannot ask for information at this stage, unless the Honour- 
able Member gives way. He should be allow’^ed to proceed with his 
speecli 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Had the Honour- 
able ]\leinher attempted to interrupt me in my speech, I ivould have gladly 
given way. But he attempted to interrupt me in my quotation which I 
was anxious to finish. In 1924, the Board took that view and with re.gard 
to some observations of the Board there was applause from the other side 
of the House. I join in that applause. I do not differ from the policy 
that the B('ard laid down there. But the Board went on to observe w4iat 
w^as the essential condition for the establishment of an industry and they 
found that at that date that essential condition did not exist. I hope to 
be able to .show as I proceed that it exists still less and to a far less degree 
today than it existed on that date. 

Well, then, Sir, this particular company, the Peninsular Locomotive 
Company was set up in Tatanagar and they found that the cost of pro- 
dnction wns so high that they could not quote prices that could at all 
compete wdth the x)riee>s of foreign manufactured locomotives. Here, Sir, 
I am at liberty to repeat and endorse the stores policy of the Government 
of India. We all recognise that if w^e are to promote and encourage Indian 
industries w^e cannot, in each case, insist upon absolutely competitive prices 
and Indian stores are continuously being purchased in India on the 
principle that a reasonable amount of difference between the prices should 
be borne by the Government m favour of the Indian manufacturers for 
tlie purpose of encouraging Indian manufacturers Therefore, il the 
cliff erem^e in the prices quoted by the Peninsular Locomotive Company and 
the foreign companies had been at all a reasonable difference, I have not 
the slightest doubt that orders from the Indian railways would have been 
placed with the Peninsular Locomotive Company but the disparity of prices 
w^as so great and so unreasonable that the Railways found themselves 
unalile to place their orders with the Peninsular Locomotive Comnany. 
The Company finding itself in such a position then turned its attention to 
the manufacture of w^agons and there also they found that the demand 
had steadily begun to go down and that the requirements of the imilwavs 
could not be maintained at the rate at which even the Railways had antici 
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paled tlieir requirements would continue to arise and, therefore, the Com- 
pany failed even to carry on as a company for liie manufacture of wagons. 
Being placed in that position the Government came to the rescue of the 
Company and, in 1929, they purchased the workshops of the Company 

Mr, B. Das f Orissa Division . Non-Muhammadan) • Only to shut it 
down 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I wish tne 
Ilonoinable Member would hear me out, and then, if he thinks that I am 
omitting any essential point, he can supply it. In 1929, the Raihvay 
Department purchased these workshops and they proceeded to utilize them 
for the manufacture of underfranies. Tn 1932, the Railway Department 
were eoinpelled to shut dovn the workshops which they had purdiased from 
the Peninsular Locomotive Company for want of requirements even of 
iinderframes That is the history of the one attempt in which boih private 
enterjirise and, subsequenll^g Government assistance took part in orrler to 
encourage the manufaelure of locomotives in this country. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) 
resumed i he Chair ] 

That, Sir, will illustrate the difficulties with which the industry has 
to edntend. The next stage was that the Railway Board themselves 
undertook an examination of the question. They found that in order to 
be able to mannfacture locomotives on an economic basis in this country 
there must be a demand for at least 200 locomolives per annum That 
demand has not existed at any time but the Board did not surrender the 
attempt to find out wbether a start could be made for the manufacture 
of locomotives in this country because there was not a sufficient demand 
to set up a fully equipped locomotive manufactory in the country They 
took up the question again in 1931 and they found that the likelihood of 
there being the normal demand required for a locomotive factory was 
still less in 1931 than it was in 1925 hJevertheless, they went into the 
question on the basis of a demand for 50 to 60 locomotives per year. 
They found that in order to begin with they could possibly run a factory 
which could subsequently be enlarged on the basis of a demand from 
50 to 60 locomotives per year, and they went into the question of 
estimates The first question naturally that confronted them was 
whether the factory should be established m connection with one of the 
existing workshops or it should be a new factory altogether They 
looked into the question whether they could utilise the Tatanagar factory 
which they had taken over from the Peninsular Ijocomotive Company 
for the purpose of the manufacture of locomotives, but they discovered 
that the factory was not suited for the puropse at all and that it would 
involve very heavy cost in order to adapt it for the manufacture of 
locomotives. There were uo adequate lifting facilities, the columns and 
the crane runways were not strong enough and other structural altera- 
tions and additions to the machinery would be required ; and, therefore, 
they were forced to consider the question of an entirely new workshop 
for the manufacture of locomotives. Their estimate eventually was, — 
without going into details, — that assuming a constant demand of from 
50 to 60 locomotives per year of standard types and also assuming that 
steel eastings would have to be purchased and that iron castings and 
forgings could be supplied in India, the minimnni estimate would be 
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from 70 to 80 laklis to start witli. In tlie meantime, anotlier factor that 
had developed was that the price of locomotives manufactured in Britain 
a.ud in foreign countries had been going down rapidly and that made the 
proposal still more uneconomical than it had been previously. Having 
ai rived at th^at stage and having found that it woidd not be economic to 
set up a factory to manufacture locomotives, mainly on the ground that 
a continuous and steady demand could not be guaranteed and also that 
apart from the capital cost the working costs would be too high, they, 
even at this stage, did not altogether abandon the attempt to make a 
beginning of what might eventually develop into a locomotive industry 
m India. They then turned their attention to the question whether it 
lias not possible to start with a boiler factory in which locomotive boilers 
could be manufactured, in the hope that if that factory could be estab- 
jished upon an economic basis it might eventually develop into a factory 
for the manufacture of locomotives With regard to this matter again 
they went into detailed figures and estimates and eventually they arrived 
at the conclusion that the cost of a boiler which could be purchased in a 
foreign country for Rs. 20,500 would in India at the very minimum be 
Rs. 23,800 ; that is to say, nearly 16 per cent higher than the price of a 
foreign boiler. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das (Orissa Division • Non-Muhammadan) . 
What is the reason for that ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I will give the 
leason. And even there it could not be guaranteed that the demand 
would be steady. The question is asked, what is the reason 1 Some of 
the reasons are these. The House has already been told by the 
Honourable the Mover of this Resolution that the Board that was set up 
in 1924 estimated that even for the manufacture of locomotives 50 per 
cent, of the material must be imported. T will add for the information 
of the House that in the case of boilers 95 per cent, of the material must 
be imported. That is one reason for the higher cost that would result 
from manufacturing in India than elsewhere Another reason is this 
that no doubt it has been said that labour could be obtained from various 
railway workshops but to begin with, in the earlier years certainly till 
the industry became well established, the overhead charges would be 
very high. We would have to import, — I am not putting that forward 
as an objection but merely as an explanation of the high cost to begin 
with, — we would have to import a considerable number of highly skilled 
mechanics and engineers at covenanted rates for a certain number of 
years' in order to set up a boiler factory ; and all these considerations 
would certainly add to the cost But that alone really would not have 
altogether defeated the project. We come back to the main question as 
to the requirements that are likely to arise both with regard to locomo- 
tives as well as with regard to boilers, let us say, during the next 10 or 
15 years ; and here the difficulty is this. Reference has alread}^ been 
made, during the course of the debate, to the existing facilities at Ajmere, 
that at Ajmei*e a certain number of metre-gauge locomotives are being 
manufactured at the present moment, or rather perhaps I should use the 
expression are being assembled because the Ajmere workshops are 
mainly repair workshops and all that really happens is that the greater 
X)aTt of these locomotive parts have to be imported in a finished or semi- 
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lliiislied condition and Uie assembling takes place in the A^imere work- 
shops. It has been said that m 1934 the position of the Financial Com- 
missioner was that the Ajmere workshops were not doing too badly. 
They were just able to do this assembling at a cost which was not un- 
economic. Since then, I am perfectly certain llonoiirabie Ideinbers will 
be sorry to hear, conditions have sHil further worsened, and ownng to 
various factors the Agent of the B B.. and C, L Railway is anxiously 
considering the iiuestion wdielher as a part of the >systeni of his railway 
d. IS a commercial proposition to continue to run these Ajmci'e tvorksliops 
so fai* as they are concerned with the assembling of loconudives ; and 
one of the matters which causes him reluctance is, — and it xs a matter 
which requires anxious thought, — that it would throw out of work over 
a thousand Indian Avorkmen tvliich Avould be both uneconomic at the 
moment liatTiig* regard to possible claims for compensation and so on, 
and also would cause (considerable (‘coiioiuie didress in Ajmere where a 
lery large sec don of the population depend upon llnor obtaniiiig Avork 
in the railAvay Avorkshops 

Pandit Mlakantha Das: Aixi no skdh‘(l hihf)nr las den eloped in 
I he meantime so that Ave may utilise them ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrnllah Khan : This labour 
vhich Avould be tbroAvn out of work Avoiild be skilled laliour. 

Fsndit MlakanchT Das : Tfiep. Achy did tiie nbmoorai'li‘ Alemb-r say 
AAO Avould have to import foreign skilled labour .’ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafnillah Khan : I did not say 
skilled labour. I referred to inerdianies and eiurineers, not so much 
mechanics as engineers 

Noav, Sir, as 1 said, the difficulty Avas AAitl) regard to the demand 
and the contmuity of tlie demand. Here certain factors have already 
been alluded to, and iiiose factors, if I iniglil sum up are these. In the 
ill St place, a great deal has been done AAutli regard to the efficiency and 
the quickness of repairs effected in railway Avorkshops, AAdiich means that 
out of the locomotiA^es that are available, a much larger number can now 
be put on the running lines than it aa^s possible when repairs took a 
inacb longer time and AA^re not quite so efficient The second factor is 
that haAung regard to greater technical kiiOAAdedge, a great deal more 
AAork is being taken out of each locomotive than before Thai again 
reduces the number of locomotives that are required Thirdly, as 
Honourable Alembers are aAvare, — as a mattcn* of fact, one llonoiirabie 
Member made a comp)laint that it is not being pushed forward rapidly, — 
there has been on certain systems a ctn-Tain amount of electrification since 
lie question of setting up a manufactory of locomotiATs was taken into 
consideration That iias made available for use on ordinary lines a 
certain number of locomotiA^es that AA^ere then being used on lines which 
have since been electrified. So that the present position is that the 
Raihvays have at the present moment betAA'cen 400 and 500 surplus 
loeomotiA^es , in addition, experiments are beiim* tried on certain sections 
of the Xorth Westcum RailAvay Diesel engines, and those experi- 

Uieiits lead one to think that it AVOuld be very economical under certani 
--ondiiions to introduce Diesel engines in place of the ordinary steam 
engines. .... 
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Mr, S Satyamurli : And yon can go on importing them ! 

The Kononrable Sir STn’^ammad Zafnillah Khan : That brings me 
to the consideration which was put forward by the Honourable the 
Mover. He said : 

“ My Besolution does not confine you to set up a factoiy for the manufactuie 
of ordinal y steam locomo lives, my motion is that Government should consider the 
whole question and set up a w'orks which will be able to manufacture all types of 
locomotives that might be required, Diesel engines, electric engines or ordinary steam 
locomotives . . ' ^ 

Pandit IJLakjntha Pas : \Yhal about leclmical skill 

The HoPO’malTe Sir Miiha'dimad Zafrullah Khar* : By this time tiie 
House will realise 

Mr. S Satyaimirfci : Tliey can do nothing. 

The Hono'^urable Sir Muhammad ZafruIIali Khan : With regard to 
electrification, progress is being made in certain directions. It is possible, 
it IS even probable, that it will be pushed forward, especially as the hydro- 
electric resources of the country continue to be developed 

Mr M. Asaf All (Delhi General) . Electrification of what ? 

The Fonoiirahle Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Electrification of 
raiJvay lines. 

Mi\ S Satyamurti : By importing railway engines 

The honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Even with re- 
gard to Lxesel engines, we are in an experimental stage. And what is 
the charge that the Honourable Member brings against the Govern- 
ment ? Tiie charge is, why are you not in a position today to estimate 
exactly to what extent you will require electric locomotives, to what 
extent you wull require Diesel engines, and to what extent you will 
require steam locomotives, so that, on the basis of that, you can set up a 
sort of combined works for the manufacture of all these dilTerent kinds 
of locomotives I would, with due respect to the Honourable the Mover, 
submit that it is impossible, with the material that is at our disposal, with 
any reasonable certainty, to make any estimate of the different types of 
locomotives that would be required during the next ten years. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Therefore, do nothing. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : But one thing 
is certain, and that is that the requirements with regard to steam loco- 
motives will be considerably less than what even the Railway Board had 
been led to imagine a fe’sv years ago. My learned friend interjected by 
saying, because you cannot estimate these requirements therefore do 
nothing. I hope I have given sufficient material to the House, even 
though I have ^ given it in outline, to show that the question is’ being 
constantly studied 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : God help us ’ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : And as soon as 
Goveriinieiit are in a position to be able to make a fairly definite 
estimate, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Wait till the Greek kalends 1 
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The Honourable Sir Miiliaiiiriiad Zafiullala Khan:... .they will 
be able to arrive at some definite conclusion with regard to tins matter. 

Mr. S Satyamiirti : You will never make up your mind. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : There is one 
as})ect of the matter to which my Honourable Colleague, the Finance 
i^tember has already made reference, and to which I must also draw 
particular attention ... . 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Of course 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrul-^b Klrnn : And A is tli s 
This Resolution requires Government to equip their railway workshops 
with necessary additional plant and machinery to ensure 
raaniifaetiire of all locomotive requirements Now, Sir, the Railways, 
subject to the principle to vchicli I have already given expres>sion with 
regard to the purchase of stores, are not in charge, as a department, of 
the economics of the country What 1 mean is, Railwa 3 "s are being run 
on commercial principles, and surely it is not right for Honourable 
Members to expect that if the Railway" Department as a department on 
such material as is available to them have come to the conclusion that it 
would not be an economic proposition to set up these works which, as I 
have said, on a very modest scale, and even then depending upon foreign 
material, must cost at least, to begin with, 80 lakhs the}" should undertake 
this project ; unless the Railways are certain that there would be an 
adequate and commensurate return, within a certain number of years 
upon their capital ouda.v, it is no use starting a works of this nature. As 
1 have said, the Railwaj^'s are not charged as a department with pro- 
viding -work for the unemployed, nor are they charged as a department 
for eanying out experiments in which without regard to cost, as has 
been urged b}" some Honourable Members, Government should try to 
help either the iinemplo^md of this countxy or the industries of this 
eoimtry 

Mr S. Satyamurti : Whose business is it ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It js the bus ness 
of the Government, and wherever that is possible. Government is doing it. 
As I have said, subject to this principle that ultimate!}" the project should 
be a coraniereial project }"ielding a certain percentage of revenue, the 
Railways w^ould be willing 

Mr. S Satyamurti : They are not paying now Ihey are insolvents, 
why not wind up your department ^ 

The Honcurable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Another subject 
1c which I must draw the attention of Honourable Members is tliis^ that 
in a short time, — T cannot define it more precisely, — ^biit I think during 
the course of the next two or three years the Railways will be placed 
under the management of a Federal Railway Authority 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : That will be the funeral of the Railways. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : And it is the 

efuicern of the Government to hand over the railway system of India to 
the Federal Railway Authority in a condition not too much hampered or 
burdened by experiments of the kind that have been suggested on the 
floor of the House this afternoon 
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Dr. Ehagavan Das (Cities of the United Proviiiees : Non-Miiliam- 
madan Urban) : On a point of information, Sir. The Honourable 
Member will please pardon my ignorance. I understood him lo say ihat, 
in order to make the existing workshops useful, 80 lakhs more would 
have to be spent, I would like to know if the eight crores^ that have 
already been spent, are serving any useful purpose now. How In that 
plant being utilised ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : I did not say that. 
I am sorry I have been misunderstood. I did not say that, in order lO 
convert the Tatanagar Workshops, 80 lakhs of rupees would be reqiiiied. 
I thought I had made it clear, that the Board had come to the conclusion 
that It would be very expensive and entirely uneconomic to convert the 
Tatanagar Workshops, but that a new workshop for the purpose of 
manufacturing locomotives would cost 80 lakhs. That is my reply to tiie 
first part of the question put by my friend. With regard to the second 
part, the eight crores spent on the pi’esent workshops is serving the 
purpose for which it has been spent. The workshops were set up for 
certain definite purposes, and those purposes are being fulfilled. The 
object of this Resolution is that steps should be taken to equip the State 
Railway Workshops with necessary additional plant and machinery, 
and I have given estimates which the Board have been able to prepare 
for that definite puriiose. 

I shall not attempt to answer at this stage the charges that have 
been levelled freely during the course of this debate at the motives of 
Government as well as individual Members thereof. I was extremely 
Sony to hear that the view of the opposite side is that Members of 
Government on this side, whether Indian or English, were dishonest tools 
of Whitehall. Sir, having come to the conclusion on such material as 
has been available, that the setting up of any such works would be not 
only uneconomical, but, in the present condition of demand for locomo- 
tives, -would probably lead to the works having to be abandoned altogether 
within a certain number of years, I would certainly be dishonest in the 
discharge of my duty if merely for the sake of propitiating certain views 
I gave my support to any proposal which was likety to place the Railw^ays 
in an unenviable position. That is my position with regard to this 
Resolution. ( Applause. ) 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : You oppose it ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : Yes. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : T am not much surprised at the 
turn that the debate has taken excepting for the very unfortunate heat 
that has been imported into this debate by the Honourable the Finance 
Member. The only contribution of the Honourable the Finance Member 
to the Indian public and the Government of India seems to be to butt in 
in any motion, whether it concerns his department or not, and have a 
fling at his pet aversion, the Indian industries. T dare say tha+ in the 
speeches which he has delivered in public and in the Assembly there has 
not been a single occasion on which he did not throw a fling or two at the 
Indian industries and the necessity for the encouragement of those indus- 
tries. But r have no (jiiarrel with the view that lie has taken We all 
know where lie stands and we are determined to fight his view. But 
apart from that, he has charged me with having made mis-statements. 
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From tile manner in wincli lie lias charged me, but for pariiaiiientarj 
etiquette, he would have merely stated that I was lying. I desire to 
return that compliment to the Honourable the Finance Member by read- 
ing from the corrected version of the proceedings of tiie Legislative 
Assembly of the year 1927. Mr. K C. Neogy, speaking on the general 
discussion of the Itailway Budget, made these following stalemeiiis. I 
know the Honourable the Finance Member is m a hurry to say that 
Mr. Neogy is not the Hansard of Parliament. I shall come to that later. 
This LS what Mr. Neogy said 

Mi*. B. Das : Mr. Neogy is an authority on railways. 

Wir. feJami Vencatachelain Uaetty : 

‘‘ ■\\iiiiii bii OLaiies iiiiieb luok liuuge ui* tiub puii/ioLo, auu tlie liiht 

wiacii jue luaae lo jjui tiie haiasajb on a jjiopoi bubJb wna to get tiub liouye — laniei 
tLe jji’eaecebHui oi Llii* ±iou*c. — to agieo to a jjiogiamtiie oi leliabiulatioii lO tuo 
extent oi loO eiuieb ol ui|jeete That was in loiilc. That was toiluwed by a legislative 
lueasuie {toitn ivliwh the Uonoiitabic the Ifmaaec Mtmbe, ii> faMHuir) ^ii 

the House of Oomiiions, the East India Loans liill, and we lind that, while this Bill 
was under discussion, aLo on pievious occasions, the Membeis oi the Hoiinc of 
Commons brought a good deal of piessuie to bei r on the (iovernnient, and askeh 
them to see their wu} to expedite the lailwa;) programme in Iiidm The} said, ‘ Mere 
is the repoit of the Aewoith Committee lecommeiidmg expansion of the Ihulwa)b . 
■what are you doing There n anemiiioyment m Ihis land (refeiruig lo England) ’ 
Members of Parliament pressed the Government of India to give elfeci to the polii-y 
of expansion of the UaiU'.a>a a*' les- jmmeiioe<i ]>y the Acwor<-h (‘ommitiee. One 
Honourable Mem])er of the House of Commons put it like this. ^ Employment might, 
then be found for the ]>eopIp there (that to sail Incha) and that employment might 
again percolate in this country tiuough the siipplv to India of engines and other 
things they are in need of T ’ ' 

Mr. Neogy then went on : 

“ Sir, it is impossible for anv one to go through the pioceedings of the House 
of Commons in those days and not to be struck by the insistence with which this 
question was brought up time after time One Member, wdiose ire was roused by the 
fact (I dare say must have been the eomte'i part of the honourable the Finance 
Member) that some small contract had been placed in Germany, raised a hue and 
cry, and suggested that the East India Loans Act itself should be amended in order 
to make this impossible in future Sir, in April, 1922, we find no less a person than 
the Under Secretary of State for India making this statement : 

* To those of my Honourable Friends — 

Tbe statement which I am reading is the statement of the Under 
Secretary of State for India which I have read out in the speech in which 
I moved this Resolution, and which was considered to be a mis-statement 
of fact. . . . 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : May 1 rise to a personal ex- 
planation 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : T shall not yield. He has refused 
when T wanted to rise. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : But on a personal explanation 
I did give way. 

Mr, Sami ¥encatachelarm Ohetty : Very well. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : T nt^v<n* accused th^' Hrfu nr- 
able "Member of any mis-statement of Uie (}no1ation "What T did 
accuse hiw of — and T would do the sanio in the case of Mr Ne^<zy — was 

L173LAD 0 
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tiie cirawiBg' of v roiig mfereiicos from tiie qiiesLioii about lacts Wiiicii I 
was in a imsition to know and tliey were not 

Mr. Sami Vencataclielam Oketi-y : L did anticipate that the ilonour- 
abie Member would not consider i\Ir. Neogy accurate enough, and, ihere- 
fore, 1 am going to quote Sir Ciuiries iimes's admission tiiax Mr humgy 
Av'ES right in saying that I'lien it is needless for me to read the 'sUiie- 
ment of the Under Secretary of State for India. With regard to ^ tiie 
point that Mr. Neogy may be inaccui*ate, I may read to you this which 
by implication admits that Mr Neogy’s statement is correct. These 
are the words of Sir Charles Innes . 

And let me tell Mr. Neogy, since lie has been leading the House of Commons 
debates to the House, that I myself was taxed at the Imperial Economic Goii- 
I'ereiice ” 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is not inconsistent ssnlh 
what I said. 

Mr Sami Vencatachelam Ghetty : Then there is no difference of 
( opinion happily. (Laughter. ) 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : If the Honourable Member wants 
me to repeat vdiai T said, it wa>s that the whole discussion in the 
English House of Commons and at the Impenai Economic Conference — 
^ was actually present at the meeting at which Sir Charles Innes wUvS 
tackled — was the qiiestion whether, if they had got orders to place in 
Europe they should place them in England in preference to the con- 
linent. That is what I said, and the insinuation of the Honourable 
Member was that the pressure put upon Sir Charles bines was to place 
orders in England rather than in India. That is not so. 

Mr. Sami Vencataclielam Obetty : There is no insinuation. There 
IS an open claim made in the Parliament that the East India Loans Act 
must be amended m order to place orders 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : It was not accepted. 

Mr. Sami ¥ encatachelam Ghetty : It might not have been accepted, 
hut that shows the way the -vrind was blowing. When the Under 
Secretary of Stale said, T am thoroughly alive to the issue and appre- 
ciate the claims made by Honourable Members on account of their con- 
stituents does the Honourable the Finance Member mean that he is 
greater than the Under Secretary of State ! I do not believe it. I 
have been charged with stirring up bad blood. If anything is far dis- 
tant froin my idea and object it is this. It is exactly to avoid stirring 
up bad blood by killing indigenous industries and encouraging foreign 
industries that we vaiit this Resolution to be carried. It is the con- 
sistent, insistent and persistent speech of the Honourable the Finance 
Member, always discouraging the encouragement of Indian industries 
and also interfering in the poiTfolios of other Government Members and 
pre- judging the case, that is stirring up bad blood unnecessarily. 

Coming to the Honourable the Commerce Member, I have not much 
quarrel with him. He is a new gentleman 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullali Khan : T have ahvays 
been a gentleman. 
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Mr. Sami ¥encatachelam Ghetty : T never meant it. 1 only meant 
that lie is a new Member of fins House. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Safiullah Khan : Not that either. 
1 have b.een a Member before 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty : As a new Member of Government, 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 2afrullah Khan : I am not even a 
new Member of Government. I was a Member three years ago. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : I am very inaccurate in these 
small and minor matters. However, it does not matter. But I do not 
quarrel with him so far as he lias represented the Government ease. But 
the whole trouble is tins In 1921 Lhe Government made a promise that 
they would equip their railway workshops 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No, That was 
never said. All that was said was tiiat tenders for the purchase of 
locomotHes would be placed m India. They did not say that they would 
equip their workshops 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty : For what purpose ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : They thought 
that the Peninsular Locomotive Company was going to manufacture 
locomotives in India. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Glietty : I'hervfore, they nilende<i at one 
time to encourage the manaraciiire of iocomolives in tins country. So 
their policy must have been to go along with that policy until they found 
that it was thoroughly uiieconoiujcal by actually putting into practice 
the policy which they have ])rofessed, but they do nothing ol the sort. 
In 1921 they issued a eommuni(|ue At every budget discussion the 
matter is being raised by one Honourable Member or other on this side 
of the House and every time the Kailway Board used to promise that 
the matter is being looked into Is that an honest way of dealing with 
things. If they were really convinced that it was thoroughly unecono- 
mical and that it was not in the interests either of the Railways or of 
Indian labour and Indian prosperity, it was quite open to them to say 
so and make it clear that it is impossible to carry out the policy which 
they at one time thought feasible They did not do so from 1921 to 
1931 They kept quiet. In 1934 again a hue and cry is raised against 
the policy of the Government and the Commerce Member said on that 
occasion that be was examining the subject and that his conclnsion 
would be published within a few months. By that time I dare say the 
Honourable the Commerce Member knew the reply that he would have 
had to give on account of other considerations, nameljq to stop the 
policy of manufacture of locomotives and engines but he did not say 
so. Even in the Railway Finance Standing Committee we were told 
that the matter is being examined and it is now stated that it is prac- 
tically impossible to do so. Well, Sir, we are not willing to take that 
statement merely because the Government has said so. Let us have 
the opportunities of examining the data upon which they have come to 
this conclusion. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : You are welcome 

to do so 

L173IiAB 
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Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Clietty : U-ive us this opportunity and if 
you had given us this opportunity before Ihis motion was tabled and 
convinced us that the case of 1i»e GovcTiiineiit was soiuid, we wodkl not 
have tabled this motion. But you keep everything in the dark. At 
least you arc afraid to publish these things, lest tliey shoidd be 
critically examined and the case of the Government exposed. Now, 
Sir, I do not wmiit to ’vveary edhc'' tiie Itoiioiirable the k,oiiimLiee 
Member or this House by quoting examples of countries, having a smaiier 
demand for locomotives, having thc-i o^n workshops. The Honoiu'aiih^ 
the Commerce Member mmseif must be apprised ol that liiformation 
to how other countries are getting their supplies fiiliilled. Is it suggest- 
ed that India alone snoiJd be the coiiniry \vhieli shoitLI depend upon 
foreign suppLes, wln-u every oilier coiiniry, whatever ds reqiilremeiiA. 
can have its own worksliops. if so, it is only a credulous public that 
can accept tins statement, without critically examining tlie basis upon 
which it is made. The Iloiiourable the Finance Member, I am afrauh 
has attempted to kill two birds with ore stone. He not only pr» jiiuie<^d 
the ease for the railway workshops being equipped for the eonstriictimi 
of locomotive engines but also referred to Indian rndustries generally. 
He has laid down a policy today, that he is not going to accept any pro- 
position for taking up and encouraging any industry wdiieli will noL 
produce articles at a price which can compel e with miporled articles, 
I suppose that wre wdiat he said That ip the iiropositi‘'^n wliieh he 
should bring forward wdien a suitable opportunity arises and Ihen it 
will be time enough for us to discuss that in detail. It ivill be oniust 
on the part of the Honourable the Finance Member to give expression 
to sueh ipse d^xHs, knowdnsr as he does the vieivs of this Assembly and 
I hope that this Assembly will lake an early opportunity to contradict 
the ipse dixits of the Honourable the Finance Member. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) . The question 
is : 

“ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Oonneil that 
immediate steps be taken to equip State Railway Workshops with necessary additional 
plant and machinery to ensure manufacture of all locomotive requirements within the 
Railway Workshops.^' 

The Assembly divided : 


AYES-— Cd. 


Aaron, Mr. Samuel. 

Abdul Matin Ohaudhury, Mr. 
Abdullah, Mr H. M. 

Asaf Ali, Mr. M. 

Ayyangar, Mr. M. Anantliasayaiiam. 
Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

Bajoria, Babu Bai,inath. 

Banerjea, Br. P. N. 

Baqui, Mr. M. A. 

Bardaloi, Srijut N. C. 

Bhagavan Bas, Br. 

Ghattopadhyaya, Mr, Aniarendra Kath. 
Ohettiar. Mr. T. S. AvinashUiniraiiu 
Chotty, Mr. Sann VenentadieJani. 
Ohunder, Mr. N. C 
Das, Mr. B. 

Bas, Pandit Nilakaniha. 

Batta, JMr. AkMl Chandra. 


Besai, Mr. Bhulabhai J. 

Beshmukh, Br. G. V. 

Essak Sait, Mr. H. A. Sathar H 
Pazl-i-Haq Piracha, Khan Sahib Shaikh 
Gadgil, Mr. K. V. 

Gauba, Mr K. L. 

Ghulam Bhik Nairang, Syed 
Giri, Mr. V. V. 

Govind Bas, Seth 

Gupta, Mr. Ghanshiam Bingh„ 

Hosmani, Mr S K. 

Jodha, Mr. K. M. 

Jogeiidra Singh, Sirdai. 

Joshi, Mr. K. M. 

Khan Sahib, Br 
Khare, Br K. B. 

Lalchand Kavalrai, Mr. 

Maiira, Pandit Lakshmi Kanta. 
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Malaviya, Pandit Krishna Kant. 
Alangal Singh, Sardar. 

Mudaliar, Mr. C. N. Muthuranga. 
Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, (Jazi. 
Muhammad Nauman, Mr. 

Alurtuza Sahib Bahadur, Maulvi Syed. 
Nageswara Rao, Mr. K. 

Pant, Pandit Govind Bailabh. 

Parma Nand, Bhai. 

Raghubir Narayaa Singh, Ghoudhri. 
Bajan, Dr. T. S. S. 

Baja, Air. P. S. Kumaraswauii. 
lianga, Prof. N. G. 

Suksena, Mr. Mohan Lai. 

Sa7ii Singh, Sardai-. 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Aiian. 
Acheron, Mr. J. G. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, iMajor Nawab. 
Ayyar, Dlwan Ba,ha<liir B. V. Krishna. 
Ayj^ar, Bao Bahadur A. A. Venkatarama, 
Ba.ipai, Sir Girja Shankar. 

Bhat, Mr. Madhusudaii Bamodur. 
Blackwell, Mr. d. H. 

Bower, Air. E. H. M. 

Chapman-Alortimer, Air. T. 

Chatarji, Air. d. AI. 

Clow, Air. A. G. 

C'raik, Tin llouonrable Sir llenr>. 
Dalai, Lr. B. D. 

Desni, Air. S. P. 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. 

Gajapatiraj, Alaharaj Kumar Vijaya 
Ananda. 

Ghuznavi, Sir .\btlul Halim. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Griffiths, Air. P. J. 

Grigg, The Honourable Sir Janies. 
Hands, Mr. A. S. 

Ilockenhull, Afr. F. W. 

James, Air, P, E. 

Tlie motion was adopted. 

At this . fdr. N. M. Joshi 

tion. 


Satyamurti, Mr. S. 

Sham Lai, Mr. 

Shaukat Ali, Alaulana. 

Sheodass Daga., Seth. 

Biddique AH Khan, Khan Sahib Nawab. 
Singh, Mr. Bam N arayan. 

Sinna, Air. Anugrah Narayaii. 

Siiiaa, Air. Satya Narayun. 

Sinha, Air. Shri Krishna. 

S'om, Air. Suryya Kumar. 

Sx’i Prakasa, lur. 

Umar AJy Shah, Air. 

Varina, Air. B. B. 

Vissanji, Mr. Malhuradas, 

-45. 

Lai Chand, Captain Rao Bahadur 
Cha.udiiri, 

Leaeii, Air. F. B. 

Lee, Mr. L*. J. N. 

Lister, Air. T. 

Llo'd, Air. A. 11. 

MacLaehlan, Air. D. 

Alilligaii, Ah*. J. A. 

Aliteheil, The Honourable Air, D. G. 
Alorgan, Air. G. 

Axukherjee, Rai Bahadur Sir Satya 
Ghar.'in. 

0»ven, xUr. L. 

Rajah, Bao Bahailur AI. C. 

Rau, Mr. P. R. 

Row, Air. K. Saiijiva. 

S.'-jruia,, Mr. B. S. 

Scott, Mr. d. Raiiisay. 

Slier Aluhammud Khan, Captain Sardar. 
Singh. Air, Pradyumna Prashad. 

Sircar, The Honourable Sir Nripeudra. 
Tottenham, Mr. G. R. P. 

Zafrullah Khan, The Honourable Sir 
Aluhammad. 


rose to feet to iiioA'e IrA Resohi- 


Mr. Preeidein; ( The HVaioiirabJe Aiulnv ■Rahim) : Order, ordexh 
Tiie oai ucA allov' ^pore Hesojotions to be movecl today, as 

tliere is no thee left. Dr. Klnin Salrb. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Bombing op Women and Children in the Trans-Frontier Villages 
BY THE Indian Army (Air PopvCe). 

Dr. Khan Sahib (North -Wad Province : Cm‘Uovu\) : Sir, 

4 F.M. I move : 

“ That the House do now adjourn. 

Sir. I am proiiijr to simnk oti this motion and to lay before the House 
all the facts v.-hieli are in my possession. It is for the House to condemn 
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or justify the aeijoii of th ^ su-calLul civilized Doveruiiieiil. As inr 
in^seli, 1 am. coiiMiieei tiuu tdc wiioie system is iimnurai. h iS oaseu 
on ciiserimiuatiou and expioiiabon wiiicn kads to imli^imtioii and lu- 
timately brings about its own dtsiriicTion ] am sure tiuu Uie ireaLiiiiii. 
wiiicii tins (ioverumeut are meting out to the Frontmr tribcsiiieii today 
IS eiioiigii to brnig aboin its end in the vtrj» near fuiure To say that 
1 can lay before the Douse liie exact niiiubcr oi vmneii and eiuidreii 
killed, biiifaloes, cu-.vs and goals desiroyod, noiises of ii-e poor I'arluU'S 
(and b} house you should midcrsidua the lUad hut iu wine'* ihe; me- 
destroyed^ u ill bo nu: true ami 1 \vi‘l be iToii! iito coir^'e L. e 

and viii be adoiduig ilie nmlhovLS of a labe p»‘opagan usl wineu m hot 
my creed B:i% on the 19th ol August, ihe thMulrb valley, 

aeroplanes began bombing the hoiists of the j nnifi-r rontnn* t iTijesiiien. 
As for giving th. m notice, "^lic f.rst e vr«ecb i save |#er‘*‘Oii-dhy xU the 
Peshavrar press was published on the ‘imid or Tiojusi \k ii h m agaui 
and again Oovenunent etc daring m their lommuniques that they warn 
the pecpl^^ to get out of Ihnr houses, bur I < 0 *' as-mre you timt ** lirsl 
warning they get .s the liis bom’n v.'li*eh n* 'T 

aeroplanes. W liat I say is an absolute fact As soon a^* rids v. ar'-iiig is 
dropped on tlicm which may cost them some lives, some of tlieiii do dear 
out of tiieir houses, but others slay, and this will be appreciated by (hose 
w^ho know the Pahhan rientality, they hale 1o leave thcii h uises, 
because all that they possess is round cdioul Iheir m Ihen* iioim and 
they would rather Lke to be buried in them than leave ti ei i So tliey 
remain in their houses, and this barbarous action of the Government does 
nol frighten them. They prefer death m thc^r ocvii hiuises like brave 
people, and let me ask you can Ihe^^. go ^ E^miuooe has ]o>t got 

even a mud hut there. Anyhow, tluw Ik. go: face the clc^tr•lcTum 

and ivby shcmlcl they not face it in 'heir o i, lu.iises, Fn t]» s connection, 
let me tell you that when the Gnumm coi.nrnue^’ v ore flyaig over 
Loudon and though tne;^ Imd given ' asr.a'M! c tliai llo'y wd' never 
bomb die civil population, an awful panic ivrs caused aiiioug the neople 
there, end os they rushed oui foe s* fety, I r, n'^eiih ‘i* tlia. o'* on « < ' ni'-nen 
at the Liverpool uiicloj'CTonnd nibe statV^n nrno neo,.!-^ va *c - ed to 
death. So, you could auag’jiie ^lie feeboT of the neopie in ! wlieii 
bombs are dropped when Ihe mere apoeainuiee of -cioplau.'s over 
London creales such panic Pooipgh Ihen* ardi-aweeafl gnus were firing 
for their defence. Also there were some aeroplanes in London wdiich 
went up to figdit for then* defence. But avIihI is the case here ^ They have 
no anti-aircraD guns and you can drop bombs on them without any fear 
and -without taking much risk. Besides, the aeroplanes fly so high that 
they cannot be hit and are out lof tlie range of the ordinary rifle 1 will 
tell you how mcliseriminatcly thej^ drop bombs. They dropped oiw' bomb 
on a Qafia beyond Mattai, which is not very far from this scene of action 
and had damaged many people. In one case tliey cliopped a bomb on one 
of their own informers who was killed and you vill never knovc anything 
about that man because his life was only worth eight annas. The only 
thing lhat some people might Imow will be that his dependants -will be 
condemned both by the G-Civernment and the people of that part. Then, 
there is another thing I would like to tell yon On tlie 26tli of August 
they dropped a bomb at a place wiiich is very close to a piece of my land. 
Luckily the bomb dropped into a muddy ground ^ancl did not do any 
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damage. So, you can see liow this bombing is going on. All these aero- 
planes pass over my village when they go for bombing purposes and 
I know how many of them, go at night and how many during the 
Now, Sir, I Avant to bring to the notice of the House the real facts why 
these conditions are created. I will just read out to the House a. coiii- 
munique of the Government and then I will explain it because it is very 
deceptive. The communique reads thus : 

“ About 21st July a lasiikar of Upper Mohmands under Ghulam Nabi, sou o- 
the late Chakuaur Mufiali, crossed the border into Gandab and attacked ihe Haiiuir 
Molimaiids. The latter assisted by detachments from the Musa Kliei and Tarakzais 
succeeded after heavy fighting in driving the hostile lashkar across the border iiiflleti’-ii; 
casualties which are" reported to have numbered about 20. Gandab is now clear or* 
hoslile lashkar s and the situation is at, present quiet. It is unlikely however th-u 
Ghulam Nabi will accept this defeat and further attacks on the Halimzais are fearrfb 
It has therefore been decided to send a column into the Gandab valley to assist the 
Halimzais and in connecrion Vvith this move to construct a track fit to carry M. T, 
from administered territory into Gandab. There, is no intention of keeping troop 
permanently in the Gandab valley and they will he ■withdrawn as soon as condition 
return to normal. It is hoped Miat its presence vfill have the c'^reet of deterring tlr* 
upper Mohmands from further ineurcions into Gandab and will also have a steady!. ig 
efiect on the tribesmen in Eajaur where Government have demanded the surrender 
thrcc agitators v,ho i’ave reeenth' been attempting to disturb the peace of t :e 
country. * ^ 

NoA\h Sir, si] tnese bribes pre not in the Brit’'sh territory. WhCii 
they "r.rrvo Ironbie nmoiigRt whft riglit the Government haw) 

to interfere AA-ith them. There is a man avIio Avas unkiioAvri. He is a 
Halirnzai. The GoA^ernment took him into their hands and gave Mm 
moneAn They made him a big Malik and proAuded him with seiwice rides 
and encouraged him to iight the tribesmen. I hope the Foreign Secre- 
tary Avho comes from Peshawar knows the man. Altliougli in all pro- 
bability he will not like to mention liis name. I think he Avih realise in 
his own heart that Avhat I am saying is true. Sir, this road Avas made. 
What for f Did these peoxde go and attack British territory ? That, you 
are not told. Why all this false propaganda of the trilies disturbing 
the British area ? They iieAxr do so. In every case of disturbance, it is 
the Government that take the fost step. The Government destroy their 
homes, they interfere Avith their internal affairs. Sir, suppose a maai goes 
into your house and takes away some things from Anotur house. If you 
have got any power to kick him out, do you think you Avill keep quiet ? 
Tliat is the Avhole ouestion. The point is that Government are ahvays 
making inroads into their territory without any provocation on the 
part of the tribes. The Government provoke these tribesmen and then 
they <^reate trouble. There is aiiotlier point which I have already referred 
to and which you sliould rm»''eTtiber, that H fhat the interpreters betAveen 
these trib()smen and the British Government are corrupt. (Hear, hear.) 
It is these interpreters that create the trouble for economic purposes. 
They want to make money by creating this mischief. I may tell you, 
Sir, tha^ every Political Officer knows this, but he has not the courage 
to confess this. (Shame, shame.) I suppose his political position does 
not alloAV him to tell the truth. Sir, I know personally some of these 
Assistarri Political Officers who make money on these occasions. I may 
tell you that some of the British officers are afr^nd of these Political 
Agents. 

Now, Sir, coining to the road that was miaide, may I ask, Sir, what 
Avas the idea in making a road ? The people on the Frontier are le^t 
to AA’oncler Avhat is the idea of the British in making these roads. The 
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people on Ike Frontier tiiink that the British are going to extend this 
road to yawayai and froiii there htraigiit off to Khar, Munda and Ba/wa 
eojinecliiig it with Chahdarv, Chdral road. It is for that purpose that 
the Governiiient are (rcating this situation If so, Mliy not he straight- 
fanwrd and srrr so, why make tiie poor people light ftr nothing, \\liy 
not luiY^ an hmesi person es :u: Agent a«ul why iiol hav* on iioinst 
nndersLaxjuxiiy ! 


inc oiiuie wi.i i*j«*rcai ^Bcmer id tiic iloiise) . J rise 

(o a point of order. The adjoin iiinenl motion reters to a speei!ie mailer, 
1hal IS to diseiiss the niaiter of liie bombing of women and ciiiidren on 
the ^ Fiontier, But the lIonoiirabLe iieniber now seeks to discuss tlie 
'ehole policy of Govermneiit in the Fromier. 


Bfir PTeF-ident (The Honourable Sir Abdu)* Rahim j : The Chair 
understands iiie ilmiourahie Meiiiber does not want to* go into tlie guierai 
Frontier policy and tliat he was saying that this bombing has taken place 
in pursiiauee of a certain plan of the GoYeriinieiil. 

ni jwnrzi: brrij : : c'n y -og imo nu tvlioh- adru' v: th a vlevv lo 
giving the House the correct information as to how this boinhiiig iS 
brought about (Hear, hear ) I want tot tell the House as to what is at 
the bottom of Ibis tvhole aifair, as to wdiat is tlie real cause ot all this 
trouble. I suhniit, Sir, that unless you know the real cause, you cannot 
pass judgment on llio tliect, I nlcM ire i j cause ;s kjmim, ilie House 
cannot decide whether the action of the Goi^ernment is right or wrong. 

Mr President (Jlie Honourabb Sir Abdur Rahuii) • The Honour- 
able MeuiLHU’ has only one minute more left The time limit is fixed at 
15 minutes. 


Dr. Khan Sahib : I have got much to say, and I hope you will give 
me u drw juuuivs m'>rc. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Iloncmr- 
ahie Member must finrsli wdliin Ins time iluiii. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Then, Sir, I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion moved : 

That the Hoii'^e do "now adjourn^’ 

Mr. G. E. F. Tottenham (Army Secretary) : Sir, in dealing with this 
motion on helialf of the military authorities, I may say at once that, if the 
Royal^ Air Force were bombing innocent women and children on the 
Free tier, boil* [hey, lhal is the Royal Air Force, and I would agree with 
Ihe Honourable Member wiio seeks to condemn that action. But, S>r, the 
Royal Air Force do not bomb women and children on the Frontier. 
Incident ally I may point out — and the Honourable Member should have 
knowm it himself—that they arc not at present engaged in bombing trans- 
Fronticr tribes Their ^ action is being taken against certain definite 
hostile sections of the tribes in that area w^hich lies between the adminis- 
tered border of the North-West Frontier Province and the Durand line, 
which is the Frontier of India, and not beyond the Fiontier of India. 
Now, Sir, i1 is not f ( r me, even if I ]nd the time, to describe the situation 
that has led ”\p [o t]^e present operaRous or to defend the policy of Gov- 
erniurp'^ ri rrdwiner the‘’r« That an ^'^pect of the case which 

can be dialt with more fitly and far better by my Konouj'aule fmeiid, the 
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Foreign Secretary, who I hope will speak later. I am only concerned with 
the action taken by the defence forces, that is to say, in this particular 
case by the Royal Air Force, in implementing the policy of the Govern- 
ment of India ; and I must confine myself strictly to that topic. Now, 
Sir, it is sufficient in order to explain that action to say that certain defi- 
nite and repeated acts of aggression have wantonly been perpetrated 
against the Gandab road, in the louver Mohmand area, in defiance of the 
cgTee-^ricn: svliich was made with the tribes when that road was built just 
tv\o ,^ears ago ; and Governnient h'lvs decided that military operations 
are necessaiy in order to disperse those lashkars, to protect the road and 
to restore hav and order. I must ask the House to take it from. me that 
HO Government could tolerate the existence of such a state of afi'airs Vvdth- 
oiit taking some action of some kind. Well, Sir, that decision having been 
taken, the question was whaL action should be taken. We now" have at our 
disposal both the Army and the Royal Air Force. There are Honourable 
Members opposite wlk") have urged us from thre to time to increase the 
strength of our Air Force. 

An Honom'able Member : But not to murder people. 

IHr. G. E. F. Tottenham : They would, therefore, probably agree that 
we are fully justified in using that Air Force, provided that we do so in 
the proper iijarmer. Now^, Sir, the great advantage that the tribesmen 
have always possessed in the past in the iUouiiLainous and remote regions 
that they inhabit is the advantage of hiaecessibility ; and the great 
advantage chat the air arm has given to us is that it ejiabies us lo anni- 
hilate distance and so to bring it lioine lo the tribes that their inaccessibi- 
lity is, or is becoming, a thing of the .oast. In suitable eireunistances and 
with proper preeaiilions and safeguaids, the Air Force can be of inesti- 
miable value. It can save time, it can save money and it can be more 
humane in that it causes a smaller number of casualties both amongst our 
own troD]3s and amongst the enemy. Let ns now, tlierefore, consider the 
conditions in which the Air Force is always used and in which it is being 
used on the present occasion. I liave ex.plained these general principles 
before, in a debate which took place exactly two years ago today, about 
the bombing of a village known as Kotkai, but I think the explanation 
can stand repetition. Well, Sir, in the first place the Air Force can be, 
and is often, used for tlie dispersal of hostile bodies in the field. The 
nature of the country, it is true, makes it comparatively easy for these 
hostile bodies to take cover, but stiii effective action can be, and often is, 
taken against them from the air ; and, as far as I know, no objection has 
ever been raised to such action. In the second place, air action can be 
taken to carry the war into the enemy’s country and to bomb the areas 
from which these lashkars have come. But, Sir, if ever, in the process of 
these operations, a village has to be bombed, it is an invariable practice to 
give at least 24 hours’ notice. These notices are dropped in the village 
itself from the aeroplane and no bombing takes place until at least 24 
hours after the notice has been dropped. There is thus ample time to 
remove women and children and valuable property from the village, and 
in practice, we know that the village is generally completely evacuated 
before the bombing takes place. In the third place. Sir. when it is a 
question of bomhi^ areas leather than of bombing hostile bodies actually 
in the field, there is no such thing as indiscriminate bombing to vrhich the 
Honourable Member opposite referred. 
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Dr. Bhagavan Das (Cities of the riiiteil Pru^'mees ; Xoii-MiJiam- 
siiadan Urban) : Sir, on a ])omi oi infuriiiatKoi, iiiay I a4i wh\, after a 
Tillage has thus been eoin]»ieti‘h e\aeuaunn it Khoiihl be neee'^^ar} to dro|) 
bombs on it ? 

Kr. G, E^. F. Tottenliain : If the ilonuurable will kindly let 

tiie proceed ’vvirli luy speet h. 1 to!] eirlivaMinr to explain that. I v as 

saying tlial \Yhpii y is a ten of dropping* liombs on an are i rallnr 

than of bombing* of hostde bodies in the fkdd there ‘S no siieli thing as 
imu‘*eUunnate beuiOnig rXer;v a'‘**Mpla’ie und :ro ' wo for the pnrpo-^e 
of Irjmbirig jp -fia e is jeMvlih^p v/t'h a map on nhem the t*tr‘ret 

to ]:e aimed at 's marked ei-p.ay .nd a photoo'inph is "aken of every bomb 

that is droppei* fir boat jrarpo-e tu ordee pj see whether that target was 
hii or not. Xnd that, Sir. provides a very effective cheek against indis- 
erimiiiaie bombing. Lo'-tly — ‘unl ] vrib now iiieel the Honourable Sleca- 
berfs point — ii is by no means always noeessaiy or desirable to bomb or 
deslioy hnnc,-^ ,o\en in a vdlage that has been eompletely evaenaied. A 
bomb or P ‘ '0 may b‘r dropped, iii toe vwdnily of 1be sddac'e merely io v^am 
niliabnains !hoi li n stiii imsatV frr Pjcju to return to Iheir habjt-nions 
and so in course of time, sofoetiiues onieTL and sometimes not so qn clny. 
the discomfort caused and eeonc^nic pressure does erentiially induce sur- 
render withuiit any serious loss of life. Note, Sir, if that form of vmrfare 
can ])e eifeetive. — I do not claim that it can be always effective in ad 
cireinii^‘tance'>r, or that it is always suitable. — but if in certain eirciimstancos 
that form of warfare can be effective, then I do maiaiaiii that no one can 
criticise it on the ground of its being inhumane Any form of warfare 
which seeiu'es the objeei in view with less loss of life and less expenditure 
of money must have a great deal to commend it : and I Sir, for one 
cannot comprehend the mentality of those wdio profes.s to be horrified at 
the idea of killing a few^ of the enemy but seem to pay no attention to 
loss of fife amongst our own Indian and British soldiers, and who see 
nothing monstrous in the idea of discharging a shell or a bomb from the 
mimzle of a gun or a howitzer u]> into the air and thence (‘^xuilurJIy into 
a village but wdio hold up hamls m horccu* '^s'h'sn i]»e same 

bomb is caiwied by an aeroplane and dropped on ])reci‘''ely liie same iarict. 

XFow, Sir, to Birn io the p^e^ent operations. In the present opera- 
tions the Koval Air Force are co-opevaijnu with Ihe Army , 1he\ an not 
carrying out operations on their w\ra The Army has adni c^-d wj the 
Gandab road and in m-opfn*al’on uip. Hie Royal Air ii<cy ha\e 

repelled attacks from lliese lasbkan in the field and have inflicted a 
certain number of casualties in the meamvhile, (dher aerop]an<>.s have 
proceeded further afield and by the sort of action that I have Just des- 
cribed they have been carrying out a blockade of llie areas on wdiieli the 
iashkars are based. A few vilkages liave aclualrr be.'u bombed, but in this 
case more than the usual notice has been given. The bombing notice was 
actually issued on August 17 and bombing operations did not cominenee 
until August 19. Moreover, ni some of these villages wdiich have been 
bombed particular targets have been selected, — ^the houses of welMuiown 
leaders of these hostile bodies. It is possible, I do not deny it, that a few 
casualties may have been caused in this process, but w^e have no ofScial 
information that there have been such casualties, much less that there 
have been casualties amongst women and children ; and I notice that the 
Honourable Member wUo moved this motion had no definite information 
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on that subject limiseif. But the point 1 Wdiil to make cieai is that, m 
earrymg out bJockading operdUons oi this kind, it certainly is not the 
iiileiiiioii to cause loss of human life. To my mind, as I said before, the 
great value of the Royal Air Force on the North-West Frontier is that 
ic IS gradually depriving tlie Inbosnien of the advantages of inaccessibility. 
As file realisation of that loss is borne in uipon them, so we may ii0])e that 
the corresponding advantages of accessibility will be realised and that they 
AVid b»^gm to AAUsli to exchange a life of aeWenture and disregard for order 
for a more orderly existence , that they Aviii begin to ask for proper com- 
munications and to follow peaceful pursuits. If the aeroplane could be 
regarded as the forerunner of the homely moTor-biis, — and I am sure that 
al] Honourable Slembers here Aviil agree Avitli me tliat there can be nothing 
more civilising or more eiviiised than that respectable vehicle, — then I am 
sure that llonourabie Members opposite would not be so ready to criticise 
action })y the f\ir Force on the Frontier, but instead avouIcI learn to Aveleome 
it. 

Mr. K. L. Gaiiba (East Central Punjab : Muh'immadan) : 1 

think AA^e can eongratuk^te Dr. Khan bahib on uaAung found an adjourn- 
ment motion AAdiicli can be discussed on tim floor of the House. (Laughter ) 
We can equally congratulate the Army Seex'etary on having boldly come 
and fcced the House instead of seeking the shelter of a Viceregal veto 

The point in justific'alioii of the bombing of Aullages that the Honour- 
able Member, AAdm has just spoken, made was that adequate notice is given 
to these villages before bombing is resorted to NoAAg Sir, I Avoiild ask 
him this tiling If instead of 24 hours’ notice, a AA^eek’s notice were given 
to London to CA^acuate before it was bombed, Avould the bombing of London 
be jiisUfied ® After all, is it only a queslion of no'tice I If an act is 
improper and unjustified, according to the canons of international law or 
the so-called civilised laAv of my Honourable friend opposfle, no amount 
of notice can make an improper act proper, (Cheers.) 8ir, AA^e had a 
great deal of criticism of the Germans during the Avar They v/ere des- 
cribed as liarbarians, as Huns, as baby-killers, etc., because they dropped 
a feAA” bombs on London. T ask, fSir, are these brave, persons, aaRo go up m 
the Royal Air Force machines, these biwe persons, aaTio sit in Simla and 
authorise these acts, are iliey in a differeni category from those persons 
AAdio dropped and authorised bombs on London and Belgium ? I ask, AAdiat 
is Lie difierencfc bolAveen the U the d ‘ference of the ])eople and 

the eoiutry on AA'liieli lliese bomb: v ^ v u»‘epped rather than the nature of 
the persons avIio drouped those hcmlw ' Not many weeks ago, T Avas in 
London walking in Hyde Park on a Suiidajr afternoon Tliere Avas a tub 
tliiirauer of the British Empire Society aaTio AA^as haranginng an audience 
on the (jaesLion of fnendshi]) Avstb Cermrvy He Avas criticising the Prince 
ot Wales for saying that Ave should forget tlie deeds of the War and make 
friends Avitli the Germans He said . Hoav can Ave make frieiids with 
these people IIoay can Ave shake hands with these people, who dropped 
bombs on innocent Avomen and children, who behaved in a liarbarons manner 
durum: the War ; Iioa'^ can vx shake hands with them There Avas an 
EngiisliLian present, not an Indian, and he stood up and said • ‘‘ But ail 
liiis is happening in the North-West Frontier of India ? ” The policy, 
therefore, Bir, that my learned friend op})Osite has sought to defend li 
not a policy that can be defended The ease lie has made out in jusiifica- 
tion 01 bombing of these villages is a very very poor case In these 
Aullages you liad not only mud huts but vcrMiaA’e also places of Avorsliip, 
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Bombs are dropped on tliese j‘hKes oL' wor^liip, and these phiees jd* worship 
are destroyed. What Avonld my learned Boend say il a, boiiib is dropped 
on St. Ba\ds 1 Does it make any tlillereiiee if bombs are dropped on 
Hi. Paals. (M* oil a mosque or on a lemple : Y(.u want hr \ * oii{‘ eude 
for your own and aiioLh^^e emh‘ lor the aiS of otliei>; 

hir, I '.•oil iiot tmuun Hie llouh'^ aa/ h-mger. After ah. wt^ iiOj t' to 
eensure liie Goverminni on tins quesnon The Gorernment may or may 
not lake notiee of it It may be consigned to the record of the iiinbo of 
the long list of Government defeats, bid, any wmy ilie (n\ di/ed wmdd wlil 
know” ihai, ;ai far as ifuiia v tunev ‘retl, huua is }io pariy to the bai'bansra 
ei* bombing hineeeiu women and eluklreii (A[)plause.) 

Pandit Kiishna Kant Malaviya (Benares and Gorakhimr Divisions ; 
Xun-hliiliHiiiniadan Biiral) • Sir. from what little I know of the Army 
Secretary an.l from what I have heard from my llonourable Colleagues 
here, I thmk and I believe, Sir, that he is the most reasonable amongst 
the otflemis wdi? ado'll! the Treasury Benches opposoe 

[A: liiL-?. sdge, Mr Presicteri 'The II in.oiirahle Sir Abdiir Lialiimj 
vacated the Chair, which wms then occupied by Mr Deputy President 
(Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta).] 

But I was snrinnsed lo hour fr.mi him this evening that he thought 
that the use of bombs vras jiisiilied if that, was used for the purpose of 
civilizing a tribe that inhabits the NorlliAYest Froiiiim* of India. I 
know, Sir, Hiat during the AVar, as has been just said by hia Honourable 
Colleague, Mr. Gauba, wdmn bombs were dropped on London, a hue and 
cry was raised, and soon after the War was over, this question was raised 
before the League of Nations wdiether the dropping of bombs on civil 
population would lie justified even in w^ars. So far as I remember, Sir, 
the League of Nations decided that the dropping of homlis on civil popula- 
tion w’as a must mijiist and improper thing to do. I aDo remember, Sir, 
that Ills Government then and there pleaded for an exception 

in llieir favour by saying that they would be jinitified in the use of ])ombs 
so far as tho North-Wesl Frontier of India was coneeriied WJiat was 
bad for the White races thus became justified and good for us coloured 
people I knew. Sir, then, that the emergency rvould be created and that 
His luyiesiy’s Government as w^ell as the Indian Government \YOuld ahvays 
be ready wiBi their bombs so far as the North-West Frontier wms con- 
cerned. Neither the Army Secretary nor the Honourable the Mover of 
this inotioii have taken us into their confidence and toid tlie House wdiat 
was the underlying motive, what w/as the cause of tins civilizing mission. 
But this much I can tell the House and the HonouCid^le the Army Sec- 
retary, 1tmt in the yenr 1933, I had information from, responsible friends 
that ihere was ‘'••oing to be a miniature war on the North-West Frontier 
of Indio T am not pre])arecl to name the persons, bvccause it ^vill be a 
breach of confidence wdiere friends meet iliey discuss so many things, 
but I am nrepared to place before the Army Secretary, to prove the 
truth of my assertion, on aiticle which T wwote for my papeiAlie Ahhyudaya 
in 1933, in which I said that there was going to be a miniature w''ar in 
1934 and 1935. T did not mention the NortlnWest Frontier for I wmiild 
have been hauled up in the name of Official Secrets Act. I could not then 
mention nil facts relevant to the raid that is b-^ing conducted, but 
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the printed article is there, and a reference can be made to it, and it will 
be seen tluit it referred to nothing else bat what is going on today and 
whnt has been happening during the past montlis on the North-West 
Frontier 1 can Teiw well understand the ilonourable the Army Secre- 
tary pleading and defending the use of bombs and proving it to be as 
eeoiiumieai as compared to that of the rifie. In this connection 1 iiiigiit 
say’ Thai there is a book published in London by, : think, the Daily 
Telegraph Press, and the title of the book is Tax CohecijOn by Bombs 
It is iH e 111 j'oiied there that in Mesopotamia when chose friends of ours, 
who are hent on civilizing the backward races of the world, wanted to 
realiso their dnes, they’' used to drop a notice near tlie defaulter’s hut, 
giving’ 12 or 24 hours’ iioiice, and as sioon as that houj* arrived, the 
aeroplane would be seen hovering in the sky?- and it dropped bombs on 
the huts of the defaulters. It did not care whether the inmates of die 
house were old people, whether they were women or childrtni, whelher 
they’ wei'e confined to bed or what their condition was My friends, here, 
can well I’eaiise that when these friends of ours can drop bombs for the 
realization lof a few rupees, they would easity do mucli more when there 
is a (pieslion of making roads acquiring territory, ami expansion of 
boundary. I am very’ sorry, Sir, that the Army:^ Secretary', for wliom 
I have a great regard, should, of all the official Members heie, have taken 
upon liiinseli the responsibility of laying down this principle that the 
droipiing of bombs was the only economical and effective measure by 
w^hich he could civilize the backward tribes of the North-West Frontier, 
I can only say’ that we Indians, who have a civilization of our own, can 
never, never fall in with liis views. With these few words. Sir, I support 
the adjournment motion moved by my Honlourable friend, Dr. lihan 
Sahib. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Non-Official) : I 
have great regard and respect for my Honourable friend, Dr. Khan 
Sahib, who comes from the same province as myself and for his senti- 
ment and sympathy for the people of the North-West Frontier Province 
for which I have the same too. But I am sorry to say that 1 cannot 
understand the object of the adjournment motion. If it is for the sake 
of saving women and children from being bombed, he has not given us 
any’' figures, he has not said a word as to how many women or children 
were killed during the recent bombing. So far as my’ personal know- 
ledge goes, there has been no such death. 

An Honourable Member : How do you know ^ 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : If there had been any private 
information or official communique or newspaper reports, I would have 
understood his point to be right. But I have not heard anything to 
show that women or children were killed Secondly, he has not criticised 
the bombing system, which was discussed a few years ago in this House 
and it w'as properly replied to. If the new Members of House want 
to acquaint themselves with it, they can see the deb?pes of this House 
(Simla Session, 1933) and satisfy for themselves..... 

Dr. Khan Sahib : On a point of personal explanation, Sir. I have 
said distinctly that women and children were killed, buffaloes, cows 
and goats v/ere killed, houses were destroyed, but I euiiid not give the 
exact number. 

An Honourable Member : The Aiuny Secretary has admitted the fact. 
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Major Nawab Abmad Nawaz Kban : Let me lake it for tke sake 
of iir-uBit-iil. But Br. Kiian Saliib has no ptxsoiial knowietlge ; he ^ras 
iulorided by some irresponsible people, he himself was not there. 
Wc kitow iiiat even in newspr^pers soinetmies all sorts of lies for pro- 
pa«^’anda are published 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhaminadan Urban) : On a 
point of order. Sir. The Honourable Member has no right to say that 
newspapers tell all kinds of lies. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : 1 am sure, the 
Honourable Member will not repeat it. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Hhan. : If the Honourable Member 
wishes to be satisfied by Kissa Khani Gazette, he must see the Khijber Mail. 
It IS an English paper and not Urdu, and he can read it. Sir, so far as 
I knotv tlieie iiave been no casualties amongst women and cliildren, at 
all 1 Interruption.) Has any Member got any extraordinary means 
of i3i£(;rmHtion 1 

An Honourable Member : Were you in one of those aeroplanes ? 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : My Honourable friend, Mr. 
Gaiiba, has slated that 24 hours’ notice or 48 liours' notice is not 
sufficient, and he has compared those small villages wjth Loudon, the 
biggest city m the world. 

Mr. K. L. Gauba : On a point of personal explaiiailon. I said time 
and nohue are immaterial. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : The frontier villages are veiy 
small, and generally for the whole day the people are out, and they 
eoBie ]>ack only hi the evenings. 24 or 48 hours’ notice is quite sufficient 
to warn ]')Cop]e to save themselves, their wives and cbildrcii and their 
property There is one important thing to be - remembered. The 
North-West Frontier Government does not want to bomiiard the villages. 
It is only when crimes are committed by the tribesmen that Govern- 
ment arc compelled to take strong measures againsi. them. There are 
two waVvS of punishing the tribesmen for their crimes, and that is, to 
send forces cither by land or by air. 

An Honourable Member : Or by sea. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : There is no sea fortunately. 
It is for Madras and Calcutta, and for that purpose ihe Indian Navy 
is being trained I ask this House that if the Frontier Government are 
compelieil to take strong measures against the tribes then what course 
should they adopt ? There are two courses open, either by bombing 
or by sending forces by land. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : Why not make peace with them ? What is the 
difficulty ! 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : We do always try to make 
peace .... 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : We ” ? Who are you ? Are you the 
Government f 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : When nothing else avails, 
the last resort is to punish them. Then, as I have said, there are two 
ways, one is bombing and the other is to send force by land. By land 
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Ib more expensive and there is a greater loss of life both to the tribes 
and to the Indian army, therefore, bombing is more humane, economical, 
quick and eifcctive one. 

Hr. Sri Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions • Non-IVIuham- 
niaddii Rural) : In what way are the 24 hours ^ notices sent ^ 

Major f^awab Ahmad Nawas Khan : Papers are thrown by aero- 
planes and there is no other notice because people know it very well. 
1 would ask the Chair to kindly ask the Opposition not to interrupt 
me too much unnecessarily. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : The best thing is to sit dov/n. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : I would ask ilonourabie 
Members not to hear one side only. They must also liear the other 
side from me. To punish the tribes by sending forces by land would 
be very costly and also would involve a greater loss of life both to the 
tribes cind to our Indian Army, which is undesirable from economic 
and humane point of view. If the Honourable Members would only go 
there and see for themselves, they will come to the coneiiisjon iLat 
bombing is more humane, because there is no loss of life asid it is also 
very cheap It is of very great advantage to India that we should 
save our lives and save our money. 

An Honourable Member : Our honour does not count ^ 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : If we send aeroplanes, we shall 
spend only one thousand rupeevS, whereas if we bead land forces, we 
shall have to spend one lakh of rupees — mark the dilference* please. If 
Honourable Members like Mr Desai will go to see the Frontier with 
other Coiioressite Members, they will request the Government to send 
only aero])laiies and not land forces. 

Maiilana Shaukat Ali (Cities of the United Provinces : Muhammadan 
Urban) : I want myself to go tomorrow. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : In response to tlie request 
made by Mauiana Shaukat Ali, I would ask him xliat he should also 
accompany Mr. Bhulabhai Desai and go to the Frontier, ibat there 
should not be two opinions which is customary with us, Indians, un- 
foi'tiinat eiy 

An Honourable Member : Is it an offer on behalf of Government ? 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : I say that v/e should all go 
together 

Some Honourable Members : The Honourable Member’s time is up. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) ; There is one 
minute more. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : I must be given the advantage 
of too much and unnecessary interruptions that have been made. Sir, 
then there is another mistake which my friend. Dr. Khan Sahib, has 
made. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : The Honourable 
Member’s time is up. As it is an adjournment motion, the Chair cannot 
give him more time. 
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Several Honourable Members : I move tliai tlie question be now put 

Mr. J. 6. Acbeson (Foreign Secretary) * Before the debate is ciich-^d, 
I shoulfl Itke to say a few words First of all, I "would like to say that 
I Was A cry iiuicli interested indeed, for llie first Iluio, lO have the 
pleasure of listening to the speech of the Iloiiourabht Member from the 
Horth“\Yest h rentier Province. I must confess, however, that I was a 
little surjirmed by the general tenor of his remarks, lie railier reiiimded 
me of a famous character in one of Charles Dickens’ atorie^, a gentleman 
J believe, of the name of Mr, Dick, who whatever subject of comersation 
was introduced could not avoid introducing into iL die mention of the 
head of King Charles. The head of King Charles apxieais to the Honour- 
able Member from the North-West Frontier Province to be some mythical 
creature in the shape of a Political Officer or poliiical subordinate and 
It is a matter of great regret, from the point of view of accuracy of 
presentment of facts that the Honourable Member cannot keep this 
particular King Charles’ head out of his discourse. I "was also very 
iiit ('rested to hear Mr. Krishna Kant Malavlya’s display of his pov/ers 
of prophec.y or (of his powers of extracting infoianalioii from secret 
sources, information which was not known even to myself and I claim 
to have considerable knowledge of these matters. T should be very much 
interested to know in confidence what were exactly the sources of his 
information. 

Seriously, 1 think it is necessary that the House should iurn from the 
presentation of facts made by the Honourable Member from the North- 
West Frontier Province and listen for a little to the actual political 
history of the present disturbances, which have given rise to this debate 
— in other words the recent history of the relations of Government with 
the Mohmands. I would ask Honourable Members kindly to listen to 
these facts with a dispassionate mind and to banish all prejudice from 
their minds and I am sure they will agree with me in the conclusions 
which I reach. The Mohmands — I apologise for a little history — are one 
of the chief tribes in the North-West Frontier Province. They are 
divided roughly into the Upper Mohmands and the Lower Mohmands, 
The Indo-Afghan frontier through the Mohmand teri'itory has never 
been demarcated, with the result that there has been a great deal of 
confusion regarding which of the Upper Mohmands belong to India and 
wdiich to the neighbouring country. The Government of India have been 
engaged in tvarfare with these Mohmands more than with any other 
tribe on the Frontier, and that is saying a great deal It wa.s found 
tieeessary, owing to aggression by this tribe, to send expeditions into 
their country in 1898 and again in 1908 There were further troubles 
with the Mohmands in the succeeding years, and they again came to 
notice jirominently at the beginning of the Great War, when they -were 
the first tribe to take advantage of the hostilities in Europe in embarrass 
Government. This they did by invading the Peshewar district and 
embark big on wanton acts of aggression against the people of British 
India. That is a point of view which I would like Membi'rs to appre- 
ciate, as also the people of the Peshawar district, including the Honour- 
able Memlier for the North-West Frontier Province. Again there were 
inva*^ions in 1915 and 1917 ; these were carried out under the aegis of 
a very weil-known personage known as the Haji of Tiiraiugzai. I would 
renijvd tlie House that these operations were earned out not in the 
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liilis- -tliere wns no question of Government forces advancing wantonly 
into the hills to lift the tribal '' purdah ’’ — but in the plains of Peshawar 
which were invaded by these people. After Ihese operations, the 
liOwer Mohinands entered into closer relations Avilh Government and 
entered into engagenieiils which they have on the v/hole carried out with 
eonspicuouf loyalty In the Upp{u* Mohmand country, however, the 
jiueleus of hostile adivity remained and not only was this the centre 
of the hostile activdies which were directed against Government and 
against tht law abiding people of the Peshawar DLstriot but it also 
became tim centre also of a number of desperate and dangerous outlaws 
wanted on charges of m order, chiefly in the Peshawar district. The 
more dangcron>s the murder, often of women and sometimes even of 
children, the more welcome the perpetrator appeared to be and the 
more friendly the asylom did he seem to receive It would have been 
perhaps not quite so serious a matter if these desperate characters had 
remained inactive in their traiis-liorder asylum, as does haj)])en in other 
parts of the trcuis-border country ; but they did not do so. From their 
centre in the lJ])per Mohmand country, they proceeded to make a series 
of raids and incursions, open or secret, chiefly into the Peshawar district, 
for the ]jnrpose of engaging in robberies, assassinations and abductions. 
These inroads continued and were a constant source of friction between 
tbe Govmuimeni and the Upper Mohmands Armed raids again took 
place 111 .1027, 1930, 1932 and 1933 and again in 1935. In 1933, in 
order to protect the lower Molimands and the law-abiding people o£ 
the Peshavrar district from being invaded by the tribesmen from the 
Upper Mohmand country. Government had to come to the assistance of 
the Lower Mohmands witli armed force Otherwise the lower tribes 
complained that thej?- would be unable any longer to maintain their 
footing and would have no option but to accept the dictation of the 
upper tribes The troops advanced, and a roate was made at the 
request of the Lower Mohmands and very largely with Iheir own Jabcair, 
with their own hands, — so anxiom^ were they to get some security from 
these perpetual inroads. 

Prof N. G. Ranga (Guntur ctm Nellore • Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Was it not forced labour ? 

Mr. J. G Acheson : Not at all, it was very willing indeed, as I can 
testify myself. The road was made and an agree- 
ii.eiit wc‘s entered into with the Upper Mohmands, 
very willingly on their side, after a certain amount of hostilities, that, 
provided the road was not earned over into their own country, they 
would on their side refrain from attacks against the Lower Mohmands, 
British India, and the new road This state of affairs lasted until 
this 3 ' ear of 1935. This j^ear a number of particular!}’' atrocious murders 
were committed in the Peshawar district by outlaws operating from 
their base in the Upper Mohmand country. Governmert could no 
longer disregard this state of affairs which were liecoming extremely 
serious, and it was found necessary to call on the Safi tribe — the tribe 
of the Haji of Turangzai— who were giving harbour to these outlaws 
and — also a very unusual thing — giving them an honoured position in 
their tribe, whereas the ordinary outlaw living in tbe tribal countr}" 
has to eke out a very miserable existence there ; Government, I sajq 
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had to <tai] oin the Safi tribe to discharge its responsibilities hj 
either lurning ont these outlaws or at least re>strainiiig tlunn from their 
criminal activities in the district No notice was takeiij and a certain 
number of the Safi tribe were ultimately arrested and held as hostages 
by (lovennnent. The reply to this action was a descemr by Badsliahgiil, 
the eldest son of the IBgi of Turangzai, on the Gandab road with a 
lashkar eonsisiing of contingents of tipper IMohiuanci tribesmen, to- 
gether with some malcontents from the Lower Mobmands. The road 
was broken up and attacks were made on posts actually within the 
Peshawar district. The Ghalanai agreement, whereby the Upper 
Mohmands had undertaken to respect the road and to refrain from 
aggression on their neighbonrs and the District, was thereby flagrantly 
and wanionly broken. To repel this aggression, Government have had 
to move troops into the Gandab valley, and they arc now engaged in 
operations in order to prevent a recurrence of this aggression. Honour- 
able hleraber? will see from this account, which I have made as brief as 
1 can, that the whole history of this tribe has been one of wanton and 
repeated aggression, (Voices of Oh 1 Oh ! ’’), and from all this and 
particularly from these recent events it is quite evident. — and I think 
the entire House will agree with me — ^thait it was incumbent on Gov- 
ernment to take action to remove the immediate threat to the traffic 
on the road, including the traffic of Upper Moiimand tribes who are 
the chief users of the road, and the menace to the Peshawar district. 
Government had to take this action, and if they bad not taken this 
action, they would have been failing in their duty. Now it is a ques- 
tion wheUier minimum action to remove the immediate menace is suffi- 
cient or whether it is not necessary to take such action as will prevent 
any future recurrence of these repeated inroads — so expensive to life 
and property. I think in a question the other day by tJie Honourable 
Member from Madras he referred to the cat and mouse policy ’’ of the 
Oovernmeut. If by that he meant that Government, instead of making 
what is known as burn and scuttle expeditions, should grasp the 
pettle firmly, then there is a good deal to be said £or that point of 
view. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Make an honest peace with them ! 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan ; If they do not make peace with 
us, what shall we do ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : The question is whether Goveimmcnt are really 
to surrender to these constant acts of aggression committed in recent 
years under the leadership of well-known murderers and outlaAvs. I 
have here a few details. I should like to read out an account of the 
activities of some of the people at present living under the Ilaji’s patro- 
nage in this nest of outlaws in the Safi country. These are just a few 
at random : 

** On the 27th May, 1934, Bahadur Sher of Tarnab in Peshawar District crept 
up behind one Aziz-ur-Eahman, with whom Bahadur Sher was at enmity, while Aziz- 
ur-Baman was ploughing with another man called yfauroz The murderers shot at 
both men and succeeded in killing ISTauroz. The murder was particularly cold-blooded 
as the culprits had no enmity w'hatever with ISTauroz, but only shot him as he happened 
to be a servant of Aziz-ur-Rahman. Bahadur Sher then absconded and took refuge 
with the Haji at Dakarai. Subsequently in September, 1934, he came down again 
to tbe Peshawar District and ^vaylaid a Sikh marriage procession. A lorry driver was 
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wounded and one of the male passengers was shot dead. The womenfolk were treated 
mercilessly, one girl having her wrists dislocated by the outlaws while they were 
wrenching off her bangles. 

I do not wisli to take up too much of the time of the House, and I 
will give only two more of the instances I have marked here. One of the 
outlaws 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali (Delhi : General) : May I know what exactly 
does the Honourable the Foreign Secretary mean by outlaw ? 

Mr. J. 6. Acheson : An outlaw is a man who has committed an^ 
offence in British India and who refuses to surrender himself to 
justice. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : He is not a British subject 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Yes, he is a British subject. 

Then, Sher Afzal (the accomplice of Nauroz already mentioned), 
after absconding joined the gang of the notorious miscreant Chimnai 
who was being harboured by the Haji of Turangzai. On 16th Novem- 
ber, 1934, he accompanied the gang, when they ambushed a police 
patrol killing one constable and wounding three others. Some weeks 
later the gang including Sher Afzal wreaked its vengeance on the 
whole family of a Lambardar who had helped the police, by murder- 
ing a man, a woman and a child aged 12 years, and wounding three 
other children, one a baby of two years The gang then returned to the 
asylum afforded by the Haji. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Do you swear by it all ? 

Mir. J. G. Acheson : I have got full particulars of all these cases 
here. The most notorious is that of Mahmud, who last year at Mardan 
took _a little boy into an out-house to cut his throat and then murdered 
two defenceless ladies while they were tending the sick. I have 
always heard that Dr. Khan Sahib is a man well-known and respected 
for his chanty and humanity in the N.-W. F. Province. I believe 
he keeps a dispensary in which he attends to the sick free of charge. 
(Loud Applause.) But, Sir, from the facts which I have just recited 
to the House, I fear that polities have brought the worthy Doctor into 
rather bad company. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Bad company ! 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr, Akhil Chandra Datta) : The Honour- 
able Member has one minute more. 

Mr. J. 6. Acheson : Well, I would just say this, that it is quite 
clear that action has to be taken j and I think everyone will agree 
that the action to be taken should be action which is the most economi- 
cal of the lives of our own British and Indian soldiers and also of the 
tribes — people themselves ; and I think my friend, the Army Secretary, 
has in his speech amply established that this action involves, as an 
essential ingredient, the use of air power under proper regulation and 
control. (Loud Applause.) 

Mr, Bhulahhai J. Desai (Bombay Northern Division : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, I regret very much that in the enthusiasm of 
defending his position and in his veiy fir,st maiden speech, if I am not 
mistaken, the Honourable the Foreign Secretary should have classed 
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lus by one coinpreliensive naiue ol what iu‘ called bad ^njiiipany 'b 
I am extremely glad, lioweveia that the bad company 

Mr. J G. Acheson : On a point of personal explaimtion. Sir, I wan 
iipt referring to the Honourable Member's Party. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Besai : Sir, I ^rol^ld not Jiavt^ intervened in this 
debate but for the fact that from our point of view this particular 
matter iiiYolves a cpiestion of principle, f)n wlucdi, though we may 
not have the power and the authority to enforce our views and onr 
decisions, God willing, some day we shall do so. 

The question that is involved in this is this— the propriety of the 
use of bombs and instruments of that character during semi-warlike 
or warlike operations on civil population It is a question on which 
I have no doubt — and I have studied it to a certain extent — opinions 
have differed at many conferences including the Disarmament Con- 
ference where, if I am not mistaken, Sir John Simon was not pre- 
pared to assent to that broad proposition. It is perfectly clear and 
there is no doubt m the matter that there are people who stand for 
that view and it is, therefore, up to us who stand for that view to 
assert it to the extent to which we can, whether we can aetually stop 
it or not The issue before the House is not whether this particular 
expedition should have been undertaken or not. It is an entirely 
wrong view of the present motion before the House In fact, on the 
one hand, both my honourable friends opposite and the Chair are very 
Iceeu on confining us to the one particular matier — T am repeating the 
^vu)rds of iny honourable friend opposite — but ^vhen it suits them they 
lay themselves out as broadly as they like Who ever wanted a dis- 
cussion on this present occasion wlietlier or not this particular expedi- 
tion was justified and jmt T venture witliin the limited time that I have 
got at my disposal to say that the policy ow the Proiitim*, considering 
the very history that the Foreign Secretary has chosen to give to this 
House, is one of which we have always and consiantly complained 
On his own showing here is a tribe against which, from the year 1908 
to the year 3935, there may have been some grnnids for an expedi- 
tion but more often it is just an e'^euse, T believe, for the maintenance 
of the army at the North-West Frontier as being a danger and menace 
to India without wdiich the imesent expenditure of 58 crores cannof 
be justified. Once you have got an army there is always an inclination — 
almost a justification for its use, and I will presently ])oint that out 
when T deal with the speech, the almost adroit speech, of my honourable 
friend Mr Tottenham on which I eongiatulate him. T almost wish 
he had been a lawyer and not a soldier For, indeed, the very fact 
that they have got this army is said to he an excuse for the purpose of 
what ^ Each time, he said, when we are within our borders, we must 
take under our wing a little beyond our border If we have taken 
them within our wing, we must flv a little beyond that border and 
keep on doing that all the time In fact, it is this talk of warfare 
which throughout the last 30 odd vears has bocTt the only excuse for 
piling up the armaments at the expense of the poor people of this 
country. J would not have referred to this but for the justification 
that was' ailempted by the Honourable the Poreigm Secretary by giving 
the history this evening. 
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I now come to tlie real issue. The only issue that is raised on this 
motion is wliethei or not, according to the opini(ai o£ this House, 
bombing of civil population during an expedition is justified, and I 
believe Dr Khan Sahib himself has said that we may not have the 
actual control of the direct action of the policy of the Government, 
because, on their own confession, they have doioonstrated themselves 
to be first irresponsible and, secondly, demonstrated themselves on 
their own confession to be the agents of a foreign autocrat. That is 
the position they have taken up. It is a position of which I make a 
present to them But the fact remains that so far as the moral res- 
l)onsiblIity of any of their acts is concerned, this House will always 
rise to the occasion and assert its opinion even though it may not 
actually be listened to I know they have got used to these defeats. 
1 do not know the meaning of that word T wonder if it is this that 
the Government in India is going to be conducted accof’ding to their 
opinions and contrary to the feelings and opinions of those who are 
solemnly invited here as the representatives of the people and who had 
to undergo the immense expense of elections under the pretence of a 
represent alive Government I hope and trust that what has become 
with them a habit shall he an exception in the future. I hope and 
trust that this Government if it is ever going to justify itself will 
justify itself only in exceptional matters in differing from the majority 
of, the House If they will not do that, then what will happen is a 
matter the consequences of which will be entirely on their own heads. 
I hope they will not be able to say that they want morf^ and more laws — 
the subieci of a future discussion — in order to nut down the awakening 
of national consciousness and in order that we may not be able to 
assert our rights against those, who choose to govern this country in 
this irresponsible manner. 

The issue therefore is a grave one. We stand here for this prin- 
ciple that whatever may be the peril, — we shall always stand for a 
civilised principle, and, indeed, we are more civilized though we may 
be less scientific and less mechanised. I do claim that we are certainly 
more civilised. We shall certainly stand for civilized methods even if we 
have to enter upon a war. Therefore, we stand for the principle that even 
during warfare, so far as the civil population is concerned, it shall be 
safe from the ravages of the instruments like bombs that were attempted 
to be used. Now, what was the reply of the Honourable Mr. Tottenham. 
He said that the ' Honourable Members on this side wanted more aero- 
planes and therefore he drew the most extraordinary conclusion that 
those aeroplanes must be used. T think that is the principle of the 
Government of India. They always say Remember, we can always 
disregard it though we are not bound to do so Therefc»re, the 
argument is this • because there are aeroplanes, therefore they must 
be used. If that is the argument, I hope and trust that that conclu- 
sion will not commend itself to such comtnon sense as we possess. There- 
fore, the fact that we desire more air-arm foj- our future protection 
against great eventualities will not, I hope and trust, be twisted into 
a desire or a requirement or a request that it shall be used against 
women and children on the trans-Prontier tribes. In fact, he did not 
deny bombing of civil population. The only ground on which he justi- 
fied this action was notice. Well, 1 am one of those who believe that 
this is not a matter of notice at all If it is a matter of notice, then it 
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becomes a very different proposition. Then you wipe out the prin- 
ciple altogether. Then you admit the justification of that particular 
use of that arm in those particular conditions and then you leave them 
at the mercy of those who think what is good notice, what is notice 
and wliat is adequate notice. I am familiar with such excuses. Sir, 
it is practically admitted that bombing was done. All that is said is 
that notice was given on the 17th and the bombing took place 
On the 19th and that is all that is said m justification of it. Indeed, 
if you take out the beginning and the end of all the speeches that 
have been made on behalf of the Government, all that is said is this : 
Does this House stand for this that a notice having been given on the 
171h, bombing on the civil population on the 19th is justified or not. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) 
lesmned the Chair.] 

There is no other issue before the House so f%r as I can see. That 
is the only justification that was sought to be given. I further say 
that the economy of it is no excuse. I am not one of those who believe 
that economy justifies means fair or foul. In fact, where is the ques- 
tion of economy when we are concerned. There is no economy when 
this country's administration or expense is concerned. There is no 
question of economy, but some excuse must always be trotted out and 
economy is now trotted out as an excuse for an act which otherwise 
would be held to be wrong. If the act is wrong, it is wrong and no 
question of economy will justify it. I, therefore, say that we are 
amongvSt those who stand for this principle that the civil population 
shall not be treated in the manner in which it has been done. 

Mr. G. E. P. Tottenham : I began my speech by saying that if it 
were a fact that the civil population were being bombed, I should unhesi- 
tatingly have condemned it. But my whole speech was intended to show 
that tlie civil population w’-ere not being bombed, and, as far as I know, 
there is no evidence before the House that they are. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai : Weil, there is no evidence before the 
House that the civil population was not bombed, and if the civil popula- 
tion was not bombed, what was the point of bringing in the question. 
notice. It is impossible to believe that the civil population was not 
bombed. Why was notice necessary f Why was notice pleaded ? To 
whom was the notice given f Why was the notice given at all ? Why was 
it pleaded that two days notice was regarded as adequate f I wish to say 
two things. I say that notwithstanding the fact that we may stand, and 
we are prepared to stand, any type of treatment at the neglect, at the 
contempt and at the rejection of every vote which we shall have the right 
to call for, we shall still stand and i^egister our opinions and not only 
register iqur opinions, but make the Government of India believe that the 
discretionary power of flouting ouj' opinions should not become the habit 
of the rulers of this land. It is against the scandalous way in which the 
opinions of this House have been treated during the last three months that 
we are here to protest ; and whether or not this expedition goes on, whether 
or not many more or many less women and children die by the striking 
of bombs, God willing, we shall not stand he(re in justification of such acts. 
We do not care whether it is economic or uneconomic to carry on a war- 
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fare ia other ways. In my humble view, it is not justified ; in my 
humble view, it is merely baiting and keeping up the show that you are 
fighting in the Frontier if only to justify the maintenance of such a huge 
armament as a burden on this country. That is my humble view. The 
oniy issue I stand upon now is this, that neither economy nor notice shall 
be a justification for the barbarous behaviour displayed by the Govern- 
ment on the Frontier, and, by the Aotc we are going to register, we suali 
show to the Government that this shall not be done. (Applause.) 

Maulvi Syed Murtuza Sahib Bahadur (South Madras : Muham- 
madan) : Sir, I want to congratulate both the Arm\ Secretary and the 
Foreign Secretary on their having secured the services of our Honourable 
friend. Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Avho attempted to support the 
Government cause much more ably and effectively than the two Secre- 
taries have done. So our Honourable Major deserves the thanlos of tne 
Government. Now, Sir, my Honourable friend, Major Nawab Ahmad 
Nawaz Khan, poses himself to be a great sympathiser of the Frontier 
people. Every Pathan of the North-West Frontier will exclaim : “ Save 
us from these so-called friends and so-called sympathisers ! ” Sir, on 
every occasion when the question relating to the North-West Frontier 
comes up before this House, our friend the Nawab Salub gets up and 
talces delight in justifying every inhumane action on the part of the Gov- 
ernment. The Army Secretary wanted to prove that bombing was a very 
effective, economic and humane action. But he failed to use superlative 
degree. None could have prevented him from saying that throwing bomba 
was the most effective and most humane action. After the able speech of 
the Leader of the Opposition, no speech, in my opinion, was necessary, 
but I participated in the debate simply to show to the House that the so- 
called isympathetie representative of the North-West Frontier is not at 
all their sympathiser, nor is he their nepresentative and that the real 
sympathiser is only Dr Khan Sahib. (Hear, hear.) Again, Sir, he said 
that as one of the oldest Members of this Assembly he could say and prove 
anything and evei-ything which he has given expression to. But I may 
tell him that I am the oldest Member of the Assembly (hear, bear) and sc, 
my Honourable friend cannot pride himself as being the oldest Member 
of_ the House which is not at all a fact. What is the meaning of Lis 
criticising the Opposition saying “ you are new to the Assembly and 
therefore you must refer to the previous debates that took place on 
previous occasions on this subject ”. I submit, Sir, that every time this 
gentleman comes forward to justify the action of the Government how- 
ever inhumane and hovvever unsympathetic and however highly revolu- 
lionarj such actions may be to the sense of humanity. But for the inter- 
vention in tlie debate of my Honourable friend, Major Nawab Ahmad 
Nawaz Khan, I would not have stood up to make these remarks. With 
these few' observations I support the motion for adjournment so ably 
moved by my Honourable friend. Dr. Khan Sahib. (Applause.) 

Several Honourable Members ; The question may now be put. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Does the 
Honourable Member, Dr Khan Sahib, wish to reply ? 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Yes, Sir. Only for a few minutes. Sir, I shall 
begin my reply by saying just a word about the Foreign Secretary. He 
referred to the expedition of 1897. I think by that be meant the Mala- 
kand-Chitral expedition. 
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Mr. J G. Achesson : ! ri'-c to eon*iH*t i\ point of laet, Hir. I referred 
to the lloliimuul operation of 1^9^, not the Maiakand-CIiitnii expedition. 

Dr. Klian Sahib : Tlo^ lioiiniii'uOlo Member rmerred to events cii’tej- 
lliai expedition. 

Mr. J. G, Acheson : What oH I .sanl was in eonneetion with the 
Slohiuand operations. 

Dr. Khan SaMb : Well. 8ir, the Cto\ eminent made an agreement Willi 
the Mdlkaiid tribes. I a\. 1] loii you how the.v make liieir agreements 
wntii the tribes, dhey made an agreement with the tribes with whom 
ihe^ aie now at war. They Mi'd in that agreement of 1807 that Govern- 
ment would never interfere wdth their internal affairs, that the Govern- 
ment would never go near their laud, Xow, you have seen d, Bir, how 
they nave bombed Agra .... 

Mr J. 6. Acheson : With which tribes are yon dealing now ? 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Just near the Malakand. As I already .>aid, it U 
all a qiustion oi foreign policy. Xow the Government lia\e made a 
road and they have taken them lafi.d By this action of Government 
that agreement has gone to pie^.es. The agreement which the Govern- 
ment dimvv up is aiwa^v.'. ciii agreement of the oppressor. What they say 
must be right. There is no argument allowed and wlujn an agreement 
is made, the enher paxdy has to obey it implicity, though tJie Government 
may disobey certain parts of the agreement. It is by force that tiie 
(jovTrnment enforce tliese agreements and the tribesmen are always dis- 
satisfied. 

Another ixoint, to which 1 wish to refer, is the question of outlaws. 
They h<ive got on the Frontier, the Scouts, the Militia, the Khassadars 
and the Frontier Constabulary : with all of them they cannot protect us 
from these outlaws. I say that the fault lies with the police in. many 
cases and they are supposed to be in league with the outlaws. It is said 
that the police take a share in the loot of these outlaws. 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : King Charles' head again, 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Another tiling which he referred to was about 
the corruplicm on the Frontier. He says, there is one corrupt man on 
the Frontier. I will ask the Foreign Secretary to think over this matter. 
I do not like to say things in this f louse which may not be true. Let the 
Government aj)point a committee to go into the question of corruption 
and put me as a member on it. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahiin) : The House is 
not dealing with the question of corruption in the Frontier. 

Dr, Khan Sahib : It was the Foreign Secretary that first referred 
to it. The Government had appointed a committee for investigating into 
the corrupti'Qn, and, as soon as they read my speech in the Assembly in 
Delhi, they kqit quiet about it and the committee has not come intp exist- 
ence yet. So, Sir, I say, if the Government are sincere, they can come to 
nil honest agreement with I he tribes. I assure the Governmeiit that 
everything will be alright provided they use the right means, because 
the trlocs aic an honest lot. they^ are the most straigluforwurd peojile and 
they are alway^s afraid of the Political Department, who say one tiling 
and do another. That is the difficulty. 
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Now, I come to tiie Army Secretary. I think he said that a warning 
was gnen on the 17th. 1 am not aware o£ it. in what way did they 
give notice ? Did they send a motor car loaded with pamphlets I 

Mi\ G. E. F. Tottenham : The warnings were dropped from aero- 
planes and they were also communicated verDaiiy. 

Dr. Khan Sahib ; In what language was the pamphlet issued ? Who 
was there to read them out to the men f They are all illiterate. Another 
thing is, did the Army Secretary send motor cars and aeroplanes for 
their luggage and babies and cattle to be removed in two days ? They 
have no conveyance but nave to walk. They have to carry their loads on 
their backs. 

Ml*. J. G. Acheson : Sir, on a point of fact, they publish a now’^s- 
paper in Pushtu and English. 

Dr. Khan Salaib : 1 am very sorry that the Foreign Secretary does 
not know that the Mohmands are absolutely illiterate. He may be talk- 
ing of those people who come and live in this country but there 1 tliink 
they cannot read anythmg. Of course they read the Quran but they do 
not understand it. 

As for my Honourable friend, the Nawab Sahib, the less said the 
better. He is an adopted child of the Government (Laughter) and, 
whether right or wrong, he must stand for his nation But, luckily for 
us, and xmluckily for the Government, his speeches are so seli-condemned, 
— that it requires no answer. 

Ifix. Plresident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim; : The question 
is : 

“ Tliat the House do now adjourn.^' 

The Assembly divided : 

AYiCS— 67. 


Aaron, Mr. Samuel. 

Abdul Matin Ghaudhury, Mr. 

Abdullah, Mr, H. M. 

Asat All, Mr. M. 

Ayyaiigar, Mr M. Ananthasayanam. 
Azhar All, Mr. Muhammad. 

Ba Si, TJ. 

Baner 3 ea, Dr. P. N. 

Baqui, Mr. M. A. 

Bardaloi, Srijut N. 0. 

Bhagavan Das, Dr 

Chattopadhyaya, Mr. Amarendra Nath. 
Ohettiar, Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam. 
Ohetty, Mr. Sami Vencatachelam. 
Ohunder, Mr. N. 0. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Mr. Basanta Kumar. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Datta, Mr, AkMl Chandra 
Desai, Mr. Bhulabhai J, 

Deshmukh, Dr G- V. 

Bssak Sait, Mr. H. A. Sathar H. 
Pazl-i“Haq Piraeha, Khan Sahib Shaikh. 
Cadgil, Mr. N. V. 

Gauba, Mr. K. L. 

Ghiasuddin, Mr. M. 
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Ghulaiii Bhik Naiiang, Syed. 

G-iri, Mr. V. V. 

Govind Das, fc3eth. 

G-upta, Mr. Glianshiam Singh. 

Hosmam, Mr. S. K. 

Jedlie, Mr K. M 
Jogendra Smgii, Sirdar. 

JosM, Mr. N. M. 

Khan Sahib, Dr. 
llliaic, Dr. N. B. 

LaJchanrI Navalrai, Mr. 

M Ultra, Pandit Lakshmi Kanta. 
Malaviya, Pandit Krishna Kant. 
Mangal Singh, Saxdar. 

Muclaliar, Mr. C. N. Muthuranga. 
Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, Qazi. 
Muhammad Nauman, Mr. 

Murtuza Sahib Bahadur, Maulvi Syed. 
Nageswara Eao, Mr. K. 

Pant, Pandit G-ovind Ballabh. 
Paghubir Narayan Singh, Ohoudhri. 
Eajan, Dr. T. S. S. 

Paju, Mr. P. S. Kumaraswami. 

Eanga, Pi of, N. G-. 

Saksena, Mr. Mohan Lai. 
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Himt fcSiugii, Sardar, 

Siitjamurti, Mr. B, 

Bhaiii Lai, Mr. 

Bliaiikat Ali, Maulaaa. 

Slieodass Daga, Seth. 

Biddique Ali Khan, Khan Sahib Nawab, 
Bmgh, Mr. Bam iSTarayan. 

Bmha, Mr. Anngrah Kaxayan. 


AYJBB — 

Biniui, *\lr. Balya Xara}aii. 
Biiiha, Mr. Bhri Krishna, 
Bom, Mr. Buryya Kimiar. 
Bn i*rakasa, Mr. 
triiem Maniig, Dr. 

I'mar Aly Shah, Mr, 
Variiia, Mr. B. B. 

Vis&anji, Mr. Mathnradas. 




Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Man. 
Acheson, Mr. J. G. 

Ahmad Kawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 
Ayyar, Biwan Bahadur B. V. Krishna. 
Ayyar, Bao Bahadur A. A, Venkatarama. 
Bajpai, Sir Girja Shankar. 

'Bhat, Mr. Madhusudan Bamodar. 
Blackwell, Mr. J. H. 

Bower, Mr. B. H. M, 
Ghapman-Mortimer, Mr. T. 

Chatarji, Mr. J. M. 

Clow, Mr. A. G. 

Graik, The Honourable Six Henry. 
Baial, Br. B. B. 

Besai, Mr. S. P. 

BeSouza, Br. P. X. 

Ga;japatiraj, Maharaj Kumar Vijaya 
Ananda. 

Ghuznavi, Sir Abdul Halim. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Griffiths, Mr. P. J. 

Hands, Mr. A. 8. 

HoekenhuU, Mr. P. W. 

James, Mr. P. E. 


Lai Chand, Captain Bad Bahadur 
Chaudhri. 

Leach, Mr. P. B. 
l^ee, Mr. B. J. N. 

Lister, Mr. T. 

Lloyd, Mr. A. H. 
hiacLachlan, Mr. B. 

Milligan, Mr. J, A. 

Mitchell, The Honourable Mr. B. G. 
Moigan, Mi. G. 

Muklieigee, Bai Bahadur Sir Satya 
Oharan. 

Owen, Ml. L. 

Bigah, Bao Bahadur M. G. 

Ban, Mr. P. B. 

Bow, Mr K. Sanjiva. 

Sarma, Mr. B. S. 

Scott, Mr. J. Bamsay. 

Sher Muhammad Khan, Captain Sardar. 
Singh, Mr. Pradyumna Prashad. 

Sircar, The Honourable Sir Nripendra. 
Tottenham, Mr. G. B. P. 

Zafrullah Khan, The Honourable Sir 
Muhammad. 


The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
the 5th September, 1935. 
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Thursday^ 5th September, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Cost of India’s Delegation to the Intebnational Laboub Confebence 
AND THE League of Nations. 

122 S. Satyamurti ; (u) Will Government be pleased to state 

the cost of India’s delegation to the Labour Conference and to the League, 
separately, during each of the last hve years ^ 

(5) Has any member of such delegation, being a Prince or a rich 
merchant, ever declined to receive travelling and other allowances from 
Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : {a) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

{1) No. 


Statement showing the coat of India's delegations to the International Labour Conference 
and the Assembly of the League of Nations during the last five years. 


Year. 

Interna- 

tional 

Labour 

Conference. 

Assembly ' 
of the 
League 
of Nations. 

1930-31 

Rs. 

44,449 

Rs. 

50,552 

1931-32 

43,918 

21,428 

1932-33 

15,111 

3.710 

1933-34 . . . . . . . . 

14,967 

2,320 

1934-35 

*20,900 

1726-15-0 


’^Actual expenditure not available. Figure constitutes revised estimate. 
fActual expenditure not available. A sum of £2,550 has been provided in the re- 
vised estimate, and the figure shown above represents the expenditure incurred in India 
only. 

{ 399 ) 
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Rate Wak ik the Coasting Trade of India. 

123. '‘"Mr. S. Satyamiirti : [a) Will Crovenimeiii be pleased to slate 
wlietlier they bad any correspondence with tbe Steamer Companies con- 
cerned in the recent rate war in the coasting trade of India i 

(h) Will Governnieiit be pleased to lay on the table such correspond- 
ence in order to allay and dis])ei the feeling that Government were power- 
less and were nnwilling to protect Indian shipping interests i 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafnillah Khan : (a) It pre- 
sumed that the Honourable Member infers to the rate war betwt^en the 
Conference Lines and the Small Shipping Companies on the West Coast 
of India last year. If that is so, the reply is in the affirmative. 

(&) Tbe differences between the Companies were settled by an Award 
made by my predecessor after a Conference of the parties held last Janu- 
ary, and Government have no x’eason to suppose that Indian shipping 
interests feel that Government are unwilling or powerless to assist thmn. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : Has the Honourable Member’s attention been 
drawn to the recent rate war with ^regard to shipping in Buma f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The question does 
not relate to Burma. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : The question does not relate to any particular 
place ; it relates to the coasting trade of India. India so far includes 
Burma. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I should require 
notice of that question. The original question did not make it clear. 

Mr. S. Sat3ramurti : Has the Honourable Member’s attention been 
drawn, after he took charge of his office, to any such feeling on the part 
of Indian shipping interests, as is referred to in clause (Z?) of the ques- 
tion ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : So far as the west 
coast lines are concerned, no 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : With regard to any other coasting lines, has 
the Honourable Member’s attention been drawn to that feeling in 
Indian shipping interests 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafnillah Khan : There was some 
correspondence received from a company in Rangoon with regard to the 
rates on the Burma line. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Has the Honourable Member taken any action 
mi that representation ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : As the rate uar 
m that instance was found to have been started by the company itself 
which complained, no action was taken. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is the rate war still going on ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have no lu- 
lormation on that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable Member enquiie and find 
out whether it is going on now ? 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I cannot unde^^- 
take to do so, but I will look into the matter. 

Applications fob Protection op Industries, 

124. S Satyamijurti : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
from how^ many industries they have received applications for protection 
during each of the last five years ? 

(h) How many of these cases did they send to the Tariff Board f 

(c) On how many of these have the Tariff Board reported ? 

(d) On how many of these have Government taken action f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; (a) : 

N timber of applications 
received. 


1931 ., .. ..7. 

1932 . . . . . . . 11 

1933 . . . . . . . . 42 

1934 . . . . . . , . 19 

1935 till the end of August . . . . 7 


(A), (c) and {d). I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
statement laid on the table of the House in reply to part (5) of Professor 
N. G. Kanga^s question No. 478 on the 23rd February, 1935, Since that 
date the reports of the Tariff Board on the question of the removal of 
tariff inequality in respect of shuttles and the grant of protect ioji to the 
Woollen Textile Industry have been received With the exception of 
these reports and the report on the removal of tariff inequality in respect 
of carbon brushes necessary action has been taken on ail reports. A 
Eesolution indicating the action proposed in regard to the last named 
report, that is to say, the report on carbon brushes, was published in the 
Gazette of India, l^art 1, dated the 23rd March, 1935, a copy of which has 
been placed in the Library. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I take it then that there are three reports 
now pending before the Government from the Tariff Board ? 

y 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Two. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know for how long they have been 
pending consideration by the Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : So far as the 

Woollen Textile Industry Report is concerned, only a few weeks. I have 
not available the information wuth regard to the second one. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the normal period which Government 
take to consider a Tariff Board report ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : There is no 
normal period ; it depends upon each individual report. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : How long will Government take to finish the 
consideration of the two reports now pending before them f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I do not think it. 
will ^ake very long^ although I could not fix any date. 

L181LAD a2 



402 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [5tH Sep. 1935. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : When do Governnient propone to review 
working of the Tariff Board ? 

The Honourable Sir Miihammad Zafrnllah Khan : That does not 
arise out of this question. 

Cost ikcurbeb by the Goveexmext ue Ixbia ix the Tbaxsport of British 

Troops and Officers. 

125. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : {a) Will Goyerniuent be pleased to 
the cost incurred by them m the transport of British troo])s and officers 
to and from India when they are joining service, or when they are retir- 
ing, or on leave, during each of the years 1932-33, 1933-34 and 1934-35 ? 

(5) How much of this cost %vas paid to private shipping enterprise 
and to whom ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : {a) and (5). The expenditure incurred 
in England on the transport of British troops and officers during each 
of the years 1932-33, 1933-34 and 1931-35 was as follows : 

Es. 

1932- 33 . . . . . . 49,36,080 

1933- 34 . . . . . . 54,67,933 

1934 35 . . . . . . 59,84,000 

Most of this expenditure represents India’s share of the troop traii&port 
service which is paid for through the War Office. No figures are avail- 
able of amounts paid by the India Office to private shipping firms on 
account of individual passages engaged by them. 

The statement wiiich I am laying on the table in reply to part (5) of 
the question ghes the information asked for in respect of expenditure in- 
curred in India. 


Statement showing amounts ^aid to various shipping enterprise oyi account of packet, freight 

and Lee coyicession passages. 


Shipping Company. 

1932-33. 

1933-34. 

1934-35. 


Es, 

Es. 

Es. 

I. Peninsular Oriental S. N. Co. 

13,10,798 

12,50,518 

13,36,549 

2. British India S. N. Co. . . 

.78,281 

78,587 

99,138 

3. Orient S. N. Co. 

21,336 

6,750 

25,172 

4, Ellarman’s^City & Hall Line 

1,07,644 

1,52,280 

1,03,276 

6. Anchor Line . . ' . . 

1,83,906 

1,70,610 

1,52,945 
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Shipping Company. 

1932-33. 

1933-34. 

1934-35. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

6. Bibby Line . . 

38,858 

28,138 

29,870 

7. Henderson Line 

28,845 

11,970 

15,246 

8. Lloyd Tnestine Lme . . 

1,67,973 

1,48,144 

1,45,594 

9. Imperial Airways, Ltd. 

16,392 

19,120 

51,918 

10. Indian National Airways Coy. . . 



1,680 

11. Canadian Pacific Line 

2,920 

2,145 

3,900 

12. N. Y. K. Line 

6,217 

3,775 

5,527 

13. Bine Funnel Line 

54 

7,513 

1,640 

14. Cunard Line . . 

374 


2,747 

15. Hansa Line . . 



1,613 

16. Indian African Line 

560 

1,210 

3,549 

17. Aberdeen Commonwealth Line . . 

3,081 


•• 

18. Messageries Maritimes 

267 

987 


19. Union Castle Line 

1,000 


2,812 

20. Union Steamship Coy. of New Zealand. . . 

1,600 



21. Indo-China S. N. Co 

325 

1,056 


22. East Asiatic Line 



2,805 

23. Dollar Lme 

1,063 


4,434 

24. Royal Dutch Mail (Rotterdamsche Lloyd) 

2,389 


4,189 

25. C. S. K. Line 

710 

I 

•• 

Total 

19,74,592 

18,82,603 

19,94,604 


Mr. S, Satyamurti : May 1 take it, therefore, that no Indian ship- 
ping interest had any share in this expenditure ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : There is a list of about 25 different ship- 
ping companies to whom payments are made. I do not think any of 
them are Indian shipping companies, and that would not be so, because 
the traffic is between England and India. 
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HiXFANSION IN THE EOYAL INDIAN I^IaBINE AND FACILITIES FOR THE 

Training of Indians. 

126. ’^Mr. S. Satyamttrti : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
Wliether, and it vso, what expansion in the Royal Indian Marine they are 
eontmpialiiig ? 

(&) What facilities they propose to give for the training of Indian 
officers and men in connection with the defence of India at sea f 

Mr. 6. R, F. Tottenham : The Hononrable Member should know 
that the Royal Indian Marine has been replaced by the Royal Indian 
Xavy. 

(fi) None at the moment. 

(5) Facilities already exist at the Indian Naval Dockyard in Bombay 
for the training of ratings for the Royal Indian Navy, fts Indian 
officers receive their initial training in England, mainly at Royal Naval 
establishments or in Royal Navy vessels. 

Mr. S, Satyamnrti : How many Indians are being trained as officers 
at the present moment ? 

Mr. G. R. F Tottenham : I should require notice. I think five or 
six are under training at the present moment. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : How many of them are being trained in India 
and how many in England 1 

Mr. 6. R. F. Tottenham : All the officers are trained in England. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are there no facilities for training in India ? 

Ktr. G. R. F. Tottenham : There is no training of officers in India. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are there any proposals for their training m 
India f 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : No, Sir. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : Is there no Indian who has 
finished his training ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Yes. There are a good many of them v/ho 
are already serving in the Royal Indian Navy. They have all been 
trained. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : Why are there no proposals for training in 
India Indian officers for the defence of India at sea f 

Mr. 6. R|. F. Tottenham : In order to train Indian naval officers in 
India, it would be necessary to establish a training centre, and that 
would be very expensive for the extremely small naval force that we 
maintain. It would not be possible to train naval officers at the Indian 
Military Academy at Dehra Dun, and we should have to have a sepa- 
rate institution at Bombay or elsewhere and the expense would be out of 
all proportion to our requirements. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is expense any consideration of the Army 
Depart;ment of the Government ? 

Mr. G. R. F, Tottenham : Oh, yes. Constantly. 
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Eevision oe the Maximum and Minimum Charges on the Indian Railways. 

127. '^Mr. S. Satyamurti : (cx) Will Govermnout be pleased to state 
what steps they are taking for a revision of the maximimi and minimnin 
charges on the Indian Railways ? 

(i) Have they received representations from the Railways expressing 
their desire to charge under the minimum, through the fear that they 
would otherwise lose the traffic ? 

(c) In how many cases have they permitted the Railways to go under 
the minimum f 

(d) On what basis were these minima fixed and when ! 

(e) Are Government prepared to associate non-official businessmen 
with the task of readjusting the minimum and maximum at present fixed 
and also of revising the classification under Railways generally, which has 
become obsolete ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) The question of revising the Indian Railways' 
General Classification of Goods, which determines the limits within 
■which Railway Administrations majr fix freight rates, was referred to 
the Indian Railway Conference Association in 1933 for recommenda- 
tions as to the statistics that should be compiled before any action could 
be taken to consider on what lines the revision should be based. The 
Association appointed a Special Committee in April, 1934, to report on 
the statistics that would be necessary. The report of this Committee 
was considered by the Association at their meeting in October, 1934, 
when they recommended that as an alternative to the compila'fcion of 
statistics proposed which would involve an initial expenditure of perhaps 
about Rs 20 lakhs, the Calcutta group of Railways should examine 
whether the revision could not be made on other lines with less preli- 
minary expenditure. The point was further considered by the Assoeia- ^ 
tion at a meeting in March, 1935, and in accordance with the recom- 
mendations then made by the Association, a Committee appointed by 
them met representatives of commerce, industry and agriculture at Delhi 
on the 29th July, 1935, for an informal discussion. Meantime, the 
Calcutta group of Railways are pursuing their investigation and their 
repoid will be considered at the meeting of the Conference Association 
m October next when their conclusions and final recommendations will 
be submitted to the Railway Board. 

(h) No. 

(c) Except as regards coal, I have not been able to trace any case in 
which rates for public traffic below the prescribed minima have been per- 
mitted. 

(d) The existing minima of l|10th pie in some eases and l|6th pie in 
others were prescribed in 1891 ; the former was for commodities of low 
value and was apparently fixed as it approximated to the average cost of 
carrying goods on State lines at the time. The latter was for higher class 
goods and was the average rate then earned over State lines. 

(e) It has always been the intention of Government to consult trade 
and commercial interests before coming to any final conclusions in regard 
to the revision of the classification of goods. 
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Mr. S. Satyamiirti : In view of the present position of the railways 
and of the increasing road competition, will the Honourable Member 
be good enongh to say whether the Government of India will expedite 
a decision on this matter, so as to give proper facilities to the traffic, 
and also earn maxinmiii revenue for the railways 1 

Mr. P. R. Eau : Government will do their best to expedite the 
consicieration of this matter. 

Mr. N. M. JosM : May 1 ask wiiether the reply of the Honour- 
able Member referred only to rates on goods traffic and not to passenger 
traffic 

Mr. P. R. Ran : The question referred to goods traffic and not to 
passenger traffic. 

Mr. N. M. JosM : May I refer the Honourable Member to the 
terms of the question itself ? It says : 

“ Will Government be pleased to state wiiat steps they are taking for the revision 
of the maximum and minimum charges on railways 

I do not think there is anything there about passenger or goods 
charges. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : I meant only goods traffic. 

Mr. N. M. JosM : May I ask the Honourable Member whether he had 
read the question carefully ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : As a matter of fact, maximum and minimum 
charges are usuallj^ associated with goods traffic and not with passenger 
traffic. 

Blr. S. Satyamiirti : Here I agree with the Government. 

Mr, N. M. JosM : Even for the passenger traffic, there are 
maximum and minimum charges 

Mr. P. E. Rau : By maximum and minimum charges the Honourable 
Member generally refers to goods traffic and the Honourable the ques- 
tioner has himself admitted that he had goods traffic in mind. 

Mints at Calcutta and Bombay. 


128. ^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) the net cost of the working of the mint at : 

(i) Calcutta, and 
(n) Bombay ; 

(б) what work is done at Calcutta, which is not being done in 

Bombay ; 

(<?) whether Government have considered the desirability of 
abolishing one of the two mints in the interests of economy f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) Attention is invited to 
Account No. 63 of the Finance and Revenue Accounts for the year 
1933-34 which gives the full details of the receipts and expenditure of 
the two mints for that year (the last year for which complete accounts 
are available). 
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(h) All coinage work for the Government of India is at present 
being done at the Calcutta Mint which also carries out coinage work for 
the Indian States, the manufacture of medals and other miscellaneous 
work. The work in the Bombay Mint is at present confined to refining 
and assaying gold and silver. In 1934-35 some coinage of Hong Kong 
dollars was undertaken at this Mint on payment. 

(c) The question is still under consideration. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government considered the question 
from the point of view of economy ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Yes, Sir, and also any other 
consideration which may be relevant. The prime consideration is 
economy. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is the Bombay mint well equipped to carry on 
all the work, which the Government may require it to do f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : It is not quite, but it could 
easily be made so. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : When do Government hope to come to a 
decision ? May I ask for some expedition ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : There are various disturbing 
factors at present. An unusually high demand for small coins has 
manifested itself in recent years, and that is a fact which I should like 
to study before coming to a final decision. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know whether, after the establish- 
ment of the Reserve Bank, there will be any likelihood of one of the 
mints being abolished 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I do not think the establish- 
ment of the Reserve Bank affects the mints at all. The supply of 
subsidiary coinage is still a function of the Government and not of the 
Reserve Bank. 


Passage or Geeman Aeeoplanes ovee India. 

129. ^*’Mr. S. Satyamurti : {a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they have received any representations for the passage of German 
aeroplanes over India and the use of Indian aerodromes for the Berlin- 
Shanghai air route 1 

(6) Have Government come to any decision in this matter ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) No. Government are, 
however, aware of a proposal by the Deutsche Luft Hansa, a German 
company, to operate an air service from Europe to China via India. 
Permission was granted for the flight of one German aeroplane over India 
en route to China in September, 1934. 

(5) Does not arise. 

Mr. S- Satyamurti : How many foreign countries are now having 
permission to fly aeroplanes over India ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : The Honourable Member 
presumably refers to regular air services. There is the British line, 
an Indian line, a Dutch line and a French line. 
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Mr, S* Satyamiirti : Is there any principle observed by the (jovern- 
iiient in granting or refusing the grant of permission, and, if so, wliat is 
it 1 


The Honourable Mr* D. G. Mitchell : The question Is somewhat 
vagtie. I do not quite follow Avhat the Honoux'able Member means. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What are the eoiisuleratioms which Aveigli 
With the GoA'ernment in giving or refusing permission to other coun- 
tries, that is, foreign countries, outside the Empire, Avhen they Avant to 
run aeroplanes oA^er India regularly ’ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : So far I am not aware that 
Ave have refused permission to any regular air service. So long as we 
have the ground organisation in working order, we are prepared to alloAV 
any foreign country to operate a regular air service across India in 
accordance Avith the ordinary International liegiilations. 

Disabilities op Indian Residents in Singapobe. 

130 '"Mr S. Satyamurti : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
Avliether they haA^e heard that the Indian residents in Singapore are not 
receiving proper treatment and full legal rights, and whether the Govern- 
ment of India ever represented this matter to the Colonial Office ? 

(6) Have Government received any complaint of the inadequacy of 
advice and facilities given to Indians by the British Councils in Java f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (6). No, Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is that a technical answer (I mean no offence), 
or do Government say that they have no knowledge at all of the ill- 
treatment of Indians in Singapore 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : It is not a technical answer. On 
receipt of the notice of this question I actually made inquiries from 
the Agent of the Government of India in the Federated Malay States 
and the Straits Settlements, and lie says he is not aivare of any ill- 
treatment of Indians. If my Honourable friend Avill give me any 
specific instances, I shall be very glad to make inquiries. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Is it a fact that there are certain parks to 
which Indians cannot have admission ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : No, Sir. I have no information to that 
effect. 


Manupactubb op Aeboplanes in India. 

131. **Mr. S Satyamurti : (a) Will GoA’^eriiment be pleased to state 
whether they are aware that the progress of aviation in India is materially 
checked on account of the cost of imported aeroplanes 

(b) In connection with the air defence of India has the Military 
Department represented to Government that it is essential that the aero- 
planes should be manufactured in this country f 

(c) Whht steps are Government taking to promote the manufacture 
of aeroplanes in India f 
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(d) Have Government made any enquiries whether all the materials 
for the making of an aeroplane are not available in the country f 

(e) In any negotiatiorus with the manufacturers of aeroplanes, do' 
Government propose to give equal opportunity and preference to an 
Indian company f 

The Honourable Mr D. 6. Mitchell : {a) No. It is true that the 
cost of aeroplanes in India is higher than in the countries of origin, but 
the market in India is at present so small that the cost of manufacturf^ 
in India would almost certainly be prohibitive. 

(&) No. 

(c) The first stage in the development of a manufacturing industry 
is the assembly of imported manufactured components. This business is 
lieing developed both by aircraft operators in India and by agents of the 
manufacturing firms. With business at its present volume it would be 
unwise to accelerate the process artificially. 

(d) The component parts of an aeroplane contain a large variety 
of materials which are developed to a very high standard of perfection in 
the course of manufacture. For reasons which I have already given, 
nianufacture in India is not at present possible, and the only profitable 
line of enquiry is in connection with raw materials. An investigation 
into the suitability of Indian timber for use in the manufacture of air- 
craft is in progress. 

{e) Does not arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; May T take it, therefore, that there are no 
negotiations contemplated with the manufacturers of aeroplanes? I 
am talking of clause (e) of the question. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell ; There are no negotiations at 
present going on for the manufacture of aeroplanes in India 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to clause (a) of the question, 
have Government considered the possibility of developing a market out- 
side India ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : That would be even more un- 
profitable, when there is no market in India itself. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May T take it, therefore, that we can never 
compete with foreign countries at some time or other ? 

The Honourable Mr D. G. Mitchell : As soon as the demand in 
India grows large enough to justify the erection of a manufacturing plant 
for the manufacture of aeroplanes at a reasonable cost, then, after satis- 
fying the Indian demand, we may perhaps hope that India itself will 
be able to get into the position of an exporting country. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will my Honourable friend, in conjunction with 
his colleague to his left, develop a demand for the manufacture of 
aeroplanes ? 


Amendment oe the Indian Companies Act. 

132 S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether Mr. Sen, the Special Officer in connection with the 
revision of the Indian Companies Act, has submitted his 
report ; 
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(6) wlien tliis report will be piibiislied ; 

(o) wlietber it is tbe intention of Government to appoint a com- 
mittee consisting of a businessman, a chartered accountant 
and a senior Registrar of (Companies, to consider the issues 
and make their recommendations, on which a Bill could be 

framed ; 

(d) when Government propose to introduce a Bill amending the 
Indian Companies Act 1 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar: (a), (b) and (V/0- The 
Honourable Hember is referred to the reply given to Mr. B. Das’s 
starred question No 1068 on the 27th March, 1935. 

(c) Government have received opinions of the Registrar of Com- 
panies, of Calcutta, J^ladras and Bombay, and also opinions of business- 
men, and they are still receiving further opinions. Government has not 
yet decided whether the appointment of a Committee will be necessary. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Sir, since the last answer was given, has any 
progress been made ^ 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Yes, Sir ; I believe there is 
another question directed to that, but I have no objection to giving the 
information to my Honourable friend. Since the last answer was given, 
we have received, not only further opinions, but certain bodies represent- 
ing mercantile interests have also made certain representations to ns. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government aware of the imperative and 
urgent need for the amendment of this Act, and will they be good enough 
to expedite it ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I can assure my Honourable 
friend that I am doing my very best to expedite it, and I am losing no 
time over it. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know, with respect to clause (d)^ 
when the report will be published ^ 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I have got to refer my 
Honourable friend to the answer given on the previous occasion. TIrere 
is no intention of doing so at present. The report is purely departmental. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I also know from the Honourable 
Member if Mr. Sen has given any attention to the question of Provident 
Funds in Karachi ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : If there is no desire to pub- 
lish that confidential departmental report, I am not going to disclose part 
of it by answering this question. 

Plight or Indiaks in regabd to the Clove Teade in Zanzibae. 

133. S. Satyamurti : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they have seen a copy of the views of the London Chamber of 
Commerce, desiring that the clove trade in Zanzibar should be run as a 
monopoly trade by the Clove Growers Association f 

(i) Is it true that Mr. Menon’s report also has expressed an appre- 
hension on this matter ? 
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((") If tliis IS true, are Government prepared to consider fche plight 
of tlie Indian merchants 'who have built up the clove trade in Zanzibar f 

{d) What do Government propose to do about it f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) The Honourable Member presum- 
ably refers to certain Press reports of an alleged resolution of the London 
Chamber of Commerce, criticising certain functions of the Clove 
Growers’ Association. Government are informed that the reports are 
iiicorreet. The Chamber passed no resolution on the subject. 

(Z>) Yes. 

(c) and ((f). The attention of the Honourable Member is invited 
to the reply given by me yesterday to ins question No. 118. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : But, are Government doing anything to pro- 
tect the rights of Indian merchants, in view of this possibility, because 
Mr. Menon expressed an apprehension in this matter ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Sir, Mr. Menon ’s report was primarily 
concerned with what he apprehende(i w^ouid result from the operation of 
the Clove Growers* Decree, and, as 1 explained to my Honourable friend 
yesterday, at the stage when he wrote the report, it was merely an appre- 
hension. Since then the matter has been the subject of correspondence 
between the Government of India and the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, and the Secretary of State for the Colonies says that the local 
authorities say that those apprehensions have not been realised in fact ; and 
Government are now aiming at ascertaining the exact facts with a 
vie^v to deterniinmg what action is needed. 

BIr. S. Satyamurti : Are they in a position to say that the Clove 
Growers’ Association has definitely dropped this proposal ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I do not know which particular proposal 
my Honourable friend is referring to. The Clove Growers’ Association 
was brought into being for the purpose of being put in a privileged 
position as regards the purchasing of cloves from the producer. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have they dropped this proposal to run this, 
as a monopoly trade ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Strictly, in the legal sense of the wmrdSy 
there m no monopoly, so far as the export business is concerned^ the 
Clove Growers’ Association is exporting, and there are at least six other 
firms — ^I am speaking from memory — ^who are also exporting, private 
firms. 

Establishment oe a London Bbanch oe the Eesebve Bank oe India. 

134. "^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) when they propose to establish a London Branch of the Re- 

serve Bank of India ; 

(b) on the Branch being established, whether Government propose 

to place the whole of their London balances with the Reserve 

Bank ; and 

(c) what is the amount of their balances and with whom they are 

at present on deposit or on loan ? 
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The HoneiiraMe Sir JaBies Grigg : (rii G<neriinuHit hiv informed 
hy ike Reserve Bank that thor hope to be in a position to establish 
the London Branch about the beguiniiig of Oeiober 

(5) Rince the Reserve Bank assumed its full baiikinu' fiiiietions 
on the 1st of July, Governmeiil are jdacing the whole of their !>ahnim‘s 
b<dli in India and London with it and the Secretary of Rtate s balance 
is being reclueed to a Current Account which he maintains with the 
Bank of England to fiiltil his statutory reipiirements. 

(e) The amount of Government balance with the Reserve Bank 
can be ascertained from the statements Avliich the latter publishes 
weekly. The Reserve Bank is bound to keep the Secretary of State’s 
balance with the Bank of England at a figure sufficient to meet his 
requirements from time to time and has full discretion to employ the 
remainder as and where it pleases subject to the provisions of the 
Reserve Bank Act. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : As a matter of fact, where are they placing 
these balances — the balances remaining over after the minimmn neces- 
sary to meet the Secretary of State's statutory requirements ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : T have not the recent returns 
before me, but I shall be quite glad to show them to the Honourable 
Member and he can see quite readily how much of the balances are 
kept in India and how much are kept in sterling* securities. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are they being kept to the best advantage of 
this country ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Sir, the Indian Legislature 
having decided to entrust the control of that sort of thing to the 
Reserve Bank, I must assume that the Bank will do it better than the 
Government of India did it in the past. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Will the management of our loan policy in 
London be entrusted to the Reserve Bank of India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : So long as the present regime 
holds, Le.f until the new Government of India Act comes into opera- 
tion, the Secretary of State remains responsible for sterling loans in 
London. 


Purchase oe Stores made abroad. 


135. ^‘Mr. S. Satyamurti : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the result of the scrutiny by the Indian Stores Department of indents by 
Government Departments sent to the London Stores Department through 
the High Commissioner f ^ 

(b) Is it true that the purchases made abroad are on the increase in 
spite of this precaution and that many items arc still being purchased 
abroad, which are either made in India, or could be produced in India f 

(c) Is it true that the rupee tender system is not strictly applied to 
purchases for : 

(i) the Master-General of Supplies, 

(ii) the Canteen Control Syndicate, 
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(Hi) the Chief Controller of Stores of various Eailways, and 
(iv) the Railway Board ? 

(d) If this IS so, what is the reason for the departure from this 
system recommended by the Legislature and accepted by Government ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) The information desired 
by the Honourable Member’ is contained in the Annual Administration 
Reports of the Indian Stores Department which are available in the 
Library of the House. The Report for 1934-35 will he published 
shortly. 

(h) There was an increase in the value of the purchases during 
1934-35, but there has been no departure from the Stores Purchase 
Rules 

(r) Tlie Master General of the Ordnance, the Railway Board 
and the State-managed Railways strictly observe the rupee tender 
system. The Company-managed Railways are free, under the terms 
of tlieir contracts with the Secretary of State, to make their own, 
arrangements for the purchase of stores and cannot be compelled to 
adopt the rupee tender system, though efforts are being made to 
induce them to adopt it as far as possible. The system does not apply 
to the Canteen Contractors Syndicate, which is a private contiern 

(d) Does not arise. ^ 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Sir, with reference to the answer to clause (Z?) 
of the question, may I know the reason for the increased purchases 
abroad f 

The Honourable Mr. D, G. Mitchell : The increase was almost 
entirely due to special purchases of equipment made on behalf of the 
Royal Air Force. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : "With reference to the answer to clause (c) 
of the question — I did not hear my Honourable friend clearly — may I 
take it that of the four classes mentioned there, except two, all others 
observe the rupee tender system strictly ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. 6. Mitchell : I am sorry I did not hear the 
Honourable Member clearly. Will he kindly repeat the question ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to clause (c) of 
the question, may I know if, of the four categories I«have mentioned 
there, all of them observe the rupee tender system, except two f 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : That is correct. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know what are the functions of this 
piivate concern, what Departments of the Government they supply, 
V'hat they supply, and what the values of their supplies are ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : I am afraid I must require 
notice of that question. I know nothing about the Canteen Contractors 
Syndicate. 


Return on the Total Capital Cost op New Delhi. 

136. ^Mr. S Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state 
what return on the total capital cost (including interest) of New Delhi 
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tliey I’eceived during the years 1933-34 and 1934-35, stated as percentage 
on the total outlay ? 

The Honourable Mx. D. G. Mitchell : The information is being col- 
lected and a reply will be placed on the table of the House in due 
course. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti ; Have Government any proposal to increase 
this inadequate return ? 

The Honourable Mr. D G. Mitchell ; Can the Honourable Aleinber 
ask a supplementary question on an answer which has not j et been 
given ? 

Mr. B. Das ; May I remind the Honourable Member for Industries 
that the Accountant General, in connection with the Appropriation 
Accounts of 1933-34 on the civil works, miide out the receipts that are 
coming in in respect of buildings in certain areas, and that he esti- 
maied^the actual returns that are coming in in respect of those build- 
ings Was not the attention of the Honourable Member drawn by 
anybody of his Department to those remarks ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G Mitchell : I suggest Honourable Mem- 
bers wait and see the figures given in the reply before they ask supple- 
mentaries 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government satisfied that they are getting 
an adequate return on the capital outlay on New Delhi ? 

Return on the Total Capital Cost op Sukkur Barrage. 

137. ’’'Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state 
what return on the total capital cost (including interest) of Sukkur 
Barrage they received during the years 1933-34 and 1934-35, stated as 
percentage on the total outlay ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The figures for 1933-34 are given 
in Account No. 33 of the Finance and Revenue Accounts for that year, 
copies of which are in the library. The accounts for 1934-35 are not 
yet ready. 

Mr. B. Das : Is the Bombay Government paying any interest on 
this loan ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The Honourable Member had 
better look into the account first and then put supplementary questions. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have the respective liabilities of the Bombay 
Government of the new province of Sind, and of the Government of 
India in respect of this Sukkur Barrage, been settled ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : No, but I thinly they are in the 
process of being settled. 

Negotiations por a Trade Agreement with the Irish Free State. 

138. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : (g) Will Government he pleased to state 
how far' the negotiations for a trade treaty have advanced with the Irish 
Free State ? 

' (5) What are tlie principal difSculties and objections ? 
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(g) Wlio is negotiating on behalf of the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Sir Miihanamad Zafrnllah Khan : (a) Negotiations 
are still m progress. 

(h) I am not yet in a position to make any statement on the 
subject. 

fc) The High Commissioner for India is conducting the negotia- 
tions on behalf of the Government of India and under their mstrue- 
tioiis, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : For how long, have the negotiations been 
going on ? 

The Bononrable Sir Muhammad Zafruilah Khan : I cannot say 
exactly, 

Mr. T S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : What is the answer to clause 
(/>) ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafruilah Khan : I am not yet in 
a position to make any statement on the subject as to what the diffi- 
culties are. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the latest information with reference 
to answer to part (c) of the question I I am not asking about diffi- 
culties, but I want to know what is the latest stage of these negotia- 
tions. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafruilah Khan : The latest stage 
is that they are progressing and correspondence is being exchanged 

Prof IST. G Ranga : Do Government give any trade preference to 
the Irish Free State commodities ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : The subject is 
being discussed and certain proposals are being examined by the Gov- 
ernment of India. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the regime today ? Are we giving 
any preference to Irish Free State goods f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafruilah Khan : Not so far as I 

am aware. 

Prof. N. G Ranga : Is the balance of trade in favour of India f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafruilah Khan : Heavily. 

Negotiations fob a Trade Agreement with Canada. 

139. ^Mr. S Satyamurti : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
how far the negotiations for a trade treaty have advanced with Canada 

(b) What are the principal difficulties and objections ? 

(c) Who is negotiating on behalf of the Government of India ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafruilah Khan : (a) The pro- 
posals of the Canadian Government are at present under the considera- 
tion of the Government of India ; 

(6) I am not yet in a position to make any st^itement on the 
subject. 

LlSlIiAD B 
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(c) Tile negotiations are being conducted by direct corresponil- 
euce between the Governments of India and Canada. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : For how long, have these iiegotiatiouh !)een 
going on i 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrnllah Khan : For soioe 
months. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : When do they hope to finish ' 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah : In the course of thi‘ 
next few months. 

Governor General’s Recommendations with regard to the 
Supplementary Deimands under the General and Railway Budgets. 

140. '‘'Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
be pleased to state : 

(a) the date or dates of the Governor General’s recoiiiiiieiidation& 
under section 67 of the Act with regard to the supplementary 
demands under the General and Railway budgets for the 
year ; 

(h) the form in which that recommendation is made ; and 

(c) whether a copy of the recommendations will be placed on the 
table of the House, and if not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) There were no supple- 
mentary demands for Railways during the current year The 
Governor General’s recommendation for the supplementary demands 
under the General budget was obtained on the 4th April. 

{b) and (c). This is purely a domestic matter and there is no 
specific form in which the recommendation is made. I would invite 
reference to the ruling given by the Chair on the 30th March, 1935, 
that a recommendation of the Governor General for a certain appropria- 
tion of revenues need not be communicated to the Assembly in a 
formal manner through the Chair. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : What is the informal manner in which they 
are usually communicated ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is a question on which the 
Honourable Member Las already been answered. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I want to know whether the recommendation 
is actually made. I want to know whether the Governor General at 
all makes the recommendation, or whether the Members of Govern- 
ment simply say that he has made the recommendation ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The Honourable Member had 
better put that question to the legal authorities 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : I want to know, for the purpose of the en- 
lightenment of this House, whether this recommendation was actually 
made by the Governor General as an obligation on the part of the 
authorities to the Members of this House f 
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Sir Lancelot CJraliain : Onr position remains nnchanged. The 
actual publication of the blue book which contains the demands is 
evidence enough of the fact that a recommendation was made. I 
think you, Sir, were satisfied at the time, but I am sorry to say that 
we have not been able to satisfy my Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti. 
The endorsement of the recommendation of the blue book has been 
made merely to comfort my friend. It is quite unnecessary constitu- 
tionally. 

Allotment oe certain Shares oe the Reserve Bank to the Employees 
OE THE Imperial Bank of India. 

141. *Mr. S Satyamurti : Will the Honourable the Pinanee Member 
be pleased to state : 

{a) whether it is a fact that certain shares in the Reserve Bank 
were promised to the employees of the Imperial Bank of 
India, before or after the allotment to the general public ; 

(6) if so, how many and on what principle or authority ,* and 

(c) whether it is a fact that shares which are refused to the 
general public are being allotted to the employees of the 
Imperial Bank, and if so, for what reasons ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) No. 

\b) Does not arise. 

(c) No. 

Creation oe an Additional Post oe Secretary in the Finance 

Department. 

142. "^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable tbe Finance Member 
be pleased to state : 

{a) whether it is a fact that an additional post of Secretary, or 
Assistant, or Under Secretary is being created in the Finance 
Department of the Government of India ,* 

(5) if so, for what reason ; and 

(c) whether it is not a fact that a not inconsiderable share of the 
work of the Finance Department has been taken over by the 
Reserve Bank ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Tbe Reserve Bank of India 
has taken over the currency functions of the Government of India which 
were previously performed by the Currency Department. The work of 
the Finauce Department of the Government of India itself has not been 
appreciably affected by the inauguration of the Reserve Bank. 

A post of Additional Secretary in the Department was created last 
winter in connection with the inauguration of the Reserve Bank. This 
post was held by Sir James Taylor till his appointment on the 11th 
February last as Deputy Governor of the Bank. It then lapsed. A 
post of Additional Secretary was again created with effect from the 29th 
March, 1935, and Mr. J G Nixon was appointed to it in order to deal 
with the special financial problems which arise in connection with the 
L18ILAD b2 
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crealion of new Provinees and the inception of ProYincial Antononi}% all 
of which is, of course, new work It has been found necessary to afford 
Mr. Nixon some assistance, and Mr K. C. Srinivasan, a Class II Officer 
of the Indian Audit and Accounts SerYiee, has been placed on special 
duly in the Department for the purpose from the 24th July, 1935, for a 
period of three mouths. It is proposed further to appoint temporarily 
an Additional Under Secretary to meet the growth of 'work in the 
Department. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Who sanctions these extra appointments ? 
Is it the Finance Department f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I am afraid I do. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I take it, therefore, that the petitioner 
and the judge are the same in this case ’ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Unfortunately, Sir, that is only 
too true, 

Mr. S Satyamurti : For how many years have these temporary 
appointments been going on in this Department ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I am afraid my memory goes 
back only to 15 months. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : All this time, they have been having extra 
appointments ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Most of the time. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : "When do Government hope to have this 
Department reduced to its sanctioned strength, and not have these extra 
appointments ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I should have thought from the 
views which the Honourable Member has expressed that the Finance 
Department ought to be strengthened and not weakened. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Strengthened by the individuals beeoffiing more 
intelligent and more efficient, and not by adding to the number of officers 
uselessly ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : How can that be done f 

Negotiations fob the Indo-Bubman Tbabe Agbeement. 

143 '‘"Mr. S Satyamurti : Will thei Honourable the Commerce Mem- 
ber be ple<:.sed to state : 

(a) whether the negotiations for the Indo-Burman Trade Agree- 
ment have been completed ; 

(h) if not, at what stage they are at present ; 

(c) whether Government propose to place the matter before the 

Assembly during this session ; and 

(d) if not, why not 1 

I do not want answers to parts (a) and (6), as they have already 
been answered. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That is what I 
was going to say myself. 
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(c) and (d). The Honourable Member will have noticed that the 
agi’eement has been drawn up in the form of provisional draft Orders in 
Council. These Orders will not assume final shape till they have been 
considered by Parliament under the procedure laid down m sections 309 
and 475 of the Government of India Act. The Government of India 8 re, 
therefore, of opinion that no useful purpose would be served by these 
Orders being discussed in the House at this stage. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government of opinion that Parliament 
will not pay any weight to the opinion of this House, before confirming 
these draft Orders in Council f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have not said 
that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Then why do Government say that no useful 
purpose will be served by discussing that matter in this House ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan As these draft 
Orders in Council have not yet been issued, any opinion expressed at 
this stage could serve no useful purpose. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I take it, therefore, that Government pro- 
pose that, after these draft Orders in Council are issued, and before they 
are confirmed by Parliament, this House will be given an opportunity 
to discuss these draft Orders in Council, and express its opinion on 
them ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I cannot under- 
take to afford that opportunity. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : May I know the reasons wdiy Government 
refuse to undertake the elementary duty of consulting public opinion in 
this country f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government have 
in their possession a good deal of public opinion expressed on this subject 
in ibis country. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Do Government think that this Assembly is not 
ihe best authority to express the public opinion of India on this vital 
matter f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have not said 
that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why, then, do Government not propose to 
give an opportunity to this Assembly to express its opinion on this 
matter ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have explained 
my position. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : What is that position f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The position is 
that the matter is at a stage when it cannot be discussed in this House. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is it too early to discuss it ! 
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The HoBOTirable Sir Muhammad Zafrallah Khan : There will be 
time enoiij^h for this House to express it opinion on the two agreements 
when they are issued as Orders in ConnciL 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : I want to know if liie Honourable Member 
proposes to consult this House after the agreement has been concluded 
and not before. Sir, you remember the history of this ease. Are we to 
be treated in the same way again f 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdiir Kaliim) : The 
Honourable Member, the Chair thinks, has answered that question. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : My (luestion is whether CoAao'iiment pn>pose to 
say that it is too early now to submit the agreement before this House, 
and they propose to submit it when it is too late f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Tlie ]>osition of 
Government is that these agreements have been arrived at between the 
i-wo Governments, and, therefore, any criticism of these agreements must 
wait till the question of their renewal arises. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Therefore, Goverimient do not believe in 
taking the opinion of this House before they make up their minds ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : They have 
already made up their minds and have published their views on the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : And they cannot change their mind 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad. Zafrullah Khan : They can, and 
the House will not be too late in expressing its opinion with regard to 
any changes which may be suggested in those agreements. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : When does the Honourable 
Member expect to place these agreements before this House 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It will be open 
to the House to take proper steps to discuss these agreements once they 
are published as final agreements. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : If the 
Honourable Member to the left continues to interrupt by his loud con- 
versations, the Chair cannot follow the proceeding. 

SuGaESTioN re Imposition oe a Prohibitive Duty on Zanzibar Cloves. 

144. "^Mr. S Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they have received a representation from the Imperial 
Indian Citizens' Association, Bombay, on the question of the 
recently passed decrees by the Government of Zanzibar ; 

(i) whether the Association suggested the imposition of a prohibi- 
tive duty on Zanzibar cloves so long as Indian grievances 
remain unredressed ; and 

(c) whether Government have considered their representation, and 
what action they propose thereon ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (&). Yes. 

(c) The representation is under the consideration of Government. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to part (c), do I 
understand the Honourable Member to say that they are considering all 
the representations, or the suggestion contained in part (b) of the 
question ? 

Sir ferja Shankar Bajpai : I referred specifically to the suggestion 
contained in part (b) of the question. 

Maulana Shaukat fdi : May I know whether, in considering the 
position of Indian settlers in Zanzibar, Government consider the position 
of fndian settlers to be more important than that of the original inhabit- 
ants of Zanzibar who have been doing this clove trade for several 
years f 

^ir- Cxirja Shankar Bajpai ; The protector of the original inhabit- 
ants of Zanzibar is the Government of Zanzibar, and I, therefore, cannot 
answer that part of the question which relates to the protection of the 
interests of the original inhabitants of Zanzibar. The Government of 
India are the protectors of Indian interests, and those interests are 
constantly receiving their attention. 

Maulana Shaukat : While the Indian settlers of Zanzibar 
complain of being exploited by the White European Settlers, there are 
also the original inhabitants of Zanzibar who are also exploited. If 
there is any discrimination made between the Indian merchants and 
other European merchants, Government are justified in^ taking action. 
Is It not the duty of the Government to see that the original inhabitants 
are not exploited by any outsider and that their interests also are not 
overlooked f 

Sir.Girja Shankar Bajpai : I can assure my Honourable friend 
that the Government of Zanzibar will fully look after the interests of 
the original inhabitants of Zanzibar. 

Indian Military Service Family Pension Fund. 

145, P. E James : (a) Will Government kindly state when 

the existing Indian Military Service Family Pension Fund (pre-war for 
regular officers of the Indian Army) was established ? 

(b) What are the conditions of the Fund as to subscriptions and do- 
nations, and what are the pension and other benefits enjoyed by the 
families of subscribers ^ When were these last determined ? 

(r) When was this Fund closed to new entrants f 

(d) Do Govermnent make any contribution to the Fund, or is it 
raised solely by the subscriptions of members and interest thereon ? 

(a) What is the average rate of interest earned by the Fund, since it 
Avas closed to new entrants ? Has the interest thus earned been added tO' 
the capital of the Fund f 

(/) Are annual balance sheets published for the benefit of sub- 
seribeis ^ If not, why not ? 

(g) When was the last balance-sheet published ? 

(h) What is the total amount now standing to the credit of the 
Fund f In what account and with what banks is that amount held ? 
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(i) Wiiat is the approximate^ present iiiiiiiber of beneficiaries p) 
actaal and (2) contingent, and the total amount of pensions now being 
paid f 

{j) Ib any actuarial valuation of assets and liabilities made periodic 
eally 1 If so, what was the date and result of the last valuation f If not, 
why not ? 

(k) By whom and through what agency in India is the Fund 
administered ? Have the subscribers, as such, any direct voice or repre- 
sentation in the Fund f 

Mr. G. E. F. Tottenham : (a) 1st January, 1873. 

(6) The information is available in Appendix I of Pension Eegula- 
tions for the Army in India, a copy of which is in the Library. The 
rates of pension, etc., were last revised from 1st January, 1932. 

(c) 1st January, 1915. 

(d) The fund is raised solely by members^ subscriptions and the 
interest thereon. 

(e) The rates of interest since 1st January, 1915 are : 

to 31st March, 1919 .. ..4 percent. 

1st April, 1919 to 81st October, 1928 . . 5| per cent. 

1st November, 1928, to 31st December, 1932 5 per cent. 

1st January, 1933, to 31st December, 1934 4| percent. 

Average annual rate 4.977 per cent. 

Interest, so far as it is not required for payment of current pensions, 
is added to the balance each half year. 

(/) Yes. 

(g) In November, 1934, giving the accounts for the year ending 
31st March, 1934. 

(h) £6,600,369-18-10 on 31st March, 1934, the last completed year 
for which figures are available. 

The balance forms part of the general balances of the Government 
of India to which contributions are credited and pensions charged. 

(i) As at 31st March, 1934 : 


Actual 

. Widows 

Sons 

Daughters 

•• 

* * 


1,592 

205 

1,018 

Contingent 

Wives 

Sons 

Daughters 




2,931 

1,376 

2,003 


Pensions paid during 1933-34 amounted to £313,729. 

(j) Yes, every five years. The report of the Actuary on the last 
valuation was published in the Gazette of India, Army Department 
notification No. 672, dated the 14th November, 1931. 

(k) The fund is administered by the Secretary of State for India 
but the accounts of receipts and payments made in India are maintained 
by the Controller of Army Factory Accounts. Though the Secretary of 
State for India in Coimeil has reserved to himself the absolute right to 
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make any alterations in the regulations of the Fund, it is his practice to 
obtain the wishes of the subscribers before any major alteration is 
earned out. 

Mr F. E. James : May I ask whether copies of the annual reports 
are made available to all subscribers and beneficiaries ? 

Mr. G-. R. P. Tottenham : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. P E, James : In view of the fact that the fund is raised solely 
from the subscriptions of members and interests thereon, will the 
Government of India represent to the Secretary of State the desirability 
of early appointment of Commissioners under section 273 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act and the removal of the fund from the general balances 
of the Government of India ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : A reference to the new Government of 
India Act which the Honourable Member has quoted makes it clear 
that the initiative in that matter must come from the beneficiaries of the 
fund. It is not for the Government to take the initiative. 

Captain Sardar Sher Muhammad Khan : Is there any scheme under 
the consideration of the Government of India to open this fund to officers 
recruited from the Indian Military Academy 1 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Not this fund. This fund was closed in 
1915. 

Captain Sardar Sher Muhammad Khan : Will Government create 
this sort of fund for the regular officers of the Indian army ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : I have no doubt that such arrangements 
will be made. 

Number oe Excess Oeeioers and Subordinates on State Railways. 

1 16. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : (a) Is it a fact that in the Report 
Dy the Railway Board on Indian Railways for 1933-34, Yolume I, under 
the caption ^ Staff ^ it has been stated : 

** It 'vvill be noticed from the statement that during the year no appointments 
'^vere made in the gazetted ranks of State-managed railways, mainly on 
account of financial stringency and excess of officers in certain departments 
in consequence of abolition of a nnmber of posts during the years 1031- 
32 and 1932-33 ? 

(1)) If the answer to part {a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state : 

{i) the number of excess officers ; 

(n) the railways on which these excesses are ; 

(m) the number of excess subordinates ; and 

(iv) the railways on which these excesses are ? 

(c) If there be no excess among subordinates, will Government please 
state why this distinction in treatment has been made to these servants 
of the Crown in India ^ 

Mr. P. E. Rau : (a) Yes 

(Z>) and (c). Excesses existed in the superior services but were 
counterbalanced by vacancies in the Lower Gazetted Service ; and there 
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were no excesses among gazetted officers as a wliole. The nninber of 
subordinates who were in excess of requirements Taried from time to 
time. Every effort was made to absorb surplus subordinate staff but 
oA\ing to the large number of ^ueli stall as compared wiili \acancit^s many 
of them had to be discharged, 

IxCBEASE IX THE BeITISH blPOKTS IXTO IXOIA. 

147. T. S. AvinasMlingam Ohettiar : M) IVdl Goverimient 
state 'whether it is true that the British imports into India have increased 
siiit'e 1932 " If so, by lio'^v many crores ? 

(5) What are the reasons for this increase ^ 

(c) Is it mainly due to the Ottawa Agreement ? 

(d) Have the Indian exports to Britain increased f If so, by w'hat 
amount ? 

(e) Is it true tliat the export trade of India with othei‘ countries 
has suffered since the Ottawa Agreement 1 

(f) If so, are Government prepared to consider the advisabiiify of 
Icrminating the Ottawa AgTeement and forming new trade agreements 
with other countries ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) and W, The 
Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the Annual Statement of 
the Sea-borne Trade of British India for the fiscal year ending the 31st 
March, 1934, Volume II, and the Accounts relating to the Sea-borne 
Trade and Navigation of British India for March, 1935, copies of which 
are in the Library of the Legislature. 

(b), (c) and (e). Government do not propose to offer an opinion 
on these questions pending the discussion of the results of the Ottawa 
Agreement which has been promised for next Budget Sesvsion. 

(/) Does not arise. 

Mr. T, S Avinashilingam Ohettiar : What is the reply to the second 
part of (a) ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : All this informa- 
tion is available in the published statements. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Is it or is it not true that British imports into 
India have increased since 1932 ? The Honourable Member has not given 
a reply to that part. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It is a matter of 
figures, and the Honourable Member can make the calculation himself. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : The Honourable Member representing Govern- 
ment is expected to have made the calculation and given a direct ansTver 
to the question, whether it is true or not that British imports have 
increased. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : T do know the 
results from the information contained in the published Annual State- 
ments just as it is possible for the Honourable Member to know the 
results from the isame statements It is for them to draw their own 
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conclusions. If the statistics say that the one is 5 and the other is 7, 
then they could surely make a deduction and reply that the result is 2, 

Mr. T S. AvinasMlingam Ohettiar : I want to have a definite answer, 
Yes or No to my question whether the imports have increased f 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honourable 
Member is referring him to the publications. He can find out the 
answer. 

Mr. T, S. AvinasMlingam Ohettiar : Then, how to put supplementary 
questions ? 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Afterwards 

Refusal of Sanction by the Governor General for the Introduction 
OF a Bill to amend the Bombay Port Trust Act. 

148. T S AvinasMlingam Ohettiar : {a) Will Government 
state whether they are aware that Mr, L R Tairsee, Member of the Bombay 
Legislative Council, had given notice of a Bill to amend the Bombay Port 
Trust Act so as to secure the appointment of an Indian as the Chairman 
of the Bombay Port Trust and that he had asked for the previous sanc- 
tion of the Governor General ? 

(I?) Is it a fact that the Governor General has refused to give sanc- 
tion for the introduction of the Bill ! 

(c) Has the Indian Merchants^ Chamber, Bombay, sent up a memo- 
randum to Government in this connection ^ 

(d) What reply have Government given ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) and (5) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) A copy of Government’s reply is laid on the table. 

No. 232-P. & L. (5)|35. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 


Feom 


To 


Sir, 


Simla, the 18th July, 1935. 

H. DOW, Esquire, O.I.E., I.O.S., 

Joint Secretary to the Government of India, 


The SEORETABY, 

INDIAN MERCHANTS' CHAMBER, 

JEHANGIR WADIA BUILDING, 

ESPLANADE ROAD, FORT, BOMBAY. 


I am directed to reply to your letter No 1477 of the 12th June, 1935 In that 
letter you ash Government to define their attitude with regard to legislation recently 
proposed hy a member of yonr Chamber to render compulsory the appointment of an 
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Iiidiaii to tile post of (Jhaiyman of the Bombay Port Trust. You further request that 
measures be taken to secure that all Fort Trusts in India, and the Bombay Port Trust 
ill particular, should have a niajoiity of Indian trustees. 

2. As regrads the hist point, 1 am to point out that the reasons of the Governor 
General for refusing assent to the introduction of a Bill under sub-sectiou (d) of 
Beetion 80A of the Government of India Act cannot be caiied in question and aie 
not open to discussion. The Government of India, Iiowever, have no difficulty in 
defining their own attitude to the general question. They consider that it %vould be 
contrary alike to public policy and to the interests of the port to make a statutor}^ 
provision that Chan man of Port Trusts should be appointed on laciai grounds. In 
this connection I am also to invite your attention to Heetion 111 (1) of the Govern- 
ment of India Bill -which is now before Parliament. 

3. As you point out, the Bobmay Port Trust Act was amended as recently as 
1922 in order to give wuder representation to Indian business interests. It is the 
policy of Government to see that, in the constitution of Port Trusts, due W’eiglitage 
is given to ail important interests concerned in the welfare of the trade of the Port, 
and, so far as the elected element is concerned, Government are not aware of any 
recent changes in relative interests of such importance as to make a further adjust 
nient again necessary. At the same time, there seems no reason to doubt that, pari 
passu with the progress of Indianisation in Government services, those interests wddch 
have to rely on nomination by the Local Government wall be increasingly represented 
by Indians. 

4 The considerations given above apply equally to other Poit Trusts in India, 
w'lth regard to which also you v;ill realise that Government must give greater weight 
to expressions of local opinion than to the view^s of your Chamber. 

I have the, etc., 

(Hd.) H. DOW, 

Joint Secretary to the Goueuxment of India» 


Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : Wliat are the grounds on which 
sanction was refused ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The grounds are contained 
in the copy of the letter which I have laid on the table. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : I)o Government consider that, to reserve the 
Chairmanship of a Port Trust to an Indian in his own country, is racial ? 
It is never considered racial in any other country. What are the racial 
considerations involved in this, please f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : They are to be found in the 
letter which I have laid on the table. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I have read that letter where it is said that to 
give sanction to a Bill of this kind will mean raising racial considerations, 
I am asking the Government for a statement of the reasons as to why 
they consider reserving the Chairmanship of an Indian Port Trust to 
an Indian in his own country will raise racial considerations. I have 
never heard of such a proposition anywhere in the world 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The reasons have been staled 
in that letter. My Honourable friend is entitled to draw an opinion 
opposite to that which has been drawn by others 

Mr. S Satyamurti : What is the opinion of the Government of Inriia 
on which they base this statement that reserving the Chairmanship of an. 
Indian Port Trust for Indians will raise racial considerations 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is contained in the 
letter. There is nothing further for me to add. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : There is nothing in that letter. Zero plus Zero 
is Zero. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is a matter for opinion, 
whether it is zero or one hnndred. 

Dieect Eepresentation of Indians on the Fiji Central Legislature . 

149. ^^Mr. T. S AvinasMlingam Chettiar : ia) Will Government 
state whether it is a fact that the Central Legislature of the Fiji islands 
has deprived Indians of their rights enjoyed till now in regard to direct 
reiDresentation on the Legislature ? 

{!)) Has the Indian x\ssoeiation approached the Colonial Ofdce with 
an appeal to protect the Indian interest ? 

(c) What action have Government taken in this matter ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a), (h) and (c). The Honourable 
Member presumably refers to a Resolution passed by the Fiji Legislative 
Council, recommending that for the system of election to the Legislative 
Council, the system of nomination should be substituted. The Indian 
Association, Fiji, have made representations against this proposal to the 
Colonial Office The Government of India will consult the Standing 
Emigration Committee of the two Houses of the Central Legislature and 
then communicate their views to the Colonial Office. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Has the Resolution come into 
effect ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The Resolution has not come into effect. 
As a matter of fact, the dissolution of the Legislative Council has been 
postponed by one year in order to enable this question to be considered. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Is it a fact that the Government of Fiji have 
decided to take over the municipalities of Suwa and Levuka ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : There is a question on that subject dov n 
on the order paper When that comes up, my Honourable friend will, 
I hope, get satisfaction. 

Benefit of Poor Relief to the Indians in Natal. 

150. '^Mr. T.^ S Avinashilingam Chettiar : (a) Are Government 

aware that the Finance Minister of Natal has stated, in his reply to the 
recent representation by the Natal Indian Congress for the extension of 
the benefit of poor relief to the Indian cases, that it is not possible to 
introduce legislation to include Indians under the Old Age Pension Scheme 
wldch applies to Europeans ? 

(b) Have Government made any representations to the Government 
of Natal in this matter ? 

(e) If so, what is the result of such representations 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(h) and (c). The Minister promised to do what he could to see that 
^ome provision was made for aged and indigent Indians. No representa- 
tions were considered necessary after this assurance. 
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Mr, T, S. AvinasMlingam Chettiar : What is the result of the 
represeiitatious ? 

Six Girja Shankar Bajpai ; They are still iiiKler eousideratioii. 

Devaluation of Inuian Cuerekcy. 

151. '’Mr. T. S. AvinasMlingam Chettiax : (a) Are Croveniiiieiit 
aware that most of the eoimtries of the world have been devaluating their 
currencies f 

(b) Are GoveriinieiLt aware that through devaluation they have been 
seeking to give an encouragement to their export trade f 

(r) Are Government aware that the export trade of India has con- 
siderably suffered because of this policy of devaluation adopted by other 
countries ? 

(d) Do Government intend to devaluate the Indian currency to 
counteract the harm done by the devaluation of currencies by other 
countries f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) Government are aware that 
the currency of some countries has been devalued. 

(b) The devaluation -was in most cases occasioned by the absolute 
impossibility of preserving the old parties and not by a deliberate act 
of policy having for its object the encouragement of export trade. 

(c) This is a matter of opinion. 

(d) Certainly not. I can imagine nothing more damaging to the 
true interests of India, particularly those of the cultivator. 

Deficit in the Railway Budget. 

152. *Mr. T. S AvinasMlingam Ohettiar : [a) Are Government 
a’.vare that the actuals in the Railway Budget estimate for the current year 
are much below the estimates for the year ? 

(6) What is Government's revised estimate for the year ? 

(e) Do Government expect to have a deficit ? If so, by what amount, 
and how^ do they propose to meet the deficit ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : (a) Yes. 

(b) It is too early to frame a revised estimate. 

(c) The budget estimates anticipated a deficit of about two erores, 
but they "were based on the assumption that our earnings would be about 
three erores better than last year. As, however, the earnings for the first 
four months are below last year's, it is likely that, unless the position im- 
proves, the deficit in the year will be considerably more than anticipated. 
Any deficit that is ultimately found tO' exist will be met by temporary 
borrowings from the Depreciation Fund ; but I may add that railway 
administrations have been asked to reduce working expenses wherever 
possible and to examine every possibility of increasing revenue. 

Mr. T. S. AvinasMliBgam Ohettiar : Do they propose to impose a 
cut in salaries again ? 



QUESTIONS ANB ANSWERS. 


429 


The Honourable Six Miihammad Zafnillah Khan : There is no such 
proposal at present under consideration. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Have Government heard from the Railway ad- 
ministrations. in answer to their exhortation to- reduce working expenses 
and to increase the revenue t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : A meeting vvas 
held between the Honourable the Finance Member, the Agents of Rail- 
ways, the Members of the Railway Board and myself some time ago 
when this question was discussed and tentative suggestions were made. 
The Agents were asked to consider those suggestions in detail and any 
others that might occur to them or be sent to them, and the question wdll 
be more fully discussed with the Agents next October 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Have Government considered the particular 
question of rail-road competition, in respect specially of passenger 
traffic ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That is also one 
of the questions that is being considered 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government decided that, if there is a 
deficit next year, they will raid the depreciation fmid again ? Have they 
consulted the Finance Department and have the Finance Department 
any voice in the matter f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have answered 
that question in reading out my written answer. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government come to their conclusiuns, 
after consulting the Finance Department ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; Government in- 
cludes the Finance Department. 

Prof N. G. Eanga : Was the suggestion ever considered of offiering 
better facilities for third class passengers and making third class 
travelling more popular ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Yes, Government 
have considered that. 

Mr B. Satyamurti : Have Government taken any steps to see that 
the third class passenger is made a welcome visitor, and not an unwelcome 
stranger who is not wanted on the railways ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : They are con- 
stantly considering the comfort and convenience of third class passengers 
and making such improvements as are possible 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What are the recent improvements made ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : One of the recent 
improvements contemplated is a new type of third class carriage which 
u in course of construction and which Honourable Members or such of 
them as are interested will be invited to examine in the cold weather 
at Delhi. 

Seth Govind Das : Do Government really know what are the diffi- 
culties of third class passengers f 
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The HoBOtirable Sir Muhammad ZafrnUah Khan : They are bthng 
eomtaiitly told, 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Doea not the Honourable Member think that the 
bent way oi' making third eiasw eaiTiage>s popular is to ask the iagli 
ofiieers of Goveniiiient to travel third elass and give them only third 
ela>ss travelling allowances I 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Kaliim) : Next <iues" 

tion. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : H^Iay 1 answer 
ihat question, Sir ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Ealiim) : It is not 
necessary. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : I did travel third- 
class myself last March, to find out 

Depbeciation allowed undeb the Income-tax Eules. 

353. ^Mr. T S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : (a) Will Goverimnmt 
stale whether it is true that under the Income-tax Eules, a definite sum 
of five per cent, is allowed on machinery for depreciation ? 

(5) Is it a fact that this five per cent, is calculated on the basis that 
the machinery will last for twenty years, under the presumption that it is 
worked only during day ? 

(c) Are Government aware that many of the cotton-mills, factories 
and others are being worked both during day and night, and yet a depre- 
ciation of only five per cent is allovrcd by the Income-tax authorities f 

(d) Is it true that under the British Income-tax Law, depreciation 
is allowed on machineries according to the number of hours of working ? 

(e) Are Government prepared to consider introducing in Indian 
lueonie-tax law the same principle allowing a depreciation according to 
the hours worked by the machineries concerned ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : (u) No. There is a variety of rates ranging from 
five per cent, to 25 per cent, but the general rate for unspecified machinery 
is 5 per ceiA. 

(I)) It is not a fact that the presumption mentioned by the Honour- 
able Member has been made in estimating the probable life of different 
classes of machinery. 

(c) Yes, except in e’ases where the prescribed rate of allowance 
exceeds 5 per cent. 

(d) There is no such provision in the British law ; but I understand 
that in practice the Cormnissioners have allowed increased depreciation in 
the case of certain particular industries or particular mills in which un- 
usually long hours have been worked. The industries affected do not in- 
clude the cotton textile industry. 

(e) Government have the whole question under consideration. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : On what basis is the rate of 
five per cent. aUowed f 
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Mr A. H. Lloyd : Koughiy on the basis that the machinery will 
probably last for 20 years. 

Mr. T S. AvinasMlingam Ohettiar : When a greater amount of work 
Is done in mills, etc, as mentioned in clause (c), will Government con- 
sider a greater percentage of depreciation ^ 

Mr. A. H Lloyd : I have answered that question in my reply to part 
(e) of the question 

Recruitment of Probationers in the Traffic Department of the 

Calcutta Port Trust. 

154. ^Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that towards the end of the year 1929, the 
Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta appointed probationers in their 
Tratrle Department in order to train them up for the officers’ posts ? 

(b) Were probationers in the Traffic Department of the Calcutta Port 
TiTist appointed in the years 1930 to 1934 ? 

(c) If Ihe answer to parts (a) and (J) be in the afflrmalive, hoAV 
many such probationers were taken in, and what different nationalities 
and religions do they belong to ? What are their respective qualifications 
and on what emoluments were they appointed ? 

(d) Did the Port Trust authorities while recruiting these probationers 
have in view the object of absorbing them in the permanent establishment 
against probable vacancies which were anticipated to occur by Lbe time 
the probationers completed their period of training ^ 

(e) What was the period of training prescribed for these pro- 
bationers ? 

(/) How manv probationers completed their period of training in the 
years 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933 and 1934 ? 

(g) Did any vacancy, or vacancies, occur or were any new posts 
created in the senior rank of Calcutta Port Trust services in the Traffic, 
as also in other Departments, such as Marine and Engineering, in the 
years 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933 and 1934 ? If so, how many of these vacan- 
cies and posts were filled up by probationers wbo completed their period 
of training ? 

(h) If none of the probationers were appointed in any of tiie vacan- 
cies or posts in the senior rank of the Port Trust services in the Traffic 
or in otiier Departments, •will Government be jileased to state the reason 
why they were not appointed ? 

(i) Is it a fact that of the candidates from all over India who a})plied 
for appointment as ‘ Traffic Probationers ’ on that occasion, thos-c vffio 
were, after a preliminary elimination, asked to appear before a Board for 
final selection were paid second class fare from their respective stations 
to Calcutta and back ? If so, how many of the candidates living outside 
Calcutta were granted interviews, and what was the amount spent on their 
travel I inp* allowances ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruHah Khan : (a) Yes. 

(J) Eight probationers were appointed in 1934. 
lilSlI/AP c 
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yC) X Htateineiit eontainiii^^ Uip luionaatioii a*skeil for is iaiil un ttie 
table. 

{(I) Yen. 

{€) Three years with the jiuhNibiiiiy of the period lieiiitr exiencltHl ‘‘o 
four years. 

{]) 1930 and 1931 — none. 

1933 and 1934— none, 

(g) and (h). Yaeaneies m senior ranks did ot*inn\ hm none of tiiese 
tveiv iilled by probalioners ihi^y were not quallHe-l to till senicn^ posis. 
No iKwv posts w’ere ereated in die senior r<iiik^ af the Traflie I )(qjartineiit. 
Traffic prohatioiiers Iiad no ojndifkal’ons for posts ui the i\larine anci 
Engineering' braiieho^. 

(?) Yes Ttrenty-six taiidichiirs w'ore iiiterTiewsHl. Second class 
fares to and fron^ ('alentia wtre given to candidates who canie from outside 
Calcutta, mil it is not ijos^ihie now tn give the total ainomii ^pnit. on 
travelling aliow'ance, as a detailed investigation of old records would reuuire 
to be made, involving an expenditure of time and iaboin* that Avould be 
entirely ineoninieiisuraie wnth tiu‘ value of the results olitained. 


Statement slioning the quahficaiiop^, ,hiiionahf}j, etc., of the probationer,^ lecinHf't the Traffic 
Depaituifiit of th>. Calcattu Pori Couimis'^'o^tet.,. 

Pkobatioxbro appoixteb is 1929. 


Educational rjualihcations. 

Nationality. 

Ef'Iigion. 

B. A 

Indian 

Hindu. 

Senior Cambridge . . 

Anglo-Indian 

Christian 

B. Sc 

Indian 

Hindu. 

Senior Cambridge . . 

Anglo-Indian 

Christian. 

B. Sc 

Indian 

Hmdu. 

B. Sc 

Indian 

Muslim. 

Senior Cambridge . . 

Anglo-Indian 

Christian. 

Probationers apbointeb in 1934. 


B. A 

Indian 

Hindu. 

B. A 

Anglo-Indian 

Christian, 

B.A 

Indian 

Sikh. 

Senior Cambridge , . 

Anglo-Indian 

Christian. 

Matric 

Indian 

Hindu. 

I. A 

Anglo-Indian 

Christian. 

B. A 

Indian . . 

Hmdu. 

Senior Cambridge . . , . 

Anglo-Indian 

Christian, 


All 15 probationers were appointed^on a salary cf Es. 100—50 — 200 per mensem. 
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Mr. Basanta Kiimar Bas : With regard to part (^) of the qtiestiojij 
12 Noon many of those who came from outside were 

appointed 

The Honourable Sir Miihaimnad Zafrullah Khan : I have no mforraa- 
tion at present • if the Honourable Member is anxious to have the informa- 
tion, I slidll obtain it for him, if it is readily available. 


MOTlOm FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Interests op Inmans concerned in Zanzibar. 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • I have 
received notice of a motion for adjournment from Pandit Govmd Ballabh 
Pant : he proposes to ask for leave to move for an adjournment of the 
business of the House today with a view to discuss a matter of lu^geut 
public importance, namely, the extension of tiie moratorium by the Zanzibar 
Government and the failure of the Government to safeguard the interests 
of Indians concerned ui Zanzibar Have Government anything to say in 
the matter ^ 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House') : If I 
might make a submission 

Mr. P. E. James (Madras European) • May I rise to a point of 
order ! It has been nnfortunately quite impossible for Members on ibis 
side of the House to hear wliat the adjournment motion is on. I wonder, 
Sir, if you would be so kind as to explain to us what the motion is. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I will read it 
again : there is already a notice of an adjournment motion regarding the 
aecousties of the House But I shall read out tins motion again : it is 
that rhe business of the House be adjourned for the purpose of discussing 
a matter of urgent public importance, namely, the extension of the 
moratorium by the Zanzibar Government and the failure of the Govern- 
ment to safeguard the interests of Indiana concerned in Zanzibar. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, I say that if the matter 
is forced on us today, I have certain objections : but I am proposing a 
course which can only be sanctioned by the Chair : I understand my 
Honourable friend has no objection to it or rather he would like it : I have 
no objection to this matter coming on on Monday, reserving to myself 
the liberty to raise such objections as I may be advised — such objections as 
I might have taken today. 1 find that the Chair has power to do that 
and it has been done on previous occasions If yon agree with this course, 
you might let this stand over till Monday, because there is some chance of 
our coming to some kind of arrangement : if it is not, then the motion could 
be disposed of then 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : It is very un- 
usual to adjourn a motion of this sort for several days : I know what ha» 
been done before . it has been taken up the next day or the day after — ^so 
far as ] can recollect . but, so far as I am aware, there is nothing in the 
rules to prevent me from doing it, and if the Honourable Member, \\^ho has 
given notice of the motion, has no objection, I shall take it up on Monday, 
and I shall hear any point of order or any objection that may be raised 
then. 

DISILAD 
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Pandit Govind Ballabh. Pant (Rolulkuncl and Ivumaon Divisions : 
Xoii-AUiliamnuHian Rural) : 1 Imve no objeotioiiy and 1 expect that tbe 
ueeasioii for raising objections will not arise. 

Aooot:sTics OF the Assembly CiiAMBEii is Sx*\ila. 

Mr. President (The lionourahle Sir Abdnr Rahim j : Ah regards the 
other motion, several eomplaiiiis inne betai made to me reganhi^g the 
aceousries of this House : we are all familiar vilh the diffieiillies ui‘ making 
ourselves heard to the more distant parts of the House. This is a uitueulty 
which has been experienced all along, and llie matter lias been under cuin 
sideralioL vhetiier anything can be uone to improve the posit lOii. and I 
am hoping that before the next Hession at any rate something will have 
been dO)ie and that the Government will help the Assembly in this matter. 
In the meantime. 1 may announce to the Members of tins House that if 
any klemoer wlio is sitting far away wishes to speak, he may come closer 
to the seats available lower down. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (Presidency Division : Xmi-Midmm- 
madan Rural) : Wliat about hearing. Sir i "What about those wlm want 
to iiear the Honourable Members sitting in front We want a ruling in 
respect of that. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Xothing more 
can be clone now. 


ELECTIOXS OP MEMBERS TO THE ST^iXDlXG COmilTTEB ON 
PILGRIMxVGE TO THE HEDJAZ AND THE STANDING COM- 
MITTEE FOR ROADS. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have to 
inform ilie Assembly that upto 12 noon on Wednesday, the Itli September, 
1935, the lime lixed for receiving nominations for the Standing Committee 
on Pilgrimage to the llecljaz and the Standing Committee for Roads, one 
nominativ n for each of the Committees was received. As there is only one 
vacancy ui each of the (Ammittees, I declare Khan Sahib Shaikh Pazl-i- 
Hacj Puuclia and Pajidit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra to be duly elected to the 
Staudiug Committee on Pilgrimage to Cue lied.iaz and the Standing Com- 
mittee for Roads, respectively. 


THE CRIMINAE LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 

The HonoiiraMe Sir Henry Craik (Home Member) : Sir, I must 
begin .... 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab : Sikh) : May I rise to a point of 
order in this conneetioli ? The copy of the Bill that was introduced in 
this llonse some days back contains a mere reference to certain sections 
of the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1932. May I know if Honourable 
Members of this House wishing to propose certain amendments to the 
various sections — ^will those amendments be directed to the Act which has 
not yet expired or will the amendments be directed with reference to the 
clauses tliere ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That quesHon 
does not arise at present : when the time comes, the Honourable Member 
can raise his point. 
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The Honotirable Sir Henry Oraik : I was going to say that I owe an 
apology to the House for the somewhat uniiiteiligible form of the Bill which 
I arn asking it to take into consideration. But that is the worst of amend- 
ing and consolidating Bills, that they are not intelligible unless they are 
read in connection with the original Acts. I have, how^ever, made arrange- 
ments that copies of the original Acts, that is the Emergency Press Act of 
1931 and the Crimiiia] Law^ Amendment Act of 1932, should be placed in 
the liaiK's of Honourable Members, and I hope that those are now in the 
possession of all Honourable Members 

Some Honourable Members : Not all Members : only half. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I can only regret that, but I ha% e 
done iny best, and I think probablj’^ more copies will he available today. 
Meamvhile, I might venture to suggest that if Honourable Members wmuld 
fodo^v' my observations by the Act of 1932, they will, I think, be able to 
find them intelligible. 

The House is aware that the Criminal Law Amendment Act, passed in 
1932, expires about three month>s hence The Bill which 1 am now asking 
the House to take into consideration proposes to renew most but not ah 
of the provisions of that Act. It adds nothing new- to that Act.^ I am 
very conscious that in inviting the House to share the responsibility of 
rene^viijg those provisions I am asking it to undertake a very real res- 
ponsibility ; but I would ask the House to believe that we should not have 
made this request had we not been honestly convinced that we shoiil'il have 
been false to our own responsibility if we had decided to take wliac WDuld 
obviously have been a far easier course . . . 

Sardar Sant Singh : What is the motion before the House ^ 

The Honourable Sir Heniy Oraik : I wdll move it at the end of my 
speech : 1 was saying that ^ve would have been false to our own responsi- 
bility if we had decided to take what would obviously have been a far 
easier course and decided to discard the weapons which the present Aet 
provides for dealing with movements which threaten the peaceful pro- 
gress of India. 

Sardar Sant Singh : What is the motion before the Ileuse ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Tim motion before the Hotmc js 
that tlK' Bill be taken into consideratiem I can move it at the end of my 
speech. 

Sardar Sant Singh : In fhat case, I v/ill be deprived of the oppor- 
tunity of raising my point of order. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Raliiir ) . Thai is rl e 
usual practice 

Sardar Sant Singh : Tf he moves it at the end of Ins sp'"-cch, then I 
daiiiiot move . . 

Mr. President (The Honmiralile Rir Abdur Holiiiii) * Whal is the 
Honourable Member ^s point of order ! 

S^rdax Sant Singh : My point is thai lliere is no proper Bill befuro 
the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) • Th^'u the 
Honourable Member ought to have objected at the introduction stage. 



m 


UIGISLATIV^E ASSEMBIY* 


[5th Skf* 1935* 


Saxdar Sant Singh : The convention h not to oppo^^e a Bill at the 
inti'uclueiion stcige, l\ow, there is no proper Bill before the House. 

Mr. President (The Houournble Hir Ahiiur Kaliiin) : What is the 
lueauiug of no proper Dili lefore the House ’’ ? 

Sardar Sant Singh : My haibnussion i> that the J*>i}l is irumed in 
sudi a — nu* iiisUjaet', i ^viil read ei?Ui<e of the Bilh It says : 

l rl, t, e, S, 15, 17 i*:' i <.,1* lue 

i'j* 'i x-liJe.iiiLii'jU Ai'j .SO'J, it 'V }V ' 

' <, iutiiSo ■1 says * 

“ in 1 on 1 oi‘ the (’viino.rl Luw 1; o the 

woiUsi anti l:gures " . 

Mr. President (The rioiiourable Sir Abdiir Rahim) : What rs the 
objeetion 'I 

Sardar Sant Singh : My objection is that, during die Second 

Reading stage, if Honourable Members of this House wish to propose 

certain amondnients, it will not be possible for thorn to do so in J’o absence 
of the '\orcling of the clauses that are not given in the Bib llioif. We 
CcUnnjt. a course, be expeefed to prox^ose aiiiendiaents to the secliciiS of an 
Act tAut not yet expired 

Mi\ PreiidoBt 'The Ilonourshle Sir AAdur Rahim) : The Chair does 
not think that is a proi^er objection. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Sir, the Act has not expired yet. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim) : All the Chair 
can say at present is that the Honourable Member must make his best 
alte.apt to frame any amendment he likes, and, if he finds any difficulty, 
he can ask for a ruling from the Chair as to whether the f(irni adopted 
by liiin is in x)rox)er form or not. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division : NouAIuhammadan 
Rural) : I rise to a point of order, Sir. At xoage 27 of the Legislative 
Manual of Business and Procedure, in paragraph 76, it is stated — T am 
referring to the proviso at the bottom of the page : 

“ Provided that no such motion shall be made until after copies of the Bill have 
been made available for the use of Members, and that any Member may object to any 
such motion being made unless copies of the Bill have been so made available for three 
days before the day on which the motion is inade.^^ 

My objection is this, that the motion is being made today, and three 
days befo3*e today copies of the Bill were not made available 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
understands copies of the Bill were placed on the table on the morning 
of the second. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : No doubt, a copy of the Bill was made 
available on the morning of the second, but my submission is this, it is 
not three clays, and the Bill is not complete by itself, because it relates to 
another Act which is made available only today, and only a few Honour- 
able Members have got copies 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) r The Chair does 
not think there is any substance in the point of order. The Bill was made 
available on the morning of the second. 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The Act of 1932 was adniittediy 
direoted mainly, but not entirely, against iiie Civil Disobedience Move- 
ment. iij pa cling it before the House in 1932, Harry Haig made it 
quite dear that Government had in mind not only the Civil Disobe^lieiice 
Movement, but two other threats to peaceful progress, namely, terrorism 
and Communism. To these I would like to add what now seems to be an 
even more dangerous threac, and that is the baneful shadow of communal 
dissension. 'That evil is, to our deep regret, becoming day by day a graver 
menace to the peace of the country. It is against these three dangers, 
terrorisin, Communism and communal unrest, as well as against Civil 
Disobedience, that the existing Act provides most necessary safeguards, 
and ^ve slioiild be acting contrary to our convictions, and, in our view, 
endangering the peace of the country, if we had decided to- relax these 
safeguards so long as the triple menace in question is still in existence. . . . 

An Honourable Member : Quadruple. 

The Honourable g:r Henry Craik : Triple, I think. 

An Honourable Member : Civil Disobedience. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am coming to Civil Dis- 
obedience. As regards Civil Disobedience, it is, of course, accepted that 
the 3n()V3ment has been suspended. I lia^^’e the highest authority, that 
of tlio Congress President himself, for the statemeni that while it has been 
suspended, P "iuis not been stopped 

An Honourable Ifember : 'I'hank God. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; But certain manifestations of 
that movement Inue no^v Imeii ordescent for a long time, and it is tor this 
reason that we have deedded to drop those sections of the existing Act that 
are directed particularly against such manifestations, but at the same 
lime we^ cannot ignore the possibility that there may be a revival of Civil 
Disobedience in the comparatively near future. That is another possi- 
bility in addition to the triple menace to which I have referred which we 
have constantly to bear in mind. 

Sir, before coming to the actual details of the Bill, I think 1 owe it 
to tlie House to explain why my motion is for consideration and not for 
r 0 fere>\ce to a Select Committee. For one thing time is an important con- 
sideration, though not, I quite admit, the conclusive consideration, but my 
main reason for not suggesting that the Bill should be referred to a Select 
Committee is the fact that while we are dropping certain provisions of the 
existing iaw", we are not adding in any way to the existing law, — our Bill 
includes nothing whatever that is new. Now the provisions of the existing 
law have of course been before the c'ountry for the last three 7 /ears, and all 
interested in the question, directly or indirectly, must be familiar with 
those provisions. The existing Act was discussed at very great length in 
this Assembly in 1932. The discussion lasted, I think, for no less than 19 
days, apart from the discussion in the Select Committee. In these cir- 
cumstances, we do not consider that it is desirable or necessary that this 
Bill should be committed to a Select Committee to be considered in detail. 
We think it preferable that consideration should take plac‘e before a Com- 
mittee of the whole House. 

Sir, the first operative clause of the Bill is that which repeals certain 
sections of the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1932, and perhaps the 
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most impoilaiit and certainly tlie most contentious of these is the Mib-ciaiise 
which repeals the sub-section of the Act of 1932 which limited the duration 
of that Act to three years, or, in other words, tlie Hiib-ciaiise wkitdi pro- 
poses to t»’ive permaiieiiey to tliohc measure^ wiiicli we suggest sluuiid be 
retained. The House will, of coiirNe, expect smiie just i Heat uei of that pro- 
posal. i1 may be argued, taid no doulu will ifo argued, that if ih.e Act 
of 1932 uas iiiiiited in its dfiratioii to thn‘e years, why should it be now 
considered necessary to make part of the Act pernianeiit ' In the iirst 
place, 1 would like o‘ lanoiikl tlie House iluit tUe Act of 1932. when intro- 
duced in I lie form of a Bill was designed to be permanent. It was only 
in its passage through ihe Select (Vjiaiiiitl^ Imu «k)verninent a«*^‘epled 
the proposal that its duralioji shoull hv lliaOcd. Events ha\e proved, in 
our view tlioiigli T have no doubt not in the view ot* Honourable i\Ii*ml)ers 
opposite, that the period given tvas ml, in fact, long enough Then there 
is the general consideration ihai leniptirary h^gislation de.signed to counter 
subversive niovenieiits must have this unsatisfactory feature, that it 
encourages those wdio are promoting such iiKweineiits to cherish the hope 
that time will come wlien tlien* iiiikrwrul activities can be resumed. 
There is no mducement for them to drop plotting and planning for the 
futuT'c There is, in fact, no inducement f<n* them to bring altoiit what we 
BO ardently desire, and that is a change of heart. On the other iiand, a 
permaueni Act. can ahvays be repealed if •‘■he Govermncni and Ine Legis- 
lature are satisfied that ir is no longer reijiiired. Kow, Sir, that of course 
is a general consideration woth which no dou])t all will not agree. And it 
is not really our primary or main reason for proposing to give tliis Bill 
permanency. Our main reason is that of tiie three dangers to winch I 
have referred, terrorism, communal unrest, mid the conimimist movement, 
it is impossible to foresee any reasonable period of time witliin which, at 
any rate, the first two of these will not be a serioins menace to the pulilic 
peace. The terrorist movement has now^ been in existenee for over tliirty 
years, and though I admit that there has be^ui some imprivoment n'cently 
in this respect, at any rate in Bengal, partly owning to the sterner measures 
adopted to deal with it, and, partly, I gladly aeknowiedge, owing to tlie 
revulsion of public opinion against tlie movement, yet the movement is 
still active and is still drawdng recruits and it is impossible at pi'esciit for 
us to relax any of our more important pre(niiitions. In the last three or 
four months, there have been several murders and attempted nuirders — 
I am speaking of India as a whole ami not only of Bengal. . ... 

An Honourable Member : Tncludiiig J-'iLbiilpore. 

The Honourable Sir Heiir 3 r CJraik : and nnmermis oxner 

instanees pointing to the conclusion that terrorist eonsiiiraeies are still in 
being. In the north of India we have reason to tliinlx that here has been 
within the last few months a distinct revival of terrorism. As regards 
the second grave danger, I mean communal unrest, T regret that I can 
I’ecall no time within my long experience of India when tension i«as been 
more acute 

An Honourable Member : So long as the third party remains 

,, The Honourable Sfr Henry Oraik : and more wndespread, ncu’ 

I^think ahy time when all Ihonghtfiil 0 ])mioii both official and non-offieiab 
has been 'moi'e apprehensive of the future. 
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An Honourable Member : Is not the Communal Award raiponsible 
for it ? There were other interruptions also.) 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I would ask Honourable Members 
not to interrupt me. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; Order, order. 
The Honourable Member is making a serious proposal, and the Chair 
hopes Honourable Members will listen to what the Honourable the Home 
Member has to say without interrupting him. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik ; I w;lh terrorism and 

communal unrest. As regards the third menace, the Communist move- 
ment the danger of that movement is cue which, I think, is 
not perhaps fully appreciated by the general public. And 
that is, of course, ver^" natural. Tt is not ror obvious reasons 
possible for us to publish all the information -we obtain about that move- 
ment, but I can assure the House that it is a movement which is becoming 
steadily and increasingly active and that it is a serious threat, act Tueiely 
to Government, but to the whole fabric and organisaticn of society as at 
present constituted. I will, if the House will allow me, amplify tliat 
point at a later stage in the course of my remarks. 

I have given very briefly our reasons for making this measure per- 
manent. I do not propose to examine the question of permanency in rela- 
tion to each indjAndual clause ; that, would hardly be within the scope of a 
second reading speech. But I v/ould like to emphasise this. The Bill is 
intended as a safeguard against revolutionary and subversive movements 
generally, and in particular, against the three imminent dangers to the 
public peace which I have described. As regards none of these dangers 
can we foresee at present any reasonable time when we can safely relax 
our precautions. 

I will now deal with individual clauses of the Bill. To begin with, 
as I have said, recognising the fact that Civil Disobedience is in abeyance, 
w'e are proposing the repeal of five sections which deal with particular 
foT-ms of the illegal manifestations of that movement. The first is sec- 
tion 2 — J am referring throughout to the Act of 1932. We propose to 
repeal section 2 which deals with the offence of dissuading from enlist- 
ing in the Army, Navy, Air force or Police sendee, section 3 which deals 
with inducing or attempting to induce puldie servants to fail in their duty, 
section 4 ^vhich deals with the boycott of public servants, seetion 6 w^hich 
n}ake& penal the disseminatioiii of false rumours, and section 8 which 
confers power on the Coiuds to counp^^l the parent or guardian of a young 
person convicted of certain offence^ to ^\y^y the fine inflicted. All these 
provisions are proposed to be repealed. We prop'tse to retahi section 5 
which, as I explained at the introduction stage, fills an ohvioos gap :n 
the ordinary ]aw\ That section makes it penal to republish, in whole or 
in part, a doeiunenl which has once been proscribed. 

Now’' I come tO' .section 7, a more important section than any of those 
with wdiich I have dealt already. Section 7 deals with the offence of 
picketing. Tt is proposed to retain this section and also to retain ‘>'0 
provision that it does not aatomatically come into force in any area ‘^ '-t 
comes into- force onlj’' when it is notified by the Local Government. It 
might, of course, he argued and perhaps will be argued that picketing 
was a form and indeed* one of the principal forms of the Cml Disobe- 
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clieiice Movement. We recognise tliat that movement is in abeyancOj that 
picketing by promoters of thal inovemoni has beeji bnt that is 

not thei reason why we are seeking to retain this section. Every Local 
Government or practically every Local Govermuent, everj" Adiuiiiistra- 
tiou in India has stressed the necessity for its retention, for although it is 
perfectly true that picketing was started as part of the Civil Disobe- 
dience Movement or anyhow became h very prominent feature of the 
Civil Disobedience Movement, it is what I feel I must describe as an evil 
legacy left by that movement, wdiich has been adopted as a regular mellicd 
uf expressing opposition to Government or opposition to any privale 
persons wdlh whom the pieketers liappen to differ on religious, political or 
economic grounds. I wdll develop that point in a moment but in my 
ease picketing is undoubtedly a form of intimidation and a grave inva- 
sion of private rights. As my predecessor said, the public must be pro- 
tected against this particular form of tyranny. To illustrate -what I said 
just now about picketing having been adopted as a regular method of 
<^\'pres.si]^g opposition either to Government or to private persons, I htue 
i}u‘orjuation io shenv rhat picketing is now constantly employed in strlke.s, 
more ppticulariy in strikes of Communist origin, and that wiien so em- 
]}leyed it almost invariably leads to violence. Section 7, the section which 
we propose to retiaiiii, has actually been found most useful in dealing with 
that form of picketing, quite apart from the Chil Disobedience Movement, 
particularly in Bombay and in Nagpur. In Burma, picketing of an 
intensive type is a very comn«on feature of scliool strikes and rapidly be- 
comes intimidation in an extreme form. In the Punjab too this feature 
has been present. Picketing w^as employed there only recently in a strike 
by the students of a Hindu technical institution, not a Government insti- 
tution. The strike “was directed not against Government in any way but 
apinsfc the private persons who were the managing body of that institu- 
tion. There was another case of picketing in a Government Engineering 
College which certainly did lead to force and violence. I have inther an 
interesting story to tell the House as to this form of the use of picketing. 
In Amritsar there were tw^o rival cinema houses, situated close together, 
and the proprietor of one of ^ose houses managed to get hold of a par- 
ticulai’ly popular film, an Indian film. The proprietor of the other house 
sav' all his clientele going day after day into the rival house. So he 
decided that that would not do at all. He spread about rumours that the 
film in question contained several gross insults to the Islamic religion and 
he hired men to pickel the rival Ginonia liouse. That went on for several 
days. The police had to be called in. There were several assaults and 
m far as I remember there was a really grave danger to the public peace. 
The movement was put down only by dealing with the pieketers under 
this section. Eventually a small committee of leading and respected 
Muslims was appointed to undertake a private censorship of the film. 
They said that there was nothing whatever in the film that could be 
elaimfxl even by the ^vildest stretch of imagination to eiontaan any sort of 
msnliiipig reference to Islam. It was merely a trade dodge to prevent 
people going into the rival cinema house. 


-'I' experience of every province has been that picketing almost 

leads to disorder and violence even when it was employed by 
Wlo taoimnally follow the creed of non-violence and thut, I think, 
sufficient justification for the retention of section 7 
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I need not detain the House for more than a minute or two on the 
next two sections which r.re oi coLnpaial voly minor impoilanee and which 
it is proposed to retain with a few small consequential amendments. The 
offence oC piekeling; will continue to be cognisable and non-bailable. This 
is essential, because persons, who are exposed to picketing, have very 
seldom in cur experience the courage to institute complaints. Section 11, 
another seellon which is to be retained, gives the Government of India, 
as o])n('sed to Local Goveimments, power to declare an association an un- 
lawfidi association. That was a provision of the original Act of 1908 but 
it was dropped when the Act voas amended in 1922. It is obvioudy a 
matter of eonveuieuce that in the ease of associations of an all-India 
character which it is necessary to declare unlawful the declaration should 
be by the GcYerninent of Tndir. 

Aext I come to an imp^/rlaut and, 1 iviioitj a very eontro^'ersial sec- 
tion, that is section 13 oi* the pre/^-ent Act of 1932. That was the section 
that added six ne\/ seexiens to Act XI Y of 1908, the Act which gives 
Gn'^^'rnment power to declare associations to be unlawful. The new sec- 
tions gave Government power to notify and take possession of places 
ILL. 1 h} unlawful associations, to take possession of moveable property 
found ill such places, and to forfeit the funds of .such associations. Now 
my broad general ease for the retention of these powers is as follows. 
If you admit that Oo’verriment should have the poxver of formal^” declar- 
ing as unlawful certain associations, certain subx-ersive movements, then 
I claim that that poxver should be of an effective natxme, that is 1o say, 
it should be siifSeient to enable Government to bring to a halt the activi- 
ties of the associatiicn which has been declared unlawful. The Act of 
1908, without these additions, has been found in practice to be uC com- 
paratively little use. It only makes possible the institution of proceed- 
ings against individuals either for being members of the unlawful associa- 
tion or for assisting in its activities or in its management. Without these 
additions, the Act gave no practical power of suppressing the association 
itself ; and in the case of dangerous subversive movements, I submit that 
vhat you want, what is really a more effective and indeed humane remedy, 
is not* to prosecute individuals but to suppress the association. Assuming 
that the revolutionary movements which I have spoken of continue, thien 
it is our ea'se that GtWernment will remain under the duty of countering 
such associations, and this, we consider, can only be effected if Govern- 
ment has the power to sei; 2 e tixeir headquarters and to confiscate their 
funds. Eemember that such headquarters have only one purpose, and 
that is an unlawful purpose. These powers will be specially useful, in 
our judgment, in dealing with Communist associations — and there are many 
such associations operating secretly and undergimind. Their literature, 
their propaganda and their stock-in-trade are often secreted in careimlly 
concealed headquarters. They are, to our knowledge, receiving regular 
and steady remittances of money from abroad ; and although it is not 
easy to lay hands on such remittainces, the knoviedge that we have the 
power to do so at any rate closes the ordinary channels of communication 
and adds to the difficulties of the organization. It is, moreover, likely to 
deter people from subscribing to such movements. 

I am well aware that the use of the special lajdditions made by the 
Act of 1932 to the Act of 1908 has been criticized ; the use of these sec- 
tions has been criticized especially in regard to their apjjlication to 
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Congress organisations. Ko\v, I am not a1 the moment going to defend 
their use ; it would hardly be ]*elevant. but I want to point out that those 
powers have frequently oeen used in the past against unlawful associa- 
tions completely dishiict from and having no connection with Congress. 
They have been used against terrorist organisations and latterly against 
several Conimunist bodies, and I believe in Burma against a number 
of associations connected with the recent disastrous rebellion. 

Sir, I lia^T spoken more than once of Communism, and I have said that 
it is a growing danger llie seriousness of which is perhaps not generally 
appreciated by the public. Perhaps I may be allowed at this stage to 
amplify those remarks, because Communism is one of the three subversive 
movements against which this Bill is directed. The movement, as I have 
said, works underground, in India at any rate, and the average citizen 
knows comparatively little about it But those of us who have had the 
chance of studying its methods and its literature are left in no- kind of 
doubt that it aims at bringing about, as quickly as it can, an armed revo- 
lution. That revolution is to be brought about — I quote their own 
words — by the armed insurrection of the widest possible masses of the 
working class, the peasantry, and the revolutionary petty bourgeoisie 
The movement is, of course, aimed against all forms of what is broadly 
described as '' imperialism but it is even more hostile to the political 
aims and methods of the Honourable gentlemen opposite. (Laughter.) 

An Honourable Member : Not hostile to yourself ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; The Communist movement con- 
demns the objects and aims of the Congress Party root and branch, and 
it seems to be specially hostile, curiously enough, to the left wing of the 
Congress — ^to what is generally known as the Congress Socialist Party, 
which in a very recent publication it described as having the aim of 
drawing the oppressed and exploited masses to its side under the show of 
sham socialist promises ”, 11s latCvSl pronouncements are absolutely 
opposed to any alliance, any form of alliance, with any section of the 
Congress Its object is — ^liere again I quote its own words — to be a 
completely independent political organization of the vanguard of the 
working classes, carrying on a mfn***i'es'^ struggle botli against Imperialism 
ami agauist ]^mirgeoi« National Reformism that is, against the Congrf'js 
movement. (Laugliter.) The first step in its struggle is to be the 
organization of political general strikes, and from that it is of course an 
easy stop to an armed rising of the masses, with the object of sweeping 
away, not only the Government but the whole fabric of society as now 
constituted, including of course e\cTiiiial]y all religions and all the great 
social structures which in this country are based on religion. At the 
moment the objects of the Communist Parly are directed especially towards 
a general strike ; and with this object it is trying — I am glad to say not 
very sueeessfully— to capture the genuine trades unions What the 
genuine trades unions themselves think of the Communist Party, I have 
ample evidence to show. They are perfectly alive to the danger, and in 
some eases have expelled from their unions people who are avowed Com- 
munisis. (Interruptions.) In one. case an important Railway Union, one 
of the largest, T believe, in India, expelled the Communists from its body, 
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and tlie General Secretary of the niiion issued a statement which I should 
like to quote. He said : 

“We have now come to realise that these organisers {that the communists) are 
not primarily interested in the immediate work ot the genume trades unions Belo ag- 
ing as they do to the communist school of thought and openly professing the communist 
pmiosophy involving undisguised preaching of violence, they were piiinanly mteresled 
in exploiting the union for their specihe objective. We hnd them giving the slogan 
ol a geneial political strike in season and out of season, when we definitely know that 
the v;o2keis in their present disorganised condition cannot be effectively mobilised to a 
strdie even foi their own economic elemands 

He added : 

‘ ‘ Alany or the branches strongly protested against the activity of these Gommunist 
workers and the headquarters of the union have been called upon to disown and 
denounce their policy 

Now, Sir, surely nobody can deny that that is potentially a most 
dangerous movement Eemeinher that it is financed largely from outside 
India. There is a regular traffic, I am sorry to say, of young Indians 
being sent to hloscow for training in Communist and revolutionary 
methods. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division * Non-Muhammadan) : Question ! 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am absolutely sure of my facts, 
and I can quote instance after instance. It is absurd to say question 
Some of these young men actually found their Avay back to India and are 
actively engaged in propagating the Communist doctrine of violent 
rebellion. 

No-w, Sir, I leave that subject and come to what is probably the most 
controversial pail: of what I fear is likely to be an extremely controversial 
Bill, and that is sections 14, 1 5 and 16 of the existing Act, which contmuea 
in its present form the Emei'geney Press Act of 1931 We propose that 
those provisions slioulcl be continued. Now, on this subject of the history 
and activities of the Indian Press I have an almost embarrassing amount 
of material and I have had considerable difficulty in picking and choosing 
what I should place before the House today. I think, however, that it is 
desirable that I should begin by briefly reminding the House of the recent 
history of press legislation In 1910 a Press Act was passed which wa.s 
broadly, though not in details, on the lines of the Act now in force, that 
is to say, the Emergency Act of 1931. It enabled security to be demanded 
and in certain cases to be forfeited and so on That Act was passed in 
1910 and continued in force till 1922 when it was repealed. After its 
repeal for a period of about eight years, that is until the promulgation of 
the first Ordinance of April 1930, the only control that could be exercised 
over the Press was under the ordinary law, that is the Indian Penal Code 
and the Criminal Procedure Code. The experience of those eight years 
showed that the ordinary law was entirely insufficient to stop inflamma- 
tory writings of the most dangerous description in support of terrorism, 
in praise of terrorist murderers and in the most violent incitement to 
communal hatred. I think a collection of extracts has been circulated or 
IE going to be circulated to Honourable Members to illustrate that and I 
will not weary the House with extracts now. I hope at a later stage of 
the debate other speakers may have an opportunity of amplifying this 
point and may also have an opportunity of describing how for those eight 
years a large section of the Press — I do not say, of course, the whole 
Press but I must say that it was an important section of the Press— was 
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devoted to encouraging terrorism and to praising terrorist murderei’s. 1 
■would only like to read to tlie House one little extract to show that my 
vie-w IS shared (or was shared) in a somewhat unexpected quarter The 
extract is from an article published on the 28th of May, 1931, and the 
■writer said : 

“ 1 have before me extracts from journals contaimug some giuesomo news, tluit is, 
communal ineitement, gross misrepresentation and iiK'itenient to poUtieal violcnee border* 
mg on murder. 

The writer of those lines, Sir, was ilahatma Gandhi hiinself and the 
article appeared in his paper Young India on the 28th of May, 1931. 

Now, I have said that, apart from encouragement to terrorism in those 
eight years in which the press was under no control, there was steady 
fomentation and encouragement of communal hatred a certain section 
of the press. The House will remember that in April, 192'6, there were 
very serious communal riots in Calcutta whicli lasted, so far as I remember, 
for some months off and on. In 1927 the Bengal Government reported 
that since the riots of April, 1926 : 

“ AJmost every Indian ncMspapei, Jtorgetiiil of the laigor ismes at stake, com- 
pletely lost irs Dalaiiee and raiig'ng itself ancoiupromisiiigly on the side of dissension 
pro(Ov.*<lv*d to tdl its j>ageo uitli the most })rovoeative aiticlob and to indulge ni the most 
extra vag.Mut and biasetl accounts of alleged incidents. Naturally, the result of this 
irrespoiiisibility on the part o± the Piess, together with the equally irresponsible 
references of a number of prominent Indians, was to spread discord and* unrest through- 
out the niolubsii.^' 

The same thing was happening at the same time in the Punjab, 
where I was then working. Throughout 1926 and in the early part of 
1927 the communal situation was most serious and it culminated in 
severe riots at Lahore in May, 1927, when 27 persons were killed and 
about 300 -wounded as a result of mob violence. Shortly after these riots, 
the Punjab Government reported as follows : 

** It IS notorious that many weekly and daily newspapers depend for their circula- 
tion on the publication of matter deliberately designed to increase communal hostility 
and tiiat there exists a considerable class ot pamphleteers and cartoonists who thiive 
by the dissenimation ot such matter. It is geneially admitted by those in close touch 
■with the .lournalistie profession that the more exaggerated are the stories to which thev 
give cunency and the more alarmist the rumours which they spread, the greater is their 
sale. ' 

That is the sad part of it. It is done only for pecuniary gain. The' 
letter went on to say : 

“ Attacks on religious leaders are by no means the only stock-in-trade of these 
journals, nor are they the monopoly of any one community. Vilification of historical 
personages is another common feature. Thus, abuse of Bhivaji appears in MusHm 
papers, while Timur, Aurungzeb and Mohammad Bin Kasim are frequently hold up 
to obloquy in Hindu journals. vScveral papers make it a practice to quote ooscene 
passages, especially those <ieabng with sexual relations, from the scriptures of the 
opposite religion and the social habits of the different communities are constantly held 
up to ridicule . ^ 

Now, Sir, that was the situation which led up to the promulgation of 
the first Press Ordinance in April, 1930. The sitaation was, of course 
^gravated by the launching of the Civil Disobedience Movement and the 
Ordinance ■was necessitated partly by that but mainly by the very 
dangerous situation that had by then arisen in regard to terrorism The 
Ordinance was promulgated in April, 1930, and expired towards the end 
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of October of tlie same year. Williiii one montli of its expiry iiiflamniatory 
writings were again appearing in liie Press and, of course, the Ordinance 
haying expired tliere was no means left but the ordinary la.^v from checking 
them. Writing on the 13th December, 1930, that is, about six weeks after 
th(i expiry of the Ordinance, the Punjab Government reported : 

“ Bince the Indian Pi ess Oidnianee ol 1930 lapsed the tone of the ludian-edited 

1 PM. newspapers iii the Punjab has steadily deteriorated and recently 
ai tides ot siidi virulence have appeared as to indicate that the 
ordinary law has no terrors foi editois who arc bent on creating disaltection against 
Orovernmenl. 8iiiee the expiry of the Ordinance prosecutions under section 124-A of 
the Indian Penal Code have been ordered m two eases and proscriptions in two other 
cases on account of articles published in the newspapers But these are only extieme 
eases where the law has been manifestly biokcn. Apait from such cases theie is a 
daily Hood of articles on the border line, all of which are calculated to arouse dis- 
alteetion, although they may not be of suhicient viiulence to make it ivorth while to 
proseiiute. ’ ’ 

Only 19 days after ike lapse of tiie Ordinance, a Bdiar paper pub- 
lislied tlie following poem which is a rough translaiioii * 

“ 8ct liie to every house 
“ ytir op ill eveiyv ” 

“ Allow the breast to be riddled by gun shot 
Drive out the country’s enemies ” 

* ‘ Dye the cloth wutli your blood ’ ’ 

“ Destroy the Biitish rule ” 

“ Let the head hang on the gallows ” 

‘ ‘ TlircAv aivay the foreign goods. ’ ’ 

An Honourable Member : What is the name of the paper which 
published this poem ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I had better not mention the 
name of the paper All the other Local Governments similarly reported 
a rapid deterioration in the tone of the Press and the publication of articles 
which would have come within the provisions of the Ordinance had it been 
in force. The Bengal Government, for instance, said : 

“ Many papeis threw oft all pretence of opposition to violence. Several papers 
openly expressed sentiments of approval of the Chittagong Armoury Raid. The 
JSwadhamtJi features an article entitled ‘ Bravo Chittagong An attempt on the life 
of Sir Charles Tegart passed almost un-noticed, such sympathy as there was being 
almost entirely tor the assassins, one of whom was killed by his own bomb The 
assassinations of Mr. Bowman and Dieutenant-Colonel Simpson were condemned so half- 
heartedly as to leave no doubt as to the insincerity of the writers, while the murderers 
were praised ” 

That wag the situation when the second Ordinance had to be promul- 
gated in December, 1930. It was necessitated by the complete and rapid 
deterioration of the Press all over the country in every Province, practic- 
ally immediately the first Ordinance lapsed. The second Ordinance lasted 
till the 6th March, 1931, when all the Ordinances were withdravm after the 
Pact. Then, again, from March, 1931, till October of that year, a period 
of about seven months, ihere was no> further control over the Press other 
than tlie ordinary law, but unfortunately any hope that the extremist 
Press -would observe a reasonable amount of restraint was disappointed. 
In all Provinces there was once again an immediate and steady deteriora- 
tion. In Bengal direct or indirect approbation of terrorism in the Press 
gained in volume and boldness of expression. Apart from the open glori- 
fication of terrorist murderers there were constant histories of revolution 
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in different countries and of the lives of revolutionaries, constant poems 
extolling revolutionary activities in language designedly obscure and pro- 
fessed condemnation of terrorist crimes, coupled with the praise of the self- 
sacrifice and idealism of the terrorist murderers : 

“ There can be no manner o± doubt 

— ^the Bengal Government wrote at that time, that was in 1931, — 

** that this eievation of eowaidly murder to the plane of heroism and the criminal’s 
expiation of his crime to that of martyrdom had an enormous effect in inciting 
immature and sentimental mmds to follow the example of these so-called patriots. 
There is no possibility that better counsels will prevail or that fche more sober and 
saner section of society will have any influence in restraining the Press It is true 
that there has been a slight improvement in the local Press in the last few days, but 
this IS attributable solely, 

—this, I think, is significant, — 

to fear bred of talk and rumour that the Press Ordinance is to be revived.” 

Thus, in the periods from 1922 to early 1930, in November, 1930 and 
in March and April, 1931, similar causes produced exactly similar effects. 

So much for past history of Press legislation. I have shown, I think 
conclusively, from the experience of no less than three periods, that when- 
ever the control of the Press has been relaxed there has been in certain 
sections an immediate and dangerous deterioration in its tone. It is idle 
to argue in face of these incontrovertible' facts that all sections of the 
Press are actuated by a proper sense of responsibility. But the point I 
wish to make is this, that responsible and properly conducted newspapers 
which do not indulge in such writings have nothing to fear from this law. 

Now, there is one other point in this connection and that is the com- 
plete inadequacy of the peimanent laws embodied in the Indian Penal 
Code and the Criminal Procedure Code to restrain the undesirable activi- 
ties of the Press. I quote again from a letter of a Local Government 
dealing with this very point : 

“ The power of proscription under section 99-A of the Procedure Code is of 
little avail because the objectionable matter is aheady published and in circulation 
betore Government can take action In fact in some cases proscription merely gives 
an undesirable advertisement to the document which is proscribed. Action under 
section 108,” 

— that is the security section of the Criminal Procedure Code, — 

and piosecntions under sections 124-A and 153- A ” 

— that is, for promoting communal hatred, — 

are rendered fruitless by the employment of dummy editors, publishers or printers 
who are put up for prosecution while the actual person responsible cannot be touched 
by the law. This practice was not new in 1927.” 

This practice is a very old one and has been I believe common in 
Bengal so far back as 1907. In the north of India during the eight years 
that there Was no control over the Press it became in the ease of these 
gutter journals a regular practice : 

** While proceedings under the Criminal Procedure Code or the Penal Code are 
frequently protracted, there is nothing in the existing law to restiain the offending 
press or newspaper from republishing the very matter which is the subject of proseeu- 

Actually to my personal knowledge there is nothing which some of 
the lowest class of journals welcome more than a criminal prosecution. 
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Only the dummy editor goes to jail, and the more protracted the prosecu- 
tion, the greater is the advertisement and the higher goes the circulation 
of the paper. In the Punjab in the year 1926, — -that was when there was 
of course no special law, — prosecutions under section 153-A, i.e , for incite- 
ment to communal unrest, vere instituted against the editors ot seven 
newspapers, three being Muslims, two Hindus and two Sikhs In the first 
eight months of 1927, — that was when communal unrest was extremely 
bad and the House will remember that there was a serious communal riot 
in May, 1927, — the Punjab Government proscribed 11 newspapers and 
eight books. During the same period 17 papers were warned and proceed- 
ings taken under section 153-A of the Indian Penal Code or section 108 
of the Criminal Procedure Code against these newspapers. These pro- 
ceedings,^ however, had little or no effect in restraining the dissemination 
of undesirable matter. The Punjab Government’s letter went on to say : 

“ At the piesent moment (August, 1927), the tone of the vernacular pi ess as a 
'Whole IS probably more virulent and more obscene than at any time since 1922.” 

That was the year when the Press Act was repealed : 

The power to proscribe publications that offend is of little piaetieal use 

in the case of newspapeis, for objectionable articles can obviously only come to the 
knowledge of G-overnmeut after publication, and once a newspaper has obtained two 
or thiee hours’ start the mischief is done.'’ 

Then, the letter went on to deal with what I have said was a common 
practice, 'and I am afraid still is in some cases, of employing dummy 
editors, and I should like the House to- listen to tins quotation because it 
shows how this practice renders the common law of the land entirely 
futile : 

“ Within a short period as many as 10 successive editois ^\ere registered for the 
Btyasat of Lahore. The Zanmidar has in recent years been warned no less than 14 
times ; and about a dozen separate prosecutions under the Penal Code have been 
instituted, most of which have ended in conviction. In not one of these prosecutions, 
however, was it possible to proceed against the real editor and proprietor. On each 
occasion a dummy editor had been the victim. Only a few days ago on the arrest 

of such a nominal editor under section 153-A a man who is illiterate and 

totally blind has been registered as editor of the journal. Similarly on the recent 
conviction of the editor and proprietor of the Muslim Outlook for contempt of couit 

in respect of an article commenting on a High Court judgment, the nominal editor- 

ship of this daily paper passed to a man who was formerly a railway guard and later 
a member of a gang of currency notes forgers, who has escaped conviction by becom- 
ing an approver The present editor of a Sikh newspaper which is now being 
prosecuted under the Indian States (Protection against Disaffection) Act, 1922, is an 
^ir-conviet, a barber by caste, who was foi a time a syce in a labour corps and was 

sentenced to imprisonment for desertion Nearly all the worst vernacular journals 

have dummy editors of this type, most of them being eaj*conviets for whom imprison- 
ment is no real deterrent.” 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) ; We 
are all c^-conviets on this side. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Then imprisonmeut has no terror 
for you also. But you don’t forge currency notes. 

As regards the press provisions I want to emphasise the point tliat 
we have no desire whatever to- throttle criticism even of the most vigorous 
kind, provided it is not based on malicious lies and false rumours. The 
Act is not directed and has not been used against responsible newspapers 
or presses. It has been used, I claim, with moderation and restraint. I 
will not quote figures now but no doubt they will come up later in the 
debate. 

L181LAD P 
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Ilouse^ ttVo Press Act. I do not think I need trouble the 

thriet of 1 observations on the remaining sections of 

*-» & liOBe of them .are really of any great importance. 

Sir I have endeavoured to present the ease for mv Bill as dis- 
passionately as possible. I have endeavoured +n ■+ 

nn offpri=!i\m T 1 ouGea’vouiea to justify its provisio;i.s in 

h4?inl which W It teful to the House for the patient 

aeaiing which they nave given me. I should like, before I sH down to 

I knowA? miSd ^ which will follow will be conducted, though 

know It nust be controversial, without undue heat or undue bitLcrne.ss 

ttiem at bui I would ask 

wHave t?beT, 1 ^ convictions. 

f ip- innid two mam considerations, we have to keen before 

is two oojeets which we think it our duty to pursue. The first is^hnf we 
have to hand over to the new Governments which are very Sit otin' 
into existence mi admanistrative niachine provided with the iiecessarv 
StadJit* Tb^” s^^’^'ersive and disruptive forces wliieli mav 

Sntitive to tL"" 1 tr 7u ^ ^ P^-obablv more 

trXS tltmumtus ® dangerous forms of agitation than the 
dfml, it In_ particular I fear that they may iind more 

f y efteetively with dangerous situations arising' out of 

eommunal strife. Il would obviously be unfair to deprive them S the 
outset of their career of weapons which we have found indispensable and 
to place on them the odium of having to forge such weapons anew. 

The second object which we conceive it our duty to pursue is this 
There is a large section of the population of this country wl feh really 

if “y- political movements of anv khid 
«]) and down the country there are millions, even in the constituencies 
repiesented by Honourable Members opposite there are millionV 

iTak'Tlf i" -t%narL"kS;?nr 

no pai t, if they can help it, in any form of agitation. (Interruptions I 
niptioi xlembers might allow me to conclude without inter- 

Some Honourable Members Please go on. 

mUlioBs wKat ,s died in'cant pto« “ comMe “ »»£ ” Tf"" 
kmd «,,u«ny e„t.il» , certain amount ot aStot a„^tT.v.- 

STSVr '’“'“'r, Or<^^n lSlZlk °XrZ']t S file 

duty of Government to protect these people. " 

to crash ^he^rplrito? n^OTaUsS^* legislation is not 

- S " ■ - r 

« a oc,. TiV^iSr' 
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Sir, I beg to move : 

‘‘ ‘ That the Bill to amend the Criminal Law be taken into consideration. ^ ^ 

Mr. President : (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Motion moved s 
‘ ‘ That the Bill to amend the Onmmal Law be taken into consideration. ’ ’ 

There was a notiee from the Honourable Member, Mr. Gauba, that 
he intended to move an amendment, to refer the Bill to a Select Com- 
mittee . liie Chau understands the Honourable Member does not wish to 
move it. 

Mir K L. Gauba (East Central Punjab : Muhammadan) : No, Sir : 
I do not vish to move it. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter to Tiiree of 
the Clock 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter to Thi^ee of 
the Clock, ]\Ir. ih*esjdent (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eaiiimj in the 
Chair. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti . Mr. President, the Honourable the Home Mem- 
ber, whose absence from his seat I regret, m his opening speech the other 
day, as well as todaj, appealed for the elimination of bitterness irom this 
discussion. I think, Sir, I can promise him in advance that, so far as in 
ns lies, wo shall do our best to avoid all bitterness. But, Sir, he claimed 
that ho introduced tJiis Bill on behalf of the Government of India, uuth 
a very real sense of lesponsibility I want him to believe, Sir, that when 
we oppose the considoration of this Bill, we do so with an equally serious 
sense of full responsibility. If today. Sir, we are to run this Govern- 
ment, N’ve shall have no use for this Bill at .all We are absoluLoly eon- 
fidtmi that we can govern this country peacefully and in its best interests, 
without the help of this Bill. He also wanted us, Sir, to believe that they 
were honestly convinced that this Bill was necessary. I again want him 
to belie-^'e that v/e are equally honestly convinced that this Bill is not 
in the best interests oi' this country. Nearly a generation ago, Mr. Presi- 
dent, Lord Morley, the then Secretary of State for India, wrote to Lord 
Minto, the then Yieeroy, for intractable blindness to all the signs of the 
times give me a certain sort of high Indian Civilian and, I think. Sir, 
for a generation now, the Honourable the Home Member has remained 
stationary , not only sartorially on his own admission, but also mentally ; 
and today, we have the same phenomenon of purhlindness to all the signs 
of the times ; otlierwise, I cannot understand why, if they have passed 
the Government of India Act with a, flourish of trumpets saying that 
Swaraj is on the horizon, they should introduce this Bill. A sane^ but 
not very jirogressivi. Viceroy, Lord Minto, — I read this in Lady Mintons 
very interesting book India, Minto and Morley — ^said : 

** As to repressive legislation, it is all impoitant that it should precede your 
announeemeiit of reforms in Parliament. I am most anxious that we should get^ our 
disagreeable work over, before your announcement is made We must give the medicine 
first, and then do all we can to take the case away. If we weie to follow up your 
a 3 Qiiouncement with stiff legislation and deportation, %ve should make a fatal mistake. 
The taste of the last dose would remain in the patient’s mouth ” 

T eommeiKl the labt bentenee to the Honourable the Home Member and 
his advisers. 

L181LAD 
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Then, Sir, in answer to a point I raised about the prepuhli(;ation of 
the contents of the Bill in the Statesman, the Honourable the Home Mem- 
ber categorically and with some temper, I was sorry to note 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No, no. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I accept the correction, — stated that the Govcxm- 
ment had two categories of press in this country, the “ friendly ” and 
the “ unfriendly ” press, and they would use the friendly press for their 
propaganda and look .askance at the unfriendly press 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I did not say that. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : You did not say that, but you meant it, and 
I want to commend to him a piece of advice which a very ancient man, 
Maricha, gave to a very ancient Rakshasa, Havana : 

Stdahhd purashd rdjan satatam priya vadimh 
Apriyasya tu tashyasya vahtd shrotacha durlabhah^ 

I will translate it for the Honourable the Home Member : 

Men who talk pleasant xnamties are plenty^ but those who speak the truths be 
it pleasant or unpleasant, are veiy tew, and those w’ho listen to that truth are fe'v’ver 
indeed ; 

and I would suggest to my Honourable friend, the Home Member, that, 
after that admission, — I am very glad the Honourable the Law Member 
appreciates it, and 1 hope, Sir, he will act on that, m his dealings with 
the Government and talk the unpleasant truth, and not the pleasant 
untruth. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : I have 
always done that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Sir, I suggest to my friend, the Home Member, 
that when a Member of Government says I look upon one section of 
the press as friendly, and upon another section as unfriendly he is 
giving away the entire case for .any confidence being reposed In the 
Government to administer the Press Act impartially On their own show- 
ing, all editors of presses are not equal in their eyes. Some of them are 
black, some of them are white, some of them, I believe, are black and 
white in their eyes ; and, therefore, I say that this attitude of the Govern- 
ment is proof positive that the Press Act is a dangerous weapon in the 
hands Of this Government. 

Sir, the ugliest feature of this Bill is the cool, .audacious assertion that 
it shall remain permanently on the Statute-book ; and in trying to justi- 
fy that, Sir, the Honourable the Home Member said temporary legislation 
against subversive movements encourages the hope that those movements 
may be resumed. Now, Sir, the Honourable the Home Member evidently 
believes in only one method of dealing with these movements, namely, 
attempting to sni^press them, but T suggest to. him that, from the political 
philosophy and history of his own country, there is another, saner, better 
and more elective method of dealing with these movements, and that is, 
to remove the causes which cause these movements. Hear, hear from 
Congress Party Benches,) And, so long as the Honourable the Home 
limber believes that he can suppress these movements, he will find he is 
grossly mistaken. If he does not adopt ameliorative measures to remove 
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the causes entirely. 1 congratulate, Sir, the Honourable the Home 
Member or. having paid the Mahatma the sincerest form of compliment by 
adopting his phrase change of heart Now, I want to know whether 
there is any change of heart on the part of this Government when, after 
having made an Oi'dinance for six months, after having enacted a law for 
three jears, they now come and say . We want a permanent measure on 
the Statute-book ’’ 

Then, my Honourable friend said that it is impossible to see any 
reasonable period of time within which terrorism, communism or com- 
munal mienace may feme to an end On that matter, I desire to make 
t-wo submissions. The Honourable the Home Member read a series of 
extracts I listened to them very carefully, and I think I am right in 
saying that all those extracts came from Bengal or from the Punjab.. ... . 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : There are plenty of them from 
other provinces. 

^ Mr. S. Satyamurti : I know my Honourable friend’s resources are 
unlimited, but he thought that, for the purpose of proving his case, 
those extracts were enough. I lake him at his word. . . . 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : No. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Should I not take you at your word ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I did not wish to weary tb(' 
House with more extracts 

Mir. S. Satyamurti *. You chose the most important, the most signi- 
ficant, and the most dangerous. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The most telling. 

Mir. S Satyamurti : Therefore, so far as the Honourable the Home 
Member’s sense of values is concerned, the danger is very great in Bengal 
and in the Punjab. The danger is admittedly, I put it at the lowest, not 
so great in other ])rovinees. Now, I want to put it to him that, in Bengal, 
they have a special Act which they have passed recently into law, I be- 
lieve, for another period of five years, and there are many other Acts be- 
sides this permanently on the Statute-book. The same is the case in the 
Punjab I ^vani to Imow' why, wiion thej^e tw’O provinces are supposed to 
be particularly criminal and when in those provinces there are special Acts, 
an all-India Aef should be sought to be placed on the Statute- 

book. As for communal troubles I do not want to say a word which 
will make a bad situation W'Orse. But I do suggest to the Plonourable the 
Home Member to lay his hand on his heart and to say to himself and not 
to us, wdietlier this Government have done all that they can to promote 
comm anal peace and harmony in this country, whether they have not on 
the wdiole played the game, sometimes successfully, sometimes unsuccess- 
fully, of pitting one community against another. I, therefore, think that, 
if the communal situation w not better than what it is. part at least of 
that responsibility imwt lie at the doors of this Government 

Mr. Sri Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non-Miiham- 
madan Rural) : It will end with them. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Therefore, it seems to me that there are no valid 
reasons given for making this measure permanent.. For that one reason 
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alone, we should oppose this. The Honourable the Home Member ’.s pre- 
decessor, Sir Harry Haig, m the course of more than one spee(*h on this 
Bill in the last Asembly said, “ The origin of the Bill is Civil Disobe- 
dience,” “ So long as the movement continues we must have these 
powers ”. And in the Statement of Objects and Reasons of this Bill you 
will notice in paragraph 2 the first sentence reads as follows : 

The Civil Disobedience Movement is at present in abeyance. Covernment ha\t% 
therefore, decided not to continue the provisions against those forms of intimidation 
which were a special feature of that movement, namely, etc 

I do suggest to the Honourable the Home Member that, If he is to 
go by the statements of his predecessor he should not have introduced this 
Bill, and I suggest to him 'the wise words of a statement : 

“ "When a political emergency becomes the normal state of affairs, the time has 
definitely passed for dealing with it either by executive deeiee or by legislative enact- 
ment. The question, then, is of ameliorative and eonciliatoiy statesmanship.^’ 

Then, Sir, ^ve Dad a few words from the Honourable the Home Mem- 
ber which showed deep and grave concern for the 
future of the new G-overnments to be established in 
this country. The Honourable the Home Member’s heart is 

overflowing with symp^athy for these unfortunate new Governments, and, 
therefore, lie must pul this weapon on the Statute-book in order to help 
them start the administration peacefully. What are these new Govern- 
ments ! On the Government’s own showing the new Governments in the 
provinces are going to be fully responsible Governments, Governors’ safe- 
guards being there merely for the sake of being there, and never going to 
be used. If there is a little of sincerity in that claim for these new Gov- 
ernments, T put it 1o my Honourable friend that he should show that 
sincerity by allowing these Provincial Governments to administer these 
provinces on their own responsibility. Law and order are suppos^^d to be, 
under the Government of India Act, provincial transferred subjects, for 
which there will be Ministers responsible to the provincial Legislatures. I 
want to know why the Honourable the Home Member thinks that he must 
give a free gift of this Bill to the provincial Ministers, when they have to 
start, their work under the new reforms. And I suggest that the Ministers 
can be trusted to deal with the situation, with a full knowledgv^ of their 
own responsibility. IVloreover, I want to point out, if I may, that unlike 
under the present Government of India Act, under the new Government 
of India Act there are at least seven authorities who can make emergency 
laws besides the Legislatures, — ^tlie Governor General, all the Governors, the 
Ministers, and so on, and so forth Therefore, even if an emergenev 
arises, there is ample statutory provision under the new Government of 
India Act. The real reason, may I suggest, is this, that they contemplate 
the Government of this countrv bv means of safeguards, .and, therefore, in 
order to protect these autocratic Governors and the Governor General, they 
want this Bill on the Statute-book, in order to stifle public opinion in the 
Press and on the platform. Otherwise, I can see no justification for tijis 
measure at all. Again, whenever we a>sk questions here on any matter, 
even of an allJndla importance, if it is technically Local Governments’, 
the questiong are (»ver-ruled, — I am not questioning your rDliug at all, 
Mr. President, I am merely drawing a lesson froth it— on the ground that 
they are questions v/hieh primarily concern the Local Governments. Do 
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not law and order primarily concern Local Governments f Wliy should 
the Government of India be so anxious to pass this all-India legisiatioiit 
Is it not inconsistent with the spirit of the so-called provincial autonojiiy ? 

I hope that even this Government have not yet become wholly jm]>er- 
vions to public opinion, I would ask my Honourable friend, the Home 
Member, to tell me, apart from Local Governments, what public opinion 
is ill favour of this Bill ? Which associations have sent memorials to the 
Government m siippoit of this Bill ? Have any public bodies supported 
this Bill ? Has any Indian newspaper supported this Bill 1 For whom 
are you etiacting it ^ 

An Honourable Member : The Btatesman, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is tins idea of naked autocracy ? Why 
do you want to enact the law in the teeth of all relevant public opinion ? 
And, 1 submit, public opinion is the most relevant consideration ni a 
repressive measure of this extensive kind I will read the ivords of a 
man, wdiose authority even this Government dare not question on the 
floor of this House : 

“ This Bill IS a mere copy with certain provisions of the Ordinance which was 
passed by the Governor General in exercise of his prerogative. But we are ashed iiow^ 
to add to the ordinary criminal law of the land, provisions which, I submit with entne 
confidence to the House, are absolutely inconsistent with the principles of erimmal 
jurisdiction, even as prevalent in this country. The importance of this measure, the 
serious character of its effects on the lives of the citizens, on their most cherished 
rights, on their lights of personal protection, and personal liberty, on their lights of 
property, on their rights of association are all of a character which cannot be said 
to be at all slight or which can bo brushed aside as something unimportant. Now, 
'a measure of this magnitude and importance and seriousness can only be passed by 
us if we find it absolutely necessary to meet a condition of things which^ exists at 
the present moment and if we had the support of public opinion. If public opinion 
is against it, does he expect us to defy public opinion ! We are here in order to 
represent and voice public opinion, to din it into the ears of the Government ; and 
are we the persons to be asked to act contrary to public opinion ? Is not this enough 
to show that this measure is wholly unjustified and cannot be forced down upon ns * 
The officials are in a different position. I understand that, they can defy public 
opinion and they have often done it. But onr position is very different. So, I say, 
we are not in a pposition to support this measure as admittedly public opinion is hostile 
to it. This is one conclusive answer. Another conclusive answer is that Government 
have not proved their case ’ ' 

These were your words when the Criminal Law Amendment Act was 
before this House, and even this Government dare not question the 
impartiality of your judgment or your capacity to pronounce on public 
questions 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The Bill was passed by a large 
majority. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yon will find a different tale this time. 

An Honourable Member : He had a foretaste of it yesterday. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; I want to ask a question It arose also on my 
point. Did Government consult public opinion f Did they consult only 
the European Chambex’s of Commerce ^ Did they consult the European 
associations ? I want to ask another question — are all Local Governments 
in favour of this Bill and do Local Governments mean Ministers also, 
especially in my province ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I cannot recollect. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : Did that Government say* in their opinions that 
their Ministers support them in their demand f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Some of them certainly but I 
cannot remember. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have the Madras Government said that their 
Ministers are in favour of this Bill 1 Now, Sir, so far as this BiE is 
concerned, there are four matters really sought to be dealt with. First is 
picketing, the second is unlawful associations, the third is more control 
of the Press, and a new offence, section 5, reading from a proscribed book 
or document. Now, I suggest that, so far as picketing is done by illegal 
or unlawful means, it can be dealt with by the ordinary law of the land. 

I ask my friend, the Law Member, to use his legal conscience, if he 
interferes in this debate at all, and to tell the House whether I am not 
right, humble as I am, in my contention that picketing carried on illegally 
or by unlawful means can be dealt with by the ordinary law of the land. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Are you charging me with 
having a conscience ^ 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I apologise As for other forms of picketing, 
if it is peaceful, I suggest that it should not be interfered with hy the 
Government, I will come to that presently, but let me deal at once 
with section 5 of the old Act I must say, as one who has spent two 
weeks on this very difficult task that it is almost impossible to follow 
this referential legislation. We have got two or three Acts and we have 
got to go backwards and forwards. However, I will do my best. Section 
5 of the old Act is sought to be re-enacted That section says : 

“ Whoever publishes, circulates or repeats in public any passage from a news- 
paper, a book or other document, copies whereof have been declared to be forfeited 
to His Majesty under any law for the time being in force, shall be punishable, 
etc. 

The second clause says : 

“ No Court shall take cognisance of an offence punishable under this section 
unless the Local Government has certified that the passage published, circulated or 
repeated contains in the opinion of the Local Government seditious or other matter 
of the nature contained in section 99A of the Criminal Procedure Code or sub- 
section (1) of section 1 of the Press Emergency Powers Act. 

These are very comprehensive words. Sub-section (1) of section 4 of 
the Press Emergency Powers Act contains only two clauses, inciting to the 
offence of murder or other offences involving any violence or expressing 
admiration of any such offence or person, but according to this Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, which is sought to be made permanent, there are 
six clauses added to it, seducing any officer or soldier from the army, 
sedition, causing annoyance to any person engaged in the administration 
of law, inducing public servants to resign from office, etc , promoting 
feelings of enmity, prejudicing the recruitment of persons, etc. Now, Sir, 
if you take the very comprehensive nature of this clause and see what is 
exactly sought to be done, you will see at once the mischief of this clans'’. 
What is sought to_ be _ prohibited is not the publication of a seditious 
book, not the publication of a document which comes within any one of 
these numerous and comprehensive categories, but the publication of a 
dwnment or a passage which the Executive in its own unaided discretion 
will declare to be seditious or otherwise. It may have been proscribed 
by the Government, but the Government is the last person in the world 
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to administer any law judicially. Every civilised Government knows it, 
and leaves it very rightly to the Courts of law. 

My objection to section 5 is that it enthrones executive arbitrary dis- 
cretion in the place of the decisions of the ordinary Courts of law in this 
country. And that I am right there, I will prove by a quotation from the 
Honourable Sir Harr^^ Haig himself when he was Home Member. Reply- 
ing to a similar attack as mine on this clause, he said : 

It Las been said that in fact the magistrate will have very little to do in such 
cases. JNow, I quite admit it ; this is really in essence an executive proceeding — 
the proscription of a book or document. Now, m order to make that executive pro- 
ceeding eifeetive, one must provide that the publication of any portion of that book 
or document in defiance of that order should be punishable, and that it is required 
to prove that the book has been proscribed and that it has been deliberately published 
or circulated. I frankly admit it — that this is an executive proceeding which, if 
there is any defiance of it, has got to be completed and followed by a legal process.’^ 

Therefore, there is no judicial discretion in the matter at all : and I 
think T may point out that, so far as this particular ofcence of publishing 
a seditious document is concerned, if the Government are merely anxious 
to prevent realty seditious books from being published, the Government 
have got ample power, under section 124A of the Indian Penal Code, 
section 108 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, and section 99 A of the 
Criminal Procedure Code. They need not have this power at all. Only 
they van! to substitute pure executive discretion for judicial decision in 
such matters. I submit that this is a very dangerous position, and nO' 
Legislature, which claims to be representative or even reasonable, can allow 
the executive Government to usurp these powers. On this matter again, 
I have the high authority of a distinguished Englishman which T trust 
this Government will not brush aside. I am referring to Chief Justice 
Hewart’s book, ‘ The New Despotism This is what Chief Justice Hewart 
■wi’ites about the tendency of the executive in such matters : 

‘ ‘ The business of the executive is to govern. The only persons fit to govern 
are experts. The experts in the art of Government are the permanent officials, who, 
exhibiting an ancient and too much neglected virtue, ‘ think themselves worthy of 
gieat things, being worthy ^ Two main obstacles hamper the beneficent work of 
the expert. One is the sovereignty of Parliament, and the other is the rule of law. 
To this end, let him clothe himself with despotic power and then because the forms are 
Parliamentary, defy the law courts. 

This course will prove tolerably simple if he can : 

(a) get legislation passed in a skeleton form, fill up the gap with his own 
rules, orders and regulations, (h) make it difficult or impossible for 
Parliament to cheek the said rules, orders and regulations, (c) securo. 
for them the force of statute, (d) make his own decision final, and 
(e) arrange that the fact of his decision shall be conclusive proof of its 
legality, (/) take power to modify the provisions of statutes, and 
(g) prevent and avoid any sort of appeal to a court of law.’^ 

I think, Sir, every Member of this House will agree with Chief Justice 
Hewart when he says that : 

We cannot really prefer the executive jurisdiction to the jurisdiction of courts, 
and our faith in courts is not a mere fetish It is based on certain fundamental 
reasons. The work of a court involves many important ingredients, as for example 
the .ludge is identified and is responsible for his decision, the case is conducted in 
public The result is governed by impartial application of principles. All parties to 
the eoiitroversT are fully and fairly heard. All these elements are absent from 
executive decisions. 

My objection to section 5, therefore, is that it seeks to punish as an 
offence, not an offence which is found on evidence, sifted hy Courts of law 
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in public and found as such, but oifcnces so prescribed by the executive ; 
and if, perhaps, Chief Justice Hewart is a little too strong for the Members 
of the Front Treasury Bench, I may quote a more respectable mdhiduaL 
Lord Morley. Sir, in one of those numerous delightful letters whicli he 
wrote to Lord Minto — ^lie writes in answer to a high official like one of 
those Honourable Occupants of the Treasury Bench : 

‘‘ So and s>o said to me tins morning — he has left out the name unfortunately — 
‘ ' You see tlie great executive officers never like or trust lawyers ^ ^ ^ ' I will tell you 
why ’ W said—‘^ It is because they do not like or trust law.'' (Laughter.) '' They 
in their hearts believe before all else the virtues of will and arbitrary power.'’ 

That system may have worked in its own way in old days, and in those days the 
people may have had no particular objection to arbitrary rule, out, as you have '<aid 
to me scores of times, the old days are gone and the times breathe a new spirit, a,iid 
we cannot carry on upon the old maxims. This is not to say that we are to watcli 
the evil-doers with folded arms, waiting to see what the Devil will send us. You will 
tell me what you think is needed. I trust and fully believe that you will not judge 
me to be callous, sitting comfortably in an armchair at Whitehall, while bombs are 
scattenng violent death in India, while men like — so and so are running the risk of 
murder every hour, for year after year, upon the frontier, wdiile all sorts and condi- 
tions of men and women are enveloped in possibilities of hideous horrors like those 
of fifty years ago All I can say is " — and I respectfully commend those words to 
the Bonourahle the Borne Memier — we have to take every precaution that law 
and administration can supply us with " — not this illegal law, lawless law — and 
meauwffiile to face what comes in the same spirit of energy and stoicism combined in 
which good generals face a prolonged and hazardous campaign." 

Then, Sir, the next section in this Bill which is sought to be per- 
petuated is section 7 — molesting a person to prejudice of employment 
on business.” 

Now, Sir, in paragraph 2 of the Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
we find these statements : 

" Picketing has not ceased with the civil disobedience movement. It is now 
recognized not only as a means of opposition to any form of constituted authority 
but also of causing annoyance to private persons who di:ffer from the political, 
economic or religious views of the picketers It is likely to be a main feature of anv 
subversive movement and it cannot be dealt with effectively under the ordinary 


I propose. Sir, to contest every one of these statements. As for the 
question of annoyance, Mr President, I speak with great hesitation, but 
it does seem to me to be that public morality, to a certain extent at least, 
depends upon the fear of annoyance by others, if we do certain flagrant 
acts in public No one can live in a community or society without fearing 
some kind of annoyance or other. We annoy our friends opposite, and 
I am sure they annoy us. Are we then to enact a law that, to prevent 
annoyance to my friends we shall all be wiped out, or per contra Sir, 
annoyance is inevitable in some form or other in the scheme of society. 
Not all of us are made of the same sweet temper always, and it does 
seem to me that to try to protect a man from annoyance, even God cannot 
do it, and it is only the Government of India that dare attempt to do it. 
No man can do just what he pleases, and T put it to my Honourable friend, 
Sir, that, if social reform in any civilised society is to depend merely on 
legislation, on the fear of punishment, this poor humanity of ours would 
have made no progress at all. It is because there have been great refor- 
mers who, to the annoyance of others, have perpetually brought forth 
their doctrines, reiterated them and educated public opinion that we have 
made some progress from the level of the savage and the barbarian : 
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and it, therefore, seems to me, that we should not attempt this impossible 
task of eliminaiing annojmnce altogether from public life. 

Then, Sir, the Statement of Objects says this • 

It IS likely to be a permanent feature of any subversive movement 

Now, why slionlil there be a subversive movement ? Are there sub- 
versive movements in England ? Why not ^ Because you govern your- 
selves : and if we govern ourselves, there will be no subversive move- 
meiits here. Therefore, the cure for every subversive movement ^ is 
not suppressive or repressive legislation, but to remove the causes which 
precipitate such subversive movements Moreover, I want to suggest tO’ 
the Government, who have such a pathetic faith in repressive legislation, 
that affection for Government or respect for law and order cannot be 
manufactured to order, any more than affection for anybody else. 

As for the Oivil Disobedience Movement, Sir, to which reference is 
made in these jiaragraphs, T am cpiite sure my Honourable friend, the 
Home Member, realizes that the Civil Disobedience Movement, as such, 
cannot be put down by prescribing imprisonment for those who break the 
law's of the land. That is part of the Civil Disobedience creed, and there 
is no point in saying that ive shall send people to prison ^ Therefore, sO' 
far as that aspect of this paragraph is concerned, there is no point m 
imagining that by prescribing imprisonment you can put dowm this 
picketing. 

Then, Sir, there is another sentence in this paragraph : It cannot 
be dealt with under the ordinary law ’k I join strong issue witli the 
Honourable the Home Member on that. I will merely state the sections, 
Sir, and read them presently : section 141 of the Indian Penal Code 
defining unlawful assemblies, especially the fifth clause, sections 349 and 
350 of the Indian Penal Code, section 351, section 120A and section 43 
and section 505 • all these are sections under which, as I say, if there is 
any molestation by illegal means, people can be punished. 

News Sir, I want to read only the fifth clause of section 141 of the 
Indian Penal Code which defines unlawful assemblies. It runs thus : 

‘ ‘ An assembly of five or more persons is designated an * unlawful assembly ’ 
if the common object of the persons composing that assembly is — 

fifih — \yj means of criminal force or show of criminal force, to compel any 
person to do what he is not legally bound to do, or to omit to do what 
he is legally entitled to do.'' 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Suppose there are not as many as 
five persons 

Mr S. Satyamitrti : T -ivill eom“ to that Does my Honourable 
friend agree that at least so far as five persons are eoneerned, he -will 
elirainale this section ^ 

An Honourable Member : No. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Then what, is the, use of asking this question ? 
Now, do you know what criminal force means according to the Indian 
Penal Code ? My Honourable friend, the Deputy Leader of the Congress 
Party, reminds me that there can be no organised picketing, except by at 
least five people, and Congress Members are much more numerous than 
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tliis mimber. Criminal force is deflned in section 349 of tbe Indian Penal 
Code wMcb. runs thus : 

‘ ^ A person is said to use force to another if he causes motion, change of motion, 
or cessation of motion to that other, or if he causes to any substance such motion, or 
change of motion, or cessation of motion as brings that substance into contact with 
any part of that other ^s body, or with anything which that other is wearing or carry- 
ing, or with anything so situated that such contact affects that other ^s sense of 
feeling : 

Provided that the person causing the motion, or change of motion, or cessatio’i 
of motion, causes that motion, change of motion, or cessation of motion, in one of the 
three ways hereinafter described : 

First — ^By his oivn bodily power : 

Secondly — By disposing any substance in such a manner that the motion or 
change or cessation of motion takes place without any further act on his 
part, or on the part of any other person : 

Thirdly — ^By inducing any animal to move, to change its motion, or to cease 
to move.'’ 

Therefore, whatever I may do by means of a show of cniiiinai force 
in order to prevent a person from doing what he is entitled to do or to 
cause him to do what he is not bound to do, comes within the ample scope 
of the Indian Penal Code. Then, my friend talks of annoyance. Do you 
know what section 851 says ? 

“ Whoever intentionally uses force to any person, without that person's consent, 
in order to the committing of any offence, or intending, by the use of such force, to 
cause, or knowing it to be likely that, by the use of such force, he will cause, injury, 
fear or annoyance to the person to whom' the force is used, is said to use criminal force 
to that other.'’ 

Then, section 352 says that, whoever assaults or uses criminal force 
to any person, shall be punished There is no question of there being 
five persons here. Therefore, if I am walking along on a street and I 
touch somebody else with my scarf in order to draw his attention to the 
fact that he can buy only foreign cloth in a particular shop, I come within 
the scope of this section. Then why do you want this section ? Then, 
Ave have also got section 120A in the Indian Penal Code which says : 

* * When two or more persons agree to do, or cause to be done — 

(i) an illegal act, or 

(S) an act which is not illegal by illegal means, such an agreement is designated 
a criminal conspiracy." 

Sir, whether it be one, two, or five persons, Government has got ample 
powers to pi’oceed against these persons under the ordinary law of the 
land. Tlien, Sir, we have got section 503 of the Indian Penal Code which 
says : 

‘"Whoever threatens another with any injury to his person, reputation, or pro- 
perty, or to the person or reputation of any one in whom that person is interested, 
with intent to cause alarm to that person, or to cause that person to do any act w^hich 
he is not legally bound to do, or to omit to do any act which that person Is legalh' 
entitled to do. as the means of avoiding the execution of such threat, commits criminal 
intimidation ” 

Haviii" quoted all these sections, I mw ask the Honourable the Home 
Member if be bas_ ever considered those sections, and if he knows that 
there are such sections, and if he has ever applied his mind to the question 
whether, apart from these sections, there is any need for a section of this 
kind. But I will tell you what is all this due to. They do not trust the 
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Courts of law. Unfortunately, the Indian Penal Code, although it is 
comprehensibly worded, can be administered only in Courts of law. Un- 
fortunately the Government do not want to go to these law Courts. They 
want to have a simple, speedy and effective means of punishing what they 
consider is wrong. 

I said that peaceful picketing ought not to be prevented and I will 
quote from the Gandiii-lrwin Agreement, which is perhaps no longer in 
force, but at one time the head of this Government, the Viceroy, was a 
partj^ to this Agreement : 

Tlie position of the Goveiiiment is as follows. They approve of the encourage* 
liient of Indian industries as pait of the economic industrial movement designed to 
improve the material condition of India, and they have no desire to discourage 
methods of propaganda, persuasion oi advertisement pursued with this object in viev, 
which do not iiiterfeie with the freedom of action of individuals and are not pre- 
judicial to the maintenance of law and order. 

I say, Sir, that this, clause goes against at least the spirit if not the 
letter of the paragraph of the Gandhi-lrwin Agreement. And Lord Irwm 
himself said : 

“No Jfnglishnian can, without being false to Ins own history and in recent years 
to Ins own pledges, take objection to pursuit by others of their own political libeitjv 
3ior have I ever been able to appreciate the attitude of those who might be the liist 
in Great Britain to exhort their countrymen only to buy British goods and yet would 
legard a movement for the encouragement of Swadeshi industry m India as something 
1 eprehensible and almost, if not quite, disloyalP’ 

Then, Sir, we shall be told, and, I am sure, some Member from the 
other side will do it : Why do ymu distrust the Executive f We shall 
apply the law very carefully, and will take everything into consideration.’’ 
My answer is : The Executive will exercise discretion in applying the 
Jaw. That is all very well. If that be enough, then abolish all the Courts 
of law ; abolish all law and leave it to the Executive to administer the 
country without any law.” 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : My amendment are to that effect. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I am glad, my very talented friend from 
Benares has given notice of a series of amendments, and I congratulate 
him on his cleverness. I think, clever as they are, they give a fairly 
accurate picture of the object of this Bill : 

“ Abolish all law and leave it to the executive to administer the country without 
any laiv. I daresay, even among the executive, there are men who are higlilv 
civilized and highly * educated, and knowingly they will not oppress the people of 
this countiY. But that is not the point. We cannot consent to live under this kind 
of law which empoweis the executive to do whatevei they like.’’ 

And this is what you said, Sir. 

Then, Sir, we have got two sections which are also continued as in the 
old Act, which the Honourable the Home Member slurred over. I do not 
blame lihn because they are comparatively unimportant, but from my point 
of view they are somewhat important. Those are sections 9 and 10 of tiie 
Criminal I^aw Amendment Act. They say that offences under section 7 
shall be cognizable and iion-bailable and oft’ences mentioned in section 10, 
while they are now non -cognizable and bailable under the Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code, shall be cognizable and non-bailable. The Honourable the 
Heme Jieniber gave no reasons for the continuance of these sections. I 
had some legal doubt in the matter and had almost raised a point of order, 
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but 1 decided not to do so. But I will suggest as an argument that the 
Criminal Pi'oeedure Code is an All-India Act, enacted by tJiis Legislature 
for the Avliole of India. This section says : 

“ In certain areas at the discretion of the Local Government the Criminal Pro- 
teduic Code sliail not apply 

Perlih])s it is technically right, but I suggest to the House that it is 
very dangerous to give power to the Executive to abrogate from time to 
time iuul in certain selected places the application of i\ll-India laws. It 
IS a, dangerous thing, and I think this House, on that single ground, must 
re;}eet these two clauses, along with the other clauses of the Bill. 

We have sections 12 and 13 which really contain a number of 
seciions This is a most extraordinary Bill. Section 13 is called one 
section, while really there are five or six sections under that one section. 
I hope. Sir, that the Government have got some good draftsmen who can 
really make sense ont of these, at least in words I am sorry these 
references forwards and backwards are really outrageous. Now, Sir, these 
two sections are sought to he made permanent. The Statement of Objects 
and Ecasons says that it was enacted to strengthen the Criminal Law 
Aniendmeiil Act of 1908, which is a permanent Act. How do the Gov- 
ernment know that it is a permanent Act ^ My Honourable friend, 
Mr. B. Das, has got a Bill to repeal only a part of the Criminal Law 
Amendmeni Act. Have the Government already made up their mind 
that even if this House passes that measure, they will advise "die Governor 
Gencrfd to veto the measure and that the Governor General will listen 
to their advise and certify the Act to be a permanent Act f It is rather 
very cool tven for the Government of India, when there is a Bill io repeal 
a ])artieahir Act, to say that that Act is permanently on the Statute-book, 

Mr. B. Das : They take shelter behind the Governor Gemn’al. 'Ihey 
have also pojstponed the date for the discussion of my Bill. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : They have also postponed the date. There is 
another aspect of the question, on which I should like to say a few 
words • 

If the Governor General m Council is satisfied to the effect, he may by notifica- 
tion declare an association unlawful 

The original Act gives power only to the Local Government, whereas 
this A(‘t wants to give the Government of India that power. The Honour- 
able the Home Member says,^ if there is an all-India org'anization, how are 
we to proliibii it ?' I submit, Sir, this provision is likely to provoke 
conflict boiween the Provincial Governments and the Government of India. 
Su])pose a Provincial Minister in charge of law and order says, ‘‘ I do 
not want to proclaim the Congress an unlawful association in my Pro- 
vince then what is the position of the Government of India ? Are they 
going to tr(‘a1 the association as an unlawful association in spite of the 
opinion of thr Provincial Minister f Otherwise, why do Government -want 
to have this power f 

Now, lei us see what is an unlawful association ? For that, we have 
got to go back to an ancient Act, Act XIV of 1908 : 

** If the Local Govenment is of opinion that any association interferes or has 
for its object the interfercnc'e with the administration of the law or with the maiu- 
temme of law and order or that it constitutes a danger to the public peace the 
Crovernment may declare such an association to be unlawful. ^ ’ 
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Aj^aiii, I submit, if there are associations whose object is interference 
with the administration <of the law or with the maintenance of law and 
order, the present law is amply sufficient and adequate to meet the acti- 
vities of those associations. The danger comes in only when the Local 
Gto^ernment wants to declare as unlawful associations, those which m 
their opinion '' constitutes a danger to the public peace ’h That power, 
in the hands of any executive Government, is a real danger to the public 
peace, not tlie unlawful association. Who is to be the Judge as to whether 
ih^se assooUitions are unlawful or not ? In this connection, 1 want to 
draw yoiii* attention, Mr. President, and the attention of the House, to 
section 17-P, which is the last clause of section 13 of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act which says . 

“ Save as provided m sections 17-B to 17-E no proceedings puiporting to be 
taken under section 17- A to 17-E shall be called in question by any court and no 
cml or criminal proceedings shall be instituted against any person for having done, 
etc... . ”. 


These tw^o sections, sections 17-B. and 17-B are very small protection. 
Section 17-B (v%) merely says ‘‘ that when movable property is forfeited, 
a ])erson may make a representation that the properry is not liable to 
forfeiture and the District Judge or the Chief Judge of the Small Cause 
Court will decide whether the property is or is not liable for forfeiture 
On that matter, Sir, he cannot go into the question whether the associa- 
tion is really an unlaivf j1 association or even whether the information of 
the Govenimenl is correct that this property is likely to be used m fur- 
therence of the activities of the association 

We have got the other section, section 17-E, which gives them power 
to forfeit the funds of the unlawful associations, and under sub-section (m) 
they can again go to a (1ourt, but here again the Court's jurisdiction is 
liiniied They can only say whether the sums are not liable to forfeiture. 
Wiih these two special exceptions, all the activities of the Government 
in connecliciL with what they call unlawful associations, on their own 
judgment— forfeiting the property and taking possession of immovable 
property — ^all these things are not to be questioned in any Court of law. 
The Government say that their decision is final 

On this matter, I againt want to draw the attention of the House to 
the words of Chief Justice Hewart who said : 

It is usual to provide that the decision of the Minister shall be final and con- 
clusive. When this is the case, the Courts are powerless to intervene however unjust 
and absuid a decision may appear to be, and even though it is obviously based on 
an erroneous view of the law.’’ 

‘ ‘ But wdiere one is dealing with a decision given without reasons, by an anonymous 
oifieial, Avho is not ascei tamable, how can any such matter be proved.” 

” It may be that the decision is appaiently so perverse that the party against 
whom it is given has a reasonable suspicion that it was dictated by spite or vindictive- 
ness, or was even corrupt But without knowing who the deciding official is, it is 
of course impossible for a person aggrieved to prove anything of the kind, or even 
to furnish grounds for suspecting it The victim is, in such a case, perfectly helpless, 
and entirely without remedy,” 

” It may be said that there is no substantial ground for the fear of unfairness 
or corruption in the Civil service As to unfairness, people who have had disputes 
with public officials may sometimes conceivably hold a contrary opinion. As to corrup- 
tion, that is a vice from which the Service is completely and undoubtedly free. li is 
of vital importance that it should so continue,” 
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These aiM- the important words : 

But if there were any great extension of the system of giving iineontrolled and 
arbitrary powers to public officials, it is as certain as that night follows day that 
corruption might creep in. We might then be cursed with the corrupt bureaucrat. 
The bureaucratic despot we already have.^' 

Therefore, it seems to me that from whatever point of view you 
look at it, these sections cannot be tolerated. I want merely to state how 
these provisions have been applied in the past. Almost every Congress 
Conunittec throughout India was suppressed, as unlawful associations. In 
Madras, 1 was in charge of a Khadi and Swadeshi exhibilion, run not 
by tlie Congress, but by the Madras Mahajana Sabha. This exhibition 
was invaded and all articles were forfeited. But, afterwards, they were 
returned on our representation. Perhaps my Leader, when he speaks, 
will add to this list from his ampler knowledge, but 1 may teU you, Sir, 
that 1 know that in Bombay they declared the following associations as 
unlawful associations : 

Labour Welfare Centre, 

Foreign Cloth Boycott Swadeshi Committee, 

Anti-Untouchability Committee, 

Prohibition Committee, I 

Municipal Sub-Committee, . , 

Swadeshi Prachar Mandir, 

W omen ’s Association, 

Nationalist Muslim Party, 

Nationalist Christian Party. 

An Honourable Member : Sweetmeat shops. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yes, and even sweetmeat shops. 

I hope. Sir, as Honourable Members on this side speak later, they 
will give their own experiences from their own provinces. This law has 
been ruthlessly abused in the past, and I suggest, therefore, that there is 
no guarantee that this law will be properly used. 

Then, Sir, I come to the piece de resistances as I may call it, of this 
Act, and that is the provision for what they caU the better control of the 
Press. I suggest that the extracts which my Honourablt 3 friend, the Home 
Member, I'cad prove that in two provinces there are journals which write 
such tilings. But I want to ask him whether these journals were proceeded 
against under the ordinary law, and whether they were convicted and 
sentenced. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Yes. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I want to know whether, in spite ot his punish- 
ment and sentence, all these papers went on writing in the same strain. 
What I want to know is this. There is no use throwing at me extracts 
for which the editors were prosecuted and sentenced, unless the Honourable 
the Home Member is able to supplement that information with the 
further information that, in spite of these continuous punishments, the 
newspapers “went on publishing such extracts and articles. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Yes. 

B^r. S. Satyainurfci . I have not heard that yet. 1 shall be obliged 
if at tbe proper lime that can be stated. If that^is so, T suggest that the 
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ireniedy is iDider the ordinary law to find out who the real man is who 
abets this ciiine. You know perfectly well, Sir, that abetment is an 
ofl'enee undei the Indian Penal Code. Why are the police so helpless ! 
They sliadow us all the time ; they waste public money, but they are 
nvt able to get the crmiinals. That is what it comes to. If there arc 
people who go on abetting these dummy editors, why do you not find 
them out •' 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik ; We cannot prove it. 

^ Mx\ S. Satyamurti : And, therefore, you punish the innocent people, 
against wliom you cannot prove the guilt. That is the greatest confession 
which you can make against this Bill. You cannot prove a thing against 
a niai], and yet you want to punish him. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : But we know. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : You know nothing. What do you know about 
us f You think we are all e^r-eonvicts, hut you really know nothing about 
us. What do you Imow about your own Colleagues ? All civilised 
jiiris])riuieiiee is based on this — that every man shall be presumed to be 
innocent, until he is proved to be guilty. Is this Government of India 
going to hH}, '' I cannot find out who the real editor is ; I am helpless, 
T am not able to prove it but I know who he is and, therefore, I will 
punish him '' ? When it suits them they say, Fiat fustitia rmi coelmn 
(let justice be done even though the heavens fall). What is this justice f 
You want tliis power. I am glad I got this from the Home Member, I 
cannot prove the charge against certain people, and, therefore, I want to 
punish those wdiom I suspect. Therefore, enact this Jaw Is any single 
Member of this House going to give this power to this Government to 
punish, not those who are found to be guilty, but those who may be 
guilty or innocent but against whom there is no evidence worth proving f 
It seems to me, therefore, that they give away the whole case for these 
Press provisions. 

Then they say that when the Press Act was in force it was all very 
good and when the Press Act was removed it was all very bad. Sir, I 
shall tell you one thing as to how they administer the censorship of news 
in this countjy. You know the incident in Jubbulpore, which we could 
not discuss. Do you know that a week before the news appeared in any 
Indian paper it appeared in the London papers ? The Daily Herald 
flashed it on its front page with big headlines. This Government of 
India sn]i])ressed that news in this country. That is their idea of 
running the Press Act, and publishing news or running the Govern- 
ment. They have neither the big imagination of a decent Government 
nor the sense of justice of even the ordinary man. And you have got 
ample powers to deal with seditious newspapers, — sections 124A, 153A, 99A 
and 108 of the Criminal Pnocedure Code. Why don’t you use them f 
And, Sir, I shall quote the distinguished editor of the Leader^ Mr. C. Y. 
Ohintamoni, who cannot be confused even by this Government as a 
Congress extremist. He says, and very rightly : 

“ While m one breath we are mockingly told that while the dogs hark the 
caravan passes on, oven the consolation of a cry or a bark is grudged to us and laws 
have been placed on the Statutebook in restraint of onr legitimate liberty to speak 
out our mind. Frederick the Great told Voltaire that there was a complete under- 
standing between Mm and his sub;)ects ; they were to say what they liked but he was 
to do what he pleas^. Here in India, God knows onr Government do what they please 
taut are "jealous of our liberty to say what we think. 

LlSlIiAD E 



m 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[6th Sep. 1936. 


[Ml*. tS. Safyamurti.] 

Thai ip a most eloquent commentary on these provisions which are 
sccu^ht to be continued in this Press Act. 

Nov, what do we stand for ? We stand for the liberty of ihe Press, 
that no man ought to be punished for what he write.s m his Press, except 
by due process of law and after trial and conviction. We do not want 
any special freedom of the Press, but we do not want any special restric- 
tion on the Press. Now, Sir, in contrast to the present Home Member’s 
attitude towards the Press, dividing them into sheep and goats and 
patronising the sheep and leaving the goats outside, a previous Home 
Member, Sir James Crerar, had a slightly different conception of Gov- 
ernment’s attitude towards the Press, He said : 

Now, Bit, tb,e main argumoiit whieh was repeated by those who opposed the 
Bill was that under colour of a measure directed against the terrorist movement 
Oovernment were seeking to establish a general control over the press for other, and 
It was implied, for illegitimate purposes. I hope I have already made it clear that 
it is not the case. But if it is necessary, I desire to repeat in the most emphatic 
terms that that is not the case, and it is our desire to enlist the press as a whole 
in the beat interests of the country. 

And 1 Sir, to the Honourable the Home Member that this 

attempt to antagonise the Press bodes no good to anybody in this country. 
We must have the help of the Press, especially when the electorate is 
going to be enlarged ; and if the Press is to be put under a ban of suspicion 
and to be treated under thc^e repressivie laws, we are mounting up diffi- 
culties for ourselves. 

Now, Sir, in answer to my friend, Seth Govind Das’ question, a 
statement was placed on the table yesterday morning, copies of which, 
thanlis to the courtesy of the Secretary, have been circulated to us this 
day ; and I have made a rough calculation. In 1935, 72 newspapers were 
proceeded against and securities of Bs. 25,950 were taken ; and for pub- 
lishing articles on the Quetta earthquake 15 newspapers were penalised. 

Mr. F. E. James : Have you read them ? 

Mr S. Satyamurti : I have read some of them, but not all. And 
I think that, because an article is mischievous, you ought not to- forfeit 
the securities. If you do that, the Statesmm ought to have been dealt 
with long ago because it writes more mischievous articles than anj other 
paper. 

Under the Act of 1931, 166 newspapers have been proceeded against, 
mid seeiiritv to the, extent lof two lakhs and a half has been forfeited and 
MM papers ceased publication. I submit that this is a ruthless application 
of the Press law in this country. 

An Honourable Member : 448. 

S. Eatyamurti : 448 : T stand corrected. The words of this 
section are~~I only want to read one of these — If it appears to the special 
Bench on an ^application, etc., etc,, that the words, signs or visible represen- 
tations contained in the newspaper, book or other document were not of 
tfe Mtnre debited in section 4. . ” then the High Court may set aside 
the order. I had intended to refer to all these eases, hut I do not pro- 
pose to do 80 . I will read again, with your leave, what you, Sir, said on 
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this : I want to remind the House that you, Sir, presided with distinction 
in the Madras High Court for many years and that you were acting 
Chief Justice : and you said — and I respectfully agree with every word 
of what 3^011 said : 

“ i have had something to do with the administration of the old Press Act : and 
X hnow what the difliculties are. Every judicial authority has felt and has expressed 
it in unmistakeable terms. Are you going by this Bill to relieve them of those dli- 
culties Most certainly not. You are having the same provisions which have been 
eonclenined more than once. Cannot Government learn by experience, the experience 
o± the past i ^ 

They have not learat. I/ike the Bourbons of old, the Government of 
India neither learn nor forget : 

“ When you vest the control of the press in the Government, that is, to find 
whether certain sections of the press have or have not offended against the provisions 
of clause 4 of this Bill, it really means that the Government will exercise that control, 
as we know from past experience, against the press which criticises its measures, and 
it will not apply those provisions to that section of the press which carries on pro- 
paganda in tavour oi Government 

I did not say tjhat, Sir. Yon did j and I agree with that. All these 
suhisections which a.re sought to be added to this by section 16 of the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act are provided foir in the ordinary law. As 
regards this seduction of the aimy, it seems to me, according to the Gov- 
ernment it should be an insult : for Sir James Crerar said : 

“ The section to -which he reters is no doubt a good punitive section against 
seduction of troops from their allegiance j but what weJ rely far more upon than that 
section is the unshaken and steadfast loyalty of our troops and not on any punitive 
measure whatsoever 

Then why do you want this sub-section (d) ? Sub-section (e) is already 

^ provided for in the Indian Penal Code. Sub-section (/) 

— refuse or defer payment of any land revenue or 
tax — according to this, if I advise a man who is poor not to borrow money 
to pay land tax, but to defer it until he gets some money after harvest, 

I shall be guilty of an offence. Clause (i) — ^to prejudice the recruitment 
of persons to serve in any of His Majesty Forces. What prejudice 
means I do not know, and, therefore, either this section is alreiady provided 
for in the ordinary^ law or is mischie'^Diis to Ihe extent it tries to go beyond 
that. 

I submit that, on a careful reading mf all these sections, you will find 
that It is impossible for any one to escape the wrath of the Executive. If 
I criticise a Government measure, if I am an editor of a press, the heavy 
hand of the Government can come upon me and the High Courts can give 
me precious little relief. I have got eases reported in 41 Calcutta, 
35 Madras and 56 Bombay. I do not propose to take more of the time 
of tiie House by quoting from thoise decisions ; but I think I should com- 
mend to those who are interested in this matter to peruse those decisions — 
one of them by Chief Justice Jenkins, one by yourself, Sir, and one by 
Chief Justice Beaumont : and all of them say that this so-called appeal 
to the High Court is illusory and meaningless. These sections are intend- 
ed to strengthen the control of the Executive over the press. 

I ■want to make another point* — it arises from one of the^e decisions. 
What does government established by law mean ? Does it meian ox 
does it not mean the executive government ^ A high judicial authority- 
says it means that. In the provinces we are going to have, I |am told, 
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resijOiiHible government, -wlneii means that the entire Government will 
be the government established by law. Supposing I am in the Oppositioi.. 
how can I displace that Government, by an appeal to the electorate, unless 
I bring them into hatred and contempt, by exposing their actions, their 
omissions and pointing out wJiere they have failed and where they have 
misbehaved ! It seems to me that a moment's thought ought to con» 
vinee anybody that ihe working o£ responsible democratic party govern- 
ment IS wholly inconsistent with this Bill In England you have no 
such section : you have got to prove overt aicts : you caimot punish a man 
for holding an opinion or expressing it ; and it does seem to me that in 
the future executive Government once a ministry becomes a ministr}, it 
can prevent its being destroyed any time, because whatever the oppou- 
tion may say will come within the all-pervasive clauses of this Bill and 
democratic Goveimmeut will become impossible. 

While on this matter, may I say one thing more The reason \' hr 
in democratically governed countries there is no necessity for such biws 
at ail is that the oppressed people know that by the use of the ballot i>ox, 
they can change the Government and put themselves in power. Tt is 
this sense of impotency in this country against an irremovable executive, 
against a conscienceless bureaucracy which goes on governing as it likes 
in spite of the people, which does cause these various movements ; ond it 
does seem to me that the way to deal with these movements is not to tiy 
to suppress them, but to deal with them in the only manner knowm to demo- 
cratic and civilised countries, namely, by establishing responsible ])ai‘ty 
government in those countries. 

I want again to echo your own words, Sir : 

“ I submit that unless there is really something much deeper behind this Bill 
than we can tathom, on the ±aee of it, this Bill is a measure which lacks justification 
altogether.’ ’ 

We are not able to See any justification for it ; and in the words of 
Lord Irwin : 

“in so tar as the present movement involves any of the forces that we call 
nationalism, i would repeat what I have said more than once, that an attempt to 
meet the case with rigid and, unjuelding opposition is merely to repeat the unitelligent 
mistake ot King Canute. “ 

On the whole, Sir, it seems to me that the GoYenunent are legislat- 
ing m a fit of temper ; and legislating in a fit of temper is not statesman- 
ship. The futility of repressive legislation ought to he apparent to the 
Government. The histoty of all countries shows it. Has repressive 
legislation killed nationalism in Ireland, in Egypt, or ia Russia^ or in any 
country * Why do you believe that you can kiU nationalism by this 
repressive legislation ? And after all are Government so clear in their 
minds that Civil Disobedience ought to be killed ? It is the inherent 
right of man, and it does ^em to me that all government mu.st depend 
upon this fundamptal basis that while in normal times subjects ought 
to give unquestioning obedience to the Government, when crises arise it is 
undoubtedly the duty of citizens to break unjust laws, so long as they take 
the consequences ; and you cannot put down that movement by any stretch 
of imagination. They may feel horrified. Supposing we come into power 
and we enact that Europeans in this country shall wear Kliaddar dhoties 
alone and go about in Khaddar shirts, I should not be surprised if these 
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geiiileineii break iiuo Civil Dibobedience then. Therefore, it does seem 
to me . , . 

The HonontaMe Sir James Grigg (Finance Member i • Not civil 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : My friend says not elvil, — I agiee, — d.sohe- 
dience, bui not civil, and that is the note which T want to strike Sir, 
is the Govermneiit perfectly clear that the ills of humanity can be belter 
solved by phj'sicai warfare, and not by Civil Disobedience ^ Today 
Italy and Abyssinia are almost going to war. Britain and Prance stand 
helpless, Germany's ways are mysterious, Russia, no one knows. And is 
the Honourable the Home Member perfectly clear in his mind that 
Mahatma Gandhi in India is not doing a service, not alone to his own 
country but to the iGioIe of humanity, by substituting soul force for 
physical force ^ Hear, hear from Congress Party Benches,) Are we 
char in our own minds that Civil Disobedience may not be the saviour 
of human civilization to set righi individual and national wrongs, that 
Civil Disobedience may not be (he fpir more humane, the far more civi- 
lized method, than the brutal warfare which kills innocent women and 
children ? It does seem *^0 me, therefore, that even on fundamentals, the 
Government is hopelessly wrong The true remedy is Swaraj for all 
tliese things. Even then there may be Civil Disobedience, but we shall 
meet it by adminisleriiig the laws judicially, or by resigning and giving 
jdaee io those who want to practise Civil Disobedience Then, they 
vill learn that they cannot or need not practise Civil Disobedience. 

And wiiat is tlie object of the Government in this Bill ? I suggest 
they want to enthron(^ bureaucracy, they want t|oi stifle all criticism, they 
want to obstruct Swadeshi and prohibition and any kind of decent social 
reform. Tliey want to interfere v;itb peaceful picketing, they v;ant to 
introduce a new eriminal procedure m the country, they want to prevent 
all associations wdiich tlie Gov'ernment dislike from functioning, they 
want to stifle tlie Press. What is the kind of public opinion or public 
activity they wmnt A certain class of animals whom I shall not name, 
invited another class of animals to attend and sing at a marriage party. 
At that party music was going on, and each said to the other. Oh, what 
a fine voice you have, w^hat a fine figure you have I shall not name 
tJie animals .... 

An HenouraMe Wember : Who are those animals ? 

Mr B. BatyuHiurti . T suggest, therefore, that the Government 
want to live in tlieir own way, taking public opinion from their sycophants 
who say Oh, what a Sircar ? What a Grigg, what a Sir Henry f 
There is a lot of statesmanship in them ; they know what there is to know, 
what they do not know is not worth knowing, and th^ are serving and 
working for the best interests of the country. Long live the Executive 
Government of India Is that the kind of public opinion they want f 
It seems to me. Sir, that this Bill shows the wicked intention that is be- 
hind their minds. 

Therefore, I come to these eonclasions. You don’t believe in youi" 
(Avn reforms. You treat yourselves as an armed camp in a hostile country, 
and therefore you want these powers. You do not trust your own Courts 
of justice, and you want the angry planter or the angry colonel or the 
migry civilian to rule this country. I Imow you vdll enact this measure 
ill spite of us. but I want to say this. This is not only bad law, but it 
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purports to abrogate whatever i-ule of law we have to regulate the political 
activities iu this country. This ■mea.sure seeks to substitute executive dis- 
cretion and power for the judgment of the Courts. And it seems to me, 
Sir, that if in spite of the warning of this House, if in spite of the expe- 
rience of other countries, if in spite of the experience in their own 
country, the Government will enact this measure in spite of public 
opinion, they are ignoring the writing on the wall and they are driving 
another nail in their own coffin, for, Sir, — 

“ The moving finger writes and having writ 
Moves on ; Nor all thy piety nor wit 
Shall lure it back to cancel half a line, 

Nor all thy tears wash a word of it. 

I oppose this motion. (Loud and Prolonged Applause.) 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths (Bengal : Nominated Official) : Sir, it is with no 
little trepidation that I rise to make this my maiden speech in this Assembly 
upon so controversial a matter, a matter which has already called forth 
tile splendid eloquence of Mr. Satyamurti and will no doubt attract into 
the arena other speakers of his calibre. T can only justify my temerity 
on this occasion by the fact that I have some personal experience of the 
matters to wliieh this Bill relates. During the past two years as Dis- 
trict Magistrate of the notorious district of Midnapore, I have been in close 
contact, — ^may I say, Sir, in unpleasantly close contact, — ^ivith terrorism 
and other subversive niovemeritvS, and, as a result, the point of view from 
which I regard tins Bill is entirely different from that Crom which the 
Honourable Member opposite regards it. To many Members of this 
House, Sir, this Bill deals with abstract principles, and they are content 
to oppose it upon academic grounds, but to ns, who are called upon 
to maintain peace and tranquillity in the districts of this country, 
it deals with powers which we know are vitally necessary for the main- 
lenanee of the peace and that tranquillity. Hear, hear from Officul 
Benches.) I must congratulate Mr. Satyamurti upon the restraint with 
which be has conducted liis opposition, but, uiifoirtunately, Sir, that same 
restraint has not been practised in the campaign carried on against this 
measure in the press in recent weeks. We have been told that this Bill 
strikes a serious blow at the liberties of India, that it symbolises the 
enslavement of the Indian ])eo]ie, and that it indicates the unfitness of 
the bureaucracy to govern this country. I hope to satisfy Honourable 
Members of this House that those apprehensions are quite groundless, 
tliat this Bill is in no sense drastic, and that it in no sense interferes with 
any of the funclaniental liberties of the subject I challenge Honourable 
Members opposite on this point. Which fundamental liberties of the 
subject does this Bill touch ? Does it touch the right of Habeas (hrpus f 
Does it touch the right of open trial ? (Several Honourable Members : 

Yes*”) Does it touch the liberty of the individual to record his vote f 
Does it affect the right of Honourable Members to use eveiy possible 
legitimate influence in their own constituencies ? AU these things are 
the main ingredients of the fundamental liberties of the citizen and 
they are left untouched by this Bill. The ordinary peaceful citizen is 
untouched in ^ pocket, unhampered in his work, and unrestricted 
in his recreations by this measure, unless Honourable Members 
fontend that picketing is one of the reasonable recreations of a peaceful 
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citizen. That this measure is in no sense drastic may be readily seen, 
bir, by comparison with tlie legislation in other countries which have 
a terrorist problem to face. 

May I, in the first place, call the attention of my friends to a country 
which is, I believe, dear to the hearts of many of my friends, — I refer to 
Soviet Russia. No doubt, Honourable Members have read in the press 
recently an account of the execution of 63 citizens of Soviet Russia with- 
out trial, without evidence, simply on suspicion that they were hatching 
a conspiracy. Again, let us turn to a more civilized country. Let us turn 
to Italy. During the past few years, confiscation of wealth of leading 
citizens without trial, and without evidence, has become part and parcel 
of the ordinary administration of the country. I am niot here to defend 
those acts, but I am here to ask Honourable Members to preserve a sense 
of proportion and to remember that, if they are prepared to> call methods 
of this Mnd drastic, they will have no words left in their vocabulary to 
describe the measures in force in those other countries 

Several Honourable MCembers,: There they have National Gov- 
ernments. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths : As Honourable Members will probably not 
be prepared to accept the analogy of ItaL^ or of Soviet Russia, may I 
call to their attention the analogj^ of England ? Honourable Members 
lifn'e no doubt very much more del-ailed knowledge of English history than 
I can claim, and they will remember the exceedingly severe legislation 
which was passed in England before, at the time of and after the Chartist 
movement. England, at the time of the Chartist movement, was hi very 
much the same position as India has been in during the past few years, 
and the legislation which is now being proposed is very mnch milder tlian 
the six Acts or the other legislation wliiclx was enacted in the early part 
of the ninleenth century in England. The plain truth is that no country, 
w'hich has to deal with subversive movements, can avoid having special 
legislation, hut the (government of India, largely because it is a Govern- 
ment based upon the will of the people. . . . (Some Mem^hers on the Oppo- 
sition Benches : Oh 1 ’’) — I repeat, largely because it is a Government 
based upon the will of the people, has always had a rooted dislike to un- 
necessarily drastic legislation, and that Government has, therefore, placed 
before the House a Bill which would be considered milk and water in any 
other country where the terrorist problem exists. 

Now, Sir, let us consider briefiy what the effect of the present Bill 
will be. Its effect is fourfold. In the first place, it will make the Indian 
Press Emergency Powers Act permanent In the second place, it will 
make permanent the pow-er to take possession of a notified place used 
for the purposes of an unlawful association. In the third place, it creates 
permanently two substantive offences. In the fourth place, — and this 
point has been lost sight of by Honourable Members on that side of the 
House, — ^in the fourth place, it deletes from the Statute-book four very 
serious offences which exist at the present time. From the date of the 
passing of this Bill, dissuasion from enlistment, tampering with public 
servants, boycotting public servants, and dissemination of false rumours, 
will, in general, not be ofCencas under the laiv of this land. It will bc 
open to any citizen of this country, who wishes to do so, to dissuade from 
enlistment to that very army which Honourable Members opposite wanted 
to send to Abyssinia. It will be open to any citizen without fear of com 
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sequences to induce petty GoveiTimeiit subordinates to neglect or misdo 
their duties. It will be open to any ordinary citizen to boycott public 
ser^^ants, be they high or low. It will be open to any ordinaiy citi/en to 
conduct himself in such a way as to paralyse the administration of this 
country. These four things which have ceased to be offences were 
actually done in many parts of BritMi India not so very long ago, and 
there is no certainty that they will not be done again. But not'with~ 
standing that fact, the Government of India in their anxiety to avoid being 
too drastic are prepared to give up these offences and to delete them, from 
the Statute-book. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) 
vacated the Chair, which was then occupied by Mr. Deputy President (Mr. 
Akhii Chandra Datta) ] 

Lei me turn now to the specific question of the Indian Press Em- 
ergency Powers Act. If we are to justify_^the continuance of this Act, 
we have to make out two propositions. The first proposition is ihat at 
every time when the press of this country has been free from restrictions 
similar to those under the present Act, the Irresponsible section of the 
press has indulged in deliberately infiaminator;^" writing. Having proved 
that proposition, my next task will be to show tliat such deliberately in- 
flammatory writing actually is dangerous in practice and does lend practical 
support to the terrorist movement. Let me deal first with the contention 
that, on every occasion, when no such legislation is in force a section of 
the press has been iiffiammatory. Instead of indulging in long, and 
perhaps unconvincing, arguments, I propose to read to the House three 
very brief extracts The first extract is taken from a paper in Bengal 
and was written just after the Chittagong Armoury Raid, at a time when 
no restriction on the press was in force. This is the extract : 

The 'SwadJiinata, Bith Aprils 1930. — Bevolutioiiary Bengal has revealed itself in 
Uhittagong on the distant frontier of Bengal, as a result of the ruthless oppression 
of the English Nation extending over hundred/ years, the rebellious soul of India 
has more than once struck Government in ditterent places. But such success as at 
Oiiittagong was never noticed anywhere. Kemembermg this military expedition of 
revolutionary Bengal, the head of the Nation is today bent in respect, their hearts 
are mtlixied with hope, enthusiasm and .loy and glory. 

Do Honourable Members want to lend their support to publication of 
deliberately revolutionary matter of that nature ? 

An Honourable Member • What is the name of the paper ? 

Mr. P. J. GrifBths : Swadhinata of the 24th April, 1930, page 3 
of the printed extracts T will pass on to another extract from MuJdL 
dated the 3rd December, 1928 

Mr. B. Das : On a point of information, Sir. The Ilononrabie the 
Home Member said that the extracts would be circulated to all Members. 
I have not received a copy, and I do not think that anybody else on this 
iside has received it. 


Mr. P. J. Grifiaths : If the Honourable Member is anxious I will 
let him have a copy of the extract. This is an extract from the MuMi 
of 1928. 

. ■P'’ Deeenihrr mS—“ The sacred fire of the Eevolution was liffhtecl 

hy Jteusseau aad \ oltairc and nenm led the fire of the Bussian revolution like thS! 
Wp want that fire should burn in our country like the same. If that fire buriin 
everythmsf, lot it burn ; but it has become our greatest need.” 
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I would call the special attention of Honourable Members to the last 
sentence, If that fire burns eyerything, let it burn In other words, 
Eeyoiution may proceed to disastrous lengths, but revolution we will 
have I should like to know whether Honourable Members on that side 
of the House approve of publication of matters of this nature. 

(Dr. Bhagavan Das rose in his place on a point of information.) 

Some Honourable Members : Order, order. He does not give way. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths : I may request my Honourable friend to wait 
till the conclusion of my speech. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : Is it a point of 
order ? 

Dr. Bhagavan Das (Cities of the United Provinces : Non-Muham- 
madan Urban) : On a point of information, Sir. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : The Honourable 
Member d(»es not give way. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths : The last extract which I propose to read and to 
which I hope Honourable Members will listen carefully is an extract from 
the Advcmce of the 7th July, 1931, an extract which has no doubt been 
debated before in this House, but I quote it here again, because it is the 
Worst of all examples that I have come across of deliberately inflammatory 
writing. It reads : 

The Ad'vmiee {Oalcutia), 7th July, 1931, — 

** Dauntless Dmesii Dies with the Dawn. 

Thousands gather at Htreet Ciossings 
Body cremated inside Piisoii Compound 
immediate Hwtal all over the City. 

And death is ail the brighter that he died. 

And iieaven is all the happier that he’s there 
Yes what is all that hies a hero’s scorn of death — 

the hupe to live in heaits unborn. ’ ’ 

My only comment on that is that Dinesh Gupta was' a murderer, and, 
in accordance with the tradition of a certain section of the irresponsible 
press, murderers were adulated. These are the facts in support of my 
contention that, whenever any such law as the present one is not in force, 
very large sections of the press become iirespoiisible. 

I now come to the second part of my argument. Honourable Members 
may say that, though these things are written in the press, they do not do 
any practical harm. I ^vant to contradict that statement from my own 
personal knowledge and the persona] knowledge of everybody who' is con- 
cerned with the terrorist movement. I do not know whether Honourable 
Members have any idea as to what is the ordinaiy process of recruitment 
to the terrorist party. 

An Honourable Member : All unemployed. 

Mr. P J, Griffiths : Terrorist recruiting agents do not go and say 
We are terrorist agents They start off by giving the recent literature 
to read. In the first place, they give him comparatively harmless literature 
to read, and, then, in the second place, they lead him on to inflammatory 
articles in the irresponsible press. I am not speaking of one ease. I have 
seen the cases of two or three himdred boys who were being recruited into 
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the terrorist movement. Many of these two or three hundred boys have 
made statementsy and, in literally every case, the path of recruitment has 
been through inflammatlory literature. If, Sir, w’e are to permit literature 
of this nature to be published, we can make up our minds once for all that 
terrorism will continue to be a menace in this country. Those, Sir, are the 
grounds on which I contend that the press sections of this Act are essential. 

I now wish to deal with the obvious objections which will be raised by 
Honourable Members opposite We shall be told in the first place that if 
this Act passes into law no reasonable freedom will be left to the press. 
We shall be told that the press has been deprived of the power of reason- 
able criticism of the actions of Government. On that point, I hope to 
convince Members of this House merely by reading to them three extracts 
from articles which have appeared in the press, even under the aegis of the 
present law By so doing I hope to satisfy Honourable Members that the 
present law allows ample scope not merely for just criticism, not merely 
for reasonable criticism but for unjust, untrue and unreasonable criticisni. 
In reading these extracts, I am not concerned with the truth or the falsity 
of the matters referred to. I merely wish to show Honourable Members 
that very great freedom of criticism does exist in the press under the pre- 
sent law. This is from the Rangoon Mail : 

“We have otten drawn attention in these columns to the hard lot of the Bengali 
detenus and the very unfair, inequitable and harsh treatment generally meted out to 
them 


T am not concerned with the question as to whether the treatment meted 
out to them is unfair, inequitable and harsh. The point at issue is that 
under the present law, which is_ exactly the law' which the present Bill 
proposes to reproduce, harsh eriticisin of this kind can be levelled against 
the Government from day to day T shall quote another example, and this 
refers to the situation in Lahore and Amritsar : 


41 .(i* ' Association records its emphatic protest against the action 

of the District Magistrates of Lahore and Amntsar m imposing indiseriminateJv i 
liatetm and illegal form of censorship on all newspap^ers, fhlch eZtS 
unwairanted attack on the self-respect and indopencleneo of the Press.” 

That may or may not be true, but would that writing be .possible if 
Got ernment, with the present powers in its hands, were determined to sup- 
pre^ the freedom of the press. The very fact that articles of this kind are 
published from day to day is a clear and convincing proof that under the 
present law, the Press has ample and perhaps more than ample freedom. 

. 1 . ^ briefly to the next objection of the opposite side of the House 

the oh.iectiOE that the ordinary laws should suffice This argument is based 
on a misunderstanding. Apparently the desire of Members on the opposite 
Side of the House is to punish miscreants, whereas the desire of the Govern- 
ment of India is to prevent mischief We are quite aware that there are 
ample powers under the various Codes to punish people after they have 
done_ something wrong but our aim is to have preventive sections which 
will induce those people not to commit that particular offence It is per- 
fcetly true that one such section exists in the ordinary law t iq 
swtion 99A of the Criminal Procedure Code. Mv objection to section 99A 
of the Criminal Procedure Code is that it appli4 to only one Isu^f tlm 
paper m which the offensive article appeared. One more Po?n? iu tJa? 

I »I1 briefly. The Hon„„reble the Hole Membei e po£ 
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of the question of dummy editors. My Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti^ 
argued that the Honourable the Home Member wished to punish people 
regarding who-se guilt he had no proof. If I may say so, my Honourable 
friend entirely missed the point. It is not a question of punishment by 
any process of law. If security is to be deposited, who is going to deposit 
the security f Does the Honourable Member imagine that the dummy 
editor will deposit the security f The security will be deposited by the 
person actually concerned in the running of the paper and when the secu- 
rity is forfeited, it is that person who will have lost his money. Govern- 
ment may not Iniow, it does not matter whether they know, who the real 
editor of the paper is but whosoever was responsible for the paper will have 
lost his thousand rupees or whatever the figure may be. I think that suffi- 
ciently disposes off the point made by my friend, Mr. Satyamurti. 

Then, Sir, we are told that this Act is unnecessary because the Civil 
Disobedience Movement has now been abandoned. That, Sir, is a point on 
which my Honourable friends opposite are more competent to speak than 
myself. From their speeches and from the wording of the resolutions of 
the Congress Working Committee, the ordinary plain man in the street 
would by no means feel so certain that Civil Disobedience had been finally 
abandoned. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : It will never be. It can never be. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths : That being so, that disposes of Mr. Satyamurti ’s 
other arguments. It is because my friend says that that moA^ement will 
never be abandoned that we on this side of the House claim that permanent 
legislation is required. If my Honourable friend could say that the Civil 
Disobedience Movement would probably be abandoned in three years time 
then there might be some justification for the argument that this should be 
temporary legislation but we have just been told that it will never be 
abandoned and as long as so subversive a movement is not abandoned, so 
long an Act of this kind will be necessary. 

I pass on from the question of Civil Disobedience. Civil Disobedience 
IS not the only subversive movement which W'e have knowui in this country. 
I have already spoken of terrorism. I do not quite know how far Honour- 
able Members on the opposite side of the House are prepared to admit that 
terrorism is still a living factor in the situation. If they are not so pre- 
pared, I can prove it to them but it will save a great deal of lime, if it is 
admitted that terrorism is as. real a problem now as it was five years ago. 
I admit that there has been great improvement in public opinion, parti- 
cularly in the province in which I serve and in the district in which I 
serve. That I readily acknowledge but in spite of that the fact remains 
that terrorist plans, terrorist outrages and terrorist recruitment are still 
going on and as long as those plans, those outrages and that recruitment 
continue, so long it is necessary to ensure that deliberately inflammatory 
articles are not published in the vernacular press Another objection 
which may be raised to this Bill is that it interferes with liberty. Speaking 
for myself, I consider that there is very little foundation in this objection. 
Of course, it interferes with liberty. Every Statute placed upon tlie 
Statute-book in this House interferes with somebody's liberty. The only 
question is whose liberty it interferes with. Does it interfere with the 
liberty of the majority of decent, peaceful citizens or does it interfere only 
with the liberty of those who wish to plunge this country into civil war f 
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Only a few days ago we were discussing the Cinematograpli Bill on tiie 
floor of the House. I understand that under iliat Act every flhn exiiibdeJ 
to the public has to he censored. I did not hear my Ilonourabie friends 
objecting to that on the ground that it interferes with liberty. If it is 
reasonable to interfere with the exhibition of objectionable and dangerous 
films, why is it not reasonable to interfere with the publication of objec- 
tionable and even more dangerous literature 1 As a matter of fact, there 
is perhaps no word which is more abused in this House 'and elsewhere than 
this unfortunate word ' Liberty b The essence of civilisation is the sub- 
ordination of the liberty of the individual for the benefit of the com- 
munity. I understand, Sir, that' the purveying of poisons requires a 
licence. Do my Plonourable friends opposite suggest that that constitutes 
an infringement of liberty ^ Would they propose that fire-arms, guns 
and poisons should be handed about freely to whosoever asks for them ? 
If they are prepared to concede that the purveying of poisons and 
dangerous drugs requires restrictions to be placed on it, why are some 
such restrictions not required on the most dangerous of all poisons ^ I 
j’efer to dangerous and inflammatory literature (Loud Applause.) Once 
we get to the hard ground of practical fact, Sir, we at once realize that 
ii is the bounden duty of Government to protect the youth of this country 
from contamination by the lying and dangerous statements which have 
appeared from time to time in certain sections of the press. During the 
course of the last few years I have had a good deal of connection with 
terrorist youths in Bengal. I have been struck in every case with their 
extreme ignorance, their extreme immaturity, their extreme emotional 
instability and the extremely dangerous way in which their feelings can 
be played upon by any kind of sentimentality Now, it is our duty to 
protect those youths, while they are still immature, from contamination by 
this dangerous poison. (Hear, hear.) The policy of the Government is 
radically opposite to the policy advocated by the Members on the opposite 
side. Their policy is : wait till an offence is committed and then send 
tlie offender to jail 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : That is the civilized policy. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths ; I am surprised that it can be suggested that we 
should wait till we are forced to send young boys to jail, I am surprised 
at Mr. Satyamurti 's remark. As far as we eaD, we try to administer justice 
but it is also our concern and our constant ambition not to send young 
boys to jail. (Interruptions.) The Honourable Member interrupting 
may believe me when I say that it was a pitiable sight three years ago 
to see the jails in Bengal crammed with youths who certainly would 
not have been there but for the dissemination of this poisonous literature. 
(Hear, hear.l 

I turn now, Sir, briefly to the question of the working of the Act. 
In the first place, I would ask Honourable Members to observe that the 
effect of the Indian Press fEmergenej" Powers) Act is very moderate in 
its working. (Voices : Oh, Oh ! ^0 It imposes no kind of censor- 
ship and it does not involve suppression. It lays down two simple prin- 
ciple. The fimt is that if a newspaper publishes certain kinds of ob- 
jectionable articles, that newspaper has to deposit security. Is there any 
Very great hardship in that, Sir ? Ii, lays down, secondly, that if that 
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newspaper repeats the offence after this definite and formal warning, if 
that newspaper again publishes inflammatory articles, that newspaper 
then has to forfeit its security deposit. Is it a very great injustice, is 
It a very great hardship {Voices : Not at all that some fiitancial 
penalty should be levied upon a newspaper which has deliberately on two 
separate occasions, and after one solemn warning, published inflammatory 
literature f After all, Sir, w^hat art the particular kinds of taings which 
the newspaper nmy not publish i They are these : 

Firtsly, which incites to or tends to incite or to encourage the 
commission of any offence of murder Do Honourable Members want 
that newspapers should be free to publish incitements to murder ^ 

An HonouraMe Member : They may be punished by a Court of law. 

Mr. P. J. CJrifiitlis : Secondly, which tends to seduce any officer, 
soldier, sailor or airman or any police officer from his allegiance or duty 
In a very short time, Sir, Honourable Members on that side will be the 
Government of India. (Voices : '' Oh, Oh ! '’) Do they then wush that, 
under their regime, every Tom, Dick and Harry shall be at liberty to 
seduce their soldiers, their sailors, their police officers, their Civil 
Surgeons, from their allegiance to them ? (Hear, hear.) Well, if they 
do so want, then I can only suggest that they are laying a rod in pickle 
for their own backs. (Hear, hear.) 

Now, Sir, let me deal with the question of the administration of this 
Act. I have told the House that the Act is moderate ; I have now to 
convince the House that the administration of the Act has been sliil more 
moderate (Voices : Oh, Oh ^ ^^) I wonder if Honourable Members 
have any idea how many newspapers there are in British India. I will 
tell them. There are 4,630 newspapers. The total number of security 
orders— and this includes both newspapers and presses — is 781, that is, 
a little less than one in six , in less than one out of six cases newspapers 
have been required to deposit security. Of these 781 newspapers, in 
how many cases has the deposit been forfeited ? Twenty-five. These are 
not my figures but are available to the Honourable Member oppo>site him- 
self. Out of 4,630 cases, in only 25 cases has the security deposit been 
forfeited, — a little less than one in 180 ! Can it be pretended that Gov- 
ernment has secured a strangle-hold upon the press of this country merely 
because one in 180 has had to forfeit its security deposit ? (Loud 
Applause ) And what are the amounts of these security deposit ? 
Doubtless Honourable Members know that the Local Governments can 
demand a security deposit up to Es. 3,000, but Government does not do 
this. Government never wislies to proceed to extremes (A Voice : 

Infinite kindness ! Yes, it is a great kindness Of the newspapers, 
only in one case out of six has that security exceeded a thousand rupees. 
I would like to ask Honourable Members whether they wish that the 
press of this country should he in the hands of such men of straw that 
they cannot deposit one thousand rupees (Voices : Oh, Oh I 
Again, Sir, while I deal with the question of the moderate administra- 
tion of this Act, I may say that of some 4,200 prosecutions launched 
under section 18 (1) of the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Act, some 
four thousand have resulted in a conviction 1 My Honourable friend 
has told us that he has complete faith in the Courli of this country but 
not in the Executive. He will observe that practically every case sent 
up by the Executive has resulted in a conviction by fhe very Courts in 
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which he has faith. (Loud Applause.) I have only one other point 
to make m this conneetion, Sir, and that is to d^l with the allegation 
that the Act is stifling the press. I wonder if Honourable Members 
opposite have troubled to get the figures as to the number of newspaper^ 
in existence five years ago and the number of newspapers now in 
existence. They will be interested to know that the number of news- 
papers in British India has increased by 716 in the last four years, and 
the number of printing presses has increased by 1,029. (Hear, hear.) 
Does that suggest to an impartial mind that Government is exercising 
a strangle-hold upon the press ? Does it not conclusively prove that 
the people most concerned, the people who run the newspaper business 
themselves realize that as long as they can comport themselves with some 
kind of decency, they have ample safety, ample liberty and complete 
justice ? (Loud and Prolonged Applause.) Finally, Sir, I wish to read 
to you in this connection a quotation from the very high^ authority 
whom the Honourable the Home Member quoted this morning, but as 
the latter part of the quotation is more germane to my present point, 
I should like to read that part of the quotation. This is from Young 
India of the 28th Mjay, 193i, and purports to come from Mr. Gandhi : 

“ 1 have before me extracts from journals containing some gruesome things — 
These are communal incitement, gross mis-representation, and incitement to political 
violence bordering on murder. 

Now, this is the important point. I suggest Honourable Members 
should listen to the important point which is now coming : 

“ The real remedy is a healthy public opinion.’’ (Hear, hear.) 

I hope the applause •will continue : 

“We have our journalost association. Why should it not create a department 
■whose business -would be to study various journals and find objectionable articles and 
bring them to the notice of their respective editors ? ” 

That was an article by Mr. Gandhi in May, 1931, when there was 
no Press Act in force. The Government of India waited patiently for a 
long time ; they hoped that some notice would be taken of that appeal 
by Mr. Gandhi. Was anything done ? Did the Journalists Association 
make the least attempt to bring its influence or to bring public opinion 
to bear upon the question of the publication of these inflammatory 
articles « No, Sir. For five months after that warning the Association 
remained silent, and, as a result. Government were compelled to bring 
in in October, 1931, the Press Emergency Powers Act Mr. Gandhi’s 
words were 1he correct words — the real remedy lies in the liands of the 
journalists themselves. And it is because a certain section — I do not 
say the majority — of journalists refused to take their responsibility 
seriously that Government has had to step in and enforce this responsibi- 
lity for them. 

The next effect of the Act is the power to take possession of notified 
places or to confiscate funds. I understand this subject will be dealt 
with more in detail by other speakers and therefore I propose to be very 
brief about it. I merely wish to say this that the power to take posses- 
sion of a place which is used by an unlawful association is merely a 
logical corollary to the fact that you have declared that association un- 
lawful. We are not discussing here today whether Government should 
or should not have the power to declare a.ssociations unlawful. Gnder 
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tiie present law GoTernment has that power and I caimot conceive of any 
man of reason maintaiiimg that Goveimment can declare an association 
unlawful but should not have power to confiscate the funds of that asso- 
ciation— or in other words, that we should be compelled to sit by idly 
and watch an admittedly unlawful association carry out its nefarious 
activities. I may also say in this connection that without some such 
power it would be utterly impossible to prevent or even to make less 
likely secret meetings of those very associations which have been dec- 
lared illegal. I must pass on quickly. The last effect of the Act is to 
create two substantive offences. The first of those substantive offences 
is that laid down in section 5 of the existing Criminal Law Amendment 
Act which refers to the dissemination of the contents of forfeited docu- 
ments. Here we are not dealing with the question as to whether any 
document should be forfeited or should not be forfeited. If the view 
of the opposite side of the House is that no document should be for- 
feited, then they will have to introduce a very great body of legislation. 
They will have to repeal the Sea Customs Act, the Posts and Telegraphs 
Act and a dozen other Acts which could easily be named. As the law 
at present stands, certain documents are liable to forfeiture and are for- 
feited. What could be more illogical and what could be more stupid 
than to confiscate those documents and allow some one to memorise them 
and read them out ? No sane Government could contemplate such an 
extreme inconsistency. As long as you have a law for the forfeiture of 
documents, so long you must have a power to make dissemination of those 
documents or the contents of those documents a penal offence One 
more point which is perhaps hardly relevant here and which I missed in 
my remarks about the press. My Honourable friend, Mr Safyamurti, 
said : Why do you want this central legislation about the press 1 He said 
the worst trouble is in Bengal and in the Punjab and in Bengal you have 
special Acts which deal with these matters . so there is no necessity for 
such legislation here. I am afraid, my Honourable friend is misinformed. 
There is no special legislation in Bengal which gives Government any 
kind of control over the press. I presume he had m mind sections 35 
and 36 of the Bengal Suppression of Terrorists Outrages Act. Those 
sections deal with an exceedingly limited class of cases and are meant not 
so much for application to the press but for application to private indi- 
viduals who pass round printed or manuscript copies of seditious litera- 
ture. My Honourable friend is misinformed when he says that that legis- 
lation for this purpose is available in Bengal. 

The last point with which T wish to deal is section 7 of the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act at present in force. That deals with molesting 
and picketing. The Government of India object to inolestbig and 
picketing because experience has shown that there is no such thing 
as peaceful picketing. Picketing may start as peaceful — this is not 
theory that I am talking but it is what every Member of this House has 
seen with his own eyes — ^but it invariably finishes up in disorder and 
violence. If Honourable Members want concrete examples, I will give 
them one that comes to my mind. Take, for example, Dacca. T hope 
there is some Honourable Member who comes from Dacca and who 
can corroborate what I say. There in the year 1929-30, picketing 
molestation and enforced hartals w<u*e the order of the day. 

Mr. Stiryya Kumar Som (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Enral) * It is absolutely false 
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Mr. P. J. Griffiths : I fear, Sir, the Honourable Member must have 
stayed inside of his house. But 1 was the whole time iii Dacca and saw 
it happening day after day and week after week. Here the shop- 
keepers were dorced to join in hartals and were picketed if they 
refused to do so. It so happened that most of the poor shopkeepers 
were Muhammadans whereas most of the wealthier people were Hindus. 
That was an unfortunate accident but the eifect of this picketing and 
enforced hartals was that there were communal riots in 1930 and 1 
challenge any Member of this House who was in Dacca at that time to 
repudiate those facts in detail. But, Sir, Dacca is not the only example. 
You have Cawnpore and you have a dozen other examples m the last 
ten years where picketing and molestation have led, as they always must 
lead, to violence and to defiance of law and order, it is very common^ 
to say, as my Honourable friend has said, that the ordinary law is quite 
adequate to deal with picketing and molestation. He read out a very 
interesting series of extracts from rulings and he tried to establish 
conclusively the argument that those acts are offences under the ordinary 
law. I do not know if my friend is a lawyer but if he is I can only 
hope that he will be a High Court Judge before long and I hope that 
he will then persuade Courts to take that very view which he has now 
enunciated. These sections are introduced because our practical ex- 
perience shows that convictions cannot be secured for molestation and 
picketing under the ordinary law except in the most exceptional cir- 
cumstances. Do not let the Honourable Member think that this is a new 
idea. The Honourable Member is apt to think that all this time neither 
the Government of India nor its officials have ever read the Indian 
Penal Code. I can assure the Honourable Member that for the last few 
years we have been reading the Indian Penal Code most diligently. We 
have been most diligently looking for ways of dealing with miscreants 
and in particular of dealing with picketers and people who molest and 
it is because we have failed to find a remedy under the ordinary criminal 
law that the Government of India have had to resort to the proposed 
present section. 

I have nothing more to say, Sir, except this that this Assembly is 
the forerunner of what will be the Government of India in a very short 
time and the best service that this Assembly can render to that future 
Government is to arm that Government with the very weapons which 
they will otherwise have to seek for themselves If Honourable Mem- 
bers opposite had a true sense of gratitude they would be thanking the 
Honourable the Home Member for saving them the most unpleasant task 
which would assuredly fall to their lot in two or three years’ time. But, 
Sir, the best augury for the future Government of India will he if this 
Assembly will display its sense of responsibility by lending its support 
to a measure which steers the midway course between liberty on the 
one hand and licence on the other hand. (Loud and Prolonged Applause.) 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, 
the 6th September, 1935. 
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Tlie Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clocky 
Mr, President (The Honourable Bir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Recruitment of Probationers in the Traffic Department of the 

Calcutta Port Trust, 

loo. ’^Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : {a) Did the Calcutta Port Trust 
authorities ever hold any departmental examination, as was set forth in 
the programme of training for the probationers appointed by them in 
1929 in the Traffic Department, to test their relative ability, efficiency and 
intelligence If not, wliy not ^ 

(6) Is it not a fact that Government employees of almost all grades 
of services, including those in the Imperial ranks, have to sit, before their 
coiffirmation in the services^ for departmental examinations and the results 
thereof go to determine their progress at the early stages of their careers f 

(c) If the answer to part (b) be in the affirmative, do the Calcutta 
Port Trust authorities adopt a similar system with regard to the services 
under them ’ If not, why not f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) No The pro- 
bationers W'ere required to submit monthly reports on the work done 
by them. The sectional heads also interviewed them and reported on 
their progress. They were further interviewed at regular intervals by 
the head of the Department and interrogated as to their work. It was 
considered that the manner in which the probationers did their work 
furnished sufficient indication of their ability. 

(Z>) It is not a fact, although there are a few Government services 
in which the passing of departmental examinations after appointment 
is a necessary preliminary to confirmation. 

(o’) Departmental examinations are not held by the Calcutta Port 
Commissioners because they consider that the results of such examina- 
tions would not give a correct index as to a man^s qualifications for an; 
outdoor supervising post where character, personality and tempera- 
ment are of at least as great importance as ability to secure high results 
in examinations. 

Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : If examinations are not held, on what 
basis are the entrants to the services confirmed in their respective posts ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : On the progress 
report of their work. 

( 479 ) 

1j187LAD a 
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Mr, Basaiita Knmar Das : Do the Port Trust authorities draw up auy 
comparative statement of the quality of the work done by the candi- 
dates in order to see whether any man should be promoted in preierenee 
to another man ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : As I have already 
read out in the answer, reports are made from tiiiu'. to time on the 
progress they are making with regard to their work, and, it is on the 
basis of these reports, that the result is arrived at as to the comparative 
merits of the different probationers. 

Appointment op one Mr, Hogan as a Yard Master in the Trappio 
Department op the Calcutta Port Trust. 

156. '^Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that towards the middle of the year 1934, the 
Calcutta Port Trust authorities appointed one Mr. Hogan as a Yard 
Master in tbeir Traffic Department ^ 

(6) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, what are the 
qualifications, academic or otherwise, of Mr. Hogan and on what salary has 
he been appointed ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr Hogan has been appointed on a higher 
initial salary than what usually happens to be the Scale ’’ of a Yard 
Master in the Port Trust ? If so, what are the special reasons for doing 
so ? 

(d) Y/ns the vacancy, before it was filled up, at all notified If not, 
how did the Port Trust authorities ascertain that no Indian with qualifi- 
cations similar to or better than Mr. Hogan’s would offer himself as a 
candidate for appointment, and what made them to come to the conclusion 
that Mr. Hogan was the best available person for the post ? 

(() Is it a fact that one Mr. Crawford, an outsider, has been 
appointed by the Calcutta Port Trust authorities ? If so, was his post 
advertised, and why was no probationer appointed ? 

(/) Is it a fact that Messrs Bolst and Ward, who had retired from 
the services, have again been taken in by the Calcutta Port Trust autho- 
rities ? If so, will Government be pleased to state the circumstances under 
which they have been re-appointed f 

(g) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table of the House the 
correspondence that passed between them and the Calcutta Port Trust 
authorities and the Bengal Government with regard to the resolution 
passed in the Council of State in September, 1932, on the question of 
indianisation of Port Trust services ? ' 

(j^) Is it a fact that in pursuance of the resolution passed in the 
Council of State m September, 1932, on the question of Indianisation of 
Port Trust services, the Calcutta Port Trust authorities formulated the 
policy that in the ordinary circumstances it would not be noee^'-sarv to 
remiit non-Indians for most of their Departments and Sections ? ' 

{%) If so, will Government be pleased to state wliv that poher has 
been departed from in the case of the appointments referred to in 

(n) and (/) above f ^ 
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The HoBourable Sir Muharamad Zafrtdlah Khan ; (a) Yes. 

(6) Mr. Hogan had 15 years’ Eailway experience. He had passed 
the Guard’s and _ Assistant Station Master’s examination and the Junior 
and Senior Audit Examinations He had also passed as Section Con- 
troller at thfi A. S. M. Training School. While on ten months’ leave 
out of India in 1933-34 he passed in “ Railway Economics ’’ at Cardiff 
Teclinieal College, was attached to the 6. W Railway at Cardiff for five 
months fmd studied Goods and Docks working, Yard working, Train 
control, Goods Depot work, Claims and Rates and Parcels work. He was 
appointed as Yard Master in the Traffic Department of the Calcutta 
Port Commi.-sioners on a pay of Rs. 440 per mensem in the scale of 
Rs. 300—20—600. 

(c) Tcs His services could not have been secured on the minimum 

pay. 

td ) No. About this time there was a sudden and unexpected increase 
of work m the Transportation Section, an increase which coincided with 
the death of one and the retirement of two experienced officers. In conse- 
querme tlie Port Commissioners required an experienced Railway man at 
short notice and applied to the Railways. Mr. Hogan was strongly recom- 
mended by tlie East Indian Railway authorities. 

(e;) Yes. The post was advertised. No probationer was found 
qualified for the post. 

{/) Yes, on a temporary basis, because there was a rush of work and 
experiencod traffic officers were required. 

(ff) A copy lof the correspondence is laid on the table of tlie House. 

(/!) Yes. 

^^) The position has been explained in reply to parts (a), (d), (e) 

and (/) of this question. I would, however, add that Mr. Crawford is a 
statutory Indian. 


Letter to the Secietary to the Government of 


Madras, Marine {Finance) Department, 
Bombay, Political Department, ~~~ 
Bengal, Marine Department, 

Burma, Mevenue Department, 


and the Chief Commissioner, Aden, No, 204-D. A L.\32, dated the 19th April, 
19S3. 


I am clireeted to address you on the subject of the Indiamzation of Port Trust 
Services. 

the Local Government 

2 . As (you) doubt) awaie Sir (then Mr ) P. C. 

Sethna, in Januaiy, 1922^ moved a Besolution to the following effect in the Council 
of State : 


“ This Council recommends to the Governor General in Conncii that steps 
be taken to increase the number of Indians in the higher grades in the 
services of the Port Trusts, and to lay down a definite policy in regard 
to the same for the future. ’’ 


The Government oi India in accepting the Besolution made it clear that in their 
the most practical -way in wdiich Government could give effect to it would be the 
amendment of the Poit Acts so as t-o stiengthen Indian representation on the Port 
Trust Boards. Accordingly, the Port Acts of all ma,ior ports except Aden vrere 
ameiKJfd wffh this end in view. 
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B. Since the acceptance of the above Eesolution by the Government of India, 
the question of the appointment of Indians in substantial numbers to the higher 
grades of the Port Trust Berviees has leeeived considerable attention both in and 
outside the Gegislature. (.Questions have been asked on numerous occasions m the 
Central Legislature as to the action taken by Government and the Port Tiusts on 
the Jttesointion and as to the progress achieved in the direction of Indiamzation in 
the dilierent branches of the Port Trust Berviees. Frequently also, more especially 
in recent years, representations have been made by Indian commercial bodies and 
others expressing dissatisfaction with the slow rate of Indianization or alleging specific 
instances in w'hieh appointments have been filled without due regard to the possibihty 
of employing eligible Indians. In September, 1932, the Honourable Sir P, 0. Sethna 
again moved a Resolution on the sub;)ect in the Council of State in the following 
terms : 


“ This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to adopt 
efteetive measures to secure a substantial improvement in the matter 
of Indiamzing the services of the Port Trusts to an appreciable 
extent. ' ' 

This Resolution, as will be seen from the Council of State Debates, Volume II — No. 4, 
pages 169 — 186, was accepted by the Government of India on the understanding that 
it did not commit Government to further amendment of the constitutions of Port 
Trusts. 


4. The Government of India note with satisfaction that Port Tiusts are generally 
in sympathy with the principle of Indianization and recognize the importance of 
adopting measures to secure a wider employment of Indians in their Superior 
Services The stage has, however, now been reached at which it is desirable that 
concrete proposals or programme should be formulated for carrymg through an 
efteetive policy of indianization. Under the various Port Acts, except in the case 
of certain high posts, the statutory power to make appointments to their Superioi 
Services is vested in the Port Trusts, and the power to implement a policy of 
Indianization of these Services lies therefore mainly with the Port Trusts themselves. 
They are, moreover, in the beat position to having regard to the special condi- 

tions of each port, what steps should be taken to hasten the pace of Indianization, 
and also to indicate the practical limitations or difficulties, if any, which oppose 
themselves to the recruitment of Indians in particular Departments The Govern 
ment of India, therefore, consider that the onus of formulating detailed schemes for 
carrying out the purpose of the Resolution lies primarily on the Port Trusts them- 
selves, I am accordingly to request that the Resolution may be brought to the notice 
Madras, Port Trust 
Bombay and Karachi Port Trusts 

ef the Port CommliiiSi'eH Government of India informed 

Rangoon Port Commissioners 
Aden Port Trust 


in detail, as soon as possible, of the specific measures which the Port 


Trust (s) 
Commissioners* 


propose to take to give effect to the Resolution. The Government of India would be 
glad if the Local Government would at the same time favour them with their views 

TrustCs) 

as to the adequacy of any proposals made by the Port together with 


suggestions as to any further action which may usefully be taken for the attainment 
of the object in view. 


5. A number of the superior posts under the Port Trusts require mercantile 
marine qualifications, and one of the factors which have militated against the appoint- 
ment of Indiana to these posts has been the dearth of Indian candidates possessing 
the requisite qualifications. The position, however, will be rectified when passed 
cadets of the Indian Mercantile Marine Training Ship Dufferm have obtained 
ihmx certificates of competency and have acquired the necessary experience. It is in 
the highest degree desirable that the local material which will* thus become available 
should be utilised to the fullest extent possible in filling appointments for which the 
possession of mercantile marine qualifications is considered essential. The Govern- 
ment of India have accordingly already embodied in the recruitment rules of the 
Bengal Pilot Service provision to the effect that preference shall be given to candidates 
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who have passed through the Dutterm I am to enquire whether the 
Madras Port Trust 

T^rust T^ ^ouia be prepajed, m flUmg aueb posts uadex 

Port Commissioneis 

Aden Port Trust 

them, to give a similar preference to ex-^* Dufi^erin cadets possessing the requisite 
quaiihcations 

6. The Government of India are frequently called upon to answer questions in 
the Legislature regarding the progress of Indianization in the Port Trust Services 
and are obliged on practically all such occasions to call for the requisite information 
from the Local Governments. In order to obviate, as far as possible, the labour and 
inconvenience involved in the compilation of the relevant data at frequent intervals, 
I am to request that the Government of India may be furnished in January each year 
with : 

(a) a report on the progress of Indianization of the Superior Services under 
Madras Port Trust 

— — — r q 

Bombay and Karachi Port Tiusts t 

the control of the Calcutta Port Commissioners during the pieced- 

Rangoon Port Commissioners 
Aden Port Trust 

ing twelve months, in which the circumstances attending the various 
appointments made in the course of the year should he fairly fully 
explained, and 

(&) a statement in the attached form showing the superior staff of the various 
branches of their Services as on the 31st Ileeember of the previous 
year. 

I am also to say that the Government of India consider it desirable that they 
shouJd remain in close touch with current developments in regard to the process of 
Indianization and would therefore be glad if they could be kept fully and constantly 
supplied with all relevant information on the subject which is likely to be of interest 
to them. 

Kame. 

Nationality and Religion*. 

Designation. 

Scale of pay. 

Present pay. 

Total Service. 

Remarks. 


Copy of letter No. £646-Mne.f deUed the IBth December, 19$$, from the Government 
of Bengal, Commerce and Martne Departments, to the Government of India, 
Department of Commerce, New Delhi. 

Subject : — IndianiBation of Bat Trust Services. 

I am directed to refer to Mr. Raisman's letter No. 204-P. & L.|32, dated the 
19th April, 1933, on the above subject, and to say that, as requested by the Govern- 
ment of India, the Resolution of Honourable Sir P 0. Sethna was brought to the 
notice of the Port Commissioners, Calcutta. A copy of the reply of the Chairman 
in his letter No. 58402, dated the 11th September, 1*933, is enclosed for the informa- 
tion of the Government of India. 

2. The Chairman states that the policy of the Calcutta Port Commissioners is 
that if there is any person already in their service fully qualified and in every way 
suitable for the vacant post, that person will be promoted, and the appointment made 
regardless of race. If there is no siutable person in their service, and in consequence 
the vacancy has to be filled from outside, full opportunities will be given to Indians 
to apply for the vacancy, and when an Indian with the necessarj^ qualification is 
available and candidates of other nationalities are not better fitted for the post, the 


whether European, Anglo-Indian or Indian. 
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Indian candidates ’will be appointed. The Chairman states that this policy has been 
nnanimousiy accepted by the Commissioners, and, as the Ooverninent of India are 
aware, three of the Commissioners are elected by the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce, one by the Indian Chamber of Commerce, and one by the Corporation of 
Calcutta. 

3. The Chairman also states that the Commissions s have taken action to ensure 
that, as far as possible, Indians will be appointed to their service pitable for promo- 
tion to higher appointments. In the Trafhc Department, probationers have been 
appointed for special training as ofdcers j in the Accounts Department, qualified 
accountants have been appointed as Inspectors of Accounts, so that it should no 
longer be necessary for the Commissioners to recruit from outside for the senior 
appointments in the Accounts Department. Indian assistants have also been appointed 
in the Engineering Department. 

4. From further enquiries it has been ascertained that the system of appointing 
probationers in the Traffic Department for special training as officers was started 
in 1922. Two men were then appointed and both aie now officiating as Deputy Dock 
Supermtendents, each drawing Bs. 1,000 per mensem. Another probationer was 
appointed in 1924, but, as he was found unsuitable for the service, his services were 
terminated in 1927. Another was appointed in his place, but he also proved unsuit- 
able and was transferred to a post of Head Shed Clerk. In 1928 three probationers 
were appointed. One was transferred to the Secretary's Department, and he is now" 
an Assistant Secretary ,* one is now officiating as Superintendent, Kantapukur, on a 
salary of Ks. 600 per mensem while the third proved unsuitable and his sei vices were 
terminated in 1932. Six more probationers were appointed towards the end of 3929, 
and they are still in the Commissioners^ service. 

5. As regards the Accounts Department, the appointment of qualified accountants 
as Inspectors of Accounts was started only in 1931. Three qualified Indians were 
appointed in 1931 (of these one was a piomoted clerk), and two more were appointed 
from outside in 1932, while some men already in the service have also qualified as 
accountants. In this connection I am to refer to the correspondence ending with the 
Local Government’s letter No 402-Mne, dated the 11th February, 1933, from which 
it will be seen that, with the exception of the present Chief Accountant and Deputv 
Chief Accountant, all the present accounts staff of the Commissioners aie statutory 
natives of India, that the Commissioners have accepted the position that as regards 
future recruits to their Accounts Department enrolment on the Register of Accountants 
will be regarded as a sufficient qualification, and that owing to the arrangements 
made for the recruitment of qualified officers to .luiiior posts in the Accounts Depart- 
ment it should ordinarily be unnecessary to reciuit from outside to the posts of Chief 
and Deputy Chief Accountant. Since then the Commissioners as the result of a 
reference made to them by the Local Government in connection with the letter of 
the Government of India, Department of Commerce, No. 28 (1)-T & E. (R.A.), dated 
the 1st September, have revised their further decision that in future all appoint- 
ments from outside to posts of Audit Inspector or senior posts will be restricted 
to persons enrolled on the Register of Accountants (vide the Port Commissioners’ 
letter No 05840, dated the 31st January, 1933. a copy of which was forwmrded to the 
Government of India with the letter quoted earlier in this paragraph from the Local Gov- 
ernment;. The reason for this change in view, which the Local Government regard as 
reasonable, is contained in the enclosed letter of the Chairman, No. 66112, dated the 
23rd October, 1933. 

6. With regard to the engineering side of the Port Commissioner’s work, it has 
been ascertained that there are now' five Indian Assistant Engineers in the Com- 
missioners’ service, one of whom is now officiating as an Assistant Executive 
Engineer. Two of these engineers however are promoted subordinates, and are said 
to be not fully qualified for further promotion. 

7. With regard to paragraph 5 of Mr. Raisman’s letter, it will be seen that the 

Commissioners will be prejiared to give preference to Dufferin ’’ cadets possess- 
ing Master Mariner’s certificates when such candidates are available. The" Commis- 
sioners, however, expect candidates to have served afloat at least as second officers 
and prefer them to have served as (^ief officers. Apart from posts which must 
be filled by Master Mariners, it is said that there are several posts requiring sea 
experience, which have in the past been necessarily filled bv Europeans, buf which 
the Commissioners intend to fill with Dufferin ” cadets with second mates 

certificates when thev are available. Bueh posts are second officers in the Gominis- 
sioners’ Dredger and Despatch vessel service and it is the Commissioners’ intention 
to appoint Dufferin ” cadets possessing second mates certificates to these posts 
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witli a view to training them as Berthing Masters. It is stated also that in the 
Bivei Survey the recruitment of Europeans has ceased, and that three out of the 
last four appointments have been made direct from the Dufferm This method of 
recruitment the Commissioners intend t© follow in future. 

8 The Chairman states that the rceiuitment of some Europeans will still be 
necessary m the Chief Mechanical Engineer’s Department owing to the deaith of 
qualified Indian mechanical engineers with the necessary practical experience, especially 
of ship repair work. Marme Engineers with Board, of Tiade Certificates are also 
required, and it is stated that there are few Indians available with this qualifieatioia. 
It IS also stated that there are no Indian sMpwxights Whenever Indians with the 
necessary qualifications are available however they are being appointed and it is 
stated that the electrical section is already under an Indian Electrical Engineer. 

9. I am to say that the Local Government have nothing to add to the letter 
of the Chairman with respect to the policy put sued bv the Commissioners. The 
Chairman states that the Commissioners have taken sueli action as is within their 
power to Indianize their services. He goes on to say that the rate of Indianization 
must depend upon the retirement of ^ the European ofiicers now in their service. The 
Local Government are of the opinion that as the Commissioners have accepted 
generally the principle that where properly qualified Indians are available, they vili 
receive preference, no further action can be taken by Government tow^ards Indianiza- 
tion In particular, the Local Government mvite the attention of the Government 
of India to the fact that the Commissioners are unanimously opposed to any sugges- 
tion that Europeans should be compulsorily retired to make way for Indians With 
this sentiment the Local Government are in entire agreement, and they trust that 
any such idea would be strongly opposed by the Government of India 

10. I am to add that the information requested in paragraph 6 of Mr. Baisman^s 
letter as amended by Mr. Stuart-Smith ’s letter No. 233-P. & L (4)|33, dated the 23rd 
September, 1933, will be forwarded regularly to the Government of India. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Sd.) 

Joint Seoreta/i'y to the Governments of Bengal. 


Copy of a letter No, 5840^, dated the 11th September^ 19SS, from the Chairman of the 

Comnmswnere for the Fort of Oalmtta, to the Secretary to the Government of 

Bengal, Marine Department. 

I have the honour to refer to your letter No. 60-T. Marine, dated the 1st May, 
1933, forwarding a copy of letter from the Government of India, Department of 
Commerce, No. 204-P. & L.|32, dated the 19th April, 1933, on the subject of the 
Indianization of Port Trust services 

2. The policy of the Calcutta Port Commissioners in the matter of filling appoint- 
ments is as follows. If there is any person already in their service fully qualified 
and in every way suitable for a vacant post, he will be promoted and the appointment 
will be made regardless of race. If there is no suitable person in their service and in 
consequence the vacancy has to be filled from outside, full opportunities will be given 
to Indians to apply and when an Indian with the necessary qualifications is available 
and candidates of other nationalities are not better fitted for the post, the Indian 
candidates will be appointed. This policy was unanimously accepted by the Commis 
sioners. 

3. The Commissioners have taken action to ensure as far as possible that there 
will be Indians in the service suitable for promotion to higher appointments. In 
the TrafBc Department probationers have been appointed for special training as 
officers ; in the Accounts Department, qualified accountants have been appointed as 
Inspectors of Accounts so that it should no longer be necessary for the Commissioners 
to recruit from outside for the senior posts in this Department ; and Indian assistants 
have been appointed in the Engineering Department. 

4. As a result of the action taken, it will not be necessary in ordinary circum- 
stances to recruit Europeans for any post in the Trust, other than posts in the Deputy 
Conservator’s and Chief Mechanical Engineer’s departments. I say in ordinary 
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cireuinstanees be< 5 ause it is always possible that the necessity for an outside appoint- 
ment may arise, and there may not be a suitable Indian candidate available. 

5. The recruitment of Europeans will still be necessary for the Deputy Con- 
servator’s department because the incumbents of many posts must bo holders of 
Master Manner’s certificates, and Indians with this qualification are not now avail- 
able. They will be available in the future, and the Government of India ask whether 
the Commissioners will then be prepared to give them preference. The reply is in 
the affirmative, but it must be remembered that the mere possession^ of a Master 
Manner’s certificate is not sufficient as the Commissioners expect candidates to have 
served afloat at least as second officers and prefei them to have served as Chief 
Officers. Apart from posts which must be filled by Master Mariners, there are 
several posts requiring sea experience, which have in the past necessarily been filled 
by Europeans. Bx-‘‘ ‘ Dufieriii ’ ’ cadets wuth Second Mates certificates will shortly 
be available and it is intended to appoint them wffien vacancies occur as second officers 
in the Commissioners’ Dredger and Despatch vessel service with a view to training 
them as Berthing Masters. In another important section of the Deputy Conservator’s 
Department, the Eiver Suivey, men can be recruited young and receive the neces- 
sary training in the service. The recruitment of Europeans for this section has 
ceased, the three out of the last four appointments made have been direct from the 
Dnfierin This method of recruitment will be followed in future. 

6. The recruitment of some Europeans will still be necessary in the Chief 
Mechanical Engineer’s Department owuig to the dearth of qualified Indian Mechanical 
Engineers with the necessary piactical experience, especially of ship repair work 
which is such an important part of the work of this department. Also, Marine 
Engineers with B. O. T. certificates are necessary and there are at present few Indians 
available with this qualification, and there are no Indian shipwrights. Whenever 
Indians with the necessary qualifications are available, they are being appointed and 
the electrical section is already under an Indian Electrical Engineer. 

7. The Commissioners have taken such action as is within their power to Indianise 
their services, but the rate of Indianization must depend upon the rate of retirement 
of the European officers now in their service. It has never been suggested that 
Europeans should be compulsorily retired to make way for Indians, and the Commis- 
sioners would be unanimously opposed to any such action. The rate of Indianization 
has also been adversely effected by the abolition of posts on account of trade depres- 
sion. 

8. The Commissioners will in future forward to you annually the report and 
statement referred to in paragraph 6 of the letter from the Government of India. 


THE COMMISSIONEES FOE THE POET OF CADOUTTA. 

2Srd> Octoler, 19SS. 

Ho. 66112. 

From 

T. H. ELDEBTOH, Esq., 

Chatrmm^ 

To 

The SECBETABY to the GOVEENMENT oe BENGAL, 

MAEINE DEPAETMENT. 

Bm, 

, 1 have the honour to refer to your letter No, 422-T |Mne , dated the 9th October, 
193S, forwarding copy of a letter from the Government of India, Department of 
Commerce, No, 28 &} E. (E.A,), dated the 1st September, 1933, regarding 

Auditor’s Certificates Eules, 1932, ? s s 

The Government of India in the last paragraph of their letter ask the Local 
Government to consider the desirability of prescribing enrolment on the Eegister of 
Aeeoumtents as the qualification required of candidates for various posts requiring 
knowledge of accountancy. The Port Commissioners would not be prepared to insist 
upon this qualification in the case of their service, for the following reasons : 

<a) No person win be eligible for enrolment on the Eegister under Buie 6 (a) 

' imlesfg he has completed a certain period of service under articles. TMg 
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\^ould exclude from enrolment all persons who have received their eaiij 
practical training in the Commissioners^ service. 

(h) There would appear to be no justihcation for insisting upon a person 
qualified for enrolment under rule 6 to incur the cost of enrolment when 
he had no desire to act as a public accountant and would not be per- 
mitted by the Commissioners to do so. 

At present men who are obtaining their practical expeiience in the Commissioners’ 
seivice can acquire by private study the theoretical knowledge which is necessary for 
promotion to the highest posts, and they can prove the possession of this knowledge 
by passing the examination qualifying for the Government Diploma of Accountancy 
01 the examinations held by bodies such as the London Association of Accountants. 
The Commissioners would certainly not be prepared to adopt any course which would 
unnecessarily exclude from promotion men who have all the theoretical knowledge 
reqmred for enrolment on the Eegister and also have long experience of the practical 
side of their duties in the Commissioners' service. 

X take this opportunity to correct the statement made in the penultimate para- 
graph of this office letter No. 5840, dated the 31st January, 1933. Although anyone 
enrolled on the Begister of Accountants will be deemed sufficiently qualified for any 
post in the Commissioners' Accounts Department, future appointment from outside to 
X>osts of Audit Inspector or senior posts cannot be restricted to such persons. 
Theoretical qualifications such as the qualification G. D. A. will certainly be msisted 
upon but to prescribe the further condition of enrolment on the Begister of Accountants 
might only render it impossible to appoint the most suitable candidate. 

I have, etc., 

(Sd.) T. H ELDEBTON, 

Chamnan. 


Mr. Basanta Kumar Das ; How long will these men be retained ? 

Tlie Honourable Sir Muhammad Zlafrullali Khan : I can discover 
that if tbe Honourable Member is anxious to know. 

Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : How long after their retirement they were 
taken in 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have no informa- 
tion on the point, but I can discover that if the Honourable Member 
wants. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to part (/i), may 
I know if this policy is being enforced now ? Are they recruiting only 
Indians now ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No, if you mean 
only Indians. If you mean progressive recruitment of Indians, yes. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What proportion of Indians and non-Indians is 
x'eeruited 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I cannot state the 
exact ])rox)03tion of recruitment of Indians, but I laay say that every 
year the recruitment of Indians has been on an increasing scale. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the exact proportion ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I can give that. 
In 1927, there were 64 Indians, including Anglo-Indians and 235 Euro- 
peans, The percentage of Indians, including Anglo-Indians, was 21 
per cent. In 1932, lidians including Anglo-Indians were 147, and 
Europeans 293. The percentage of Indians including Anglo-Indians was 
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33. Ill j935, there are 204 Indians including Anglo-Indians and Euro- 
peans 295. The percentage of Indians including Anglo-Indians is 40. 
In 1927, Indians, excluding Anglo-Indians, were 14 and the percentage 
was 4.6. In 1935, Indians, excluding Anglo-Indians, are 88, percentage 
17.6. 


Eeoruitment of Ikpiaijts in the Calcutta Port Trust. 

157. *Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Is it not a fact that in the 
latest Administration Report of the Bombay Port Trust it has been main- 
tained that during the last ten years, the authorities at Bombay while 
filling up t^^aeancies did not appoint any European, if Indian candidates 
with the requisite qualifications were available f 

(1)) What steps do Government propose to take in order that the 
legitimate aspirations of qualified Indians may not be neglected by the 
Calcutta Port Trust authorities ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : [a) It is presumed 
that the Honourable Member refers to the following statement in the 
Administration Report of the Bombay Port Trust for 1933-84 : 

* ‘ ^ ' no European has been recruited to any post in the Trust carrying 

a salaiy o± Rs. 500 and over during the past ten yeais, except m the 
ease o± certain specialised ajip ointments in the Port and Engineering 
Departments requiring technical qualifications not yet possessed by 
Indians, such as Dredging Masters and Engineers with Board of Trade 
certificates or Master Mariners \\]th Eoieign- going certificates.'’ 

(5) Go^'ernmeut have no reason to suppose that the legitimate 
aspirations of qualified Indians are being neglected by the Calcutta Port 
Trust aulh'orities. 

Appointment of Non-Indtans as Probationary Assistant River 
Surveyors in the Calcutta Port Trust. 

158 ‘'‘'Mr Basanta Kumar Das : [a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whetlier it is a fact that in the month of elune, 1934, two non- 
Indians, as distinct from persons of pure Indian parentage, were appointed 
as probationary Assistant River Surveyors by the Calcutta Port Trust 
authorities ? 

(5) If the ansM'er to part (a) be in the affirmative, were those non- 
Indians appointed due to Indians with similar qualifications not being 
available or not offering as candidates for appointment ? 

(c) What are the qualifications of the persons appointed, and what 
is the scale of salary for an Assistant River Surveyor during the pro- 
bationary period and on confirmation ! 

(d) Were the posts, before being filled up, properly advertised f 
If not, what was the reason for the Calcutta Port Triust authorities for 
not providing adequate opportunities to Indians who might have other- 
wise offered themselves as candidates for appointments, and how did the 
authorities determine that tlie persons appointed were with their qualifi- 
cations the best available for the posts f 

, (e) Is it not a fact that the persons appointed never served as cadets 
in the Mercantile Marine Training Ship Dtifferm ? ^ ‘ . 
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questions and answe:^. 

(/) Was it not decided by the 

River Survev section of tbe Deputy Cionservator Mercantile 

Indianised ^as^eing eminently suitable for tbe 

Marine Training Ship Diiffenn, as oeing 

■ . . 1 (f) be in tbe affirmative, wbat 

i. n""riLr^ 2 „T,ui{Uo„s for non-IncUono and 

another for Indians f . (a) Two Anglo- 

The Hononrable Sir as probationary 

Indians who ^re Statutory Ind a 
Assistant River Surveyors on tbe 1st du . 

(1) Tbe names of three ^Sididates were found 

Principal, Bengal Engineering College, but tne 

to be over-age. ^robationarj- Assistant River 

(c) The qualifications on tbe table. The probationers 

Qnrvpvors are given in the statement laiu uix 
appointed possessed these qualifications. 

The salary during the TJie pay on confirmation 

isRs 200 in the scale of Rs. 7a->— 2U— JO 

450-50-1,200 per mensem 

(d) The posts have not been J®® ^e Principal of the Bengal 

three Indian intended to advertise these posts m 

5htt^o pLSne;: appofited were considered suitable 

(/) The following atemiS? oTSengi daJ^ 

Port Commissioners to the becreiaij 

the lltR September, 1933 : Conservator’s Department, , the 

“ In another important Lceive the necessary training in the 

“ “““ 

and non-Indians. 

(1) The candidate should be less Cambridge Examination, or 

(2) The eand^te .f pnld haTO jasseyh^ Trigonometry. 

its equivalent, with, credit in ! -n • «Tid ■oroduee a medical certificate 

(S) The candidate should be o£ ^ o? anv defect or weakness of eye-sight 

Mr St.” rrr,S““ £ s.— .»• »«. p». 

head of his last school. 
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Inbians, Anglo-Inbtans and Europeans serving in Port Trust in India. 

159. '‘-Mr. Basanta Kimar Das : Witli refereiTje to the answers to 
stajTed questions Nos. 537 and 308 (h) and (c), asked in this House on 
the 29th February, 1932, and 31st August, 1933, respeetHely, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state separately the number of the Indian, European, and 
Anglo-Indian officers serving up to date in the higher and more remune- 
rative posts in all the Port Trusts f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : A statement 
giving the required information is laid on the table. 


Statement showing the number of Superioi Officers in the various Port Trusts holdm / appoint - 
menfs carrying a nmzimum salary of Rs >500 and over as on the 31st Marche 1936 {%n the 
case of Aden upto the 31st December, 1934). 


Port Trust. 

Indian 

European. 

Anglo- 

Indian. 

Mauritius. 

Chinese 

Armeriaii 

1. Madras . . 

6 

12 

. , 




2. Calcutta 

25 

114 

85 




3. Bombay 

32 

74 

11 

1 



4. Karachi 

10 

18 

2 




5. Chittagong 


8 




• 

6. Rangoon 

12 

59 

20 


2 

1 

7. Aden 

1 

10 


•• 

*• 

•• 

Totals 

86 

1 

1 295 

1 

1 1 

' I 

2 1 

1 

Indianisation of 

Services 

IN Port 

Trusts : 

IN India. 



160. *Mr, Basanta Kumar Das : What meevsures do Government 
})ropose to adopt in order to ensure the speeding up of the Indianisation 
of the services in all the Port Trusts in India ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : The desirability 
of Tndianising the superior services under them has been brought to the 
notice of the Port Trusts and the Government of India have been in- 
formed that the Port Trusts have generally taken and will continue 
t(» take such action as lies within their power to accelerate the process 
of Indianisation 

Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : Has any time limit been fixed within 
which Indianisation of the services in the Port Trusts is to be completed t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No, Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : When was this communication sent to the Port 
Trusts by Government f 
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The Honoumble Sir Miiha^mimad ZafruUah Khan : The correspondence 
1 }jaA-e laid on the table supplies all the information. I think it was on 
the 19th April, 1933. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : Since then, how many Indians haA^e been 
appointed to the superior services of the Port Trusts 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I shall require 
notice ot that question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if there are any Indians as 
iliairnien of Port Trusts ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Notice of this 
question has already been received and it will be replied to Avhen it is 
reached. 

Report on the Co-operative Movement in India submitted by 

Mb. M. L. Darling. 

161. '’Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Is it a foot that ^Ir. M. L. 
Darling, I.C.S-, Special Officer in the Finance Department of the G-overn- 
inert of India, has submitted to GoA^ernment a report on the Co-opera liA’-e 
movement in India ? 

(b) If so, Avill Government be pleased to lay on the table of tbe House 
a eop3^ of the said report and to state Avhat action they propose to take 
on the said report ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) and (6 b Mr. Darling was 
primarily appointed to advise on the constitution of the Agricultural 
Credit D(*partment of the Reserve Bank and the methods by which this 
Department could best assist agricultural credit including the co- 
operative movement. To his main report Mr. Darling has added a 
report on Ihe co-operative movement in India as a whole and notes on 
the. movemcnl m the various provinces. The reports are primarily 
intended foi the consideration of the Board of the Reserve Bank to 
whom the}^ have been forwarded, and Government are not in a position 
to make any statement regarding their publication until they have 
x^ecewed the views of the Board. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Have Government revicAved those reports ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : As I say, it is primarily for the 
Board of the ReserA^e Bank to review them. The; duty of considering 
the question of agricultural credit has been placed upon them by 
Statute. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Has it been reviewed by the Board of Directors 
of the ReserA^e Bank f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : It is under eonsicleration. 
Whether they have completed their review I cannot say, 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : When was the report sent to 
the Reserve Bank ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I do not know exactly, but some 
months ago. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What have the ReserA^e Bank 
done till no ay ^ 
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The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I have just answered that question. 
The Report is under their consideration, but I cannot say whether they 
have eoin])Ieted their consideration of it or not. 

Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : Did Mr. Darling investigate into the 
working of the department in all the various pro\ luces 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I cannot say off-hand about 
every province, but he certainly did it in most of them. 

Schemes for Rural Development received prom the Provincial 

Governments. 

162. Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Will Govcvmoent be x>l^ased 
to lay on the table the schemes for rural uplift received from the Pro- 
vincial Governments ! 

(1) Will Government be pleased to state how the one erore of rupees, 
granted for the rural uplift, has been allotted to the different provh ees ‘ 

(c) Have Government made an estimate of the sum that will be 
required for thorough rural uplift work to be carried on with a prograrctme 
iiuclving continuous work for the next few years ? 

(d) Do Goverriment propose to include in the programme of ^v'ork for 
rural uplift the work of reviving village industries ^ If so, are Govern- 
ment prepared to consider the desirability of co-ordinating the Gov-rn- 
ment scheme with that of the Congress scheme that may be formulated 
under the auspices of the Village Industries Association '/ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) and (6). A statement 
showing the distribution of the grant and the schemes recommended by 
the Local Governments and approved by the Government of India is 
laid OJL the table. 

(c) It would be impossible to form such an estimate. 

(d) As the Honourable Member will see from the statement, some 
of the Provinces propose to devote part of their grants to the improvement 
of village industries. The Government of India have not required Local 
Governments to co-ordinate their schemes with schemes formulated under 
the auspices of the Congress Village Industries Association. 

Perhaps I may say that I think there is now available a full supply 
of this statement for the use of Honourable Members, 


The Government of India Grant for Enrol Development in 1935-36. 

In the budget speech for 1935-36 it was announced that the Government 
of India proposed to make a grant of Rs. 1 crore for distribution to the Pro- 
vinces to be spent on schemes for the economic development and improvement 
of rural areas. It was indicated that 10 or 15 lakhs of this sum would be 
earmarked for the purpose of assisting the co-operative movement and that 
the remainder would be allocated among the Provinces on the basis of rural 
population. The money was to be spent on schemes approved by the 
Government of India which would improve the economic position of the 
people in rural areas. The term ' economic position ’ was intended m its broad- 
est sense, i.e., it was meant to cover measures designed to improve the actual 



QUESTIONS ANT) ANSWERS. 


493 


money incomes of tlie people as well as those designed to 3 mprove their health 
and education. The schemes were of course to be additional schemes, i.e., 
over and above the ordinary activities of the Provincial Governments. 

A demand wms laid before the Legislative Assembly for the transfer of 
one crore from the 1934-35 surplus to a special fund to be devoted to the 
economic development of rmral areas. At a later stage it was proposed to 
transfer to the fund the unallocated balance of that surplus, then estimated 
to amount to 13 lakhs, in order to provide scope for varying the allotments 
payable on the rural population basis where it seemed desirable to do so, 
particularly m the case of some of the economically baclward Provinces. 

In the first place, 15 lakhs have been set aside for developing the co- 
operative movement. Even before the decision to make a grant of Rs. 1 crore 
was taken, the Government of India had placed Mr M. L. Darling, formerly 
Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Punjab, and an acknowledged authority on 
the subject, on special duty to enquire into the state of the co-operative move- 
ment in each Province with a view to assisting the Reserve Bank in 
developing its proposals for the creation of its agricultural credit depart- 
ment. As the result of Ms enquiries Mr. Darling was impressed with 
the neglect from which, in certain of the Provinces at any rate, education in the 
principles and practice of the movement of official as well as non-official workers 
engaged in it had suffered. He was strongly of opinion that unless this neglect 
were promptly remedied, there would be no real revival of co-operation. The 
Government of India recognise how wide is the scope for co-operative principles 
in rural reconstruction. They, therefore, agreed with Mr. Darling’s view that their 
proposed contribution for developing the co-operative movement should be 
devoted to giving effect to the educational schemes which he had worked out in 
consultation with the Provincial Registrars of Co-operative Societies. Local 
Governments have been informed of tins and the Government of India now 
await their final views on Mr. Darling’s proposals. On receipt of these the 
sum of Rs. 16 lakhs will be distributed. 


Next 86 lakhs were allocated on the basis of rural population as follows : — 

Es. 


Madras . . 

Bombay . . 

Bengal . . 

United Provinces 
Punjab . 

Burma 

Bihar and Orissa 
Central Provinces 
North-West Frontier Province 
Assam 


Lakhs. 

U 

6 

16 

15 

7-5 

5 

12*5 

5 

1 

3 


Then from the supplementary amount available, ^ lakh was set aside for 
each of Coorg, Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara, while an additional 2 lakhs each 
were assigned to Assam and the North-West Frontier Province. These two 
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Provinces are sparsely populated and economically backward and clearly 
offer the most abundant opportunities for development. The needs of Assam and 
its case for special treatment have been recognised on all hands in recent years. 

Finally the Government of India considered that the distribution on the 
basis of rural population somewhat under-estimated the needs and claims of 
Bombay and the Punjab and an additional lakh was given to each of these 
Provinces. 


Thus, in the end, 92| lakhs have been allotted, as shown 
table, and lakhs have been kept in reserve : — 

in the following 

Es. 

Lakhs. 

Madras . . 

. 14 

Bombay . . 

~ 

Bengal . . 

.. 16 

United Provinces . . 

.. 15 

Punjab . . 

.. 8*5 

Burma . . . ... 

.. 6 

Bihar and Orissa , 

.. 12*5 

Central Provinces . 

.. 5 

North-West Frontier Province 

.. 3 

Assam , . . . . . . . • * 

• . 5 

Delhi 

.. 0-5 

A j mer- Merwar a 

.. 0*5 

Coorg 

.. 0-5 

Total 



Immediately the demand was passed by the Legislative Assembly, Local 
Governments were asked to submit schemes to an amount somewhat in excess 
of their allotment in order to allow for the possibility of some of their proposals 
not finding favour with the Government of India. The scope for imtiative and 
experiment in rural reconstruction is of course vast. But the Government ot 
India decided to give a lead to Local Governments by indicating certain categories 
which in their view covered the most pressing needs of village life and ofEered 
the most practical benefit. These categories are as follows : — 

L Sanitary measures, 6.^. — 

(i) Anti-malarial schemes, 

(ii) Village water-supply including well-boring, 

(Hi) Village sanitation including drainage. 

2. Consolidation of holdings, 

3. Village roads, 

4. Discretionary grants to District Officers to enable them to promote or 

assist minor local works of improvement, 

and Local Governments were told that the Government of India would accept 
without question schemes falling under these heads. It should be emphasised 
that these categories were not meant to be exhaustive but only to direct effort 
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into channels that appeared to be most fruitful. Some of the Provinces pro- 
posed to spend the bulk of their allotment on projects of these general descrip- 
tions but a considerable number of other schemes were put forward covering a 
wide range of activity, some of them representing entirely new departures 
which should in time make a radical transformation in the conditions of 
village life. The nature of these various schemes can most conveniently be 
described by a recital Province by Province of the projects actually approved 
by the Government of India. A further report as to the actual progress of 
the schemes will be laid before the Assembly in due course. 


3Iadras, 


(1) Rural water supplj^ 

(2) Village communications 

(3) Village sanitation 

(4) Anti-malarial measures . 

(5) District Officers’ discretionary grants 


Rs. 

5.50.000 

4.50.000 
3,00,000 

50,000 
50, 00 


Total . . 14,00,000 


(1) The works will be executed by the district boards and, where the 
schemes relate to protected water-supply, the approval of the Sanitary Engi- 
neering Department will be insisted upon. The grants will be confined to new 
works only and they will be spread over as many taluks as possible in each 
district. 

(2) A sum of Rs. 3 lakhs will be allotted to District Boards ior the improve- 
ment of village commnmcations in areas other than those within the jurisdiction 
of non-union Panchayat Boards. It is proposed to distribute a sum of Rs. 
1,50,000 through the agency of the Inspector of Local Boards and Municipal 
Councils for the improvement of village communications in non-union 
panchayat areas. In each case, the local Government will sanction the grants 
after satisfying themselves that the works proposed are really useful and 
that the grants are distributed evenly in all districts. 

(3) A sum of Rs. 3 lakhs will be spent on village sanitation as shown 
below : 

Rs. 

Lakhs. 

(4) Borehole latrines in rural areas .. *. 2*75 

(ii) Poonamailee Health Unit scheme .. .. •• 0-25 


Total .. 3-00 


(i) Borehole latrines ,- — The Director of Public Health has drawn up a 
Scheme providing (1) for the construction of two public latrines in each 

L187LAD B 
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village selected, the local body or villagers undertaking to maintain them, and 
(2) for the supply of concrete slabs at half cost and the full supply of borers neces- 
sary for installing private latrines in a few houses in each village, subject to the 
condition that the house-owner finds funds for the enclosure, labour for boring 
and construction, and also the other half of the cost of the slabs. Work will 
be confined to about 100 important villages in a typical taluk of each district 
and the needs of areas inhabited by depressed classes will also receive due 
consideration. The work will be executed by the Public Health Department. 

{ii) Poommallee Health Unit Scheme . — It is proposed to utilise a sum 
not exceeding Es. 25,000 on a scheme of intensive health work in a selected area 
to demonstrate the benefits that will accrue thereby to the health and welfare 
of the rural population. The health unit will work under the Public Health 
Department. 

(4) The following anti-malarial measures will be carried out in four 
typical areas : 

{a) provision of sub-soil and open drainage at a place in the Vizagapa- 
tam Agency ; 

(6) sub-soil drainage at a place in the Nilgiris (hiUy tracts) ; 

(c) anti-malarial measures in the Rameswaram Island ; and 

(d) anti-malarial measures in certain coastal areas in the Nellore dis- 

trict. 

The works will be executed by the Public Health Department. 

(5) The discretionary grants will be spent on urgent village necessities 
in particular localities and will be non-recurring. The objects on which the 
grants may be spent are restricted to the following : 

(^) Construction or improvement of public baths ; 

(ii) Improvement or provision of minor village communications such as 
river landings, foot-bridges, culverts, foot paths, boats for crossing 
streams and canals. 

(m) Wells or other drinking water sources for the poorer classes. 

(it?) Playgrounds for village schools. 

{if} Burial and burning grounds. 

(vi) Relief of poor people who have suffered from fire, flood, cyclone 
or other sudden calamities or who are obliged to vacate their 
houses owing to plague, etc. 

The question whether CoPectors should be authorised to spend this 
grant of Rs. 50,000 on objects other than those specified above is under the 
consideration of the Lodal Government. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


497 


Bombay. 


( i) Village Improvement scheme : 

Rs. 

Rs* 

Northern Division 

. . 1,08,000 


Central Division 

. . 2,02,000 


Southern Division 

. . 1,58,000 


Sind .. 

.. 1,38,000 

6,06,000 

(2) Improvement of buffaloes and disposal of milk 

. . . . 

42,000 

(3) Improvement of poultry . . 


15,000 

(4) Co-operative egg-collectmg and marketing . . 


2,000 

(5) Improved preserving and tanning of hides . . 

. . 

25,000 

(6) Inland fisheries 


10,000 


Total , . 7,00,000 

(1) The Village Improvement Scheme of the Bombay Government 
orgamsed on the lines laid down by the late Governor, Sir Frederick Sykes, 
has now been in actual operation for nearly two years. 

The essential factor of the scheme is the co-operation of all agencies — 
Government, local authorities, non-official associations and local eSort, to 
improve all sides of the life of the cultivator, concentrating in the first instance 
on the naore pressing needs of the particular village concerned. The scheme 
is based on the view that no effective progress is possible without the co-opera- 
tion of the villagers themselves and that the first task is to arouse in them an 
interest in, and a desire for, improvement of their condition. 

Under the scheme the primary agency is the District Executive Com- 
mittee for village improvement of which the Collector is the ex-officio Chairman 
and the President of the District Local Board is the Vice-Chairman. The 
Committee normally includes Government officers representing the social 
service departments of Government, representatives of local bodies, such as 
Local Boards and the hke, and persons concerned with social service, educa- 
tion, charitable organisations, etc. 

Under the District Executive Committee, work is carried on in the talukas 
of the districts, either through the existing Taluka Development Associations 
or by the formation of Taluka Committees In villages themselves Panchayats 
established under the Village Panchayats Act or local committees are made 
use of. Particular subjects, as for instance, education, co-operation, agricul- 
tural improvements, etc., can also be dealt with by the appointment of special 
sub-committees. 

In each Division the Commissioner secures the general co-ordination of the 
village improvement work being carried on by the District Executive 
Committees in co-operation with the various Departments of Government. 
District Executive Committees have been formed in all districts of the Presi- 
dency proper, except the Bombay Suburban District, where the work of village 
improvement is entrusted to the District Local Board. Taluka and village 
committees have also been established in most talukas and villages. CJp to 
the present secretaries have been appointed in eleven districts to carry on 
propaganda and organise activities in the districts, the necessary financial 
provision for them being made by Government. 

The manner of development has not been the same in all districts, in some 
a start was made at the top with District Executive Committees, from which 

Iil87JDAD b2 
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the movement spread downwards to the taliikas and villages, while in other 
districts there was concentration on villages from the start, certain villages 
being selected to test the experiment or to serve as models. 

The Local Government recommended and the Govermiient of India 
agreed that the greater part of the grant should, in the case of Bombay, be 
utilised for furthering this scheme which has already produced strilciiig results. 
Out of the Es. 6,06,000 to be devoted to the scheme, Es. 2,00,000 will be dis- 
tributed to District Officers for expenditure on the objects which the scheme 
seeks to promote, and of this Es. 2 lakhs, Rs. 1 lakh will be resei ved for villages 
where the scheme has not been introduced. The balance will be distributed 
through District Committees and other local bodies. Es. 55,000 out of the 
provision for Sind wdl be utilized for agricultural and industrial improvement. 

The following schemes wiU be confined to the Presidency proper and will 
be in charge of the officers of the departments concerned. 

(2) The scheme for the improvement of buffaloes will be spread over 5 
years. It is prcpcsed to employ the agency of the village improvement com- 
mittees or other similar bodies, or, where such bodies are not available, the 
agency of Government officials. One inspector and 4 non-graduates will be 
specially employed. 

(3) The scheme for the improvement of poultry is in two parts. Cocks of 
improved breed will be introduced in a certain number of villages, and a limit- 
ed number of premiums will be awarded to poultry farmers who undertake to 
abide by certain conditions, one of which is that their eggs will be sold locally 
for breeding purposes at controlled prices. 

(4) It is proposed to institute a pioneer co-operative society in order to 
improve the marketing of eggs. 

(6) For the improvement of preserving and tanning of hides two touring 
demonstration parties will be employed for a period of 3 years. 

(6) It is proposed to stock 5 or 6 selected tanks with small fish from the 
Madras Presidency. Little or no recurring expenditure is anticipated when 
once the tanks have been stocked. 


Bengal. 

(1) Establishment of seed, paddy and crop demonstration centres 

(2) Improvement of cattle and of fodder crops 

(3) Improvement of poultry 

(4) Propaganda in the districts—loud speakers and gramophones 

(5) Wireless transmission in Midnapore district . . 

(6) Improved marketing — jute and paddy 

(7) Coir spinning and weaving 

(8) Union Hoard dispensaries and improvement of water supply 

(9) Attachment of agricultural farms, etc., to secondary schools, and 

provision of play-grounds and village halls 

(10) Boy Scouts, Girl Guides and Bratachari 

( 11 ) Minor drainage and flushing schemes . .. ^ 

(12) Chittagong Hill Tracts . , . . . . ] 

(13) Discretionary grants to Commissioners and District Officers ! 


Rs 

1.09.000 

1.75.000 
500 

20,000 

82,000 

50.000 
40,700 

3.50.000 

1.80.000 

20.000 
3,30,000 

25,000 

2,17,800 


.. 16,00,000 


Total 
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(1) The spread of improved paddy seed is hindered by the heavy cost of dis- 
tribution. Local centres have therefore been opened for the multiplication and 

distribution of better types of seed by 114 Union Boards in Bengal. More 
Boards are willing to provide land for opening such, centres. It is therefore 
proposed to extend the scheme to 450 Union Boards in all 8 acres will be 
provided at each centre, 5 for multiplication of seed and 3 for general demons- 
tration. The Union Boards will pay for the cost of cultivation and recoup 
themselves from the money received for the produce. 

(2) There are at present 2 temporary hve-stock officers working in Bengal 
and 3 more will now be employed. These officers will work in 10 districts, in 
each of which a temporary Veterinary Assistant Surgeon will also be employed 
on the work. It is proposed to introduce 100 pure bred bulls m each of the 
districts and thus to promote the development of an indigenous breed of 
cattle and eliminate the necessity of importing bullocks from outside the 
Province, which costs Bengal at the present time Rs. 50 lakhs a year. 

It is also proposed to introduce on a larger scale the cultivation of Napier 
grass as green fodder for cattle. This grass can be grown on areas at present 
not under cultivation; one acre of such grass will keep 8 animals fully supplied. 
It is proposed to introduce sufficient cuttings of Napier grass to grow 100 acres 
in each of the 10 districts at a total cost of Rs. 10,000. 

The total cost of giving effect to the Local Government’s schemes under 
this head is Rs. 1,90,000 of which the Local Government will themselves provide 
Es. 15,000. 

(3) The nucleus of the scheme for improving poultry in Bengal will be the 
Dacca Farm, which is under the charge of a specially trained officer. In each 
of the 10 districts mentioned above 20 selected mating birds will be supplied from 
this farm to villages which agree to get rid of their old male stock. Three centres 
have already been developed on these lines in Bengal as an experiment, and 
the experiments appear to have been successful. 

(4) One of the most effective and established methods of rural uplift pro- 
paganda in the districts is through mass meetings. It is proposed to provide 
30 loud speakers with dry cell batteries, 30 gramophones and 30 sets of musical 
records for use with the loud-spealcers. It is proposed to use this grant to meet 
the initial cost and the recurring cost for one year. 

(5) It is proposed to establish a rural broad-casting service in Midnapore 
district with a medium-wave transmitter installed in the Midnapore Court 
building. From this will be served 50 receiving sets installed in different parts 
of the district. The transmitter will be used for broadcasting the amusements 
programme from the Calcutta Broadcasting Station, and also to broadcast 
from Midnapore m the local dialect news, instructions and propaganda talks 
of the Idnd required by the people of the district and in the form likely to appeal 
to them. The station will be worked for the 6 months of the year during which 
the reception of the programme can be guaranteed to be satisfactory. The 
scheme will be worked for 2 years, at the end of which it is hoped to establish 
it on a business footing. 

(6) The Government of Bengal have been considering a scheme estimated to 
cost Rs. 1-| lakhs for establishing jute-marketing and paddy-marketing 
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societies. There is a general desire for some scheme for the improved market- 
ing ofagricultural products in Bengal, blit past experience has indicated the need 
for caution. The Local Government therefore intend to use Rs. 50,000 of this 
grant for opening one jute-marketing and one paddy-marketing society by 
way of further experiment, A special officer will be attached to the Agricul- 
ture and Industries Department of the Local Government to work out the 
scheme. 

(7) A prolific supply of cocoanuts is available in the deltaic districts of Bengal 
the fibre of which is at present used only for fuel. But there is the prospect 
of its being put to a more remunerative use as string, rope, matting, tatties, 
etc. The articles of these kinds at present sold in the bazars of Bengal come 
mostly from Southern India. An experimental coix-making and spinning 
demonstration party was created in November, 1934, which showed that there 
is a reasonable prospect of developing a local industry. It is therefore proposed 
to organise 4 demonstration parties with suitable equipment, to tour the deltaic 
areas and demonstrate the method of turning cocoanut fibre to economic use. 
The sum which the Local Government propose to utilise for this purpose will 
enable this experiment to be conducted for 3 years. 

(8) The Local Government propose that halfthis sum of Rs. 3| lakhs, should 
go towards the establishment of Union Board dispensaries, and the other half 
towards the improvement of rural water-supply. But if local opinion in any 
district does not favour dispensaries, any amount which is made available 
thereby will be diverted from dispensaries to water-supply in that district. A 
cheap form of dispensary with brick walls and corrugated iron roof will be erected, 
provided with a tube well if required. No such dispensary will be opened 
unless there is a definite assurance that the recurring expenditure involved 
will be forthcoming from local sources. 

In the distribution of the money available for improved water-supply 
those areas in which cholera is endemic will be given preference. Money will 
be allotted to specific projects by the District Officers in consultation with the 
Chairmen of District Boards. 

(9) It is proposed to attach a farm, dairy or workshop to selected schools in 
the provmce so as to provide a vocational or rural bias and keep the schools 
in touch with the rural population. This will be the first step in the Govern- 
ment of Bengal’s new policy of introducing a rural bias in education. 

The Local Government also propose to establish village halls, with small 
libraries ^ attached, in certain selected villages to form the centres of village 
life. It is also proposed to construct and equip village play grounds in con- 
nection with and m close proximity to the village halls. It is also proposed 
to acquire and prepare playgrounds for selected schools, particularly girls’ 
schools, many of which have at present no playground or open space attached 
to them. 

It is hoped to establish a village hall and playground in each sub-division. 
The Local Government have been asked to consider whether some economy 
could not be effected by utilising the school building itself for the purpose 
of a village hall and library. ^ 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


501 


(10) A sum of Rs. 20,000 is to be spent on approved scheraes for the 
promotion of the Boy Scouts and similar movements. 

(11) Money will only be spent on minor drainage and flushing schemes 
examined and approved by the Local Government's technical experts. In 
selectmg projects the following principles will be observed as far as possible : 

(а) that the expenditure is calculated to effect a permanent improve- 

ment, 

(б) that the schemes are schemes which are really wanted by the people 

themselves, 

(c) that money will be available locally for maintenance if required. 

(12) This sum will be expended on water-supply, drainage (sanitary and 
agricultural), and communications (including wooden bridges). 

(13) The balance of the grant will be used to augment the discretionary 
grants of Commissioners of Divisions and District Officers, who will be 
instructed that these additional sums are to be spent only on supplementary 
projects within the intention of this grant. 


United Provinces. 


Rs. 


(1) Main Scheme 

o 

o 

o 

(2) Agricultural schemes 

.. 3,28,000 

(3) Pubhc Health and medical relief schemes 

.. 3,16,000 

(4) Industrial schemes 

70,000 

(5) Publicity and propaganda schemes . . 

36,000 

(6) Kumaun district . . 

50,000^ 

15,00,000 


(1) The Main Scheme ” referred to is the Local Government’s scheme 
of rural development, the object of which is to promote the spirit of self help 
in the villages. To this end the Local Government propose to employ for about 
two years a special staff consisting of : 

(^) at least six organisers in each one of the 45 districts (the three hill 
districts of Kumaun being excluded) ; 

(ii) one inspector in each district to guide and supervise the work of 
the organisers. 

Each organiser will work more or less on the lines on which the Village Guides” 
work in connection with the co-operative movement. It is expected that he 
will be able to look after about 12 villages ; but this nungber may later on be 
increased. The organisers as well as inspectors will, before appointment, 
undergo special training in sanitation and hygiene, agricultural practice and 
co-operative methods. This special staff will be under the control of the 
District Oflhcer. There will be district rural development associations with 
consultative functions. For the execution of minor local works of public 
utility a sum of at least Rs. 5,000 (on the average) will be placed at the disposal 
of each of the 45 District Officers. 
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For tlie initial two years the cost oi the stall and the district allotments, 
together with a small reserve for iinforeseen opportunities, is estimated to 
amount to Rs. 9 lakhs. Out of this the Local Government propose to provide 
Es. 2 lakhs, which will be utilised towards the cost of the staff. The balance, 
viz., Es. 7 lakhs, will be debited to the Central Government’s grant. 

(2) It is proposed to spend Rs. 1,20,000 in making grants -in-aid, up to 
one-third in each case, towards the cost of sinking tubes in existing wells. 
3,000 such borings will be carried out over a period of two years in areas un- 
served by canals or tube wells. An extra sum of Rs. 18,000 is added to pro* 
vide guarantees against cases of failure, 

A sum of Rs. 79,000 will be spent in constructing embankments to prevent 
soil erosion and to retain moisture, particularly in the eastern districts. For 
the construction of these embankments a tractor will be purchased which 
at other times of the year will be utilised for the eradication of kans grass 
It is also hoped to excavate 250 temporary reservoirs, towards which Gov- 
ernment will contribute up to one-third of the cost, subject to a maximum of 
Rs. 300 in each case. 

To develop the culture of fruit in the Province, grafts, plants and seed 
will be supplied to villages included in the Main Scheme A fruit chow- 
dhuri will he employed in each district. The total cost of these measures will 
amount to Rs. 20,000. 

Rs. 80,000 will be spent partly in buying up inferior seed in the villages 
and replacing it by good seed supplied by the Agricultural Department, and 
partly in improving the system of distribution of departmental seed. This 
will involve the subsidizing of privately managed seed stores and also, if neces- 
sary, of developing the system of seed multiplication. 

Rs. 3,000 will be utilized in the establishment ofpoultry farms at Jaleswar 
and Etawah, and Rs. 8,000 on ''goat improvement” by the maintenance 
and distribution of suitable bucks. 

(3) The Local Government propose to establish nine health units, each 
of which will cover a compact and exclusively rural area of about 50 villages 
with a population of about 30,000 at an estimated cost of Rs. 11,000 a year. 
They propose also to introduce a scheme (estimated to cost Rs. 2,640 per unit 
per year) for medical relief in conjunction with these health units, and also 
a scheme estimated to cost Rs. 36,000 a year for the supply of village medicine 
chests in villages included in the Main Scheme. 

The total estimated cost duxmg the initial two years is Rs. 3,16,000. 

(4) The Local Government consider that the development of marketing 
is one of the most promising lines for giving help to village industries. With 
this object a sum of Rs. 8,000 will be set apart for the existing Government 
Emporium of Arts and Crafts at Lucknow to cover the initial outlay on pre- 
paring catalogues, price lists, samples, etc., and as insurance against the risk 
of possible losses from the marketing of products of village industry. It is 
also proposed to subsidise local retail shops to induce them to sell articles of 
local manufacture, the annual subsidy being Rs, 50 each. It is proposed 
to establish co-operative arrangements for the marketing of gh in the five 
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A hundred sets of double-sided records pertaining to rural uplift will also 
be prepared at a cost of Rs. 6,000. ^ 

(6) The “Main Scheme” will not he applied to the 
prised in the Kumaun Division. It is, however, proposed to spend Es. 50,000 
for its benefit, and suitable schemes are under preparation. 


Punjab. 


(1) Consolidation of holdings 

(2) Sanitary improvements m 31 villages m Gnjrat district . . 

(3) Bore-hole latrmes in Shakargarh tashil of Gurgaon district 

(4) Water-supply schemes 
16) Serum cellars 

(6) Reconstruction of veterinary hospitals in Rohtak district 

(7) Construction of 10 veterinary hospitals 

(8) Broadcasting scheme 

(9) Tanning scheme 

(10) Fruit growmg 

( 11 ) Well-boring 

(12) Cinema films and loud-speakeis 

(13) Sheep development . . 

(14) District Officers’ discretionary grants . . 

Total 


Bs. 

.. 1,04,000 

9.000 

10.000 
.. 2,25,000 

20,000 
12,000 
60,000 
. . 48,000 

. . 76,000 

62,000 
60,000 

59.000 

16.000 
. . 1 , 00,000 

.. 8,60,000 


(1) It is universally adnutted that no measure can confer 

on m the Punjab t W P-t htoough 

at present progressing in 11 distil s tiurnose under the guidance 

now proposed to employ a speoidi ^ wbicli 

sub-inspectors in order to expedite e prog . ^ ^ ^ ^ employ 

may be collected from mmirdars who are benefited wiu 

additional stafi. 
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(2) These improvements will consist in the provision of snllage drains^ 
pavements of dry brick on edge, hand-pumps, repairs and roofing of percolation 
wells, etc. The villages have been selected in consultation with the district 
officers. One-third of the cost will be debited to this grant, one-third to the 
district boards, and one-third to the Islah-o-Tamqqi committees of the 
villages. 

(3) The Shakargarh tashil in Gnrgaon district is mfected with hook- 
worm disease. The construction of bore-hole latrines is intended to prove to 
the people their advantage in preventing re-infection from the soil. The 
money will be spent in purchasing augers and squatting seats. The further 
expenditure involved will be met by the district board. 

(4) The water-supply schemes will provide a protected supply of drink- 
ing water in selected villages in Kangra, Shahpur, Mianwali, Dera Ghazi Khan 
and Jhelum districts, where it is particularly required. 

(6) 100 serum cellars will be constructed at suitable centres so as to facili- 
tate the prompt despatch of sera and vaccines on the occasion of outbreaks 
of cattle disease. The recurring expenditure involved will be met by the district 
boards. 

(6) Great damage was done to the veterinary bmldmgs in Rohtak district 
by floods in 1933, and the district board cannot afford to restore them. 
This will now be done at the expense of this grant. 

(7) 10 new veterinary hospitals will be constructed on a standard plan in 
the areas covered by the Dhanni and Hariana cattle-breeding schemes, where 
the district boards are too poor to afford the cost. The boards wiU, however, 
be liable for the recurring expenditure. 

(8) For the instruction and entertainment of the people of the districts 
nearest to the Delhi Broadcasting Station, namely, Rohtak, Karnal and Gur- 
gaon, it IS proposed to instal 40 receiver sets and maintain them for two years. 
Arrangements will be made in consultation with the Government of India to 
broadcast suitable programmes from Delhi to the villages, under the control of 
the Commissioner of Rural Reconstruction. 

(9) The Punjab is one of the principal centres in India for the export of 
goat skins and has practically a monopoly of the export of lamb skins. Ap- 
proximately 8 per cent, only of the skins exported are tanned in the Punjab. 
Punjab hides also are of good quality and there is a local supply of tanning 
material It is proposed to create a central tanning institute for research and 
demonstration, with two travelling demonstration parties. 

(10) Rs. 47,000 will be spent in producing and distributing reliable fruit 
nitrse^ plants at cheap rates and on a large scale, and Rs. 16,000 on installing 
a fruit preservation plant on a semi-commercial scale for experimental and 
demonstration purposes. To achieve the former object existing nurseries 
will be extended and new nnrseries opened : after two years the scheme should 
be self-supporting. The other part of the grant wiU be spent in opening a 
small canning plant at LyaUpur, which is regarded as of primary importance 
to the Punjab fruit industry. It is hoped that after the first year the recurring 
expenses of this factory will be covered by the receipts. 
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(11) Experience in the Province has shown that the boring of wells in- 
creases their yield by anything np to 300 per cent. In addition to the cost of 
the pipes and strainers left in the weUs after boring, Government at present 
charge 12 annas a foot for all bores, whether successful or not. In order to 
assist and encourage the pubhc in this direction, they now propose to remit 
the charge of 12 annas a foot for 2 years. The cost is estimated atEs. 50,000. 

(12) Cinema shows are extremely popular and useful in the Punjab and 
the public are prepared to pay for attending them. The local Government 
already possess two touring outfits ; three more are required to provide one 
for each Division and another as a reserve. In addition, more and better 
films are required for instructional purposes : it is proposed to spend Rs. 36,000 
on films of this kind, and Rs. 4,000 on films for entertainment. Two loud- 
speaker sets will also be provided. 

(13) The sheep development scheme will be confined to the 6 districts of 
the Multan Division. The unit of the scheme will be the flock consisting of 
1 ram and 50 ewes. Breeders at selected centres will be provided with one or 
more such units as the lessees of Government on the understanding that they 
will carry out the instructions of the Civil Veterinary department, keep no 
mature rams in their flock unless approved by the department, and only dispose 
of their surplus animals at prices fixed by the department. 

(14) The District Officers’ discretionary grants will be used for carrying 
out petty works of local improvement. 


Burma, 




Rs. 

Rural development centres 

. . 

. . 3,35,000 

Deputy Commissioners’ discretionary grants 

.. 

60,000 

Anti-malarial measures 

.. 

. . 1,15,000 


Total . . 

. . 6,00,000 


(1) The object of the scheme for rural development centres is partly the 
formation of model village groups from which it is hoped that the idea of rural 
uplift will gradually spread to surrounding areas, and partly to furnish a means 
by which each department can experiment in intensive development. It is 
proposed that four rural development centres should be opened in different 
parts of Burma. Each centre will comprise a typical group of villages with an 
area of probably 30 square miles, but varying according to density of popula- 
tion. W ithin this unit expenditure will be incurred in four principal directions. 

(i) Public Health.— Thexe will be a dispensary and health centre. Steps 
will be taken to improve the record of vital statistics, investigation and control 
of diseases, sanitation, and propaganda and to introduce maternity and child 
welfare clinics. 

(ii) i/dwca^ion.—School buildings will be increased and improved. Prob 
ably 6 primary schools and one central school with a High department will be 
required. Compulsory education will be introduced if possible, and special 
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attention will be paid to the possibilities of tecliiiical education. Playing 
fields will be provided and also a library . 

(Hi) Agnmdtme,-- A. f&itm school v^ill be establisbecl if there is not one 
already in the vicinity, and short courses will be given in practical agi'ieultiire 
to sons of cultivators with special reference to the improvcnients ejlected by 
the Agricultural Department, There will also be a special Agrieriltural Assist- 
ant who will conduct an intensive campaign within the centre in order to 
demonstrate agricultural improvements, and attempts will also be made to 
improve the marketing of crops. 

(iv) Veterinary, --InGTesised facilities will be provided for inoculation, etc. 

General work, such as improvement of tanks, wells, roads, etc., will also be 
undertaken in each unit. It is intended to use the assistance of the Co-opera- 
tive Department and various non-ofS.cial agencies. 

It is hoped that as the experiment proceeds, the need for supervision and 
the cost will decrease, and that eventually the control of the units will be taken 
over by the local bodies. Until then the estimate of expenditure assumes that 
the work will continue for 4 years. 

Each centre will be under the control of an Executive Officer who will be 
advised by a local committee consisting of officials and non-officials. 

(2) The sum set aside for Deputy Commissioners’ discretionary grants will 
be utilised for the improvement of village wells and tanks, for roads and small 
bridges, for improving village schools and assistmg village libraries, for provid- 
ing recreation groimds or equipment, for assisting poor communities to start 
boy scouts or girl guides associations, and to encourage rural industries. 

(3) The sum provided for anti-malarial measures will be expended on the 
extensive issue of cinchona febrifuge over a period of 5 years, and on the general 
free issue of quinine in schools in areas where malaria is endemic. Larvae eating 
fish wdll also be bred at certain centres near the malarial areas. 


Bihar and Orissa. 


(1) Village communications 

Rs. 

6,00,000 

(2) Rural water-supply 

5,00,000 

(3) Schemes for draining chaura and desilting tanks in North 
Bihar . . 

1,00,000 

(4) Village welfare 

50,000 


12,50,000 


(1) The improvement of village communications is one of the most urgent 
needs of the province, particularly in order that the cultivator may be able to 
dispose of his crops more easily and profitably. It is therefore proposed to 
spend Es. 6 lakhs on the making or improving of cart tracks which will connect 
lie villages with main roads and so with markets and railways. It is also 
hoped that this expenditure will further increase the utility of the marketing 
officers recently appointed by the Local Government. The intention is 
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that the work should be carried out under the direct control of the District 
and Sub-divisional Officers, who will invoke the assistance of the leading men 
in the area where any particular project is undertaken and get them to make 
themselves responsible for the actual supervision of the work. The villagers 
theiiiseives will be encouraged to co-operate by making free gifts of the land re- 
quired for these village roads and by providing labour free or on reduced wages. 
Preference will in all cases be given to schemes where practical co-operation of 
this sort is forthcoming. 

(2) The need for improved rural water-supply is universally recognised. 
More wells and more village irrigation dams are required. This work will be 
carried out on the same hues as the projects for the improvement of village 
communications, and special attention will be paid to the needs of the depressed 
classes. 

(3) The necessity for draining certain of the chaurs in North Bihar has 
frequently been pressed on the Local Government for years past. The present 
is a suitable opportunity to imdertake some of the more promising of these 
schemes through the agency of the Irrigation Department. Part of this pro- 
vision will also be used for desilting tanks m North Bihar ; the expenditure in- 
curred in desilting tanks in other parts of the Province will be met from the 
allotment for rural water supply. 

The choice of the actual schemes to be carried out under heads (1), (2) and 
(3) will rest with the District Officers after canvassing the views of the local 
public. 

(4) A sum of Es. 50,000 will be placed at the disposal of the Hoffible Educa- 
tion Minister for experimental village-welfare schemes. These schemes will 
not involve any recurring commitments, but they will aim at setting up village 
organisations which will be capable of self-development in future if the experi- 
ments meet with success. The programme of work which these village organi- 
sations will set before themselves will include the introduction of improved 
methods of agriculture, the encouragement of cottage industries, the improve- 
ment of village samtation, the provision of good drinking water, etc. 


Central Provinces, 



Rs. 

(1) Rural water supply , . 

. . 1,20,000 

(2) District Officers’ discretionary grants 

. , 1,00,000 

(3) Welfare of aboriginal tribes in scheduled districts 

40,000 

(4) Dispensary buildings in villages 

15,000 

(5) Experiments in poultry farming 

10,000 

(6) Better bulls for District Councils 

30,000 

(7) Farm in Mandla district 

30,000 

(8) 5 additional debt conciliation boards 

. . 1,00,000 

(9) Cinemas on lorries for demonstration work 

20,000 

(10) 2 tractors for use mSaugor district 

15,000 

(11) Storage accommodation for cultivators’ produce .. 

20,000 

Total 

. . 6,00,000 
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(1) The Local Government report that there is a constant demand for 
assistance in the provision of proper water-supply in villages^ especially in 
certain tracts of Berar, and that the amount which could be spent for this 
purpose is almost unlimited. 

(2) The discretionary grants placed at District Officers’ disposal are 
for small works of village utility, the carrying out of which will greatly add to 
the amenities of rural life. Instances of the kind of works contemplated by 
the Local Government are the construction of small culverts over bad nala 
crossings, repairs to village tanks and wells, construction of fair weather roads 
and building of village rest houses. 

(3) The grant for the welfare of aboriginal tribes will be devoted to the 
development of certain areas inhabited by backward and aboriginal tribes with 
special reference to improved water-supply and educational and medical 
facilities. 

(4) 27 cheap plan dispensaries have already been established and a 
number of schemes are still pending on account of financial stringency. The 
policy of the Local Government is to give a non-recurring grant equal to half 
the estimated cost of the dispensary building and to provide an Assistant 
Medical Officer and a small contribution towards maintenance. The balance of 
the cost of the buildings and of the recurring charges is met locally. The sum 
provided will enable more institutions of this kind to be opened. 

(5) A scheme has been prepared by the Department of Agriculture for the 
distribution, free of cost, of pure bred cockerels from Government farms, and the 
grant proposed is to bring this scheme into effect. It is hoped that particularly 
in the neighbourhood of large towns an industry subsidiary to agriculture will 
spring up which will add considerably to the village income. 

(6j It IS proposed to supply a better class of bull free of cost to the District 
Councils for breeding purposes. The Councils will be required to keep the 
animals suitably fed and in good condition. 

(7) Large quantities of seed are imported every year into Mandla district. 
The provision of Rs. 30,000 will cover the non-recurrmg and recurring expendi- 
ture for one year of a seed farm in that district. Thereafter the Local Govern- 
ment will assume responsibility. The scheme was approved by the Board of 
Agriculture in 1923, but the Local Government have never been able to give 
effect to it, 

(8) A Debt Conciliation Act was passed m this Province m 1933, and the 
first two debt conciliation boards were established in July, 1933. The Act 
provides for the conciliation of accumulated debts by a debt conciliation board 
by means of mutual agreement between debtors and creditors. So far six 
boards have been at work, and four more are being added during the current 
year. But for the financial difficulty more boards would have been established. 
The six boards already at work have reduced a total debt of Rs. 63*57 lakhs 
to Rs. 36 '38 lakhs. 27 to 55 percent of the original debts has been remitted. 
Easy instalments, worked out according to the paying capacity of the debtor 
Btkd generally not exceeding the amount of the aimual rent payable by him, 
have been fixed for the reduced debt. The entire debt is to be repaid in such 
instalments in periods of 10 to 12 years. The area of operations of a board 
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generally covers one or two tahsils, and it is e:^ected to complete its work in 
about 2 years. The annual cost of each board is Rs. 10,000. The cost of one 
board thus comes to Rs. 20,000. 

(9) A lorry and cinema outfit for demonstration purposes was purchased 
in 1928-29 and the demonstrations given by it have been much appreciated by 
the public. It is proposed with this grant to purchase three more lorries. 
These lorries will be accompanied by officers of the Agricultural Department 
and they will also be used by other departments which are concerned with 
village uplift. 

(10) It is proposed to provide tractors for ploughing up land which has 
been thrown out of cultivation by the growth of leans grass. The land will be 
ploughed at cost price so that the cultivators may get the benefit of the gift of 
the tractors feom the Government of India. 

(11) It is proposed to construct godowns in market towns where culti- 
vators can store then produce temporarily when they are faced with the neces- 
sity of disposing of it at disadvantageous rates. One or two experimental 
godowns will be constructed in the first place. No recurring expenditure is 
anticipated. 


Assam. 

(!) Eural water-supply 

(2) Village roads 

(3) Discretionary grants to Divisional Commissioners . . 

(4) Village sanitation 

(5) Purchase of pumps for irrigating boro paddy lands 

Total 


(1) The improvement of the rural water-supply in Assam is a crying need 
which has been urged again and again in the local Legislative Council. This 
is a particularly suitable opportunity for effecting improvements in this direc- 
tion for which it has hitherto been impossible to find funds. It is proposed to 
si-nk wells or (if this proves absolutely necessary owing to the failure of wells) 
to dig tanks as may be dictated by local conditions. The money will be allot- 
ted by the Local Government on conditions approved by the Public Health De- 
partment. The recommendations of the District Officers will be made after 
consultation with ad hoc committees constituted in each sub-division. This 
arrangement will be adopted in connection with village roads and village 
sanitation also. 

(2) The sum allotted for village roads will be distributed by the Divisional 
Commissioners after consultation with District Officers and local boards. 
The allotment of money will be conditional on the local boards concerned 
undertaking to maintain the roads on completion at their own cost. 

(3) The discretionary grants will be administered by the Divisional Com- 
missioners for purposes of public utility and works of petty local improve- 
ment. 


Rs. 

. . 3 , 00,000 
. . 1 , 00,000 
. . 40,000 

. . 40,000 

20,000 

.. 5 , 00,000 
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(4) The provision for village sanitation will be given out in the form of 
grante by Commissioners to village authorities or other suitable agencies. 

(5) In certain low-lying areas of the Surma valley the aman or long stem- 
med paddy crop has proved very insecure in recent years owing to recurring 
floods, and it is expected that the condition of the people will be much improved 
if they are enabled to grow another (spring) variety of long stemmed paddy, 
called boro, which can be harvested before the flood season. The Agricultural 
Department has been working on this problem and experiments have shown 
that one portable pump can irrigate 800 bighas in a month. It is proposed 
to purchase 10 portable pumps for use in this valley. Experiments with a 
pump will also be made in suitable areas of the Assam valley. They will be 
worked under the charge of an Inspector. After the crop has been harvested, 
it is intended that IJ maunds of paddy per bigha should be recovered as hire 
for the use of the pump. 


North-West Frontier Province. 


(1) Drinking water supply 

Rs. 

. . 1,20,000 

(2) Discretionary grants to Deputy Commissioners 

. . 90,000 

(3) Village roads 

10,000 

(4) Anti-malarial measures including purchase of quinine 

15,000 

(5) School farms . . 

10,000 

(6) Marketing facilities for local industries 

3,000 

(7) Damming of torrents in D. I, Khan District 

10.000 

(8) Head works on the Bara Biver in Peshawar District 

5,000 

(9) Industrial shop 

7,000 

(10) Other miscellaneous schemes 

. . 30,000 

Total 

.. 3,00,000 


(1) In certain parts ofthe province drinking water has to be fetched during 
the hot season from as far as twelve miles away, and the necessity for improve- 
ment in this respect is continually being pressed upon Government. The dffi- 
culty is particularly acute between Dera Ismail Khan and Tank, in the sandy 
Marwat tract in Bannu, in the Khattak country of Kohat District and at 
Mansehra in the Hazara District. 

(2) Of the District Officers’ discretionary grants a part will be earmarked 
for expenditure on schools, and the balance will be spent on providing materials 
for minor schemes, such as culverts and embankments, for which the villagers 
themselves are prepared to provide the labour. It has been decided to allot 
Es. 15,000 to each district and Mardan sub-division. 

(3) This amount will be spent in small sums, distributed as widely as 
possible throughout the districts on small improvements to existing roads and 
construction of short tracks to connect villages with main roads. It is intended 
that this money should be spent on materials only and that labour should be 
obtained from the villages concerned. 
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^4^ This sum will be earmarked for tbe purchase of quiniue and cinchona 
febrifuge for distribution among the rural population through hospitals and 
travelling dispensaries throughout the province. 

With the sum of Es. 10,000 provided for school farms, it is proposed to 

results in the adjoining province of the Punjab. 

(6) For the improvement of marketing it is proposed ^ 
nan2 at selected places and to encourage the exhibition of locaUy made 

The irrigation scheme in Dera Ismail Khan District is intended to con- 
trol flow oXd watTn certain hill streams which is at present unmanage- 
able though of vital ^a ^“01 the purpose of assisting the 

viUafeLl^ocrdi^^^^^^ 

(l\To encourage and develop minor industries of the province 

(blanket making, enTbroidery, J’Cant^inti^^^^ orga- 

retail shop has been opened in the . , , best markets m 

ni,ataonwmcombthepro™ce to .mUhlew»,hM^ 

till the Government of India have accorded approval. 


Coorg. 


(1) Water supply 

(2) Cattle breeding • • 

(3) Discretionary grants 

Total • • 


Bb 

32,600 

2,600 

16,000 

60,000 


: 1) Ofthepro™nt<nwamr snpply^Bs^l|»^^^^«^^ 

S’itn ae‘"e.J”S tttm^g the trells -01 he met hy sabseriptionB 
will be spent P^^ 

Es. 6,700 wiU be spent on ° ^ lOolcres o/wet cdtivsition. 

Each of thbSb cMilnels is dfesigned to ittigate over 100 acres 

The villagers will Sdpply free labour. ^ 

LISTLAD 
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(2) TKe provision for cattle breeding will be spent in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Animal Husbandry Expert of the Imperial Council 
of Agricultural Eesearch. 

' (3) The discretionary grant of Es. 16,000 will be at the disposal of the Com- 

missioner, and is intended for improving village communications, for anti* 
malarial work and improvements in village sanitation, as well as for assistance 
to certain occupations subsidiary to agriculture. 


Delhi. 


(1) Wells (a) repairs 

(&) new 

(2) Ee-modelling village . . 

(3) Eoads and communications 

(4) Deputy Commissioner’s reserve , 


Rs. 

24.000 
8,000 

3.000 

10.000 

5.000 


Total . . 50,000 


(1) A survey of wells throughout the rural area administered by the Chief 
Commissioner of Delhi has been carried out by oj0S.cers of the Public Health 
Department. In order to ensure the supply of drinking water, wells which have 
fallen into disrepair will be repaired and new wells wiU be constructed where 
they are urgently required. 

(2) The Assistant Director of Public Health has prepared a scheme for 
re-modelling a small village by the main Delhi-Najafgarh Eoad. It is hoped 
to make this village a valuable object-lesson to the public. 

(3) It is proposed to repair certain hutcha roads which are important 
arteries of communication in the rural area and which have fallen into such 
serious disrepair that they are at present of little use. 

(4) Es. 5,000 will be placed at the disposal of the Deputy Commissioner 
who during his cold weather tour wdl distribute this sum in supplying urgent 
necessities in the villages. 


Ajmer-Merwara. 

Rs. 

(1) Improvement of village roads and construction of small 23,000 

bridges and culverts. 

(2) Propaganda for improvement of agriculture . . . . 23,000 

(3) Im provement of live-stock .. .. ,, 1,000 

(4) Discretionary grant at the disposal of the Commissioner 3,000 

Total .. 50,000 


(1) Ks. 23,000 will be spent on improving 97 miles of tbe more important 
village cart tracks, so as to convert them into ordinary fairweather roads. 
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(2) For the purpose of agricultural propaganda 3 Agricultural Assistants 
with 3 demonstrators will be appointed, one for each of the 3 sub-divisions. 
The function of this staff will be to give practical demonstrations in the culti- 
vators' fields of improved methods of cultivation, and to supervise the distribu- 
tion of good seed from seed depots to be opened for the purpose. 

(3) 20 bulls will be purchased and maintained at different places in the 
district under the control of the veterinary staff of the district board. 

(4) Es. 3,000 will be placed at the disposal of the Commissioner for petty 
works of local improvement. 


Prof. N. Cr. Eanga : Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact 
that in the Madras Mad a report has appeared that the Chief Minister 
of Madras 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I know what is coming ; there 
IS a qu^^stion down about that. I made inquiries from the Madras 
Government and received a most categorical denial of the truth of that 
report. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if the statement placed on 
the table shows for what purpose the money has been raised ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Certainly, but the Honourable 
Member can get the statement in two minutes or at any rate In the next 
half hour, and he will be able to satisfy the whole of his curiosity, I 
hope. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : With reference to clause (d) of the question, 
may I know the reason why Government did not ask the Local Gov- 
ernments to seek the co-ordination of the Congress Village Industries 
Association ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : For several reasons : partly 
because they did not think it was necessary, and partly because they 
did not wish to interfere unduly with the discretion of the Local 
Governments 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Have Government watched the working of this 
Association, and have they any reasons to believe that such co-ordina- 
llon wall be undesirable or unnecessary 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : To be quite honest with the 
Honoiir«abie Member, the information in the possession of Government 
about the A^a>rking of this Association is of an extremely sketchy 
eharaelcr 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government put any ban against the 
L{;cal Governments inviting or utilising their co-operation % 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : No, Sir ; the Government of 
India have been completely passive in the matter. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answers to clauses (a) 
and (6), ha^e all these schemes been examined by the Finance Member 
in the light of the tests laid down by him, I think in his Budget speech, 
as to the manner in which this money should be spent, and is he satisfied 
that these schemes are all in conformity with those tests ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Yes, Sir. 

L187nAI) C2 
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Prof N G. Ranga : Have Government considered the advisability 
of setting apart a part of this one crore of rupees for the working of 
new ■village post offices % 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : No, Sir ; I think I undertook 

to consider that independently in connection with the general biKigct, 
hnt not in connection with this grant. 

Losses causeb to Go'veenment in the Quetta Baethquake. 

^'Seth Haji Ahdoola Haroon : (a) Will (x-oveniinont be ideased 
to lay on the table a statement showing separately the approximate ngtires 
of losses caused to Government, military and civil buildings in the recent 
Quetta earthquake disaster ? 

(ft) Will Government be pleased to state wha"! approximate amount 
of expenditure they will have to incur if they re-build the Quetta milit.ary 
and civil buildings % 

Mt. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) The approximate book value of the 
Government bnildings destroyed or damaged by the earthquake is as 


follows : 

Rs. 

Army 

2,| crores. 

Railw'ays 

25i lakhs. 

Posts and Telegraphs . . 

Other civil departments (including municipal 

3 lakhs. 

buildings) 

70 lakhs. 


(6) The present estimate of the cost of reconstruction, which must 
necessarily be extremely rough, is between seven and eight crores. 

Casualties in the Quetta Eaethquake. 

164. Haji Abdoola Haroon : Will Government ^ be pleased 

to state how many persons died and how many were injured in -the 
Quetta earthquake, giving, separately, the approximate number of Mili- 
tary, Royal Air Force and civil and railway employees ? 

Mr, G, R. F, Tottenham : I lay a statement on the table, giving, so 
far as possible, the figures of casualties among officials and their 
families. 

Statement showing the number of persons Tcilledr and injured in the Quetta Sarthqual^e 
amongst Military, Eoyal Air Force, and civil and radway employees. 


Kdled. Injured. 

(i) Military (ineludiJlg fainilie^) . . . - 447 127 

(u) Eoyal Air Eotce (mcludilig families) . . 120 132 

(iii) Civil Department (in some cases families 

have not been incltided) . . . . 948 362 

(iv) Eailway employees (including families) . . 975 813 


. . 2,490 1,434 


Total 
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Re-Building oe Quetta. 

16d. ‘‘"Setli Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Will Govej’Enieut be pleased 
to aiciie vlieilier it is tlicir intention to re-bnild Hie eity o£ Quetta s 

(h) If tiie reply to part (a) above be m the affirmative, do Gov- 
enimcat propose not to impest large amounts m re-building Qaetta, and 
to traiisfei’ the Western Command of Quetta to Ivarachi or some snob 
other phiee, in view of the speedy means of eommumeation and trans- 
portation by Railway, road, and air, nowadays ready at hand for eases 
of eniergimey ? 

Mr. 6. E. F Tottenham : {a) and (b) The Honourable Member’s 
attention is invited to Chapter VIII of the pamphlet The Quetta Earth- 
quake, 1935 copies of wliieli were sent to all Members of the House 
on the 29th August, 1933. 

The whole matter is still under consideration 

Losses to Civil Population in Quetta. 

166. ^Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : "Will Government be pleased 
to state the approximate amount of losses to civil population and their 
movable and immovable properties in Quetta 

Mr. J. 6. Acheson : The Honourable Member is referred to Chapters 
I and II of the Pamplilet The Quetta Earthquake, 1935 ”, a copy of 
which has been sent to him. It is not possible at present to give even 
an approximate estimate of the amount of the losses to the cml popula- 
tion of Quetta. But some idea of the magnitude of the losses can be 
gained from the fact that approximately 15,000 shops and houses were 
destroyed or badly damaged. 

Casualties in the Suburbs op Quetta. 

167. Haji Abdoola Haroon ; (a) Will Govermaeut be pleased 
to state the approximate number of casualties in the suburbs of Quetta 
in Brilish Baluchistan f 

(5) What was the : 

(i) number of casualties, both dead and injured ; 

(w) approximate amount of losses to Government and railway pro- 
perties ; and 

(Hi) rlie approximate amount of losses to civil population ? 

Mr. G. E. P Tottenham : (a) and (6) M The Honourable Member’s 
attention is invited to pages 1, 8 and 16 of the pamphlet The Quetta 
Earthquake, 1935 ”, a copy of which was sent to him on the 29th August, 
1935, He will, however, realise that it is impossible as yet to give 
accurate figures of Aqaths among the civil population. 

(b) (h) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited tO) 
the reply I gave to part (a) of his question No. 163, 

(6) (in) It is impossible even to hazard a guess. 

Losses in Tribal Areas in Baluchistan due to Earthquake. 

168. *?etli Haji Abdoola Haroon : Will Government be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing detailed particulars of losses expe- 
rienced 311 tribal areas in Baluchistan ? 
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Mr>. J. 6. Acheson : There were no losses in the tribal areas in 
Baluehistan. 

Certain Facilities provided in Quetta aeter the Earthquake. 

169. ’^Setli Haji Abdoola Haroon : Will Govermacnt be pleased 
to state what provisions for medical aid, supplying of food, water and 
clothes and other available resources, were provided by Governjuent in 
the following territories after the earthquake catastrophe : 

(i) Suburbs of Quetta ; and 

(ii) Quetta City ? 

Mr. G. E. F. Tottenham : The Honourable Member ^s attention m 
invited to Chapters HI, IV and V of the pamphlet The Quetta Earth- 
quake, 1935 a copy of which has been sent to all Members of this 
House. 

Applications invited por Posts 'Oe Army Officers from England. 

170 "‘'Mr. M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : ((x) Is it a fact that 
applications have been invited for posts of Army Officers from England ! 

(h) Why is it that no similar applications are called for from 
Indians f 

(g) How’' many posts are vacant, and how many applications have 
been received ? 

(d) Are the posts to be filled up permanently or temporarily ? 

Mr G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) Owing to over-recruitment during the 
war, and under-recruitiuent in the years immediately sneceeding it, it 
recently became necessary, in ordei to make the establishment in each 
rank correct, to eliminate i’roin the Indian Army a large number of senior 
officers and take on a smaller number of less senior officers. It is for 
this latter reason that it was recently decided to revive tiie practice, 
which had been held in abeyance for a few’ yeais, of allowing transfers 
from the British service and invite applications from officers of the 
required seniority. 

(h) Beeanse all the Indian officers of the required seniority are 
already serving in the Indian Army, and there is no other outside source 
from whicli they could be procured. 

(c) The War Office have agreed to permit up to 100 officers to 
volunteer for transfer to the Indian Army. Applications may reach the 
War Office or x\rmy Headquarters, India, up to the 22nd September, 
1935. 

(d) Permanently. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Before this, are there any 
Indian officers who Were taken temporarily to these posts and sent away t 

Mr. 6« R. F. Tottenham : No, Sir : there are no Indian officers taken 
temporarily. All the Indian officers that there are, are already employed 
permanently in the Indian army. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Have all these posts, for which 
applications have been invited in England, been held by British officers 
tin now f 
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Mr* G. R» F. TottcBliarE ; As I explained, we are just getting rid of 
about 400 officers practically all of whom are British officers, and we are 
taking in 100 British officers from the British service to fill up the gaps m 
the lower ranks. 

Selection of Dufferin Cadets fbom the Royal Indian Mabine. 

171. M. Anantlmayanam Ayyangar ; (a) How many of the 
students who have received training in the Ship Dufferin have been 
selected for the Royal Indian Marine Force, year after year, during the 
past seven years, and how many from outside have been appointed in that 
Force f 

(6) What is the principle of selection, and why have not more men 
been selected from among the Dufferin cadets ? 

Mx. G. E. F. Tottenham : (a) Since 1928, 19 Indians have been 
selected for employment in the commissioned ranks of the Royal Indian 
Navy. Of these, six came from the Indian Mercantile Marine Training 
Ship Dufferin. I lay on the table a statement showing the recruit- 
ment year by year. 

(6) The principle of selection is to obtain the best material avail- 
able, but in putting this principle into effect Government have been 
influenced by a knowledge that public opinion in this country attaches 
considerable importance to the retention of the open competitive examina- 
tion. 


Statement shoiang the recruitment since 1928 of Indian commissioned officers in the Royal Indian 

Navy. 



j No. of candidates reennted. 



Year. 

On the results of the 
open and “ Dufferin ” 
examinations. 

1 _ 

As 

direct 

entries 

Total. 

Remarks. 


Open. 

Dufferin. 

1 



1928 



1 

1 


1929 

2 



2 


1930 

1 

r 


I 


1931 


4 

1* 

5 

* Since permitted tf) 
resign his commis- 
sion. 

1932 

4 



4 


1933 

.. 

1 

1 

2 


1934 

3 

1 


4 
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Mr. M. 4na»thasayanam Ayyangar : Besides the six officers who 
were trained on the what are the qualifications of the other 

thirteen ? 

Mr G. R. F. Tottenham : 1 could not possibly give a list of the quali- 
fications of all the men who have joined since 1928. 

Mr, M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Is there any other ship besides 
the Dufferin in which naval training is given to Indians f 

Mr. G. E. P. Tottenham : No, Sir ; nor is naval training given in the 
Dufferin which is a Mercantile Marine training ship. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Besides these six who w^c 
trained on the Duffenn, can the Honourable Member say whether the 
other thirteen had any training at all, either mercantile marine or naval f 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : No, Sir ; neither did the six who were 
t^en from the Dufferin possess any naval training, i.e., training for 
work ip thej Navy. This training they received after passing the 
examination and being sent to England to be trained in the naval dock- 
yards there. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Why were not all of them taken 
from among those who had the same training on the sea ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : I have explained that the idea is to throw 
open to open competition throughout India the officer ranks of the 
Indian navy, and it is quite impossible to afford sea training of any 
kind to all the boys in India. 

REOOMMENDATlOlSrS OF THE HiLTON-YouNG CuERBNCY COMMISSION. 

172. Mr. M, Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) What are the recom- 
mendations of the Hilton- Young Currency Commission, which have been 
given effect to f 

(b) What other recommendations do Government propose adopting 
during the current year ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) and (h). The recommenda- 
tions of the Hilton-Young Currency Commission can be divided into three 
parts : 

(i) a recommendation for the establishment of a gold bullion 

standard ; 

(ii) the establishment of a Central Reserve Bank ; and 

(in) the fixation of the ratio of the rupee to gold at 1-^. 6cl, 

($) ^ and (iu) were put into effect in 1927 but have since been suspended 
While (ii) was put into effect as from Ist January last. 

Mr. ML Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : When they were put into effect 
In 1927, what was the* amount of gold in the reserve f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I cannot say off-hand : if the 
Honourable Member likes to put down a question, I can find it out for 
him, 

^ Mr. M, Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Was any quantity of gold kept 
in the reserve at all f 
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The Honourable Sir James G-rigg : I think the amount of gold iu 
the gold reserve appears in the weekly statement of the K«erve Bank 
I eannot remember off-hand the last figure, but I may say that_ the gold, 
figures m that statement at the old parity, so that it under-estimates or 
under-represents the amount of the gold reserve at current marke 
values. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : Do Government propose to increase their gold 
holdings ’ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is a matter for the Reserve 
Bank now : Government itself is no longer concerned wnh the custody 
of the gold reserves of India. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar ; Why was it suspended in 


1927 ? ■ C7 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : It was not suspended in Vdll. 
but in 1931 when the United Kingdom left the gold standard 

Prof. H. G. Eanga : In view of the increase in counterfeit rupee 

coins. ..... ^ 1 1 4 . 1 . 4 . 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : ReaUy, Sir, I do not think that 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar ; Was it in Pursuance of ftat 
policy that ten crores worth of ^silver were sold away by the Govern- 
ment of India in the year 1930-31 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think if the Honourable Mem- 
ber wLts to discuss silver, he had better put do^vn a question sepa- 
rately : it does not ainse directly out of tms. 


Compilation op Statistics poe Agbicultueal and Industrial Wages. 

173. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyang^ : 

ttiflt both in the Economic Enquiry Committee import and me 
Hmo„.To4.rci,iSon E.porl,, therl is » Sl,sg.rt.a that mto Mm- 
bers should be prepared for wages, agricultural and industrial . 

‘ (b) Have Government been compiling such statistics . If so, foi 

how long ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zatrullah Khan ; (a; Yes. 

(b) No The compilation of such statistics is properly a function 
of Local Governments. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Have the Local Governments 
prepared such statistics regarding wages, agricultural and industrial . 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; I cannot answer 
that question : I do not know. 

• Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Will Government supply us 
information regarding this ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah ^n ; If ^e 

able Member desires that an inquiry should be made ^i^n on 

ments and this information obtained, and if he puts down a question on 
the paper, I shall see if it can be obtained. 
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Prof N. C5'. Banga : Is it not one of the recommendations of the 
Economic Inquiry Committee that there should be a Central Economic 
Enquiry Board established by the Central Government here ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I would require 
notice of that : it does not arise out of this question. 

Ebvision of the Exchahob Ratio. 

174. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Are Government 

av/are that in paragraph 190 of the Hilton-Young Commission Report, 
they state it as an argnment for the fixing of the ratio at I 5 . 6d. that 
India’s foreign trade had not been adversely affected, after 12 months 
of the I 5 . M, ratio till then ? 

(&) Are Government aware that India’s balance of trade since the 
Hillon-Young Commission Report, dwindled from nearly 75 crores to 
nothing % 

(c) Do Government propose to take immediate steps to revise the 
exchange ratio ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) and (&) India’s favour- 
able balance of trade in 1925-26, when the Hilton-Young Commission 
Report was issued, w^as Es. 109,25 lakhs. In the year 1934-35, it was 
Bs. 78,10 lakhs. Obviously the shrinkage in trade is due to world condi- 
tions and not to the ratio. In any ease the ratio in 1925-26 was Is. 
gold whereas it is now Is 6d. sterling which, expressed in terms of gold, 
IS approximately the equivalent of lid. only. 

(c) Quite definitely, No. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Does the balance of trade of 
7(S erores in 1934-35 include export of gold in specie f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Yes. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : To what extent ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I believe about tv^o-thirds. 

Mr. M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : The balance of trade has, 
therefore, gone down to 15 erores t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 15 is wrong : in one year it was 
30 and in another year about 23. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Is it not a fact that in 1924 the 
balance of trade was 115 erores ? 

The Honourahle Sir James Grigg : I am quite prepared to take chat 
from the Honourable Member. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : What steps do the Government of India propose 
to take in order to improve our position in regard to the balance of 
trade 1 

The Honourable Sir James Q-rigg : That is too long a question to be 
•dealt with in answer to a supplementary question. 

Prof. N, a. Ranga : Do Government propose to take any action t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Tes. 
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Monopoly op Supplying Petroleum Products in the Madras Presidency 
held by the Btjbma Oil Company. 

175 *Mr. 0. N. Mutlraranga Mudaliar : (®) tS 

please state whether it is a fact that the .B^^V^drafprSencr’ 
monopoly of supplying petroleum products in the Madras Presiden y 

(h) "Was it at least so for some time after the Great War f 

(o) Is it a fact that liquid fuel is largely needed 
for their pumping plants, wherever there axe no irrigation facilities 

(d) Was liquid fuel being sold in the Madras Presidency at Rs oL 
to Ks 40 per ton before the War ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the price rose to Es. 60 per ton durmg the War 
and to Es. 90 per ton after the War ? 

(f\ fc 0 a fact that Government are allowing a protecti\e duty o 

t.„ ’■Ll! ^ “ to the Oil « 

Indian companies who import foreign oils are assessed y 

annas nine pies ? ’ . 

mally liigli prices for their needs ? 

Ih) Is it not a fact that the Bnma Oil ‘Xmf 

American and Enssian petrolemn products besides the Bn ■ 

The Hononrable Sir James yesteri™’. 

cerns both the Finance and the Commerce Departments jointly. 

(а) No. 

(б) No. 

(0) Yes : if the pumping plants axe worked by oil engines. 

(d) and (e). Government have no precise information as to the 
aale prices of fuel oil at the periods referred to 

if) No The duties in question are revenue duties. 

(p) Government are not aware that the agriculturists axe paynig 

abnormally high prices. „ 

ih) The Burma OE Company import petroleum products from 

Persia and ijnerica. r 

na^.7ho5d”pa^ pnotec^y. 

""’'ihe Honnurable Sir i 

Si fij\?eStaWe° fiber will put down a ,nesti.n. 1 will eire a 

considered answer. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga ; Will Government try to abolish these differ- 

ontial duties f 
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The Honoiirable Sir James Grigg : I think the Honourable Member 
had better look at the terms of the Indo-Burma trade agreement. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : With reference to danse (/); may I know 
whether the Indian companies and the Burma Oil Company are paying 
the same import duty ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is the question I have 
answered : the question is whether O-overnment are allowing a X)^otec~ 
tive duty to the Burma Oil Company. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : Am I to understand that there are differential 
duties f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : They are certainly differential 
duties. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : May I know ho-w mucli they are f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : They are given in the question 
itself in part (/). 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the reason for this difference^ even if 
they are revenue duties f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I have just answered that : I 
am not prepared to answer that in answer to a supplementary question : 
if a question is put down, I wdll give a considered reply. 

Mr. C. H. Muthuranga Mudaliar : With reference to part {g), does 
the Honourable Member consider the price not high when it is between 
86 to 90 rupees a ton nowadays, as compared with Rs. 30 a ton m pre- 
war days ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I have some hesitation about 
dealing with that part of the question which concerns the Commerce 
Department : I think the Honourable Member had better put down a 
question separately. 

Appointment op Indians as Teacheks in Englanp. 

176. -^Mr, C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to questions and answers in the House of Com- 
mons on the 26th March, 1935', regarding the difficulties experienced by 
English-born Indians seeking appointments as teachers in Great Britain, 
despite their educational qualifications ? 

(h) Will Government state if they have information of any kind 
regarding the numbers of such Indians employed as teachers in Great 
Britain ? If not, do they propose to obtain such information as can be 
available from the India Office or any other such authority in England 

(a) Are Gevernmeht prepared to take necessary steps to represent to 
tlie Secretary of for India that not' only English-bom Indians but 
Indian-born Indians, who have got the requisite qualifications, obtain a 
fair chance in ^ppiyjLng for teachers’ appointments in Great Brita-n should 
t|my desiye ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(i) The Board of Education, London, who were consulted in the 
patter, re^et that tlie information asked for by the Honourable Meml>er 
is not available. 
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(c) The appoiiitmeiat of teachers in Great Britain is a matter ^Meh 
IB m the hands of local educational authorities or other bodies responsible 
foi the management of the schools. The Board of Education state that 
ihey are not a^vare^ that any considerations other than the general suit- 
abihty of the applicants are taimn into consideration in making an 
appointment. 

Inadequacy of Indians employed in the Offices of the League of 

Nations. 

177. '‘'Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Are Government aware 
of the feeling of dissatisfaction prevailing in India as regards the inade- 
quacy of the number of Indians employed in the ofiSees of the League of 
Nations, and if so, are Government prepared to take suitable action toi 
acquaint the authorities of the League at Geneva of these feelings ? 

( b ) Are Government prepared to take early action to make represen- 
tations to the authorities of the League of Nations to so increase the 
numlier of Indians employed in its various offices that it may be in pro- 
portion to the contribution made by India ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) The League authorities 
are fully aware of Indian feeling in this matter and an informal repre- 
oeritation on the subject has been very recently addressed to tbe Secre- 
tary General. In these circumstances, and in view of the fact tliat the 
League authorities are not, as the Honourable Member appears to suppose, 
unsympathetic towards Indian feeling, no purpose would be served by a 
further communication. 

(h) I would refer the Honourable Member to the latter part of my 
reply to part (d) of question No. 121 asked by my Honourable friend, 
Mr. S. Satyamurti, on the 4th September, 1935. 

Appointment of an Indian in place of the Late Me. A. C. Chatteejee, 

A Membek of the Infoemation Section of the League of Nations 

Seoebtaeiat. 

178. "^Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Are Government pre- 
pared to move the authorities of the League of Nations to appoint an 
Indian in the place of Mr. A. C. Chatterjee, a member of the Information 
Section of the League Secretariat who died recently ? 

(b) Are there already Indians in the Information Section of the 
League Secretariat who are qualified to fill the place rendered vacant by 
the death of Mr A. C. Chatterjee ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) Governmeiu have 
already taken steps in this direction and they have been informally 
assured that an Endian will be appointed. 

(h) Prom the latest Staff List of the League Secretariat it appears 
that one other Indian, Mr. S. N Ghose, is employed in the Information 
>Scet}on. Government have no information regarding his qualifications 
to fill the appointment held by the late Mr. A. C. Chatterjee. 

Prof. fj. G. Ranga : What is the usual practice followed tiy the 
Leagu^i Secretariat in making these appointments f Do they consult the 
Government of India ? 
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Tlie Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : No, Sir ; but this question 
I have answered during the last three Sessions about eight times, and I 
have placed before the House information relating to the number of 
appointments made, names of the officers appointed, their salaries, and so 
on, and I have nothing further to add ; but, in making these appointments, 
the League Secretariat do not consult the Government of India. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : Has this vacancy been filled ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : To the best of my informa- 
tion, not yet. 

Establishment oe Rxjkal Libbaries. 

179. ^Mr C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Are Government aware 
that recently rural libraries have been started in many villages ? 

(h) Are Government aware that the various Provincial Governments 
insist that such rural libraries associations should be registered under the 
Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860, before grants-in-aid could be 
sanctioned for such libraries ? 

(c) Is it a fact that tbe said Act requires that a fee of Rs 50 should 
he paid as registration fee for registering literary, scientific and charitable 
societies ? 

(d) Are Government aware that almost all the rural libraries have 
got very slender resources and cannot pay a high registration fee of 
Rs. 50 ? 

(e) If the answer to part (d) above be in the affirmative, are Gov- 
ernment prepared to consider the advisability of fixing a nominal fee of 
Rs. 5 for registration of sneh rural libraries under section 3 of the Act ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (c) Yes. 

(b) and (d) The information asked for by the Honourable Member 
is not readily available. 

(e) It is within the power of Provincial Governments to amend the 
Act with the previous sanction of the Governor General, if they desire to* 
do so, in order to reduce the registration fee, and the matter will he 
brought to their notice for such action as they may consider desirable. 

Prof. N. CJ. Ranga : Is it not a fact that it is in the power of the 
Go\ernor General in Council to amend the rules made under this parti- 
cular Act in order to bring down the figure of Rs. 50 ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I have had that particular point 
examiuerl, and the information given to me is that this is a matter which 
can best be dealt with by each Local Government. 

Mr. G. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : But Societies Registration Act is 
an All-India Act ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : It may be an All-India Act, but accord- 
ing to my information, the libraries are provincial libraries. 

Salt Trabb oe Madras, 

180. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Is it a fact that the 
exports of salt from Madras to Calcutta have been steadily decreasing 
during recent years ? 
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(6) Are Goyerament aware that large quantities of foreign salt are 
being dumped in Calcutta f 

(e) Are Government prepared to take steps to improve the expan- 
sion of salt trade from Madras to other places in India by putting adequate 
duties on foreign salt ? 

Tlie Honourable Sir Janies Grigg : (a) There was a steady decline 
in the three years ending with March, 1934, but there was a noticeable 
revival in the year ending with March, 1935. 

(i) No. 

(c) The attention of the Honourable Member is drawn to the provi- 
sions of the Salt (Additional Import Duty) Act, 1931, which has been 
extended up to the 30th April, 1936. 

Fagtoeies woeking undee the Monopoly System oe Manupactueing Salt 

IN THE MaDEAS PeESIDENCY. 

181. *Mr. C. N. Mutliuranga Mudaliar : (a) Is it a fact that the 
only factories working under the monopoly system of manufacturing salt 
in the Madras Presidency are (i) Polavaram, (ii) the Ennore Group and 
{in) the Narambalam block ? 

(i) Is it a fact that all other factories in the Presidency work under 
the excise system ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of intro- 
ducing the excise system uniformly for the factories referred to in part 

(a) above ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : (u) Yes. 

(b) All the other factories in the Presidency are worked under either 
the Excise or the Modified Excise system. 

(c) The Central Board of Revenue have issued orders for the closure 
of the Monopoly factories in the Ennore group with effect from 1st 
January, 1936, and the existing licensees of these factories have been given 
the option of taking Modified Excise licenses. The Government will 
examine the question of the conversion of the remaining Monopoly facto- 
ries into Excise or Modified Excise factories. 

Concession oe Collecting oe Making Salt in certain Taluqs oe the 

Madras Presidency. 

182. "‘Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) What are the specific 
abuses referred to in paragraph 4 of the Administration Report of the 
Balt Department, Madras Presidency for 1933-34, which led to the with- 
drawal of the concession of collecting or making salt in Chingleput takcq ‘I 

(&) Were the local residents in the ialuq apprised of the abuses 
before the concession was withdrawn, and was any enquiry held ^ If so, 
wdll Government please place the results of the enquiry on the table of 
the House ? 

(c) If the residents were not previously warned, are Government 
prepai*ed to re-introduce the concessions in that ialuq once more on getting 
an undertaliing from them against future abuses ? 
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{d) Are Government also prepared to allow tliis concession to the 
residents of the coastal villages in Ponneri and Saidapat taluqs f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : {a) Salt mnch in excess of local 
roquirenienls was removed from swamps in the Chinglepnt ialitq of the 
Ghinglepnt District. Many cases of removal to distant places by carts 
and boats were detected. 

(6j The ’\dllagers in the taluq were given warning to the effect that 
if the abuse did not cease the concession would be withdrawn. The warn- 
ing was published in the villages on the 7th, 8th and 9th of September, 
1933. but the abuses continued. No formal enquiry was held, but the 
decision was reached on the basis of continual reports from the salt 
stall* and the results of proceedings in the criminal courts. 

(c) Does not arise. 

{d) The concession has not yet been withdrawn from the taluqs 
named in this part of the question. 

Mr. 0, N. Muthnranga Mndaliar : Will it not be possible to grant 
the concession after getting an undertaking from the people f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I answered a lot of questions in 
the laKst Session about the machinery for applying for restoration of these 
concessions. That machinery still holds good. 

Position op Indians in Fiji. 

183. *Mr. 0. N. Muthnranga Mudaliar : (a) Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to an article by ' Seafarer ’ in the Hindustan 
Times of the 17th March, 1935, regarding the position of Indians in Fiji ? 

(6) Is it a fact that restrictions are placed in the way of Indian 
settlers getting leases of land from the Fijian landlords for agricultural 
purposes ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of sending 
out a Commission to enquire into the question of the land settlement in 
Fiji ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(Z#) and (c) Under the Fiji Native Lands Ordinance of 1905, the 
consent of the Governor in Council is necessary to the lease of land by 
Fijian landlords to all non-Pijians, Indian or European. The Regulations 
relating to the conditions on which such consent is granted contained cer- 
tain ])rovisions which discriminated against Indians in the matter of area 
of land and terms of lease, but these were deleted by the Ordinance of 
1938. The Government of India have made certain inquiries as to the 
actual working of the Ordinance and the relevant regulations. The ques- 
tibn what further Action ou their part is necessary will be decided when 
tlie result of these inquiries becomes available. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : For how long have these in- 
quiries been going on f 

Sir Girja Shankar ^jpai : The inquiry, Sir, if I remember aright 
was addressed to the India Office about six weeks ago. ^ 
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Be-obening of Salt Wobks in ceetain Places in the Madras Pbesidency, 

184. C. N. Miithiiranga Mudaliar : (a) Is it a faet thal 
Governinent have not been allowing the people in Kattnr village, Ponneri 
taliiq and Kandaclii village in Tindivanam talnq, Madras Presidency, to 
work on salt pans in those places ? 

(6) Are Government aware that the people have been put to heavy 
loss on account of stoppage of works 1 

(e) Do Government propose to allow the people to re-open the salt 
works in those places ? 

Mr. A, H Lloyd : (a) The Kattnr Salt Factory is at present open 
and is being worked under the Monopoly System. Formal orders for the 
closure of this factory as a monopoly factory, with effect from Ist 
January, 1936, have issued but the existing licensees have been given the 
opiion to take modified excise licenses. The Kandadu Salt Factory was 
closed in 1897 as there was no necessity for it. 

(1)) The people have suffered no recent loss by the closure of the 
Kandadu Salt Factory which occurred many years ago. Government are 
now paying compensation in accordance with the provisions of the Madras 
Salt Act as this was not done at the time of the closure. Compensation 
admissible under the Act will also be paid to the licensees of the Kattur 
Salt Factory. 

( 0 ) At present there is no necessity to re-open the Kandadu Salt 
Factory as adjoining factories are overstocked and prices are very low. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : It is a fact that the compensa- 
tion now offered is on the basis of the reduced dittam ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : The dittam in recent years has been taken into 
consideration in fixing the compensation. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : Reduced dittam ! 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : 1 think the reduction of dittam has been taken 
into account, but, speaking from memory, the compensation has not been 
based on the lowest dittam. However, if the Honourable Member will 
put down a question, I shall try and give him the information. 

Mr. 0. N*. Muthuranga Mudaliar : Are the Government of India 
aware that the compensation offered is very inadequate ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I am quite prepared to take it from the Honour- 
able Member that there have been complaints of this. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : For how many years is this compensation to be 
paid ? Is it paid annually ? , 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : It is a lump sum. 

Officers in Abohaeologioal Sxirvey. 

185. 0. N. Muthurajiga Mudaliar : (a) Will Government 
please state who are the officers in Archoeological Survey with qualifications 
in : 

(i) Architecture ; and 

(ii) Archaeology f 
L187LAD 
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(6) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of restricting 
the work of ofScers qualified in Architecture to purposes of conservation 
and excavation ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) Financial considerations impose limits on the size of the cadre 
■which renders the Honourable Alember’s sugge-stion impracticable. 


Names of officers in the Archaeological Be'partment with qualifications in (i) Architec 

ture, and (^^) Archaeology. 

{%) Architecture. 

1. Mr. J. F Blakistoii. 

2. Mr. Gr. C. Chandra 

3. Mr H. H. Khan.. 

ill) Archaeology, 

1. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Zafar Hasan. 

2 Mr. K. H. Dikshit. 

3. Mr. My a. 

4 Mr. M. S. Vats. 

5. Mr. M. H. Kuraishi. 

6. Mr. N. G-. Ma^umdar. 

7 Dr. M. Kazim. 

8. Mr. H. Ij. Srivastava. 

9. Mr. Q. M. Moneer 

COUNTEIES WITH BANNED OE EESTEIOTBD ImPOETS FEOM InDTA. 

186. "‘’Mr. 0 N. Miitliiiranga Mndaliar : (a) Will GoverniiicBt 

please state tl^e iiaincs of cotiH tries wlueli have either banned or restrhted 
the import of Indian g’^ods into their comitries ? 

(?)} What is the amount of loss of trade caused to India by each ol 
such countries 

(c) What steps have Government laken in rc^*ard to this matter 

The Eonou/ahle Sir rvlnhaniinacl ^afriilkh Khan : (a) and (c). Tli- 
Ilononrable hlember is referred to the reply given by me to parts [aj, 
(tO and (d) of Wr. T. S Avinashilingam Chettiar’s starred cpiestion Iso' 
6 oil the 2nd Reptemlier, 1985. 

(1) No estimate of the loss to India on account of tliese res ions 
can bo made 

Mr. Lalchand Wavalrai : May 1 know if the Government of 
India have raided any olijeetion to that 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have already 
replied on the siipplemcntaries to the question to which I have referred. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What is the answer to clause 
(c), Sir ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I said that the 
IIononr9]>le Member is referred to previous replies given by me to 
Mr. Chettiar’s question No. 6 on the 2nd September, 1935 
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Pi of. N. G. Eanga : Will any attempt be made at all to estimate 
tMs loss of trade caused to India ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhaimnad Zafrallah Khan : It is not possible 
to make any estimate of the loss of trade caused to India on account of 
these restrictions owing to the complexity of the factors that enter into 
the situation 

Prof. N. Cx. Ranga : In view of the recent establishment of an 
Industrial Research Bureau, vill Government be pleased to refer this 
queslion to them for making the necessary estimate ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Which particular 
Research Bureau is the Honourable Member referring to ? 

Prof. N. 6. Ranga : The Honourable the Finance Member will 
answer it 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Again and again with refer- 
ence to answers (a) to (c), it has been said that negotiations are going 
on. Whenever any other country put an embargo, are v/e to go on pros- 
trating every time W'hy don’t you immediately put a ban on the 
imjioi’t of their articles ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafriillah Khan : If the implica- 
tion is that our inquiries and efforts result in nothing, I would draw the 
attention of the Honourable Member to tbe ease of Roumania. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What has been the case vith 
regard lo Italy ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zr-fruliah Khan : I have ex[)Iained 
that correspondence started whdi Italy, and it was exnected that the cor- 
respondence vould lead to negotiations, hui ovuig lo the p'lusal of Ildy 
to start with an uiitial eoiieession which had ])eeii considered as absolutely 
necessary before iiegocialions could stare, that correspondence is at the 
preseni moimuit in abeyance, and negotiations have not begun. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : AVhy have not retaliaLory 
measiu*es been taken against Ceylon since 1932, and why has preference 
been shown to Ceylonese articles ? 

The Honourable Sir Iluiiamniad Zafridlah Khan : How does that 
arise out of this question ? 

Mr M. Arianthasivyaiiani Ayyangar : Yes, it docs, i)arl (c) of the 
quest ion. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammac Zairulia^h Khan : My geiieiail 
answer to that criticism is that, with regard to a large number of these 
countries, the balance of trade is in favour of India I need not go on 
explaining the implications oJ' that I am sure, Honourable klembers vill 
understand that retaliatory measures become impossible under those con- 
ditions 

Publication of Daily Lists of Exports and Imports by Customs Houses. 

W7. "^'Mr Mathuradas Vissanji : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state, if it is a fact that Calcutta, Madras and Rangoon Custom Houses 
publish daily lists of exports and imports ? If so, what is the expendi- 
ture incurred by each Custom House in this regard, and what is the 
income received by the respective Custom Houses by way of subscrip- 
tions to these lists f 

L187DAD B2 
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(5) Will Government be pleased to state whether ^ Bombay^ and 
Karachi Custom Houses publish such daily exports and imports lists ? 
It not, why not ! 

(c) Is it a fact that in Bombay and Karachi, the Bombay Chamber 
of Commerce and the Karathi Chamber of Commerce publish such daily 
lists If so, what facilities do the Bombay and Karachi Custom Houses 
give to the above-mentioned private agencies for such publications f 

(d) Will Government be pleased to place on the table the compara- 
tive Hatements of subscriptions for daily exports and imports lists issued 
by the Calcutta, Madras and Kangoon Custom Houses and subscriptions 
charged by the Bombay and Karachi Chambers of Commerce for their 
daily lists ? 

(e) Is it a fact that recently the Indian Merchants’ Chamber, 
Bombay, approached Government with a request to arrange for publica- 
tion of such lists by Bombay and Karachi Custom Houses on the lines of 
the Calcutta, Madras and Rangoon lists ? Is it also a fact that Govern- 
ment refused the above request ? If so, why ? 

(f) Are Government prepared to get the lists pa])lislied by the 
Bombay and Karaclii Custom Houses instead of assigning the same to 
private agencies i 

BSr. A. H. Lloyd : (a) Yes. A statement showing the income and 
expenditure is laid on the table. 

(5) and (c). At Bombay, daily lists are published by the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce. At Karachi, m accordance with ah agreement 
reached in 1930, lists dealing mainly with foreign trade are issued by 
the Karachi Chamber of Commerce, and lists dealing mainly ■with the 
coasting trade are issued by the Joint Board of the Karachi Merchants’ 
xAssociation and the Buyers’ and Shippers’ Chamber, Karachi. Since 
April, 1935, the Karachi Chamber has discontinued the publication of 
daily lists of imports and exports but has issued enlarged monthly state- 
ments. Clerks deputed by these bodies are allowed to -ivork in the 
Custom Houses and are given access the relevant documents. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table 

(e) and (/). A representation suggesting that the Bombay lists 
should be issued by the Bombay Custom House xvas received from the 
Indian Merchants’ Chamber in December, 1934. Government do not see 
sufficient reason for altering the existing practice, since they are not 
satisfied that if the work were undertaken by the Custom Houses they 
would be able to recover the cost without raising the rates of subscrip- 
tion. 


Statement I. 


Expenditure incurred hy Custom 

'Houses on the pu’blication of daily lists of exports 
and imports. 


Income. 

Ea, 

Expenditure, 



Bs. 

Calcutta . , 

26,241 

28,551 

Madras . . 

6,589 

6,405 

Kangoon . . 

18,446 

17,000 


Note . — Tlie figures for Calcutta relate to the calendar year 1934 and the figures 
for Madras and Kangoon relate to the financial year 1934-35. * 
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Statement II 

Aihiual snhsa ny L o/ (< ’ L^ipa'ics. 


Es. 

Calcutta— 

Impoii . .. . .. ..100 

Expoit . . . . , . . . . . 100 

Madr.is , . . . . . . . 90 

Kang 0011 — 

I'lifet copy . . . . . , 240 

Evciy aiMitioiiai cop;v . . . . . 120 

Bombay Cliambei or Commeicc — 

Meinberis . . . . . . . 160 

Non-membeis . . . . . . 320 

Karachi Cliaiiibci of llmaneree (monthly bCalencn'.?; 100 

Joint Board of the Karachi Indian jMercliants Asboeiation and 

the Buyeis’ and Shij)pers’ Chamber, Karachi .. , 6 


Emj-^loyment of Indian Seamjsi on Beitish Ships. 

IbH. “'Mr. Matliiiradas Vi^sanji : ('«; Has the attention ot Govern 
menl heen dnavii io the Dehale in llie House ol Com on lUe JUi 
Bccember, 1934, and in the House of Lords on the 12th February, 1935, 
with regard to subsidies to British Tranip Shipping " 

(b) Is it true that, iu iue eoUi.se of the debates, Odicia] Labour 
Opposition took up an anti-Indian altitude, denian-lmg tliai no subsidy 
should be given to ai\y ship vvliieli employs Indian seamen, so long as 
there was iinem])loymeiil amone* white Biiiish seamen 

(c) Are Government avurce that some Companies owning sonie of these 
ships are receiving patronage fiom the Government of India in Mail 
subsidies and are also receiving freight on Indian products and on Indian 
imports, and in virtue thereof there is a general feeling among the public 
in India that there should be no interference with the scope and employ- 
ment of Indian seamen ? 

(cl) Do Government propose to make a repi'cscnfation to the Secre- 
tary of State on the subject, pointing out the strong feeling thereon in 
India ? 

(e) Do Government support racial discrimination against Indians in 
tins matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan • (a) Yes. 

(b) Government are aware that certain Members of the Labour 
Party in the coui*se of the debate advocated that the subsidy should be 
given only if employment was given by preforeiieo to European seamen. 

(r) So far as Government are awau*e no *^iibsidy has been givm to 
a company having mail contracts with the Government of India. 

(d) In view of the statement made m the course of the debate on 
behalf of Iiis Mah3sty’s Governineu’. fbe (bn maail oi* Lidia consider 
it quite unnecessary io make aiu rej*rosonta1ion on llie sulijeci 
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(e) Tlic question does not arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : May I know what is the statement of the 
Secretary of State ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafriillah Khan : The Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Trade stated : 

“ I am asking the Committee to allow me to emphasise the enormous conseqiieiites 
and implications of anj suggestion that you can subdivide Biutish nationality and 
allegiance into different gioups 1 am eonleiit to say at the moment that the vast 
ni<a]0’‘i1y ot these LiJisCcUs aic Bi liish subjects, entitled to Biitisli passpoits and to 
ai] tne h h.itiinges of Biitmh citizenship to vineh any Honourable Member of tins House 

IS entitled 


Peeparations iisr India foe a Wae in Europe. 

189 ^Mr. S. Satyamiirti : Will Government be pleased to slate : 

ia) whether they are preparing for any war in Europe any 
arrangements in India ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that military contractors are being sounded 

about their capacity to supply provisions to the aVrmy in 
certain eventualities ; and 

(c) whether there is any proposal to incre^^se or le-arrange the 

distribution of armaments and forces in India ^ 

Mr. G R F. Tottenham : (b) and (c) No 

Mr. S SatyamurLi : May I know, apart from any uinnediai-e war, 
whether any contractors are being sounded ui order to test their capacity 
to supply provisions to the army 

Mr. G. R F. Tottenham : No. 

Government's Policy with regard to the Tribes on the North-West 

Frontier. 

190. S Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(0) what their definite policy is with regard to their dealings with 

the tribes on the North-West Frontier ; 

(1) ) whether it is a policy of peaceful penetration, or of ultimate 

conquest ; and 

(r) which tribes are friendly, and which are unfriendly ^ 

Mr. J. G. .^cheson : [a) and ib). The attention of the Honourable 
Member fs iiiTded +o the venly Iho 12ih Srptemimr 1983, to 

Mr. Mosv/ood Ahmad’s yn-'e.pon po 8s0 

(c) The present position is that out of the great transborder tribes 
for which the Goyernmeni of India is responsible, the Yusafzai, the 
Mob molds, ■^he llic' the Mahsuc^s the 

Baliich, and the Brahui only one small elan on the Hazara border, three 
of the less'U* l\To]’mand eb^vs, aud err of Waz.rs can described 
as hoslilo o,r inifrhunny 

WCr. S. .lavramurti : What is rr^ r>\sweu of 1933 please 
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Mr, J. 6. Acheson : I have pleasure in reading it out. Tlie answer 
given by Mr. Glancy was as follows : 

Tlie policy o± the Government of India is to maintain the peace of the border 
and foster good relations with the tribes m the hope that in time civilisation will spread 
giadiially thiough the tribal area. Poi fuithei particulars legaidmg this policy, I 
voiild invite the attention of the Honouiable Membei to the speech made by Sir Denvs 
Bray on the 5th March, 1923, in this Assembly.’' 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : are the means wliicii [he Government o£ 

[iiclia are piirsmiig to s]jread eivdisation among ‘hese tribes Air 
bombs 

Mr. d, G. Aobeson : Xo, Sir. 

Mr. S. ^atyarnnrLi : Then, what ore the other means ? 

Mr, J, G. Acliesop : Mainly the eonstruetiOii of roads 

Mr S. Satyaiiinrfci : But may 1 know whether they recognise the 
independent posnioii of these tribes, or Vvdietlier ihey consider tkem 
^enii-independeni, whether they consider them hostile or friendly ? 
Yvliat is the CAact i-elationslup in the International law between Great 
Britain in India and these unfortunate tribes 1 

Mr. J. G. Aeheson : The question contains an innuendo, but I will 
overlook that. The position is that the tribes are with India, though 
not with British India, and the Government of India is responsible for 
them 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is meant by India ^ Is it an independent 
state ? 

Mr. J. G. Aeheson : The questhm raises difficult legal point with 
which I am not preptared to deal oMiand. Tlie status of the tribal 
territory has in the past been described as that of Indian States, but I 
understand that there will be in future an alteration m status as a result 
of the new Constitution Act. 

Mr. S. Batyamurti : Is any attempi being made to make honour- 
able peace with these tribes ^ 

Mr J G Aeheson ; Certahily. 

Mr 0. Satyaimirti : May I know wkh regard to the answer to clause 

of ilie ouestion, whether it ^s the policy of ultiinale conquest of 
these tribes 

Mr. J. G, Aeheson : I do not think that that inference can be put 
on Ike slalemeiit of policy which I have made. 

Dr. Klian Sahib : Is it a fact that a tvi]*e of the Mohmand lialmzais 
has been lielped hy Gie Govenmimd with infers aiul money to fight the 
Upper Mohmands m order ereaie a feeling of blood feud among 
them Is it for helping or destroying them ^ 

Mr. J G. A^cheson : It is a fact that the Ilahmzai Mohmands are in 
friendly relations ^\olh the Government and they lia'^^e alwa^as carried out 
their relations knmlk’' siime they entered into them They have been 
helped in repelling attacks upon thom by Ym Upper Mohmands, but 
the rest of the ITcmourable Member’s statement T c'^venot adind. 
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Mr, S. Satyamurti : Is it the policy of the Govertimeiit to make these 
tribes dg’lit among themselves, m mxler 1(^ justify the enormous army 
expenditure on the North-West Frontier ' 

Mr* J. G. Aclieson : Cerlaiuiy not. One f)f the main chfllenUies is 
the maintaining of peace ann^ng the trilies and one of our chief roles 
is that of aihilralor betmeen warring see i ions. 

Wound received by Mr. L. W. B. H. Best, Political Agent in the 

Malakand Agency. 

191. -"Mr, S, Satyamurti : Will GoAernnient be pleased to state : 

{a) the circumstances under which Mr. L. W. B. H. Best of the 
Indian Civil Service, Political Agent in the Malakancl Agency 
Area, was mortally wounded in action on the 11th of April ; 

(h) the causes which led to this incident , and 

(c) what the relations are between Government and the Faqir of 
Alingar ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (a) and (h). The information is contained in 
the Associated Press message from Peshawar, dated the 16th April, 1935, 
which Ji]>|jeared in the Chvd and Military Gazette of the ITtli April and 
other newspapers. 

(c) The Faf|ir of Alingar has not entered into relations with Goveim- 
mcnl. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : Is he an enemy of ihe Government 

Mr. J, G Acheson : I think that is a preity fair deseiipiion of the 
person in fpiestion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Bid Government nrike any eucpiiry into the 
causes of this unfortunane incident after the Associated Press message 
and really satisfy themselves that the teleg:ram sent out was accurate ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : The facts given in the telegram were substan- 
tially correct. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Did Government iinestigate and Hnd out 
whether the facts were accurate ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : The Government were already aware of the facts. 

Article in the Amrita Bazar Patnha about the Faqir op Alingar. 

192. *^Mr, S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to an article in the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika about the Faqir of Alingar ; 

(J) whether the facts stated therein are correct j and 

(c) the reasons why this Faqir of Alingar goes on creating 
trouble ? 

Mr, J. G. Acheson : (a) Yes, 

(h) No Sir. There has been some confusion of two distinct actions ; 
but the article is correct in suggesting that Lhe Alingar Faqir is an 
incorrigible fomenter of armed rebellion in the tribal territory. 
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(c) His chief motive is believed to be to gain power among the 
Ignorant and turbulent tribesmen. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Is it a fact that on the Frontier there is a 
rumour that the Faqir of Alin gar is bribed by some of the political 
officers in order to create this trouble ? 

Mr. J. Cr. Acheson : I have never heard the rumoiu*, and I should 
think it has only to be stacect to condemn itself. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Does this Faqir of Alingnr possess a eliarmed 
person ? 

Mr. J. G, Acheson : I should be very g^-lad if 'Jlie Honourable Mem- 
ber will give me some information on Hmt poiiu. 1 have none my- 
self. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government helpless in this matter ? 

Prohibition oe certain Imports prom Persia and Apghanistan into 

CERTAIN Parts op India. 

193. ^-^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that the prohibition of certain imports from 

Persia into British India and into the Baluchistan Agency 
territories has been extended to imports from Afglianistan 
as well as into the Political Agencies of the North-West 
Frontier Province ; 

(b) the reasons therefor ; and 

(o) what the effect of such prohibition has been f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) Yes. 

(&) The protection of the revenues of India. 

(c) Imports of the prohibited articles Lave been checked. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I ask for some more elucidation than is 
contained in the cryptic anstver The protection of the revenues of 
India f How were they going to be adverse^ affected by these 
imports from Afghanistan not having been prohibited? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Tliero is no land customs line 
there. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Was there tiny question of smuggling f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; A great deal. 

Mx. S. Satyamurti : To what extent ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I %vill tiy and find out some 
information. 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : A very large number of articles liable to heavy 
duties had been landed on the coast of Makrrn and the eastern mi't of 
Iran and were finding their way over this frontier into British India. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Has the probibitiou been effective ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : It has been partieulai’ly effective 
in the case of silver. Owing to the reduction of Ihe import diUy 
April, the inducement for smuggling is substantially loss. 



636 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[6th Sep. 1936. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti : Wliat about other articles ? 

The Honourable Sir James 0-rigg : 1 could not answer tliat without 
notice, except in so far as it is covered by my general answer that im- 
ports baA^e been checked. 

Effect of the Eixation of Impokt Duty on Broken Rice. 

19d. S. Satyamurti : Will GoA^'ernment be pleased to state : 

(o) the effect of the fixation of the import duty on broken rice, in 
so far as the imports of rice and paddy into Madras are 
concerned ; 

(Ij) whether the import duty has had the desired effect ; and 
(c) whether Government propose to take any further action in the 
matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafruilah Khan : (a) and (b). I 
lay on the table a statement showmti' imports of nee and paddy from 
foreign countries into the Madras Presidency up to July, 1935, and also 
a comparative statement of prices of all qualities of rice at Madras ports 
in April and July during the three years 1933, 1934 and 1935 It is too 
early as yet to express an opinion on the effectiveness of the new duty 
which came into force only on the 131 h April, 1935, hut prices have 
generally risen since then and are substanlially higher than those pre- 
vailing in April and July of 1934 and 1933. 

(c) No, Sir. 


Imports of rice from foreign countries m o Madras Presidency. 



Rice. 

Broken rice. 

Paddy. 



Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

August, 1934 . . 

4,109 

17,713 

10,516 

September, 1934 

7,202 

11,426 

6,708 

October, 1934 . . 

2,632 

35,402 

16,794 

November, 1934 

3,866 

23,591 

8,449 

December, 1934 

4,875 

29,073 

26,093 

January, 1935 . . 

! 1,395 

4,396 

i 1,517 

I 

February, 1935 

1 

- 3,138 

1 

13,213 

3,935 

I 

March, 1935 

! 6,008 

27,758 1 


Aprh, 1935 . 

, 907 

4,518 

1,442 

May, 1935 

; 500 


10,548 

June, 1935 

4 


7,363 

July, 1935 

1 506 

I 

i 

8,484 


I 
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SUxtevieitt $howi7tg th& prices of aU gualUies of rice at Madras Ports, 


Centre and quality. 

Year. 

Prices in 
April. 

(last week). 

Prices in 
July. 

(as on 19th 
July). 

Madras — 



(In rupees p 

er maund.) 

Calcutta Nagara Boiled 


1933 

3-23 

3-86 



1934 

3-36 

3*83 



1935 

3*83 

4*08 

Cocanada Boiled Delta 


1933 

3-01 

3-01 



1934 

2-82 

2-94 



1935 

3-55 

3*60 

Rangoon Boiled Milchar 

.. 

1933 

2-76 

2*88 



1934 i 

2-70 

2-82 



1935 I 

3*41 

3*54 

Rangoon Raw Broken A1 


1933 

2*55 

2*67 



1934 

2*18 

2*56 



1935 

3*21 

3*34 

Calicut — 





Cocanada Boiled 


1933 

2*48 

2*79 



1934 

2*91 

3*09 



1935 

i 3*65 

3*85 

Rangoon Milchar Rice 

.. 

1933 

2*41 

2*73 



1934 

2*54 

2*73 



1935 

3*53 

3*59 

Rangoon Raw Broken 

.. 

1933 

2*65 

2*59 



j 1934 

2-25 

2*25 



1935 

3*04 

3*23 

Cochin — 


1 



Inferior Milcher Burma II 


1933 

2-32 

2*38 



1934 

2-32 

i 2*76 



1935 

3*51 

3*45 

Siam Broken A1 


1933 

2*12 

! 2*22 



1934 

1*93 

2*39 



1935 

3-24 

3*34 


Mr. S, Satyamurti ; Are Government aware of the fact that, very 
recently, there have been increased imports of Siamese rice into the 
Madras Presidency as compared with the period jnst after the levy of 
the import duty ? 

The Honourable ®r Muhanunad Zafnillah Khan : I think, if I read 
out a few figures supplementinor those in the statement which I have laid 
on the table, the Honourable Member will be able to see the position 
quite clearly. Tn May, 1935. there was import of rice to the extent of 
500 tons and the import of paddy was 10.548. In June. 1935, the import 
of rice was four tons as compared with June, 1934—14,620 tons. Imports 
of paddy in June, 3935—7,363 tons as compared with June, 1934 — 15,884 
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tons. In July, 1935, imports of nee 506 tons as compared witli 15,609 
tons in the previous year and imports of paddy of 8,484 as eomxiared with 
5,600 previously. Honourable Members will see that there has been a 
slight increase in imports in July, 1935. as agamsi paddy, but the total 
of paddy and rice imponed in July, 1935. is mucli less than the total of 
paddy and rice imported in July, 1934. 

Mr. Sami Vencaiachelam Ohetty : Is the Honourable the tJommerce 
Member aivare that just b> fore the Act lo le\y a duiy on imporied rice, 
there was a very heavy import?! ion of biokeii rice rind paddy m the 
Madra,^ Presidency ’ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; I liave laid on the 
table all the figures for (he last tweivo mouths. 

Prof. ST. G. Eanga : Does this include broken rice ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The figures I have 
quoted, namely, 500, 4, and 506 for May, June and Jnly, 193.5, are for 
rice and broken rir-e together, but uj) o April, 1935, beginning with 
August, 1934, in the statement Avhicii I have laid on the table, figures are 
given for rice and broken rice separately. 

Mr. Sami Vencatacheiam Ohetty : Does not Ihe Honourable Member 
think that the reduction in the imports of rice from May last might have 
been duo pai’tly to the larger imports earlier than May and also to the olf- 
season for importation of nee i 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; 1 have no means 
of judging at present, but, pos,sibly, a few months hence, a comparison 
of the "figures will enable me to arrive at some conclusion with regard to 
it. 

Mr. Sami Vencatacheiam Ohetty : Is the Honourable the Commerce 
Member aware that already complaints are pouring in to the Government 
of India that imports are increasing 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Some complaints 
have been received to that effect, hut the figures do not seem to justify 
them. 

Mr. 0. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : May I know from the Honourable 
Member that more than 3,000 tons of rice and paddy have been imported 
into the Madras Presidency in the course of August ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have not yet 
received the August figures. 

Dr. T. S. S Eajan ; Has the import duty raised the price of rice and 
paddy ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Yes. The figures 
£ have laid on the table justify that eonclusion. That is with regard Cj 
both broken rice and rice the price has gone up. 

Dr T. S S. Rajan : The import duty is only on broken rice ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Yea 
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Sending oe Bbitish Tboops to India. 

195. "'Mr. S. Satyamiirii : Will Government be pleased to state • 

(a) whether there has been any change in the practice of sendmg 
British troops to India ; 

(5) whether more senior troops are now being draEted for India 
with resultant increase in cost ; and 

(c) if so, the reasons therefor ? 

Mr, 6. E, F. Tottenham : (a) and (5). No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I take it, therefore, that the same practice 
which prevailed before still continues ? 

Mr. G. E. P. Tottenham : That is the meaning of my answer. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Then the statements in the newspapers on this 
subject are inaccurate ? 

Mr. 6. E P. Tottenham : If there have been any such statements, 
they must have been inaccurate. 

Disabilities suefebed by Match Manufacturees in British India. 

196. '^Mr. &. Satyamurti : Wilt Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to a statement by the 
Association of Indian Match Manufacturers, Bombay, as 
published by the Associated Press, regarding the disabilities 
suffered by match manufacturers in British India ; 

(5) whether Government propose to take any steps to remove the 
disabilities under which the match industry is suffering ,* 
and 

(c; if not, why not ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : Government have seen only a press report of the 
statement to which the Honourable Member refers. Any representaGon 
which may be received from the Association of Indian Match Manufac- 
turers or from other representatives of the industry will naturally be 
carefully considered 

Prof N. 6. Eanga : In view of the large increase in the price of 
matches, do Government propose to fix the maximum price for a match 
box ? 

Mr. A, H. Lloyd : There is no snch propasal before Government. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government considering the question of 
the abolition of the excise duty at least on the smaller match factories ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : No. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why ! 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is a separate question. If 
the Honourable Member puts down a question, I will give him the usual 
answer that Government do not give advance notice of their intentions in 
regard to taxation 
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Prof. N. G. Hanga : Is it not because of this excise duty on matches 
that the demand for matchwood produced by Government in their Anda- 
man forest has gone down ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg: I think it is extremely likely that the 
heavy tax on matches has reduced the consumption. There can be no 
doubt about that, but I would point out to the Honourable Member that, 
as far as I remember, the excise duty in itself is no more burden on the 
consumer than the corresponding customs duty. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Information promised in reply to the starred question No. 138 asked hy Mr. M. 
Masvoood Ahmad on 19th July, 1934. 

Traitspees oe the Assistant Commissioners op Income-tax. 

The answer is in the negative. 


Information promised in reply to unstarred question No. 92 ashed by Mr. 
Bhuput Sing on the 20th August, 1934. 

NON-CoiSrPIBMATIOlSr OB CEBTAIN* ClEBKS IN THE OFFICES OF THE TelEOBAPH 
Stobeyabo, Alipobe, Calcutta. 

(a) The undermentioned five officers are at present located in the Telegraph 
Storeyard, Alipore : 

(t) Office of the Controller of Telegraph Stores, Alipore, 

{%%) Office of the Electrical Engineer-in- Chief, Alipore, 

Office of the Superintendent of Telegraph Workshops, Alipore, 

(iv) Office of the Divisional Engineer, Eastern Wireless Division, Alipore, 

(r) Office of the Accounts Officer, Telephone Eeveiiue, Stores and Workshops, 
xliipore. 

Except in the office of the Conti oiler of Telegiaph Stores there ate no clerks who have 
been in temporary service for seven or eight yeais^ hut in that office there were 2S 
clerks with temporary service ranging from two to nine years. 

(h) The question of the re-orgamsation of the office of the Controller of 
Telegraph Stores has been under consideration for some time, but for administrative 
and financial reasons it was not possible for some time to bring the temporary 
staffi of the office on to the permanent establishment. But in March last, after k 
decision had been arrived at as to the re-organisation of the office, orders were issued 
to bring the temporary staff on to the permanent establishment with effect from the 
1st April, 1935, 

(c) As regards the fiist i>a:t of iue qae-bion it aS a fact limt officials appointed 
on a temporary basis are not eligible for increments. As regards the second part the 
rules apply to all classes of Grovernment servants and Government do not consider that 
there is any ease for their amendment on the lines suggested by the Honourable 
Member. 

Information promised in reply to starred question No. 163 ashed by Mr. F. V. 
Giri on the 12th February, 1935. 

T.tt.av e Eesebve fob each Categoby of Employment on State Railways. 

Go'^ernment are informed that it is the practice on State-owned Bailways to 
provide regular leave reserve for certain categories of staff in the different Depart- 
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nients and to take substitutes in leave vacancies in other categories. The provision of 
regular leave reserve which dexieuds on local conditions varies considerably. It is not 
possible to specify percentage of substitutes taken in leave vacancies as the number 
of such vacancies fiiietuates consideiably from time to time 


Information promised in reply to starred question No, 751 ashed by Sardaf 
Mangal Singh on the 8th March, 1935. 

Demotions and Supersessions in certain Divisions oe the East Indian 

Railway. 

The Agent; East Indian Railway, reports ; 

(a) If the question relates to the travelling ticket examiner on the Moradabad 
Division referred to in the answer to question 440 {a) quoted whose former substantive 
pay prior to the introduction of the Moody-Ward scheme was Es. 160 per mensem 
plus Rs. 50 consolidated allowance and who was absorbed as a travelling^ ticket 
examiner under the JMoody-Waid scheme in the grade Its. 70 — 5 — 95, the iiosition is 
as follows : — 

In accordance with the oideis communicated in the Bailvay Board’s letter 
No. 822-E.G, dated the 22nd December, 1932, to absorb higher paid 
travelling ticket examiners in posts carrying rates of pay (‘quivalent or 
as near as possible to the rates of pay drawn by them in their substantive 
posts prior to their absorption in the Moody-Ward scheme, this travelling 
ticket examiner was subsequently appointed as assistant head ticket 
collector (grade Bs 110' — -5 — 140) and was allowed to continue to draw 
Rs 160 per mensem but the consobdated allow.inee i-vas discontiinied as 
the x)ost in which he was appointed involved stationary duties 

(&) and (c). An assistant head ticket collector drawing pay at Bs. 140 in the 
grade Bs. 110 — 5 — 140 was promoted to the grade of .lunior inspectoi of tickets in the 
grade Bs. 150 — 10 — 190 wlien the individual referred to in part (a) to this question 
was stdl a tiavellmg ticket exammer in grade Bs. 70 — 5 — 95. The former being in 
a higher grade was senior to the latter. 

(d) and (.c/). I would refer the Honourable Member to the infoimation laid on 
the table of the House, in reply to question No. 304 asked by Dr. N. B. Khare on the 
9th April, 1935. 

(e) and (/). Government are unable to make enquiries as the Honourable IMembcr 
has not quoted specific cases in which supersessions have taken place. 

(h) The Agent, East Indian Bailway, reports * 

The answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative, but with this 
qualification that llie lestoration was hinited to sueh as were eligible and 
cxereivsed the option accorded. Theic are no grades under the Moody- 
Ward scheme equivalent to old East Indian Railway grades, mentioned 
in The question. 

(i) Absorption of the liolcleis of the restored substantive grades ” in grades 
in the Moody-Ward scheme commensurate wuth their pay is a matier dependent not 
only on the availability of vacancy uj such gia(h*s. hut alco on Ihe aliility of the men 
concerned and theii quahheations’ to be considered suitable for holding such grades 
There can, therefore, be no rigid direction that all who were restored to their old scales 
of pay should be absorbed indiscriminately in vacancies i\ithin any fixed limit of 
time. 


(j) Copy of Bailwav Board’s letter No 822-E G , dated the 22nd December, 1932, 
to the Agent, East Indian Railway, is attached dierev ith . It may, however, be nien- 
tiqned that notwithstanding Ihc option given under cerlain conditions for the election 
of old substantive grades the policy is that the holders of sueh posts should be con- 
sidered for vacancies in existing higher scales which approximate in value as nearly 
as possible to the pay drawn by them in the old scales. 
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Copy of letter No. dated the JJnd December, 19 J3, from the Director, 

Hallway Board, to the Agent, Bast Indian Hailway 

Ticket Checking Staff. 

Witli reference to the correspondeiice ending with your letter No. 15 7, dated the 
25th August, 1932, I am directed to state that, while the Baihvay Board are con- 
vinced that there is no justification for paying the ticket inspecting or examining staff 
mileage allowance as running staff, they are inclined to think that some considera- 
tion should be shown to those employees who now hold the posts of Traveihng Ticket 
Examiners and who, prior to the Crew System, held permanent posts of Travelling 
Ticket Inspectors in a substantive capacity and drew a mileage or runnmg allowance, 
in view of the comparatively large reduction in their emoluments. The Governor 
General has accordingly decided, as an ex gratia measure, that with effect from the 
1st December, 1932, the following scale of monthly consolidated travelling allowances 
should be sanctioned to such employees : 

Per mensem. 

Bs. 

Por sta:ff drawing less than Bs. 100 . . . . . 35 

Por staff drawing Bs. 100 and over but less than Bs. 200 . . 50 

Por staff drawing Bs. 200 and over . . . . . . 65 

2. I am further to state that the Bailway Board have decided that an employee 
who held a permanent post in a substantive capacity as a Travelling Ticket Inspector 
piior to the introduction of the Crew System and w^ho on the introduction of the 
Crew System and who on the intioduction of the Moody -Ward Scheme is now assigned 
duties the same or approximately the same as he discharged prior to the introduction 
of the Crew System should be allowed the option, with effect from the introduction 
of the Moody- Ward scheme, of retaining the scale of pay applicable to the permanent 
post held by him in a substantive capacity prior to the introduction of the Moody- 
Ward scheme with the benefit of increments therein. With a view to reducing the 
extra expense arising fiom the grant of this concession the Board desire that such 
employees should be considered for promotion to higher posts for which they may be 
qualified as vacancies occur in such posts. 

3. I am to add that the Bail way Board do not agree with the recommendation 
made m paragraph 29 of the ‘ Beport of the Committee appointed to consider the 
appeals received from the Ticket Checking Staff absoibed in the Moody-Ward Scheme 
nn the East Indian Bailway \ The Bailway Board are of the opinion that if a 
mistake has been made it sliould be rectified and the pay of the staff in question 
reafiixed in the manner suggested in paiagraph 29 of the Beport, vi^., m the lower 
grade of Bs. 37 — 3 — 52, the number of posts in this grade being temporarily increased 
as proposed in paragraph 29 of the Committee’s report, the men in question being, 
however, allowed to retain the rate of pay actually diawn by them at present, and the 
difference treated as perFonal pav to be absorf>cd m future increments. The Board 
would like you to take steps accordingly unless you have any further representation 
to make on this point. 


Information promised in reply to unstarred question No, 165 asked by Mr, 
B, B, Varma on the 9th March, 1935, 

Tseatin& of Locomotive Assistant Running Shed Foremen as Continuous 
Workers on the East Indian Railway. 

(a) The Agent, East Indian Bailway, reports that the daily duty hours of the 
Assistant Banning Shed -Eoremen afi Bandel, Ondal, Allahabad, and Tundla are 12 
and that they are classified as ^ Supervisory ’ and that their classification as such is 
based on the nature of the duty they perform in accordance with the Hours of Employ- 
ment Begulations. 

(&) The question whether they should continue to be treated as Supervisory staff 
or should be treated as continuous workers and brought under the Hours of Employ- 
ment Begulations is under investigation by the Supervisor of Bailway Labour If 
the conditions of work of these employees justify a reclassification from supervisory 
continuous, necessary action will be taken in due course. 
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Information promised %n reply to unstarred question No. 207, asked by Mr. N. M. 
Joshi, on the 9ih March, 1935. 

Action taken on the Resolutions adopted at the Conference of the 
East Indian Railway Employees' Association. 

Government are informed that the Association leferied to by the Honourable 
Member has not, so far, been recognised by the Agent, East Indian Railway, and 
consequently he is not bound to consider lepresentations which may be made by that 
Association either direct or by means of resolutions The Agent, East Indian Railway, 
iex»orts that he, nevertheless, took action on resolutions which concerned the East 
Indian Railway Administration. He accepted resolutions Nos. 7, 10 and 19. Resolu- 
tions Nos. 4, 9, 11, 11-B, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20 and 21 were not accepted As 
regards the matter dealt with in resolution No 13, orders have since been issued 
that, arrangements should be made for the provision of Box Khallasies for the carnage 
of boxes of all classes of drivers when circumstances render this neeessaiy The 
matter referred to in resolution No 6 is under consideration. As regards resolution 
No. 5, the Honourable Member is referied to the leplies given to starred questions 
Nos. 1545 and 1546 asked by Bhai Parma Nand in the Legislative Assembly on the 
5th Apnl, 1935. It is understood that the statements made in lesolutions Nos. 8, 18 
and 25 are not based on facts. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 957 asked by Mr. Sri 
Prakasa on the 21st March, 1935. 

Examination held at Chandausi for the Selection of Candidates for 
Assistant Station Masters’ Course. 

The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports : 

Yes. 

(b), (g) and (d). Requests for application foims together with the fee were 
lequired to reach the Divisional Superintendent's office, Moradabad, not later than the 
28th December, 1934 Accordingly, application forms were correctly issued up to 
the 28th December, 1934, afternoon. Candidates who obtained the application forma 
on payment of Re. 1 up to the 28th December, 1934, were given time to submit their 
applications up to the 4th January, 1935. Application forms received after the 4th 
January, 1935, were not considered. 

(e*) Applicants were required to be quaMed in telegraphy with a speed of 20 
’\\ords per minute in receiving and sending Several of the candidates who passed 
the test or were finally selected did not attain a speed of 20 words a minute in tele- 
giaphy. The final selection did not necessarily depend only on the speed in telegraphy. 
Some candidates with higher speed in telegraphy were not selected as the Selection 
Boaid did not consider them otherwise suitable. 

(/) 96 candidates with better claims and qualifications were selected for the 
Telegraphy Test, z.e., four times the number required. The fee of Re. 1 was not 
refunded m terms of the advertisement. 

(g) This was due to late arrival of the train by which an officer of the com- 
mittee was returning to Headquarters The Selection Board had to sit late in order 
to avoid inconvenience to candidates who would otherwise have had to remain at 
Moradabad for another day. 

(h) 13. 

(^) Six candidates were selected for signallers’ posts. Candidates having a higher 
speed in telegiaphy but otherwise considered unsuitable by the Selection Board were 
not selected.’’ 

(;/) No. The candidates not selected vere not <musidere(l suitable for appoint- 
ment. 

L187LAD i, 
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Information 'promised in reply to unstarred question No. 238, asked by Sir 
Muhammad Yakub on the 25th March, 1935. 

Candidates foe Legislative Assembly Election who lost theie 

Secueities. 

List of candidates whose deposits e f of fated under rule 12{3) of the Legislative Assembly Electoral 

Rules m connection with ihi general election if 7934, 


Name 


1. Mr, V. Subrahmanyam 

2, Mr T. Kanthimathinatha Pillai 

3 Mr. P. Varadarajulu Nayudu 

4 Mr. T. R Venugopal Chetti 

5 Kalami Sahib J. A. alias Nawab Sahib 


Constituency. 


East Godavari, West Godavari cum Kistna 
(Non-Muhammadan Rural) 

Madura and Ramnad cum Tmnevelly (Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) 

Salem and Coimbatore cum North Arcot (Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) 

Tanjore cum Trichinopoly (Non -Muhammadan 
Rural) 

North Madras (Muhammadan). 


6 Mr. J. M Mehta 


Bombay City (Non-Muhammadan Urban). 


7. Mr. A. 0. Koreishi . . 

8. Mr. Narayan Ramji Gunjal . . 

9. Mr. Baburao Vishwanatha Batane 

10. Capt, Sardar Bhimrao Nago]irao 

Patankar 

11. Mr. Nasservanji Navroji Anblesana 

12. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt 

13. Mr. Joy Kumar Singh Dudhona 

14. Rai Bahadur Rameshwar Prasad Bagla 

16. Mr. Yusuf Imam 

16. Mr. Khayah Ram , . 

17. Kunwar Gajendra Pal Singh . 

18. Sardar Rajindra Singh 

19. Resaldar Anup Singh 

20. Mr. Jagat Naram Lai 

21. Mr. Ram Krishna Jha 

22. Mr N. K. Chaudhuri 

23. Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah 

24. Mr. Kunjilal Dube . . 

26. Rao Sahib Baburao Ramji 

26, Mr, S. G. Jog 

27. Mr. Maganlal 


Bombay Central Division (Muhammadan Rural). 

^Bombay Central Division (Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) 

I Bombay Northern Division (Non-Muhammadan 
I Rural) 

Burdwan Division (Non-Muhammadan Rural). 

1 Presidency Division (Non -Muhammadan Rural) 

Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions (Non-Muham- 
' madan Rural). 

I United Provinces Southern Divisions (Muham- 
madan Rural). 

^Agra Division (Non-Muhammadan Rural). 

East Punjab (Sikh) 

West Punjab (Sikh). 

Patna cum Shahbad (Non- Muhammadan). 

Darbhanga cum Saran (Non-Muhammadan). 

I Chota Nagpur Division (Non-Muhammadan). 

Central Provinces (Muhammadan). 

Central Provinces Hindi Divisions (Non-Muham- 
madan). 

^Berar (Non-Muhammadan). 
xA-jmer-Merwara (General). 



Information promised in reply to starred question No. 1012 ashed by Mr, 0, N, Muthuranga Mudaliar on the 28th March^ 1935, 

Attached Oefices of the Government of India Secretariat. 
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Information promised in reply to part (b) oj- starred question No, 1038 ashed by 
Mr, A, K, Fuzlul Huq on the 26th March, 1935, 

Eegoveby of House Kent from Ticket Collectors on the East Indian 

Eailway. 

(&) Yes. Applieationsi' for remission in whole or in part are being considered 
on the merits of each case. 


Information promised m re, fly to starred question No. 1235 asked hy Pandit 
Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal on the 30th March, 1935. 

Heaeing of Appeals by the Divisional Superintendent op the 
Allahabad Division, East Indian Eailway. 

{a) The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that it is not a fact that appeals 
in the Allahabad Division are always left to be disposed of by the very officers who 
initiate the punishment. Government do not consider that any useful purpose ^ will 
bo served by collecting statistics of appeals personally enquired into by Divisional 
Biiperintendent, Allahabad, in which the orders of subordinate authority were 
reversed. 

(h) Yes, in the eases which are covered by the Rules regulating the discharge 
and dismissal of State Railway iion-gazetted Government servants. 

(c) I'he Chief Opeiatiiig Superintendent personally leviews all appeals that lie to 
him under the Rules 

(d) The orders of the Divisional Superintendent are reversed only if the Chief 
Operating Superintendent on examining the grounds of an appeal which lies to him 
finds that the orders of the Divisional Superintendent are not justified. 


I nforrmtion fromised in refly to starred question No. 1355 asked hy Dr. N. B. 
Khare on the 2nd Afril, 1935. 

Applicability of certain Paragraphs of the State Railway Open Line 
Code, Volume II, on State Railways. 

Many of the rules contained in paragraphs 155 to 302, 319 to 384 and 403 and 
Appendix 8 of State Railway Open Line Code, Volume II, have been superseded by 
iiew rules and regulations. An up to date Establishment Manual is under preparation 
at present, a copy of which will be placed in the Library of the House when 
ready. 

Paragraphs 562 to 589 have been superseded by Volume I of Railway Audit and 
Account Code. 

Appendix 2 of the State Railway Open Line Code, Volume II, has been super- 
ieded by Book of Financial Powers. 

Appendix 3. — The rules for issue of free passes are at present undergoing 
revision, a copy of which will be placed in the Library of the House when ready. 

Appendix 5 is still operative. 

Appendix 6 has been superseded by the State Railway Code (Revised). 

Appendix 10 has been amended to some extent by later orders. 


ELECTION OF A MEMBER TO THE IMPBRIATj COUNCIL OP 
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND ITS GOVERNING BODY. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Order, order. 
12 Noon. ^ inform the Assembly that upto 12 noon on 

Thursday, the .5th September, 1935, the time fixed for 
receiving nominations for the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research 



ELECTION OE A MEMBER TO THE IMPERIAL COUNCIL OF AGRICULT ORAL 5# 
RESEARCH AND ITS GOVERNING BODY. 

and its G-overning Body, only one nomination was received. As there 
is only one vacancy I declare Mr, Muhammad Azhar Ali to be duly elected 
to the Imperial Council of Agricultural Eesearch and its Governing 
Body. 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. President (The Ilononrable Sir Abdur Rahim) . The House 
will now resume consideration of the following motion moved yestei'day 
by the Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 

“ That the Bill to amend the Ciimxnal be taken into consideration/’ 

Mr. K, L. Gatiba (East Central Punjab : Muhammadan) : Mr Presi- 
dent, the Honourable the Home Member i^ef erred to the triple menace of 
terrorism, Communism and eornmunalism 1 am afraid the Honourable 
Member forgot a fourth menace, and a much bigger one, namely, an 
irresponsible executive In 1927 said the Home Member, after 
the Calcutta riots, every Indian newspaper lost its balance.’^ We would 
like to know, Sir, how many Provincial Governments, m the intoxica- 
tion derived from the powers of the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 
1932, kept their balance 1 The Home Member referred to the voiceless 
millions of India. These voiceless millions have had many friends • the 
Morning Post (Laughter), Sir Michael O'Dwyer, and Mr. Winston 
Churchill ! Perhaps the Home Member does not know the silent prayer 
of the voiceless millions— ‘ God save us from our friends ’ " 

The picture of India, Sir, which the Honourable the Home Member 
has painted, is a picture which shows that India is undermined with 
terroristic activity, that it is overrun by Communisms, that eornmunalism 
IS rampant in the country. If these facts are really correct, I am afraid 
the Honourable Member has come to the wrong shop for the wrong 
remedy. If these are the necessities of the situation as he has painted 
it, the proper place for the proper remedy Is the Viceregal Lodge for 
an Ordinance 1 But, Sir, we know that the picture is not the picture 
of the country in substance. Terrorist activity, whatever it was in the 
past, is certainly not now what it was before, — and Communism is a 
much too exaggerated danger It is merely a plea to get powers,^ which 
this House might not otherwise he ready to concede. When, Sir, we 
see officials waxing pathetic over communalism, we are reminded of the 
fact that even crocodiles can weep ! 

The Government, Sir, have come hei*e for legislation. If this 
legislation is to go through, and if this House is to consider that legis- 
lation, it must; be based on four essential facts ; it must be tested by 
four distinct criteria. Firstly, Government must prove that there is a 
present and a proximate necessity Secondly, Government must estab- 
lish that the ordinary law is insufficient to meet the requirements of the 
situation. Thirdly, the Government must give a guarantee that Mie 
powers which they want under the legislation will not be abused. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (Presidency Division : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : What is the value of that guarantee ? 

Mr. K. L. Gauba : Fourthly, Sir, the objects and terms of the legis- 
lation must be clearly and distinctly defined. 
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Let us for a moment consider the question of the present necessity. 
My learned friend referred to a terrorism whicli was rampant. Of course, 
in the case of terrorism, we are supposed to accept the statement that 
lerrorism is rampant. That statement is based not on any published 
facts but merely on confidential records I would remind the House of 
only one thing. In January last, there was a motion for adjournment 
of this House on the que 3 tion of the internment of a Member of this 
Assembly — Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, and the reason for his detention. 
The reason why he had been prevented from coming to this House was 
said to be based on confidential information. The Government could 
not take any of the Leaders of the Parties into confidence over those facts ; 
Government could not even place those facts before three eminent 
Judges for consideration. Sir, those were allegedly very damaging 
facts against an Honourable Member of this House. What happens six 
months after f Government releases Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose 1 I say, 
Sir, if that is tjie test of Government's confidential information, well, we 
know what value to attach to that confidential information. 

Communism is the next of the menaces with which this country is 
alleged to be faced Here also we are expected to accept the statement 
that Commmiisni is rampant. Has the Honourable the Home Member 
put forward any evidence, whatsoever, before this House to convince 
this House that Communism is actually rampant in the country ^ 
We have had a harrowing picture of commuualism in the shape of riots 
of 1926 and 1927, the outbursts of 1921 and the fierce articles of 1930. 
Has the Honourable the Home Member made out any ease on the ground 
of eommunalism in 1935 ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik (Home Member) • I thought that 
was obvious 

Mr. K. L Gauba : On that point I am ready at any time to join 
issue with the Honourable the Home Member. Well, Sir, we are told 
over and over again that India must prove her fitness before she can 
be given a further measure of responsibility. How has she managed the 
powers which have already been given to her ! Well, so far as the 
executive is concerned, I think this House is entitled to put the very 
same test. We entrusted them with certain powers in 1932, and now 
they have come to us for further powers or for the continuation of those 
very powers for ever. We are entitled to know and the country is en- 
titled to ask : You have had three years of these extraordinary 

powers, and how have you used those powers during that time ? " We 
are entitled to put that question, and, unless we get a definite, proper 
and convincing answer, we are not prepared to give them any further 
powers. Sir, we gave them certain powers to meet terrorist activities, 
Communist activities and communal activities, but we did not give them 
power to muzzle the press in such matters as the Quetta earthquake. I 
did not know until last evening, when I was looking at the statement 
which was laid on the table yesterday, that 15 papers bad been penalised 
for articles about the Quetta earthquake. Well, Sir, if the Government 
want powers for terrorism, Communism and eommunalism, the Quetta 
earthquake does not come within that category 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Have you read those articles ? . 
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Mr. K. L. Ganba : You might circulate those articles, and we will 
consider them on one of these days. Well, Sir, day before yesterday, 
there was an intimation in the newspapers that the security of the Ahsan 
of Lahore had been forfeited for an article entitled Government and 
Shahidganj I have not seen that particular article, but from the 
nature indicated by the title of that article it is perfectly clear that that 
article cannot come within either of the three categories mentioned by 
my learned friend opposite. The control and censorship of the press 
during the Shahidganj agitation was not directed towards avoiding so 
much of the conflict between one community and another. . . . 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Question 

Mr. K L. Gauba : . . . . . . as to conceal the illegal acts, violent acts 
and unjustifiable acts of the military and the Punjab Government. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Oh, no 

Mr K. L. Gauba : The Honourable the Home Member may say 
Oh, no ’’ over and over again, but he knows it definite^, and every 
Member of the Punjab Government knows it well, that on the question of 
Shahidganj they are not prepared to< face an inquiry. If that is the 
ease, hov can they blame us if we put the worst interpretations on tlieir 
avoiding of an inqun^. 

Well, Sir, one could understand if the Government of India had 
come to this House and said : You gave us powers then and they were 
emergent powers In 1932, we were desperately m need of legislaiion and 
the clauses of the Bill of 1932 were passed in a hurry. We think that those 
powers are necessary in the interests of the country and in a case of neces- 
sity, justice, equity and good conscience may he over-ridden. Now, that 
necessity has gone but we still want those powers. We have no objection 
if those powers are put into legal and proper form.^’ But, Sir, Govern 
nient have done absolutely nothing of the kind. They have put forward 
the legislation of 1932 and 1931, mutatis rmtandis^ for this Hpuse In re- 
enact in periietuit.y. I will refer to only one instance. Take section 7 
regarding jucketing. Now, what was the case which the Honourable the 
Home Member made out as regards picketing f After all, it is a very 
important provision and great deal of the speech of the Honourable the 
Home klember was devoted to picketing. What case did he make^ out 
of picketing ? He said there had been picketing in the Maclagan Eiigi- 
neeriiig College at Jjahore ; there had been picketing in the Technical 
College of Lahore ; and there had been picketing in a cinema at Amritsar. 
The Maclagan Engineering College incident is, I think, fresh to most 
Members of this House. That was not directed against Governumnt but 
the feelings of the students were outraged by certain remarks which are 
alleged to have ])een made by the Principal of that college. The dispute 
over the Hindu I’echnieal College, Lahore, was more or less of a similar 
character. As regards the cinema incident, we are entitled to ask whether 
one cinema ineideni m Amritsar is a sufficient argument or a sufiicient 
reavson tc; saddle tbe whole of the country with legislation of this charac- 
ter That is the type of argument and reasoning which has been put 
forward. Sir, I came here yesterday with an absolutely open mind ^ If 
Government bad made out a clear and convincing case of the necessities 
of this situation', ! think many Members of this House would have been 
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ready to giv’^e this legis'^ation their best consideration. But so far they 
have made out no ease at all 

Sir, I will refer to the Bill in a very slight detail. Miglit I draw 
the attention of the House to section 5 of the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act ? This section refers (o the reproduction of certain boot'^s, nawn 
papers and documents which have been proscribed The procedure iaiil 
down in the section is, that if Government takes any objection to any 
reproduction, it will issue a certificate to a Court and that Court must 
regard that eerd/ieate as hnai m the nature of its being either Sf^ditmus 
or otherwis(\ We are not having emergent legislation now. We are 
considering an Act wdiich Government want to be permanently placed on 
the Statute-book. Tf Government really want a section of this kind, the 
proper wording for it should be, that if any Court on a prosecution lodged 
by Government is of the opinion that a particular proscribed passage or 
seditious passage has been reproduced, the Court having arrived at that 
decision might conmet the offender. If Government is to institute the 
prosecution, if Government is to be the judge, why sliouldnT Government 
itself pass the senlence Why shouldnT the Local Governmout itself 
issue a warrant of arrest, take the man and lodge him in prison instead 
of going through the farce of a proceeding in a Court of law That is one 
instance of the enide phraseology, the crude provisions of this Act. Look 
at section 16 yection 16 adds various clauses to the powers giMUi under 
the Emergency Press Act of 1931 In 1931, it was considered suOleient 
to control the Press in respect of certain articles about terrorist and those 
persons who praLsed murder. If that was the case in 1931, how is the 
.situation in the country worse in 1935 to justify the continuance of sec- 
tion 16. 

There is one (juestion on which I think every Honourable Member of 
this House has a right to demand of Government a frank and straight- 
forward answer Do the Government want this legislation to meet terro- 
rism, Communism or communalism ? Are the Government 'willing to 
eonfme this Act for these three purposes ? Or are they taking this Act 
from ns on the pretext of three purposes but in reality to be employed for 
50 purposes afterwards. Sir, I think before this House decides whether 
it is to give this Bill consideration or not, we should have from the Gov- 
ernment a clear and frank answer on this subject, namely, whether Gov- 
ernment really want this Act to meet these three purposes only or whether 
they want it for otlior ])urp'Oses and whether the Government are prepared 
to confine the provisions of this Act to the three purposes which tiie 
Hcmourable the Home Member has mentioned. 

There is another question w^hicli I think the Honourable the Home 
Member should anKSW<^r for the benefit of Honourable Members of this 
House, namely, w'hether he wants this Bill as it stands, word for word, 
letter for letter or whether he is prepared to consider here on the floor 
of the House with the Members of this House fair and proper amendments 
to this Bill. 

The Honourable Sir He33ry Oraik : Certainly 

Tf hear from the Honourable the 

Home Member that he is open to consider proper amendments. 
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Mr. S. Satyanrarti (Madras City ; Non-Muhammadan Urban) : Will be 

accept them “f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 1 did not say, accept. Obyioii&lv 
I cannot commit myself in advance. 

^ ^ Mr K. L. G-anba Neither, do we commit onrseives to accept the 
Bill in the final form in which it might appear. (Hear, hear.) The 
purpose of the Bill has been stated to be to help the new Govenuaents 
that are coming into force. Well, Sir, I think that the new Governments, 
like those voiceless millions, can be left to look after themselves. The 
new Governments have been amply armed. Their armoury is full of 
defensive weapons, safeguards, Ordinances, individual d!iscr,etions. If 
there were any armaments required for the new Governments, I am: sure 
Mr. Winston Church ill would have discovered them. I do not wish to 
detain the House any longer All I wish to say is this and I say it frank- 
ly and openly to llm Honourable the Home Member opposite that vso 
far as the Bill siand-^' in its present form, it is entirely unacceptable 
(Applause) to every community in this country. (Hear, hear.'' In any 
othci' form one cannot say, but in its present form, it is an insult to the 
intelligence of this House (Hear, hear) and it is an insult to the people 
of this country ( Ajiplause ) 

Mr. G. Morgan (Bengal : European) : Mr. Presidem, before I state 
the views of the European Group on the motion before the House, I desire 
to congratulate most heartily my Honourable friend, Mr. Griffiths, on 
his excellent maiden speech. I may say. Sir, tliat it is the best maiden 
speech I have ever heard in this House. My Honourable friend showed 
a complete grasp of the subject, and from what I could see, no one in 
this Honourable House was more astonished than my Honourable friend, 
Mr Sal} amurti 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : That he could make such a gooa case out of a 
bad one. 

Mr. G. Morgan : Sir, I have risen to support the resolution before 
the House. 

My Honourable friend JMr Satyamurti stated that the Opposition in 
opposing this resolution were acting under a deep sense of responsibility. 
Sir, I say that to vote against this resolution would show that one had 
no conception of what one’s responsibility was as a Member of this House, 
or what was one's duly to India. 

My Honourable friend Mr Satyamurti stated that if his 

Mr. Satyamurti . You will always vote with the Government. That 
is your sense of r<?sponsibility 

Mr. G. Morgan : My Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti, stated that 
if his Party were in power they could rule the country without this Bill. 
He is an optimist. Mr. Satyamurti ’s points were, in the course of a long 
speech, three, so far as I could gather : 

1. That Government were seeking to rule by executive action with- 
out any interference from Courts of law. 
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2. To suppress all journalists who were not friendly to Govern- 

ment. 

3. That the ordinary law of the land was quite suf6cient to cope 

with all subversive activities, and objectionable press publi- 
cations. 

Sir, with regard to the first point, no one in their senses could 
interpret this Bill as meaning what Mr. Satyamhirti says it does. 

The second point is pure imagination on my friend's part. 

The third point, in regard to the press, the House has been assured 
that the existing Act is an obstructive measure which makes it practi- 
cally impossible for responsible journalists to carry on their vrork. The 
answers to questions recently put in the Bengal Legislative Council reveal 
that only in an insignhcant number of cases have deposits been forfeited, 
which seems to show that no very great hardship exists. There is no 
foreign country where the press is so free as in India, as a perusal of 
the daily papers shows. 

Under the Act of 1932, a large number of presses have been started. 
So it cannot be argued that the Act has been a deterrent to journalists. 
Can it be said that there has been any misuse of the Act of 1932 ? 

The press is at liberty to criticise Government. This legislation is 
designed not to restrict that freedom, but to prevent open incitement of 
people to lawlessness, and sympathy with subversive crime. No one in 
this Honourable House can ob;)ect to that No one can say that this 
legislation interferes with the real liberty of the press. No decently run 
]>ress has anything to fear. The press is absolutely free to carry on the 
activities for which the press is intended. 

I would refer the Honourable Members to the explanations at the 
foot of section 16 which is retained. 

Sir, when I was taking notes yesterday morning, I put down cinemato- 
graph vs. press pamphlets, &c., but my Honourable friend, Mr. Griffiths, 
has already made the point I had hoped to make. 

Sir, GovOTiiment desire to continue the powers they have at present 
to curb certain subversive activities, which Government have reiterated, 
time after time, they cannot do under the ordinary law of the land. My 
Honourable friend, Mr. Griffiths, has explained this point very clearly. 
The ordinary law as slated by the Honourable the Home Member has no 
terror fur those who decide on revolutionary activities. 

Now, Sir, the opposition say the Bill is unnecessary, because, 

(1) Emergency has gone and the country is now quiet. 

(2) The ordinary law is sufficient. 

But in fact though the country is quiet this is only because the Civil 
Disobedience Movement is quiescent and Congress themselves have 
emphasised that Civil Disobedience has only been suspended, and not 
abandoned But this argument — ^namely that Civil Disobedience has been 
suspended and that therefore the Bill is unnecessary — is, as a matter of 
fact, off the point, because as the Statement of Objects and Reasons shows, 
the sections of the existing Acts, directed against special features of the 
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Civil Disobedience 2Ioveinent, have been dropped in the Bill now before 
the House. 

Sir, I repeat the Bill is a preventive measure designed to fill in gaps in 
the Indian Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code. As the Honour- 
able the Home^ Member has explained, these are not sufiieient under 
modern conditions to cope with certain forms of subversive or lawless 
activity. 

Sir, the drastic sections 6 and 8 of Act 23 of 1932 have been dropped. 

The main ))rovisions of the new Bill are designed : 

1. to deal with picketing, 

2. to enable Government to take action in connection with premises 

.and funds used for the purpose of unlawful associations, 

3. to extend the period of the Indian Press Emergency Powders AcL 

1931. 

Under section 003 of the I. P. C the intention is clear tliat 
picketing should be unlawful, but as the experience of recent years has 
shown this form of l^iwless activity has been and is being used against 
iiuiividuals who do not share the political, social or economic views of the 
picketers, or (as in some cases) are simply trade rivals. Section 7 of 
2^ ct 23 of 1932 remains, therefore, urgently necessary. Moreover it 
siiould not be forgotten that, as a safeguard against its abuse, it only 
comes into force in areas notified by the Provincial Governments and 
action can only be taken upon it on reports made by senior police officers. 

In regard to serjtion 13 of the Act of 1932 this section remains as 
necessary today as it was in 1932, to enable Government to deal with un- 
lawful bodies such as communist or terrorist organisations. The Honour- 
able the Home Member has explained fully the reasons for this section 
and I heartily support him.. 

Sir, I share with the Honourable the Home Member the desire to make 
this Bill a permanent Act on the Statute-book. 

If it is of a temporary nature, those who are busy with subversive acti- 
vities will always cherish the hope that the Act may not be renewed. In 
any case Honourable Members are aware that an Act can always be re- 
pealed. 

Hr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Today being 
Friday, I adjourn the House now to 2-15 pm. The Honourable Member 
can resume his speccli when the House meets again. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter Past Two of 
the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. Pre>si(ient (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


STATEMENT OP BUSINESS 

The Hoiioumble Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member ) : Sir, with your 
permission, I desire to make a statement as to the probable couise of 
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Grovernment business in the week beginning Monday, the 9th September. 
Yon have ali^eady directed, Sir, that in that week the Assembly shall sit 
for official business on Monday, the 9th, Tuesday, the 10th, Wednesday, the 
11th, Thursday, the 12th, and Friday, the 13th. 

On Monday’’, the first item of business will be a motion for the election 
of a Member to* the Standing Advisory Committee for the Indian Posts and 
Telegraphs Department Leave will then be asked to introduce a Bill to 
supplement the Central Provinces Courts Act, 1917. Thereafter, the dis- 
cussion of the motion to take the Criminal Law Amendment Bill into 
consideration will be resumed Honourable Members will realise that it 
is difficult for me to say at this stage how much time will be occupied 
next week by this Bill. All that I can say is that, if time allows, w^e shall 
proceed to dispose of business left unfinished on Tuesday’s List, and, 
thereafter, we shall take the consideration of the Payment of Wages Bill 
as reported by the Select Committee. 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL— cunM. 

Mr. G. Morgan : Sir, the Honourable the Home Member referi’ed 
to four things which have to be guarded against, namely, (1) Civil Dis- 
obedience, (2) Terrorism, (3) Communism, and (4) Communal Unrest My 
friend, Mr. Gauba, mentioned another, I think, and that was the irrespon- 
sible executive, but he forgot that the new Government of India Act was 
legislation to accomplish the very ob,iect he had in view. With regard 
to Nos. 1, 2 and 4, we know more or less where we are, but, with regard 
to No. 3, Communism, we are in considerable danger. It is a much 
bigger thing than any of the other three. Communism is in open conflict 
with the democratic as well as the capitalistic system In this connection, 
I would like to quote what the Bulgarian Communist declared at a recent 
meeting of International Communists in Moscow held early in August. 
He declared that Communists must remain irreconcilable enemies to every 
Bourgeois Government. He said that Communists must constantly 
endeavour to persuade their fellovr workers that overthrow of existing 
Governments and establishment of proletariat dictatorships are the only 
final solution. Those wdio favour democratic institutions would do well 
to take note of this fact. The Honourable the Home Member has pointed 
out that the Congress views would be opposed by Communism. My friend, 
Mr. Gauba, said that Communism was a much exaggerated thing, that Gov- 
ernment could not prove that Communism was rampant in India. That 
may be so, but we do not want to wait until anything is rampant in the 
country to pass the necessaiy laws to enable the Government to deal with 
any situation which may arise. We should not wait until the danger has 
got to such a pitch when it can be called rampant and then have to take 
much more drastic measures than a measure of this description to check it. 

Sir, to conclude, we support this resolution, because we feel that it 
IS in the best interests of India. I come from Bengal, and I endorse 
every word spoken by my friend, Mr. Griffiths. We wish to save the 
youth of this country from all subversive crime and we wish Govern- 
ment to have all powers that are necessary to achieve their object, and 
aave India from disaster. ^ 
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Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah (Sind Jagirdars and Zamindara * 
Landholders) : Sir, I will not take much time of this House. I shall 
make only a few observations. The Honourable the Home Member has 
in his lucid statement told us the objects of tins Bill, and those object i 
are to check terrorism, Communism, Civil Disobedience and commimal 
unrest. Before I show this House the necessity for this legLslation, I 
will deal ^vith the various objections that have been raised in this House 
against this measure I requesi Honourable Members to consider this 
measure on its merits Face the facts as they are, and don't be led away 
by prejudices or fancies. 

Now, Sir, I shall first deal with the objection that was raised by the 
Opposition, including my friend, Mr. Gauba, whom I don’t see here 
He said there was no necessity for emergency laws, because we can deal 
with all these by the ordinary laws. I may remind the House that this 
is an emergency measure. When the Government find that this cannot 
deal with some of these evils by the ordinary law, when they find that 
they cannot {adequately and eifectively deal with some of the activities 
or movements w?-hich are not covered by any of the existing laws, this 
must bring forward a measure which can effectively deal with all these 
evils, and, therefore, they have brought forw^ard this Bill. Take, for 
instance, terrorism. No doubt, it can be dealt with by the ordinaiy law', 
but what has been the result ? In most eases, we cannot get evidence 
When witnesses come forward to give evidence, what is their fate < They 
are shot dowm. Therefore, Sir, special measures are necessary to deal 
with evils like terrorism. My friend, Mr. Gauba, said that he would not 
be satisfied till Government had made out a strong case in justification 
of this measure and proved that terrorism was rampant I wall draw^ his 
attention to the debate in this Assembly last March in Delhi, when the 
Honourable the Leader of the House quoted a catalogue of cases which 
W’ere the reports of judicial proceedings of Courts and proved that 
terrorism was rampant, and if my friend likes it, I will make a present 
oi those proceedings to him. Sir, even when Government have these 
emergency powers, there are the terrorist crimes committed, and the 
Honourable the Leader of the House had quoted a number of cases that 
had occurred from 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1934, 1935 and 1936 

Mr. T. S Avinashilingam Ohettiar (Salem and Coimbatore cum 
North Arcot : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Not 1935 or 1936 1936 has 

yet to come. (Loud Laughter from Opposition Benches.) 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Sir, I am used to these laughters. 
When things are unpalatable, you can only laugh. I am quite used to 
tl.ese laughters for the last 14 years 1 am used to laughters even at my 
home, because I have four noisy boys who create laughter (Interrup- 

tions.) 

Pandit Nilakantha Das (Orissa Division : Non Muhammadan) : 
Why do you alw’^ays speak unpalatable things then ? 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : 1 have very good experience. 
You never listen to reason. Whenever tnitli is told to you, you never 
listen. Everybody must have patience to hear the other side. Afterwards, 
you may decide the ease as you like. I do not like interruptions. Other- 
wise, I will every time interrupt you, it is hardly fair to a speaker to inter- 
rupt him incessantly. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur RaiiimJ : The Honour- 
able Member can go on. The Chair hopes Honourable Members will not 
interrupt him. 

Sir Ghalam Hussain Hidayatallah : Otherwise I will also adopt the 
same ladies. I now come to picketing. On that point I join issue with 
my Honourable friend, Mr Satyamurti, that it is an offence under the 
Indian Penal Code. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : On a point of personal explanation, Sir. I said 
picketing carried on by unlawful or illegal means is an offence under the 
ordinary criminal law of the land 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Not picketing by itself. That 
is my point And I may tell my Honourable friend, Mr. Gauba, that had 
he been, as we were, in the thick of the fight in Bombay when there was 
Civil Disobedience, he would have found in every street and in every 
market pickding, boycotting and nothing else 

Mr K L. Gauba : That is an old story now. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : They have suspended it, the 
Honourable Member should realise they may revive that movement any 
time. (Interruptions.) I object to all these interruptions. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahan) : The Honour- 
able Member does not like to be interrupted, and the Chair hopes that 
Honourable Members on the Opposition Benches wdll give him a chance 
to speak without being interrupted. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : They are talking of the liberty 
o£ speech, the liberty of the citizen. Is this not restraining the liberty 
of speech ? As regards picketing almost all the commercial associations 
in the City of Bombay, I am speaking from memory, were tired of this 
picketing. They actually made representations to the Government of 
Bombay to tighten the law in regard to picketing. I am sorry I do not 
find my Honourable friends from Bombay. 

Some Honourable Members : Here we are, half a doz(‘n are here 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Those who made those repre- 
sentations I mean. How can you know of those representations when they 
were against you ? Those representations were made, I am speaking from 
memory, by the Millowmers' Association and several other commercial 
associations. 

An Honourable Member : Mainly European. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Indians also. And when GoV' 
ernment want to make picketing an offence, my Honourable friends oppose 
it. Suppose picketing is an offence under the ordinary law, it will not 
ccrve the purpose unless, as provided in the Bill, it is made cognisable 
and non-bailable. Whenever any person has protested against picketing, 
what has been his fate ? The pieketers redouble their efforts to harass 
him, and they make his life miserable by picketing, by social boycott and 
other means. Therefore, the object will not be served unless the picketer 
is at once arrested and is not released on bail. If he is released on bail 
he #ill si art picketing again and the very object will be frustrated My 
Honourable friend, Mr Satyamuxffi, says that section 7 wull be directed 
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a«:aiDst temperance and swadeshi movements. I may assure him, if he 
reads the section carefully, he will find that if those movements are carried 
on peacefully by mere speeches, by persuation, by distributing leaflets, 
they ivill not come under this section at all. My reading of that section 
is, that intention to coerce followed by overt acts will be an offence. 
Therefore, the legiiimate activities of temperance and Swadeshi movements 
cannot be covered by this section 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division : Non- Muhammadan 
Eural) : They have been covered. 

Sir Gliulam Hussaiin Hidayatallah : I do not knon . 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : I was convicted. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Another poini that was made by 
the Opposition was that public opinion has not supported this Bill. May 
1 ask the opponents of this Bill, have they produced any evidence ihal any 
public association has opposed this Bill f 

An Honourable Member : Every association. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Where are they ? What are 
they ^ Who are their leaders ? I have not received any complaint. What 
is public opinion f Are not the members of local Legislatures represenia- 
iives of public opinion Have they not passed three years ago supple- 
mental^" legislation to this legislation, and T assure this House that even 
supplementary legislation with regard to this present Bill will be passed 
in all the provinces. They are the representatives of the people, (inter- 
ruption.) You may the press is against these provisions, hut I may 
tell the House that the opinion oE the press is divided , the sober and 
moderate press is in favour of the measure, only the extremist section is 
afraid of being affected by this Bill. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know which Indian newspaper has sup- 
ported this Bill ? 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : (Interruptions.) We have two 
Hindu Associations — the Hindu Mahasabha, and the Sind Hindu Associa- 
tion. What is their programme for the new Assembly of Sind ? They 
.say they will oppose the activities of the Congress. Openly they have 
declaied in the press, and I challenge anybody to contradict it. 

" Mr Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadao Rural) : They 
have not done so yet 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : But I know they have done so. 
Then, the Muhammadans are against these subversive activities, aud they 
form three-fourths of the population of Sind. So, I have popular support 
at my back in what I say. 

An Honourable Member : What is the percentage of people behind 
you ^ 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : The whole of Sind. I represent 
the Hindu and Muhammadan Zamindars and Jagirdars of Sind, those who 
have a stake in the country, and some of them have 15,000 to 20,000 
tenants. (Interruption.) The other argument that I heard against this 
Bill is that it will interfere with the liberty of the citizens It has been 
replied to, that every law to a certain extent interferes with the liberty 
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660 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[6th Sep, 1935. 


[Sir Glmlam Hussain Hidayatailali ] 

of the citizen. Is not picketing and boycotting interference with the libert 3 r 
of the people f What is this measure going to do Restoring the liberty 
of those whose liberty has Iqeen restrained by pieketin.g and by boycotting. 
It will only restrain the liberty of those who wish to restrain the liberty of 
the ordinary citizen. 

Now, Sir, the question was whether this legislation should be made 
permanent or not. The Honourable the Home Member gave very cogent 
reasons on that subject When w^e have temporary legislation we raise 
hopes in the minds of people that it wdli expire and those affected by the 
iegislation will think of renewing their activities In the aneantime, 
they organise themselves My friend, Mr. Satyamurti, said that the 
Congress is not going to withdraw the Civil Disobedience Movement and 
that confirmed my belief that they want to resort again to their picketing, 
disobedience and boycott. Therefore, I am convinced that the measure 
should be made permanent. It seems from their attitude that they will 
not work the reforms but wreck them, and how can they do it if these 
emergency laws are on the 3tatute-book. They do not want the new 
I'fiiiisters should have this additional weapon in their armoury to deal with 
them. Now, Sir, as regards the temporary legislation, I may quote a case 
cited by the Leader of the House. He says : 

“ I would ask Members of tins House to realise the fact that this apparent 
quiescenee for four years did not mean that if pressure were relaxed theie was not 
going to be any further trouble. In this trial, letters written by or to some of these 
six detenus or six leaders, whatever one might like to call them, weie exhibited, from 
which it appears that one was actually writing to the others that now that the 
Ordinance has dropped and we are not being watched by the police, this is the time 
for us to prepare. 

So, Sir, those who oppose this Bill are afraid that if this Act is made 
permanent, they will have no time for preparation. 

Now, I come to terrorism. Is it still in existence or is it dead ? The 
Honourable the Leader of the House had quoted a number of cases. I 
shall not waste tlie tune of the House by repeating them. Terrorism is 
still in existence in spite of these laws and but for these laws, it would 
have been still worse. When terrorism exists, are we not justified in legis- 
lating this measure ? 

I now come to Communism It is also making rapid strides. The 
Honourable Members who belong to the Congress know that there is a 
Cemmunist party in the Congress also but their platform is quite different. 

1 think the day is not far distant when they will capture the Congress and 
my friends will be a back number. Now, I will quote the reply of the 
Honourable the Home Member to a question on the 14th August, 1934, by 
Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : 

‘ ' In its dr^ft platform of action the communist party of India has, amongst 
others, laid down the following : 

(1) The complete independence of India by the violent overthrow of British 
rule, (2) the cancellation of all debts, (3) the abolition of the Indian 
States, (4) the creation of an Indian Federal Workers and Peasant 
Soviet Republic, (5) the confiscation without compensation of all the 
lands, forest and other property of landlords, Ruling Princes, Churches, 
British C-overnment ofScials and money-lendeis and handing them over 
for the use of the toiling peasantry. 

The more important of the stated methods by which the communist party propose 
to achieve these ends are (1) to develop a general strike and convert into a general 
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political stiikOj (2) to develop a spontaneous peasant movement fox the non-payment 
of rent, debts and taxes into an all-India movement directed into channels of agrarian 
revolution, and (3) to spread revolutionary propaganda among soldiers and police 
and to explain to them the necessity of their armed insurrection togethei with the 
masses of the country, against British rule.’’ 

Now, Sir, how can any Government satisfy the communist unless they 
abdicate When such a movement exists, is not Government justified in 
having this emergency Bill f 

Now, I come to communal strife We must all admit to our shame 
and humiliation tliat we have not been able to compose our differences. It 
is no use throwing the blame on the third party. 

An Honourable Member : So long as ^obs are there. 

Sir Gliulam Hussain Hidayatallah : I have heard the leaders of the 
Hindu community say '' Hindustan is for the Hindus I did not want 
to say this, but you are compelling me to speak about it. Those feelings 
are there I think, on that matter, the less said the better. 

Now, I come to the Civil Disobedience Movement. Had it been with- 
drawn, there was a case to ask Government to drop certain sections which 
might be directed against that. What is the past history of the Congress ? 
It might be non-violent in theory but, m practice, I will show you what 
they have been doing. What is picketing ? By boycott and picketing they 
have sought to destroy the whole trade, commerce and industry of the City 
of Bombay Now, Sir, what have they been doing in regard to the various 
murders committed by the terrorists ? What resolutions have they been 
passing ^ They have' been passing resolutions condemning the murders, 
but praising the murderers. (Hear, hear ) What have they said of the 
various murderers ? They have eulogized them for their patriotism, for 
their heroism, and have held them up as martyrs for the country. What 
is the effect of such resolutions on the impressionable minds of young 
students f Weil, the student will say it is a good thing to be a martyr, 
to sacrifice one’s life for the country. What has the greatest man of India, 
Mahatma Gandhi, said about these resolutions ^ He calls them^ a form of 
self-deception ,* he says, these resolutions are against the principles of 
non-violence I think there cannot be a greater authority than the 
Jfahatma who has condemned these resolutions of the Congress. 

An Honourable Member : Do you follow him ? 

Sir Gimlam Hussain Hidayatallah : Well, wherever his theories are 
not destructive. (Laughter.) 

An Honourable Member : The Deputy Mahatma 1 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Sir, I will not waste the time 
of this Honourable House by quoting various cases that were already 
quoted at one of the meetings of the last Assembly by the Honourable the 
Leader of the House, showing the connection of some of the members and 
office-bearers of the Congress with the terrorist movement. 

Now, Sir, I come to deal with the various clauses. Objection was 
taken firk to clause 5. Sir, the object of clause 5 is this. Under the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act the executive Government has the power 
of proscribing any publication whether it be a hook, newspaper or anything 
else. Now they have under that Act that power already. They are not 
seeking that power now. They want to make penal the republication 
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under this clause. If the Government have the pouter to proscribe, and 
they have no power to punish re-publication that power is not effective. 
Therefore they are seeking this power. Already the Legislature has given 
the executive the power of proscribing We should not mis-interpret this 
clause 5. Then, Sir, clause 7 only puiiislies “ whoever with intent to cause 
any person to abstain from doing or to do any act which such person has 
a right to do or to abstain from doing, obstructs or uses violence to or 
intimidates such person or member of his family or p.erson in his employ, 
etc., etc.”~swadeshi or temperence movement will not be affected by this 
clause. Again to clause 11, Sir, some objection was raised. Under the 
Criminal La.w Amendment Act Goverument has already the pow«r of 
declaring any association illegal , that is, the executive i*s already armed 
with that power, but the further power that they want is to take posses- 
sion of the place where these subversive activities are beincr carried on 
and to confiscate the moveable property and all the funds” with which 
those activities are eariied on. feo the executive has already Ihe power ■ 
but to make that power effective, these clauses are added. Sir I do not 
want to say anything about the Pit It has been dealt with ’verr ahlv 
by our new recruit to this Assembly, my Honourable friend, Mr. Gi-iffiihs 
from Midnapore, the hot-bed of terrorists (Hear, heart ■ and I must 
congratulate him on his very able maiden speech, and on Ihe excelleut 
he has placed the case. (Loud and Prolonged Cheers ! 
With these remarks. Sir, I support the motion. 

XT Krishna Kant Malaviya (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions : 

Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I had no mind to intervene in this debate 
w ^ matter of fact, I had requested the Honourable the 

Home Member yesterday to supply me with a proof copy of his sweeh 
so that I might be able to refer to it and not rely uppn my 
memory alone I had planned, Sir, that I would speak on tte 
ihird or the fourth day of the debate, after having enjoyed the pri- 
having listened to the speeches of all the supporters of the Bill 
and after having heard all that could be urged in favour of this Bill. But 
as we know. Sir, in tius world of ours, man is a mere creature of cireum- 
stances. He proposes, God disposes, and so, inspite of me, the speech of 
the Honourable Member from Midppore has driven me to ky feet But 
beioie I take up his speech, I, -with your permission, Sir would like to 

Applause.) His zeal, his earnestness and the manner in which 
he defended this outrageously indefensible Bill, in spite of the facf that 
his was a hostile speech, lias v'on our admiration. I hope Sir that in 

inear, he^),~tor I think these are the essential qualificatioiK whicli 

necessary for the officials of the Front Treasury Bench™ Xfarafhp^^ 

7s;SrT 

inSon 1«» This Bill is 

He^anentaiT tfeWof 05 of even 

«npn arj rignts ot a man. Sir, I have been a journalist for the last 
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25 years and more. A magistrate does not and cannot know what we 
have to suffer from. He cannot even imagine all that It is only ^^e, 
poor editors, who know where the shoe pinches, how and where it hurts 
and how it draws the blood from our bare bodies I wish I had the ea^e 
and the advocacy of the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition. I wish 
I had the debating skill, the power of repartee 'aind the fluency^ of my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti. I wish that, for pleading this cause 
of mine, I had the analytical power of the Leader of my Party, 
the Honourable Mr. Aney, and I wish I had the choice of language and 
diction of my Honourable friend, Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai. Sir, I know, 

I can demolish every argument that has been advanced by the supporters 
of the Bill. Truth is on my side, justice is on my side, and mine is the 
cause of righteousness, the defence of the God-given gift of freedom of 
expression. This tongue would be a useless thing if it did not exert 
itself ill defence of its own birth right I do not, Sir, remember exactly 
the name of the person wlio< said it, but it has been said by a great 
thinker that all the evils of this world w'ould have disappeared 
had not the man gagged the babbling child friom saying his innermost 
thoughts This was said in by-gone ages. In our own day. Sir, a great 
writer, a great thinker, has said that : 

* ‘ The iwan whose tongue is constricted by laws or taboos against free speech, 
whose pen is constricted by the censorship, whose loves are constricted by an ethic 
which considers jealousy a better thing than affection, whose childhood has been 
iniTinsoned in a code of manners and whose youth has been drilled in a cruel orthodox.y, 
will feel against the world] that hampers him the same rage that is felt by the infant 
\ihoso arms and legs are held motionless.’^ 

The aulbor of these lines is no less than Bertraud Russell, an illus- 
trious countryman of the Honourable the Home Mem- 
^ her. I leave this point here. I will not argue it. It 

can take care of itself. 

Sir, the House had had a glimpse into the life of an administrator 
through the eyes of the Honourable Member from Mdnapore. I beg you, 
Sir, just to have a glimpse into the life of a poor editor who has to- look 
after the management of the press, the editing of the paper, and also to 
beg, borrow iolr steal and find money for the press to make both ends meet. 
The Honourable Member from Midnapore narrated his own experiences, 
and I will, with your permission. Sir, narrate mine. My troubles began 
soon after the Press Act v as passed in 1910 Fortunately or unfortunately, 
I claim a smattering knowledge of international politics and affairs. 
About the year 1912-13, I began a series of articles in my paper Abliy^daya^ 
the title of which was Sansar’-Sankai or the World Crisis In this 
series I forecasted a world war in the near future. 1^ said, Sir, that 
England and Germany would fight, that England was itching for a war to 
annihilate Germany and that Germany was dying to strangle the tliroat 
of England. T do not exactiy remember at this late date what exactly 
I had written. But whatever I wrote was the preeurser of troubles. 
I began to be sent for by the magistrates of my town and received v'am- 
ings and advices. When the war began, I perhaps wrote that if only 
Sir Edward Grey, may his soul rest in peace, had spoken out his mind and 
had told Germany that he would make a drastic jump in, there would 
have been no war and no bloodshed This was more than the little 
Mughal could bear, and I wias again sent for to be reprimanded, advised 
and cajoled. The greatest trouble began, Sir, when I advocated the 
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cause of Turkey. I am not praising myself, but if the files of the Indian 
newspapers were to be ransiaeked, it will be proved that the Abhyudaya 
was, if not the first, the second paper in the country to x^aise its feeble 
voice in defence of Turkey, ‘fhe late lamented Maulana Muhammad Ali 
of sacred memory, with his big brother, was in internment, and tliose who 
were free would not come forward ?«nd do something for Turkey. I j‘e- 
member to have gone in vain from door to door begging my Mussalman 
friends to agree to be, conveners of a public meeting to raise a \miee in, 
favour of Turkey. But, by this time, a new Mughal had come to my 
district, and one of his first acts was to send for me and ask me as to 
why should I, a Hindu, raise a cry like this when the Miissalmans them- 
selves did not much care. I gave the reply that I would raise a cry on 
behalf of any country, even England, if I find that England was siinied 
against and the blood of humanity was going to be shed. The lii'.tory 
of such magisterial invitations will be a ^nlmninous document, and Ty 
therefore, will not refer to all of them, but will describe only one of them. 
I wrote something about Zanzibar, Africa or the Gold Coast of Africa. 
I xvas sent for, and a discussion about Africa in general began. I would 
not yield and the little Nawab was a short-tempered man. He was a very 
good man otherwise, and I never had an occasion to have any complaint 
against liirn. To cut short the story, our voices became louder, we got 
excited and it was not unlikely that we might have come to blows or 
have thrown our chairs at each other’s heads but for the providential 
appearance of the lady of the house who took her husband away for tea 
and thus the interview ended abruptly. The Honourable Member from 
Midnapore asked wliether the Government should allow^ every Tom, Dick 
and Harry to seduce innocent youths for terrorist purposes. I wash 
to ask him, in all humility, through you, Sir, whether it is right and 
proper that e-\ery Tom, Dick and Harry, who does not see beyond his nose 
and who knows precious little, should have the power to send for us, 
tender us unsolicited and gratis advice and tell us what is right, what is 
wwoiig, wdmt is proper and what is improper T know, )Sir, the^se Mughals 
know pi-ecions little. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan ^'Agra Division : Muhammadan 
Rural) : Why not say Brahmins 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : I do not figl^ shy of that word 
but my difficulty i^s that Brahmins were poor and were nev^er Kings. 
Well, Sir, these good friends have no time to study and they have not 
got up-to-date knowledge of anything. I ask, Sir, through you, my 
IJonourable Mend, whether invitations and curtain lectures like these 
hurt or do not hurt our sense of self-respect, whether all this is not an 
insult to cur intelligence and whether the treatment accorded to us is not 
galling to the extreme. I want to know from the Honourable the Home 
Slember ais to what is going on in Bengal today T crave the indulgence 
of this House to read a few extracts from an admirable welcome address 
by Sreejut Mrinala Kanti Bose, the talented editor of the Amrifa Bazar 
Pairika^ the address which he delivered as the Chairman of the Reception 
Qommittee of the all-India Journalist Conference. Under the heading 
Operation of laws ”, he says : 

^ ^ A sum of Bs. 23,200 was provided in the budget and the officer was appointed 
in 1030. $incJe then we, in Bengal, particularly those of the Calcutta Press, are 
being advised by successive Press Officers who have all belonged to what has been 
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describi-d as tin* liecivcii bom serv’^ce^ that is the Indian Ozvil Berviee, I do not know 
^\hal yooi* idea about the adviee is We, paiiiculaily those among us who are 
supposed to lijne long i)assed the age of adoloscence in oui mutual relations generally 
speaking, resent adwe that is given grans oi unsolieitecl. But in tins particular case, 
the Press olhcer^s advice is moie often than not given not oiiij gratis but misolleitecl. 
It IS not permissible for me to state all that I have come to know of what happens 
belrnci the purdah and weie I to attempt to do it, you imH feel no doubt consideiably 
interested, and 1 shall run the risk of being hauled up foi libel, for though the Indian 
JoLiriialisla Assoeiatioii, instructed praetieally by all the leading journalists of Oalcuita 
vho have the piiviiege of being constantly advised by the Press officers, leqnested 
the latter to give his advice m writing, that request ha,s always been turned dovn 
and the officei has chosen to follow the well-knoivn maxim, ^ say a hundred things, 
but do not commit anything to writing b Thus, the advice is either given on the 
phone 01 the Editor is summoned to the office of the Press Officer in the Writers’ 
Buildings 11110X6 explanations arc called for and advice given with vaiymg degrees of 
earnestness, the precise difficulty of which I shall refrain from saying for the reason 
just stated In the course of a note circulated to the htemheis of the local Legislative 
Council, and a copy of it was also supplied to the Grovernment, the Indian Journalists 
Association thus described the modus opeiandi of the Press Officei ’s direction given 
almost from day to day Here they aic • 

(1) News that is alloived to be published in the papers of all-India circulation 

in other piovinees is not allowed to be published in Bengal newspapers 
of similar eiieulation. It has sometimes happened that provincial news- 
papers that are sold in Calcutta contain news that the Bengal papers 
had not been allowed to publish. 

(2) Correct and authenticated news of a particular kind is not allowed to be 

published and when allowed is mutilated in such a manner as to make 
the news more misleading. 

(3) Display of news of a certain character is not allowed. 

(4) Detailed directions are given as to the printing types that are to be used 

in the headings and body of the news and for the exclusion of certain 
expressions such as arrest of ladies and Muslims from the headings of 
ne^vs, 

(5) Double column headlines of certain news are not allowed. 

(6) Detailed directions are given as to the arrangement and position of columns 

of neivs. 

(7) Proceedings of the Indian Legislative Assembly ”, 

— 1 want the House to plectse note tMs , — 

and of the Bengal Legislative Council are not allowed to be published 
in full, but are censored. 

(S') Proceedings in law courts of 0ml Disobedience eases and of cases ffi'volv- 
ing terrorism are not allowed to be published in full, but in mutilated 
form and as in the ease of the statement of Miss Biiia Das accused m the 
Governor shooting ense, the Statesman wns t,l!oi%ed to publish passages 
in that statement in regard to which strict directions were given to Iiuaan 
daily newspapers that they were not to publish them. 

(9) Legitimate criticism of policies and of action of Government and Govern- 
ment ofScials are even objected to.” 


Well Sil' tills is how the Press officers act and how the editors of 
iournals have 'to snffer under the ricconrs of the law which is l>eing pro- 
mnlgalted. Now, eoniin" hack to my own s1ory, in 1915 or tiei'eabouts, 
the keeper and proprietor of the AUyudaya Press was called upon to 
deposit a security. Tlio editor who was responyok for vriting was not 
asked, the printer and publisher were not asked, hW. the proprietor was 
asked, who knew precious iittle, of what T was wntin?. My only faffi 
was that I had written aomethinpe resrarding the soldmrs m the Gold 1 oast 
of Africa and their treatment by their masters By a lonf; stretch of 
imagination, it vas argued that T was telling the Indian soldiers that 
they were not well off, nor well pale!, nor well treated-hy their masters 
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in India. I stopped tte paper, because I regarded the demand of security 
as an insult and as an attack upon my personality. A great bue and cry 
was raised in tbe country, and, as my good fortune would have it, Lord 
Hardinge, the good, was tlien ruling as tbe Viceroy, He intervened, and 
I think, for the first and tlie last time in the history of the Press Act, an 
order for the deposit of security was withdrawn. In my life, Sir, I have 
been twice hauled up in the name of sedition, under section 124- A, the 
rrmce of repressive laws. Once, while T ivas in jail and undergoing a 
sentence of nine months on account of the Civil Disobedience Movement, 
sometime back a poem had appeared in my paper. Generally I write the 
editorials and do not see what else is being published in the paper. A 
poem, a very old one, which wms culled out by some one in the office from 
a book which was selling in the market, appeared in my paper. Th^ 
trying magistrate gave me another nine months, but he was good enougli 
to write in his judgment that the creed of the paper was non-violence, 
tlj^t in that very issue there was enough evidence to show that non- 
violence was urged and preached, or some such thing. 1 was in jail and 
cannot be sure, but wdien the matter reached the High Court, a Lordship 
there came to tlie conclusion that violence was preached The trying 
magistrate was an Indian j he is a good poet himself. He knew the 
language and arrived at his conclusions by reading the paper himself. 
But this mighty Judge of the High Court., wdio WTis innocent of my 
language, opined that violence w^as preached and thus I had to suffer for 
his ignorance of my language. Once, while I was in jail, Sir, the police 
pounced upon my press and searched, it. The susiiicion was that the 
leaflet which was thrown in this Assembly together with the bomb 
by Bhagat Singh wms printed at my press. Perhaps the Honourable 
Member is not aware of the fact that in every press there are some police 
informers and spie>s. One of the compositors, who was a spy and had 
been in my press for only a few montlis, gaYe the information that he 
had composed the matter himself Fortunately for us, the authorities 
in Allahabad know us well. They know fuU well that we are as far remov- 
ed from violence and things of this sort as the Home Member himself. 
They made inciuiries and were cominced that the alleged types in which 
the leaflet was said to have been printed ‘were received by us only a few 
months before from the Bombaj^ Gujrati Type Foundry, that Bhagat 
Singh ^s (may his soul rest in peace I) leaflet was thrown in the Assembly 
years before, and so nothing w'as heard of the affair. A security was 
demanded at this time or little before it, and it was only due to the 
goodness of a few friends of mine that the paper could deposit the security. 
I had no money and wmxld not have been able to deposit the security. 

The Honourable Member thinks that the deposit of security is an easy 
matter. He does not know^ our condition. He talks glibly, only because he 
does not knowL May I tell him, Sir, that we are always running into 
debts ? That we can hardly manage to make both ends meet ? Speaking 
for myself. I resent such treatment at the hands of the executive. I know 
I am an honest man, I will never injure a fly, I will not lie and I will 
not prevaricate T will not compromise with Irnih, I will never dis- 
grace the editorial chair by writing something which I know to be untrue, 
but Government now compel us to fight shy of naked truths and have 
recourse to half truths and all that. I feel, Sir, that thht editor is not 
worth hxs salt who, for the favours of Government or for his own selfish 
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ends or loi‘ saving his skin, writes matter which he knows to be untrue or 
says things which he^ knows ought not to be said in the best interests of 
the country. '’Hie editor, according to me, Sir, is the preceptor, the gxii'Uy 
he is for the time being above Kings and should only sit on the chair if 
he is confident that he will be impartial, will say nothing which is untrue 
or which is not in the best interests of mankind. The Press Act wants 
us to be dishonest, it wants us to stifle truth, to curb our own thoughts and 
to be more careful, lest, by blurting out the naked truth, we might become 
His Majesi> s permanent guests. I have at times differed from Mahatmaji 
1 have diilered, at times, from my own uncle, T have differed from the 
Congress, 1 have always differed from the Government. But when I differ 
froiu my own people, these rulers of ours are happy, but when I criticise 
them, they think I am committing a crime. I tell you, Sir, that the I^ress 
Act has made it impossible for any man to be an honest journalist. To 
secure safety, one must pass over so many things that happen every day. 
I will gh^e you an instance. As soon as some security from a paper was 
demanded in the name of Quetta, I wrote in my paper that the name of 
Quetta need no more be mentioned in my paper. I also requested other 
brother journalists to forget for the time being that there is any such 
place in this country which is known by the name of Quetta During 
the periods of the Civil Disobedience Campaign, I have a standing rule 
not to publish any editorials, we disappears for the time being, only 
news are published. We would be hauled up every minute, if ^Ye were 
to write what we feel or what we see or knovr. I ask my Honourable 
friends here whether they have read in any papers that are being pub- 
lished 111 this country anything written about Chittagong, about 
Ifidnapore, about Dacca and all that has been going on there This 
is how things are being suppressed. I will not take up this question ; 
I leave it to my Bengal friends to tell you, ^ir, what Mack and Tan 
methods have been tried in those parts of our country I want to l^now, 
why t-onnoL the members of the executive regard us as honest men I Why 
cannot they trust us Have we no love for our country f Are we not 
patriots ? Are we not competent enough to be good judges of what is 
best for our country ? Do they think that we will mislead our own 
youths ? What for and why ? Are they not our own children ^ Are 
they not of the same blood f Have we no feelings for them ? Do not 
we*want to better their lot ? The Britishers are entitled and justified in 
taking away their youths from their own universities to fight an unrighleous 
war in tlu' name of Belgium, but we are not entitled to ask our youths to 
join us in a non-violent civil fight with these Masters of ours for just 
securing to us our human rights One thing in this connection i^* note- 
worthy. We who preach these things do not take cover behind the lines ; 
we who px^each these things are always in the front. 

The Honourable Member from Midnapore said that it was the bounden 
duty of Government to protect the youths of this country from falling 
into the hands of terrorists. But he forgets that the duty of Government 
neither begins nor ends there. May I know, if it is or it is not the duty of 
the Government to see that these youths have enough to maintain their 
bodies and souls together f Is it or is it not the duty of this Government 
to see that these youths are employed Has it made any arrangement to 
see that tbcKse youths should have sufficient clothing and food and a roof 
to give them shelter ? He talks as if he cares more for the good of these 
young men than we. He tries to befool us by posing as their benefactor 
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and tiTcs to lead us to believe that he more anxious for the veil-being 
of our 3 ^ouths. We have a proverb which says, Sir, that a woman who says 
that she loves a child more than its mother is not a woman but a she- 
demon 1 wish to draw the attention of the Honourable Member to what 
is being done in other eomitries by their governments to hghi unemploy- 
ment. What about the doles in Engiaiid 1 What about the schemes that 
are cverj- day being thought of in America, ? Will the Honourable 
Member from Midnapore or the Honourable the Home Member tell us, 
Sir, what their Government ha^e done or are doing to help these educated 
unemployment young men except driving them to despair, suicides and 
terrorism ? He has talked of terrorists and the Honourable the Home 
Member has dilated upon three menaces. May I tell him that they are 
not three menaces, they are only the triplets born of foreign domination f 
They are the products of their own creation : by their repressive policy 
and for their own ends they have given birth to them. They are driving 
our young men to despair, so much so that they take their lives in their 
own hands and prefer death to this life Do the Government reail;^e, Sir, 
that the repression has reached to such heights that it has goaded even 
0U3" young sisters and daughters to bid goodbye to their ordained lives 
and join the fray, the end of which cannot but be death and the 
gallows ? Have they ever considered that these terrorists will disappear 
if the repression was not there ^ If they had employment to keep them 
busy and engaged, if they could act up to their ideals and realise their 
aiobitions in life here, these terrorists will become the most responsible 
members of our society. If we had our own Government, every one of 
these youths would have risen high both in the civil and military 
service of our motherland Those who were in Chittagong, those mis- 
guided youths of our country, if they only had been in the army and 
respoiivsible members of society could have very well led an army and 
fouglit on any battle-field with honour and success. You deny them 
opportunities, you want them to remain hewers of wood and drawers of 
water in Ihcir own land ; you do nothing to provide them with a living 
wage ; you do not trust them ; you would not make them captains and 
generals in the Army and the Navy for which they are most fitted , you 
will take thousands of years to Indianise our Army and, in the meantime, 
the flowers of our race, our hopes of the future, are withering and dying 
an unnatural death. 

Let those who have eyes to see note that terrorism, communalism and 
Communism are all fruits of the economic situation — and some of them 
have been directly fostered by our Masters. Do we not know how com- 
munalisBi is spread, how it has been planted in our own land Do ive 
not know the history of separate electorates ? Do we not know the 
history of the Communal Award ? Does it lie in their mouth, Sir, to talk 
of communalism ? 

We are being warned further and a hogey is being set up before us 
of Communism May I know if there are not Communists in England t 
May I know what the British Government is going to do with them or has 
So far done to them ? May I Imow if the British Government has passed 
laws like the one which this Government is going to pass in this country f 
My friend here reminds me, that England has now entered into a treaty 
with Russia. Why and wherefore then this talk of Communism f But 
assuming for argument’s sake that Communism is a bad thing, I hold no 
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brief ior it, may I know wlietlier democracy lia^s succeeded or wlietlier 
deincfcracy lias failed in Europe f Will any Honourable Member kindly 
point out to me wlietlier theie is democracy in France, wiieiiier there is 
democracy in Itai}^, whether there is democracy in Germany, whether there is 
democracy in Turkey, whether there is democracy in any part of Europe to- 
day ? May I tell you, Sir, that in England, Parliament no doubt rules, but 
these Parliaments are ruled by unaudited Party Funds ? Bo onr Honour- 
able Members want us to have a Fascist regime here ? Do they want us to 
have National Socialism here ? Then, why this bogey of Conmiunism f 
We know our men : we can sit down, talk and discuss things with them : 
they are our own kith and kin ; we will settle oui* differences or even fight 
amoiigsL ourselves ,• but what we are interested in, in the beginning, is to 
get rid of this foreign domination ; and replace it by a responsible Gov- 
eruinent, in which they also can have a share, if they want to settle here as 
fellow citizens, when we have got nd of a third party which magnifies our 
differences and makes capital out of it, then, Sir, there will be time 
enougli to settle our own domestic quarrels and differences ? 

While we are talking of terrorism, I am reminded of agents provocateurs. 
You must have read, Sir, about them, how they induce the youth, egg them 
on and then give information to their masters Tliere are cases on record 
of informers planting bombs in the houses of innocent people and impli- 
cating them. I will tell you of eases of wdiieli I have personal knowledge 
or just as good as personal knowledge One agent provocateur seduced a 
young boy, and, after some time, gave him a revolver and taught him how 
to use it The boy began to move about with the revolver in his pocket 
and a few days after he began to be shadowed by the police. After all, 
he was young ; he got terrified and ran to a brother :]ournalist friend of 
mine and told him his trouble. My friend reprimanded him and asked 
him to go and deliver the revolver back to the man who gave it to him, 
and, after he had done that, he took him in his care and vsaved him from 
future gallows I w’ant to inform the Honourable the Home Member that 
this verj^ same revolver was found in the Lahore Conspiracy case. The 
Honourable Member should also know that this very journalist friend of 
mine, a most selfless worker, the honour and pride of our profession, who 
is unfortunately no more, was no other than Ganesh Shankar Yidyartlii, 
the man vho wmrked hard in hot hastei that the attem])t on Lord Irwin 
■should be foiled. As soon as he somehow got the information he used his 
personal influence to see that the attempt should not be made. The 
Honourable Member from Midnapore has nolhiug but curses for us 
journalists. I want to tell him that but for ns journalists I do not knoAV 
where this ruthless exrfloitation of our eouniry and these repressive laws 
will drive our young men and what will bap[>en in this country. 

I will tell you another story. A young man came to me not long ago 
at dead of night and told me that he was in trouble and wanted my help 
and advice : he told me that he was a revolutionary that he was being 
hunted down by the police, that he hid himself in the day and moved 
about by night," was constantly moving to avoid arrest and never lived 
in a place for more than a few hours, that he had been asked to attempt 
the life of so and so on such and such a date, but that he was nervous : he 
had spent all the money he had in moving about and hiding himself, that 
he was hungry and badly in need of money. I saw his weapons with iny 
own eyes . he had two of them T gave him food, gave him money after I 
had extracted a solemn promise from him that he would desisf, from the 
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path, and instead of proceeding to the appointed place he will go back 
to his mother and leave his friends who were training him in these Avays 
and leading him astray. He promised with tears in his eyes and went 
away. If he was a police spy and had been sent to find out my AieAvs, 
the Hone ui able the Home Member must be aAvare of this by now, but if 
he Avas a genuine misguided revolutionary, I know that he acted up to the 
promise he gave me as a gentleman I might, here, as aa^cII, refer to the 
muehujialigned admiration of terrorists I myself plead guilty to the 
charge j anci say, Sir, that one would be less or more than human who 
Avould iioL at times be led away to admire uncommon deeds of self-sacrifice 
and valour although one may he religiously observing non-violence as a 
creed, as a supreme faith of life and although temperamentally one may 
even shudder at the thought of murder or violence. Does the Ilonourable 
Member from Midnapore or the Honourable the Home Member knoAv who 
Xiaid the highest tribute to Kanai Lai Dutt, the man who shot the 
informer Gossain in the Alipore Jail f May I tell you, Sir, that the man 
Avho could not resist admiring AA^as a perfectly honest and most trusted 
2 mcca Englishman, a cent per cent Britisher, I mean the editor of the 
Pioneer. Our difficulty is this 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The editor of the Pioneer ! 
Was it Mr. Wilson What AAms his name ? 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : I don^t remember his naiue, it is 
an old st(U'y of the year 1908 or thereabout. I think it Avas Mr. Chesney. 
I am not six^aking of the Pioneer of today. I am speaking of the Pioneer 
as it was conducted some yearfe ago, when every single editorial Avas written 
by the best I. C. S. people in the land I am talking of tiic Pioneer Avhen 
it was at tbe top of its glory, when it was regarded aB the best paper in 
India. This honest English gentleman, I mean the editor of the Pioneer, 
could not he suspected, he was above suspicion and nobody could dare 
misunderstand or put a different meaning on hils writings but Ave are 
suspects, and whatever we may do or say, we Avill remain suspects, and 
our ordinary Avritings will be made to bear meanings Avhich they should 
not. I will only narrate one case more, that of poor Azad. He is no more. 
May his soul rest in peace. But may I say, Sir 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Is he another murderer too ^ 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : You may call him a murderer, if 
you so choose I am only pleading for those who are not here to defend 
themselves, but please first hear what I have got to say. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Is he also another murderer f 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : I am speaking of Azad. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Also another murderer f 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : If you are so anxious and curious 
to knoAv about him, I shall tell you presently what 1 have heard about 
him. I say, Sir, that wo Indians could have slept soundly, without caring 
for the defences of our country, by making him our Commander-im Chief. 
A man of valour, a great organizer, a gentleman to the core of his hones, 
from all that I have heard of him, and one of the best shots that was ever 
born on this earth. I am sorry I never met him in life, but I want to teH 
yon. Sir, that this Azad was persuaded by some people to give up terrorism. 
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He had agreed to do so, but the difficulty was that the police was auuting 
him down ; he would have been arrested, even if he had given up his way 
of life, and had honestly decided to live like us. If he had been caught, 
he would have been either transported or hanged. If we were trusted by 
the Q-overnment, if we were in their confidence, I could have gone to the 
Honourable the Home Member and told him that henceforth this youngman 
is in my charge, I am responsible for him ; he has given up the lite of 
terrorism, so do not molest him any more, if you find him deviating from 
the right path, just drop a hint to me, do not harass him, let him settle 
dowm in life This is what 1 would have told the Home Member. The life 
of this young man would have been saved, lie would have Jived a useful 
life and adorned an} place, wherever he may have been, but this is not 
possible. We ourselves are suspects, what then about those who are 
recommended by us ^ Well, Bir, I heard that Azad had agreed to change 
his mode of life, and because it was not ]K)ssible for him lo Jive m saleiy 
in thi^ country, soin(‘ friends decided that he slioald leave tlie couiiiiy and 
go and settle down boinewiiere else in a distant place like Jctpaii or Auiejoca 
or any v\ here else. Where was the money to come from ? Some iricm's 
agreed to laise the money, and they raised about Es. 1.500 or Es 1,600 
for him He was paid about Ks. 1,300, and only about Es 300 was 
wanting, and he was sitting m the Alfred Park m Allahabad, bec^ause 
someone uad promised him that somebody would give him the balance 
there. He was sitting there to recei\e the money. He would lia\e got 
it within 15 or 20 minutes, and he would have left Allahabad and bid 
India also good-bye for ever, but some one informed the police, and he was 
all of a sudden surrounded on all sides unawares. He had no knowledge 
and he iras shot at and maimed, because the police kue\v him to be the best 
shot, and no one 'would approach him even from a distance of say 100 yards. 
He was shot wdiile he wms sitting under a tiee talking to some friend, 
pei'haps Lidding good-bye to him for ever He was maimed and lamed 
before ho had any" knowledge of the danger. What happened afterwards f 
Would you care to know, Sir, he was being shot at from all sides, and he 
was defending himself all alone ; he could not rise, he could not run, he 
could net even get up. He was under a tree, in the open, and the 
defenders of law and order and justice wmre shooting at him from all 
sides from behind the tiunks of the trees. You will be surprised to learn, 
Sii-, tboi not one shot of Azad missed the mark. The marks left by 1he 
bullets on the trunks of the trees sliow^ed that every shot wa.s cori-ect to 
the point of an inch, was pointed at the heads of the shooters. 
Whichevtr side he shot, the marksmanship was perfect. Who can help 
pitying and admiring this misguided unfortunate youngman, a picture of 
physical health, in tlie prime of his life, if }ou see his photograph, bill it 
is not the admiration 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I can’t admire him. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Will you please bear with me for 

a little while ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : It is very difficult to be patient. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya ; Bnt, Sir, it is not admiration. We 
weep and shed tears for the loss of young lives of great promise- I was 
in jail then. 'What could I have done even if I had been outside ? But 
I want to impress upon vou. Sir, that the life of this youngman could have 
been saved if we knew that we enjoyed the confidence of the powers that 
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be, if we could only depend upon them and approach them to get pardon 
for the young man when he was changing his way of life 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Pardon for a murderer 

Pandit Ejrishna Kant Malaviya : We could have placed him in 
charge of an Army. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The Army does not take 
imirderers. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : The Honourable the Home Mem- 
ber is getiing very excited, I beg him not to bring heat in the dis- 
cussion. I have to plead for those who are not here to plead for 
themselves, he refuses to see the tragedy of our lives, and I would, 
therefore, like to talk to him about another Home Member who was 
adorning the Front Benches in this very House. I tell him there was 
one Home Member, — ^may his soul rest in peace. (Interruption by the 
Honourable the Home Member.) I am sure, my friend, the Home 
Member, will not be proud of the expression he had used when I tell 
liiui that 1 am referring to no less a person than the late Sir Alexander 
Mmblimaii I am sorry, Sir, he said something about his predecessor 
wliicb lie should never have said 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I said nothing at all about him. 

Pandit Krislina Kant Malaviya : Well, Sir, Sir Alexander Muddi- 
mau died an untimely death, his death is mourned by everybody who 
knew him. Sir, I was a Member of this House, I was a non-co-operator, 
aiul 1 never mixed with any officials, in fact I remained in this House 
for a pretty long time without talking to many officials. But, one day, 
I approa(*hed the late Sir Alexander Muddiman, with diffidence. 
I told him that 1 was interested in a bomb case prisoner who was under 
a sentence of transportation for life, that I had never met the man m 
my life, that 1 knew nothing about his antecedents, that I by chance 
happened to meet him while I was in jail, and that he might give him 
a chance to start his life again. May I tell you, Sir, the reply that T 
got from him ? He said that he hated keeping these young men in 
jail. He asked me whether I would be responsible for him, and on 
niy saying yes, he said, your man will be released. He further asked 
me whether he should write to the Deputy Commissioner of the district to 
keep an eye upon him and give him a post, and on my saying that 
T would find him a place somewhere, orders were issued, the man was 
released, and this Siddique Ahmed, a God-fearing man, is in service 
now and is enjoying married life in peace and contentment. Govern- 
ment has not lost anything by this act of grace and mercy. The 
Honourable the Home Member and the Honourable Member from 
Midnapore know not our difficulties. I must have become a most 
dangerous suspect even now in the eyes of the Honourable the Home 
Member. He won’t trust qs. Let him trust us^ let us co-operate with 
perfect good will and trust and every young man will give up this path 
of terrorism. 

Mr. F. E. James (Madras : European) : May I remind my Honour- 
able friend that the three immediate predecessors of the Member from 
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Midrapore. most beloved of Englishmen, who were popular with the 
people, have been murdered by these men t 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : My Honourable friend ought to 
know that I am not defending murders, I am a Brahmin, they are 
revolting to me, but I will give an answer to that later. Trust begets 
tJiist and I will reply to what you have said later, when I have a talk 
with you outside this House. As I was saying. Sir, I must fiave 
become a most dangerous suspect in the eyes of the Honourable the 
Home Member even now. I may be charged with association with 
terrorists. I may be charged with hiding and helping suspects 
hating sympathy for them and one thousand and one other things. 
But very few people realise that these misguided youths are our own 
kith and kin, of our own blood, and our own countrymen and as you 
know, Sir, sons may be truants, they may be wayward children, they 
may be even bad, but a mother is a mother and she loves even her 
worst sou. Who can be more interested in their welfare than our- 
selves j We want them to change, but they look to us and are nc^ 
fed When they drift we have no knowledge of them, when we know 
them we cannot help them Even talking to them is beset with danger. 
Yf'U know not where they are and they will not come to yon, even if 
they do, ^mu know not their inner thoughts. May I tell the Home 
Member, Sir, that I met a famous revolutionary in a town where 
T had gone to address a meeting, he was introduced to me under a 
false name and it is only now, after three or four years that I have 
come to know who he was ^ 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur J-lahxm) 
vacated the Chair, which was then occupied by Mr. Deputy President 
(Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta).] 

Does the Honourable the Home Member know that there is one 
sitting in this House on my side for whose arrest, alive or dead, this 
Government of his had announced a prize of Ks. 25,000 ? Does the 
Honourable the Home Member realise now how good and tame 
these terrorists are ? Will they even now repent for their mistakes 
Will they change their methods ? Every one of these terrorists would 
be an M. L. A. and sit with us here and be a most responsible member 
of our society, only if the police will not hunt them dov/n, will not 
thirst for their blood but allow them to live in peace the moment they 
come back to ns and solemnly give us a promise that henceforth they 
v.'ill be like us and will have nothing to do with terrorism. After all 
the terrorists also must have been fed up with the life of Indo and 
seek and constant dangers which at the best cannot bring about 
much. 

While talking about terrorists, I think it would not be amiss if 
I refer Sir, to one more matter in this connection The one great com- 
plaint of the Honourable the Home Member and the Member from 
Midnapore is that why are these terrorists painted and admired as 
martyrs t They want to know why these are not condemned as mere 
simple murderers. My reply to this is, Sir, that they are the loyal 
subjects of the Crown and imitate their Masters. I am afraid I will 
have to explain it. I will not say much. I will refer to only one 
unfertnnate incident, and I hope the House and my Mussalman 
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friends especially will pardon me for this reference. I am only refer- 
ring to it as a reply to the Honourable the Home Member. I believe 
in Revile not the dead and I have nothing to say against the 
departed soul. Does the Honourable the Home Member remember 
the genesis of the Karachi firing ^ Was the Government .-ery 
anxious not to hurt the susceptibilities of my Mussalnian friends ? 

Sir Ghtilam Hussain Hidayatallah : But you did not support uSj — 
your Party. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : You know not what you talk. 
You have not heard what I have said. Were the Government anxious 
not to hurt the susceptibilities of my Mussalman friends f Were the 
Government very keen to see that the last honours were duly paid to 
the departed soul ? Am T to understand that the Government regarded 
the soul departed as a mart3n: f What Government do in the name 
of placating the Mussalman friends, we do in the name of humanity, 
for every controversy ceases with death. I think this answer will 
satisfy the Honourable the Home Member. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik .* On point of order, >Slr Has 
this anything on earth to do with the Bill under discussion ^ 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : The nonourable 
Member ap])ears to be in order, because he is giving some of his 
gTOiuids for opposing the Bill. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : The Honourable the Member 
from Midnapore knows not, he professes his love for the youths of 
this country, he knows not what we, poor and powerless as we are, do. 
We have no power in onr own land, we are not trusted by the Govern- 
ment. If we had the power, if we could only throw open opportunities 
in life, we would have every young man employed and engaged. The 
Honourable the Home Member is moving in a vicions circle. He wants 
to have mango fruits by planting Babul He forgets that as you 
sow, so you reap. He wants to kill and extirpate terrorism Avhich is 
a bye-product of his own terrorism, by repression and more and mor? 
repression. He knows that his Government has not succeeded so fa^v 
He had had these laws for years, hut they have not proved effective. 
He knows ail this, but still he is for repression more and more He 
will not learn that terrorism begets terrorism. His thirst for repression 
like that. of wine leads him to cry for more and more. Tie will not 
change his methods, he will not learn, he will not take us into his 
confidence, he will not trust us. He will not believe us when we tel! 
him that wc are as anxious to extirpate terrorism as ho, perhaps more 
because we want to save the lives of our youths. He will not give 
us power and say, manage your youths and make them responsible 
citizens. He will not give us a chance even. I want to tell him, Sir, 
Trust us, have faith in us, give us power to remove poverty and 
unemployment. Open out fresh fields and pastures new for o.ur young 
men'' and then this phase of terrorism will fade away like a bad 
dream. Will he listen to us ? Will he be good enough to follow thif=^ 
adyice for even a few months f 
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My friend has talked of picketing. He says it is not peaceful 
and it cannot remain peaceful. I may or may not agree with the first 
part hut with the latter part I do agree, and why ? During the last 
CiYil Disobedience Campaign picketing was going on in the 
market of Allahabad. Ladies of the most respectable families in 
Allahabad were picketing a foreign cloth shop. I was sitting at a 
distence. Some senior man had to remain in the market so long as 
these sisters and daughters of ours were there. At about noon, one 
man came and told me that two riff-raffs of the town had been given 
drinks and had been persuaded to come to the shop for purchases, 
create trouble and insult the ladies. I at once left my place and went 
and sat in a neighbouring shop. Within five or ten minutes the 
drunken riff-raffs arrived and can you imagine, Sir, what they did ? 
Their first act was to rush through the chain of the pickets, abusing 
them and trying to molest them. I had informed the ladies. They 
were careful and nothing untoward could happen and the situation 
was saved. By this time some people assembled. Those who knew 
the riff-raffs, reprimanded them and they were persuaded to go back. 
I do not insinuate anything. I blame nobody. I can say for the 
authorities in Allahabad that they are very civil to us. They have 
never failed in showing me every courtesy. They have to carry out 
orders and they carry them out honestly without at the same time 
bidding good-bye to their good manners and civility. But I ask the 
Memlier from Midnapore and the Home Member how can we encourage 
the use of Swadeshi, how can we carry on a campaign of Buy Indian} 
goods how can we protect our key industries ? We have not the 
power to pass a law and protect them. We have not the power to erect 
high tariff wails around us or ban the imports of foreign goods. We 
have not these powers and the Government will not pass such laws to 
help us What is left to us, then, but picketing, entreating and 
begging our people not to buy foreign goods or not to go in for 
liquorsliops. If we had the power we could achieve all this by one 
stroke of the pen. But does the Honourable Member know how his 
people 3 n England behaved when Indian fabrics were exported in large 
quantities to England f Those who wore them could be fined, if I 
mistake not, £75 and the Honourable the Home Member will, C hope, 
not be surprised if I tell him that ladies wearing Indian fabrics were 
molested and their clothes torn off in public streets. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi (Dacca ewtm Mymensingh : Muham- 
madan Rural) • When and where ? 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : In London, during the times the 
East India Company was here. It is very good to sermonise and 
preach where your interests are not at stake, where you do not suffer 
and where you have to gain all and lose nothing. The truth of the 
matter in the words of a poet is : 

Ham dh bhi Jearte hain to hojdte hain hadnam 
Voh Katl hhi harte hain to charcha nahin hota 

Even if we sigh, complain or criticise and say that we are suffer- 
ing, we are given bad names, while when they commit murders, the 
news of +hose murders are not even allowed to be published and they 
are not known. I would not, Sir, pursue this line of argument any 
L187XiAD 
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further. I would only draw your attention to what the Honourable the 
President said in this Assembly in 1932 when the Pi-ess Law was being 
passed. The Honourable the President, an Honourable Member as he 
then was, called it. Sir, a double-faced and deceptive measia*e, professing 
to control violent writings but really aimed at taking control of the 
entire Press. We know, Sir, that we are powerless, the exemitive is 
bent upon passing this Bill into a law. We can only say, let them 
have it, if they so choose, in spite of us. We will not share the res- 
ponsibility of disfiguring the Statute-book. His Excellency the 
Viceroy has powers of veto, he has the powers of certification, let His 
Excellency certify this Bill also and bear the responsibility but, at the 
same time, Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Honourable the Home 
Member to a very wholesome principle laid down by his own colleagues 
in the Kepressive Laws Committee Keport. They said. Sir, in their 
report that it is undesirable that any Statutes should remain in force 
which are regarded with deep and genuine disapproval by a majority 
of the Members of the Legislatures. The Report of the Press Laws 
Committee is also before us. The whole question was judged by three 
tests (1) has it been effective (2) whether an Act like this is necessary 
for the maintenance of law and order (3) whether on a comparison 
of the advantages and disadvantages which the retention of this Act 
will involve, its continuance is desirable and the conclusion at which 
they arrived at after mature consideration was that the law should 
be repealed. As the Honourable the Home Member must be aware, 
these committees were presided over by the Right Honourable Sir 
Toj Bahadur Sapru and Sir William Vincent was a prominent member 
of these committees. I have nothing more to say. The Home Member, 
Sir, has not proved his case. He began as if he was going to convince 
us why the measure was necessary and why the ordinary law of the 
land was found to be insufficient. I am sorry that he began by 
assertions, went on with assertions and ended with assertions without 
proving anything or convincing us. To give this Bill the name of 
‘ law ' will be insulting and degrading the word ‘ law ’ itself. To me 
it seems that the best name that we can give to this gravest encroach- 
ment that any Government has ever made on the liberty of the Press 
and the public in times of peace should be “ Sir Henry Craik’s Boa 
Constrictor ”. I want the Honourable the Home Member to tell you. 
Sir, why this indecent haste, why this hurry to place this enactment on 
the Statute-book. Will Heavens fall down if the measure does not 
hecome law by December, 1935, or 1936 ? Will the British domination 
disappear if he does not arm himself with this poisonous gas, 
the use of which should be tabooed by all civilized Governments. T 
know, Sir, that constitutional reforms have always been preceded by 
sudh' Press Acts. We had the Press Act in 1910 when the Montagu- 
Chelmsford Reforms were coming. The new Constitution has been 
passed into law. The executive knows that it has to be thrust upon 
our heads in spite of us. It knows that the new Conscitution has been 
condemned by every shade of public opinion in this country, that there 
are people here whO' are pledged to destroy it, mend it or end it ■ The 
bhteaueracy is anxious to see, Sir, that it is worked, and they want to 
have the points of their bayonets raised at us every minute of our lives 
apd-to be ready for all emergencies. Their Damocles’ sword of this 
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Bill will be dangling at onr heads, so that if we raise our heads even by 
an inch, if we want to carry on agitation for the rejection of the new 
Constitution they will be able to draw out blood. I, therefore, say 8ir, 
that this Bill is unfair, unjust and has no moral ^sanction behind it, and 
I only end by saying in the words of an Urdu poet : 

Ham ne deTcM thi ada Teal tere dm)ano Jc% 

JDha^pyan Icuch Uye haithe the ganbano hi 
Aj darband h%ye jate hoA^n siindano he 
Aur bigadenge missaj ap he diwano he.^* 

(Loud Applause.) 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Go on cheering. He has 
praised murderers ! 

Dr. G. V, Deshmukh (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Mr. President, I must say that I like the Honourable the Home Member’s 
speech better than many of the speeches that I have heard from the other 
side. Well, Sir, although the Home Member has left the Hall and although 
he has not himself observed, what he has so very much preached to this 
side of the House, that is, to keep dispai^sionate and cool, in spite of all 
that, I will say that I stick to what I said originally, namely, that 1 like 
his speech better than the other speeches I have heard from over there, 
and I -will tell you why. It is for this reason that it hais seemed to me to* 
be a little less panicky, and there seemed to be a little more analysis in his 
speech than in the speeches T have so far heard on the other side. WTiat 
did we find in Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah ? Sir, he allowed him- 
self to be panickv^ and nervous and heated, and he was talking about 
terrorism. Communism and communalism without giving any thought to 
the subject. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : I have given the matter better 
thought than you. 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh : Sir, I do feel that when the Home Member 
^ ^ comes forward before this House in connection with a 

measure that was passed simply because it was a 
temporary measure at the time of an emergency, I do think that when 
it is sought to be put permanently on the Statute-book, there should 
be something more than the mere desire of their having more and 
more auiiiority in the hands of the executive. Sir, as is well- 
known, the appetite grows by eating. You very wUI know, Sir, and 
those who have been old Members of the Assembly know, that when 
this measure first came up before this House, it was considered in its 
legal aspects, and wdien it Avas considered in its legal aspects, it wa^s abso- 
lutely demonstrated that this measure violated every principle of laAv, 
that it was indeed a misnomer to call it a law, that ii must be called a 
lawless law, that it violated the first principles of jurisprudence, that it 
adjudged a man guilty wLen by all the codes of jurisprudence a man 
ought to he considered innocent till he is proved to he guilty. It took away 
the right of appeal. It subordinated the powers of the Legislature and of 
the judiciary to those of the -executive, and what is more, it handed over 
powers to the magistracy which are not given even in ordinary eases, 
I do not want to deal with ibis subject from the legal ^pect. Sir, the 
Home Member ver}^ adroitly has avoided this aspect in introducing this 
Bill even though he has suggested that this temporary measure should be 
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permanent. I have a shrewd guess as to why he did it. 1 believe he still 
finds that there still is that small band of fighters wlio fought this Bill 
to the last, especially the Press Emergency Bill when it wms managed to 
be hrought up at the fag end of the Session : and perliaips it may be that 
Ihe Honourable the Home Member might have been frightened and dared 
not deal with the Bill in its legal aspects in view of the fact that the 
Honourable gentleman who adorns the Chair today is the Honourable 
Sir Abdur Rahim of that band of fightei^. The Home Member has come 
up for the sanction of this House to the passage of this Bill on four grounds 
and tliey are these. The first ground is the Civil Disobedience Move- 
ment — and I will say it to his credit that whereas other speakers merely 
got panicky oVer Civil Disobedience, the Home Member qualified his re- 
marlis by saying that the Civil Disobedience Movement has nearly dis- 
appeared, so that it was a disappearing Civil Disobedience. 

As to the second alleged ground, terrorism, the Home Member was 
good enough to say reviving terrorism ; he did not say it in the same 
way as other speakers have done, and he also admitted that there are some 
signs of reviving terrorism ’’ only in Nor them India — I think I am 
rightly quoting the Home Member. Then ^utli regard to advancing com- 
munalism — ^the third of the alleged grounds for this measure — we should 
like to know whether there are any valid grounds at all for this panicky^ 
State of things and committing us to putting a piece of legislation on the 
Statute-book of this country and disgracing it in this fashion. Sir, let 
me take Civil Disobedience first. The Honourable Member who spoke 
yesterday afternoon was very pleased vhen my colleague, Mr. Satyamurti, 
admitted and admitted frankly and honestly that Civil Disobedience will 
never be given up. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths (Bengal : Nominated Official) : I was sorry. 

Dr. 6. V. Deshmukh : After all, what is Civil Disobedience? Civil 
Disobedience is an idea, and I may assure the Honourable Member who 
made his speech yesterday that, wli ether you like it or not, Civil Disobe- 
dience has come to stay mot only in India but all tbe world over because once 
an idea comes into this world, the idea is immortal And what is Civil 
Disobedience ? The principle of Civil Disobedience is this that when a 
helpless people has to deal vuih an oppressive and unjust Government, then 
Civil Disobedience is the only weapon, is the only non-violent weapon 
with which you can fight any unjust and oppressive Government. Well, 
if my Honourable friend is not pleased with tins, under the circumstances, 
what is wrong with the answer that Civil Disobedience can only be suspend- 
ed and cannot be stopped ? I say it can only be suspended and cannot be 
stopped. May I tell the Honourable gentleman who spoke so much about 
the Civil Disobedience that Ms own country, England, is not free from it ? 
What did the waiti^sscs of Regent Street do ? Was it not Civil Disobe- 
dienee ? T suppose you think that is too insignificant an illustration. 
Then, I will refer him tu the farmers of Kent. What did they do ? Did 
they not use Civil Disobedience ? If yon do not call it Civil Disobedience, 
then what is it ? Therefore, T repeat again that it is absolutely impossible 
thali the Civil Disobedience will ev'er be stopped. Well, Sir, with a very 
diagnosis of the situation, section 7 seems to have been retained,' 
the Government of India have diagnosed that if ever the Civil 
Wmck&Mmm Movement is going to be launched again, tiien it will be % 
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means of picketing. Mow, here, again, my Hononrable fnend, who spoke 
yesterday afternoon, said that picketing can neyer be peaceful. If that 
is so-, then do away with it completely. In that case where is the necessity 
of the explanation of Reetion 7 ? Yon have the section above in which 
jou mention the things wdiich must not be done and then to save your own 
face, because yon are not certain whether picketing really can be considered 
illegal, to show yon are reasonable, yon add an explanation saying that 
for indigenous goods and for temperance X->tirposes it maj^ be used and it 
will not come under this section. I will refer him again to the history of 
his own country. Does he mean to tell me that when picketing is done 
in this fashion in ccmnection with temperance it can ever be peaceful f I 
wull refer him to wdiat happened in England w^hen a certain gentleman 
came there whose name 1 forget. 

Some Honourable Members : Pussyfoot Johnson 

Dr. G. V. Deslmmkh ; Yes, he was the man. I want to ask you 
whether those movements in the interests of temperance were eVer peace- 
ful. I must say to the credit of my medical colleagues and students of 
all the hospitals that in London they took a leading part in this movement. 
In spite of all our activities, I did not see any legislation from the Parlia- 
ment or from tlie executive authority of England saying that this is a 
veiy bad sign and that if this temperament developes it Will again be 
used for other movements and, therefore, it will lead to disorder ; there- 
fore, they must have the concentration of authority into the executive 
hands. I can understand your attitude if you go the wdi-ole hog wuth it. 
I can understand you if you say that we wdl have nothing to do whether 
picketing is legal or illegal , we want to abolish it. But what is the mean- 
ing of the saving clause in this explanation ^ That only goes to show that 
you yourself are not eert.ain about what you are doing and that it is only 
a pretext to concentrate all the authority in your own hands. We were 
also told yesterday that so far m liberty in this country is concerned, we 
are very much better olf and wo were given instances of Russia and Italy. 
We were told that wu were very much better off and we had no reason to 
grumble. Now, if you take the case of Russia and Italy, then what are 
the fTOvernments there Do they pretend that they arc democratic Gov- 
ernments ? They say downright they are dictatorial Governments. If you 
are prepared to do that, T will agree with you. But ,so long as you do not 
do that, then I say there is such a thing as noblesse oblige. If you pride 
yourself on your parliamentary institutions and if -you pride yourself 
that you are going to rule your vast Empire by means of parliamentary 
institutions, then I say that in your own interests do not give us instances 
from these dictatorial countries. It will not help you. If, on the other 
hand, you say that wdiatever it may be in England, we are not going 
to rule in India according To the forms of Government in England, there 
again 1 agree with you. I will have no complaint against you if you do 
that openly and frankly But, then, jou should not have these farces 
of parliamentary government such as. Round Table Conferences, Joint 
Parliamentary Committee Reports, White Papers and Parliamentary Acts. 
AVind up all that and say that w^e want to establish a miniature Muvssoliiii 
in every district and a hefty Hitler at the centre and we want to rule like 
a dictatorial and despotic Government. If you do that, I will agree with 
you. But till such time as you do not do that, then it is either hypocrisy 
or you want to concentrate all your power into the hands of the executive. 
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Figures and statistics are very good things and I have to deal with them 
a great deal but they are only valuable if you look at them in a dry way. 
But where vital values are concerned, I can tell you that statistics do not 
mean anything. My friend, tlie Honourable gentleman from Midnapore, 
spoke yesterday with earnestness and sfincerity and I think I w^as one of 
those who congratulated him at the end of bis speech. Now, wdiat was 
the point he made 1 He said why should Indians grumble so much for, 
after all, these laws, even if they are repressive laws, are not working so 
harshly and he gave a few statistics. The statistics were that in this 
countiy tlieie are' 4,000 odd newspapers and there were on^y 70 or 80 pro- 
seeiitiolis and the proportion of prosecutions was something like 1 to 180. 
Therefore, we have to accept that the laws here are exercised very mildly, 
lie will pardon me if I give him another illustration. Now, the population 
of this country is 350 millions and 1 will not make any difference between 
the Europeans who are in tliis coimtiy and the Indians w'ho are in this 
country. I should like to treat the whole lot for my purposes as one. Now, 
how many terrorist outrages have taken place ? 1 take it that there are 

about 300. 

An Honourable Member : Much more. 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh : I do not mind w^hatever you say. But what 
is the proportion that works out f It works out to about one in a million. 
Does my Honourable friend want me to wait till the proportion comes down 
to 1 to 180 ? Does he mean to say that until that time terrorism is exer- 
cised very mildly in this country and, therefore, nothing should be done ? 
If that IS the kind of argument, T would despise myself as a man. I repeat 
again that where human values are concerned, it is not the statistics which 
help us but it is the principle of tlie thing which is important. I know’' 
that Indians, as a class, deplore terrorist crime ; they are not fond of 
terrorist crime. If the principle is bad, then it matters very little to me 
wdiether one press has been prosecuted or 100 presses have been prosecut- 
ed or whether the proportion comes to 1 in 180 or 1 in 1 8,000'. Now, that 
I am on the question of figures, I might refer to another thing. We w^ere 
told by some other speaker that in spite of these repressive laws, the 
printing presses have gone up in this country. The conclusion drawn 
was that if these repressive laws had come in the way of the prosperity 
of the printing presses, then the figure would not have gone up. Now, 
figures, as I said, are always correct hut the interpretations that you can 
put on them nun be diffierent, I do not saj^ that my Honourable friend’s 
interpretation may not be correct, but what I do say is tliivS that there are 
many other interpretations that cap. be put. And the interpretation 
that I am going to put may also be correct and I hope the Honourable 
Member will do me the justice of saying so. India is a poor country 
and according to your own estimates there is a large number of educated 
population. I am iio-t talking about the poor millions resting peacefully 
in their villages and only wanting to follow their religion. I am not 
talking about them. I am talking about those discontented graduates, 
educated persons: What are the avenues left for them ? Nothing. 
Therefore, especially in times of world depression when practically every 
profession was in distress, then these young men took to small and petty 
presses, and in opening them tip is it not likely that the number may go 
up ! So, I submit that the number of presses does not mean anything. 
What I would like to know is this. If printing profession or the press 
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was thriving on account of this law, how many of the big presses were 
instituted into this country. Until I know that and until I know that 
the big presses, which were existing in this country beiore the Press Act, 
ha^'e acliialij' made more profit after that time, I will pay ^lo attention 
to this figure of 4,000 presses whicli are existing in this country. Then 
again about the papers, w^e were told that there are about 4,000 odd papers. 
I am taking a little time over this because it does seem to me that an 
attempt was made to misguide the House by meatus of statistics and 
figures. My opinion is that unless you have vital values and human values 
considered with these figures, these figures do not mean anything. We 
are told again that there are a large number of papers in this country, 
as many as 4,000 odd nev/spapers in this country. What does that mean ! 
That does not mean anything. Does the circulation of all these papera 
put together come up even to the circulation of a single paper like the 
Times. I am not referring to the Thnes of India, I am talking of the 
London Times. On the one hand yon yourself will say, that our masses 
are very ignorant, that literacy is very poor and, therefore, you must 
necessarily admit that the circulation of these papers must be very little 
and that possibly even though a paper might have a circulation of 100, or 
200 or even 500 that w^ould be included in your statistics, as a newspaper 
to swell up the number of papers which go on your record. But I say 
that the circulation of all these papers jiiit together, I doubt very laneli, 
whether it will come up to the circulation of one paper like the Times of 
London or the New York Herald in the West or in Europe. You cannot 
have it both ways. Yon cannot have an argument that the masses of 
this country are ignorant, illiterate, very apathetic and that they do not 
care Avhat kind of political Government there is, they pay their taxes, 
and remain quiet ; and at the same time sa3" that the presses somehow or 
other must be choked, must be throttled, because otherAvise they diffuse 
and spread widespread discontent, that they spread inflammator}^ material 
to the public and that it Avill lead to public danger. I say that this is not 
a fair argument to apply. I think I have pretty nearly disposed of some 
of the statistical fallacies connected Avith the speech of my IlmnourabJe 
friend of yesterday afternoon. 

Nowr, so far as Civil Disobedience is concerned, Avhat are you going 
to do with it f Are you going to stop Cml Disobedience by means of 
this Act f The object of this Act any one can see, it does not need very 
much a(*umen to find out where it is driving at. It is not so niiieli the CiAil 
Disobedience You are not frightened by these terrorists You cannot 
tell that noAv to the Indian people. I know that the Britisher is a brave 
person, he has fought Germany, he is constantly fighting aaufs on tiu' 
different frontiei's of the Empire. It is not that. I tell you what is the 
Avhole idea behind this measure. You want to attack the Press ; that is 
the whole objective behind tliis game (hear, hear). You are not going 
to tell me that you, wiio fought perhaps some of the bravest nations on 
the face of this earth, that jou, are frightened by 100 or 200 terrorists 
and that you cannot take care of them. I will not belieA^e it. I say that 
in every measure that you propound there is something quite different 
behind it. We are no more children in this country to take ^miir measures 
afc their face value. The facade is quite different ; there is sometbing 
inside the house which is entirely different. I Avill now try my best to 
prove it to you and to the people who are Avilling to he convineed by reason 
that this is the whole and main objective behind all this. In the case of 
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the Civil Disobedience Movement, in ease it is going to be revived, if yon 
admit that it is a principle which has come to stay, how are your press 
laws, or how is the Criminal Law Amendment Act going to prevent the 
Civii Disobedience Movement ? Therefore, it cannot be prevented. 

I will now come down perhaps to the second ground which the 
Honourable the Home Member has given to the House to authorize him 
to place this Act on the Statute-book, and that is on account of terrorists. 
The ?3est thing when one becomes panicky or frightened is to analyse tlu' 
situation. I believe that that course will not be denujd to me by the 
Opposite Benches. What is terrorism ! Is terrorism foreign to oui 
nature, to our culture and to our traditions or is it something that 
we will take to readiiy ? You have only to iook at the traditions 
and culture of India to realise that terrorism is something that is 
very foreign to the people of this country. I do not do any injustice 
by saying this, I do not claim very much more than what has already been, 
granted to the Indian, the mild Hindu if you please. Terrorism is so 
foreign to his nature that actnally it has become a fault of his and the 
opprobrious name of mild Hindu has been applied to liira. I am 
convinced that it will also comfort rny Honourable friend, Sir Ghnlam 
Hussain Hidayatallah, to know that he is not included under very much 
of a different category to the mild Hindu. Therefore, terrorism is after 
all against the tradition of the country. Well, then, I am not talking of 
reviving terrorism of toda^^ or the terrorism that wa^s during this preced- 
ing period when it was nearly wiped out. I want to be fair to the oppon- 
ents and I am going to take terrorism in its worst days. On the other 
side of the Ganges, in Southern India and in the Central India, where 
were the cases of terrorism ! There were none. Mind you, Sir, it is a 
vast tract of country, perhaps five-sixths of India and with all that, in 
these, it was not that the papers were not being circulated. I will pre- 
sently try to explain it in a better way. Where was terrorism ? Terro- 
rism was localised to two Provinces, that is the Punjab and Bengal or the 
north of India. It is merely common sense that when a vast country like 
this is practically free from terrorism and when only in a few provinces 
it is localised, then what a good physician or a good doctor will do f How 
will he diagnose ! Will he condemn the whole country or will he be 
right in saying that this is a local disease audj therefore, when a treatment 
is to be undertaken it is to be entirely local. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) : 
Amputate that portion. 

Dr. 6 . V. Deshmukh : But you do not amputate the whole body. 
I am glad that the Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar has taken the very 
words out of my mouth. T am coming to the very argument presently. 
I am glad that the Honourable Member has anticipated me. I say it is 
a local disease and. if there had been any terrorism in any otlier pari, of 
the country I can aissnre you that tlie Honourable the Home Member would 
have informed us of it, but even yesterday in an apologetic way, he said 
that terrorism seemed to be reviving in Northern India. Well, Sir, if 
i^at is so, what I say is this. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : What about the attack on the 
Qoveirnor f 
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Dr. G. V. Deshmukli : You are very good, I was not going to 
forget it ; I was going to mention it. It was not. an act 
of terrorism, if you have read the case. That is why I say you are 
panicky, and, with the names of terrorism and Civil Disobe- 
dience, you seem to lose your brains and get panicky 

(Laughter), and that is how an attempt is being made to stampede you 
and people of your type into voting for this measure (Laughter). Now, 
Hir, I say that if the disease is local you must try to find out local 
remedies for it. Why is it that terrorism does not exist in the rest of 
India but seems to exist only m the land of the eTallianwaila Bagh and 
in the land of detenus where detenus are kept in prison without trial, 
wuliiout giving them a chance to defend themselves and without bringing 
them to trial 

The HonoxuaMei Sir Henry Craik *. Has there been no terrorism in 
Bombay 'i 

Li. Cf. ¥. ijeJiTJukii . No, Bn* 

The Honourable 'Sir Henry Graik What about the attempt to 
murder Sir Ernest liotson ? 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh ; Would you call that an act of terrorism f 
What IS an act of terrorism ? If, without warning in the middle of the 
night, "somebody tries to come and kill you, that may be called an act of 
terrorism. After all, you yourself have never proved that it was an act 
of terrorism. It might have been a private grievance ; I am not here to 
defend it. But I do deny that that particular act was an act of terrorism. 
But even supposing for the sake of argument that there was one attempt 
which fortunately did not result in any loss of life, in the whole of the 
5|6ths of India with a population of about 200 million 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : That is quite inaccurate ; there 
were acts of terrorism in Madras too. 

Dr. 6. V. Deskmukh : I am absolutely in love with your style of 
making assertions. What I say is that if there was only an attempt in 
a vast territory containing about more than 200 million population, 
would you call that terrorism in the country f When it suits you, you 
say that India is a big country, it is not a country, but it is a continent ; 
it consists of different races and different provinces. But can you show 
me a single w'’eek in wdiich in the continent of Europe there is not one 
single act of violence ^ You see terrorism in the civilised parts of 
Europe such as Fr!inee, Germany and England and in other iiarts but you 
do not on that account have repressive laws and laws concentrating the 
wliole of the power in the executive authority. 

Mr F. B. James : My Honourable friend is pobably not aware that, 
over a greater part of the continent of Europe, there are such reprerisive 
law^s as my Honourable friend does not dream of. 

Dr G. V. Deshmukh : My Honourable friend docs not seem to have 
either heard or understood what I said in the earlier part of my speech. 
If you have a dictatorial and despotic Government here tomorrow, I am 
with you ; I have no complaint against you. But because ^you make a 
pretence of democratic and Parliamentary Government, that is why I am 
coming forward before you, and I say that if you want to keep your 
prestige as a Parliamentary nation, you must grant us Parliamentary 
institutions and you must behave in a democratic fashion. And it is no 

LlSTIiAD ^ 
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good your picking up instances from countries whicli are ruled autocra- 
tically and applying those to us and then saying that you are still a 
Parliamentary nation. That is my complaint ; I hope you are satisfied. 
(Laughter.) 

Well, Sir, coming back to this terrorism, will you penalise the whole 
country by having a general measure like this I I say that for a local 
complaint you can certainly by all means have a local remedy. xVnd you 
cannot deny that you have plenty of weapons in your armoury. And I 
do not know why so much fuss is being made about the future Constitu- 
tion and trying to see that the future Ministers may be left in compara- 
tive peace. That does not mean much of a compliment to iny own com- 
patriots and countrymen because it is an insidious insult if only my 
countrymen will look at it. The argument is put forward that they want 
to give to the future Government these Acts so that their administration 
may he easy. I suppose the Members of this House well know that tlie 
future Constitution is supposed to be provincial autonomy and that all 
the authorities are supposed to be transferred to Indian hands ; and they 
have no confidence that my own countrymen, the Indian Ministers, will 
be able to administer properly under criticism unless from now on they 
make this preparation that there shall be no criticism by the press. Sir, 
this is an insidious underground insult to my own countrymen and under 
the garb of saying that they want to leave the future Constitution safe 
and smooth to work. This is the insult that is being hurled at my own 
countrymen. In the case, therefore, of this local terrorism I have no^ 
complaint if you have local measures^ It is not that even in the future 
Constitution you are not supplied with the proper remedies. Why, you 
have the discretion of the Governor ; it is not merely the Governor 
General in Council hut you have his independent judgment. He is 
responsible for the safety, he can have Ordinances and even Ordinance 
Acts. With all these powers and with provincial autonomy soon to come 
in, I fail to see the force of the argument that in the interests of the 
future CofisUtution that is coming in, let us have an all- India measure 
so that the future Constitution may be safe to work. T say that there is 
something behind this and that something, so far as I can guess, is 
nothing hut attack on the press. 

Now, Sir, let me come to the third ground on which the Home 
Member wants the permission of this House for this Statute, and that is 
Communism. There again I am not very much frightened of Com- 
munism. And after all is said and done, in spite of the lurid picture 
that was drawn before our eyes so that our hair may stand on end that 
there will be armed revolution and the fabric of the society will be 
destroyed, I say here again I am not frightened at all. Can you prevent 
the principles of Communism coming into this country f You go round 
to all the booksellers and their shelves are full of Eussian history and the 
principles of Communism. They are not written in Eussian, if you 
please, but by your own English authors. 'And they are not revolutionary 
authors but men like Bertrand Eussell and H. G. Wells and others. You 
will find libraries full of this Eussian literature. Therefore, so far as the 
principles of Communism are concerned you cannot absolutely prevent 
them ; you oannot prevent the intercourse of nations in these days much 
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as any tyrant would like to do. It is impossible, the times are not with 
them. 

Pandit Krisbna Kant Malaviya : And there is the judgment of the 
Calcutta High Court 

Dr €r. V. DeshmuMi ; Yes, I will come to that. 

Then, so far as the principles of Communism are concerned, I do not 
think anybody can prevent them. And what is more, if you object to 
those principles, how is the progress of humanity to go on ? It is the 
glory of England and perhaps the one consolation that we have, — ^it might 
be a very poor consolation but it is a consolation and a grievance also, — 
that a nation which stands so much for free thought and has given 
shelter to so many persecuted Princes and Governments of Europe should 
by chance govern us but at the same time deny us the same privileges 
which they accord, not only to their own people, but particularly to those 
people w^hom they have nothing to do with. That is our grievance. All 
these books you cannot prevent. What is going to happen to your -jiidiciai 
Courts ? 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) 
resumed the Chair.] 

What is going to happen after the decision in the Calcutta High 
Court the other day ? For ^mere designing or planning you cannot put 
a man in prison. I suppose there again the Government of India will 
say We cannot bring these culprits to book and, llierefore, let us have 
new legislation, which will take away the power of the High Courts and 
put it in the hands of the District Magistrate as has been done in the case 
of the press in this very Act I take it that that is going to be the next 
step under this democratic parliamentary Government What are you 
going to do by having this PresSs Act f By preventing papers saying 
anything about Communism, you cannot prevent the principles behig 
disseminated amongst the intellectuals or amongst the reading public of 
this country ; and, therefore, you might as weU not make the attempt to 
muzzle the press. If it comes to action which goes against the law of the 
land or against society, I take it that the Hononrable the Home Member 
will not sleep as he is doing now : we will certainly expt'ct him to stir 
and sit up and do something — ^there is sufficient power in the( country 
to prevent that. But in the hope that some day danger might arise 
you are not going to fetter the country by all kinds of measures at the 
present time. 

But even here, the analysis of Communism does not stop. I might 
be permitted and excused if T give some of my personal experiences that 
I have had with the leaders of this Communism 1 think that the first 
real display of the Communistic spirit, that might be said 1o have 
occurred in this country, was in 1928 — I think it was in connection with 
the textile strike that took place in Bombay. My friend. Sir Ghulam 
Hus^sain Hidayatallah, will bear me out that I took a considerable part, 
occupying ar important position — ^the chair of honour in that city, that 
is the President of the Bombay Municipal Corporation which gave two 
such illustrious Presidents to this Assembly. (A Voioe : '‘You will be 
the third May be. During that time — ^this strike went on for nearly 
ten weekis or three months and it was a regular textile strike : I 
happened to go am;ongst the majority of men who were prisoners in the 
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Meerut Conspiracy Case later under the charge of Communism or 
Bolshevism or somethmg of the sort— 1 will tell you the genesis of this 
and that might suggest a remedy to the Government, if they mean to take 
it up : 1 say that this Communism in India as everywhere else is nothing 
but a struggle between the haves and the have-nots : and if the have-nots 
have not got sufiicient to feed themselves and if they are slarvetl and if 
they have to go and live their lives in misery, then call it Communisin or 
call it Bolshevism or call it capitalism and labour trouble — you are going 
to have trouble ; and if it has developed further into the so-called Com- 
munism 1 say thq,t the genesis is entirely there, because to my mind when 
they went on strike it was not so entirely unreasonable : I had conferences 
with the Millowners’ Association — I think my llonoinable friend, tlir 
Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah, was in charge of tnc department of 
Government w'hieh deals with this and what is more, nof. only was I of the 
opinion, but here is one who was also of the same opinion. 1 ask him 
whether he can deny it ; he cannot ; because he had a conference with 
them at the Secretariat : if he had thought that they were Comn'unist,s, 
that they were red-hot Bolshevists, I take that he would not have con- 
ferred with them 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : May I rise to a personal ex- 
planation and as the Honourable Member has spoken of me ? At that 
time 1 wa.s in charge of Labour and I wanted to settle the strike : 
therefore, I had to call the leaders whether they were Commnnists or 
others ; and I succeeded in settling that dispute. 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh : I am very glad that Sir Ghulam Hussain 
has given his explanation. The dispute was finally settled by Sir 
Ghulam Hussain on the last day ; hut if you ask those gentlemen 
thcrasel'-es they will have to admit that practically all the preparation 
for it was done by the Bombay Municipal Corporation. I do not 
grudge Sir Ghulam having the credit — let him have it If it is for tlie 
welfare of my country and people — I do not care who takes ihe creiM — - 
I do nol care even if the present Government of India take the 
credit What I stand for is the weal and welfare of my people and 
it is from that point of view that I am discussing all these things. I 
say if yon want to prevent Communism or Bolshevism coming in, it 
will not be by throttling the press : it will not he by repressive mea- 
sures ; but it will be by improving the industries of this eountry 
I see the Finance Minister puffing out his cheeks and smiling 
(Laughter.) I am glad he has done that. If he had a chance, I am 
sure he would have quoted some Professor Pegu or somebody or othei- — 
he is fond of quoting books. I will ask him very simple questions 
which perhaps he has neglected to this day ; hut Indians, like Eomesh 
Chunder Dutt and Mahadev Govind Ranade, found out a long time 
ago, perhaps 50 years ago, before either the Finance Member or I was 
hern. By the statistics and producing power of this country, they 
proved eonclusively that this country has no hope unless it takes to 
industries. Ro long as it stickg^only to agriculture, agriculture cannot 
maintain the population in this country. It is all very well for In’m 
to maintain the balance of trade by selling the precions metals ■ 

T suppose if in 'England they had a Finance Minister like this who 
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kept up the balance of trade by exporting precious metals he would 
soon have been exported. (Laughter.) I do not know if that is the 
cause of his being here. (Kenewed Laughter.) Here, with no res- 
ponsibility, with no power of criticism in the people, he can go about 
prcaclung his old ancient ideas which do not suit present conditions 
of the country, quote professors, bully merchants wherever he goes, 
talk to them what he likes as he did in Bombay and do generally as 
he likes with the country. But 1 do not think he could have done it 
in his or in any other country. (Interruptions and cnes of Go on/’) 
Therefore, the real remedy against this is the industrial regeneration 
of the country. What country is there on this earth which will on 
grounds of economy say — where the Commerce Member will be 
allowed to continue if he uses the arguments : We can buy our 

materials outside at a cheaper rate in the case of vital industries.'^ 
The labourers of that country, the industrial labourers would not make 
his' lite as a Commerce Member worth while even for two days : they 
will soon see to it that he has to vacate his office. We hear all kinds 
of arguments here. We hear that because it is cheaper to buy some 
materials from outside, — I do not want to allude personally to any- 
body, and I hope that nobody will take my remarks as personal, — it is 
not from the present Commerce Member alone that we hear it but we 
also heard it from his predecessors, — we hear that because it is cheaper 
to buy s(»me material from outside we should buy it in preference 
to ihe indigenous material Sir, whoever has heard in regard to com- 
mercial policy that when you start thinking of an industry, the deli- 
berations go on for 18 years, and at the end of 13 years you say that 
it IS not profitable to get the material in this country because accord- 
ing to statistics it is cheaper for you lo buy that stuffi from ouisule 1 
Hir, 1 say that all vital industries of the country must first be started 
irrespective of whether they are profitable or not, because, Sir, besides 
eaiculai ing the return in pounds, shilling and pence, it gives em- 
ployment to labour, it improves the status, the manhood of the nation, 
it improves the level of life. It has so many indirect advantages 
which cannot be calculated in rupees, annas and pies. Therefore, I say 
that so long as the policy of this country continues to be what it is a1 
present, if vital industries are ignored or neglected, if industries 
are not started, fostered and developed in this country, what is the 
industrial labour to do ^ ‘Your law and order may be all right, peace 
and tranquillity may be all right, but they are only means to an end. 
Where the Honourable Member who spoke yesterday and we on this 
side differ is in this. He wants peace and tranquillity as an end in 
itself 5 we want peace and tranquillity as a means to an end. Y'ou will 
have peace and tranquillity when yfou have the tranquillity of death ; 
we also want the repose, but we want the repose of life. That is the 
difference between your way of looking at things and our way of 
looking at things, hence arises all this difference between you and us 
and the difference in point of view between you and us. That is the 
vital difference, and, therefore, whatever yon may say cannot appeal 
to us, and I daresay whatever we say cannot and will not appeal 
to you, because our* way of looking at things is quite different 
from yours. Sir, I think it is Balzac who mentions in one of his 
novels about somebody’s wife crying. He was one of those ultra 
scientists very fond, of facts and figures. His wife happened to be 
LISTLAD 5 
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eryxng, and ke tells her, “ Why are you crying 1 Do you know what 
youTi tears mean ? Tkey mean 99.94 per cent, ol water and perhaps 
.06 per cent, of sodium chloride (Daughter.) Whenever our own 
wife and child cry we realise the pain and feeling, bur that realisa- 
tion cannot be the same when we see the wife and child of somebody 
else crying. Logic and life cannot go together. You are talking 
merely of your dry facts and figures, whereas we are vitally concerned 
m our country’s welfare m this question. You are merely concerned 
with the interests of your oflice, you are concerned to that extent 
alone, and no more. As soon as your term of office is over, you take 
your pay and whatever fortune you make and clear out of this country. 
And what is still more regrettable, you take away with you the ex- 
perience that you gain from this country. What we want to do, — and 
that is W’hat we are trying to do for the welfare of our people, — 
we want to keep all that talent and experience in this country. INow, 
we as human beings are not very different from you, but we look at 
things from different viewpoints, or to use a vary common expression, 
from a different angle of vision. We look at baby’s tears as our 
baby’s tears which will move us from an emotiomi point of view ; 
you look at them from an economist's point of view so far as India is 
concerned ; not that you are incapable of feeling when the emotions 
are stirred. Why ? You saw the attitude and conduct of the Home 
Member just a little while ago when the passions were stirred. In 
spite of his advice to us yesterday that we should not introduce bitter- 
ness or emotion into the discussion we saw him perturbed and agitated 
and he could not hear tie speech of my friend, Pandit Malaviya. You 
may thoroughly dislike it. We hear many things from your side 
which we thoroughly dislike. I suppose yesterday the Home Member 
was prominent on that side in shouting ‘ Order, order ’ if I am not 
very iniieli mistaken. I don’t say he was wrong ; he was perfectly 
right ; and I would, do the same on this side. But it is very easy to 
talk about being dispassionate, being cold and looking at things merely 
in the light of cold reason and logic when things do not touch you. 
As soon as things really touch you, not merely in the matter of emotions, 
but in the matter of interests, then every human being is ant to lose 
his logic ........ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) c If, the 
Honourable Member has much more to say...... 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh : Sir, I have a great deal more to say, and I 
Shall' require a little more time. 

. ; President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rabim) : Then it is 
^tter we adjourn now. 

The Assembly then adjourned tiU Eleven of the Clock on Mondav 
the 9th September, 1935. vuuaj', 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Tribal Vendetta on the North-West Frontier. 

197. "^Mr. S, Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the facts regarding the tribal vendetta on the North- 

West Frontier published on the 22nd May, 1935, are 
correct ; 

(b) what part Government played therein ; and 

(a) whether Government observe neutrality in such matters ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : With your permission, Sir, I propose to reply 
to questions Nos 197, 210 and 213 together, as they all relate to the 
murder of Khan Sahib Zangi Khan, Madda Khel, and the events v^hieh 
followed it. 

The reports published in the papers were noticed by GoveniTnent 
The facts stated in the account published on the 22nd May, 1935, are 
based on information supplied by Government to the Press and are 
substantially correct. 

These events toolc place in unadministered tribal territory, where 
Government do not exercise control in regard to purely internal tribal 
matters. 

Inionnation regarding important events on the North- West 
Fiontier is Invariably furnished, as in this instance, to the Press. 
Go'ST^Timenl do not consider it necessary to table the papers. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : May I know what is meant by unadmmistered 
areas I What is the extent and nature of Government control in these 
areas ? 

Mr, J 6. Acheson : Government control is of a general nature and 
is mainly confined to protecting the interests of the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring administered districts of British India. 

Mr, S, Satyamuiti : With regard to the Honourable Member 
answer to clause (c) of question No. 197, may I know whether in these 
unadniinislerecl areas the Government obserye strict neutrality among 
those tribes or whether they support one tribe as against the other, 
and, if so. on what considerations ^ 
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Mr. J. G Acheson : It is extremely difficulty to give answers to 
genei al questions regarding* iiiiacbiiinistered tribal territory as tlie 
conditions vary enormously from place to place ^ If the Honouiabie 
Member will sx)ecify any particular area, I will give an answer. 

Dr, Khan Sahib : Is it a fact that in the unadministered area round 
about Loe Agra the woods there are kept as a preserve for the pleasiire 
shoots of the Political Officer and his British friends, and is it also a 
fact that, if any tribal man Intercedes, he is fined Rs. 50 and given 
lluee months’ rigorous imprisonment? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I have no information, but the story rounds to 
me exiremely improbable. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Alay I know what is meant by purely inter- 
tribal matters ? 

Mr. J. G Acheson : It is difficult to give legal definition at such 
short notice, but speaking offhand, I should define purely inter-tribal 
matters as being matters which do not concern the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring districts of British India. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Will the Honourable Member kindly take the 
trouble of finding out if what I have stated is true ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Certainly. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know the reasons why Government at 
all interfere as between these tribes ? What are the reasons why 
Government interfere ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : In the interests of the security of tlic neigh- 
bouring districts of British India and the interests of the security of 
India as a wffiole. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government tried to come lo any terms 
with those iieople. in order to observe certain rules in their relations 
with one another ? 

Mr. J. G, Acheson : Certainly. In most cases agreemoiivs l-ave 
been executed with the tribes, and these are being observed. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : In how many cases, have such agreements 
been executed ? 

Mr. J. 6. Acheson : I cannot give the exact number, but I would 
refer the Honourable Member to Aitchison’s Treaties, a copy of which 
is, I believe, in the Library of the House. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : Is that the latest word on the subject ^ 

Mi*. J. G. Acheson : It is the latest word up to, I believe, 1928, 

when the last edition was revised. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are there any treaties after 1928 ? 

Mr. J. 6. Acheson : I believe there have been one or two agn-'e- 
iftenis — one, for instance, the Jhalanai Agreement of 1933 which has 
recently been broken by the Upper Mohmands. 

Mr, S. Saty^urti : With reference to the Honourable Member’s 

answers to question No. 210 which was also answered along with 
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question No. 197, may I know whether the Durand Line is still thb- 
Pr()ntier recognised by the tribes as such f 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Yes, Sir. I will suggest that I should meet 
my Hcmourable friend and some of his friends and give them a lecture 
on the subject and give answers to questions. I find it very diBicult 
to answer this miscellaneous mass of questions in the House Lhoiigh 
f am very happy to give all the information I possibly can. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I do not want lectures, but I want some intelii- 
gibic liiformation oliout the Frontier I am asking the Honourable 
Member why, in of all those various treaties, the tribal warfare 

pei-petiially goes on costing enormous sums to the Indian Exchequer 
and loss of life 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : It is a big 
question, and it cannot be answered by means of questions and 
answers. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Sir, it is a non-voted subject, and what else 
can we do ? We can only ask questions. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : It deals %vith 
a ])ig question of policy, and the Chair thinks it can be more appro- 
priately discussed on the budget. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : We are seeking information, and we cannot 
get information on the budget discussion. Anyhow, I leave it at that. 
As regards the Honourable Member answer to question No. 213, 

I thought I heard the Honourable Member say that this was in con- 
nection with the construction of a road, 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I did not say that, it had no connection with 
the construction of a road. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Then, what was this murder due to ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : As far as can be ascertained, it was committed 
in prosecution of a typical Pathan blood feud. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Is it a fact that people who know about this 
murder on the Frontier attribute it to the Political Department ? 

Mr. J. G, Acheson : I resent that question very much. I have 
never heard of any such allegation, and it is entirely false. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the Honourable Member’s 
answer to part (o) of question No. 213, will Government place all the 
relevant papers on the table of the House ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Government do not consider it necessary to 
place the papers on the table of the House. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know why they do not consider it 
necessary f 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I have nothing to add to my answer. 

Safeguarding of the Interests of Indians in Kenya. 

198 ^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether after the debate in this House during the last Session 
on the adjournment motion on the question of Indians in 
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Kenya, especially as regards the reservation of the highlands 
for Europeans, any correspondence has passOil between them 
and the British Government, and if so, whcllier they will 
place the correspondence on the table ; 

(h) whether there has been any change in the situation, and if so, 
for better or for worse ; and 

(c) what steps Government propose to take to safeguard the 
interests of Indians in Kenya f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Since the debate referred to by 
the Honourable Member the representations foreshadowed by me have 
been made to His Majesty's Government, and the result is awaited. 
Government regret that publication of the correspondence cannot he 
considered until the negotiations have been completed. 

(/)) So far as Government are aware there has been no change in 
the situation for the worse. 

(c) Government have already taken such steps as seemed desir 
able to safeguard Indian interests in this matter. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to clause (a) 
of the question, may I know when the Government of India addressed 
His Majesty's Government on this matter ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Soon after the debate. I do not 
exactly remember the date. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have they had any reply to it or none at all f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The position is that the Secretary of 
State for India and the Secretary of State for the Colonies are discus- 
sing this matter. 

Mx. S. Satyamurti : With reference to clause (&), I take it there 
has been no change for the better either. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : There is no change at all. The 
status quo remains. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to clause (c), I thought my 

Honourable friend said that Government have taken some steps. May 

I knov' definitely what steps they have taken ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : At this stage, the only step taken is the 
step of representing the position to His Majesty's Government. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Government of India remind His 
Majesty's Government and ask them to expedite a decision on this 
matter f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I think my Honourable friend will 
apprcidate the fact that we do not want to hustle the Colonial Office 
unduly It is not that we are altogether contented with the existing 

posilion. At the same time, it is very much better than the position 

which would be if the Order in Council were passed and we want to 
fet the Colonial Office have as much time as they like in order to con- 
sider this n|atter,so long as the result of the conKsideration is favourable 
to m 
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Mr. S. Satyamnrti : Are Government satisfied that no final order 
will be passed, until the Government of India have had their final say 
in the matter ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The Secretary of State for the Colonies 
gave an assurance to that effect in the House of Commons. 

Mr. B. Das : Is the Honourable Member aware of the statement of 
Mr. Pandya and has he approached the Honourable Member in that 
eonnection ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : With the exception of the interview 
that he gave to the press, Mr. Pandya has taken no steps to approach 
the Government of India either in regard to this matter or any other 
matter affecting Indians in Kenya. 

Mr. B. Das : He is probably disappointed with the Government of 
India 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : That is a question which my friend 
might address to Mr. Pandya, bnt my recollection of the interview is 
that he expressed satisfaction with the steps taken by the Government 
of India. 

Positions oe Indians in Zanzibar with reoabd to the Clove Ordinances. 

199. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) the latest position of Indians in Zanzibar with regard to the 

clove ordinances ; 

(б) what steps tlie Government of India have taken and are taking ; 

and 

(e) whether the question will be settled when the next clove crop 
comes in, and if not, why not ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (&). The attention of the 
Honourable Member is invited to the reply given by me on the 4fch 
September, 1935, to question No. 118. 

(c) T hope so. Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know, apart from this optimistic tem- 
perament which I entirely share with my Honourable friend, he has 
any reasons for this hope ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The mere fact that the Colonial Office 
have not told us definitely that they propose to do nothing, is, in my 
opinion, a circumstance that gives rise to hope. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : Is there nothing more hopeful than that in 
the situation ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : My friend will appreciate that there 
can be nothing more definite until we have had a definite reply, 
which has not yet materialised. 

Mr S Satyamurti : Will the Government of India ask the 
Colonial Office to expedite the reply ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I can assure my Honourable friend 
tliat the Government of India are stimulating the Colonial Office to such 
an extent as they consider desirable. 
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Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyaiigar : Is the Honourable Member 
aware of an Associated Press message that a company has been lioaled 
in England by name Zanzibar Distilleries Company “I 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I think my Honourable friend, Mr 
Joslii, put a similar question, and I asked him to supply information 
So that I might consider whether an inquiry is desirable. If my 
Honourable friend will do likewise, I shall be very glad to oblige him. 

Rate-Wae between the British India Steam Navigation Combahy and 
the Agarwal Steam Navigation Company. 

200 "^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state . 

(a) whether they are aware of the rate-war going on between the 
B. I. S. N. Company and the Agarwal Steam Navigation 
Company ; 

(h) whether Government propose to take any steps in the matter ; 
and 

(c) if not, why not f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : With your per- 
mission, Sir, I shall answer questions Nos. 200 and 225 together. 

The Government of India recently received from the Agamyal 
Steam Navigation Company a complaint alleging that the British 
India Steam Navigation Company had started a rate-war against 
them by reducing the passenger fares on the run between Eaugoon 
and Calcutta, and requesting the intervention of Government in the 
matter. Shortly thereafter a representation was also received from 
Messrs. Ganga Singh and S. C. Bhattacharjee, on behalf of one 
Passenger Service League, Eangoon, requesting the intervention of 
the Government of India in regard to the question of reducing passage 
rates between Rangoon and the Indian ports to the pre-war level and 
in the rate-war alleged to have been started by the British India Steam 
Navigation Company. As regards the alleged rate-war, the Agarwal 
Company, on their own showing, were the first to reduce thir passage 
rate between Rangoon and Calcutta and only complained when a further 
reduction of rates was made by the other Company. The Government 
of India, therefore, decided not to take any action in the matter. With 
regard to the general question of reduction of passage rates between 
Rangoon and the Indian ports, reference is invited to the reply given 
by the Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore to Mr. Ananthasayanam 
Ayyangar’s unstarred questions Nos. 116 and 118 on the 27th 
Febniary, 1985. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the position of the Government of 
India f Do they refuse to interfere to reduce the fares between Rangoon 
and Indian ports ^ 

The Hcmourable Sir Muhammad Zafnillah Khan : As the Govern- 
ment of India found that the rate-war which had been complained of had 
been started bv the complainant company, they did not consider it fair 
to call it to the notice of the other company concerned In this case, 
the rate-wal* had been started by the Agarwal Company themselves 
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Ittr. S. Satyamiirti : Apart fi'om the original responsibiiityj do not 
the Government of India consider that, in the interests of the develop- 
ment of Indian shipping, they should lay down certain maxima and 
minima rates, so that there may be a fair chance for Indian shipping 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Under whai 
authority 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have the Government examined that question i 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government have 
looked into the question which was raised, to which I have given a reply, 
but if my Honourable friend will tell me under what authority he expcv^'s 
Government to interfere, I shall look into the question further 

Mi*. S. Satyamurti : Have Government considered the need for giv- 
ing some opportunity for Indian shipping to develop ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It appears from 
the correspondence carried on between the two companies that according 
to one of these companies the rates are already so low as to be 
uneconomical. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : With regard to clause (h) of question No. 2S5, 
may I know what is the reason why the Government do not propose to 
reduce these fares to the economic level prevailing immediately before 
the War ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have suggested 
that if my friend will refer me to the authority under which Government 
can interfere, I shall be very happy to look into the matter. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Am T the legal adviser to the Government of 
India 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Rahim) : The Honourable 
Member’s reply is that Government have no authority. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : They could easily say so ! 

Mr Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : Is it the contention of the Govern- 
ment that the Agarwal Companj^ violated the agreement entei'ed into 
by them with the B. I S. N Co. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Was there any 
agreement entered into ’ 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : I thought Sir Joseph Bhore 
brought about certain compromise between these, two companies ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Those were not the 
companies eoneemed. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Do Government eonsiclof that the unfettered 
rate-war now going on is in the interests of Indian shipping ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : If T am bound to 
otfer an opinion on that, T think, when companies start a rate-war 
bcAveen Ihemselves it is bound to injure some interest or other, but T 
am not in a position give an opinion as to this particular rate-war and 
the limits that it has reached. 
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Mr. Sami ¥eiicataclielam Chetty : Will (jovenimeiit make a simiiar 
arrang^ement as in the ease of the other companies 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrnllah Khan : Government's 
good offices were invited in connection with one or two previous disputes 
and Government were ready to oifer their good offices when they fcmnd 
that the companies concerned were willing that Government should take 
a hand in the matter. When Government find a similar readiness on 
behalf of any other group, I think Government will not be behind- 
hand in offering their help, if, by the offer of such good offices, they 
can help to bring about a settlement. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty : Having regard to the fact that 
one of the companies stands to gain by tins struggle, would it not be 
possible for the Government themselves to intervene and bring about a 
settlement ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : At the stage 
where matters stand, Government are not sure which company is likely 
to gain and which is likely to lose. When they come to a stage when they 
require the good offices of Government and the intervention of Govern- 
ment is likelj’- to lead to good results, Government will not be unwilling 
to render such assistance as they can ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government not aware that Indian shipping 
is in an infant stage as compared witli these giants ! Will not Govern- 
ment offer their good offices in the interests of the development of Indian 
shipping ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government’s ex- 
perience is that the offer of good offices at a stage when the good offices 
are likely to be rejected by those concerned does not lead to any useful 
purpose. A stage might arise when such good offices might lead to good 
results 

Gold bxpobted ebom India since England went off the Gold Standabd. 

201. *Mr. S, Satyamurti ; Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) the total quantity of gold exported from this country since 

England went off the gold standard j 

(б) the effect of it on the internal or the external trade of India ; 

and 

(c) whether Government propose to take any step to prohibit and 
restrict the export of gold from this country, and if not^ 
why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) About 30^ million ounces 
between 22nd September, 1931, and the 25th August, 1935 

(1) and (c). I would invite the attention of the Honourable Member 
to the reply given h^^^ me to starred question No. 8 by Mr. T. S. Avinashi- 
ling^m Chettiar during the current Session. 

^ ,Mr. S. Satyamurti : Has the Finance Member not changed his 
opinion yet ! 

TSia Honourable Sir James Grigg : Not yet. 
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Mr. S. SatyamuilJi : Has the Finance Member examined the question 
as to kow much of this gold is what is called distress gold ”, that is, 
not gold which can be spared easily, but gold which is given up out cf 
distress of the unfortunate people concerned ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; I have considered that aspect of 
the question in so far as it is possible to do it without a special inquirj^ 
A special inquiry would, of course, be extraordinarily expensive, and, I 
think, would lead to very indefinite results. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the conclusion of the Finance Member's 
examination of this question ? How much of this is distress gold 

The Honourable Sir James Crigg : Not very much, in my own 
opinion, but I do not claim that it is more than a matter of opinion. 

Prof N G. Ranga : Is the Honourable Member aware of a book 
called Wisdom and Waste " written by one of their own experts, 
Mr. Darling, in which it is definitely stated that a great part of this 
gold IS; naturally, very distress gold f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I do not entirely agree with 
Mr. Darling, though, of course, this may be presumptuous on my part 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government institute an inquiry and find 
out how much of this is distress gold, and whether the interests of the 
country do not demand at least a limited embargo on this gold export ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : No, Sir. 

Prof. N. G Ranga : What is the extent of the scope for the further 
exports of gold from India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Do you mean how much gold is 
left in India Some figures were given in one of the League of Nations 
publications. I can look it up, and T can give the Honourable Member 
the reference. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T ask what have been the aggregate 
exports to date and how much of gold ivS still left ' 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : My recollection is — if you look 
at the League of Nations publication to which I have referred — that 
only about a fifth or sixth of the gold stocks has left the country 

Prof N G. Ranga : In view of the deplorable condition of our 
present balance of trade how much longer does the Finance Member 
expect our unrestricted gohl exports to help him in the balance of 
trade ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : As long as is necessary 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Does the Honourable Member wish and expect 
all the gold to be exported ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : No, Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to clause (6) of the question — 

I am not prying into Budget secrets — ma^- I ask, whether the Honourable 
Member has considered the possibility of these gold exports falling, and 
of his apple cart being then upset ? 
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The Honourable Sir James Grrigg : I have considered that possibility, 
but I do not think it is probable in the near future. 

Mr. Lalchand Navairai : How much gold does the Honourable Mem- 
ber wish should remain in India f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 am not prepared to answer a 
hypothetical question like that. 

Mr. Lalchand Navairai : I only want the Honourable Member to 
give us the aggregate quantity that has been exported and 1 want to know 
how much scope for further exports there is now f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I am not prepared to answer that 
offhand. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rabim) : Next question. 

Rights of Inbiaks in Zanzibar. 

202. "^Mr. S. Satyamxirti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the statement made 

by Mr Ghulam Ali Qadarbhoy, Zanzibar Indian Leader, 
published by the Associated Press of India, on the 19th 
May, 1935, regarding the rights oi India) is in Zanzibar ; 

(b) whether the statements made therein are true ; and 

(c) what step if any, Government propose to take in tlie matter ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(6) The statements referred to by the Honourable Member contain 
both facts and inferences. Of the former, only those relating to Zanzib^ir 
appear to be precise These are substantially coiTect. 

(r) Tlie position of Indians in the territories mentioned continues to 
engage the attention of Government. As regards the Zanzibar I^and 
Alienation Decree, a Commission was a]>pointed by the Government of 
Zanzibar to report on the problem of agricultural indebtedness in the 
Protectorate. Its report has been submitted and is under the considera- 
tion of the Colonial Government. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have the Government of India got a copy of 
that report 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Yes, Sir, but it is still confidential. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have this Government made any representations 
to His Majesty’s Government on that report ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Ye«, Sir, we have represented to His 
Majesty Government that the report should be published as soon as 
possible. 

Mr. S. Satyumurti : Have they made any recommendations from the 
point of India to His Majesty’s Government ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The Government of India prefer to defer 
representations until they are in possession of the viewts of the Colonial 
Government. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are the G-overnment of India satisfied that the 
Colonial Government will not pass final orders, till the Government of 
India have had an opportunity of expressing their opinion 

Bir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The Secretary of State for Ihe Colonies 
has been asked to take no action on the report or on the recommenda- 
tions of the Government of Zanzibar until the Government of India 
have had an op])ortunity of making their representations ^ 

Mx. S Satyamurti : Hais he made any yet ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Yes. 

Financial Adjustment eor the Creation of the Neiv Provinces of Orissa 

AND Sind 

208 S. Satyamnrti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the financial adjustment for the creation of the new 

provinces of Orissa and Sind have been completed ; 

(b) if so, wbat they are ; and 

(c) if not, whether the Governments of Madras and Bihar and 

Orissa in respect of Orissa, and the Government of Bombay 
in respect of Sind, will be given opportunities to state their 
case before a final solution is arrived at f 

The Honourable Sir Janies Grigg : (a) and (6). Pinal conclusions in 
these matters have not yet been reached. 

((’) The Governments concerned have already been given the fullest 
opportunities to state their eases, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Did they state their cases ? Are their cases 
being considered ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Naturally. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May 1 know whether, before Draft Orders in 
Council on this matter are placed before Parliament, the Government will 
have an opportunity of stating their opinions with regard to these 
arrangements ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Indubitably. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : Will this House be given an opportunity of ex- 
pressing its opinion f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I cannot give any undertaking in 
that matter For the most part these are accounting arrangements, and 
the questions of principle are very simple 

Mr S. Satyamurti : May I know since the Federal Government will 
presumably have to fool a portion of the Bill at least in respect of these 
provinces, what are the reasons why this House should not be given an 
opportunity of expressing its opinion on these fundamental matters f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The questions of principle con- 
cerned have been in the main determined by the Imperial Parliament. 

MY. S Satyamurti : With regard to the actual amount of contribution 
which should be paid by tbe Central Government, no principle has been 
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do,v„. SI« I know ll.« ««>.»! P>-.port.on will b« l.id 

before the House for its opimon . , ^ • 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I eaimot give any undertaking m 

that matter. « . , . • ^ 

Mr T-aiA-haTid Navalrai : Mav 1 ask if a iion-of&cial is gomg to be 
joine^wL the officers who are investigating into this financial question 

of separation 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : No, Sir. 

Mr. Lalchand .NavaJrai ; Why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Because I “°'JetCT- 

and in the end, more satisfactory if the question is aeier 

mined impartially and if there is no wrangle between members re- 
presenting the varions provinces. 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai ; Does the Honourable Member think that, 
if a non-official were joined to this committee of officials, he would not he 
impartial ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I cannot hear the Honourable 

Member 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I am talking quite loudly. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; It reverberates. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Honourable Member say, a non- 
official Member is joined to tlie committee of officers who are investis,at 
ing this question, that he will not be impartial ' 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Of course not ; non-officials will 
represent 1he provinces they come from. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : May I ask if the very important queistion of the 
financial solvency of the proposed federation and f What 

not a matter which should be discussed on the floor of 
are the reasons why the Government propose to conduct the inquiry m 
camera, and pass orders over our heads ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The Honourable Member had 
better put down a question and then T can give a considered answer 
anv case, the main responsibility in the matter is the Government’s. 


Establishment oe a German Automobile Eactory in Bombay. 

204. *Mr S. Satyamurti : Will Government he pleased to sf.ale . 

(a) whether it is a fact that a German automobile factory is being 

established in Bombay with a capacity for turning over 
fifteen thousand cars and one thousand omnibuses annually ; 

(b) whether^ ahy permission is sought for or given for the opening 

of that factory ; and 

(e) if so, on what conditions 1 

■pie Honourable Mr. D G. Mitchell : 1 a) Not so far as I am aware. 
,(Z>) and (c). Do not arise. 
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Indian Exports and Imports and India’s Trade Position. 

205. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to stale : 

(a) wbetber it is a fact that during tbe year 1934-35 Indian 
exports to tbe United Kingdom showed only a small increase 
of about 32' lakhs ; 

(h) whether during the same period Indian imports from the 
United Kingdom increased by over six crores of rupees ; 

(c) whether India’s trade with other Empire countries showed any 

appreciable rise in exports ; 

(d) whether imports from Empire countries into India showed an 

increase from 67 crores to 69 crores ; 

(e) whether Government have considered these ugiu*es as bearing 

on India’s trade position ; 

(/) whether Japan contributed considerably to Indians export 
trade ; and 

(g) whether India’s exports to foreign countries have increased in 
spite of the great decline in export to Germany, Prance, 
Italy and Turkey ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) According to 
the latesi available figures, exports from India to the United Kingdom 
were Rs. 47.81 crores in 1934-35 as compared with 47.21 crores in 1933-34, 
an increase of Rs, 60 lakhs 

ijij Imports into India from the ITnited Kingdom amounted to 53.73 
crores in 1934-35 as compared with 47 59 crores in 1933-34, an increase cf 
Rs. 6 1 crores. 

(,o) India’s exports to the other Empire countries amounted to 21 53 
Cl ores in 1934-35, as against 20.94 crores in the preceding year. 

(d) Imports into India from Empire countries, other than the United 
Kingdom, were valued at Rs. 11.62 crores in 1934-35 as against Rs. 10.11 
crores in 1933-34. 

(e) Government are fully aware of the position disclosed by these 
figures of India’s export and import trade. 

(/) res. 

(g) Yes An increase of Rs. 10 crores in Japan’s taking of raw 
cotton more than counterbalanced decreases of Ks 2 crores in exports to 
both Prance and Germany. Exports to Italy, however, showed an in- 
crease while in the case of Turkey there was a small decrease 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to answer to clause (d) of the 
question, did I hear the Honourable Member to say imports from other 
than Empire countries ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I said the imports 
wbich came to India from Empire countries other than the United 
Kingdom for which I have already given the figures. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : In view of the answers to clauses (a), (6), (c) 
and (d) of the question, may I know if the Honourable Member has 
examined these figures, in the light of the working of the Ottawa 
Agreement ? 
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The Honourable Sir MnhanmadZalrallaliKliim: Tea, Sir. 

M. S. Satyemnrrl. Mey l^w i£ the 

T^e Hononrablo Sir Mnhammod ZalroUah Khaa . That follo,.a £ro.a 

K^’rsatyamnrli ; Mar ?n6r&om%l? worMng 

iKmtawalSeSSi" what are their reason, for arrivmg 

at this eonclii.sion ? 

The Honourable Sir r^OTidng Ottawa 

not propose to exp^ss any onnortunity o£ discussing them 

" ’ Mr. S. Satyomnrti : May I know ®“™'lKs'‘eImSr^nd 

lttrSie‘not'Ser.L'??3:^iS^?- 

wonif h. W &S=rMeM .-“Ustione wh«t 
the report is before the House. 

Peepabations in India foe a War. 

206 *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to stale : 

“-ssSc'si5Si:r:““S~ 

(h) whether the facts stated therein are true ? 

Mr. G. E. F- Tottenham : (a) Y®s. 

(h) No. . . • • 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Not even after the Italo-Abyssiman crisis . 

Mr G. E- F- Tottenham : No. 

Mr! S. Satyamurti : You are always prepared for war ? 

1 • Mq'u- T Vnow from tli6 Honoiirablo Mfimbor 

a . “ai^T^a “'™" 

tireetioa ? 


Mr. G. E. P- Tottenham ; No steps. 
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Hiohek Offices hej^d • by Indians in the Government of India 

Secretariat. 

207. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to stace : 

{a) wbetber, in respect of the Government of India Secretariat 
there is a definite attempt to oust Indians from the higher 
offices ; 

(6) how many Indians there were ten years ago and five j^ears ago 
in tile Government ol* India Departments as Secretary, Addi- 
tional Secretary, Deputy Secretary or Under Secretary ; 

{c) how many Indians there are holding these offices to-day ; 

(d) how many Indians there are occupying such places in the 
Finance Department ; 

{e) whether there are any Indians in the Home Department holding 
such offices ; and 

(/) whether Government have any policy in this matter, and if so, 
what the policy is ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(6) and (c). I lay a statement on the table. 

(d) One. 

(e) Yes ; one Under Secretary. 

(/) I would refer the Honourable Member to the Preamble to the 
Government of India Act, 1919. 


Statement showing the number of Secretaries, Joint Secretaries, Deputy Secietanes and Under 
Secretaries {including officers of con espo tiding status) employed in the Goz'ernment of India 
Secretariat on the Isi January, 1925, 1930 and 1935 


Designation. 

1925. 

1930. 

1935 

Total 

No 

No of 
Indians 

Total 

No 

No of 
Indians. 

Total 

No. 

No of 
Indians. 

Secretaries 

14 

2 

17 

3 

15 

4 

Joint Secretaries 

2 

Nil 

5 

1 

7 

2 

Deputy Secretaries . , 

20 

3 

20 

5 

22 

j 

9 

i 

Under Secretaries 

12 

6 

12 

9 

11 

1 « 

i 

1 

Total . . j 

48 

I 

54 

1 

1 

j 18 

55 

1 

21 


Mr. S. Satyamurti ; I will put my supplementary questions on this 
question, Sir, tomorrow, after I have read the statement that has been 
laid on the table. 
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Mr. B. Das : Is it not a fact that except the Department oE Educa- 
tion, Health and Lands, there is no Indian Deputy Secretary or Joint 
Secretary or Secretary in any other Department of the Government of 
India ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I do not think that is the case. 

Mr. B. Das : Is it not a fact that there was a Joint Secretary in the 
Finance Department and there was a Deputy Secretary in the Home 
Department and now. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I suggest to my Honourable 
friend that he should talk to me person^lj^ and I will tell him some 
facts about that which he does not know. 

Negotiations with the Shamozai Tkibe on the North-West Frontier 

EOR A Friendly Agreement. 

208. "^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to a telegram from the 
Free Press of India, dated Simla, the 1st May, regarding 
negotiation with the Shamozai tribe on the North-West 
Frontier for a friendly agreement ; 

(h) whether the facts stated therein are true ; and 

(c) whether any further progress has been made in this matter ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (a) Yes. 

(h) In the main — ^the Shamozai were at their own reguest permitted, 
not invited or pressed, to come into a jirga. 

(c) Yes ; the road to Loe Agra has' since been completed and it lias 
been possible to allow normal traffic across the river. 

Trade Negotiations between the United Kingdom and Italy and India. 

209. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the statement made 

by Colonel Colville in the House of Commous, with regard 
to the trade negotiations between the United Kingdom and 
Italy ; 

(b) whether the Government of India have made any progress in 

negotiating such arrangement with the countries mentioned 
therein ; and 
{e) if not, why not f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) On the assump- 
tion that the Honourable Member is referring to the statement made by 
Lieut. -Colonel Colville, Secretary of the Department of OverKSeas Trade, 
in tile House of Commons, on the 29th April, 1935, the reply is in the 
affirmative 

(h) and (c). The countries mentioned by Colonel Colville were, Italy, 
Turkey, Egypt, Spain, Peru and Uruguay. Representations have already 
been made in respect of India’s trade relations with Italy and Turkey, 
The trade relatiom of India with the other countries mentioned do not 
appear yet to justify the initiation of negotiations. 
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Mr. M. Ananthasayanam AyyaB^far : Is it a fact that all articles 
from India to Italy have been banned ? 

The Honourable Sir Mnhammad Zafrnllah Khan : No. 

Trouble on the Durand Line on the North-West Frontier. 

1210. S Satyamnrti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

{a) whether their attention has been drawn to the telegram of the 
Free Press of India, dated the 1st May, 1935 from Simla 
r<^gardmg the trouble on the Durand Line on the North-West 
Frontier ; 

ih) whether the facts stated therein are correct ; and 
(c) wlielher Governnient from time to time are pre])ared to issue 
authoritative communiques so as to give accurate and iip-to^ 
date information to the public ? 

Indian and European Associations consulted about the Extension oe 

Repressive Legislation. 

211. "’Mr, S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to statr • 

(a) ’whether they consulted the European Assocdatious in the 
country with regard to the extension of repressive legisla- 
tion, some of which expires by the end of this year and if 
so, which are the Associations they consulted ; 

(5) whether they will place the information they h.r^e received on 
the table of the House, and if not, why not ; and 
(c) whether any Indian Associations were consulted, and if not, 
why not ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) and ('c No Associations, 
either Europodii or Indian, was consulted in the mattm*. 

(Z>) Does not arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Did any Association forward their opinions to 
the Government of India, without being consulted 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I think a good many inclividiials 
and A‘is(Jciations submitted their opinions to the Govei-niaent of India. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Did any Indian Association send its opinion ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I cannot remmuber that, but 
we have had a good many opinions. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Did any European Association offer any 
opinion 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am not sure about that 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Was any European Association against this 
Bill ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I must have notice of that 
quest] OIL 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Was any Indian Association in favour of this 
Bill ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Cradk ; There, again, I must have notice. 

tPor answer to this question, answer to question No. 197. 

L192LAD B 
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' Consumption of Indian Linseed in Geeat Beitain. 

212. '“'Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that during the year 1934-35 Great Britain’s 

consumption of Indian linseed dropped by about 65 tJionsand 
tons ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the Argentine impox'ts of linseed 

increased by ten thousand tons , and 
{c) whether this decline and increase are growing, .md what are the 
latest figures ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) and (6). 
The position stated by the Honourable Member is correct as compared 
with the jear 1933-34. 

(c) I lay a statement on the table showing the imports of linseed 
into the United Kingdom from India and Argentine during the tliree 
years ending 1934-35 and the months of April to June during 1933, 
1934 and 1935. It is not yet possible to say whether the tendency to 
which the Honourable Member refers still continues. 


Statement showing the imports of linseed into the United Kingdom from India and Argentine 
dw ing the period 19S2-23 to 1934-3S. 



Total 

From India. 

From 

Argentme. 


Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons 

1932-33 

338,551 

13,520 

316,059 

1933-34 

243,474 

173,988 

67,113 

1934-35 

186,657 , 

108,697 

77,411 


Statement showing the imports of linseed into the United Kigndom from India and Argentine for 
the months Apiil to June in the year 1933^ 1934 and 1935. 



Total 

From India. 

From 

Argentine. 



Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

April 1933 

23,747 

2,220 

21,017 

May, 1933 

14,612 

4,118 

9,486 

June, 1933 

14,128 

8,674 

4,799 

April, 1934 

19,347 

4,928 

14,419 

May, 1934 

15,738 

10,788 

4,950 

Jxme, 1934 

10,617 

6,276 

4,341 

April, 1935 

10,223 

55 

17,164 

May, 1935 

16,047 

1,742 

14,305 

June, 1935 

14,549 1 

7,451 

7,087 
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Mr. S. Satyamiirti : In view of the fact that there has been a 
frantic propaganda about linseed after the Ottawa Agrecmeni, will the 
Honourable the Commerce Member examine this phenomenal drop, and 
see ho’^v far it is due to mere laws of supply and demand, and preference 
had nothing to do with it ? 

The Honourable Sir MuhanDnad Zafrullah Khan : Sir, the drop is 
not phenomenal as a reference to the figures that I have submitted 
would show For instance, in 1931-32, the export of linseed from India 
was 15,933 tons altogether. In 1932-33, it was 13,520 tons. In 1933- 
34, it was 173,988 tons, and, in 1934-35, it was 108,697 tons. There has 
been some drop, but I do not think that the inference can be drawn 
that there has been a phenomenal drop. Besides, it might be due to 
seasonal factors. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Is a drop of 65,000 tons only a small one f 

(No answer.) 

Murder of Khan Saheb Zangi Khan of Maddakhel, North-West 

Frontier. 

*1213 =^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(o) whether their attention has been drawn to the Associated Press 
statement published from Peshawar, on the 18th May, re- 
garding the murder of Khan Saheb Zangi Khan of Madda- 
I'hel, North-West Frontier ; 

Cb) whether the facts stated therein are true ; and 

(c) whether Government will place all the relevant papers on the 
table of this House ? 

Committee for the Classification of Railway Goods. 

214 "^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the leading article 

in the Hinddi, dated the 2nd May and entitled Railway 
Goods Classification Committee ’’ ; 

(b) whether they propose to deal with the complaints stated therein ; 

and 

(c) if so, what steps they will take to meet them f 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) Yes. 

(h) and (o). The difficulties experienced by the public to which 
reference is made in the article have been recognised by Railway Ad- 
ministrations, and the investigation, which is at present being made 
by the Indian Railway Conference Association in connection with the 
revision of the Railways’ General Classification of Goods, has simplifica- 
tion as one of its objects. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : At what stage does this investigation stand ? 
When was it started, and when is it expected to finish f 


tEor answer to tMs question, see answer to question No 197. 
L192LAD b2 
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Mr. P. E. Eaii : I gave a full reply to this question only last week. 

Prof, N. 6, Eanga : May I know if the Andhra Chamber of Com- 
meree has brought to the notice of the Honourable Member certain 
anomalies in the rates classification that prevail on the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway ? 

Mr. P. E. Ran : If my Honourable friend is referring to the inter- 
view that T had with the Andhra Chamber of Commerce, I may inform 
him thal they have given me a printed memorandum which is under the 
consideration of the Railway Board. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Will Government expedite their decision on 
this question ? 

Mr. P. E. Eau : I informed my Honourable fri^^nd last week that 
Government would do their best to expedite their decision. 

Mr. F. E. James : May I ask, Sir, whether there will be another 
meeting of the conference which was held between the representatives 
of the Railway Conference and the representatives of the Chambers of 
Commerce in regard to this classification of rates ? 

Mr. P. E. Eau : I have not seen the proceedings of the last Con- 
ference, and, I am not sure, whether it was intended that they should 
meet again. 

Profc N. 6 Eanga : Will all the interests concerned — industrial, 
commercial and agricultural — be given an opportunity of expressing their 
views before a final decision is reached in regard to this re-classification 
of rales ? 

Mr. P. E ,Eau : I think that has always been the intention of the 
Government. 

Article entitled The Civil Service Bomb ’’ in the Armta Bazar Patriha . 

215. -Mr, S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to slate • 

{a) whether their attention has been drawn to an article, entitled 
“ The Civil Service Bomb ’b in the Amnl^a Bazar Pa^rila ; 

(1) whether they propose to follow up the publication of this 
circular with a view to finding out the real aiitliors thereof ; 
and 

(o) whether they propose to take any disciplinary action against 
them, and if not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a-) Yes, Sir. 

(&) No. 

(c) No, because the opinions expressed in the note were private 
opinions which were never intended for publication 

Mr.^ 3. Satyamurti : Is it the position of the Government of India 
that their services can express any opinions in private for being' considered 
by Service Associations, however much they may be against the policy 
of the Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not see hoiv the Government 
of India can stop it. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I ask if these opinions were expressed hy 
these Honourable gentlemen as memoranda for the Bengal Ciyil Service 
Association ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The suggestions contained in that 
circular were rejected by the Bengal Cml Service Association. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do Government, therefore, propose to take no 
action against these gentlemen whose opinions clearly show that they 
are against even the reactionary Government of India Act, now iilaced 
on the Statute-book f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : We do not punish people for 
holding private opinions about certain sub 3 ects. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Even though such opinions are expressed pub- 
licly ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No ; they were expressed 
privately. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Not even under the Px'ess Act, can you punish 
them ! 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Only if they are published. 

Abolition of the existino Eranchise enjoyed by Indians in Fiji. 

216. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to tli/* fact that a 
proposal is on foot in Fiji to abolish the existing franchise 
enjoyed by the Indians there ; 

(h) if hereafter they will be represented on the legislature by the 
nominees of the Government ; 

{c) whether the Government of India were consulted in this matter, 
and what their opinion was j and 

(d) whether Government propose to start enquiries in the matter 
and take steps to see that the legitimate rights of Indians 
are protected ^ 

Sir Cirja Shankar Bajpai : (c/) to {d). The attention of the 
Ilonoiirable Member is iiixilcd to the answer given by me on the 5th 
September, 1935, to Mr Avinashiiingam Cheltiar’s question No. 14:9, 

Appointment op a Board of Non-Official Visitors to the Andamans. 

217 ^^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

{a) the date on which they invited Dewan Bahadur Gopathy 
Narayanasamy Chettiar to visit Port Blair in the Andamans ; 

Cb) the reasons why they invited him to dO' so ; 

(r'i whether Government met the cost of his trip to and fro, and 
if so, why ; 

{d) whether this visit was planned after the letter of Mr. Mohan 
Lai Salvsena to Government on this subject ; 
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(e) wliether Government are proceeding ^ with their scheme to 
appoint a board of non-official visitors to the Andamans ; 
and 

if) if so. at what stage the matter stands and vvhen it will be 
completed ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : (a) to (c). The Government of 
India did not invite Diwan Bahadui* G. Narayanaswanii Chetti to visit 
Port Blair. In September, 1933, he asked for permission to visit the 
Andamans. The permission was granted m November, 1933, as a 
special case, as the Diwan Bahadur has taken an active interest in prison 
administration and prison reform in India. Circumstances prevented 
him from paying the visit till April, 1935. The expenses of the journey 
to and from Port Blair were paid by the Diwan Bahadur himself. 

{d) No. 

(e) and (/). The question is under consideration. I hope to discuss 
it further "with the Chief Commissioner who is likely to visit Delhi during 
the cold 'weather. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know what are the general principles 
on which permission is given or refused to gentlemen who want to visit 
Port Blair ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I do not know if there are any 
general principles. 

Blr. S. SatyamTurti : May i know why permission was refused to a 
Member of this Honourable House, while permission was given to a 
Member of another House ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The reason why permission was 
ipefused to a Member of this House is the subject of a later question. 

Prof. N. G Ranga : ^Vlly was this special treatment accorded to 
Diwan Bahadur Narayanaswanii Ciietty to visit the Andamans ? Is it 
because that lie has been notorious in keeping down the amenities of 
C class prisoners in Madras ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May 1 know if the Diwan Bahadur is a friend- 
ly person to Government, as there are friendly Presses ? Is it because 
of his being a friend of the Government of India that he was permitted 
1o visit Port Blair 


The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : He is a friend of mine, although 
I was not a Member of the Government at the time when permission was 
given to him. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti ’ May I know' whether Government have perused 
his description of Port Blair as an Utopia, and do they propose to trans- 
fer their headquarters to Port Blair for some time ? 


• May I ask, wdth the permission of my Honour- 
able friend, Mr. Satyamurti, whether it is not a fact that Diwan 
Bahadur Narayanaswami Chetty has for years past been interested in 
the general question of prison administration and is, in fact one of the 
prime movers of Discharged Prisoners’ ilid Society both in Madras and 


Mr. S. Satyamurti : The Honourable Member is giving 
not asking a question ^ 


information, 
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Prof. N. G. Ranga : He is also a friend of the Madras G-ov eminent. 

The Honotirable Sir Henry Craik : Yes, Sir, The Diwan Bahadur 
IS a well Imown authority on prison administration, and prison reform. 
I think he was the founder of, or, at any rate, he was instrumental in 
ioundmg, the Prisoners’ Aid Society in Madras. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is it not a fact that his is a faithful echo of 
His Master’s Voice ” ? 


Possibility of giving Warnings to the Public about Impending 

Earthquaues. 

218 '‘'Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the question 
answered in the House of Commons about the possibility of 
giving warnings to the public about impending eartliquakes ; 

(b') whether Government have taken any action in the matter ; 
and 

(e) if so, with what result ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) Yes. 

(6) and (c). The Government of India have consultea the 
Director General of Observatories whose opinion is that there is no 
practical method of giving warnings of impending earthquakes. He 
has, however, suggested that a special research organisation is needed 
to study earthquakes m India, and this sugge^stioii is now under eoiisi- 
deration. 

Refusal of Permission to Public Organisations to proceed to Quetta 
FOR Earthquake Relief Work. 

219. ’‘"Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government he pleased to state : 

(a) ivhether the President of the Indian National Congress ai)pealed 
to the Viceroy and the Government of India to permit 
bond fide public organisations, including the Indian National 
Congress, to proceed to Qnetta after the earthquake in order 
bO help in giving relief ; 

(h) whether such permission was given or was refused ; and 

(cl if i' was refused, the reasons why it was refused ? 

The Honcurable Sir Henry Craik : (a) The answer to the nr.-t part 
ot the question is in the affirmative. 

(?;) The permission ivas refused. 

(c) The reasons for refusal were stated in paragraph 3 of the 
Communique issued to the Press on the 5th June, 1935, copies of w/hich 
Will be found in the Library. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : Were there any political reasons for the refusal 
of permission, for example, that the Indian National Congress shall not 
be allowed to add to its prestige by doing humanitarian work in Quetta, 
as they did in Bihar, during the last earthquake there ? 
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The Honoiirable Sir Henry Oraik : No reasons of that kind. 

Mr. S.. Satyamurti : Were there any military reasons why strangers 
should not be allowed to see the havoc done by the earthquake in and 
around Quetta ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Not that I am aware of. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Was this the reason — that the salvage -work 
was stopped too early by Government, and, therefore, they did not v/aiit 
strangers and outsiders to come and see for themselves, in order to form 
their own conclusions, as to the right or wrong of having stopped the 
salvage work too earty by Government f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : I do not admit that the premises 
on which the Honourable Member’s presumption is founded are cot*- 
rect. 


Organisation op Sugar Marketing. 

220. *Mr. S, Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the paper read by 
Mr. V. C. Bhatt before the Boyal Society of Arts, London, 
on India’s sugar industry ; 

{!)) whether^ Government propose to take any steps for the better 
organisation of sugar marketing ; 

(e) whether a Sugar Bureau is proposed to be started for a self- 
supporting information service ; and 

(d) what other steps Government propose to take in this matter ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : [a) The Government of India are not 
aware of any paper read by Mr. ' Y. C Bhatt ’ before the Royal Society 
of Arts, London Presumably my Honourable friend came across a 
Tamil variant of B. C. Burl’s. This officer has contribatcd a paper to 
the Joiiimai of the Royal Society of London and Government liavp seen 
that. 

(h) and (d). This matter has been taken up by the Indian Sugar 
Mills’ Association and by the Indian Sugar Producers’ Association The 
Sugar Technologist, Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, has 
given them all the technical assistance required in the preparation of 
standards of Indian factory sugars, and is Chairman of a small committee 
set up by tbe Impeidal Council of Agricultural Research for this pur- 
pose. Piuicls for the ]»re]>aratioji of standards were provided ])y the 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research It is expected iliat these 
Standards which will be prepared annually, ivill be on sale shortly to 
all requiring them. 

(c) A sugar Bureau has been in existence for manv years. An 
Indian Trade Sugar Information Service on a self-supporting basis has 
beenj’n operation .since xVpril, 1934, while a Sugar Cable Information 
Service, which is also self-supporting and which gives to subscribers 
information about sugar prices, production, crop prospects in foreign 
countries, has been functioning since 1922. 

1&. S Satyamurti : I plead guilty to the charge of reading Tamil 
pamphlets and newspapers. May I ask the Honourable Member 
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whether these departments are on a permanent basis, or on a temporary 
basis ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I am not quite sure to winch departments 
my Honourable friend refers. The Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Eesearcii is a department on a permanent basis. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : AUhoiigh on a supplementary grant 1 I am 
asking whether these research departments which my Honourable friend 
mentioned jiisfc now, in reply to part (e) of my question, are on a per- 
manent basis, or on a temporary basis 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The position as regards that is that the 
Sugar Technologist 'rbo fr>ms paiT of the Department of imperial 
Council of Agricultural Keseareli is, i believe, on contract. Tins par- 
ticular ileseareli into Sugar standards is only a temporary thing for 
two or three years, I believe. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Has the Imperial Coancil of 
Agricuitural Research e^ulved a sclieme for making India self-sufficient 
in the production of sugar ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I do not think that is the function of 
the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. 

Proposal to establish a Swadeshi Automobile Industry in India. 

221. "‘'Mr, S, Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether certain businessmen of Bombay, or any other place in 
India, approached the Government of India with regard to 
a proposal to start and establish a swadeshi automobile 
industry in India ; 

(dj what their reply to the request was ; and 

{cj what steps Government propose to take in this matter f 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) No. 

(b) and (c). Do not arise 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I kiiov/ if Government will anply to tliein 
the same standard as the Griggian slandard that they nnisi be self- 
sufficient five years lienee, before they give them any facilities ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : The question has not yet 
arisen 


Raising oe New Loans. 

222. "^'Mr S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they propose to raise any new loans this year ; 

(I)) -whether those loans will be raised in India or in England ; 
and 

(e) if the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, what the terms 
and conditions will be ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : One sterling and one rupee loan 
have already been raised and the terms and results have been published 
in the Press. As regards the question of furhter loans I do not think 
it is in the public interest that I should make any statement. 
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Mr. S. Satyamnrti : Are Governmexit considering any proposals 
for raising loans for conversion purposes ! 

The Honourable Sir Janies &rigg : I do not quite know wiiat the 
Honourable Member means. The whole debt programme of the 
Government of India is constantly under review and Government 
embark on conversions at the earliest moment when they are likely to 
give good results. It is a continuous process. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Apart from the maturing progTanime, are Gov- 
ernment constantly considering the question of using the present low 
rates of interest in the money market, to give relief to the Indian 
tax-payer by way of conversion - 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Certainly, but, of course, each 
conversion is a question of the rights of the existing holders. You 
cannot force them out, you can only peisuade them out ; and some- 
times it is rather more expensive to persuade them than is worth 
while. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Then, why does not the Honourable Member 
consider the question of buying them oiH, and thus follow the right 
British precedent ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I am certainly prepared to 
consider buying them out at any time vdien it gives favourable results. 

Prof. N G. Ranga : What were the resj^'^^tive rates of interest 
paid on these two loans ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think the Londuii one was 
about 3.1|6 and the Indian one a shade under ; that is including 
redemption. 


Rise m the Peice oe Silvee. 

223. ^Mr S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they have considered the situation arising out of the 
continued rise in the price of silver ; 

(Z>) whether they have considered the desirability and practica- 
bility of introducing the Government of India Rupee Secu- 
rities on the London Stock Exchange ; and 

(c) what the precautions are, if any, which Government propose 
to take to see that the Rupee do>es not go out of circulation, 
and an inconvenient demand does not arise for the conver- 
sion of currency notes into silver rupees ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) It is not quite accurate to 
say that there has been a continued rise in the price of silver Luring 
April the price rose from about Rs 68 to Rs. 84 per 100 tolas It has 
since dropped to something in the neighboiu-liood of Rs. 65. 

(b) and (c). Government have naturally been keeping a close 
"watch on events and will continue to do so but I cannot say now what 
action they will find it necessary to take in any particular situation. 

Mr. S. S^yaimrti : With regard to the answer to clause (Z>), may 
I know whether Government hav^e considered this particular sugges- 
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tioii of mine of mtrodncmg Rupee Securities on ciie London Stock 
Excliange 1 

Tlie Honourable Sir James Grigg : To be quite lionest with tlie 
Honourable Member, I was not quite certain what the suggestjou was, 
because the quotation of securities in other currencies on the London 
Stock Exchange is entirely a matter for the Committee of that Ex- 
change. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government made a representation to 
that Committee ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : No, Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why, Sir ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Because Government do not 
consider that it is necessary. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Is it not desirable ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think probably not. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government examjiied this question with 
any seriousness and with expert information, or is it case of off-hand 
opinion ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : It all depends on how the 
Honourable Member regards my opiiuon. Tf I am an ex^Dcrt, then it 
has been considered by an expert 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Unfortunately you are But, with regard to 
the answer to clause (c), what steps have Government considered in 
connection with this matter f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I do not think I can answer 

that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti . Is there any possibility of that kind ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is a matter of opinion, 

and one opinion is obviously held by the Bombay Bullion Market. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the expert opinion 

The Honourable Sir Janies Grigg : I think the expert \s opinions 
are in number equal to the riiunber of experts. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What i>s tlie Finance Member’s opinion ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I cannot give you that 

Mr M. Ananthasayanam Ay 3 rangar : What is the quantity of 

silver sold by the Government of India 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : There is a question on that 
later on 

DeEAMATOBY PaSSAOES ABOtJT INDIANS IN A PUBLICATION ENTITLED SoU- 
VENIB PkOUBAMME OE MALAYAN CELEBRATIONS 

224. ^Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Will Government be pleased to state : 

(o) whether their attention has been drawn to a publication en- 
titled “ Souvenir Programme of Malayan Celebrations of 
the Silver Jubilee of His Majesty the King, issued by Messrs. 

' T. B. Rogers and Co., Ltd., and edited by James H. Mariin ; 
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(&) whether their attention has been drawn to the defamatory 
passages about Indians in that publication ; and 

fc) whether G-overnment propose to proscribe the book or take 
any other steps in order To prevent such defamation V 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (o). Yes. 

(c) As the Honourable Member is probably aware a representation 
against the passages referred to by him was made on behalf of the Indian 
community in Malaya to the Government of the Colony. In Govern- 
ment’s reply, which was widely published, His Excellency the Governor 
expressed, on behalf of the general public, his profound regret that the 
reputation of the Indian commiiintj" should liave been subjected to such 
an odious and unjustified attack. The publishers also agreed to ex- 
punge the offending passages from the unsold copies of the publication. 
The Government of India were advised by their Agent in Malaya that 
no further action was necessary on their part and they accepted this 
advice. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : With regard to clause (e), I got no answer. 
May T know whether this Government propose to take any steps to 
proscribe that book in India ’ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The Governmem of India are not aware 
that any copies of this book have actually reached this country. 
Their information is that this was a publication of entirely local 
interest printed exclu^h^ely for local circulation 

Mr. S Satyam.Ti'^rti : But have Government considered the possi- 
bility of this book being introduced into India, and do they proscribe 
books only after they arrive here, and never before 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The Government of India consider it 
extremely unlikely that a supplement to a newspaper of purely local 
interest will reach this country. If my Honourable friend has informa- 
tion to the contrary In his possession, I shall be very glad to bring to 
the notice of the department concerned the quevStion of restrictive 
action. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May T know v/hy my Honourable friend is 
answering this question when the Benarlment concerned is not 
answering* it ’ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I am speaking on behalf of the De- 
partment of Education. Health and Lands, which is primarily con- 
cerned wnth Indians overseas 

Eate-Wab between the Bbitish India Steam Navigation Company and 
THE Agakwal Steam Navigation Company. 

t225. ^^Mr. B. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they have received any representation from Mr. Ganga 
Singh, M.L C., and Mr S. C. Bhattacharjee, editor of the 
Bangoon Mail, about the rate-war started by the B. I. S. N. 
Rangoon-CMcutta line against its new rival, the Agarwal 
Steam Navigatio'n Company ; and 


tEor answer to this question, s&e answer to question No. 200. 
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i (b) whether they propose to interfere, in the larger interests of the 
public, and stop this rate-war, and reduce the passage fares 
between India and the Rangoon ports to the economic leyel 
prevailing immediately before the war ? 

Transfers from the British Services to the Indian Army. 

226. '“'Mr S Satyamnrti : Will Government be pleased to state . 

(a) whether it has been decided to re-open the transfeis from the 

British Services to the Indian Army, which had been closed 
for the last four years ; 

( b ) whether officers commissioned between 1921 — ^30 will be accept- 

ed for transfer ; and 

(c) whether this arrangement will entail extra cost to the Indian 

Exchequer, and if so, how much 

Mr. G. E. F. Tottenham : (a) and (h) Yes 
(c) No. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is there no proposal to transfer more Indian 
senior officers now, than before, to the Indian army 

Mr. G. E. F. Tottenham : Wherefrom 

Mr S. Satyamurti : From the British army ’ 

Mr. 6. E. F. Tottenham ; There ar^ no Indian officers in the^ 
British army 


Appointment of Delimitation Committees. 

227. ^'Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(o) whether they are aware that Delimitation Committees liave 
been appointed by Madras and by other provinces ; 

(&) whether the Government of India were consulted in this matter ; 
and 

(c) what the functions and powers of these Delimitation Committees 
are ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : {a) Yes. 

(h) No. 

(c) The functions of these Committees are advisory and relate to 
matters pertaining to the delimitation of constituencies and connected 
electoral points referred to in the terms of reference to the Indian Delimi- 
tation Committee in respect of the future Legislatures. 

Btr. S. Satyamurti : May I know if these Provincial Governments 
have appointed these delimitation committees, ivithout any reference 
to the Government of India at all ^ 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I have answered the ques-- 
tion whether the Government of India were consulted in this matter in 
the negative. 
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Mr. S, Satyamurti : Does my Honourable friend draw a distinc- 
tion between consultation and reference 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Wbat is exactly meant by 

reference 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I think my Honourable fiiend knows it better 
than I do. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : We were not consulted. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Were you informei'I about it 

The Honourable Sir Mripendra Sircar : Yes, we were. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : And vdiat was your answer f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The answer was acknow- 
ledgment It is a matter for the provincial committees to decide. 
We gave them no directions, and that is why I said that we were not 
consulted. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do the Government of India contemplate varie- 
ties of voting and constituencies in the various provinces, and do they 
leave absolute discretion to the provinces to evolve fancy franchises, 
fancy votes, and fancy constituencies t 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I object to all these insinua- 
tions in the question about fancy this and fancy that, and, if my 
Honourable friend will properly put the question, I will answer him 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : There is no insinuation. In Madras, for 
example, they have suggested single transferable votes. I am asking 
whether the Government of India do not consider some amount of 
uniformity necessary in the working of the various provincial fran- 
chises. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is a matter for the 
Committee to consider and uniformity is impossible, for conditions in 
the different provinces are absolutely different. 

Seth Govind Das : Are Government aware that, as far as the 
Central Provinces Delimitation Committee is concerned and its work 
is concerned, there is great dissatisfaction felt by the northern dis- 
tricts ^ 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : We have no specific 
knowledge, but we know this much that w'hatever is done will cause 
dissatisfaction to some part of the provinces. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : My question is this . do the Government of 
India propose at any time to examine the proposals of these committees 
with a view to testing their soundness, their practicability, and their 
facility to promote the working of democratic institutions in this coun- 
try, or do they propose to observe benevolent neutrality in these 
matters 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Whether they will adopt 
an attitude of benevolent neutrality or malevolent neatratity or whether 
they will take up beligerent attitude are matters on which no final 
decision has been arrived at. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti t My question was whether this Government 
proposed to examine these various proposals of the provincial com- 
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mittees with a view to testing their soundness, practicability, and their 
fitness for democratic institutions : do they or do they not ; 

The Honourable Sir Mripendra Sircar : "What the Government of 
India will do in the future is a matter about which there is at present no 
final decision. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Questions can be asked only about the future 
course of Government action. 

Mir. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
thinks, the Honourable Member has answered it : he has said that he 
has not arrived at any decision. 

Mr S. Satyamurti ; I take it from yon, Sir. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Appointment op Assamese in Certain Appointments in the Comptroller’s 

OfPICE, xisSAM. 

23. Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : (a) Will Government state whether the 
number of appointments in the Comptroller’s Office in Assam, Shillong, 
are filled up as follows ? 


Kind of service. 

No. 

Hindus of Ben- 
gali race includ- 

{i) All India Service , . . 

2 

ing SylLet Ben- Others, 
galees. 

1 1 

(^i) Assistant account officers 

3 

CO 

(nO Superintendents and Senior 

Assistants 

17 

17 mi. 

{iv) Divisional accountants 

3 

3 mi. 

(v) Clerks 

112 

90 22 

(vt) Typists and stenographers 

4 

3 1 

(vzi) Record clerks 

12 

6 6 


(&) Is it a fact that prior to 1929 Non-Bengali candidates had to 
pass an office test whereas Bengali Hindus were exempted from passing 
that test ^ 

(c) Is it a fact that since 1929 recruitments are made direct without 
any test in the proportion of two Hindus and one Muhammadan f 

(d) Is it a fact that the number of Hindus in the Assam Valley 
Districts of Assamese race far ont-number the Hindus of the Surma 
Valley who are Bengalis by race ? 

{e) Will Government please state how many Assamese are there in 
the list given above and how many Hindus of the Surma Valley are 
appointed till now ? 

(f) Apart from the all-India services, is it not the policy of Govern- 
ment to distribute posts and preferments equitably among all communities 
and races ? 

{g) Is it a fact that the selecting officers in the Comptr oiler ’^s Depart- 
ment are two Bengalis and an Anglo-Indian ? 
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(Jb) Are Grovernment aware of the fact that the Gauhati College and the 
Calcutta Colleges are turning out scores of Assamese graduates ever/ year, 
and that great discontent among Assamese youths for being deprived of 
their legiiiuiate shares in the posts of these lucrative Departments is 
prevalent ^ Are Government prepared to re-shuffle the posts of these 
Departments and fix a proportion of appoiiitineiits to be given to the 
Assamese according to their pbpiilation in the Province f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The information is being obtained 
and will be laid on the table of the House in due course. 

Peeiodical Teanspee op the SuPEEVisixG Oeeicials in the Madeas 

Customs House. 

24. Mr. B. B. ¥ariiia : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the present Assistant (Allectors and Chief 
Inspector of the Madras Customs House have been working in the i\tadras 
Port for many years, and if so, will Government please state the number of 
years each official, referred to, has been working in the Port ? 

(Z)) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
supervising officials of the Madras Customs House belong to all-India cadre 
and are liable to transfer to other Ports ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the Salt Department amalgamated with Customs 
recently, supervising officials are not posted continuously in the same 
station for many years m public interest ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to vstate whether they are aware that 
only two or tliree sample packages of cement bags, imported fruits, etc., 
are reserved for weighing while the rest of the goods go unchecked and, 
if the reply is in the affirmative, are Government aware that considerable 
customs revenue is lost by this defective procedure f 

(e) Do Government propose to arrange for periodical transfer of the 
supervising officials posted to the Madras Customs House ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : (a) The two Assistant Collectors have been serv- 
ing at Madras in their present capacity since 1927 and 1929, respectively. 
The Chief Inspector has held his present appointment since 1921. 

(d) Only the Collector and the Assistant Collectors, who are mem- 
bers of the Imperial Customs Service, are liable to transfer One of 
the present Assistant Collectors was promoted from a class II appoint- 
ment in the Madras Custom House and normally such are retained at 
the Port where they have served before such promotion. 

(d) Government have no reason to believe that the procedure 
adopted at Madras is defective or results in loss of revenue. 

(c) and (a). Both in the Customs Department and in the Salt 
Department transfers are effected only when they are in the public 
interest and not after any fixed periods. 

Geievances oe the State on the Bombay, Baeoda and Centeal India 

Railway. 

25. Pandit Sri Krishna Dntta Paliwal : (a) Is it a fact that 
the relieving staff on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway is 
sufficient only to cope with the eases of ordinary leave ? 
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(1)) I£ the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, will 
Government please state what steps they intend to take to remove the 
grievances of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway employees 
with special reference to leave ^ 

(c) Is it further a fact that the Railway staff between Bayana-Agra 
section, specially at Patehpur Sikri station, had to be on duty more than 
84 hours a week ? If so, do Government propose to take steps to stop 
this over-work f 

(d) If it a fact that this Railway Staff gets no holiday either on 
Sundays or on any gazetted holiday ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) and (b). Government have no information. 
The staff of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway are not 
Government servants and the Agent is competent to deal with the 
matter. 

(c) and (d). Government have no information. The Hours of 
Employment Regulations are being introduced on the Bombay, Baroda 
and Central India Railway with effect from the 1st November, 1935, and 
any departure from these Regulations thereafter will be investigated by 
the Supervisor of Railway Labour and brought to the notice of Govern- 
ment. 

Reeusal oe Leave to the Railway Staee oe the Moeadabad Division. 

26. Pandit Sri Krishna Datta Paliwal : (a) Is it a fact that 
the Railway Staff of the Moradabad Division is not granted leave when 
they apply for it ^ 

(bj Is it also a fact that they are not granted even casual leave ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) and (b). Government have no reason to 
believe that the facts are as stated. 

Fees Quaetees eoe the Commeecial Staee at certain Stations in the 

Moeadabad Division. 

27. Pandit Sri Krishna Datta Paliwal : Will Government please 
state if it is a fact that the commercial staff at certain stations in the 
Moradabad Division are not supplied with free quarters in preference to 
the transportation staff ^ Is it a fact that they too have to perform night 
duties, etc. If so, why are the former no't supplied with free quarters ? 

Mr. P R Rau : Government have no information but have for- 
warded a copy of the question to the Agent, East Indian Railway, to 
consider whether any action is required. 

Difference in the Scales oe Pay of the Goods Cleek and Booking 

Cleek. 

28. Pandit Sri Krishna Datta Paliwal : (a) Is it a fact that 
a diiiference in the scales of pay of the goods clerk and booking clerk has 
been enforced since the 1st November, 1928, in favour of the former ? If 
so, why ? 

(b) Is there a difference in the scale of pay of the office clerks and 
the time clerk, which favours the former ? If so, why ? 

L192IiAD 0 
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Mr. P. E. Ban : Government have no informatioii. These ques- 
tion have been left by them to the Agents of State-managed Railways to 
deal with. 

Want op Dieeot Train Connection between Muttra and Allahabad. 

29. Pandit Sri Krishna Dntta Paliwal : (a) Is it a fact that 
there is no direct train connection between Muttra and Allahabad, the two 
great cities of pilgrimage for Hindus ? 

(1) Are Government aware that on account of the insuffiehmt lighting 
arrangements and very little interval between the two fBoinbay, Baroda 
and Central India and' East Indian Railways) night trains at the Hathras 
Junction the passengers are put to very great inconvenience ? 

(c) If the answer to the above two parts be in the affirmative, wliai 
steps do Government propose to take to remove the grievances ? 

Mr. P. E. Eau : (n) Through trains between Howrah and 

Sluttra were run prior to 1st March, 1931, but the service was dis- 
continued as the number of long distance passengers entraining and 
detraining at Muttra did not justify its continuance. The total iimnbei 
of tickets issued from Allahabad to and via Muttra and to stations in 
the Agra area and via for a period of twelve months ending June, 1934, 
averaged 29 per day. 

(1) and (c). The Agent states that the station is lit by four high 
power lamps and nineteen ordinary platform lamps and that he has not 
been able to trace any complaints regarding the lighting arrangements 
at the station He is, however, having the matter looked into further ta 
see if there are any grounds for complaint. 

^ The interval between the arrival of the Bast Indian Railway's 
train and the departure of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway’s train is 21 minutes This does not appear to be inadequate. 


Rebate allowed by the Leading Shipping Companies for Passages to 
Europe for Railway Servants. 


30. Mr. V, V. Giri : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that several shipping companies allow a rebate of 
about 5 per cent, on the passages for railway servants f If not, will 
Government slate the exact amount of rebate allowed by leading’ com- 
panies for passages to Europe t 


(?>^< Is it a fact that the Railway Board used to deduct rebate amounts 
from the passage money allowed to railway officers or officials entitled to 
the Lee Concessions up to August, 1934 f 


(c) Will Government please state the amounts credited to railwav 
revenues on each State-ovmed Railway in regard to rebates allowed on 
passage money from the time the Lee concessions were sanctioned ? 


(d) Will Government state «-liether it is a fact that the Railway 
T>oard have decided to allw railway officials to pocket rebates on passao's 
money allowed imder the Lee Concessions and, if so, will Government he 
pissed to state the actual loss suffered on each Class I Railway by allowin<r 
this concession over and above the actual cost of passages 5 ‘ 



TJNSTABRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) GoYernment luiderstaiid that some shipping 
companies grant a rebate on passages booked by railway servants 
whether at their own expense or as part of the Lee Concessions Gov- 
ernment are not aware of the exact amount in all cases 

(5), (c) and (d). These rebates were not, so far as Government is 
aware, credited to railway revenues. Originally they were credited to 
the passage accounts of the officers concerned ; later it was decided that 
the rebates, when allowed by the complies, may be received by the 
officers in cash. This decision did not ultimately make any difference 
SO far as railway revenues were concerned ; but the wliole question of 
wbellier such rebates should be brought into the Government accounts 
at all and, if so, how they are to be accounted for, is being reconsidered. 


Freight charged on certain Classes of Goons. 

81. M, ¥. ¥. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state 

the freight charged on floods classified under several classes of general 
goods classification on each Class I Railway, within the minima and 
maxima prescribed hy the Railway Board 

Mr. P. R Pan : For the purpose of freight rates, commoditms are 
placed in ten different classes, I attach a statement giving the maximum 
and minimum rates per maund per mile for each class 

Within the maxima and minima, Railway Administrations are em- 
powered to quote such rates as circumstances require^ The rates 
actually charged are notified by the different Railway Administrations in 
their Goods Tariffs. 


Statement 


Class. 

Minimum. 

Maximum . 


Pie. 

Pie. 

1 

*10 

38 

2 

10 

•42 

3 

'106 

•58 

4 

•166 

•02 

5 

•166 

•77 

6 

166 

•83 

7 

•166 

•96 

8 

•166 

1 04 

9 

*166 

1-26 

10 

•166 

1-87 

Cost oe 

Repair and Maintenance incurred on Rolling Stock on 


Railways. 

32. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state 
the av'erage cost of repair and maintenance incurred on each unit of 
rolling stock condemned in 1933-34 and 1934-35 on each Class I Railway '? 

Mr P. R. Rau : I am unable to understand the Honourable 
Member’s question. Condemned rolling stock is usually broken up and 
1,192LA1» c2 
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serviceable material obtained therefrom is again used. The remainder 
is sold as scrap. No cost is incurred on repair and maintenance on these. 

Output Capacity of the Tatanagae Railway Workshops ahd other 
Workshops for Manufacture op Carriage and W’'agon Under- 
Frames. 

33. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state 
tlie ina:^imum output capacity of the Tatanagar Railway Workshops and 
oilier w’orksliops owned by Goveinmeiic for iiianiilactiix'e of carriage and 
wagon nrider-fraiaes ? 

Mr. P. K Ran ; The eapaeny of the Tatanagar Workshops per 
anxinnj is 550 I. R. S. Broad Gauge 68^ — O'' Bogie nnder-frames or 2,200 
I. R. S Broad Gauge 4-wheeled wagon undei’-frames. 

The only other Railway Workshop undertaking the manufacture of 
under-frames is the Ajmer Workshop of the Bombay, Baroda and Centi’al 
India Railway. Its annual capacity is 75 Metre Gauge Bogie carnage 
under-frames jplus 800 Metre Gauge 4-wheeled wagon under-frames. 

Manupactube op Locomotive Boilebs in Raiway Workshops. 

34. Mi\ V. V. Giri : Is it a fact that locomotive boilers used to be 
manuiaetured in several railway workshops, and if so, will Government 
please state the difference in cost in manufacture in railway workshops 
and outside ? 

Mr P. E. Ean : T believe that many years ago loemnotive boilers 
used to be manufactured in one or two of the railway workshops : at 
present the only workshop that undertakes the manufacture is the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway Workshop at A;)mer. 1 am 
endeavouring to obtain the cost of manufacture at Ajmer and the cost 
of purchase of a similar boiler from outside. I shall lay a statement on 
the table later. 

Interest allowed on Provident Fund Deposits op Railway Servants. 

35. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state 
the actual interest allowed on the Provident Fund assets of the railway 
servants in the last ten years ? 

Mr. P. E Eau : A statement showjiig the rate of interest allowed 
on all provident fund deposits (including deposits of servants of State- 
managed Railways) for the last ten years is attached. Servants of the 
Assam Bengal, Bombay, Baroda and Central India, Bengal Nagpur, 
Madras and Southern Mahratta and South Indian Railways have also, 
during the period in qusetion, been allowed the same rates 

Year. Rate of interest. 

1926 - 27 

1927 - 28 . 

1928 - 29 . 

1929 - 30 . 

1930 - 31 . 

1931 - 32 

1932 - 33 

1933 - 34 . 

1934 - 35 . 

1935 - 36 . 


^% 

4i% 

4 |% 

5 % 

5 % 

5 - 25 % 

5 - 5 % 

5 -250/0 
5 % 
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Interest allowed in calculating Commutation Value oe Pensions. 

36. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state 
tbe amount of interest allowed in calculating commutation value of pen- 
sions each year since 1921 in regard to Government pensions f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : A statement is laid on the table. 


Staiement, 


For applioatiouB made m India. j 

For applications made in 
Kingdom. 

the United 

Period. 

Bate 1 

of 

interest 

Period. 

Bate 

of 

interest. 

From the 1st January, 1921 to the 
13th June, 1921. 

per cent 
per annum. 

From the 1st January, 1921 to 
the 14th January, 1925. 

6 per cent, 
per annum. 

14th June, 1921 to the 31st March, 
1927. 

per cent 
per annum. 

15th January, 1926 to the 16th 
March, 1927. 

5J per cent, 
per annum. 

1st April. 1927 to the 3rd Decem- 
ber, 1928. 

4| per cent 
per annum. 

17th March, 1927 to the 3rd 
December, 1928. 

4| per cent, 
per annum. 


For officers of Asiatic domicile 

For other officers. 

Period. 

Bate 

of 

interest. 

Period. 

1 Biate 

! of 

interest. 

i 

From the 4th December, 1928 to 
the 31st March, 1930. 

4| per cent, 
per annum. 

From the 4th December, 1928 
to the 31st March, 1930. 

i 

1 4f per cent. 

1 per annum. 

1st April, 1930 to the 31st July, 
1933. 

5 per cent, 
per annum 

1st April, 1930 to the 31st 
May, 1933 

j 5 per cent, 
j per annum. 

i 

1st August, 1933 to the 15th Sep- 
tember, 1934 

4^ per cent 
per annum. 

Ist June, 1933 to the 15th 
July, 1934. 

1 

4J per cent. 

1 per annum. 

IBth September, 1934 onwards . 

4J per cent, 
per annum. 

16th Julyt 1934 onwards 

1 4i per cent. 

' per annum. 

i 


Additional Appointments and Eetrenched Employees on State 

Railways. 


37. Mr. V. V. Giri : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the number of additional appointments of officers on all State-owned Class 
I Railways after retrenchment campaign of 1931 

(I) Will Government be pleased to state the number of retrenched 
persons taken back into service on old scales and on lesser paid scales of 
pay, respectively, on each Class I Railway since 14th July, 1931 f 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the number of retrenched 
employees now on the waiting list of each Class I Railway ? 
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Mr. P. B. Eau : (a) I would invite tiie Honourable Member's atten- 
tion to the statement showing the number of appointments created and 
vacancies which occurred among officers of gazetted rank on State Rail- 
ways and of corresponding rank on Companies Railways which appears 
as appendix ‘ G ’ to Volume I of the Annual Report by the Railway Board 
on Indian Railways, for 1931-32, 1932-33 and 1933-34. 

(&) and (c). The available information is contained in the state- 
ment laid on the table of the House on the 2nd September, 1935, in connec- 
tion with starred question No. 158 asked by Mr. V. V, Giri on the 12th 
February, 1935. All persons who were originally appointed before the 

16th July, 1931, were, when re-employed after retrenchment in accord- 

ance with the existing orders, eligible for the old scales of pay. 

Motor Buses run by the Railways. 

38. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state 

the number of motor buses run by the Railways under the provisions of 
the Indian Railways (Amendment) Act of 1934 ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : None. 

Constitution op a Joint Standing Machinery on Railways. 

39. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state 

when they propose to arrive at a decision regarding the constitution of 
a Joint Standing Machinery on Railways as recommended by the Whitley 
Commission and demanded by the xill- India Railwayman's Federation, and 
will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to inform the 
said Federation about the draft proposals before coming to a final 
decision ? 


Mr. P. R. Rau : The matter is still under consideration. 

Amount credited to Railway Revenues under Fines, Forfeiture of 
Provident Fund, etc., and Income and Disbursements of the Staff 
Benefit Fund of each Railway. 

40. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government he pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the sums credited to Railway Revenues under 
fines, forfeiture of the Provident Fund Bonus, etc., during 1931, 1932, 1933 
and 1934 on each Class I Railway, and a statement showing the income and 
disbursements of the Staff Benefit Fund of each Class I Railway during 
the same years ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Four statements showing the transactions of the 
Fine FundslStaff Benefit Funds on Class I Railways, during the years 
1931 to 1934, are attached. w a » 
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State to implement the Houks oe Employment Regulations on the 

Madbas and Southeen Mahkatta and the Bombay, Baboda and 

Centkal India Railways. 

41. Mr. ¥. V. Criii : Will Government be pleased to state 
the mimber of additional staff required and proposed to be appointed to 
implement the Hours of Employment Regulations on the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta and the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railways '? 

Mi‘. P. R. Ran : The Agents, Madras and Southern Mahratta and 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railways, report that the number of 
additional staff required to implement the Hours of Employment Regu- 
lations on Their railways is approximately 421 and 581, respectively. 

Transeee oe the Management oe the Company-managed Railways. 

42. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state 
whether any steps are being taken to transfer the management of all 
Company-managed Railways, to facilitate amalgamation of Railways as 
recommended by Pope Committee ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : Such transfei can only be made at the termination 
of existing contracts ; otherwise, by private negotiation outside the con- 
tracts which may be very expensive The question raised by Mr Pope 
is, however, receiving attention 

Report on the Question of the 3Ianufactuee oe Locomotives in 
Railway Workshops in India, 

43. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to lay on the 
table a copy of the Report of Enquiry into the question of locomotive 
manufacture in railway workshops in India ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : A memorandum on the subject is being prepared 
and will be placed before the Si^inding Pinanee Committee for Railways 
as early as possible. 

Persons discharged on Disciplinary Grounds on Railways. 

44- Mr. V. V, Giri : Will Government be pleased to state 
the number of persons discharged on disciplinary grounds on each Class I 
Railway since the New Discharge and Dismissal Rules of 1930 were 
introduced ^ 

Mr. P. R Ran : Government haVe no information and consider that 
the collection of the information required will involve an amount of time 
and trouble unlikely to be justified by results. 

Proposed Railway Line erom Sylhet to Chhatak. 

45. Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : With reference to the answers given, 
on behalf of Government to starred question No. 529, asked on the 25th 
February last, will Government be pleased to state if any report has been 
submitted after the investigation undertaken regarding the proposed I'ail- 
way line from Sylhet to Chhatak as a part of the Sylhet Chhatak- 
Thcrriaghat project ? If so, what is the purport of the report and what 
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action, if any, do Government and the Railway Department propose to 
talve to open the line as early as possible f 

Mr. P. R. Ran : A project estimate prepared by the Railway Ad- 
ministration has been received and is under examination by the Railway 
Board. 

Covered and Raised Platforms for Important Stations on the Assam 

Bengal Railway. 

46. Mr. Basanto. Kumar Das : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if a copy of starred question No. 531, answered on the 25th Feb- 
ruary. 1935, regarding covered and high level platforms for important 
stations on the Assam Bengal Railway was sent to the Railway Company f 
If so, what reply have Government received from them f 

{h) Are Government aware that the Assam Bengal Railway is now 
building a new station at Sylhet and that no arrangement for a high level 
platform and a covering for the station has been made f If so, are 
Government prepared to consider the desirability of asking the Assam 
Bengal Railway to provide a high level platform and a covering for tbe 
new station at Sylhet ? 

Mr. P. R Rau : (a) Yes Government consider that Agents of 
Railways a^re in the best jiusition to decide on the distribution of funds 
allotted to their railways for this purpose. Hence no reply was asked 
for. 

(b) Governmf^nt are aware of the proposal to build a new station at 
Sylhet, but are not aware of the details. The matter has been brought to 
the notice of the Agent. 

Provision of Additional Openings in the Embankment from 
Penchuganj to Sylhet Bazar. 

47. Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : With reference to starred queslion 
No. 797, asked on the 11th March last, on the Report of the Assam 
Flood Enquiry Committee, will Government be pleased to state if they 
have now^ received any information from the Assam Bengal Raiiwaj^ 
authorities as to what steps they have taken or propose to take to give 
effect to the recommendations of the Committee for providing additional 
openings in the embankment from Fenchuganj to Sylhet Bazar ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : The information required was placed on the table 
of the House on the 3rd April, 1935, and will be found on page 3518, 
Volume IV, No. 5, of the Debates of the Assembly. 

Effects of the Import of Burma Rice in India. 

48. Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Are Government aware that the 
import of Burma rice in India tends to keep down the price of paddy in 
India, specially in Assam and Bengal, and offers serious competition to 
the husking industry in those parts of India ? 

(5) Are Government aware that in Assam and Bengal and other 
parts of India, where paddy is the staple product, husking by hand is 
one of the chief cottage industries carried on by the poorest section of the 
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eommuaity and that the import of Burma mill rice reduces the price of 
rice so low that it becomes no longer profitable for them to husk rice for 
sale with the consequence that they are thrown out of employment f 

(c) Is there any proposal to admit Burma rice into India duty-free, 
after the separation of Burma, in exchange for free admission into Burma 
of Indian products such as tea, etc. ? 

(d) Have Government taken into consideration the desirability of 
preserving the independence of the Indian Legislature as to the fiscal 
policy to be adopted after Burma is separated from India, specially its 
freedom to afford protection to the Indian products and Indian husking 
industi’ 3 '' ^ If niot, are G-overnment prepared to prejss this matter upon 
the attention of His klajesty^s Government m England ? 

(e) Do Government propose to take into consideration the desirability 
of leaving tJie question of such reciprocal engagement to he negotiated 
ivith the future Federal Government ? 

(/) In ease it is found desirable to conclude such agreements imme- 
diately on the separation of Burma, will Government consult the opinioii 
of the Assembly first before coming to any final decision 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) and (6). Gov- 
ernment have no reason to believe that the position is as stated by the 
Honourable Member They understand that different varieties of Bengal 
rice invaluably fetch a higher price m Calcutta than the imported Burma 
rice. 

(c) The Honourable Member ^s attention is invited to Article 3 of 
the Provisional Draft of India and Burma Trade Kegulation Order recently 
published in the White Paper on the Trade and Immigration Relations 
between India and Burma after separation of Burma 

(d) The answer to tlie first part of the question is in the affirmative. 
The second part does not arise. 

(e) This matter is already provided for in the new Government of 
India Act. 

(/) The Honourable Member attention is invited to the reply 
given to parts (e) and (d) of Mr. Satyamurti’s starred question No. 143. 

Establishment of a High Court for Assam. 

49. Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : (a) In view of the fact that Assam has 
been made an autoniomous Province, will Government state whether a 
High Court will be established m that Province ? 

(&) Do Government propose to place the proposal for a High 
Court in Assam before the Subvention Committee ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Thera is no such intention 
at present. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Establishment of a University at Gauhati. 

50. Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : (a) Are Government aware that the 
establishment of a University at Gauhati was strongly recommended by 
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the Eoyai Commission presided over by Sir Michael Sadler, on the ground 
that Assamese culture and civilisation rec^uired the establishment of such 
a University ? 

(5) Ts it a fact that the late Sir Ashiitosh Milker jee, and eminent 
educationist and a member of that Commission, heartily supported the pro- 
posal and stated that the Gaiiliati College -with the blocks of compact 
boarding houses, an excellent laboratory and a librai^r attached, makes it 
possible to convert the same into a residential University 

(c) Do Government propose to place the proposal before the Bub- 
veiilion Oommittee ! 

Sir Girja Shankar Eajpai : (a^ and {/h. dhe Calcutta University 
Commission (of which the late Sir Aslmtosh Mukerjee ivas a member) 
did not recommend the creation of a separate University for A^sani at 
any specified period but expressed the opinion that Gauhati niiglit rightly 
aim at becoming a seal, of a University at some future date. 

(c) It will be for the Assam Government to plead ite own case at 
the Financial Enquirjn 

Geievahces of the Passenegers at Ghutku Station on the Bengal 

Nagpur Railway. 

51. Seth Sheodass Daga : {a) Is it a fact that Ghutku Station on 
Bengal Nagpur Raihvay, a B Class Station, is open for passengers’ traffic 
since its opening^ %,e., ahout 1892 ? 

(5) Is it a fact that at night, two Up and Down trains are halting 
there ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said station is about three quarters of a mile 
away from the town and is surrounded by fields ? 

(d) Is it a fact that, since the demolition of the old station, Le.^ 23 
years past, only a temporary shed with tin roofing is erected, and the 
waiting room is open from three sides ? 

(e) If the reply to part (d) be in affirmative, are Government aware 
that it is very much troublesome and inconvenient all round the year for 
the p-aissciigers, i e,, in summer noon on account of the hot wind and roofing, 
in the rainy season on acdount of the showers coming in, and in winter 
nights on account of the chilly cold weather 1 

(f) Are Government -aware that the platform of the said station is 
so lo\v" that it is very troublesome and risky for passengers to get in and 
out of the train ? 

(g) Are Government prepared to get the said grievances of the 
passengers with regard to the station waiting room and platform redressed 
by the railway authorities concerned ? 

Mr P. R. IRau : Government consider that these matters are best 
left to the Advisory Committee. The Agent’s attention has, however, 
been drawn to the question. 

Vacancies in the Engineering Department oe the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 

52. Khan Sahib Nawab Siddique Ali Khan : (u) Is it a fadt that 
there were several permanent vacancies in the permanent subordinate cadre 
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oC the Engineering Department of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
and that these have been recently surrendered ? If so, how many, and tor 
how many years were these kept unfilled ? 

(b) Is it a fact that while permanent vacancies were kept unfilled, 
several subordinates have been retained on the temporary cadre chargeable 
to Lump Sum Revenue Grant for a number of years, and that these men 
are not engaged for a particular capital work and have been retained 
during the period when the railways have passed through a financial 
crisis"? Why have they not been confirmed in suitable unfilled perma- 
nent vacancies and their temporary posts abolished instead of surrender- 
ing permanent posts ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the recent policy of the Chief Engineer, Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway, is not to fill up vacancies above Rs. 300 per 
month for technical men drawing old scales of pay, with the exception of 
Permanent Way, Dridge and Signal and Interlocking Inspectors, thus 
depriving the Inspector of W^orks, Supervisors, Head Draftsmen, Siirveyois 
and Draftsmen, of all chances of promotion ? 

(d) Is it true that in the Mechanical Department, Transportation 
Department and Traffic Department, there are graded posts of Rs. 240 — 
300, Rs. 300— 1375, Rs 375—450, Rs 450—550, Rs 550—650 on the 
permanent suhoi-dinaCe cadre while in the Engineering Department techni- 
cal staff except for P. W Is. and Bridge, Signal and Interlocking Inspectors 
have no ehanee of promotion beyond Rs 300, although they are entitled to 
the old scales of pay ? 

(e) Is it true that when superior service officers go on Home leave, 
their immediate subordinates on the subordinate cadre are not given a 
chance to act in their places, although these subordinates may be fuUy 
qualified to take up their posts ? 

Mr P E. Eau : I am obtaining the information and will lay a 
reply on the table of the House in due course. 

Matt, SORTERS IN EAST BENGAL AND ASSAM. 

53. Sri jut N. C. Bardaioi : (a) Will Government state how many 
candidates passed the departmental competitive test held in 1929-30 for 
mail sorters’ appointments from East Bengal and Assam f 

(h) Was any warning given to these persons that revised rates for 
pay of the posts for which they Were candidates wa.s under considera- 
tion j 

(c) Were the above persons approved candidates for appointment a.s 
sorters in the “ S ” division ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the passed candidates were appointed as reserve 

sorters in the grade Rs. 40 — 5 — 140 in 1930 ? ' 

(e) Is it a fact that in spite of there being many vacancies in the 
list of reserve sorters’ posts many of the appointed candidates were 
relieved of their posts on the 31st December, 1930 ? 

(/) Wore there fourteen posts vacant before the 16th July, 1931, 
when liie above were still unemployed ? 

(ff) Is it ? fact that those persons were employed in 1933 and 1934 
but in a lower grade ? 
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(h) Will Go\ernmen.t refer to the Director General’s special gene- 
ral Circular No. 37, dated 11th March, 1935 ? 

(i) Are Governmeiit prepared to place the persons referred to above 
in the old time scale of pay of Es. 40 — 5 — 140 ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) to (i). Information has 
been called for and a reply "will be placed on the table of the House in 
dne course. 

Pboduction op Quinine and Cinchona. 

54. Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : (a) Will Government please state what 
quantities of quinine and cinchona are produced in India through Gov- 
einmeiit agency and what quantities through private agencies 1 

(5) Will Government please state what amount of profit Govern- 
ment usually make by the sale of quinine ? 

(c) At what price are quinine and cinchona sold to Local Board 
and District Board Dispensaries ? 

(d) At what price can Government supply quinine if they forego the 
profit made from the sale of quinine 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) A statement showing the quantity 
of quinine and cinchona febrifuge produced at Government factories on 
behalf of the Government of India and the Governments of Madras and 
Bengal in the years 1931-32 to 1933-34 is laid on the table. Government 
have no information regarding production through private agencie.s. 

(b) and (d) Including overhead charges and interest on the reserve 
of 150,000 lbs. maintained by them, it is doubtful whether the Government 
of India make any profit at the price at which they supply quinine to 
Local Governments. 

{c) lls. 18 per lb. for quinine sulphate and Es. 9 per lb. for cinchona 
febrifuge (powder). 


Production at Govern merit factories of quinine sulphate and cinchona febrifuge during the years 


Government of India 

Government of Madran . . 
Government of Benge 1 

J931-32 to 1933-34. 
1931-32 

Quinine 

Sulphate 

lbs. 

1,536 4 

22,307 

43,534 

Cinchona 

febrifuge. 

ibs 

459-3 

9,084 

13,079 



67,377 4 

22,622-3 

Government oi India 

Government of Madras . . 
Government of Bengal 

1932-33 

3,981 

23,153 

42,239 

2,004 

10,993 

22,749 



69,373 

35,746 

Government of India 
Government of Madras , . 
Government of Bengal . . 

1933-34. 

5,739*6 

22,716 

45,728 

3,394 

13,141 

25,129 



74,183-6 

41,664 
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Pbepondeeance oe Muslim Extra-Depaktmental Sub-Postmasters in 

Agra 

55. BMi Parma Nand : Is it a fact that out of eight permanent 
Extra-Departmental Sub-Postmasters seven are Muhammadans in the Agra 
Town ; li’ sOy what is the reason for such an abnovmal heavy propor- 
tion of the minority community and who is responsible for this I' 

The Honourable Mr. D. 6. Mitchell : As regards the first part, Gov- 
ernment have no information. 

As regards the second part, the Honourable Member is referred to ihe 
reply gn'eu to his own nnstarred question No. 81 in this House on the 
22nd February, 1935. 

Increase in the Proportion op Muslim Candidates on the Waiting List 
OP Inferior Cadre in the Agra Post Office. 

56. Bhai Parma Nand : Is it a fact that during the tenure of the 
present Postmaster at Agra the proportion of Muhammadan candidates 
on the 'waiting list of inferior cadre has consideraldy increased specially 
since the officiating appointment of the Muhammadan Town Inspector f 

The Honourable Mr. D G. Mitchell : Government have no informa- 
tion and do not propose to call for it as the waiting list has nothing to do 
with (he actual recruitment. A copy of the question and this reply is, 
however, being sent to the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs, who 
is competent to deal with the matter. 

Appointments of Employment Officers on State Kailways. 

57 Mr. V. V. Giri : (a) Will Government be pleas^ul to vsLatc if 
appointments of Employment Officers have been made in certain depart- 
ments of the State Eailways in accordance with the recommendations 
of the Whitley Commission ? 

(h) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state the qualifications of the persons recruited for the 
posts and the duties allotted to them ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if the employees in the 
Electrical Depaidraent of the East Indian Eailway get the advantage of 
the services of such Employment Officers ? 

(rl) If the reply to part (c) be in the negative, will Govejmment be 

pleased to state how the grievances of the staff in the said department 

are enquired into and the establishment matters dealt 'with f 

(c) If the reply to part (c) be in the affirmative, will Government 

be pleased to state if there is any Employment Officer particularly for 

this department and if so, where he is posted ? 

Mr. P. E. Eau : (a) Yes. 

(h) Full details of the reasons for sanctioning these posts are con- 
tained ill a memorandum placed before ihe Standing Finance Committee 
for Eailways on the 2nd February^ 1934, which will be found on pages 
17 — 19 of Volume X, No. 6, of their proceedings, to which I would refer 
the Honourable Member. 

L192LAD n 



038 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [9tH SeP. 1935, 

(c), (d) and (e). I have called for inforniatioii and will lay reply 
on the taWe of the House in due course. 

Pboobdure followed in filling up of Vacancies in the Electrical 
Department on the East Indian Railwayl 

58. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to skiie Ilp 
procedure followed in the Electrical Department on the East Indian 
Railway to fill up vacancies in the higher grades of the supervising sub- 
ordinate staif 1 

Mr. P, R. Ran : I have called for the information and will place it 
on the table of the House when received. 

Representation of the Staff in the Electrical Department of the 
East Indian Railway in the Welfare Committee. 

59. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state wheiiier 
the staff in tlie Electrical Department of the East Indian Railway have 
got any representation in the Welfare Committee i li so, whether the 
delegate is elected by the staff or nominated by the Administration “I 

Mr. F. R. Rau : The available information is given in the documents 
placed 3 U the Library of the House in connection with unstarred question 
No. 7 asked on the 5th February, 1935. 

Reduction "of Pay of Graduates in Commerce in the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department. 

60. Mr. V. V. Giri : (a) Is it not a fact that the Government of 
India. Industries and Labour, Posts and Telegraphs Branch, in their 
Memorandum No. 74~Est.-A|28, dated 19th September, 1930. recognised 
graduates and under-graduates in Commerce as equivalent to graduates 
and under-graduates in Arts and Science ? 

(b) is it not a fact that before the issue of the abov3 orders certain 
graduates and under-graduates in Commerce were actually recruited in 
the Postal Department on a higher starting pay allowed to graduates 
and under-graduates in Arts and Science at that time, and that they 
were allowed to draw that higher rate of pay for several years ? 

(c) Is it not the strict principle of the Government of India not to 
reduce the pay of an official which he was allowed to draw on the reason- 
able belief that he 'was entitled to it 1 

(d) If the replies to parts (a) to (c) above be in the affirmative, 
how is it that the pay of graduates and under-graduates in Commerce 
who were recruited on a higher starting pay was reduced after several 
years with retrospective effect to the minimum starting pay allowed to 
Matriculates, thereby also depriving them of their higher position in the 
Circle Gradation List ? 

(e) Are Government prepared to consider this grievance and restore 
tlje pay and position of those who were started on a higher stalling pay 
which was ai'terwards reduced ? 

The Honourabie Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) Yes, but only with respect 
io men reeruited on and from the date of the order. 
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(b) Yes, but the concession had been wrongly allowed by local anlliori- 
ties m a few cases. 

(c) No. 

(d) aiid (e). Do not arise m view of tire replies to parts (o) and (r) 
above 1 may add, however, that the recovery of the amounts ovenlravn 
by the oflieials concerned prior to the date of orders in question was \ -aived 
by Government. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Interest of Indians concerned in Zanzibar. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have received 
notice of a moiion for adjournment on the Zanzibar 
quee,tion from Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant I laider- 
stand the Honourable the Leader of the House and the Honourable iHeniber 
have talked over the matter and perhaps they will inform the House whrd 
has been the result. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House; . Sir, 
the position is this : we had some talk with Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant I 
am not prepared to give an undertaking or guarantee that we shall ])e able 
to do tins, but I am prepared to say that I shall try my best to linn 
two hours towards the end of the Session. li that satisfies m> friend, 
he can act accordingly. If, on the other hand, he wants an undertaking 
or guarantee on a particular day, I am not in a position to do that and 
my Honourable friend can move his motion. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant (RohiUiund and Kumaon Divisions : 
NonAluhammadan Rural) : Sir, I feel a little handicapped in projcefling 
with my motion after the conversations I had with Sir Girja Shankar 
Bajpai and with the Honourable the Leader of the House I uiKhu*su>nd 
his statement is as reasonable a guarantee as a person in his responsible 
position can give, that he will try his utmost to accommodate us. I cau- 
not expect from him more than that. Perhaps he could have said as much 
in a more graceful manner, but that is after all a matter of taste 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is your monopoly. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : But, all the same, I am thankful 
him and consider it unnecessary to proceed with my motion now in the 
circumstances. 


ELECTION OF A MEMBER TO THE STANDING FINANCE 

COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have to 
inform the Assembly that up to 12 Noon on Friday, the 6th September, 
1935, the time fixed for receiving nominations for the Standing Finance 
Commiltee, only one nomination was received. As there is only one 
vacancy, I declare Mr F. E James to he duly elected to the Standing 
Finance Committee. 

L192LAD 
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STATEMENT LAID 


Cases in which the Lowest Tenders have not been accepted by the 

Government 

The Honourable Mr D G. Mitchell (Member for Indiistries anil 
missioner for India, showing all eases in which the lowest tenders lia^ e not 
during the half-year ending the dOtli June, 1935. 

High Commissioner 
India S^tore 

Abstract of cases in which tenders for stores demanded by the Gential Govern 
goods demanded, were accepted on the grounds of superior quality, 

inspection, (iuieker 

HALF YEAB ENDING 


Stores ordered. 

Contract number. 

Name of Contractor. 

Amount 

of 


1 


! Contract. 


Part A.— Cases %n which lower foreign tenders, including British tenders for foreign 


Nil. 

Part B. — Cases m which the discrimination 


Tapes, measuring 

R. 2759/4994/16-3-35 .. 

J. Chesterman & Co., 

Steel No. 80. 


Ltd. 

Timber, lignum vitae, 

T. 78/27/13-4-35 

Waterman & Ross, Ltd. 

10 cwts. 



Timber, lignum vitae, 

T. 321/464/17-6-36 

Waterman & Ross, Ltd. 

25 cwts. 1 


I 


£ s. d. 

75 5 0 
(British). 


16 0 0 
approx, 
f. 0. b. 
London 
(British). 

30 10 0 
approx, 
f. o. b. 
London 
(British). 


Part C. — Cases in which the discrimination 
Nil 

Part D. Cases in which lower British tenders have 
Nil. 
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ON THE TABLE. 

High Commissioner for India in purchasing i:^TOREs for tub 
OF India. 

Labour) . Sir, I lay on the table a statement, furnished by the High Corn- 
been accepted by him in purchasing stores for the Government o£ India, 

FOR India. 

Department 

ment, other than the lowest complying with the technical description of the 
superior trustworthiness of the firm tendering, greater facility of 
delivery, etc. 

30th JUNE, 1035. 


Lowest Tender 
not 

accepted. 

Reason for Acceptance. 

made good,s% have been sei aside wholly or paitinlly ni favoiii of Bntisli tenders. 


mi. 

is between British firms only, , 

£ ... d. 1 

1 


71 13 9 
(British). 

The lowest tenderer required twelve weeks for delivery. As this 
delivery would not meet the requirements of the Indenting 
Officer the order was placed with the next lowest tenderer 
who offered delivery m four weeks. 

*14 0 0 
i, 0 . b. Liverpool 
(British) 

The accepted tender was the more advantageous having regard 
to the extra cost of inspection at Liverpool. 

i 

29 15 0 
approx, t. o. b. 
Liverpool ( British ) . 

Ditto ditto. 

1 

1 

between foreign fit ms only. 


Nil, 

been set aside in faiom of foieiga lenders. 


Nil. 



ELECTION OP A MEMBER FOR STANDING- ADVISORY COM- 
MITTEE FOR 'iEE INDIAN POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS 

DEPARTMENT 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell (Member for Industries and 
-Labour) ; Sir, I move : 

That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 
President may diieet, one‘ Member for the Standing Advisory Committee for the Indian 
Posts and Telegraphs Bepaitment to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of his 
seat in the Assembly by Sir Darey Lindsay. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Kir Abdiir Rahim) : The question is : 

“ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 
President may direct, one‘ Member for the Standing Advisory Committee for the Indian 
Posts and Telegiaphs Department to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of his 
seat in the Assembly by Kii Darcy Lindsay. ’ ’ 

TJie motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have to 
inform HonoiirabJe Meirbers that for the purpose of election of a Member 
to the Standing Advisory Committee for the Indian Posts and Telegraphs 
Department, the Notice Office will be open to receive nominations n])1o 
12 Noox on Wednesday, the 11th September, and the election, if necessary, 
will, as usual, })e held in the Secretary’s Room in the Assembly Building 
on Fraiay, the 13th September. 1935, between the hours of 10-30 i at and 
1 p.M The election will he conducted in accordance with the princnile (d 
pro])orUonal representation by means of the single transferable vote. 


THE OENTRAL PROVINCES COURTS (SUPPLEMENTARY) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : Sir, I move 
for leave to introduce a Bill to supplement the Central Provinces Courts 
Act. 1917, I need say nothing beyond the fact that this Bill is intended 
to make certain amendments of a formal nature in some enactments eon- 
se<]uent on the establishment of a tiigh Court of Judicature at N’agpur 
in the C-entral Provinces. Sir, I move 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • The question 
is : 

That leave be given to introduce a Bill to supplement the Central Provinces 
Courts Act, 1917.^^ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BlLh-^conUl 

Mr. President (TRe Honourable Sir Abdur Rabim) : The House will 
now resume consideration of the following motion moved by the Honour- 
able Sir Henry Craik on the 5tb September, 1935 -. 

“ That the Bill to amend the Oriminal Law be taken into consideration.” 

V- Ueshmukh (Bombay City : Non -Muhammadan Urban) : 
Mr. President, the other day I tried to bring to the notice of this House 
that the alleged grounds of suspended Civil Disobedience and revival of 
terroiism and extension of C^ommunism, which were brought forward 

{ 642 ) 
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before the House by the Home Member for the sanction of a permanent 
iiieasLiiTi like this^ were not sufficient. There Avas another ground that he 
brought forward, and that was commimalism ; and if one were to look at 
his speech, it almost seems as if he tried to put stress on this ground of 
commnnalism. What I should like to realise is what is this communalism t 
1 am all the while trying, so that we may not get into a panicky state 
and b(‘ stampeded into voting for something that we have not given 
sufficient thought about. 

CVjmmunalism can be of two kinds. One is what I might say the 
intellectual communalism, and the other one may be the lower type — 
wJiat may be called the rowdy type. All the blame of communalism is 
going to be put on the scapegoat of the press, as if it is the press which is 
responsible for this communalism Let me dispose of this intellectual 
communalism or the higher type of communalism that unfortunately has 
been cJ‘eated in tliis country. If it exists today, who is the worst cifeiider 
in fills respect ? 1 am afraid Mr Morgan group and his community 

111 this country is perhaps more responsible for it than any other of the 
indigenous eomniiinities in this country {Vries of Oh from the 
European Group Benches.) I will prove it if you say '' Oli It is not 
merely Mr Morgan’s community that is responsible for this, but there is 
the other party also, that is, the Government of India {Opposition c/nes 
of Hear, hear.") What is the meaning of fancy franchise f What 
is the meaning of all kinds of different compartments into which the 
Constitution has been divided What is the meaning of the overwhelm- 
ing number of seats in the Bengal Legislative Council which has been 
given to the European community, out of all proportion ^ What is the 
meaning of your reserving all the highly paid services in the Army, Navy 
and c-ther branches exclusively for Europeans ? You start from the 
Magna Charta right up to the latCvSt pronouncement made by the Viceroy, 
and what is the promise given to this country That promise is (.hat no 
distinction of race, creed or colour will be observed in giving appoint- 
ments, and yet. what is the position today f In the last Session of the 
Assembly, we were told what was the percentage of Indians in the higher 
services in this country Look at the Indian Civil Service, look at the 
Indian Medical Service with which I am well conversant, and. 1 say, 
if that is not communalism, what else is it f Communalism does not 
mean merely going for each other in a rowdy manner, communalism also 
means giving everything to one community, and I make bold to say that 
perhaps in this res])eet no other community can be charged to the same 
extent with communalism as the European community. Hear, hear ” 
from Congress Party Benches.) I was surprised, Sir, to hear my intel- 
lectual friends like Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah saying that it is a 
blot on us that communalism does exist without trying to understand the 
causes of such communalism. Why, let me now come to the lower type of 
communalism. If there is rioting in some place, are we going to take 
part in it. Or can the papers be held responsible for either one type or 
other ? No. It is not on account of presses that this kind of communal- 
ism exists. I do not want to go into the sinister origin of these communal 
troubles, I am not here to prove that. My only point is this, that this 
Bill IS intended to muzzle the press in this country, and, therefore, I want 
to prove to the House conclusively that the press has nothing to do with 
either the starting or the stopping of riots. Here I may be permitted to 
give my own personal experience. I have seen these riots. I have had 
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a great deal to do Avith these inter-eonminiial riotSj the so-ealled Iliiidw 
Muslim riots in Bombay twice. One riot took place in 1928 and the other 
in 1932. Now, Sir, I want you to take note of the dates partieularly. 
In 1928, there was no Criminal Laiv AmendiiKoit Act m existence By 
the time the riots broke out for the second time in Bombay, and that 
Avas in 1932, tlie Criminal LaAA^ Amendment Act came into being, and Avhat 
do Ave find f Sir, in 1928, the riots eame to an end ATithin eight days. 
Avith much less casualties, A\nth much less trouble and loss to Oie eoin- 
mereial community in Bombay . . . 

Mr. F. E. James (Madras : European) : That AAuas because you were 
the lUayor of Bombay ^ 

Br. 6. V. Deshmukh : That was partly due to that. Sir, I had a 
great deal to do AAith it. As a matter of fact, it aatis not the papers 
AAhieh were responsible for bringing the riots to an end, but it atus Ihe 
Peace Committee AA^hich AA^as started in that City by the Mayor of that 
year Avhicli brought the riots to au early end Hear, hear from 
Congress Party Benches.) Noaal Sir, look at the inots of 1032. The 
rioiing Aveiit on for ten AA’^eeks Avitli untold misery lo the poor people, and it 
iiifiicLed a great deal of loss to the eomrneree of Bombay. Therefore, what 
is the good of your saying that, if Amu donh liaA^e these laAAU comnninalism 
Aviil be rampant, that you see great danger ahead, there AA^ere never sneh 
limes ae the present AA*hen eoinmunalisin was rampant There is abso- 
lutely no meaning in these arguments at all SomeliOAA^ or other, I feel 
that Bus is a flimsy argument brought forward to enact this measure, 
and ali these arguments are urged in favour of the measure so that some 
of our friends, who do not want to think over the matter ihemseHes and 
want to take the opinions that come from the other side, may sv^alloAv them. 
Well, Sir, all the arguments that have been urged in favour of the four 
points by the Honourable ibe Home Member for receiving the sanction 
of the House have not got much substance in them. Bui, then, T Avaiii to 
put it 1o you the other AAmy. At any rate, eYeii the Opposilioii conceded 
that these are ali different troubles liaAung different causes, liaAniig differ- 
ent geogra|‘>]iicai origin, and, therefore, what is the duty of an administra- 
tor the duty of an administrator is not to suggest, like a quack, one 
remedy for all diseases. That indeed is not the duly of a good ph5T,ieian ; 
lie should see that each disease is treated on its oAvn merits, but the 
quack prescribes a common remedy for all diseases. He prescribes one 
remedv for all disease>s from constipation to cholera This is what the 
admini.drator should not do. The Government say they Avill have one 
Bill and that will eiTre all the political ills of this country. Sir, the Avhole 
objecliAT of this Bill has been, AA'hatever appearance it may have, to 
miuizle the press, and our European administrators are not doing this for 
nothing. T do not Avant to go into the reasons as to why they are doing 
it, hut T knoAV this much that they are not doing this for nothing, and the 
reason is obvious. Anybody conversant with general literature aauII know 
that it is the printed Avord that is of great importance, that it was on 
account of presses and the printing machines AA^hich eame into existence 
in Europe that Europe was pulled out of its dark ages. It was on account 
of the printed word that the superstition Avhieh existed before was made 
to^ disappear, it was the printed copy of the Bible that made all the super- 
stition disappear, and, Sir, I haA^e not the slightest hesihuion in saving 
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tliat the object of this Bill is to muzzle the printing press and the printed 
word. If they had the ehoice, they would muzzle even the spoken 
word . . . 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali (Delhi : General) : They are muzzling it 

Dr. G. V. Deslimukh : My friend sa3LS, they are muzzling it 1 have 
not ihe least doubt that they have done it, or, at any rate, if they could, 
they \\oiild certainly muzzle the word of mouth too You can see that the 
whole ob]ect of this measure is to attack the press, because the^^ do not 
want tliat our people should be sufficiently educated to criticise the actions 
of the Government officials, the actions of the bureaucrac}^, so that these 
bureaucrats and other Government officials may be left uncriticised, so 
that iliey may continue in the enjojunent of limitless powers in this village 
land of India The fact is, they do not want that the people should 
im])rove, and that is why the whole measure has been brought forward. 
After all, this measure. Sir. as yon yourself suggested years ago, is a tvo- 
faced measure. It shows one face to us. Assembly Members, and the oGier 
face to the outside world, but the object behind it is quite different, and 
that object is, as I have been trying to impress upon Honourable IMemhers, 
to muzzle the press. Sir, there is a saying in India, and that sa^^'inj? 
ap’plies most appropriate! 3^' to this measure, and the saying is : Mukhse 
Kam hagai men Cbhoori ’’ For the information of mj friends ojiposite, 
1 ma3" say, it means this With a Sermon on the Mount in the Month, 
but a ^lileito in the side.” And it is said that this measure is being 
eiinetcd to save us from commiinalism, terrorism, and all the other L^ms, 
but ihe whole object of tlie Bill is. whichever way you may look at it, 
^0 se*"egiiard and protect the officials in the future Constihition ; the real 
liiiderl^eing object is, whichever wav the officials behave in the future 
Const it ati on. to '^^ee that tlmy should a‘o on untrammelled in the exercise 
of their tyrannical power If Is only un account of that that this measure 
is being enacted 111 tln^ teeth of popular opposition. Therefore, Sir, I am 
entreating all my Indian t^riends to look at the whole question from a 
pro]ier ])erspective, and not to be led away hy specious arguments wbeii 
recording their votes, T entreat all my Indian friends to record then’ votes 
wnth r'uason Sir, "we on this side have nothing to offer to our friends ; all 
that wc can do is to convince them on grounds of reason that this measure 
is sn])erfinons and dangerous and how^ they should vote ; we have nothing 
else to offer, but to entreat them to think seriousH heffore the^’ ea.st their 
vo^es ]\'[ost of ns are at the oilier end of onr life, bill if this m^asur^ is 
passed, what is going to happen to our children and grandchildren ^ It 
is main],Y Iw means of nevvaspaners that public opinion is created. 

Tli(‘ flonourable Member from Lridnaimre, th*^ other daja ^aid, what is 
wrong w’ith Ihe curtailment of liberl’y T think he vms right lie is one 
of fb.ose Englishmen nlio has been surfeited and satiated wdth liberty. He 
is netuj'alH Sir, suff'wing from indigestion of liberly and thinks ^iiat, 
libejdv is a poison to other-=s hut will h«'^ refer to the history of his owm 
country for a moment and will he den^^ that it was for the retention of 
liberty that the British nation lost one continent ^ Otherwise, today the 
Ameiiean continent also w-ould have been painled the same red coloiu' as 
the other half of the world. And what is the good of comparing liberty 
with professions, dangerous professions ? Liberty cannot be conpiarecl 
with professions. The analogy is entirely wrong. It is no good saying 
that yov demand seeurit^’- from the dealers in poison Is liberty poison ? 
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I ask my Honourable friend to refer to tlie literature of Ins ovii eouiiuy 
Liberty is life, is the very breath of life, and if you are p,'oin^ to say, iJuit 
a 3 )erson must deposit Rs. 500 before his einkl starts to breatius or that he 
must deposit Rs. 5,000 or Rs 10,000 as he j:>*roMS old at the age of five^ or 
ten, vould that be reasonable ? Even this ipiestion of liberty is not being 
looked at from the proper point of view It is liberty that van! 
liberty under the law, and we are, therefore, keen that these laws which 
acluaih come in the \vay of liberty shall not be passed. 

Sir a great deal of point has been made about dummy ediror^. 1 

should like to ask the Honourable the Home ember wliethei' Babu 
Motilal Ghose was a dummy editor, whether Lokainanya Bal Gaiigadhar 
TiJak, the father of the Home Rule Movement in India, was a dummy 
editor, whether Agarkar, the social reformer in Maharashtra, wa^^^ a dummy 
editor, whether Mr. (afterwards Sir) Siirendra Xath Banerjea was a 
dummy editor. You come here and give ns as reason for your action some- 
thing lhat has been produced by your own action. Ft is the same old Iriek 
The common law of the laud section 124A, was misused, and, tlierefort% 
can yf)U blame peo]>le when no honest man is allowed to couiiiiut^ as 

editor It is tlse same old trick of the administration. Ti was alluded 

1o by Abraham Lincoln. You do something to provoke people and then 
you take that as an excuse to bring forward some other repressive measures 
Wlial are you doing under this measure ? You are putting disei*etion, 
it may he nominal, in the hands of the District Magistrate — ^bad enough. 
But on whose evidence will he demand security ? On the evidence of the 
police --that police of ours who mistake sweetmeats for bombs- -f suppose 
everybody knows the incident — ^that police like this, that 0. L D. like 
this- -on the information of these men, the District Magistrate is going to 
ask the man to put down the security immediately. We consider that the 
liberty of the press which this Bill is going to take away is absolutely 
vital for the advancement of our country. It cannot be admitted for a 
minute that the powers which were given during the time that the present 
Act was in force were exercised in the jumper fashion By the fruits 
shall yon judge them ? I will give you a very little incident and that is 
this. In Bombay we have w^hat is called the Rationalist Association. 
It may be information for Mr. James to hear that I am the Presichmt of 
that Rationalist Association. We conduct a magazine which is called 
Beason. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidaya.tallah (Sind Jagirdars and Zamindars • 
Landliolders) : IMay I put one question to- my Honourable friend f He 
referred to the riots of 1932. May I ask him in what month tJmse riots 
took place f 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh : I do not know if the Honourable Member 
was in charge of that department of riots, 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : When did the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act come into force f At the end of 1932 or before ? 

An Honourable Member : The Ordinance was there 

Dr. G. V, Deshmukh : Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah was in 
office, he had a great deal to do in office. 

Sir GMam Hussain Hidayatallah : I liad nothing to do with the 

riots. 
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Dr. G. ¥. DesliHrakli : I know that you had nothing to do with the 
i*iots. ^ never saw you round about there. (Laughter ) But I can 
prove 10 you. 

Sir Gbulam Hussain Hidayatallah : You made an assertion and the 
burden lies on you to prove the dates when the riots occurred. 

Dr 6. V. Deshmukh : You were the Executive Councillor of the 
Government of Bombay, and you were in Bombay itself and you do not 
know that the riots were taking place in June ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) : The Honour- 
able Member should address the Chair. He cannot cany on a conversa- 
tion across the floor of the House with another Member of the House. 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh : Very well, Sir Through you I want to tell 
my lL»uourable friend that the riots continued from April to June And 
the Ordinance was there (Laughter ) The Press Act was there. If he 
had seen the trend of my argument, he would have realised Ihal my 
argument was that these riots to which so much attention has been drawn 
did o(-(uir in spite of the Press xict being there That I suppose the 
Honoiu'able Member cannot deny if he is keen on these dates 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : I wanted to correct you when 
you made a statement that the Chiminal Law' Amendment Act w^as in force 
at the time 

M’". President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) Order, v)r(ler 
''riu' Honourable Member must address the Chair 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh : 1 am .very sorry to ivaste the time of the 
House over this thing. The Emergenej^ Press Act was passed in 1931 if 
yon ]>lease. Is that right Thai is one year before the riots 

An Honourable Member : Ignore those interruptions 

Dr. G. V Deshmukh : I will take no notice because he had nothing 
to do with the riots ; during the three months, I never saw' him even once 
in Bombay. (Laughter ) Where was I when you interrupted me ? 

An Honourable Member : You were the President of the Rationa- 
list Association. 

Dr. 6. V. Deshm,ukh : I thought those who interrupted me might 
oblige me by telling where I w^as when I wms interrupted. I was telling 
yon that w^e have a magazine that is being edited for all intellectuals, 
having nothing to do with politics, and that is called Ecason. What do 
we find One day a sub-inspector of police comes into the cilice 
and ^ajs, Hand over all the copies of the Eeason you have got '' The 
Secretary, naturally, being a young man, not having much experience of 
this wn)r]d, resented and telephoned to; me as to wdiat wms to be done We 
are not lawyers, we do not Imow much law. I said : The best thing 

we can do is to hand him over the copies ’’ He took those copies away. 
We quietly submitted to the siib-mspeetor. But, after a month, those 
copies w'ere returned to ns, I do not know for w'hat reasons Now', you 
can imagine if this kind of thing exists in Bombay where public o})iuion 
is, to a certain extent, of some importance, wdiat must it be in the country, 
W'hat must it be outside ^ Wliat will it he in distant places and villages ! 
And it is absolutely useless for you people to come here and say, these 
powders will be exercised mildly and let us have them on the Statute-book, 
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and, after all, we have a right of repealing the measure. 1 \m11 tell tiie 
Honourable gentJeman who put foxward tliat argument, that judges alter 
judges have poduted out the deficiencies about section I21A, lull vhal 
provision have you been aide to make to repeal it ! Look at tlie iiotiie 
given by niy Honourable friend, Mr Satyamiirtn for the repeal of all 
the repressive laws dating back to 1818. What have you been able to 
repeal ^ It does not seem to me to be a coniDion sense arguineiit. We 
will soil ourselves lirst and then uc vull hav^' a cleaning aFterwariL Why 
soil yourself first by this Bill and try to have a cleaning afterwards ! 
Have noThuig to do u itit the Bill from the very beginning, from now 
We think that the press is absolutely necessary for the requirements of 
our people, and tliat is vhy we are opposing lliese provisions so strongly. 
If the Honourable the Home I\Ieinber does not take away ail the individual 
restrimions, I Av'ould consider it as of little impor lance , if lie likes 
keep those restrictions, I would not care. But Avhat I do care is that ihe 
piess being the means of educating and eleAmling our peoiile, h^t there 
be no restrictions on iliat press. We have bemi exhorted, times without 
number, by speakers rn that side that we must take the full sein.e of our 
responsibility, but tliat responsibility we feel is the ediicalioii and eleva- 
tion of our people, the uplitt of our people, so that they may not be serfs 
and slatms, but proper subjects, so that they will claim their just rights, 
and, Avhat is more, maintain them against a bureaucracy bmitless in 
power. Sir. that is our object and that is the responsibility which 
have undeiiaken and will undertake, and, in the name of that respon- 
sibility, Ave AAull not accept this Bill. 

Mr. E. S Sarma (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir. it is ahvays very 
difficult and a great handicap to I'ise to speak immediately after so effec- 
tive and accomplished a speaker as Dr. Deslmukh who has jusi finish tI, 
but all the same I am grateful to yon, Mr. President, for the opiiortiinity 
yon have given me thN morning of making one or Uyo brief oh eiwatioi s 
on the iiiotion invv bef(>r^ the Hou^e. I shall indeed be very hri^f, as 
I propose to confine my remarks solely to those provisions of ihe Bill 
AAluch relate to the Sir, the heaA^y artillery of rlie ilpposiiion has 

been direetecl against those clauses of the Bill which scriv to cuutroi the 
press ; I think I can claim, of all Members of this House, to be in a bidter 
position to speak about this particular aspect of the Bill, as T liave been 
a working journalist for over a cDcado or so, 

An HononraTble Member : Friendly journal ^ 

Mr. R. S Sarma : Yes, although T have not had the advantages 
enjoyed even by iinfritmdly journals today As one Avho owned, at one 
time, three daily papers in Calcutta and at the present time the oAviier 
of ii weekly paper, T rise toclaA^ to state to the House Avliat 1 as a vro ik- 
ing imirnalist and as a neAvspaperman, feel about this Bill Before doing 
so, let me, Sir, make a passing reference, and a passing reference only, 
to the speech of my friend, Mr. Krishna Kant Malaviya. Dr. Deshmiildi 
in the beginning of his speech said that he liked the speech of the Honour- 
able the Home Member. I may also say that of all the speeches delivered 
from those Benches, I liked the speech of Mr. Malaviya most I Avas 
rather surprised at the slight annoyance experienced by the Finance Mem- 
ber or the Home Member when Mr. Malaviya spoke. Tf I were the Home 
Member, I would have immediately run to the seat of Mr Malaviva and 
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embraced liim, because tliere was no speech more helpM and more useful 
to the Home Ivl ember than the speech of Mr. M.ilaviya himself. Souie 
Honourable Members might liav’e had doubts about the wisdom of a mea- 
sure of this charactei at this juncture. There miglit liave been others 
who might have had doubts, whether apart irom the merits of the 13ili, 
the time was opportune just on the eve of the introduction of gieat coiisu- 
tuitonai changes in this eoiuitry, to put on the Statute-book a measure 
which might he called a reactionary measure, but after the dear and un- 
mistakable speech of my friend, Mr. Malaviya, all those misgivings 
must have vanished from the mind of every Member, 

An Honourable Member : You have not understood him. 

Mr. E. S. Sarma : Because, Sir, however, much Mr. Malaviya might 
have condemned the acts of violence and terrorism, his speech was a clear 
glorification of the motiv<^s and the patriotism of those people who had 
committed those oirences It is speeches of that character and writings 
of that character in tiie press that this Bill is intended to pres^ent 

Now, Sir, 1 want to tell the House as a common sense joiamalist how 
I vie-w this measure and I do it from a simple standpoint. (Interrup- 
tion.) 1 do not mind interruptions so long as they are intelligible- -and 
I am accustomed to interruptions in this House Just as every other 
measure in the Statute-book, this is essentiall}^ a preventive measure. 
There are piovisioiis m the existing Penal Code and the Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code Avhich give powers to the executive and judiciary, povers 
which are terrd'ying one reads them, but I come to the logical coii- 

ciusion that these are onl 3 ^ danger signals serving as a warning to those 
people who want to overstep the limits of the law Judged from that 
point of view, I do not think any one need fear any of the provisions of 
the present Bill. I do nut think there is anything to fear, if one does not 
want to break the law. Dr. Deshmukli said that the newspaper is a great 
force and plays a great pan in educating public opinion, and that tins 
measure is intended to stifle the freedom of the press. I know that news- 
papers are veiy jK)wej‘i*ul, that newspapers are nece.ssary, they are often 
talked of as the fourth estate of the realm. The influence of the press 
is very great indeed all over the world and it is all the more so in our 
country, though T do imt know whether this tremeiidims influence in India 
is for good or for evil If one lias follow^ed the writings in the Indian 
press during the la-st few years, one would realise the mischief lliat the 
Indian newspapers have been able to create in the cause of terrorism and 
othei’ subversive movements in this country. 

An Honourable Member : Question 

Mr. E. S. Sarma • In England or any other country in Europe, 
people read only the news and not the views in the papers and come to 
their own conclusions, hot things are very different in India With our 
nia>sses, -wliatever is printed is gospel triitli 

An Honourable Member : It is just the other way. 

Mr. E. S. Sarma : Not at ail, Sir. 1 have known Members of the 
Legislature in some provinces who have not read the Government of India 
Act but have gone and discussed the Act wnth high officials and when 
they Tvere questioned in detail, they had to admit that they had not read 
the Government of India Act hiifc only the comments in papers like the 
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Amrita Bazar Pafrika and The Hindustan Times about t!ip Govermiiciii 
of India Art. J'Acn the head lines of «ome of these papers are dangerous 
and revolting. Ever;>d)ndy is familiar with the faiuons head line which 
appeared in" a Calcutta paper, when that daiig<*rous terrorist, Diiiesit, 
was executed. The paper brought out tiie head line ‘ Dauntless Diiiesii 
dies at dawn Look at the alliteration and the emotum. If thest‘ things 
do not manufacture terrorists, I wonder wliat does. Any one who has 
folIoTved the leading articles m many of the Indian newspapers will liave 
no hesitation in coming to the coneiusiou that these terrorists are not 
born but are made in the columns of some of the newspapers ; our Indiaii 
maisses are very credulous and the ignorant and the sentimental secdioii of 
the public are being most mercilessiy exploited by joarnahst politician^. 
That is a factor which the Governnwiit are bound to lake note of. I shall 
give from ni} own experleuee an iliustration of how the ordinary man is 
misled. It is to protect that kind of man from being exploited that 
1 want an Act of this kind put on tlie Statute-book. 

Mr. Birla, wlio was once a distinguished Member of this House, onned 
the Calcutta evening newspaper. The New Empire, of which 1 was the 
editor. There was a breakdown In onr press and \\e could not print 
our paper in our own press. As there wms no other w’ell ecpiipped Indian 
printing press in Calcutta, wdiere ai daily newspaper could be printed, w^e 
arranged to print it in the Statesman press. At that time, the Statesman 
W'-as subjected to a very severe boycott because of certain articles that 
appeared in that paper against the late Lokamaiiya Bal Gangadhar Tilak. 
There was a great propaganda in the newspapers as to wdiy .Mr. Birla’s. 
pa])er w'as printed in llie Statesman pre.ss. There w^as a vigorous eaiu- 
paagn against us going on m the press and there w^as a great public meet- 
ing called one day to condemn Mr. Birla and myself for our printing our 
paper in the Statesman press. Well, the fact is, we tried the Indian press 
and we did not succeed, because no Indian press could, day after day, 
print 6,000 or 7,000 copies and w^e were indeed very thankful to the 
Siate'^man that they allowed us to do it. There was held this public 
meeting, attended by twentythousand men, and Mr. Birla asked me : 

Why don’t you go to this meeling and explain matters, and 
were obliged to print our paper in the Statesman press.” Though 1 knew 
the hostile character of the audience, I took courage in both hands, w^eiit 
to the meeting, got upon the platform and explained matters to ll'e 
audience. W^ell, the audience looked as it they w'ere convinced I said, 
if anybody could suggest aiiv Indian press wdiere w^e could print, 1 was 
willing to pay a thousand rupees a month more than wdiat we were paying 
to the Statesman, One fellow got up amd said ; Why, there is the 
Martvari press, (Mr. Birla is a IManvari), in w^hich you can print the 
paper.” I asked, tvhat is tliis Marw'ari prevSs which can print a daily 
newspaper ? Thou one man got up and said : There is of course the 

Halwasiya press.” T said the Halwasiya press was a jute pi-ess and not 
a printing press ; but a man suddenly got up on the table and shouted • 
'"Never mind, all the same it is a press.” (Laughter.) He won the 
day. Nowv Sir, that is the mentality of the masses wlioi read oui* news- 
papers It is said that the effect of this Act would be to prevent honest 
expression of view^s, T deny this. Can anybody point out wliether any 
extreuiLt newspaper which hdvS not been malicious or scurriloiis has been 
subjected to any embarrassment ? T will give you a Very good illustra- 
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tion. Take the Eindu of Madras. Now, it always enjoys the blessings 
ot* IMahatiua GaiKliii, who has said that the Hindu Is doing a great naiional 
service. I1 is a Congress organ. {V oieea . No, \^es. Sir, for 

all practical purposes, though it has not the Congress label. Well, at the 
Jast elections, what did it do f My flonourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti, 
depends upon the Hindu of Madras to publish all his speeches 

Mr S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
No, Sir, I depend on the justice of my cause — I depend on the Indian 
National Congress and on nobody else. 

Mr. E. S. Sarma : Why, as to publicity and propaganda, I my 
Mr. Satyamurti preaches through these newspapers, through the Hindu. 
Therefore that paper is for all practical purposes a Congress paper. Now, 
has it suffered in any way 1 It wrote openly saying that Sir Shanmiikham 
Chetty should be defeated, that Diwan Bahadur Bamaswamy Mudaliar 
should be defeated, that Mr Sami Venca.tachelam Chetty and Mr. Satya- 
murti should be returned with large majorities Has it suffered in any 
way for its expression of views ? On the other hand the Hindu is favour- 
ed with all Government advertisements. The paper is in the good books 
of the Governmeni Aii illustrious Member of the Government of India, 
Sir Frank Noyce, went last year to Calcutta and performed the opening 
ceremony of the Calcutta office of that paper. Noiv, the editor of that 
paper is supposed to be the editor of an extremist paper. Has he suf- 
fered in any way ^ He even got a Silver Jubilee medal 1 I am only 
trying to sliov' that the Government do not mind, howeier, violently it 
WTites so long a« it does not support terrorism, so long as, by seeming 
to condemn acts of violence, it is not glorifying such acts as being inspired 
by patriotism and noble ideas .... 

An Honourable Member - Does the Ilnidu support this measure ’ 

Mr. R. S Sarma : It does not. That is my argument. Even when 
Government does not get the support of that paper in the matter, I say. 
look at the consideration that tlie Government is giving to that paper. 
Only the iothei* day, Honourable Members might remember, that the 
Honourable the Home Member on the floor of the House, raised the Hindu 
to the dignity of a friendly ])ress My point is while papers can write as 
violently as they do such as the Hindu of Madras or the Amriia Bazar 
Pairika of Calcutta, so long as they do not overstep the limits of decency, 
so long as they do not secretly sympathize with the terrorist movement, 
so long as they do not supply inspiration and encouragement to terroiists 
and breakers cf law — I say no man need fear this legislation. T admit, 
Sir, that the tone of the pre^s has lately improved. And why ? Because 
of the existence of these provisions — not because of any change of heart. 
T know sometimes even some of these extremist papers privately like such 
Acts like ibis. of : Oh, oh ’0 

An Honourable Member : Where did you get that from ? 

Mr. E. S. Sarma : Now, suppose the Press officer instead of exercis- 
ing his powers goes in a friendly manner to some of these papers and 
gently says • Wliy don’t you please co-operate with me ! Don’t 
publish this kind of inciting stuff ’’ How often the editor of such a 
paper will not actually .say, as so many have done, I agree, but you see 
if r do not publish this, my rival newspaper will, and, therefore, it is 
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better that you issue some sort of communique that nothing should be 
published.” (Laughter.) That is the attitude of many of the papers. 

Sir, there is one important point which my Ilonourable friend, Dr. 
Deshniukh, numtioned and which, other speakers on tlie Opposition side 
have mentioned, namely, that the most essential thing to do in order to 
combat terrorism is to find avenues of employment for our educated 
youth. That is a veiy important subject no doubt ; but I want to make 
one observation. This terrorism is confined to India or rather to Bengal ; 
but unemployment is all the world over. Wliy should this terrorism be 
here alone i Of course that does not prevent my agreeing fully with 
what my Honourable friend. Dr. Deshmukh, said on this point, namely, 
that the one thing yon should do is to find avenues of employment and 
occupation for our educated young men. Now, coming from Bengal as 
I do, I am proud to make the statement, on the floor of this House, that 
no one in India has a clearer and fuller realization of the need of efforts 
in this direction than my Governor, His Excellency iSir .lohn Anderson. 
(Loud and Prolonged (’beers.) Only last week, t)ir. he made a mo.st not- 
able pronouncement in the Bengal Legislative Council. In words of clear 
and incisive eloquence, words all the more weighty because of tlieir 
I'estraint and reticence and careful avoidance of over-ernphasis, 
His Excellency examined the present position of the terrorist movement in 
Bengal and made a notable announcement which I shall read in his own 
words : 

“ Goverament have decided upon giving to selected detenus at the expense of the 
State a training which would enable them to assist in. developing the natural resources 
of the country, both to their own profit and to the profit and advantage of the eountrv 
at large.” ^ 

The details of the scheme which has been propounded by His Excel- 
lency are now public property and have been published in the papers 

An Honourable Member : After how many years ? 

Another Honourable Member ; Under what conditions ? 

Mr. E. S. Sarma : Under conditions necessary for this exjieriment 
to succeed. Honourable Members will find that in this great and statesman- 
like announcement there lie the beginnings of a still greater and more 
far-reaching campaign of solving the unemployment problem and 1 think 
it is my duty, on the floor of this House, on behalf of Bengal, to pav mv 
unstinted meed of tribute and admiration to His Exicelleney Sir John 
Anderson. (Loud and Prolonged Cheers.) Sir, one Hono.ivable friend 
asks me— why then the need for this Act and what is the particular need 
for this legislation ? I say it is to prepare the field for the successful 
working of the new experiment, so that these unfortunate young men will 
not ho induced again to fall into the trap of pursuing these violent and 
destructive methods. That is the reason. (Hear, hear.) I say nobody 
need he in fear except those people who lurking in the background exploit 
eager and tiionghtless youth in the interests of universal disorder (Hear 
heal.! ’ 

Sir, one word more and I have done. The Sindustan Tines charac- 
terised raither sarcastically this Bill day before yesterday as Lord 
vvxllingdon s parting gift. 

Some Honourable Members ; Parting kick. 
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Mr. R. S. Sarma : In my opinion, it is a real ^ft, and my country"- 
men may not realise tlie value and significance of this measure today. 
They may think that it is a reactionary piece of legislation ; but let me 
assure this House and my friends, that long after the present political 
iurmoil is over and long after the dust of the present political controversy 
has subsided, when my Honourable friends, Mr. Bhulabhai Desai, 
Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant and Mr. Satyamurti, become Ministers in 
their own provinces and sit in their official chairs, engaged in useful con- 
structive national work, free from the fear of the bomb and the revolver, 
when they will find that the youngmen who are now an embarrassment 
to the State become useful members of society, when the future Indian 
Prime Minister of this country, who may be a Congress dictator, finds that 
he can carry on his work of national reconstruction without the necessity 
of a Hitler purge of the 30th June of last year, when this consummation, 
God willing, materialises, not only will the name of Lord 'Willingdon be 
cherished with affection by my grateful countrymen and remembered with 
gratitude but his whole policy will stand out as a shining testimony of 
what he and his Colleagues had been able to do to make India not only 
fit for self-government but safe for the enjoyment of those precious 
privileges. (Applause. ) 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I wish to speak on a point of personal 
explanation. I did not want to interruiit the Honourable Mr. Sarma when 
he was in the midst of Ins speech. I am afraid he would have charged me 
with discourtesy" as he has charged me with other things His charge is 
entirely baseless and I treat his insinuations with the contempt which they 
deserve . ... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That is not a 
point of personal explanation. The Honourable Member must confine 
himself to his point of personal explanation. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : I am coming to that. He said 
that I was glorifying murders. That was the charge that he laid at my 
door. I do not object to my Honourable friend for he is speaking on 
behalf of the constituency which he so ably represents 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : If the Honour- 
able Member is making a speech, the Chair cannot allow that. He can 
only say something by way of personal explanation 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : What I want to say is this. I come 
as a representative of the people of this country and as their representative 
I have to speak 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Order, order. 
If the Honourable Member has no personal explanation to offer, the Chair 
would ask him to sit down. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : What I wanted to say was this 
that I was speaking for men who could not speak for themselves here. 
The Honourable Member has entirely misunderstood me. I did not de- 
fend murders 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
would ask the Honourable Member to resume Ms seat. Apparently, he has 
no personal explanation to make. 
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Sir Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Knmaoji Divisions : Mniiain- 
madaii Rural) : Mr. President, the T3iii before the House is not a new 
measure It has passed through the searching scrutiny of a strong 
Select Committee and was also hammered on the floor of this House, in 
a full-dress debate, m 1932, when it was placed on the Statute-book of the 
country, for a period of three years. That period is now going to expire, 
and the present Bill is intended to remove some ot* the provisions of that 
Act and to continue others for an indefinite period. It is, therefore, our 
duty to examine under what conditions the Criminal Law Amendment Act 
of 1932 was passed and whether the time has come and the conditions in 
the country are siicii that the whole of this Act should be repealed. 

Sir, we all know it very well that when the (criminal Law Amendment 
Act of 1932 was passed, the country was passing through a state of chaos 
and anarchy Civil Disijbedienee and boycott %vere rampant, the , peace of 
the country was tliroalcned everyday and pensislent boycotts and hartals 
made the peaceful avocations of the day impossible. It w^as under thehe 
circumstances that the Government of India were forced to eiiacd a measure 
which wms no doubt of a repressive nature but which wuis justified to meet 
the conditions prevailing in tlie countiy When this Bill was passed, 
what was the effect The effect of it vvas that all those pernicious move- 
ments and all those nefarious activities were stoiiped and the peaceful pro- 
gress of the country continued unmolested. The Government have, there- 
fore, decided that the provisions of the Act which are no longer required 
should now be repealed It shows that the Government of India do not want 
to keep harsh measures on the Statute-book a minute longer after the 
necessity for their enactment becomes non-existent. During the time when 
this Act 'was in force, no difficulty was experienced in lawful activities and 
peaceful political movements of the country. The Indian National Congress 
was able to hold a full-fledged Session in 1933, at Bombay, without in any 
way experiencing any difficulty on account of this Act. Similarly, many 
other Provincial Conferences were held unmolested. This shows that the 
power which was vested, by this Act, upon the local authorities and the 
Provincial Governments was not misused or abused. 

Now, Sir, of the sections of the Act of 1932 wliicli will be retained 
under the new Bill, the most important ones to which objection lias been 
taken are sections 5, 7, 11 and 13. Section 5 relates to the dissemination 
of the contents of proscribed documents and it is considered as an aitack 
on the liberty of the press and the liberty of the speech. 1 C(iiite agree 
with my Honourable friend. Dr Deshmukh, wiien he says that the press 
is a very pow^erful machine for moulding the public opinion and, there- 
fore, it becomes extremely necessary for us to see whether the great power 
which the prevss exercises in the country is being exercised for the benefit 
of the young generation of India or to their detriment. Is it not a fact, 
Sir, that the mischievous speeches of some irresponsible persons are the 
root cause of many of our miseries and troubles ? Is it not a fact that 
the communal tension and communal riots in India are caused by fiery 
speeches 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Of communalists. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Yes, quite right. The present Bill is 
^ ^ intended to stop the activities of those conamunalists. What 

I was going to say is that the communal riots are caused by 
the fiery speeches of mischievous persons and by the mischievous articles 
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that appear in the eommnnaiist papers of India. (Hear, hear.) Look at 
the piail State of Loharii, which is not even equal to the four walls of our 
Legislative Assembly, and yet a lot of agitation is being carried on 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : I rise to a point of order, Sir. Is the Honourable 
Member in order m referring to an Indian State ^ Can we make any 
reference to any Indian State m this House and to the incidents going on 
there ? Some of my questions were disallowed on that very ground. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Hahimj : The Honour- 
able Member, the Chair is sure, will not refer to incidents in Indian States. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : I am not referring to the incidents that 
take place in Loharu. What I am going to say is that the mischievous 
speakers in British India go from Simla and Delhi and publish their 
poisonous statements in communal papers in Delhi and Lahore and 1, 
therefore, say, that these mischievous persons are responsible for the com- 
munal tension from Rajputana to Lahore. If there is a small spark of 
communal tension in one part of the country, the communal papers fan 
it into a huge blaze which wnuld set fire to the whole country from one 
end to the other. This is what we have experienced for a very long time 
and which wm are seeing here every day. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Yes, the communalists sit in con- 
ference in the cool heights of Simla. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Of course they do meet and at the expense 
of the Government of India, because they also draw their daily allowance 
of Es. 20 a day ! 

Now, Sir, is it not the duty of the Government to impose restrictions 
and curtail the liberty of such mischief-making press ? Of course all 
honour is due to the nation-building section of the Indian Press They 
have done their work nobly in a way which commands our respect, and 
they have nothing to fear from any measure which may he placed on the 
Statute-book. (Hear, hear.) Sir, probably there is no other country 
in the world, except Prance and England, where the Press and the platform 
enjoys more liberty than is enjoyed by the Press and the platform in India 
even in the face of the present laws on the Statute-book. Liberty un- 
restricted is a very luring term to pronounce, but does it — ^nay, can it 
exist in any phase of our social or political life. On the contrary we find 
that those who are the loudest in their demand for unrestricted liberty are 
the greatest sinners iu curtailing the liberty of the people. (Hear, hear.) 
The case of Soviet Russia is a ease to the point. It will take our Honour- 
able friends on the Opposition Benches a good deal further up if they 
gather courage to go to Russia and make a speech criticising the adminis- 
tration of that country. The Press and the platform in Russia are being 
used there only as the moutlipiece of the Government and the mouthpiece 
of the administration and it "would be too bold indeed to associate the 
liberty of the Press and the platform with the present state of conditions 
prevailing In Soviet Russia. Mr. President, two years ago when I was in 
Constantinople, a number of the representatives of newspapers of that 
historic city called on me and approached me with the request that I 
should give them a statement about my impression of the tour. Being an 
Indian Mussalman, I started by saying that for a long time I cherished 
a great desire to pay a visit to the capital of the old Islamic Khilafat and 
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tbat I was glad that that desire was fulfilled then At this the poor 
representatives trembled in their shoes and said that it was impossible for 
them to publish anything containing the word Khilafat ’’ or Khalifa ” 
or things like that (Hear, hear.) These are the conditions prevailing in 
countries where monarchs were butchered and thrones were over-turned 
in the name of liberty and freedom. Coming nearer home, may I be 
excused if I say that even the Congress movement in India cannot subsist 
without putting drastic restrictions in their own field. (Hear, hear.) 
The Khaddar franchise, the taking of pledges from members or ban 
against attending social functions given in honour of Government ser- 
vants are some of the examples of this curtailment of the liberty on the 
part of the Congress movement. (Applause.) We are not ignorant of the 
feeling which is in the minds of certain Congress members in opposition 
to these restrictions. 

Some Honourable Members : No, no. There is none. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : There it is all the same, and I leave it at 
that. For a Government the imposition of restrictions becomes more a 
duty than a mere convention and a Government would not he worth the 
name if it does not restrict the liberties of some m the interests of all. 
The unfinished speech of the Honourable the Law Member on the Bill 
which was sponsored by my Honourable friend, Mr. B. Das, has clearly 
proved that Communism and terrorism not only do exist but they are still 
germinating in this country and he has also proved beyond doubt how the 
Congress movement is linked with that, a fact which was proved by the 
speech delivered b^^' my Honourable friend, Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya, 
the other day. Is it, therefore, wise on our part to refuse to arm the 
Government with the necessary powers to deal with a situation arising out 
of the circumstances f Now, Sir, the question is, whether we only want 
applause from the Press. 

An Honourable Member : And also from Government. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : And the public and from the Government 
as well. I am quite sure that Congress will receive applause from the 
Government because I imagine that there has been for a long time some 
subterranean connection between the Government and the Congress. 
(Laughter.) Whenever Government want to give some liberty to the 
country, some more reforms to the country, the Congress comes in 
between and puts some spoke in the wheel of the advancement of the 
country ; and that shows that there is some subterranean connection 
between the Congress and Government. (Laughter ) Therefore, my 
friend is right when he says that they would also expect an applause from 
Government. If this Bill is thrown out at this stage, the Opposition no 
doubt will have the satisfaction, the empty satisfaction, of 
inflicting another defeat upon Government, which they can- 
not remove by their vote. But what would be the result ! 
Win they be able, by doing so, to stop the placing of this Bill on 
the Statute-book ? On the other hand, if we allow the consideration 
motion, we will be able to improve the provisions of some of the clauses, 
when the Bill is discussed, clause by clause, we can move amendments and 
the united House can pass amendments. I am not in a position to advise 
the Honourable Members on the Opposition Benches, but I am more con- 
cerned with my friends on the Opposition Benches because they are our 
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countrymeiL and tlieir goal and our goal is tke same, while the goal of 
Government is not the same ; and I w'ant you to join hands with me and 
take the ball to the common goal. Nor do I pose to play the part of a 
peaceniakerj but as an humble worker and as a sincere friend of my 
country, I appeal to the Honourable Members on the Opposition Benches 
that they should allow the clauses of this Bill to be discussed on the floor 
of the House so that we may be able to modify some of its provisions and 
we may also be able to fix a time limit on its life as we did on the previous 
occasion. Here are two alternatives : either you have the Bill on the 
Statute-book, in the form in which it is presented before the House, or you 
have a modified, polished and a more improved Bill if you vote for the 
motion before the House. From this point of view I feel myself con- 
strained to vote for the motion before the House. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of tiie 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Plalf Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akliil Chandra Datta) in the 
Chair. 


MBMBEP SWORh^. 

Mr John Desmond Boyle, M.L A. (Bombay : European) 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT Blhh—conid. 

Sardar Sant Singh pVest Punjab : Sikh) : Sir, after the surgical 
operations of the Bill performed by the distinguished surgeon of Bombav — 
I refer to the Honourable Dr. Deshmukh— I thought that the local sore 
would show some signs of cure ; but from the speech of my Honourable 
friend, Sir Muhammad Yakub, who is not now in his seat, and my 
Honourable friend, Mr Sarma, who too does not seem to have come bade, 
it seems that^ the other distinguished surgeon from Southern India, 
Dr. Radian, will have to repeat the operation in order to bring about a 
recovery. 

The history of the various nations has left certain lessons for the 
administrators of states, but I find that in this land the lessons of history 
are ignored. Plistory tells us that the multiplication of grievances of the 
subject races leads to discontent, which in its turn leads to resentment^ 
which in its turn leads to open armed rebellion The lessons of history 
are very clear on the point, and, if Ignored, they extract the full price 
from those who happen to be in power for the time being. That this 
lesson is known to the Honourable the Home Member is clear from the 
very fact that in his speech he said that this legislation is directed for the 
benefit of the dumb millions, the masses of this country. Whether it is 
for the benefit of the millions or not is to he judged from the actual facts 
that cJie taking place in the country and not from the idle professions 
which can be made on the basis of certain police information vsupplied 
to the Honourable the Home Member. May I ask hjTn one simple qiies- 
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tion in this connection ? What is the principle underlying this Bill f 
As a lawyer and as a Member of this august House, I am entitled to a reply. 
The Honourable the Home Member, like his predecessor when this Act 
was before the last House, has tried to evade a reply to this question. 
The question is not only an important one, but a vital one for the country 
as a whole. If we have a reply to this simple question as candidly as Cve 
got once when a similar measure w^as being <liscussed in the House, then 
the reply wmuld be : The Bill seeks to invest the executive wuth pow’ers 
to decide certain judicial issues That is to say, the executive judgment 
is to be substituted for the judicial judgment It w’^as a candid reply made 
by an Honourable Law Member, who discussed a ^ siiniiar measure 
before, in this House. If that is so, and if this is the principle underlying 
this Bill, there should be no doubt as to the attitude of ail lovers of liberty 
tow’ards this legislation and that attitude is summary rejection of the 
Bill My reasons for this are not very difficult to fathom ; but I am 
doubtful whether my views, even if strengthened by the liighest authority 
from the land wherefrom the Honourable the Home Member comes, will 
find some response in that quarter, if response is possible. 

Lord Sankey, when Lord Chancellor of England, made a speecli in 
1929 'where he said that mile of la'w was a condition precedent to liberty. 
The Government of India Act was passed in the teeth of opposition of 
the people of India, and we know that the Government of India Act 
received a cold reception from the people of this country who are to be 
vitally affected by that legislation. If we were to ignore the opinion of 
nationalist India, if we were to call those who have declined support to 
the Government of India Act as irreconcilable agitators and, if we only 
consider and take into account that school of thought which says that -we 
should give a trial to this legislation in India, then this would be a perti- 
nent question to ask, is this legislation to be a precursor of that Gov- 
ernment of India Act which pretends to confer liberty or responsibility 
upon those who would like to work it later on ? Is it that every picMie of 
reform given to India should he preceded by a storm f ’I You remember 
the consequences of the passing of the Rowlatt Act in the old Imperial 
Council when the reforms of 1919 were introduced. Have yon forgotten 
the histoiy of those times when the passing of the Rowlatt Act against 
the will of the people was followed by a huge rising and riots in the 
Punjab, I myself being one of the victims ? Even in those days i1 was 
claimed that this Rowlatt Act was passed in order to make the exercise 
of responsibility conferred by those reforms easy for those who vere to 
exercise it But what was the length of the existence of that Rowlatt 
Act f Did it not remain a dead letter on the Statute-book without finding 
a single mourner on its death ? Why then repeat the same blunder, I 
ask f I will reserve this point for the moment to be dealt with when I 
come to discuss the effect of such legislations on the country. If this 
legislation is allowed to be passed by this House, it will mean the negation 
of all liberty. This mentality of the bureaucracy is manifested by a 
certain remark which a retired Anglo-Indian once made. When passing 
by the House of Commons, he asked, '' what are these buildings ^ ’’ And 
being told that they were Parliamentary Houses, he said, really is the 
rubbish still going on 9 ’’ That is the mentality, Sir, which a bureaucrat 
brings to bear upon the conditions of this country and then carries the 
«amc impressions to his Home after retirement Such mentality has been 
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described in some pithy formui^ by no less a person than the Chief 
Justice of England. He says : 

“ If a similar method weie applied to the ardent bureaucrat, the amateur of the 
new despotism, his reflections might perhaps be indicated in some creed as this . 

(1) The business of the Executive is to govern. 

(2) The only persons fit to govern are experts. 

(3) The experts m the art of Government are the permanent officials, who, 

exhibiting an ancient and too much neglected virtue, ^ think themselves 
worthy of great things, being worthy \ 

(4) But the expert must deal with things as they are. The ^ four-square ’ man 

makes the best of the circumstances in wffiieh he finds himself, 

(5) Two main obstacles hamper the beneficent woik of the expert. One is the 

sovereignty of Parliament, and the other is the Buie of Daw. 

(6) A kind of fetish worship prevalent among an ignorant public, prevents the 

destruction of these obstacles. The experts, therefore, must make use of 
the fiist in order to frustrate the second 

(7) To this end let him, under Parliamentary forms, clothe himself witli 

despotic power, and then, because the forms are Parliamentary, defy the 
Law Courts. 

(8) This course will prove tolerably simple if he can (a) get legislation passed 

in skeleton form ; (b) fill up the gaps with his own rules, orders and 
regulations ; (<?) make it difficult or impossible for Parliament to check 
the said rules, orders and legulations ; (d) secure for them the force 
of statute ; (e) make his own decision final ; (/) arrange that the fact 
of his decision shall be conclusive proof of its legality ; (^) take power 
to modify the provisions of statutes ,* and (h) prevent and avoid any sort 
of appeal to a Court of Law. 

(9) If the expert can get rid of the Lord Chancellor, reduce the Judges to a 

branch of tho Civil Service, compel them to give opinions beforehand on 
hypothetical cases, and appoint them himself through a businessman to 
be called ‘ Minister of Justice \ the coping stone will bo laid and the 
music will be the fuller.” 

For, lliese are tlie underlying ideas with which the present Bill has 
been framed by the Bureaucracy The real issue between those wlio 
adorn liie Treasury Benches and those who occupy the Opposition is 
whether India shall be allowed to be governed by the executive or by the 
trained judges ; whether the rule of law shall prevail or the executive 
will shall prevail, whether the Courts of law shall be supreme m land or 
the executive wull of a despot sitting in his office will govern. That is the 
issue. I do not think that even the Honourable Members of the Treasury 
BencLes can accuse those who are op)posed to them of any personal ill-wdll 
towards them, but the real struggle is between the two principles. We, 
on this Side, can never allow to be governed by executive authority alone 
without giving us an opportunity to defend ourselves. What we^ want 
is that the progress of the country should only lie on the institution of 
liberty, equality, security of person and property. Here is a contention, 
Sir, and I want the Honourable the Law Member to take note of it. —why 
should he yield place to his brother sitting by his side, the Honourable the 
Home Member ? Supremacy of law has been regarded as a great asset for 
the liberties of the people. Why should he not put up a strong fight when 
the Honourable the Home Member comes to him and asks him to abdicate 
his place and to give him the right to rule the country by executive 
decrees T really don’t see whether such a thing is possible in the Gov- 
ernment of India as it is constituted today, and I do not pretend to know 
v/ffiether such a struggle did really take place in the Cabinet of the country 
or not. But if I were an advocate of the rule of law, I would certainly 
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put up a stiff fight before 1 permitted any (ioveriinient of India to iiilru- 
dueo such a piece of legislation tiial wuiits to substitute executive judgment 
for judicial judgment. Sir, even taking into consideration the fa?d that 
whoever becomes the Member of the ixovernment of India is insi)ired by 
cerlajii considerations which make him infaiiible or unerrabie to which 
weakness every human being is liable, even then such a benevoient al!.- 
knowing despot would not be a good substitute for the judgment of a 
Court. In this connection I will again with your permission quote from 
the Chief Justice of England. This is what he says : 

“ All that IS involved and implied in the term ‘ Court ' is essential. It niaj 
well be that, in a partieulai ease, a perteetly coirect opinion might be obtained froib 
some anonymous person, incapable of identification, who heard none of the parties 
to the controversy, but brought his individual reason to bear in private upon a mis- 
cellaneous bundle of correspondence. It is even possible that, in a particular case, a 
mysterious individual of that kind might not be in the smallest degree tempted or 
diverted from a sound opinion by the fact, if it happened to be the fact, that he was 
closely associated with one of the parties to the contioversy. BlxI it is manifest that 
an opinion is arrived at diffeis by the whole width of the heavens from the decision 
of a Court. The work of a Couit involves many important ingredients, as foi 
example, (1) that the judge is identified and is personally responsible for Ms deci- 
sions ; (2) that the case, subject to rare exceptions, is conducted in public ; (3) that 
the result is governed by the impartial application of principles w''hich are known 
and established j and (4) that all parties to the controversy are fully and fairlr 
heard. In other words, the decision of a Court is in every important respect sharply 
contrasted with the edict, however benevoient, of some hidden authority, however 
capable, depending upon a process of leasonmg which is not stated and the enforce- 
ment of a scheme which is not explained. The administration of the law of the land 
in the ordinary Courts presupposes, at least, personal responsibility, publicitTi 
uniformity, and the hearing of the parties.’' 

Now, Sir, with such an authority at my back, may I ask the Honour- 
able Member with what show of iilausibility he can come to this House 
and ask us to substitute executive decree for the rule of law ^ The plain 
duty of Honourable Members who have any respect for the liberties of 
their fellow-beings, in this land, is to throw out such a legislation, whetJier 
it be tlie Criminal Law Amendment Act or any other Act which snhs+i- 
tutes executive judgment for judicial judgment. 

T will now come to the next point. What is the justification for such 
a law ? Before I deal with the justification given by those who are 
advocates of this piece of legislation, I should like to refresh the memories 
of Hononrahle Members with the history of this legislation. After the 
Gaiidhi-Trwin Pact had been arrived at and after Mahatma Gandhi had 
left for England to join in the deliberations of the Second Round Table 
Conference, and when Mahatma Gandhi was still there in England, a 
conspiracy^ was hatched in India by, I regret to say, the Enro])ean resi- 
dents of tnis country to thwart the political activities of one impoi'tant 
political body, namely, the Congress. _My Honourable friend, Mr. James, 
that it is not true, hut I am going to adduce evidence which is 
very conclusive, which is incontrovertible and which even he would not 
be able to deny. In this connection I would refer you to the speech of no 
less a person than Mr Winston Churchil] made in the House of Commons 
on the 3rd December when Mahatma Gandhi was still in London. In 
Ills spe6cb lie said. The question was in relation to the Committees which 
trere to tour India to enquire into what changes should he made in the 
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coLstitiitioii of India. He said, speaking on this motion in the House 
of (Joniinons : 

Wliat are we to do ! We are to send out committees to India ; thoj are to 
roam around India, large parts of which may be under something like martial law 
They will roam around India in places where ordinary constitutional rights aie 
superseded by measures of enforced protection. They are to be subjected to the 
same sort of ill-usage as that to which the Simon Commission were subjected by the 
adherents of the Congress party. India has to be kept in this state of unsettlemeiit 
perhaps tor two or three years. 

At that time the Government had not promulgated the Ordinaiic'^:?, 
there was, at any rate, no knowledge on the part of the public that such 
Ordinances were to be promulgated. How could Mr Winston Churchill 
know on the 3rd December, 1931, that such would be the condition, tliat 
such would be the treatment meted out to the Committees that would come 
to India, and that there would be a sort of ig^6C&5^‘-martiai law in this 
counry '? i hope this one quotation wull be sufficient to satisfy my 
Honourable friend, Mr James, about what I said, that there was a 
conspiracy hatched by the European residents here to suppress all legi- 
timate pvolitical activities before Mahatma Gandhi returned to India. 
(InterrnpLiOn by Mr. F. E. James.) I expect you to quote some opinion 
in your favour. 

i am sorry I have not got at this time the circular issued by the 
European Association which is known as something — I do not remember 
the exact name. There was a circular which I quoted last time in tliis 
House, buc I will give another piece of evidence from a highly respectable 
Indian, I mean Dr Ansari’s statement before he sailed for Europe in 
those days He made an open statement in the Press that he had actually 
seen the draft of the Ordinances before Mahatma Gandhi has come bael:. 
The history is very simple. The Conservative Government had replaced 
the Ijabour Government in England, Lord Irwin had left the shores of 
India aiid new angels had come to take charge of Indian Government. Is 
it not a fact that 4Hring the five years of Lord Willingdon’s Government 
we are being treated to suppressive and repressive laws f And yet the 
European community in India will deny that they are no party to this 
conspiracy 1 

Now, coming to the justification given for the introduction of such 
a piece of legislation. We are told that there are three very active move- 
ments in India, the first is terrorism, the second is Communism, and the 
third is communalism. The advocates of the Government Benches have 
added a fourth, and that is Civil Disobedience Movement. The first ques- 
tion that naturally arises is, were not terrorism and Communism rampant 
in the land before the introduction the Ordinances ? Why were 
not Ordinances promulgated then f Why should it be left till after the 
conclusion of the Second Round Table Conference, the return of Mahatma 
Gandhi and the well-known refusal of Lord Willingdon to see Mahatma ji 
after his arrival f If they were really intended to strike at the terrorist 
and the Communist, they should have been promulgated when the Civil 
Disobedience was in abeyance. But no such thing was done. There can 
be no concealing the fact that these Ordinances were aimed at putting 
down and crushing any reviving spirit of Civil Disobedience. When the 
Civil Disobedience Movement is in suspense and when the advocates of 
Civil Disobedience are now adorning the Opposition Benches in this House, 
the pretence of the Government cannot hold good. They say that the Bill 
is necessary and like benevolent despots charitably inclined they say these 
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powers are necessary, not for themselves, — no, they are quite safe from 
the hands of any of these three issues, — but for the commg G-overnment ! 
And the coming Government, according to their own statement, is to con- 
sist of grown up children who would have no knowledge of how to defend 
themselves ! Why, the same argument was used by the predecessor of 
the present Home Member in thm House ? But that new Government un- 
fortunately never came into being during the three years that the Bill 
has been in operation. The question that naturally conies before us is — 
is this a pretence or a real fact or it is only to placate those who may be 
wavering on which side to vote ? Sir, let me deal with these movements 
one by one. I will take up communalism first. 

Nobody will deny the fact that communalism took its birth on the 
3 PM when an engineered deputation waited upon 

Lord Minto and demanded separate electorates for 
the mu slim community. The birth of communalism dates from the birth 
of separate electorate>s. Well, who gave the separate electorates ? The 
Government. Well, the Government is responsible for communalism. The 
concession of separate electorates was followed by similar other concessions 
and the policy of divide and rule was taken to such an extent that now 
Government finds itself the victim of the reaction that is bound to come. 
The separate electorates were followed b}^ the Communal Award and the 
Communal Award was followed by the communal service award and the 
communal service award is followed by the various acts of favouritism 
are daily to be seen in the advertisement in the public press issued 
by the various Government departments. What has been the principle 
underlying all this policy ? Is it justice or political expediency ? I 
will, with yonr permission, address my Muslim brothers on this point and 
tell them that they should take a lesson from the history of the Sikhs. 1 
remember the days of 1857 when there was a rising of the army anct Delhi 
was the scene of bloodshed. The Sikhs had then lost their empire only 
nine years before that outbreak. Lord Lawrence and other memljers of 
the English Government sent for the Sikh Chiefs and asked them to give 
them a passport up to Bombay and get back their empire. The Sikhs 
reiosed. They said : No, we will protect you ’’ and we successfully 
defended them with the result that now the Sikhs have been thrown out, 
because political expediency does not require them. Political expediency 
does not listen to reason, to honesty, sincerity or anything. Muslims are 
very glad. They are dancing over the little favours that they have got. 
T tell them that the length of the period of this favourtism is measured 
by the law of political expediency which gave birth to it and political 
expediency will end it. There is no love of any religion in the Executive 
Government of this country. I am very very glad to hear from no less a 
person than Sir Muhammad Yakub that communalism is an evil. I wisli 
he had made a further declaration on the fl.oor of this House that tlie 
Muslims henceforth would have nothing tO' do with communalism and I 
would certainly have followed him by a similar declaration that the Sikhs 
no. longer stand for communalism. Let the Mussalmans come forth even 
now, with a declaration that henceforth they will stand on their own legs 
and will stand for merit alone. I have the honour lo belong to a very small 
minority in India, I would not, on behalf of my community, hesitate 
to,annoxinee that the, Sikhs regard communalism as unsuperable obstacle 
to the progress of, India. It has been said that communalism is raising 
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its head in the Punjab Unfortunately it is true to some extent hut, if 
I were free to disclose the facts that fanned the situation in the Punjab, 
if I were free to tell this House how this communalisin has been used as a 
weapon to engineer this false agitation over the Shahidganj Gurdwara, 
I think I 'would be able to convince Honourable Members of this ^House 
that it IS not an agitation which anybody should be afraid of. But ^Ylth- 
out going into that question I may mention one fact that is very axiparent 
and obvious and that is the coming elections to the Provincial Assembly 
based upon separate electorate is responsible for all this trouble. Thei^e 
is no genuine feeling behind it. It is only a race for votes. 

Mr. M Grhiasuddin (Punjab * Landholders) : May I ask, Sir, how 
all this is relevant under this Bill ^ 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : In the opinion 
of tlie Chair, it is in order, because the Honourable Member is referiung 
to eoiinnunalism and how it arose 

Sai*dar Sant Singh : My Honourable friend should not have taken 
offence on this question. I do not want to injure the feelings of my 
Muslim brothers in the Punjab, I only referred to it in passing to show 
that such demonstrations and agitation are bound lo lake place and 
will continue to take place whenever there is a raeo for catching the 
\otes ot the illiterate masses. My remarks are intended more for I he 
Treasury Benches than for my countrymen on this side of the House. 
This comuiiinalisni is prevalent only because of the coming elections 
and to say that such a piece of legislation as this is necessary to put 
down communalisin is not true. I will come now’ to another point. 
Soon after the Sliahidgnnj agitation, prosecutions for possessing more 
than one kirpan by the Sikhs were started. The case was taken to a 
magistrate. The magistrate gave the judgment and discharged the 
accused, holding that, according to the law’ Sikhs could carry any 
number of kii'pans. May I ask the Honourable the Home Member and 
the Law Member what was the duty of the Executive authorities under 
such circumstances ? When the judgment was given, was it not the 
plain duty of the authorities to respect the law and to respect the 
judgment of their ow’ii Courts ^ But the Punjab Executive authorities 
did not do any such thing What did they do f Tlicy started more 
arrests and placed the case before another magistrate. According to 
iny understanding of the functions of the administration, F think the 
best example the Executive GoA^ernmeiit could set wms to show respect 
for the law which they themselves had made. The Sikhs have been 
carrying these kirpans for the last ten years without being molested 
anywhere by Ihe police. All of a sudden, without any notice, the Sikhs 
were arrested for possessing more than one kirpan. What did it show f 
Well, it only shows that the executive tries to interpret the law as it 
suits them. The decision of a Court was given, but they treated that 
decision with contempt which no civilised administration can afford to 
do. Sir. it is their business to set an example to the public that the 
law must be respected. But when the executive do not lespeet the 
law there can be only one result and that is that the public begins to lose 
respect for the law. In this particular case, the Punjab Government, 
after the judgment of one Court, started further prosecutions and 
succeeded"— obtaining a different finding. Now, there were two judg- 
ments in conflict with each other. May I ask a simple question again-— 
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what is the duty of the Executive Government m any country I is it 
not their duty to make the rule of conduct for the people clear and 
unam])ignous ? It was their duty to tell the people what tiie law is^ 
but instead wc find this Government giving us conflicting decisions. 
We are left to follow the judgment of one magistrate or another 
magistrate without any guidance. When the agitation started and 
the Sikhs came out in procession with two kirpans with each man 
and defied the Government, then the Government realised the foiiy of 
their action of securing conflicting judgments. My point is that the 
Government at first creates a situation, and when the Government finds 
itself in a tight corner, it comes forward to ask the Legislatures for 
more powei for the executive. Who is going to give them such powers 
under such circumstances ^ Have you ever seen any executive in the 
world not respecting the judgment of their own Courts ? But here m 
India tlu^y do it : and when they find that the same amount of response 
IS not forthcoming as in other countries and the people begin to defy 
the authority of the law, then that defiance of law becomes a ground 
for asking for more powers. 

Governiiient complains of picketing, complains of the Press activities ; 
why should there be complaint when the people have only taken 
measures in self-defence against the aggressive measures of the Govern- 
ment ? Why did the Civil Disobedience Campaign come into existence ? 
Because the Government did not listen to the public opinion. Now, 
there is a story in the Eamayan that one of the members of the family 
of llavan used to sleep on for months together, and when tlie need came 
for him to be awakened, drums were beaten, elephants were brought 
to trample him down. It was only then that he could be awakened. 
Is this the sort of sleep in which the Government of India are going 
to indulge ? Why are they not listening to the intelligent public 
opinion ? Why are they turning a deaf ear to public opinion ^ If 
they had but listened to the public opinion they would not have needed 
such legislation. Sir, their duty is to be responsive to imblic opinion. 
Why do they not do so ? Is it not then our plain duty as aonest men 
and is it not the duty of all lovers of liberty to tell them that, unless 
you respond to us, we will never respond to you ? You CAmpiain of 
non-co-operation — ^with what face ? Have you co-operated with us t 
Was not the last Assembly a co-operators’ Assembly ? Did you not 
get all you wanted from that Assembly f Can you then show a single 
instance in which you responded to the criticisms from those who were 
on this side of the House. 

An Honourable Member : There was the three years’ duration of 
the Bill. 

Sardar Sant Singh. : But what about the substitution of executive 
for judicial judgment f Did we not claim that the executive should 
not have such vast powers over the lives and liberties of the pe(^p]e ? 
Sir, the Government did not show ns the least regard then. My Honour- 
able friend refers to the three years’ duration of the Bill Let me tell 
him one fact which happened in the Select Committee on this Bill, 
namely, that several nationalist members of the Select Committee had to 
walk out from the Select Committee declaring that thenceforth they had 
nothing to do with it. Sir, my friend, the Honourable the Home Member 
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pleads for the change of heart How can you expect us to change our 
heart and our attitude towards such legislation when you do not change 
your own heart ? Sir, I leave Conimunism and terrorism to those vvho 
know about them much more than I can pretend to do. I will now 
come to the plain duty of the Government. I think, Sir, that the present 
Government of India and its predecessors are conscious of only one 
function ; they think that their only function in India is to maintain 
law and order and that there is no other function. Their mam plea for 
bringing foiuvard such legislation is that law and order cannot otherwise 
be maintained. May I remind the Honourable the Home Member that 
this is not even the primary object of the Government, what to say of 
the main object. Sir, it is a secondary ob 3 ect ; and in this connection 
I will just read a small extract from my speech on tins Bill at the last 
time : 

“ The purpose or end of Government is the weal and welfare of the community. 
But we hnd, fcjir, if we go through the literature that has been broadcast by the 

Government Benches, that they have laid very great stress on this point that the 

maintenance of law and oider is the only function of Government. I will presently 
quote from Austin again to show that the maintenance of law and order is not the 
primary function of Government ; it is a secondary function and it is a necessity which 
enables the Government to bring about the welfare of the community over which they 
have been placed by the deity. I cannot give long quotations as the time at my 

disposal IS short, but this is what he says : 

‘ But, by most or many of the speculators on political government and society, 
one or a few of the instrumental ends through which a government must accomplish 
its propel absolute end, are mistaken for that paramount purpose. 

For example : It is said by many of the speculators on political government 
and society, that ‘ the end of every government is to institute and protect property \ 
And here I must remark, by the by, that the propoundeis of this absurdity give to 
the teim ‘ property ’ an extremely " large and not very definite signification.’ It is, 
therefore, clear, that those who want to govern must govern, not for the end of 
maintaining law and order, but for the purpose of bringing about the welfaie of the 
community of which they aie in charge for the time being ” 

Now taking this view of the fiinetions of an administrator, may i 
ask the simple question again whether the present piece of legislation 
fulfils this object ? Will it tend to the weal and %velfare of those who 
are in your charge at the present time Sir, the effect of such legislation 
will be only to kill all political activity, as it has killed it in the past 
three years. In this connection I will not be doing .lustice to the effect 
of this legislation in a better way than Mahaima Gandhi did when you 
brought up this piece of legislation in 1932. He said * 

Kepressiou appears to me to be crossing what might be called the legitimate 
limit, and governmental terrorism is spreading through the land Both English and 
Indian ofiieials are being brutalised The latter, high and low, are becoming 
demoralised by reason of the Government rewarding as meritorious disloyalty to the 
people and inhuman conduct towards their own kith and kin The latter are being 
cowed down. Free speech has been stifled. Goondaism is being practised in the 
name of law and order. Women who have come out for public service stand in fear 
of their honour being insulted, and all this, as it seems to me, is being done in order 
to crush the spirit of freedom which the Congress represents. Eepression is not con- 
fined to punishing civil breaches of the common law. It goads people to break newly- 
made orders of autocracy designed for the most part to humiliate them.” 

Sir, this was said in 1932. It is as true today as it was then. What 
do we find in the country ? We may find there is p«hace, but it is the 
peace of the grave j it is not the peace of a living, active nationhood ; 
it is the peace that you find in a house which has a perpetually mourning 
aspect about it. Do you want to perpetuate similar conditions. I will 
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certainly appeal to my Honourable friends to my immediate left to 
consider the situation in a more dispassionate inanacr You have in- 
herited the great traditions of Parliamentary Governnienl and the 
sovereignty of the rule of law has been the standing feature of the 
Parliani(‘ntar> Government Why do you want to deny us that form 
of Government I If you want to deny us that form oi Government, 
why don't joii say so openly I Do not pretend to give us democratic 
government" wlien that government is not a democratic government at 
all. Do not commit fraud upon us. Do not be a hypocrite towards 
us but be honest. If you tell us that we are being governed by sworn, 

I will be the first man to swear loyalty to your Government. But that 
loyalty, as you know, will last as long as you hold the sword in your 
hand. But my eyes shall constantly be on that hand which holds the 
sword and the first opportunity that I get to snatch that sword will be 
utilised by me. That is a sort of loyalty where honesty, sincercity 
and genuineness will prevail and not the hypocrisy and fraud. Do not 
treat us as simpletons and ignorant people who do not understand. You 
may be very strong at this time and you may be unshakable at this 
time But the empires that have preceded you have left a mark up 
on the histor37' of various people. Their history shows that they were 
as powerful in their time as you are now. Those empires were lost, not 
because they lost their administrators but because their administrators 
lost their imagination which is necessary to keep an empire. Do you 
mean to say that those Governments which prosecuted certain individuals 
were insane governments or government who had no imagination ? They 
had it, but their imagination was as limited as is yours now. If you read 
the history you will find that not a single reformer or even a prophet 
or a Guru or an Avatar was but as a rebel to the then society. ]\Iay I 
refer with due humility and respect to the life of Jesus Christ ? Why 
was he crucified ? He must have been crucified under similar laws and 
convicted by the courts then in existence. Why was the Prophet of 
the Mussalmans prosecuted and persecuted Why were the Sikh Gurus 
so cruelly martyred ? Has that martyrdom enhanced their respect or 
have the 3 ^ lost it ? They have become deities in our eyes and we 
respect them and we listen to their words. But if they are to be 
judged by the standard which is being set now by the Government of 
India, then tlicw will all be called rebels and terrorists and what not. 
I appeal to you even at this eleventh hour to beware of the coming 
danger. A time comes when people cannot be goaded to a greater 
extreme and then rebellion becomes a justifiable act and open revolt to 
the authoioty becomes legalised. This is not what I alone say but) 
this is \vbat your great jurists have said I will take the liberty of 
quoting once more from Austin’s book of Jurisprudence before I finish 

remarks. He says : 

‘‘If we take the principle of utility as our index to the Divine Commands, we 
must infer that obedience to established Government is enjoined generally by the 
Deity. For, without obedience to ‘ the powers which be there were little security 
and little enjoyment. The ground, however, of the mferenee is the utility of Govern- 
ment *. And if the protection which it yields be too costly, or if it vex us with needless 
restraints and load us with needless exactions, the principle which points at submis- 
sion as our general dnty may counsel and justify resistance. Disobedience to an 
established government, let it be- never so bad, is an evil ; For the mischiefs inflicted 
by a bad government are less than the mischiefs of anarchy. So momentons, however, 
is‘ the difference between a bad and a good government, that, if it would lead to a 
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one, resistance to a bad one would be useful. Tbe anarchy attending the tiaiisi’ 
lion was an extensive, but a passing evil : The good which would follow the tiansi* 
lion was extensive and lasting. The peculiar good would outweigh the generic evil : 
The good, wiiicdi would crown the change in the insulated and eccentric case, would 
nioie than compensate the evil which is insepaiable from rebellion.^' 

Sir, in the end, I want only to appeal to the Members on the 
Treasury Benches. You may consider yourself quite safe and you 
may think that even if this House throws down this Bill, you have a 
power to certify it You can do so, and you may do so, but do you 
know what amount of resentment you will create in the count r-y ] 
Will you take into account that amount of discontent that will follow 
m its wake and the respect for law in the country will slowly but 
steadily disappear You and I both want the maintenance of peace : 
it is our mutual interest. But if you go on taking the step that you 
are taking now without caring for the future, you will need desperate 
action But my only hope is that wiser counsels will still prevail. Sir, 
I have done. 

Sirdar Jogendra Singh (Fyzabad Division . Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Mr Deputy President, 

Bhai Parma Hand (West Punjab . Non-Muhammadan) • Sir, I 
%vant to speak on a point of jiersonal explanation 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : But the 
Honourable Member has not yet spoken. 

Bhai Parma Nand : Certain other Honourable Members have 
spoken, and I want to explain my position as I understand I will not have 
a chance to speak .... 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhii Chandra Datta) : The Honour- 
able Member will be quite at liberty to speak if he gets his chance, 
but, having not spoken at all up to now, there is nothing to explain. 

Sirdar Jogendra Singh ; Sir, the Honourable Mr. Acheson, the 
other day, referred to King Charles' head as being the favourite 
nightmare of Dick. It appears the Congress has become the King 
Charles' head of Government and a constant nightmare for the 
Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Applause.) When the Ordinances 
expired, the Government of India came to the Legislatures, then very 
conveniently constituted for them, and wanted the Ordinances to 
become an Act of tlie Legislature. We are told by the Honourable the 
Home Member that it is true. Civil Disobedience has been called off, 
but the nightmare of its being revived at a future date still haunts 
the authorities and they cannot have sound and peaceful sleep unless 
the Assembly places in their hands the '‘Big lathi of the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act which they say has helped them so well in the 
past The Honourable the Home Member has my heartfelt sympathy. 
This, Sir, reminds me of Dionysius, the ancient autocrat . of Syracuse, 
who^ felt similarly insecure. He wms, therefore, constantly building up 
fortifications against potential consiprators to come. He was so 
nervous that he used to sleep in a room which could only be approached 
by a drawbridge in a palace which was connected with the outside world 
by another drawbridge. 

Bhai Parma Nand : I did not quite follow your ruling, Sir. My 
point is that the Honourable Member 
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Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhd Chaiiilra Daltaj : Is it a point 
of order that the Honourable Member is raisjixg noxr 1 

Bliai Parma Ifand : I want your ruling on this point, Sir. My 
submission is that if an Honourable Member in this House pointedly 
refers to another Member, who wants to make a protest against his 
remarks and rises to make a personal explanalion, then what is your 
ruling ? Do you mean to say that you will not allow him to give an 
explanation of his position i 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akliii Chandra Datta) : The Chair has 
given its ruling. 

Bhai Parma Hand : What is it ? 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : The Chair’s 
ruling is that if, in reply to the speech of another Honourable Mem- 
ber, the Honourable Member (Bhai Parma Nand) wishes to offer a 
personal explanation, the Honourable Member is not in order. He will 
be entitled to make a speech, but no question of personal explanation 
arises in view of the fact that he has never spoken at all 

Bhai Parma Nand : Tie has clearly referred to me. 

Mr, Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : Order, order : 

Sirdar Jogendra Singh : The king could not trust any one, not even 
his own queen when asleep and hence slept all alone. The king was 
demoralised to such an extent that he used to puli up the drawbridge 
himself before he retired for the night. Sir, the Agents of this foreign 
Goverimieiit are like Dionysius and are even afraid of their own 
shadows. 

When Lord Macaulay formulated or, shall I say more correctly, 
invented the precious volume known as the Indian Penal Code, even 
the most eminent jurists of Britain hailed It as the most perfect Code 
to meet effectively offences of all kinds whatsoever. 

[At this stage, Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) 
resumed the Chair.] 

With the passing of time. Government have begun to feel that, 
that consumate Code is not enough. They further desired more 
arbitrary powers to meet the recurring challenge to their authority. 
Therefore, the Agents of the alien Government in India wish to con- 
tribute their further share towards the mischievous design of so 
tightening Britain’s control over our Motherland as to make it impossible 
for us to attain complete independence which is our birthright. 
They first wanted the vicious Ordinances for six months only. Then 
they persuaded and appealed to the soft conscience of some of our pre- 
decessors, who fell an easy prey to the machinations of this foreign 
Government and allowed these autocratic powers for a further period of 
three long years. Now, the Government desire to put this barbaric 
Act on the Statute-book permanently. This, Sir, appears to be 
Dominion Status in action. 

Let me tell the Government, Sir, that power unrestricted and 
arbitrary is like an intoxicant. (Hear, hear.) The more you take it, 
the more you want it. But the end of those who intoxicate themselves 
with power is recorded in history as the same as that of the unredeemed 



THE CBIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 


669 


inebriate. They both bring about their destruction through sm*feit. 
The Government have brought before this House this Bill to still fur- 
ther deprive the entire nation of every shadow of human rights such as 
liberty of speech, liberty of press and even freedom of association. 
The Honourable the Mover of the Bill as well as the Honourable i^lr. 
Griffiths have very eloquently advised that tins atrocious Act is intend- 
ed to prevent terrorism and Communism, but let me tell them, very frank- 
ly, that both these will exist in spite of this Act. (Hear, hear ) The 
only remedy which I would humbly suggest is that the best way to 
extinguish teimorism and CommyUiiisni is, not through the application 
of this Act blit, by providing constructive schemes by which you can 
give employment to several hundred thousands of our intelligent young 
men who in spite of the highest academical qualifications are starving 
for want of food and raiments. 

The Honourable the Home Member has further stated that this Bill 
is intended as a set-off against the so-called spirit of communalism, 
which is according to him in a virulent form in our country at the 
present moment. I may be permitted to state with somewhat brutal 
frankness that ^ Divide and rule ' has been the traditional policy of 
British Imperialism in this country. It has been by such tactics that 
they are perpetuating their domination over our unfortunate country. 

If I am to stale m a lighter vein, I am reminded of my school 
days when I read the story of the monkey and the two eats 
(Laughter.) I, however, hope that Indians, to whatever treed or 
religion they might belong, will think in terms of Tiiclians first, Indians 
last and Indians always (Applause), and that is the only way in which 
we can eliminate the third party who is responsible for many of these 
ills suffered by us m this country. Underneath the surface of the Bill 
I honestly perceive evil designs to deprive the elementary right of 
citizenship. 

If the Bill is a forecast of the new Act, as I do believe it is, I 
would appeal with all the sincerity that I can command to throw out 
the measure and save our Motherland from the further fetters of 
slavery. Sir, with these humble words, I oppose this Bill. (Applause.) 

Mr. T. Chapman-Mortimer TBengal : European) : Sir, in rising 
to support the motion of the Honourable the Home Member, I am con- 
scious of the fact, that on the one hand, I have not the knowledge of debate 
of some of my Honourable friends opposite, and, on the other hand, that 
I have not the mastery of the subject which my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Griffiths, sliowed us the other day in his admirable, may I also say, 
eoui^ageous speech. If I venture to make a few remarks now, Sir, it is 
because I cannot let pass without reply some of the remarks of, among 
others, my Honourable friend, Dr. Deslimukh. It is perhaps natural for 
my Honourable friend in alluding to the possibility of legislating for one 
Province and not for others that he should have drawn an analogy from 
surgery. But as my Honourable friend, Mr Griffiths, so ably and ad- 
mirably put it, the object of this Bill is not to perform surgical opera- 
tions, but it is to preveiit situations arising when surgical operation 
becomes necessary. 

My ITonon Table friend, Sardar Sant Singb, very kindly reminded 
the House this afternoon of the appalling state this country was in in 
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1930-31 before this present Act was in operation. I tiiank him for 
reminding ns, as, I am qnite sure, none of ns wants to see tlie kind of 
situation arising again that we saw in those years, a situation wliieli 
very definitely called for the surgical knife. I have always under- 
stood, Sir, that, before yon call in the surgeon, you call m tiie physician. 
The wise physician wlio treats his patient for a sore head, for instance, 
or a gouty hand generally, does soinelhiiig rather different than cut 
it off. I imagine he orders his patient a strong physic or it may be 
that he suggests that he should restrain himself and that his diet be 
severely restricted. Thai, Sir, is exactly what my Ilonourable friend, 
the Home Member, has done. lie proposes in this Bill to restrict 
picketing, to restrict the activities of unlawful associations and to 
restrain within the limits of decency and public safety tiiat seetuui of 
the press of this country which, oter and over again, whenever these 
repressive laws are not in existence, forgets what decency means. 
According to my Honourable friends on the other side of the House the 
new measure is unnecessary, tyrannical and unjustified 

In an effort worthy of a better cause, in iiiy opinion, my Honour- 
able friend, Mr. Satyamurti, tried the other day to xirove how unneces- 
sary this Bill was, unnecessary, that is to say, in his opinion. In his 
view the ordinary provisions of the law are ample and cover all the 
subversive activities of lawless bodies or persons. If my Honourable 
friend means that the ordinaiw law lays down that incitements to 
murder, picketing, lawless associations and criminal consipracy are 
illegal, I quite agree. But he knows and every Honourable Member 
of this House knows that there are forms of picketing and criminal 
conspiracy and incitements to murder which it is impossible to tackle 
under the ordinary law of this land. And it is because it is so im- 
possible that in 1930-31 we had the most disgraceful situation not only, 
as my Honourable friend, Dr. Deshmukh, suggests, in Bengal, but at 
least as bad, if not worse, in Bombay and other provinces. That 
situation was only saved by the bringing in of this emergency measure, 
first the Ordinances and subsequently the Acts. Now, Sir, we all 
know how impossible it was to prevent that situation arising that arose 
in 1930-31, because the ordinary law of the land made it extremely 
difficult for the executive to catch hold of people who were the real 
sinners and who paid four annas to small boys and others to go to 
jail for them. Honourable Members admit with one breath that the 
crimes this Bill seeks to prevent are illegal and deplorable — I am glad 
they agree with Honourable Members on this side of the House on that 
point — ^but they hasten immediately to add that there is no need for 
Government to take any necessary measures to rectify a situation which 
every Government worthy of the name must face. They do not think 
it is necessary to bring in measures to put down these deplorable acts 
which they all agree are undesirable and illegal. 

That, Sir, is one of the arguments of the Opposition. 
The second argument of the Opposition seems to be this. They say 
this is a tyrannical measure. One would think, after having heard 
some of their speeches, that they seem to think that if this Bill were 
passed into law the executive would become a lawless body ; it 
would the law into its own hands and act without any kind of 

restraint from the judiciaiw. That is absolutely incorrect 
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Sardar Sant Singli : T may point out to my Honourable friend 
tiiat tlie objection is to tiie substitution of executive judgment for 
judicial judgment. 

Mr. T. Oliapman-Mortimer : It would be an msuli to their intel- 
ligence to suppose that they do not understand the meaning of the Bill. 
They ImoAV perfeetl^^ Avell what is proposed and that whai. is proposed 
still leaves the Courts Avith a very strong restraining power over the 
executive. It seems to me that the only conclusion Ave can draw from 
this argument of the Opposition is that they are trying to persuade 
some of those Honourable Members Avho came, as my Honourable 
friend, Mr. GaiiLa, suggests, Aviih an open mind 1 am A^ery glad 
indeed to hear my Hoiioui'abJe friend Tell ns that so many of his friends 
and he too came here Avilh an open mind, because, 1 am sure, that if 
they consider the real issues at stake m tins debate they will vote with 
tins side of the House. If they admit that it is the duty of every 
Government to maintain the laAv and, if necessary, to restrain the 
liberty ^ of individuals avIio are trying to take from other individnals 
their liberty, — and that, Sir, is present in eveiy laAv because yon have 
to restrain some persons from doing ill in order that the rest of us may 
go free or comparatively free,— if they admit the necessity for that, 
1 submit that they have no alternative but to come foiward and support 
the motion. The Honourable the Home Member has made it quite 
plain that though he did not say he avouIcI accept them, he was, neverthe- 
less, prepared fairly to consider any reasonable amendments proposed. 

In this connection. Sir, several Honourable Members including my 
lioiioimable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, said, that if only Ave, on this 
side, Avoiild frankly admit that this is an autocratic Government they 
Avould have no objection to the Bill. They say that Avhat they object to 
is that India should be told that it has a democratic constitution but 
that on the other hand severe measures are necessaiy. Honourable 
Members Avho use this argument seem to forget several things. In the 
first place they forgel that no one suggests that the Goverumcnt of this 
country, as at pi*esent constituted, is a democratjc GoATumment though 
it has certain democratic aspects At the same tune no one on this side 
of the House calls it, — certainly 1 should not call it, — a democratic 
Government. Then again they forget that it has lieen stated over and 
over again by high aiitliority that the present Government forms a 
transitional stage. My Honourable fnends, riglitiy in my vieAV, look 
to the British constitution as a belter model than that of the autocracies 
of Italy, Germany and Soviet Eussia. Wliat they alAA^ays forget is that 
AA^e in the United Kingdom (uily reached our present stage of consti- 
tutional development after hundreds of years. They are trying to 
bring in, or rather Ave are trying to bring in Avitli then* help, a 
democratic constitution Avliieh aviII m the fulness of time place India 
in her rightful place among the CommoiiAvealth of British Nations. 
We are trying to bring this constitution in Avith their help in a fOAv 
decades. I suggest that if you consider that, you aauH less often cast 
it in our teeth vdiat is an absolutely untrue and unjust assumption 
that Ave, on this side of the House, are false to the promises that the 
British GoATrnment has made over and over ae'ain We have not told 
India that she has noAv got democracy . Ave have told her that in the 
fulness of time Ave hope she Avill attain to it , and, as IBs Excellency's 
distinguished predecessor Avisely said, the goal and the path to it are 
L193DAD 
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not tlie same and should not be contused. This argument oi‘ the 
Opposition seems to me, tlierefoi'e, entirely beside the point. 

Lastly, it has been argued that this ali-India measure is unjustitled 
because, so it is suggested, tliere is peace throughout the iengtu and 
breadth of India except in these two plague spots. Punjab aiul Btngai. 
i suggest that though my Honourable tnend in making tins suggestion 
no doubt did so unwittingly, he reflects a mentaliij which my Bengali 
friends rightly resent. They feel, and I am sure all of us here feel who 
think it out, how unjust it is to blame them for acts for which, in many 
cases, they are not alone responsible and to which they havi^ been 
incited by extravagant messages in the press and propaganda conducted 
from other centres. We all know how sentimental and natioiially- 
minded the patriotic Bengali is, and, I think, it is unfair tliat we should 
play on Ins feelings, first incite him to boycott, picketing and Civil 
Disobedience, and then when the time comes say Oli, no * we are 
quite innocent • it is the terrible Bengali and Punjabi wdio is tliC cause 
of all the trouble ! ” I submit, all-India legislation is absolutely 
necessary and I, therefore, strongly support the proposal that this 
Bill be taken into consideration by this House. 

There is one other point in this connection and it is this ; clause 7 
of the existing Act wdiieh is sought to be retained is a clause which is 
only, so to speak, a permissive clause. It only comes into force when 
Local Governments consider that the situation in some particular dis- 
trict or province or city warrants its introduction. It seems to me that 
in these circumstances the veiy clever play which my Honourable 
friend, Mr Satyamurti, made with that section of the Bill, relating to 
annoyance, picketing, etc., is not a -very reasonable argument to bring 
against this measure. After all, in the South, he says, there is peace : 
in that case it is quite certain or almost certain that in his province, 
at all events, this section, which worries him so much, will not con e 
into force at all 

Finally, Sir, the issue before the House seems to me simply this : 
do we admit that picketing, criminal conspiracy and ineilemcnl to 
mnrder are evils ! If Honourable Members are agreed that they are 
evils, we have to consider whether or not this Bill is necessary in the 
interests of the maintenance of law and order and, in particular, to 
^safeguard the Government and the community against tliese three 
evils caused by lawdess persons. If w^c are agreed that that is the 
issue, it is impossible that there can be any doubt as to th(‘ wuav in 
which we should all vote when the division time comes After all, if 
Honourable Members feel that they agree wilh the prmeiple that these 
acts are evil and illegal, tliey still have alwuiys the opportunity to put 
forward reasonable and sensible amendment^ , for ms tho Honourable 
file Home Member has already told us, if this motion is passed by the 
House, he will be open to consider all such reasonable amendments. 

Mr. *M[. Asaf Ali t Mr President, I have risen to offer fust a few 
observai^lons and remarks with reference to this Bill, before the House is 
finally iiTxm 1o register its vote. Various aspects of the HonouraWe the 
Home Member s speech which he delivered in suppoii of this Bill have 
been touched upon hy speakers on this side of the House, but T feel that 
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there are at lea^st two pointy which have been left untouched and I shall 
try to refer to them. While the Honourable the Home Member was 
speaking in support of this Bill, it struck me that he had chosen, for the 
text of his speech, a sentence which I would not be far wrong in adopting 
mj^self for my speech today. He said the price of liberty is eternal 
vigilance and it m vigilance which animates us on this side of the 
House to oppose this Bill. We want vigilance on their side as much as 
on our side : we must watch their actions, watch their proposals and 
see to what extent they go against the liberties and the freedom of the 
people. But of that later on. In the course of his speech, which was 
rather brief — and there is a reason for its being very brief 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Home Member) . You ought not 
to complain of that. 

Mr M Asaf Ali : I should not complain of it — it was very concise 
4 pm indeed and telling in its own way There was a good 
I’eason for it. While I was listening to the Honourable 
the Home Member speech, J was wondering whether it was born of the 
conviction that this Bill was absolutely essential to the maintenance of 
peace, law and order or not ; and, towards the conclusion of his speech, 
T was convinced thaii it was not born of that conviction, but it was born 
of a confidence, which is always there on the Treasury Benches, a con- 
fidence that, whatever the result in this House, so far as this Bill is con- 
cerned, it will find its way somehow or other into the Statute-book. 
That is wh}^ the Honourable the Home Member speech was concise, and 
not as detailed as it should have been. When you are proposing a 
measure of this nature, when you are asking for special powers or when 
you are trying to perpetuate special powers, you ought to support it 
with facts and figures you ought to place before us definite facts and 
figures which might justify your demand But what do we find ? Not 
one titte, not one shred of argument which is supported by facts and 
figures — only the Honourable Member from Midnapore who was fitly 
described by Dr. Deshmukh as the Mussolini of Midnapore — a nickname 
which might go down in history — tried to bring up a few facts and 
figures, and they were utterly misleading. They were wrong, as I shall 
have time and opportunity enough to prove later on. They were not 
the facts and figures that we wanted (Official Laughter ) He who 
laughs last laughs best do not laugh too soon What were the facts 
and figures that he brought up The facts were only with regard to 
murders — {Official Members : Oh, no.^^) — only murders, and 1 shall 
tell you a tale of murders — do not worry • murders by whom ^ By terro- 
rists. About 300 of them, heinous, despicable, abhorrent murders, and 
we detest them as much as you do. {Honourable Members : ‘‘ Oh 
Do not say ^ ‘ Oh ’ ^ : we are sincere, we are honejst ; when we say a thing, 
we mean it. If we did not believe in the creed in which we do, you 
would have heard a different tale. (Cheers from Congress Party 
Benches.) And today Indians fate would have been different. (Hear, 
hear.) You ought to be thankful to the Congress whose policy of non- 
violence has checked political assassination and terroiusm, and do not 
imagine for a single moment that it is your preventive measures or your 
repressive law>s that have gone and controlled the terrorists. It is the 
Congress, it is the non-violent creed of the Congress that has prevented 
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and controlled the terrorists. And, talking of murders, Sir, they ought 
to know a few facts and figures from their own reports. Let them just 
refer to their own reporte, and they will find that, during one decade, 
hegiiming from the year 1921 up to the year 1931, there were as many 
murders reported in India as 62,800 and odd, and in how many of these 
cases were convictions obtained With ail the great paraphernalia 
which they always ask us to finance, with aU the police and all the other 
arms that they have in their armoury, what did they do ' In only 17,000 
and some odd cases could they obtain convictions. What happened to 
the 45,000 and odd ? Do you place the murders of poor people 

Mr President ('The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim j . The Honour- 
able Member should addres^ the Chair. 

Mr. M. Asaf All : Do Government, Sir, place murders of these 

55.000 and odd people on a different basis to the murders of 300 public 
servants, murders that are equally despicable, equally abhorrent You 
may ask me why these 55,000 eases were not successful. My answer to 
that all the atieiition of tlie Government is concentrated on nothing 
else, but whal they call, political crimes Avhicli are merely political 
demonstrations The police is engaged the wliole time in tracking down 
innocent political demonstrators, and thousands and thousands of people 
are run after by them, while they leave these murders alone ; they leave 
other crimes alone Let me give the House a more detailed account of 
some of the other crimes which have been committed in India during the 
last decade and what they have done with respect to them Sir, in 1932, 
as many as 167,939 cases were reported of house trespass, and house break- 
ing with intent to commit theft, and how many convictions were obtained'? 

22.000 convictions were obtained. And this tale goes on year after year, 

murders, dacoities, serious offences against person, ordinary theft, and 
so on, and, on an ordinary calculation, that T made, I found that as many 
as two million eases were left untraeed Did you then e^er come to 
us 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : The Honour- 
able Member is not addressing the Chair. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Did Government come to us then and say that the 
ordinary law of the land was insufficient, it was inadequate, and whether 
we would strengthen their hands with respect to these murders, whether 
we could not give them more powers, even under the ordinary Indian 
Penal Code ? Did they ever come to ns ? They did not. They did not 
pay even a second thought to this. But today, when the Civil Disobe- 
dience Movement is not in existence, when this movement is not in pro- 
gress, today when they themselves admit that the situation with regard 
to terrorism has improved tremendously,— they themselves admit that 
for a long time there has been no terrorist crime, 

sort Sir Henry Craik ; No, no ; T said nothing of the 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : How many crimes ha^e been committed during the 
last two yeans ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : During the last five months, 
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Mr. M. Asaf Ali : I am asking for two years or for even one year f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : Certainly a dozen murders. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : How many convictions have been obtained in each 
cate ? In how many cases have you been able to trace not merely mur- 
ders, but conspirators connected with them ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : What is the relevancy 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : The relevancy is this, that the ordinary law^ is more 
than enough for your purposes. You cannot restrain murderers by 
passing this measure. Do you know how revolutionary conspiracies are 
hatched ? There is the gentleman sitting next to you. Sir Muhammad 
Zafrullah Khan, — I had the honour of working with him in connection 
with the trial of the Delhi conspiracy. He knows something about it. 
Please ask him, and he will tell you that these conspirators do not go 
and put up their sign boards in public places and say : '' This is a society 
for committing murders These are secret societies. You cannot 
possibly control them by declaring secret associations unlawful, and^ 
even if you do, it makes no difference whatever to them. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Address the Chair. 

Mr. M, Asaf Ali : The whole time 1 have been addressing the Chair, 
and if I face the Honourable Member, he ought not to feel frightened. 
In so far as the facts and figures are concerned, I simply want the Gov- 
ernment to place before us the actual facts and figures relating to the 
failure of the Government to obtain convictions in cases of the nature 
with which they want to deal under this law This Bill, Sir, is really the 
tabloid form of the emergency legiislation that has preceded it. 
It is the tabloid form of ali the Ordinances which -were condemned in 
this very House, and by none wuth greater eloquence than yourself f 
shall just read one passage from your own speech. Referring to these 
Ordinances, you said on one occasion : 

‘‘ I maintain that the scope of the Ordinance is to depiive every one of every 
vestige of right of personal speech, light to liberty, light to property, right to 
association and every right that a human being may possess, and who is the Indian 
with the least self-respect wdio can tell the Government . ‘We have confidence in you, 
and what you have done is right.’ Is this how you aie preparing India for Svara^, 
for Dominion Status You have deprived the entire people of their elementary and 
fundamental rights.” (Hear, hear.) 

Ill these words you described the Ordinances, and the Ordinances were 
then translated into emergency legislation. The emergency legislation 
had three years' run under circumstances which are known to every 
one. And, now, when the emergency legislation is about to expire, they 
come to us asking ns to grant a new lease of life — ^not a new lease of life, 
but to grant perpetuity for this Bill. Mr. President, the Honourable 
and Learned Home Member or the gallant Home Member, whichever you 
like, in his speech said something which touched my heart, and it must 
touch the heart of every decent Indian. He said, one of the reasons for 
bringing up this legislation at this time was that the present Government 
wanted to oblige their successors. The present Government wanted to 
spare their successors the odium which they might incur if they also 
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sponsored an odious legislation ol tins kind. I agree with the iii^iiour- 
able the Home Member that this is an extremely odious, an atrociously 
odious, a scandalonslj" odious piece ol legislation. But since he proposes 
to do his successors a good turn, we, a« the representatives of his suc- 
cessors, may tell him and assure him that we will not be outdone in thn, 
act of generosity. This mood of expansiveness, this generosity, this 
^solicitude for the future Government of this land is really worthy of 
gratitude, and we can show our gratitude m only one way. and tiuit is, 
to spare the present Government the odium of carrying this measure 
through. We would like to reject this measure here and now so that the 
present Government may be spared that odium. One good turn deserve^^ 
another. That is the only way in which we can oblige them 

So far as the real objects and reasons for this legislation are con- 
cerned, I have got some observations to offer My first suspicion is, whieii 
I was mentioning to another colleague of mine — my first suspicion is 
that probably the present Government is under the impression — 1 du 
not know, it may or it may not be so, bill T feel diat it is so I susp^n*’- 
that the 3 " are under the im])ression that under the new Goviommtnit of 
India Act, 1965, there is a provision made t'or concurrent legislation by 
the centre and by the provinces in so far as the existing’ criminal laws 
are concerned. The actual phra»sing I forget, 1 have not got the Act 
with^ me here, but I believe it is something like this, that in regard to 
criminal laws there will be eon current jurisdiction The Gentral 
Legislature and the Provincial Legislatures will eu;)oy conciirrent ;iuris- 
diction only in so far as those criminal laws are concerned which 
happen to be on the Statute-book at the time of the passage of the Bill. 
If diat is so, then I am absolutely certain that the present Government of 
India feel that nnder the new Act the Central Legislature will have no 
authority to undertake legislation of this character eoncurrentlv with 
the provinces. 


The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Member for Com- 
merce and Eailways) : That is entirely wrong. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : It may be wrong, I am only stating my suspicion 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan i I am giviho* vou 
information. ‘ 


Bp. M. Asaf Ali : The information is very welcome, bnt T can assure 
you that le^al opinion mav differ. You are entitled to your opinion and 
I am entitled to mine We are both lawyers. Probably I have got as 
much right to >say that I am right as you have to say that you are right. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : And more, 
of G^rmCT? ^ ' ^ liappeu to be a Member 

Tv/r Prespent (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahun) ■ T]ie T-Tonou>-ahh' 
Member nrast address the Chair. Jionouiaoiv 

addrSefme TI'^^^oura])le Meml,er 

aoaressed me directly that T had to answer him directly. 

An Honourable Member : Paying off old scores ' 
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Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Tins is one of llie reasons 1 snsped, but su])posing‘ 
that that reason is not right, I was really surprised that the Honourable 
the Home Member abandoning the printed objects and reasons here, 
which happened to be only three, wandered far and wide and opened a 
new door to an argument and reasoning by bringing m three other 
reasons. In the printed paper I find the following objects and reasons : 

“ The present Act includes — 

(a) provisions against certain forms of intimidation, 

(h) piovisions against associations dangerous to the public peace, and 
(c) provisions to seeuie greater control over the Press 

So, obviously, the object of this legislation is not to crush terrorism, 
— ^not a word is said about terrorism here, — ^not to crush terrorism, not 
1'/ crush communalisni as was affected by the Honourable the Home 
3feinber, but only to control the press and to have some provisions to 
crush what they call associations dangerous to the public peace I have 
already said that, in so far as terrorist organisations are concerned, 
Iheie is not the ghost of a chance of enactment of this nature ever 
gTapi)Iing vith that problem And why do I say so ^ The history of 
teiTorism is before you It began in 1903, I should not like to go beyond 
tluii, although it is quite possible for one to go as far back as 1857 and 
trace the nhole history upwards, hut I shall only confine myself to the 
period beginning wdth 1903 It was in 1903 that Barin Ghosh, who 
went from Ahniedabad to Calcutta, to try and establish an association, 
hut he failed. By J905, other associations had sprung up. In 1907, 
we^ liad the first bomb outrage, and then the history of repressive legis- 
lation 'Commences In 1908, the Government passed four or five re- 
pressivf^ legislations, among which three happen to be legislations on 
which this Bill is based, namely. Incitement to Offences Act, the 
Seditions Meetings Act, and the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 
1908 These three Acts were passed But did the number of terrorist 
outrages after that dwdndle down, or did it continue to mount up ^ The 
history of terrorism is rather eloquent in itself. The terrorist outrages 
contmned to multiply. By 1910, the Government felt compelled to have 
a Press Act. the Press Act of 1910. Then, by 1911, they wanted more 
and more repressive legislation, and the history of repressive legislation 
goes oil It IS a melancholy tale, it is a most mournful tale Year after 
year some legislation was being brought up until in 1919 we had the 
Rowdatt Bills, one of wdiich became the Rowlatt Act which never came 
into operation. Did the terrorist outrages dwindle down in number ! 
On the contrary, year after year the terrorist outrages were mounting 
up. 

Then came the Congress movement. The Congress adopted the 
creed of non-violence, and if you then study the history of terrorist 
outrages you wdll find that the adoption of the creed of non-violence had 
its own effect. They are talking about the inadequacy of ordinary laws. 
They fought down the rising of 1857 without these laws They fought 
dowui the Wahabi movement, ‘^vhich was a regular uprising, without 
these laws They fought down the Thuggee and Kooki movement with- 
out these laws And are they now telling us that the ordinary laws have 
ceased to lia^e any effect ? My answer to that would be thev are bad 
workmen who are quarrelling with their tools. They do not know how 
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to use them. They do not know the powers under the existing iaw^s, 
that is quite obvious. I shall have an opportunity later on perhaps to 
examine the Bill itself and the provisions of this legislation dause by 
clause and sho%v you how they are futile, or superfluous, or too 
tiangerous. They fall into three categories ; either they are superfluous 
because ordinary laws are more than eroiigh, or they are so dangerous 
that we cannot possibly clothe the present exeeiilive with these povers, 
and we will never do so After all, the new Government are coming 
existence They will deal with these matters themselvse when the 
opportunity arises and lei not the present Government forget the fact 
that there is a world of difference hehveeii the mentality of those who 
now adorn the Treasury Benches and tht‘ mentality of those wdio are 
going to adorn the Treasury Benches in the future, because there will 
be no nominated blocks as far as the provinces are concerned at any 
rate and people wflll depend entirely and absolutely on their electorates, 
people who have been in close association with those who are accused of 
being either agitators or persons who are in sympathy wutli certain 
movements wdiich are called subversive. Mr. President, this poor word 
‘‘ subversive ’’ is one of the most over-worked terms employed in this 
House. The word subversive has been before us for a very long 
lime and somehow or other we do not seem to be quite sure wdiat it 
really means, because the passage of a peaceful political procession 
through a street is a subversive movement. The wearing of khaddar 
becomes a subversive movement. Once I had a mps;t interesting ex- 
perience wdiile I happened to be acting as amicm curiae in one of these 
political cases when I had to examine the City Magistrate of Delhi. He 
said Yes, such and such a person is definite^ guilty under section 16 
of the Criminal Law Amendment Act ’h But how ? He was parti- 
cipating in activities organised by an unlawful association.’’ I put this 
question : Suppose the unlawful association says keep clean, use soap 
e'V'ery day ” and 1 go and use soap in obedience to the instruction of that 
unlawful association, would I be guilty of an offence “ Decidedly 
yes was the reply. Supposing the unlawful association sajvs ‘‘ promote 
your owm industries, wear Idiaddar ” wmuld you hold me guilty of that 
offence The answer was “ Decidedly yes, because you are following the 
instructions of an unlawful association. These are the directions issued 
by an unlawful association and so long as you obey those directions you 
are committing that offence” That is the mentality of those who deal 
with these laws. Do the Government want us to clothe them with these 
powers so that they may he abused indiscriminately f This is not the 
only illustration I have got here heaps of literature which I could read 
out to you. Perhaps it will take me days to read all these instances of 
the abuse of the law by executive authority These are the bulletins 
issued by the Congress from time to time and the interviews which in- 
ternational travellers granted to representatives of the people during 
the continuance of the repression of the so-called subversive movement 
and there are various other reports written not by the Congress but by 
others. If T were to read all of them it would take me weeks together. 
Let me give you a few illustrations of the manner in which these laws 
operate in actual practice. It is all very well to talk of the maintenance 
of law and order. Believe me these Acts have proved in India a 



THE CEIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 


679 


veritable Pandora's Box. All the evils have flowed from them. These 
repressive laws have been at the foundation of most of the movements 
that have come into existence in India. But instead of reading these 
illustrations of the abuse of law and instead of reading these various 
reports, I should like to read to this House the opinion of the Bepressive 
Laws and Press Committees, because that would be far more relevant. 
These Committees were constituted in 1921 and considered the various 
enactments which were considered to be objectionable by certain sections 
of the people. Fortunately, at that time, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru 
happened to occupy the position which the Honourable Sir Nripendra 
Sircar occupies today. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : He now regrels the mistake 
he made. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Before 1 read the opinion of those committees, T 
should like to read a passage out of the Government communique which 
gave the opinion of the Government of India with regard to the move- 
ment which was then in progress. The movement which 1 am referring 
to was the non-co-operation movement which had already begun in 1921 
and tiiis was the opinion of the Government of India of those days. 
This Besolution is No 4484, dated the 6th November, 1920 : 

“ In tlie first place, they (Government) have been reluctant to interfere with the 
|ibeit;> of speech and freedom of press at a time when India is on the threshold of a 
gieat advance tow’aids the realisation of the principle of self-government within the 
Empiie, wiien indeed the first elections are only in sight 

Exactly the same situation faces us today. The new elections are in 
sight. 

The present Government do not want the new Government to begin 
with a clean slate. They want to write as much as possible on this slate 
and hand this disfigured palimpsest to the new Government and start 
the new Government with this halter round their neck. Is that what 
they want to do ? The Honourable the Home Member said that he 
wanted to save the new Government the odium of sponsoring such a 
legislation. Can the new Government last 24 hours if it resorts to this 
kind of legislation It cannot last 24 hours. Therefore they are 
trying to cut the very ground from under their feet and not only that, 
by asking us to be parties to such a legislation, they are cutting the 
ground from under our feet What elected Member, I should like to 
ask, would have the courage to be a party to the passage of this 
enactment and then go and face his constituency ? He will not be able 
to come hack to this Assembly or any Legislature, much less form a 
Go\ernment. If the Honourable the Home Member felt that he was 
doing a great good turn to the future entrants and to the future Govern- 
ment, I am afraid he was very much mistaken. Or perhaps he was 
rather astute. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : T am never astute. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : They (the Government) said further : 

In the second pla-ee, the Government are at all times reluctant to embark on a 
campaign against individuals some of whom may be actuated by bonest, if misguided, 
motives. This considertion is reinforced by the knowledge that the form of proseeu 
tion under the ordinary criminal law ” 
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and this is what t want the present Government to take note 

of — 

tliat tlie form of prosecution under tlie ordinat} eiimliiai law would bo likely to 
give tliose against whom it noglit be directed the opportunity of posing as martyrs 
and might also by evoking false sympathy swell the number of udherentb to a cause 
which has in itself no intrinsic merit to commend it to public acceptance.” 

And what was said of that movement by the Government then may 
be said of communism today I do not know vdiy we on this side of the 
House always accuse the present Government of lack of imagination ! 

I think the Honourable the Home Member evinces a tremendous 
amount of imagination. He indulged his imagination and drew upon 
his imagination a good deal, when he created this mare’s nest of com- 
munism. Where is that communism ! How many associations are 
Iheie in India today, and in how many centres do you think they can 
possibly strike roots ? Sir, India is the last place where, for a long 
time to come, communism can strike its roots. The kind of communism 
which now prevails in Indian villages, that is. coniimines (they are not 
villages but they are eommiines), where people share a common life, 
tJjai is the kind of communism which is acceptable to India toddV ; 
but the kind of communism to which the Honourable the Home Member 
was referring will take a long time to find a footing, and until that time 
arrives, I do not think there is any need for the present Government to 
hotiier its head, to worry itself, about its existence. I would like, Sir, 
now to go back to the opinions of these Committees first. Now, Sir, a 
Cmnmittee was appointed, I think, in 1921 under the presidentship of 
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru : and, after having considered the Press Act of 
1910, which was considered an extremely obnoxious measure in those 
days, in spite of the fact that the non-co-operation movement was in 
px'ogress, they came to these conclusions They said : 

It IS apparent, however, that the mam object of the Act — (that u to say, 
the Fress Act of 1910) — ^was to prevent the dissemination ot incitement to woleiiee and 
eedition, although the scope of section 4 of the Act is much wider.’’ 

Then, they said : 

The chief questions that have to be examined, in our opinion, are, firstly, 
whether the Act has been effective in preventing the evil against which it was directed. 
Secondly, whether legislation of this character is now necessary for the maintenance 
ot law and order ; and, thirdly, whether, on a comparison of the advantages and dis- 
advantages which the retention of the Act would involve, its eontmuanee is desirable 
in the public interest ”, 

— and they came to the definite conclusion : 

” We may say at the outset that on a caretui consideration of these points, we 
are of opinion that the Act should be repealed. ’ ’ 

Well, it was repealed. Later on, they say : 

” We aie not, however, satisfied that the cessation of such incitements is due 
solely or even mainly to the Act or that in present conditions the ordinary law is not 
adequate to deal with such off cnees ' ’ 

Sir, this was their opinion. I am not the only one who says that 
the prevention of these incitements to murder, etc.,’ has not been due to 
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the repressive laws. This has been due to other causes. Later on, Sir, 
they said : 

‘ ‘ Many witnesses indeed me of opinion tliat the Act is tatai to the growth ot a 
healthy spirit of responsibility m the Press and that it deters persons of ability and 
independent ehaiaetei from joining the piotession of joninalisiu. Pmalh it is inain- 
lained that the Act places in the hands of the executive govermnent arbitiaiy powers, 
not subject to adequate eontiol by any independent tribunal, which may be used to 
suppress legitimate criticism ot Government and that such a lav is entirely inconsistent 
with the spirit of the reforms scheme and the gradual evolution of responsible govern- 
ment T'heie is in our judgment great force 

— mark these words — 

‘ ‘ There is in our judgment great force in many of these ciiticisms. W e find, as 
already noted, that the Act has not proved edective in preventing the dissemination 
of sedition and that it is doubtful whether it is necessary to retain it foi the purpose 
of preventing incitement to murder and similar violent eiime ; 

Now, Sir, there are some provisions here, in so iar as the pres>s is 
coiu'orned, which relate to the confiscation of presses, the forfeiture of 
securities, and so on, — and this is the opinion which that Committee 
formed at the time : 

“We have also considered the question of vesting Courts of Justice with poiver 
to confiscate a Press, if the keeper is convicted for the second time of disseminating 
sedition Although section 517 of the Ciiminal Procedure Code affords some faint 
authority for the enactment of such a piovision in the law, ive feel that it would 
operate inequitably, particuiaily in the case of large and valuable presses used not 
only foi the printing of a paiticular paper but also for other miscellaneous 
woik 

This was v/ith respect to the press law of the tim'\ I think I can 
quote at some length portions of the opinion of this Committee which 
we ought to consider while we are considering tins particular Bill. 
Now, Sir, ill the same year there was what was calle^i the Kepressive 
Laws Coininittee and this is what that Committee pin on record in the 
year 192J , I repeat when the non-co-operation movement was in its full 
swing . 

“We also appreciate the fact that the use of the ordinary law may in some 
cases advertise the very evil winch the trial is designed to punish It is undesirable 
that any statutes should remain in force winch aie regarded wuth deep and genuine 
disiipproval by a majoiity of the Members of the Legislatuies The harm created by 
the leteution of aibitrary poweis of impiisoimient by the Executive may, as history 
has shown, be greater even than the evil which such pow’ois are directed to remedy. 
The retention of these Acts could in any case only be defended if it w’as proved 
tliat they -were in present eiicumstances essential to the maintenance of law and order. 
As it has not been found necessaiv to resoit in the past to these measures save ni 
cas^s of ara\e emeigency, we advocate their immediate repeal^' 

The resuil was that the Seditious Meetings Act went by the board, 
it was repealed. The Incitements to Offences Act was I’epealed. The 
Press Act v/eiit by the board ; and not only that, even the Criminal 
Lav Auienduicnt Act, 1908, was retained only m so far as the second 
paid WHS concerned, and the first part was repealed Now, this was at 
a time wlien a grave emergency existed,— (his was at a time 
when, 1 believe, it was Lord Lloyd, Sir, who happened ihen 1o be 
llic Governor of Bombay, who said thal these people (the Congress) came 
within an ace of success — I believe it was Lord Lloyd (Po?ec 9 : Yes, 
yes ”) — well, it was at that time that all these repressive laws were 
repealed • and, today, when no emergency exists of any description 
whatsoever, yon ask us to clothe you with this amazing aulhority ! 
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Where, Sir, is the necessity f Terrorism, 1 have airead)' told yon, cannot pos- 
sibly be controlled by this Act. Communism does not exist ; it is not a present 
danger. Now remains communaiism. Yes, that is a danger at the 
time. £ am m entire agreement with the Honourable the Home Member 
when he says that the communal tension today is much greater ilian it 
has ever been before. I think he said that during the 40 years of his 
seiuice he had not known communal tension worse than it iiappens 
to be loda>. I believe he used words to that eftect and I am in entire 
agreement with him. But may I ask the Honoui'able the Hone iMember 
and tiie GoAeri>nient which he represents : Who is the author of this 
eommunalisiti !’ la it or it it not a fact that m 190G Lord Minto sent for 
the JNawab of Dacca and all those gentlemen who happened to be 
members of a deputation and before doing so, he havl already been ni 
communication with Lord Morley who happened to he the Secretary 
of State for India at that time. It is recorded in the letters of Lord 
Sloxiey who wrote back to Lord Minto and said : What is this new 
hare that you are starting ? I believe he used words to that effect. 
xViid what was the new hare ? The new hare was separatism. Until 
that time India had not known separate elections and it was in 1909 
for t lie first time that they came into existence. Prom that day onwards 
eominimalism has been the bane of India. I beg my Mussalman friends 
to forgive ilo and I am not suggesting for a single second iliat they 
should or should not ask for separate electorates. I am not suggesting 
anything of the kind. But my answer to the Honourable the Home 
Member is If by communaiism Government mean.s the demand of 
certain coiiimimities for jobs and the demand of certain communities 
for seals, ilieii the Government has killed commnnaiisiu by giving the 
jobs they wanted and the seats they wanted. I should like to laiow 
why any communaiism should be there now ? If the answer of the 
Govemment of India is that they cannot control the Frankenstein 
which they themselves once created, then I would ask them to leave it 
to ns. Let ns come and occupy the seats which you are occupying now, 
and we shall deal with the Frankenstein and lay it to its eternal rest. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Yon have had several tries at it. 

Mr. Wt. Asaf Ali : I shall take np that challenge Yes, we made 
several desperate tries and honourable efforts and what was the result ? 
Every time sc>me new hare was started by you. What did we not do 
at the Unity Conference of Allahabad and Lucknow ? For weeks we 
were sitting together and we nearly solved our problems when within a 
week of the solution of that problem — I should not like now to give out 
the names — I had the honour and privilege of meeting one of the 
Members of Government who happened to be a Member of Government 
at the time. At any rate, he was in agreement with the solution which 
we had arrived at and within the next week what did we find ? A 
message was received from London and that was more than enough to 
frustrate onr efforts and the whole thing went by the board. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon (Sind : Muhammadan Rural) : To which 
communal settlements are you referring ? 

Mr M. Asaf Ali : Unfortunately you happened to be attending the 
Round Table Conferences in London when we were making onr efforts. 
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At any rate, yon did not happen to be in India at the time. Perhaps 
you were in Ottawa. Anyway, these developments were being watched 
hy those who were at the Pound Table, Conference and we have been 
authorjraxively informed that our deliberations and the conclusions at 
which we arrived had a good deal to do with some of the conclusKais 
which w(,re arrived at at the Round Table Conferenc-^ This is wlnu I 
was told : J do not know how far it is true I am not in the know of 
things. Those who attended the Pound Table Confeivnces must know 
about It. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Attended by whom 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : I believe you were at the Round Table Conference 
at the time 

The Honourable Sir Hripendra Sircar : No : I did not attend the 
Second Pound Table Conference 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : At any rate, my simple and straightforward pro- 
position IS this. You created this monster : you creaied this Franken- 
stebi , cannot control it today and you have confessed your in- 
ability. We will not grant you any power to deal with it now because 
there is the ordinary law. If you cannot control it, we iv^iil do that 
when we come to occupy your places and I can assure you that the 
ordinary law will be more than enough for our purposes and we shall 
deal v'ith this monster as well as any other monster that may arise 
hereafter all right 

In so far as the question of presses is concerned, I tliink in the 
begiunnig I made a reference to the Member from Midnapore who 
quoted wrong tigures. I believe he told this House that there were as 
many as 4 tlumsand and odd presses in India That is perfectly correct. 
But there are not as many newspapers There are only 1,282 newspapers 
in India incliicling daily journals 

The Hcnourabki Sir Henry Craik : There are over 4,000 newspapers. 

Mr M. Asaf Ali : Then I shall stand corrected. I should like to 
know the Government’s figures I am only quoting from this book 
Time’s Indian Year Book ”), which, I believe, is well-known to 
everybody It says that there are 4,509 presses and 1,282 newspapers. 
Out of these 1 282 newspapers, 448 have been dealt with by you and 
ali these 448 have ceiased publication. That means that practically 
50 per cent, of the newspapers of the country have ceastsi to exist on 
account of the inequitable, unjust and tyrannical operation of the law. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The Honourable IMember’s 
figures are quite wrong. The total number of newspapers according to 
my figures is 4,630. 

Some Honourable Members : That figure includes newspapers and 
periodicals. 

Mr. M Asaf Ali : I am talking only of the newspapers and 1 am 
quoting from a well-known book of reference — the Indian Year Book 
of the Times of India, I can assure you that it is not a Congress book ; 
we have not published these figures. There are not more than 1,282 
newspapers in India ; there may be more periodicals. 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : But they sirt* to the 

same law. 

Ml’. M. Asaf Ali : You know what class of press and uiiat class 
of journals you want to get at. You have been g^ntiuc* ai nothing ilsc 
but newspapers. I can read out the entire list o£ those papers which 
have ceased publication, dailies and weeklies. 

Well, Sir, in so far as as special legislation is concenitul, and in so 
so far as special powers are concerned, I should like to put a few 
principles on record by -which they ought to be judged before any 
Legislature can possibly agree to clothe the executive with special 
powers. The fust of these principles should be that the special powers 
asked for Liiist cover certain conditions existing in thc‘ country. The 
Honourable the Home Member made certain nebulous, general and 
vague assertions but he did not prove the existence of the conditions 
which require an enactment of this nature. Special ])Owers must be 
proved to be absolutely necessary because the ordinary law has failed. 
I have already shown that there is nothing whatsoever before the 
House to lead' us to think that the ordinary law of the country has 
failed to attack the kind of evil which is intended to be controlled, 
arrested and extinguished by this legislation. On the contrary, we 
find that so fai as terrorism is concerned, Government admit that there 
has been an improvement in the situation. In so far as Communism 
is concerned, Government have put forward no case whatsoever. 
Special pov^ers must have the fullest sanction of the people and should 
not be assumed in deliberate opposition to the will of tlie people. I 
foci, Sir, I am perfectly right when I assert that the bulk of ihe country 
is dead opposed to any legislation of this nature as is fairly clear from 
the attitude of Honourable Members of this House. Various Honour- 
able Members have spoken from both sides of the House and jon 
know, Sir, that the majority of the elected Members of the House has 
already spoken against the Bill which shows that public opinion, at 
any rate, is not with the Government. Eepressive laws have never 
achieved their object. I have already told this 1o the House. The 
history of terrorism on the one hand and the liislory of th.e ordinary 
non-violent national struggle on the other is absolutidy sufficient to 
pi’ove this assertion, namely, that repressive laws have never crushed 
any of these things. Have you forgotten the history of various other 
countries f Did not the British Government enact a Prevention of 
Grimes Act in 1882 and again in 1888 for Ireland. What Avas the 
result of it ? The result of it tvas that not very long ago, Ireland 
became a Free State and the British King had to issue a Proclamation 
by wffiich he convened a Constituent Assembly which Constituent 
Assembly scUled the constitution for Ireland. If repressive la’vs could 
control the national destinies of people, then Ireland ought to have 
been today as much a subject nation as India happens to have the 
misfortime of being today, Eepressive laws cause resentment and 
agitation and tempt the people to disobedience and generally drive the 
movement underground. That they cause resentment you eaniioi 
deny. So far as the Civil Disobedience Movement is concerned, it is 
not a subversive movement It can never be called a subversive move- 
ment. I am prepared to join issue with any constitutionalist anvwliere 
and assert that civil disobedience is a perfectly constitutional movement. 
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It is meTCly a poKtical demonstration because the Grovernment happen 
to be absolutely irremovable. We cannot turn the Goverimient out of 
power. We cannot control their legislation. What else are we to 
do in this House ? Will the Government kindly change places Asdth us 
and let us then see what they will do under similar circumstances ? 
Supposing we formed an irremovable Government. Supposing 
we made laws to control their destinies which tliey cannot 
possibly influence in any way. What would they do under such circum- 
stances ? Would they or would they not civilly disobey the laws ? 
I thinlv every Britisher tvould be the first to say, “ I am not going to 
obey laws of this nature ”. Therefore in so far as Civil Disobedience 
is concerned, it is a perfectly constitutional movement, but I admit 
that revolutionary movements are different. I also wanted to say that 
rexjressive lav's always put a premium on inefficiency among both the 
magistracy as well as the police. Why 1 Because* the. attention of 
the police is focussed upon, and their attention is diverted to political 
offences and they let the ordinary offender alone. The result is in- 
efficiency in administration. All ordinary criminals go scot-free, Avhere- 
as the ijolitical demonstrators are tracked down as criminals. Sir, I 
know that there are other better and abler speakers, rather I should 
say there are able speakers, for I do not claim any ability, who will 
later on speak on this motion and so I do not wish to take up the time 
of the House. I shall address only one word to the elected Members of 
this House. In so far as the Government are concerned, their mind is 
made up and those who support the Government are not likely to be 
influenced by any arguments that may be addressed to them here. So, 
it is absolutely unnecessary for me to address them, for their minds 
are up. To the elected Members, I should just like to address one 
Avord. If the elected Members desire to go back to their constituents 
some day, then they ought to remember that the atrocious nature of 
this enactment will not easily be forgotten by their constituents. The 
country will not forget their actions whatever they may be and they 
have to think a hundred times before they cast their votes for the 
consideration of this measure ; for to vote for the eoasideration of this 
Bill means that you accept the principle of the Bill. If the elected 
Members are going to be a party to the acceptance of the principle of 
the Bill let them remember that they will have to go back to their 
constituents. I need not paint a gloomier picture than that of one of 
the ex-Presidents of this very House who happened to be occupying a 
seat in one of the Boxes the other day. In so far as he was concerned, 
it Avas only the Ottawa Pact that made him lose his seat in this House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Raliiml : The Honour- 
able Member ought not to discuss personalities here. 

Mr. M. Asaf AJi ; I have named none. I am only just reminding 
the elected Members of the fate which awaits those who betray the 
country. (Gheers.) 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday 
the 10th September, 1935. 
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Tuesday, 10th September, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim; in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Personnel and other Details oe the Delimitation Commission. 

228. '^Mi. S. Satyamnrti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether any correspondence was going on between the Secre- 

tary of State and the Government of India regarding the 

personnel and other details of the Delimitation Commission ; 

(b) wbeii that Commission will be sent out to India, and what the 

scope of its work will be ; and 

(c) whether this House will be consulted in this matter at any stage, 

and if not, why not 1 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (n) and (6). I invite the 
Honourable iLmber^s attention to the communique of the 31st July 
announcing the personnel, terms of reference, etc , of the Indian Deli- 
mitation Coiimiittee. The Committee is expected to begin its work 
at the end of September. 

(rl The Government of India propose to give the Indian Legis- 
lature, in due course, an opportunity of commenting on Federal matters 
CO rered by the report of the Delimitation Committee belore framing their 
recoinmendarlons to His Majesty's Government. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : In view of the fact that the Federal Legisla- 
ture, ne., the lower House will be composed of representatu es indirectly 
elected by the Provincial Legislatures, will Government give this House 
an oppoiduiiiTy, at a suitable date, of pronouncing upon the provincial 
frciiichise as well ? 

The Honourable Sir Kripendra Sircar : At the present moment, I 
cannot give an assurance, but I can undertake lo convey this request 
to Government. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : May I know if Government's attention has been 
drawn to a proposal, specially in Madras, for the single transferable 
vote in joint electorates which return harijan candidates, and do they 
not consider that that goes against the spirit, if not the letter, of the 
Poona Pact, to which His Majesty's Government is a party ? 
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The Hono-urahle Sir Nripendra Sircar : I am sorry that I did not 
know that I shall have* to answer this question today in a particular 
matter relaljng to Madras, and I am afraid I cannot answer it. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government send for the papers and con- 
sider this V('r> important question that a proposal of the Provincial 
Franchise Committee accepted by the Provincial Government goes 
right in the teeth of the Poona Pact 'I 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : We are quite prepared to 
consider the objection which has fallen from my Honourable friend. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga ; When the proposals of the Provincial Deiimita- 
tioa Comm it tees are sent to the Government of India, will the Govern- 
ment of India try to consult the Indian Delimitation Commission also 
about their views in regard to those recommendations f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I have said in answer to a 
supplementary question from my Honourable friend, Mr Satyamurti 
that I am not prepared to give any guarantee or undertaking, but I am 
prepared to carry this to Government for consideration. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : May I know if Government’s attention has been 
drawn to the proposal of the Provincial Franchise Committee in Madras 
and accepted b> the Madras Government that tens of thousands of 
graduates who now enjoy the franchise should be deprived of the 
franchise for the University seat in the Provincial Assembly, and whether 
Government propose to consider this matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I have already said that I 
shall see that they consider the matter. 

Mr. T. S. AvinasMlingam Chettiar : Is it the policy of Government 
to have a uniform system of franchise throughout the country or to 
have separale systems of franchise for each province ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I cannot make any pronounce- 
ment on Government’s policy and I do not know that there is a definite 
policy in this matter. It must wait until the publication of the report of 
the Delimitation Commission and discussion in this House. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is it the policy of Governineiit to extend or 
resirict the existing franchise as a whole ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I think it is fairly clear 
from what has happened before, that the idea is to extend and not to 
restrict. 

Mr, F. E. James : Is the Honourable Member aware that in Madras 
the representatives of the party to which my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Satyamurti, belongs, though invited,, declined to serve on the 
Delimitation Committee 1 

The Honourable! Sir Nripendra Sircar : I was not particularly 
aware of that, but I am prepared to take it from my Honourable friend 
as correct. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Are Government aware that the Committee 
was packed with representative,? of the reactionary party and we 
would be in a hopeless minority ? 
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The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I absolutely repudiate that 
suggestion. 

Amendments of the Goveenment of India Bill in the House of Commons 

EEOAEDINO THE PeINCES AND THE FeDEEATION. 

229. ^Mi*. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether, with regard to the amendments of the Government of 
India Bill in the House of Commons, regarding the Princes 
and the Federation, they were consulted by the Secretary of 
State ; 

(1) if so, what the advice was which they gave ; and 

(c) if, apart from consultation, they made any representations in 
this matter tO' His Majesty’s Government f 

The Honourablei Sir Nripendra Sircar : With the permission of the 
President, 1 would like to answer parts (a), (h) and (o) of the question 
as a whole. 

The Government of India were consulted by the Secretaiy of Slate 
on the amendments referred to by the Honourable Member, but I regret 
that I am noi in a position to disclose the contems of tlie confidential 
correspondence. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know, if the reason for Government’s 
refusal is that public interests will be affected ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : My Honourable friend has 
for once correctly anticipated the formal answer. That is the answer. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With regard to clause (c), may I know, iff 
apart from the reply to the consultation, they made any further repre- 
sentations to Government f 

The Honourarble Sir Nripendra Sircar : I believe that is part of 
the confidential correspondence, and I regret I cannot disclose il. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Are Government aware that Mr Monckfcon is 
reporled to have made some promises to the Slates Ministers’ Con- 
feremm at Bombay last week, and are Government aware if he is given 
any authority by the Secretary of State for India to negotiate directly 
or indirectly on behalf of His Majesty’s Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I am not aware of any such 
thing. 


DiSCEIMINATION AGAINST INDIANS BY THE KeNYA GoVEBNMENT. 

230. ^Mr. S Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state ; 

{a) whether their attention has been drawn to the telegram from 
the Free Press of India, dated the 25th May, 1935, regard- 
ing Kenya Government discriminating against Indians ; 

(?)) if the facts stated therein are true ; and 

(c) if so, whether Government propose to take any steps to protect 
legitimate Indian interests ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

L195DAD ^ 
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(b) Not to the knowledge of the Government of India. 

(c) Does nol arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Did Government make any imiuiry after the 
receipt of this question ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Government perused with great care 
the cutting which my Honourable friend sent, and it is so complctely 
full of misstatements that it really was not worth while making any 
inquiries. For instance, I will just read out a bit ; 

“It IS understood that the whole senes of cotton markets established over cotton 
producing areas where cotton passes, etc.'^ 

Practically no cotton is produced in Kenya. The gentleman must 
have been thinking of Uganda. 

Enquiry into the Production and Trade oe Rice in the Madras 

Presidency. 

2;31 S Satyamurti : Will Grovernment be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the Report of Mr. 
C. R. Srinivasan, Special Officer, appointed by the Madras 
Government, to enquire into the production and trade of rice 
in the Presidency, especially the recommendation in favour 
of a reduction of railway freight for transporting rice and 
paddy from producing centres to different consuming centres 
in the province ; and 

(??) Avhetlier they propose to take any steps in the matter, and if 
not, why not ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(b) As regards (%) of the recommendations siininiarlsed at the end 
of the report, the Honourable Member attention is invited to the 
provisions of the Indian Tariff (Amendment) Act, 1935. It is under- 
stood that the Government of Madras have been in touch with Railway 
administrations concerned, as a result of which freights in certain eases 
have been reduced. The rest of the recommendations concern the Local 
Governineiit exclusively. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know, in somewhat more detail, in how 
many cases approximately and for what distances this freight for trans- 
porting rice and paddy from producing centres to consuming centres 
has been reduced ! 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : All that I know at the moment is that 
the actual reductions have reached as much as 16 per cent, in certain 
cases ; but, if my Honourable friend wants details of the kind he men- 
tioned just now, I shall endeavour to obtain them and place them at his 
disposal. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact 
that, in as many as 12 districts of the Madras Presidency and in the 
Andhra districts, no steps till now have been taken by the railway 
authorities to reduce the railway freights for the transport of paddy 
and rme f 
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Sir (xirja Sliankar Bajpai : I am prepared to examine the informa- 
tion which my Honourable friend has furnished. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Have Government received any communica- 
tion from the Andhra Chamber of Commerce with a request that these 
freights should be reduced as far as these articles are concerned in the 
Andhra districts ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I could not really answer that question, 
because it concerns the Kailway Board : I can say that I made inquiries 
from my Honourable friend, Mr. Kau, and he does not remember to 
have seen any such representation. 

Prof. N, 6 Eanga : Have the Government of Madras sent any com- 
munication to the Government of India ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : No, the Government of Madras have 
sent no communication to the Government of India. 

Application op a System op Control over Imports by the Japanese Trade 

Council. 

232. '‘'Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to slate : 

{a) whether their attention has been drawn to the action of the 
Japanese Trade Council, who have decided to apply a system 
of control over imports, and to introduce saleguarding 
measures against countries which impose severe restrictions on 
Japanese imports ; 

(&) whether they have considered the effect of this on India’s trade 
with Japan ; and 

(c) what steps, if any, Government propose to take in the matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafnillah Khan : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) and (c). Trade relations between India and Japan are governed 
by the Indo- Japanese Trade Convention and Protocol, and the Govern- 
ment of India have no reason to believe that the Government of Japan 
have any intention of discriminating against Indian imports to Japan in 
contravention of the existing agreement between the two countries 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Has there been any correspondence between this 
Go\ernment and the Government of Japan in this matter 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No no occasion 
has arisen for any correspondence so far. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government made any inquiries aflei the 
receipt of this question ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafnillah Khan : There was no 
need to make any inquiries, because, as 1 have said, no portion of this 
agreement has been contravened. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : When is this trade convention due for revision 
next f 

The Honourable Sir Mtihammad Zafrullah Khan : I cannot say 
whether it is due for revision or not, but it continues in force till the 
spring of 1937. 
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Prof. N. G. Eauga : Is there any Indian Trade Commissioner in 
Japan 1 

The Hononrahle Sir Mnhammad Zafrallah Khan : No. 

Prof. N. G, Ranga : If there is no Trade Commissioner there, how 
and through what channel do the Government oi India try to ascertain the 
policies and intentions of the Government of Japan ? 

The Hononrahle Sir Muhammad Zafnillah Khan : I have said 
nothing with regard to the intentions of the Government of Japan except 
this, that we have not found there are any reasons to consider that they 
will in any way try to contravene the agreement already arrived at 
Detween us : but there are several channels, apart from trade commis- 
sioners — publications, declarations, statements of policy, correspondence, 
and so on. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : Is there any agent at all of the Government of 
India in Japan who can try and ascertain the facts there. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : There is no trade 
agent in Japan. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : Do Government propose to appoint one noAv ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That matter is 
being considered. 

Restkiction oe Indian Imports into Roumania, Italy and Germany. 

233. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state . 

(a) whether they have taken any steps with regard to the restric- 
tion of Indian imports into Roumania, Italy and Germany ; 

(]}) whether they have investigated the matter ; and 

Ic) what their conclusions in the matter arc ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The Honoiirfible 
Member is referred to the replies given by me to Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam 
Chettiar’s starred question No. 5 on the 2nd September, 1935, and the 
supplementaries thereto and to parts (&) and (c) of his OAvn starred ques- 
tion No. 209. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : 1 am asking only with regard to Germany : 
what IS the position with regard to the trade of this country with 
Germany f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrallah Khan : What is exactly 
meant by “ position ’M In reply to supplementaries, I explained the 
position : but if the Honourable Member will explain Avhat he means by 
position I will be able to tell him. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is there any restriction on Indian imports into 
Germany f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Yes, as part of 
the general restrictions imposed by Germany with regard to imports from 
aU countries. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
thinks the matter was explained the other day. 
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Mr. S. Satyamiirti : Have Government made any representations to 
the Government of Germany, wdth regard to these restrictions on imports 
from India into that country ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafnillah Khan : Not yet 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : Why not f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrnllah Khan : Government have 
the matter under consideration . they are getting all the information 
relevant to this question and are considering what action is neces- 
sary. 


Eesults oe the Ottawa Trade Agreement. 

234 S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the examination of the results of the Ottawa Eact are 
complete ; 

(h) when they will be placed before this House ; and 

(c) whether this House will be given an early opportunity to 
consider the matter and give its opinion on it ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : (a) Yes, up to 
the end of the Fiscal Year 1934-35. 

(1)) The Report for that year will be laid on the table of the House 
at an early date 

(c) The House will be afforded an opportunity of discussing the 
results of the Ottawa Trade Agreement in the next Budget Session. 

Inconvenience caused to Indian Passengers on account oe European 
Soldiers travelling in Ordinary Second Class Compartments. 

285. *Mr, S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state . 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the fact that 
great inconvenience is caused to the Indian passengers on 
account of European soldiers travelling in ordinary second 
class compartments ; 

(h) whether Government propose to make other arrangements and 
thereby minimise the inconvenience caused to Indian pas- 
sengers ; and 

(c) whether arrangements will be made to transport soldiers in 
separate compartments reserved for them ? 

Mr. F. R. Rau : (a) Occasional complaints have been received. 

(&) Government have no reason to think that a reference to the 
railway staff in the case of a genuine complaint will not set matters 
right. 

(c) No. The arrangement suggested wmuld result in a waste of 
accommodation. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : May I kno-w whether the Honourable Member’s 
attention has been drawn to recent occurrences — I need not give the 
details — and will Government consider the desirability, in the interests of 
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indiaii passengers, of reserving carriages for these Eiirojiean soldiers 
and eliargiiig the Army Department for the entire cost of transporting 
them ? 

The Honourable Sir Mnbammad Zafnillali Khan : ^Thc ^ position is 
that if there is a small number of British soldiers travelling, it would, 
has been explained in the answer, amount to waste of aeeommodaiion to 
reserve compartments for them, when there is not a full coinplement of 
passengers to occupy these compartments, let alone the reservation of 
carriages for a small number of British soldiers. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : May I know whether the Honourable the Com- 
merce Member has considered, in the light of recent events, the 
great inconvenience and discomfort likely to be cau*^ed to Indian pas- 
sengers by these European soldiers, especially when they are travelling 
without any superior in command ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : What is the in>sinuation f 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : The insinuation is that they behave like 
brutes. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I cannot under- 
stand the inconvenience likely to be caused : as the Financial Commis- 
cioner has explained in reply to llie question, occasional complaints have 
been received, and Governmer'l has no reason to think that a reference 
to the station authorities would not set matters right. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government aware that in Bareilly Station, 
when British soldiers left their baggage there and the clerks asked them 
for money, they were assaulted by 'these soldiers '1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrallah Khan : I am not aware 
of that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Of course, you are not. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : Are Government aware of the fact that third 
class passengers also experience great inconvenience because of these 
sepoys and soldiers travelling third class in their compartments ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No : I am not 
aware what kind of inconvenience is being referred to 


In'dianisation of the Government op India Secretariat. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : T now put my supplementaries on question 
No 207. May I ask the Honourable the Home Member what is the 
reason for this slow progress in the Indianisation of the Secretariat in 
the Government of India 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I do not think the progress i» 
particularly slow. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why is it slow, particularly or otherwise, in 
view of the fact that in the Preamble, to which my attention has been 
drawn, which stands unrepealed, the increasing association of Indians 
was declared in 1919, — 16 years ago now ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The association is steadily 
increasing. 
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Mr S. Satyamiirti : May 1 know whether there are any Depart- 
ments in which there is discrimination against Indians — say^ the Home and 
Pinaiice Departments ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : No : there is no discrimination 
against Indians in either Department. 

The Honourable Sir James G-rigg : The Honourable Member from 
Madras has reason to know that that is not true. 

Mr. S. Satyamiirti : I shall not discuss that on the floor oE the 
House • I choose to respect confidences * the Honourable the Finance 
Member does not. Therefore, I will not pursue that matter. But I will 
ask the Honourable the Home Member whether Government are on the 
whole satisfied with the results of these Indians being recruited to the 
Secretariat ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : My own experience is com- 
paratively limited : but I do Imow this, that at least on one occasion since 
I assumed office I have tried to get an Indian, but no Local Government 
was in a position to spare the services of a suitable Indian 


Alleged Impersonation and Malpractices employed in Elections to the 
Legislatures and Local Bodies. 

236 Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to a number of articles appearing in the /Sind Observer, dated 
the 14th May, 1935, referring to* impersonation and other glaring mal- 
practices employed in elections to the legislatures and local bodies 1 

(b) Wliat steps do Government propose to take by way of amend- 
ment of law and rules in connection therewith for better preparation of 
the electoral rules and checkmating impersonations ^ 

(c) Do Government propose to amend the law, making offences of 
impersonations cognizable and triable summ/arily ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : (a) The Government of India 
have perused the articles referred to. 

(6) and (c). The Government of India are in consultation with Local 
Governments as to whether a more effective procedure is desirable to check 
impersonation at elections 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if the Honourable Member 
knows that the Karachi Municipality have started a system by which 
identification marks of voters are taken down and that prevents impersona- 
tion :* will the Honourable Member consider that system ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I was not aware of that ; I dare 
say, it is a very good idea 

Prof. N G Ranga : Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact 
that this evil of impersonation and sometimes glaring impersonation is 
widely prevalent in the Madras Presidency also ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik ; I believe it prevails in all pro- 
vinces. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Will Government try to take steps to see that 
rules are suitably amended to prevent this all over India ? 
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The Honotirable Sir Hjenry Craik : I have already said that we are 
ill eomultation with Local Governmeiils to consider whether inoiT effective 
procedure can be devised. 

Mr. Lalchand NavaJrai : The ilonourable ilember may iiave no idea 
as to what the Karachi Municipality has done ; but 1 am giving the idea 
to the Honourable Member : will he kindly look into il vheii some improve- 
ment is going to be made '? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Yes -. if the Monourable Member 
will give me the facts, I will certainly look into it. 

Amendment of the Indian Medical Council Act. 

237. '‘-Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; (a) 'Will Government be pleased to 
state if they have received a copy of the resolution passed by the 27th 
Annual Conference of the All-India Medical Licentiates Association, 
urging upon Government to amend the Indian Medical Council Act so 
as to include the Indian Medical Licentiates within the scope of the 
Act ? 

(&) If so, what steps do Government propose to talie in the matter ? 

(c) Have Government reconsidered the desirability of amending the 
Act to the aforesaid scope, since the passing of the Act ? If so, in what 
way and with what result 1 

(d) Were any reports called for on the subject while considering the 
question after the passing of the Act ? If so, will Government be pleased 
to place those papers on the table ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai ; (a) Yes. 

(5), (c) and (d). 1 would invite the Honourable Member’s atten- 
tion to the discussions that took place in this House in February and 
September, 1933, on the Indian Medical Council Bill, now the Indian 
Medical Council Act. Government’s position in regard to licentiates was 
fully explained then. No reports were called for from Local Govern- 
ments nor have any been submitted by them since the Act was passed. 
In the opinion of the Government of India no extension of its scope in the 
manner suggested by the Honourable Member is called for 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Is it not a fact, Sir, that in those dis- 
cussions it was given out that the reports would be sent for and the ques- 
tion whether the scope would be extended to the licentiates also would 
be considered hereafter ? Have Government considered it ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Sir, I made it perfectly clear, then, 
because I made the statement on behalf of the Government on that 
occasion, that, as a result of pressure brought upon Government by tlie 
House, -we had consulted the Local Governments, and they were not in 
favour either of the preliminary inquiry or of any additional inquiry of 
the nature suggested by the Honourable Member.' 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; May I know from the Honourable Mem- 
ber whether, now that the Act is in operation, Government will inquire 
from the medical licentiates and other bodies and also from the Local 
Governments to reconsider that question f 
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Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Sir, the operation of the Act by its very 
terms^ being limited to medical graduates has no effect upon medical 
licentiates. 

Fees demanded by the Civil Suboeon, New Delhi, dueing Hospital 

Houbs. 

238. ^'Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleas'^d to 
state if the Civil Burgeon in charge of New Delhi Municipal Hospital 
(Willmgdon Hospital) is entitled to charge fees for examina- 
tion of patients in the hospital daring the hospital working hours ? If 
so, how much and under what rule or order of the Municipality or of 
Government 

(5) Is it a fact that in other hospitals in India, the medical officers 
are permitted to charge a particular fee for examination only when they 
examine private patients in their private quarters during their leisure 
hours f 

(c) Is it a fact that the Civil Surgeon at the New Delhi Hospital 
charges out-patients, who are not first class Government officers, for 
examination only in the hospital during hospital hours 1 If so, how 
much and under whose orders ^ 

(d) Axe Government aware that, in the event the Civil Surgeon, 
wlios^e services are loaned by the Government to the Municipal Hospital 
at New Delhi, does make a charge on all non-first class Government 
officers and private residents of New Delhi for mere consultation in the 
hospital during consultation hours, it becomes impossible for such of 
those that cannot afford to pay the fee demanded by the Civil Surgeon 
to obtain expeii advice 

(e) Are Governmejit aware that in Great Britain, where most of 
Hie hospitals aie maintained out of voluntary contributions, any person 
is permitted to obtain expert advice even from Honorary Physicians and 
Surgeons during their consulting hours m the hospital on the payment, 
if not entirely free, of a very small fee to the hospital and not to the 
physicians and surgeons / If so, how is the Civil Surgeon, New Delhi, 
^fustified in demanding fees for consultation during hospital hours from 
out-patients ? 

(/) Do Government propose to find out how long and in how many 
eases the (.hvii Surgeon at the Municipal Hospital in New Delhi has 
received fees from out-patients for examining them during hospital honrs, 
and do Government propose to make him refund the amounts so received 
to the particular patients ? If not, why not ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) (c), (d) and (/). The Honourable 

Member question presumably refers to the practice in respect of out- 
patients. The position in New Delhi in regard to such patients is that, 
unless they are officials entitled to the services of the Civil Surgeon, they 
have to see the senior Assistant Surgeon who is in charge of the out- 
patients’ department. The Assistant Surgeon may consult the Civil 
Surgeon when necessary. If a non-official, who is not entitled to the Civil 
Surgeon’s services and who is in a position to pay a fee, insists on seeing 
the Civil Surgeon, he may be seen in the hospital and charged a fee not 
exceeding Ks. 16. Officials entitled to medical attendance by an officer 
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below the rank of Civil Surgeon have the right of aeeetoS to the Civil 
Surgeon, when necessary or when difficulty arises, and no fee^is demanded 
or expected. In the circumstances Covernmeut do not consider it neces- 
sary to make the enquiry suggested by the liunoiirable xMember in part (/) 
of his question. 

(Z?) There is no uniform practice in this matter. 

(e) The position in Great Britain is not as suggested by the Honour- 
able Member. In most hospitals an out-patient is examined by the 
hospital almoner as to his financial position before being admitted to the 
consulting room. When admitted, he has no choice of consultant but has 
to appear before the doctor or his assistant who may be on duty on that 
day. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I know', Sir, on what grounds a first class 
officer has the right of consulting the Civil Surgeon even for a slight ill- 
ness, while a subordinate officer has not got the same right ? What is 
the reason for this kind of discrimination ! 

Sii* Girja Shankar Bajpai : I-donh think my Honourable friend has 
quite appreciated the position. A subordinate official of the Government 
for a minor ailment is entitled to the services of an Assistant or Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon, as the case may be, but if either the Sub-Assistant 
Surgeon or tlie Assistant Surgeon feels that the character of the disease 
is such that the Civil Surgeon should be consulted, (he Civil Surgeon is 
consulted and renders his service free of charge. 

Mr. N. M, JosM : May I ask, Sir, whether it will not serve the pur- 
pose of economy if a first class officer goes to a subordinate medical officer 
for consulting about a minor ailment ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I don’t think that will be so, because, 
after all, if economy is the main objective, probably my friend will suggest 
that there should be a first class Civil Surgeon to do all the work, but 
inasmuch as there are only 24 hours in a day, I doubt very much whether 
that first class Surgeon could do it. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I know whether the Government of India will 
consider if it will not be proper to offer the services of tlie Civil Surgeon 
according to the nature of the malady, instead of according to the class 
of the officer ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Inasmuch as the existing arrangement 
seems to meet all reasonable requirements, Government don’t think it is 
necessary to consider a modification. 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai : May I kno^v if a non-official pays the 
fees and the Civil Surgeon examines him, will he examine him during 
hospital hours or after the hospital hours f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Ordinarily, private practice is done out- 
side hospital hours, but if there is a special case when a non-official goes 
to the hospital and seeks the assistance of the Civil Surgeon and it is held 
that he is in a position to pay the fee, in that case he is examined during 
hospital hours. 

Mr. I»alchand Navalrai i To whom is the fee paid then f Is it 
to the Civil Surgeon himself or to the Municipality or the Govern- 
ment ^ 
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Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : To the Civil Surgeon in the ease of the 
New Delhi Municipality. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; Does the Honourable Member know 
that, in other Government hospitais, Civil Surgeons, during hospital 
hours, examine patients without fees ? Will the Honourable Member 
advise the New Delhi Municipality or the Civil Surgeon there to conform 
to that practice which is followed in other provinces ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai ; I have already answered part (b) of my 
Honourable friend’s question, and I have said that there is no uniform' 
practice in this matter. 


Mr. T. S. A'vinashilingam Chettiar : Sir, may I, with your permission, 
ask this question, because Mr. Mathuradas Vissanji is not here ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Has the Honour- 
able Member got any authority from him ^ 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : No, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • Then he can- 
not ask that question 

Protection to the Cocoanut Industry in India. 

239 ’“'Mr. Mathuradas Vissanji : Will Government be pleased to 
state ; 

(a) whether they have received the recommendations of the Sub 
Committee appointed by the Imperial Council of Agricul- 
tural Research on Dr. Patel’s Report on the cocoanut 
industry in India and, if so, when ; 

(5) what action Government have taken on the recommendations 
of the Sub-Committee ; and 

(c) whether Government propose to take immediate action to 
afl'ord protection to the cocoanut industry in India ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhanunad Zafrullah Khan : (a) Yes. in 
February, 1935. 

(h) and (c). The recommendations of the sub-committee are still 
under the consideration of the Government of India. 

Refusal of Permission to Mr. Mohan Lal Saksena to visit the Cellular 

Jail at Port Blair. 

240 *Mr Sri Prakasa : (a) Is it a fact that Mr. Mohan Lal Saksena 
had applied for permission to visit the Cellular Jail at Port Blair and 
that Government refused to give the required permission ? 

(h) Is it also a fact that he had offered to go there at his own 
expense ?_ If so, will Government be pleased to state the reasons why 
the permission was refused ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Honourable Diwan Bahadur G. Narayana- 
sw&mi Chetti, C.I.E., recently paid a visit to the Andamans If so, will 
Government be pleased to state whether he was granted permission after 
Mr. Mob an Lal Saksena ’s application ? 
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(d) Will Grovernment be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the 
correspondence that passed between the Honourable Diwan Bahadur 
G*. Narayanaswami Ohetti, CJ.E., and (iovernnient in this connection } 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, I would refer the Honour able Member to my letter to 
Mr. Saksena of 27th April, 1935, a copy of which has been placed on the 
table of the House. 

(c) Yes. The Honourable Diwan Bahadur iL Narayanaswami Ohetti 
was granted permission long before Mr. Saksena 's application. 

(d) A copy of the correspondence with the Honourable Diwan 
Bahadur G. N. Ohetti on the subject of his visit to the Andamans is 
placed on the table of the House. 


Oop^ of a letter No, F, 60\S6~Jails, dated 27th AprU, 1935^ from the Government of 
Indm, Some Department j to Shn Mohan Lai Sahsena, M,L.A,j Advocate, Anunud- 
daiilah Parle, Lncknow, 

in your letter of April 17th you asked to be informed of the reasons which Ic* 
the Government of India to refuse your request for permission to go to Port Blair. 
The reasons are as follows : 

in your original request you stated that you had received a number of complaints 
regarding the treatment of prisoners in Port Blair. In reply to an enquiry from 
me you refused in your letter of March 29th to reveal what these complaints were 
and admitted that you had no evidence in support of them. The investigation of 
complaints in regard to the treatment of prisoners is essentially a matter for Govern- 
ment to take up themselves and the Government of India are always prepared lo 
undertake such investigation when speeihe complaints are brought to their notice. 
But to allow a non-ofhcial to visit the Settlement with the express object of enquii- 
ing into complaints, especially when they are unspeeitied and admittedly ea; parte, 
would in the opiiuon of Government encourage the presentation of such complaints by 
prisoners and would thus be highly prejudicial to jail discipline Government cannot, 
therefore, agree to give facilities to any individual for such a purpose 


Copy of a demirofficnal letter No. 1316\33 -Jails, dated the 30th October, 1933, from the 
Government of India, Some Department, to the Sononrahle Dewan Bahachn 
G N. ChetU, Member of the Council of State, 9, Windsor Place, Ncto Delhi, 

You approached the Honourable the Home Member in Bimla with a request that 
you might be allowed to visit the Andamans, in a private capacity and at >onr own 
expense, about Christmas time, so that you might have an opportunity of visiting the 
Celinlar Jail. Mr. J. W. ISmyth, the Chief Commissioner of the Andamans, is afc 
present in Delhi and is staying with the Honourable the Home Member at No, 2, Kina 
Hdwa.rd Koad. He will be leaving Delhi on Thursday evening The Honourable the 
Home Member has asked me to write to you and say that Mr. Smyth will be very 
glad to see you before he leaves Delhi and discuss with you your desire to visit th.* 
Andamans. Tf you would like to meet Mr. Smyth, perhaps you will write to him 
direct at JMo. 2, Hing JBdward Boad, and let him know when it would be convenient 
tor you to call upon him. 


Copy of a demn-offo^l letter No, D,Ad51\33<fails, dated the 20th November, U.93S, 
from the Government of India, Some Department, to the Honourable Dewan 
Bahadur G. N. Chetti, Member of the Coun&il of State, 9, Windsor Place, Nen 
Delhi, 

In continuation of my demi-official letter No. 1316 1 33- Jails, dated the 30th 
October, I write to inform you that the Government of India have no objection to 
your visiting the Andamans in a private capacity. The Chief Commissioner has sug- 
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gested that you should sail by the S. S. “ Maharaja on one or other of the two 
following trips ; 

1. Ijeave Calcutta . . . . . . . . December 10 

Arrive Port Blair . . . . . . . . December 13 

Deave Port Blair . . . . . . . . December 20 

Arrive Calcutta . . . . . . . . December 24 

2. Leave Calcutta . . . . . . . . December 31 

Arrive Port Blair . . . . . . . . January 3 

Leave Port Blair .. .. .. .. January 10 

Arrive Madras . . . * . . . . January 14 

2. The Agents of the !S. 8. “ Maharaja ' ' are Messrs. Turner, Morrison and 
Company, Calcutta, and,^ after you have decided the dates most suitable to you, you 
should write to them direct about accommodation. I am sending a copy of this letter 
to them so that there may be no difhculty in regard to accommodation. 


Mr. Sri Prakasa : Why was a discrimination made between the two 
gentlemen in the matter of granting permission to visit the Andamans ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the correspondence I am laying on the table. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Sir, I want a definite answer at once, because I 
want to base my supplementary questions on it. It will take some time 
for me to get the answer from the table of the House. Cannot the 
Honourable Member read out that correspondence 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • If the answer 
is to be found in the correspondence, the Chair thinks the Honourable 
Member can read the correspondence and afterwards put his supple- 
mentary questions. If the Honourable Member reads that correspondence, 
it is possible that supplemenatry questions may not be found necessary. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : That is impossible, Sir. 

Mr. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : May I know from the Honourable 
Member if a single reform has been effected within the prison walls on 
the advice given by Diwan Bahadur Narayanaswami Chettiar till now ^ 

Prof. H. G. Eaiiga : Not even butter milk is supplied to prisoners in 
Madras. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) The Honour- 
able Member cannot cany on a conversation like that 

Mr. M. Anantbasayanam Ayyangar : Yesterday it was slated that, 
on account of the special experience of the working of the Jail Adminis- 
tration, Diwan Bahadur Narayanaswami Chettiar possessed a special 
advantage, and, therefore, lie was given a passport to proceed to the 
Andamans. I am now asking the Honourable Member to state if, in all 
his experience, even a single reform has been effected as a result of the 
advice tendered by Diwan Bahadur Narayanaswami Chettiar ? Is there 
a single reform to the credit of Diwan Bahadur Narayanaswami 
Chettiar ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I think the gentleman in question 
has effected a great deal of reform in jail administration. 



702 


LBGlSItATIViiJ AS&BUBhW 


[iOTH Sep. 1935 . 


Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ajyejxgdx : 3Iay i know if even a single 
reforiii luis been eileeted in alx tile iniJlKnis ot‘ jaiLs iii this eouiiUw as a 
result of tlie advice given by Diwan Bahadur Xarayaiiaswanii Ohettiar ! 

Tke Honoixrable Sir Henry Craik : 1 do not think that arises out of 
this question, i hax>pen to know that the gentieniun in qiieNtioii has 
done a great deal esxieeially m regard to helping reieant^d priKSOners. 

Mir. M. Anantliasayanam Ayyangar : That is outside the jails. My 
question relates to reforms eitecled, if any, inside the jails. Released 
prisoners are no longer in jails. 1 want to know what additional com- 
forts or any other improvements in the amenities of life of the prisoners 
inside the jails have been made as a result of the advice tendered by 
Diwan Bahadur Narayanaswami Chettiar 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : That does not arise out of the 
answer I have given. If the Honourable Member wishes to have this 
information, he should put down a question on pax:)er. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : On what grounds was that 
gentleman chosen to go to the Andamans in x>reference to my Honour- 
able friend, Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena, who is a Slember of this House ? 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : He is a well-known loyalist I 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : I want to ask you, Sir, for the sake of informa- 
tion, whether, if I feel that any supplementary questions should be 
asked after reading the papers, I could put them tomorrw, or shall I 
have to wait and take my chance later 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : The Honour- 
able Member may ask any supplementary questions that may arise out 
of the eorresx>ondenco, lomorrow 

Traust Service between Gunim anb Katpabi anb Dhabmavaeam on the 
Habeas anb Southeen Maheatta Railway. 

243. M. Ananthasayanain Ayyangar : (a) Are Government 

aware that the train service between Gudiir and Katpadi and Dharmavaram 
on the MJadras and Southern Mahratta Railway, is very slow, and conse- 
quently bus service is flourishing and making good income to the detriment 
of the Railway income 1 

(1>) Are Government also aware that the third class carriages in use 
are all rickety, having doors opening outside and having no proper bolts 
and hinges ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the lavatories in the third class 
carriages are not provided with water, are not cleaned properly, are too 
small for free ingress and egress, and are highly insanitary ^ 

(d) Are Government prepared to take immediate steps to remedy 
these defects ? 

Mr*. P. E. Eau : {a) There are heavy gradients on each of the 
sections referred to, and all trains have to stop at every station. Owing 
to the light section rails in the track a more powerful engine is not 
available for use on these sections. Under these circumstances the 
speed of trains is restricted. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


703 


(h) No All trains running on those sections are composed of 
bogie stock. 

(c) No. Tanks of lavatories of third class carriages running on 
those sections are filled with water and the lavatories cleaned at six 
stations. 

{d) Government are forwarding a coxiy of the question and the 
answer to the Agent, Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, to see 
whether any steps can be taken to accelerate the service 

Prof. N G. Ranga : Are Government aware of the fact that latrines 
in these trains are in an abominable condition ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : No, Sir. T understand that they are cleaned at 
six stations out of eighteen. 

Construction op a Railway Line between Tirupati and Madras. 

242 M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Are Government 

aware of a resolution passed by the Bar Association, Tirupati, that the 
Tirupati Railway Station should be connected by metre gauge to Madras ? 

(h) Has not the line been surveyed and lands acquired for laying 
the railway at an enormous cost ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to take up the construction of the rail- 
way at an early date ? 

Mr. P. R Rau : (a) No 

(5) No land has been acquired. As I informed my Honourable 
friend in February last, the total cost of the survey is about Rs. 76,000. 

(c) The project is one of those being reconsidered at the present 
moment. 

Proposal to construct a Funicular Railway prom Tirupati to Tirumalai 
Hills in the Madras Presidency. 

248. '*Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Are Government 

aware of a proposal to construct a funicular railway from Tirupati to 
Tirumalai Hills vtd Chaiidragiri in the Madras Presidercy 

^ (i) Are Government aware that there is a lot of public opinion 
against it on the ground that the sanctity of the Tirumalai Plill would be 
destroyed and that town of Tirupati would sink into insignificance ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to take steps to prevent the construc- 
tion of such a railway ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) Yes 

(li) and (c) No. The proposal is one primarily for decision by 
tbe Government of Madinas 

Protection op Indians prom Air Raids. 

244. M.. Ananthasayanam A3ryangar : {a) Are Government 

aware that all countries in Europe and in the East are taking steps to 
pptect the civil population from air raids, in case of an air attack, by 
giving them mask drills ? 

Ltl951iAD R 
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(b) What steps, if any, are Goveriiinent taking in this direction to 
protect the people of India 

(c) Do Government propose taking any steps to improve their 
defence in case of a possible outbreak of war in Europe or in the East ! 

Mr. G, R. F. Tottenham : (a) Government understand that the 
Goveriiments of several countries have been studying tlie matter, but 
they have no px'eeise information as to the eYient to which they have 
been training their populations by means of gas mask drills. 

(h) and (c) Tie pos.'^d n: 1y ol* uir raids on India is remede at 
present, and no active measures to train the civil population in methods 
of protection are considered necessary. The Honourable Member may 
rest assured that iLe Government will take such steps as may be neces- 
sary, if the need arises. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : Is there any possibility of the Government of 
India thinking of throwing bombs on the civilian po])iilation outside the 
frontier ? They are already doing this on the frontier now. 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : C could not hear the Honourable Member’s 
quevStion. If he could speak a little slower and a little louder, I might be 
able to hear him. 

Prof. N. G, Ranga : Is there any possibility of the Government of 
India thinking of throwing bombs on the civilian population on this side 
of the frontier ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That does not 
arise. Next question. 

Eeeusal oe Permission to certain Persons to enter Quetta eor 

AFEORDING ReLEEE TO THE EARTHQUAKE SUEEERERS. 

245. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Why have Govern- 
ment refused permission to the Indian National Congress Secretaries and 
to Mahatma Gandhi to enter Quetta for affording relief to the earthquake 
sufferers ? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the Congress leaders rendered invaluable 
services to Bihar by giving relief to the earthquake sufferers ? 

(c) What steps have Government taken to see that no thefts are com- 
mitted of the properties of the earthquake sufferers at Quetta ? 

(d) What is the total value of the property recovered from out of 
the debris at Quetta, and how much of this was restored to the ovmers ? 

Mr. J. G, Acheson : (a) I would refer the Honourable Member to 
the answer given by the Honourable Sir Henry Craik to part (c) of Mr. 
Satyamurti^s starred auestion No 219 

(b) Yes, Sir, Government are aware of the services rendered by the 
Congress to the sufferers in the Bihar earthquake. 

(c) The Honourable Member's attention is invited to Chapters IV 
and VI of the pamphlet The Quetta Eartliouake, 1935 ", copies of which 
have been sent to all the Members of this House. 

It is not possible to estimate the total value of the property 
recovered from under the debris before the city was sealed, as the 
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property excavated was handed direct to the owners and no record was 
kept. Since the preliminaxy salvage has started within the sealed area, 
property valued at over rupees four lakhs has been handed over to the 
owners. 

Mr. M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What is the value of the 
articles still in the possession of G-overnment which have to be surrender- 
ed to the owners ? 

Mr, J. G. Acheson : I am afraid I cannot answer that question with- 
out notice. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Is i't a fact that one Mr. Hogg of 
the Boy Scouts was allowed Lo proceed to Quetta f 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I do not think that arises out of this question. 

Prjevention of the Export of Silver and a Eise in its Price. 

246. "^Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What steps do Govern- 
ment propose to take to prevent the export of silver and to prevent a ri&e 
in the price thereof ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I would invite the attention of 
the Honourable Member to the reply given by me to Mr. Satyamurti’s 
starred question No. 223 during the current Session 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : No, Sir When I asked that 
question, my Honourable friend said there was a question on the paper 
later which he would answer, and now he is asking me to go back to 
the answer which he gave to the first question. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The Honourable Member was 
referring to another question of his which appears later on, but if he 
wants me to answer the question before it has been reached, I will tell 
him here and now, that I do not propose to make any statement of any* 
kind of the subject of silver while the bullion market is in its present 
jumpy state. I do not desire to give the speculators any kind of lead 
in any direction. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : The Honourable Member 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : The Honour- 
able the Finance Member has said that he is not going to make any 
statement on the subject of silver. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : There is a question out of the 
vague answer that my Honourable friend has given. The Honourable 
Member who puts this question is not a speculator himself, I may assure 
him. I want the Honourable Member to state what steps have been 
taken till now to lower the price of silver, let alone the steps that have 
to be taken in the future f What steps have been taken till now to 
lower the price of silver ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The price of silver has been 
regulated by market conditions. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Has a very large quantity of 
silver been sold by the Government of India to reduce the price of 
silver f 

LlOoDAB b2 
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The HonouraMe Sir James Gtigg : That is a fiiicstion which I do 
not propose to answei*. 

Mr, M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : 1 am asking with regard to 
tlie sale that has already taken place, and not to the sale that may take 
place herearter. Have tiie Governnieiii of India already sold a large 
quantity of silver to bring down the price of silver 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Does the llonoiirabie Member 
mean before the present speculative rise m silver took place ? Of coarse, 
they did. Information about that appears in the annual reports of the 
Controller of Currency 

Mr. M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : May I know what quantities 
were sold f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I cannot say off-hand. You will 
find it in the Controller's report. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Was any quantity sold during 
the last three months f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is a question which I refuse 
to answer. 

Combine bob wobking the Gold Mines in the Nilgikis. 

247. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam A3^angar ; (a) Are Government 
aware that some Australian and London companies have entered into a 
combine for working the gold mines in the Niigiris ? 

(b) Have Government investigated the possibilities of opening up 
gold mines there ! 

(c) Do Government propose to take steps to start a company locally 
or to nationalise that industry ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) The Government of Madras 
report that an unregistered company, called the Wynaad Gold Develop- 
ment Company, Limited, with English and Australian Directorate H.as 
obtained permission to prospect for gold in ceiham private Janmam lands 
in the Niigiris. 

(b) Certain investigations were made in 1879 and 1901-1902. 

(c) No. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Why not ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : In all possibility it was not 
worth while. 

Prof. N, G. Eanga : Have Government ascertained whether it would 
be worth while or not ? 

The Honourable Mr, D. G Mitchell : The grade of the ore in that 
part of Madras is so low that, even with the present high prices of gold, 
there is no likelihood of its development being a paying proposition 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Then, what is the explanaiion 
of this private company coming in when there is no prospect of getting 
any profit ? 
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The Honourable Mr. D. &. Mitchell : The Honourable Member must 
remember that hope which springs eternal in the human breast and 
which has resulted probably m more money being spent on hunting 
and prospecting for gold than has ever been derived from the mining of 
it. 

Mr.^ M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What are the results of the in- 
vestigations of 1879 and the later year to which the Honourable Member 
referred f 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Complete failure One com- 
pany in particular obtained no gold whatsoever. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : I suppose this information is 
available to the persons who are floating the present company ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G Mitchell : I presume so. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Then, why are they floating a 
company of that kind 1 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Next question, 
No. 248 

Refusal of Permission to certain Persons to enter Quetta for 

AFFORDING RELIEF TO THE EARTHQUAKE SuEFERERS. 

248. "^Sardar Sams Singh : (a) Is it a fact that Mahatma Gandhi 
and Babu Rajendra Parshad, President of the Indian National Congress, 
applied to the authorities for permission to visit Quetta, after the earth- 
quake If so, what was the correspondence which passed between the 
Government and the gentlemen concerned ? Will Government lay the fail 
text of the correspondence on the table of this House ^ 

{!)) What w^ere the reasons which led Government to refuse permis- 
sion to Mahatma Gandhi and the President of the Indian National 
Congress ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Mr. Gandhi applied for 
such permission for himself and others Babu Rajendra Prasad applied 
for such permission for relief parties. Government would have no ob- 
jection to laying the correspondence on the table but have not the per- 
mission of the gentlemen concerned to do so. 

(h) 1 would refer the Honourable Member to the reply I gave to 
parts (h) and (c) of Mr Satyamurti’s starred question No. 219. 

Earthquake at Quetta in 1931 . 

249. Lalchana Navalrai : (a) Will Governmcni be pleased 
to state if there was an earthquake in Quetta in 1931 ? If so, how much 
loss of person and propertv did it cause ? 

(6) What steps did Government take in Quetta to guard against 
such incidents happening thereafter ? 

(c) Were any earthquake-proof buildings constructed at Quetta ? 
Were they private or public, and how far did they stand the recent 
dreadful earthquake at Quetta ? 
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Mr J G. Acheson : (a) The attentiou of the Honourable Member is 
invited to the answer given by the Honourable Mr. B._ B. Howell on the 
7th November, 1931, to parts (6) and (r) of his question No. 1245. 

{])) All public buildings constructed since 1931 have been built to 
earthquake-proof design. 

fc) They stood the recent earthquake very successfully. ‘Vs far as 
is known no private houses were constructed on earthquake-proof line.-. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know from the Honourable Memlier 
if he can give me an idea of the reply given by Mr. Howell in reply to 
part (a) ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : T have it here. It reads : 

“ The Honourable Member is reterreU to the communique issued by the Honour- 
able the -Agent to the Governor General in Baluchistan, dated the 29th August, 1931 
(which gave the particulars of the earthquake). 

In all, 104 deaths have been reported m Kaiat State territory and seven deaths 
in British Baluchistan The Central Jail, Kail way buildings and othei Government 
property at Mach were seriously damaged. At Quetta and Ziarat a considerable 
number of Government buildings were slightly damaged. In the Bolan pass neighbour 
hood, numerous Government buildings and also the Kailway and the road were 
seriously damaged, etc. 

The answer is rather long, but the portion I have read out gives sulti- 
cient indication of its nature. 

Prof N. G, Eanga : Why is it that no condition was imposed upon 
the private owners to see that they should build their houses only a»s 
earth-quake proof ? 

Mr. J G-. Acheson : Not that I am aware of. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Do the Government of India propose to impose 
any such condition for the construction of houses in future. 

Mr J. 6. Acheson : Such a proposal is under consideration 
Recent Earthquake at Quetta. 

250 "^Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to make a full statement as to the happening of the recent earthquake at 
Quetta, and state at what time it took place, what immediate ste])s 
Government took, and what arrangements were made for immediate help 
and succour to the people on account of the earthquake ? 

(h) At what time after the earthquake shock did Government, through 
the military and civil authorities, commence helping the people who were 
alive, and what help did they render to them ? 

(c) When was the digging out of people from under the debris com- 
ihenced and when was it stopped and why ? 

(d) How many persons were dug out, dead or alive, during the above 
period f 

(e) Was any outside help called for the purpose of bringing out 
people ? 

if) Did Government do anything to immediately import into Quetta 
outside labour and volunteers in order to help the military and to do 
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more extensive work of digging out people during the period it was being 
done ? If not, why not ? 

{g) Is it a fact that people and organizations from outside Smd and 
the Punjab volunteered to come to Quetta with any amount of labour, 
ppvisions and food-stuffs to dO' vrork in an organized, systematjc and 
disciplined manner under the control of the military ? If so, did Q-ov- 
ernment accept the offer ? If not, why not 

{h) Are Government aware that the opinion of the people and the 
Press has been that had the authorities requisitioned adequate, organized 
and disciplined , corps from outside and rushed them to Qtiotta within a 
day or two of the occurrence of the earthquake, not only thousands of 
lives would have been saved, but the ])ossibility of the alleged stench 
and danger of epidemic would have disappeared ’ Will Government be 
pleased to state full reasons for not so requisitioning 

{i) Is it a fact that responsible persons from Shikarpur actually 
oifered to go with volunteers, labour, provisions, and other necessaries ! 

(i) Is it a fact that they were permitted to do so and that they 
arranged for a special train and equipyied it, but the order was counter- 
manded and they could not carry out their wishes If so, why was the 
order changed ^ 

{h) Is it a fact that Government subsequently allowed fonr promi- 
inent citizens of Shikarpur, with attendants and provisions, to ])roceed to 
Quetta and also placed two wagons at their disposal for carrying supplies ? 

{1) Is it a fact that the party left Shikarpur but on reaching Jacob- 
abad, the Deputy Commissioner, who had received countermanding orders 
stopped them from proceeding to Quetta ^ How do Government ex- 
plain this action 

Mr. G. E F Tottenham : {a) to (/?). 1 think the Honourable Member 
will find tliese i^arts of his question answ^ered in the pamphlet The 
Quetta Earthquake, 1935 

{{) to (1). I lay on the table a statement based on information re- 
ceived from the local eivd anthordies which shows that the Honourable 
Member has been misinformed in some important respects. 


Statemmt, 

(d and ( 7 ). A band of about 12 volunteers, with provisions and money, left 
Shikarpur on the evening of the 31st May and reached Quetta, where they remained 
for about two weeks 

On June 1 st, Khan Bahadur Allahbakhsh, Mahomed Umar and the Hindu 
Panchayat, apparently after consulting the local authorities, collected a band of about 
50 volunteers, with provisions, money and necessaries, and wanted to send them by 
a special train. The local railway authorities were only prepared to attach an addi- 
tional coach to the ordinary tram ; but Khan Bahadur Allahbakhsh wired to the 
railway authorities at Karachi asking for a special tram In the meantime, orders 
were received from the military authorities at Quetta prohibiting movements to that 
place, and the railway authorities had, therefore to refuse the Khan Bahadur 
request. It is thus not true to say that a special train had been arranged and 
equipped. 

(Jc) and (1). The facts are as follows. On this occasion two wagons chartered 
by the persons mentioned above actually left Shikarpur, one attached to^ a goods 
train and the other to a passens-er tram. At Jaeobabad a deputation of Shikarpuris, 
headed by Khan Bahadur Allahbakhsh and containing two nrominent Sh^karnuri 
doctors, called on the District Magistrate, Jaeobabad, and asked to be allowed to 
proceed to Qfuetta for rebef work. Permission was granted ; but subsequently the 
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Dmiict j\lagistr;ite recowed inst nut ions fioin CJiudia not to allow niedieal leliel' 
pailitB, as tiie ainouiii ot medical uici in t^uoita N^as adequate. The Jii^trut Aiagihtiat<j 
met the paity at the laiivvay station and explained lo them that he could not let them 
proceed to l^uetla. They had already altached their goods ^’vagim to the tiam, and 
although the District Magistrate requested them to allow the wagon to proceed, they 
insisted on detaching it, as they themselves weie not allowed to go to Quetta. At 
a latei date, under instructions" fiom the A<lministiator, Bhikarpui, this wagon was 
re-booked to Quetta for free distribution to sufferers as a gift from the Siukarpui* 
Eelief Committee. 

There was an entirely separate party, consisting of tliiee persons (not four as 
stated in the question), which travelled from Slukaipur by the same jiasbcnger tram 
as Khan Bahadur Ailahbaklish and his paity. This party, the members of wdiich 
were Diwan Bahadur Murlidhar, Mr. Alibakhsii (not to be confused with Khan 
Bahadur Allahbakhsh) and Mr, Chainrai had recei\ed permission to proceed to Quetta 
and did so. They were also met by the Distiict ^lagistrate at the railway station at 
Jacobabad. They had no wagon. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know from the Honourable Member, 
witk regard to (6), wbetlier any outside help was called for the purpose 
of bringing out people alive ? 

Mr. Gr E F. Tottenham : If the Honourable Member would read ine 
pamphlet, he would iind the information there. 1 cannot lay my hands 
on the exact page, but it is there 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Can the Honourable Member give any idea 
whether outside help was called or not. 

Ktr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honourable 
Member should read the pamphlet 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : 1 have read the pamphlet, and I do not rind 
in it the answers to the questions I have put. May I know fx'om the 
Honourable Member if any additional help was called in to help the 
military in order to bring out people alive ? 

Mr. 6 R. F. Tottenham : T would refer the Honourable Member to 
page 12 of the pamphlet. 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai : May T know then from the Honourable 
Member if Mr. Hogg and his scouts were allowed to come in ^ 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : T would refer the Honourable Member to 
the bottom of page 12 of the pamphlet. It is all stated there. 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai : I find in the pamphlet that after the 3rd 
evening there was no possibility of finding people alive f May I know 
how it was not possible to find people alive ? 

Mr. G. R. F Tottenham : That is not stated in the pamphlet 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Is it not a fact that on the 3rd evening, they 
stopped the excavations on the ground that further people will not be 
found alive ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : No, Sir. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : What was the reason then ^ 

Mr. 6. R P. Tottenham : If the Honourable Member will wait for the 
nexi question, I will explain the reason. 
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Excavation Work at Quetta after the Earthquaice. 

251. Lalchaiid Navalrai : (a) Will Goveriimeht be pleased 
to state if any attempt was made at any time to resume the excavation 
work after it was stopped for the first time after the occurrence ol; the 
earthqualie in Quetta t If not, why not ? If so, when and for how 
long, and how many people were extricated from under the debris alive ! 

(h) Is it a fact that the digging work with a hope of bringing out 
people alive was stopped owing to medical and sanitary reasons ^ If so, 
who gave that opinion, what was it, and which was the highest authority 
which accepted that opinion ? 

(c) Why were not suitable sanitary precautions, such as are usually 
taken when dead bodies are exhumed, taken or gas masks used for fur- 
ther excavating the buried people ? 

Mr. G. E. F. Tottenham : (a) Regular excavation work in the city 
was suspended at night fall on the 3rd June, 1935 Street clearance was 
commenced early in July ; salavge of undamaged houses about the end 
of July ; and continuous excavation work early this month. 

it is not possible to state accurately how many persons were extri- 
cated alive. 

(h) Yes. The senior civil and military medical officers all agreed 
that to continue operations at that juncture would have involved the 
lisk of a serious outbreak of rlisea'se This opinion was accepted by the 
General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Command, who at that 
time was in chief civil as well as military command. It was endorsed 
a few days later by the Public Health Commissioner with the Govern- 
ment of India when he visited Quetta. 

(c) Regular excavation could not have been carried out even with 
the use of gas masks without grave danger of an outbreak of di'ier.se 
among the surviving population By that time the chance of anybody’s 
being alive in the debris was remote, while an epidemic among Lhe ?:nr- 
vivors would certainly have caused the loss of numerous lives, 

Mr. Lalchand Havalrai : May I know how it was considered that 
the chances of finding people alive were remote ^ 

Mr G E F. Tottenham : That was the experience of those who were 
working in the area at the time. 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai t Did these people realise that when they 
stopped excavations, there were many people alive ^ 

Mr G E. F Tottenham : T should like to know what anthority the 
Honourable Member has for that statement. People on the spot were 
satisfied that there was very little chance of finding anybody alive. 
During the last few hours of excavation work, I believe nobody was 
brought out alive. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Even if one man could have been 
saved, he should not have been allowed to die 

Mr. G. E F. Tottenham : The Honourable Member can make any 
statement he likes 
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Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon ; May I know wiieii inartial-iaA\’ \va»^ 
proclameci in Quetta ? 

Mr, C3*. E. F. Tottenham : There is another <£uestioii on that subject. 

Dr. T, S. S. Eajan : What is tlie epuleniic wlneli the uiedieai ofiic'crs 
were afraid of ? 

Mr. 6. R. F. Tottenham : Cholera, I believe. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : the lloiuMirable Member 

aware that for a week and more persons who were imheihied in eaidh 
in the Bihar earthquake, were found alive later on. 

Mr G“. R. F. Tottenham : That may have been so. 1 iiave no Informa- 
tion. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Why was the operation sus- 
pended witliin three days ? 

Mr. G*. R. P. Tottenham : The damage and devastation in the to'ty 
of Quetta was of a different character from the damage done in the 
comparatively small town^s and villages in Bihar. 

Mr. M, Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Have excavations been made 
since then for recovery of property from under the debris 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : I would refer the Honourable Member to 
the answer I have read out. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Is salvage work being done at present 
by the Government. 

Mr. G. E. F, Tottenham : There are other questions on thesiibiect 
which my Honourable friend, the Foreign Secretary, will be answering 
shortly. 

Mr. M, Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Would the recovery of pro- 
perty also have led to the outbreak of cholera 

Mr. G. E. P. Tottenham : There was grave risk of disease arising 
from the exposure of corpses lying under the debris. Whetlier excava- 
tions had taken place for the recovers^ of bodies or of property, Ihe 
danger would have been the same. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : May I know if excavation work 
was stopped as Government were short of hands ^ 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Not at all. 

Dr. T. S S, Eajan : Is not cholera a water borne disease ^ 

Mr. G, E. P. Tottenham : I am not a doctor, Sir. 

Dr. T. S. S. Eajan : To say that a decomposed body would give rise 
to cholera is against all scientific facts. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Was the nature of the damage done in Quetta 
different in nature to that done in the great city of Monghyr ^ 

Mr. G E. P Tottenham : I have no knowledge of the damage done 
there. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : As regards the outbreak of cholera, may ”! know the 
names of the medical ofScers who gave that opinion. 
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Mr. G. E F. Totteiiliam : The Honourable Member will find them in 
tins pamphlet. 

Mr. M. S Aney : Can the Honourable Member oblige me by giving 
me the names f 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : On what authority did the Honourable Member say 
tliat ilie damage done in Quetta was different from that in Bihar ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : On the basis of facts, Sir. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : But did not the Honourable gentleman say that 
he had no knowledge of the damage done in Bihar ? 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai : May I know from the Honourable Member 
whether, when the excavations were made for finding out the property; 
cholera raged there then or not 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : The excavations were made after due 
precautions had been taken, and the danger of disease, I understand, is 
now less, because a large number of the corpses have dried up. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if no precautions would have 
availed at that time ? Would any precautions not have availed at the 
time after the 3rd of that month 

Mr G E F. Tottenham : I have answered that in reply to part (e) 
of the Honourable Member’s original question. 

Alleged Disappeabance op cebtain Peesons apteb the Eaethquake at 

Quetta. 

2o2. "‘'Ml'. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Is it a fact that some iieople, 
including some women, were taken to the Relief Camp immediately 
aft^r the earthquake at Quetta ^ If so, had they any ornaments and 
valuable on their person, and how were they disposed of 

(&) Is it a fact that some persons, including certain women, dis- 
appeared after they were secured from under the debris ? 

(' ) Were they traced subsequently f What steps did Government 
take to find them out ^ 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : {a) Hundreds of people of both sexes were 
taken in lorries to the Relief Camp soon after the Earthquake and a 
very large number went there on foot It is naturally quite impossible 
to say what ornaments or valuables they had in their possession nor how 
they disposed of them, 

(i) and (c). As far as is known no persons disappeared after being 
diiGf out from the debris. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know from the Honourable Member 
whether, when these people were taken to the hospital, the ornaments 
on the persons of the women were removed or not ^ 

Mr G E. F. Tottenham : Certainly not. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Where did they go, then ? They must 
have had some ornaments, — or they had no ornaments at all ? If there 
were no ornaments, where did they go ? 

(No answer.) 
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Seth CJovmd Das : Did those ornaments then go into the pockets 
of (lie (loYcrninent servants 

(Crif^ of Order, order 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Bii% the Honourable Member is not answer- 
ing my question. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Eahini) : Apparently 
the Honourable ]\Iember is not in a position to answer it. 

CHILDEElSr SECURED AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE AT QUETTA. 

253. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Were any children secured on 
the night of the earthquake at Quetta and thereafter ? If so, how many 
were males and how many females, and how were they disposed of f 

(6) Were there any unclaimed children and orphans in charge of 
Government ^ If so, how have they been disposed of ? 

Mr. G. E. P. Tottenham : (a) and (5). Many children were rescued 
and left the city with their parents or relatives, but I am unable to give 
their numbers As far as is known only one orphan, a Smdhi girl, was 
found She was admitted to the Race Course Hospital on the 2nd June 
and Avas subsequently sent to the Shikarpur Orphanage. Twenty-two 
Muslim orphans, who were living in the Quetta Muslim Orphanage, were 
j*emoved to the Lahore Orphanage on the 2nd June, 1935. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Were there no orphans admitted to hos- 
pitals, and, if so, where were they then sent ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : I have just given the information in reply 
to the Honourable Member’s question. 

Casualties during the Earthquake at Quetta Aisno Value of the 

Property lost. 

254. ’^Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state how many people in all were killed during the earthquake at 
Quelta, and how much property was lost ? 

(h) How many Europeans, civil and military, were killed and 
injured, respectively ^ 

(c) How many of them were secured alive from under the debris, 
and when was excavation made for them, and for how long ? 

id) Were any Europeans sent away to Europe ! If so, what was 
their number, and when were they sent ? 

Mr. 6 E. P. Tottenham : (a) As regards the first part, the Honour- 
able lylember’s attention is invited to page 1 of the pamplilet The 
Quetta Earthquake, 1935 ”, a copy of which was sent to him on the 29th 
August, 1935. 

As regards the second part, it is impossible to estimate the value of 
the property lost, but in Quetta city alone, approximately fifteen thousand 
shops and houses were destroyed or badly damaged. 
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(ft) The approximate numbers are : 



Killed Injtired. 

{%) Army 

11 

30 

(ii) Eoyal Air Force 

56 

132 

(in) Civil 

90 

59 

(iv) North Western Railway 

95 

27 

Total 

.. 252 

248 

(c) The approximate numbers are *. 



Army 

.. 22 


Royal Air Force 

. . 83 


Civil 

. . 56 

These figures do not 



include many 


Europeans wiio 
were able to ex- 
tricate themselves 
or were rescued by 
their servants 

before oirganised, 
rescue parties 
arrived. 

It is impossible to say in each case when excavation began and how 
long it lasted. 

(d) Yes, 1,176 They were provided with passages as soon as accom- 
modation m steamers Avas available for them. The ma;]ority were sent 
in a specially charlered ship on the 21st June, 1935. Some had to be 
detained until fit to travel 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What was the total popula- 
tion of Europeans in Quetta at the date of this earthquake ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : I do not know, Sir. 

Salvage of Peopeety at Quetta aftee the Eaethquake. 

255. "Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) When did the salvage of pro- 
perty commence at Quetta after the earthquake, and how long did it 
last f 

(S) How much property was secured during the salvage work and 
what was the cost incurred for doing so ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a persistent and earnest demand was made 
for an early salvage ? If so, why was it refused ? 

(i) Are Government aware that the traders of Quetta, particularly 
Shikarpiir Uankers, bad a great stake and is it a fact that they re(|uested 
for very early excavation of their documents and valuable securities, but 
the request was rejected ? If so, why ? When were such excavations 
made after all f 
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Mr. Gr. E. F. Tottenham : (a) The salvage of certain essential items, 
sneli as food and petrol, began immediately after the earthquake. On 
the fifth day it had to be confined to selected areas owing to the danger 
of iiifeelion,' and operations in the city area were suspended for this reason. 
The Honourable Member is referred to the Comnuiniques issued on the 
10th and 30th July and the 30th August regarding the resumption of 
salvage operations 

(6) Government have no ])recise information as to the value of the 
large amount of property that has been salved or the cost of salving it. 

(c) and (d). Such demands as 'were made for early salvage had to be 
refused for the reasons explained in the answer to part (a). The rescue 
of human beings rather than of property was naturally the first concern 
of the authorities. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if excavations have now been 
made for the purpose of salvaging the documents and securities or not ! 

Mr. G. E. F. Tottenham : If the Honourable Member will read the 
communiques to which I have referred in part (a) of my answer, he will 
find what has, and has not yet, been done in this matter. 

Mr, M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Is there no list maintained of 
property recovered from the debris ^ 

Mr. G. R. F, Tottenham : Does the Honourable Member wish to 
know whether a list of property owners is maintained ? 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : A list of the property re- 
covered. 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Yes, I believe very careful lists are 
maintained. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Why then are Government not able to 
•estimate the value of the property recovered ? 

Mr. G, R. F. Tottenham : My Honourable friend, the Foreign ^Seere- 
tary, has already stated the value of the property which has been recovered 
since the regular excavation work began a few weeks ago. That, amounts. 
I beheve, to something between rupees four and five lakhs. We have no 
definite information as to the value and amount of property that was 
recovered in the earlier days, directly after the earthquake took place. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : In the earlier stages, was the 
property salvaged handed over without any receipt, irrespective of the 
claims of the rightful owners ^ 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Just after the earthquake, a number of 
owners of property w^ere able to go and take over their property them- 
selves, and no precise record, I imagine, was kept of those transactions. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Are Government assured that 
whatever property came into the hands of the relief workers were passed 
to the rightful owners ? 

Mr. G R, F. Tottenham : Every possible precaution is being taken 
and every possible step is being taken to see that property is restored 
as far as possible and as quickly as possible, to its rightful owners. 
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Ee-Buildino of Quetta. 

256. ^Mr. Lalcliaiid Navalrai : (a) Do Goverument propose to 

re-build Quetta ? If so, at what place, under what plan and with what 
safety ? 

(h) What precautions do Government propose to take to mitigate 
loss of person and property from any earthquake in future in the 
Quetta area ? 

Mr. G. E. F. Tottenham : (a) and {h). The Honourable Member's 
attention is invited to Chapter VIII of the pamphlet The Quetta Earth- 
quake, 1935 ", copies of which were sent to ail Members of this House 
on the 29th August, 1935. The whole matter is still under consideration. 

Mr M. Ananthasayanam Ayyanger : With reference to the state- 
ment of the Honourable Member in connection with the previous question 
as to the loss of life among the European civil and military officers there, 
may I know^ for the information of the House whether the houses that 
have been built for European civil and military officers were of a different 
type and earthquake-proof ? 

Mr. G. E. F. Tottenham : No, Sir. Before this earthquake, there 
were no earthquake-proof constructions in Quetta, apart from the few 
buildings that were built on earthquake-proof lines between 1931, when 
the last earthqual^e took place, and 1935 : and none of those buildings, 
as far as I am aware, were buildings for military officers ; they were 
mostly, I think, for railway officers. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Then, how does the Honour- 
able Member account for the lesser loss of life among the European mili- 
tary and civil officers ? 

Mr G. E. F Tottenham : The main reason was that the buildings 
in the city were extremely badly constructed ; they had no proper mortar, 
and so forth. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know, since Quetta is still shaking, 
whether on that account Quetta would be removed from its present site, 
and. if so, where ? 

Mr G. E. F. Tottenham : 1 cannot give any further information on 
that point. The matter is still under consideration at the moment. 

THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The House will 
now resume consideration of the following motion 

12 Noox. moved by the Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 

“ Tbat the Bill to amend the Onminai Daw be taken into eonsiderationP ' 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I was 
rather disappointed when T heard the speech of the Honourable the 
Home Member. It seemed that the Honourable Sir Henry Craik was 
treading upon fresh ground and he had no knowledge of the past, the 
CQTTimitTnents of his predecessors, Sir James Crerar and Sir Harrv Haig. 
When the Emergency Press measure was first introduced in 1931, Sir 
James Crerar gave a definite assurance to the House that the Bill was a 
temporary measure and it was only aimed at terrorist crimes and terrorist 
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(Mr. B. Das.l 

Eioveineiits. Thereafter, not only Sir Jamefcj Crerar, but iii« sU'T^eo.ssor, Sir 
ItaiTT liaig, repeated that assurauee and he evtni gave the asMiranee to 
tlie House that the Press Emergen ey Act whieli was ineorporaud in the 
Ordinance Act of 1932 would be withdrawn in time. But, since tlitni, the 
Ilonourabie Sir Henry Oraik has discovered new sins on the pari of us, 
Indians, and he wants to perpetuate this Act. Last year, when he was a 
fresh Member to this House, he said that India had two public enemies — 
public enemy No 1, the terrorist, and public enemy No. 2, the Commuidst. 
But this 3 mar, very obviously, he has discovered public enemy No. 3, which 
is the communal dissenter. If I know the way in which his mentality k 
working, I will not be surprised if, in the near future, he discovers another 
public "enemy, which will be called public enemy No. 4, namely ''the 
contempts of the High Courts in India i will, later on, try to show 
that the High Courts in India are siding with the executive and making 
us believe that Indians cannot expect the British sense of justice any 
more fr<mi the Indian High Courts 

Sir, I must take this opportunity of offering my congratulations to 
Mr. Griffiths for his able maiden speech. This is the second time that 
Bengal lias sent us a civilian — ^the first was the Irish civilian, Mr. 
Doimvan — who can make a fine speech. But I was very much surprised 
to find that both Mr. Griffiths and Sir Plenry Craik were trotting out the 
same old arguments of 1930-31. They had no fresh arguments to put 
forward as lo why this Press Emergency Act and this Ordinances Act 
should be perpetuated. There was nothing new in all the arguments that 
Mr Griffiths brought forward and for which he ivas cheered by the hench- 
men of the Government sitting on the other side of the House. All those 
arguments were repeated ad 7iauseam by Sir James Crerar and Sir Harry 
Haig and the then supporters of Government. Not a single new fact was 
brought out by the Home Member or even by his able supporter from 
Midna])ore. I -would ask Mr. Griffitlis — I am sorry he is not present in 
the House — ^vdiether he read the speeches of Mr. K. C Neogy and 
Mr. S. C. Mitra on the cpiestion of the Dacca riots and the Midnapoi^e riots 
at the time when the Bengal Ordinance Bills were discussed ami passed, 
and the various tragedies that were perpetrated by the Bureaucracy in 
Bengal by those Black and Tan methods ? I challenge also Mr. Giuffitijs, 
including the Home Member, to tell me why the Nelson Committee’s report 
was not published. Why is it that the Adami Committee’s report on the 
Dacca riots was not published ? The Adami Committee was appointed 
to inqu’ce into the troubles of Dacca, and 1 believe at that time Mr. Griffiths 
was ill Dacca. Very likely he was the Diwan of the Nawab of Dac(‘a when 
the iiots Took place at Kahmatpur and other places T want to know why 
those two reports were not published Sir Harry Haig gave us an assur- 
ance on the floor of the House that a Government Committee was being 
appointed to inquire into the causes of the Dacca riots. That report never 
saw the light of the day. When the predecessor of the present Home 
Member was questioned, he began to reply in a roundabout way. Gov- 
ernment did not publish those two reports because they knew that] if those 
two reports would see the light of the day, the Bengal Government, the 
Bengal executive and the Bengal police would stand condemned, not only 
before tlic people of India, but before the civilked nations of the wmrld. 
That was the reason why those two reports were not published. The same 
remarks also apply to the report of the Government Committee in connec- 
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lion with the riots in the Hijii camp, which also did not see the light of the 
day. I liope, when the Home Member stands up to justify his unjustifi- 
able position, he will be good enough to say why those three reports were 
uev^'er published. Sir, I will only ask the Honourable the Home Member, 
who is so very new to the Bengal politics and the mysterious dealings of 
the Bengal administration, to revise ins memory by reading the debates 
that took place on the flloor of the House and, though I am not a Bengali, 
the impression that was left on my mind tvas that the Bengal Government 
was overdoing the ease. 

Sir, one must seek the grounds why Government ivant to perpetuate 
this legislation. ^ The Honourable the Home Member has dropped a hint. 
He wants to give a certain amount of security to the new Ministers. 
Whether the new Ministers will have any power or whether the Bureau- 
cracy, the Civil Service, will control the new Ministers under the new 
dispensation of provincial autonomy or whether the.v want io continue 
the present system of autocratic administration, are points jn tvlucn I 
do not wish to express any opinion. But I do wish to say this that the 
Goverr.menl of India are not anxious so much for tlie new Ministers as to 
enable their followers, the Civil Service, to eonliniie the present system 
of administration. I want to know how is it that, whenever (he Govern* 
menl of India introduce a Criminal La\\ Amendment Bill on the floor 
of this House, red leaflets and red placards are always civculaled in 
Ciiittagong and placards are posted ail over the town ^ Here is a cutting 
I have got from the Hinchistan Times which says that the northern 
quarter of the towm of Chittagong was plastered with red leaflets m 
Bengali wliicli "were removed by the police As far as I know — and I 
would like to be corrected by the Honourable the Home Member if I am 
wrong — there is martial law in Chittagong and ng_ Bengali youth can 
go out after the evening. This very thing happened in 1931 and 1932 
when this House discussed similar measures. Sir, the public suspicion 
is, and we have often given expression to this, that the police is behind 
all these. The police and the military are controlling the Chittagong 
to-vn and there are curfew orders there ; and, yet, in the night, some 
youths -svere able to go out and ])Ut these placards all over the town. This 
is very surprising indeed 1 It only shows the methods that are adopted 
by the Bureaucracy and the alien Government to justify their case. 

Sir, the Anmta Bazar Pa triha has published a Government circular 
which leads me to infer what is behind the Government mind in perpetuat- 
ing tliis Ordinances Act This is the circular issued by the District In- 
teiligenc'fc Branch Institute of Bengal. I am glad that my Honourable 
friend, Idr. Griffiths, is here and he will justify this circular if he gets 
anotiier chance to speak on this Bill and he ivill justify the action which 
his Government has taken. This circular which the police in Bengal 
circulated to their underlinks of the police department reads thus : 

At the instance ot Pandit Madaii Mohan Maiaviya, a new party has grown 
up under the caption ot ‘ Congress Nationalist Party ^ In Bengal, its nominees have 
swept all the polls in the recent Assembly elections, defeating their rival candidates 
set up by the Congress Parliamentary Board of Dr. B. 0. Roy. The Congress 
Nationalist Party aims at the rejection of the Communal Award and the Wiiite Paper. 
Whether any members are being enrolled In the Nationalist Party or any organisa- 
tion supporting them is being set up, you would intimate accordingly. Henceforth, 
any enrolment of Congress members or organizing Congress activities should be men- 
tionec* in your weekly eonhdential reports.’' 

L19oDAD C 
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Sir. this shows what the Bengal (i-overnmeiit lias in niiml, and if the 
Honourable the Home Member is still exercising huperiiiteiideiiee and con- 
trol occr the G-overiiment of Bengal, then, i think the ituveriiiucni of 
India is a party to this kind of circular to tiie departmental myimidoiis 
in Bengal. 1 hope, when my lionourabie friend, the Deputy President, 
rises to speak on behalf of Bengal, he would like to tell us how the police 
are harassing the Xationalist Party and the Congress orgaiil.salions in 
Bengal, so that my Honourable fineud, Sir Henry (Vaik^s secret ambition, 
that the Minisiers under the new regime should be all toadies and not 
natiomdisls, would be fructified. This shows lhai the (Tovenimeiit have 
got a d.eeper policy. A new Home Member comes and repudiates what 
his pi'cdecessor has said in the past, namely, that this measure would not 
coritiniie permanently and that this measure would aim at only terrorist 

crimPvS 

Sir, I have often condemned, on the floor of the House, terrmnst crimes, 
and Sir Harry Ilaig, while he was a Member of tins House, agreed in the 
end wirb ilie tTOverninent of Bengal and -wanted that the Government of 
India and the Government of Bengal should collaborate in finding employ- 
ment ior the unemployed and they should find tOe energies of these youths 
diverted from teiTorisl crimes My IJonouralde friend, Mr. Sarum, talked 
of Sir George Anderson's speech. I take this opportunity to refer lo 
M]\ Sarma’s speech just a second. It seems Mr. Sarma made an excur- 
sion last year to England and hob-nobbed with the high and mighty in 
the India Office and gave banquets wiiieli were all well-known. But he 
seems to have had no time to acquaint himself with the British public, and, 
therefore, he took shelter as a speaker on the floor of this House and 
insulted 1lie intelligence of the British public that they do not read the 
British press and that public opinion is not shaped by the Britim press. 
If I -were an Englishman, I would feel indignant at such a statement coming 
from anybody, and I believe my Honourable friend, Mr. Sarma, got an 
embrace from the Honourable the Home Slember which he was eagerly 
looking forward. Well, Sir, the Honourable the Home Member might 
embrace Mr. Sarma, but no Britisher, proud of bis nation and of the 
liberties of the British press, would embrace Mr Sarma, rather would 
detest his speech. If His Excellency Sir George Anderson, at this late 
stage, wmnts that the detenus should be trained in agricultural activities 
and opportunities should be found for them as to how to live in the 
pursuit of agriculture, I want to know what did the Government of India 
and the Government of Bengal do in the past, and why did they not think 
of solving this so-called problem of nnemployment, whether it is among 
the educated classes of Bengal or amongst the unemployed workers in 
Bombay whom the Honourable the Home Member dubs as Communists. 
The Meerut Conspiracy Case proved that there is very little justification 
for thinking that there is any widespread movement of Communism in 
India, I read Communist books and I believe the Honourable Sir Henry 
Craik in his leisure moments may be reading those books just to enligliten 
his soul and spirit. That does not mean that the soil of India is suitable 
for the spread of Communism. J challenged the Honourable the Home 
Member last Session whether he wmts to condemn Socialism as a public 
enemy of India, and he did say, no, he had no aim at Socialism. T know 
in Iiivdia there is the Socialist Party growing inside the very Congress to 
which I belong. If it is honest and pure Socialism, the" Socialism of 
Pandit Jaw'ahir Lai Nehru, I have nothing to quarrel with ; but to raise 
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tins bogey of Communism to perpetuate measures that will give a handle 
to fciie lieutenants of Government to do anything they like, to pursue 
Biaek and Tan methods winch they pursued in Ireland jast befoie 
De’\TiIera freed Ireland from the yoke of England, then, Sir, I i-oiidemn 
the aeiioii of the Government. 

i sjiould like to allude to one tiling more. The Honourable the Home 
Member talked about the friendly and the unfriendly presses. As an 
old Member of this House, I know and I have been accustomed to see 
Home Members in the past taking all the press into their eonfidence and 
laiLing to them. Somehow, the Honourable the Home Member, bir 
Henry Craik, experienced as he is, tried to flirt with the Hmdii of Madras 
ami invited the only Indian representative of that paper. He did not 
invite the representatives of the other papeis, not even the representa- 
tives ol' ihe Associated Pi ess of India or the United Press or the Free 
Press of India. This new system of flirtation will not do any good. I 
do not knov whethei- the Honourable tiie Home Member read that speech 
of the late Mr. A liUngaswanii Iyengar while he presided over the All- 
India Journalistic Confeieiice in 1931 and where he condemned the Press 
Ordinance that was introduced in 1930. So, if the Honourable the Home 
Member thinks that by setting one particular section against another 
section of the Indian press, he will try to create dissension amongst the 
Indian press, he will be thoroughly disillusioned His predecessors did 
the same They caused communal dissension which he now calls Public 
Enemy No. 3. If there is communal dilference in India, as my Honoiu'able 
friend, Dr Deshraukh, has already pointed out, T blame the Go'/eniment 
for il. I do not say that ilie Honourable Sir Henry Craik was a party 
to it. lie might have lieen a party to it in the Punjab, I do not know any- 
thing aboiu his work in the Punjab. But I, w’-ho bas been here for the last 
12 years, know how Ihe policy of the diflerent Home Members has caused 
this deep, comniunal tension. Well, the story has ended. My Muham- 
madan brethren have got the Communal Award and they are satisfied with 
it, and they are not going to play any more into the hands of the Go\ern» 
merit and play their tune. So, I submit that Government cannot set 
a nationalist paper like the Hindu against the other press so that there 
will be dissension and they can get help from an unexpected (quarter 
where no Government will expect help. I congratulate, rather I pity, 
the Go•^’'ernment of India for having p^ostponed my Bill to rei)eal the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908, to another date. It is coming on 
the of this month I should have thought that Government had a 
gram of common sense. Yfhy did Government originally fix the 3id 
instant as the non-official day for Bills f While the ballot box was 
placed on the table outside the Chamber, and while most of us signed 
our names in the numbered list, suddenly a fatwa comes m in the name 
of the Governor General to the effect that the non-official day has been 
changed from the 3rd to the 24th. I submit that either the Governor 
General has not discharged his responsibility or that he is incompetent 
to discharge his responsibility, because, why was it done on the day when 
the ballot box was placed on the table for Members to sign their names 
in that register. That shows the incompetency of the Governor General 
and his advisers, whether they are the whole Executive Council or only 
one ]\iember is involved in it 

Sir, I told the Honourable Member that he would create in a year or 
so public enemy No. 4 in the matter of legislating for contempt of Courts. 

L195IiAD c2 
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Only yesterda^L I got from my esteeimnl friend, Mr. L\ Y. riuntamaiii, a 
copy of an editorial which was published alxmt certain contempt of 
Court created through an article in his paper. We,^ who behuig to the 
eastern part of India, were surprised at the punislimeut of that great 
editor, Mr. Tusliar Kanti Gbosli of the Amrita Bazar Palnka who was 
punished by the High Court of Calcutta for a slight error, nliicli may be 
called contempt of Court. Sir, I am not a lawyer and 1 am not afraid 
of speaking out boldly even against the Indian High idrarls which aie at 
present functioning as part of the executive Government. The 1. C. S. 
men are going to be High Court Judges perpetually, — so i1 is p!‘ovided in 
the Government of India Act. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahiin) : The Honour- 
able gentleman is perhaps wandering far away from the Bill. 

Mr. B. Das : Yes, Sir, but I am giving the necessary advice as to 
what will come next year 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : There are 
other Honourable Members who desire to speak on the Bill itself. 

Mr. B. Das : So, Sir I have no hope from this Government or the 
High Courts. The High Courts have fallen in my estimation and in the 
estimation of the Indian public, because they do not administer justice 
aiM they misrepresent justice in India and identify themselves with the 
executive 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : The Chair will 
not allow the Honourable Member to make these reflections on the High 
Courts. 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, what this Government want is permanent protec- 
tion. They have got it through the Government of India Act in tlie 
shape of safeguards. And, only three days ago, the Honourable the 
Finance Member said that an industry which required permanent pro- 
tection had no right to exist. I would repeat the same admonition ; T 
would say that a Government which wants permanent and perpetual 
protection, whether by means of safeguards or by means of Ordinance 
Bills or Press Laws, has no right to exist, and, therefore, I ask them to 
get out of this country. 

Dr. R. D. Dalai (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, in supporting the 
motion moved by the tionourable the Home .Member to take into con- 
sideration the Criminal Law Amendment Bill, I desire to refer to some 
of the general considerations of the Bill ; and, in doing so, I shall occupy 
the attention of this Honourable House for only a few minutes. In the 
flrst place, I congratulate the Honourable the Home Member on bringing 
forward this- Bill in the interests of public security and tranquillity — in 
the interests of the peaceful development of the country and the liberty 
of the action of individuals in the political, social, and economic sphere. 
This Bill proposes to replace the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1932, 
which is due to expire on the 18th December, 1935. Sir, I confess that 
this Bill has evoked a good deal of opposition from the Honourable 
Members opposite, and I am conscious that more dissentient voices wdll be 
raised. But I submit that all legislation is unpopular with somebody ; 
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and Hononrable Members mnst be aware of the most salutary measures 
denounced as iniquitous at the time of their introduction and of the 
Government savagely abused for the passing of the Acts, which were 
afterwards extolled and applauded as their principal title to fame. 

Now, Sir, I shall just say one word as regards the Civil Dis- 
obedience Movement, and I shall then pass to an important item, namely, 
the control of the press. 

Sir, I respectfully ask, does any right-minded Indian desire to return 
to the dreadful conditions of 1930 Civil Disobedience Campaign, namely, 
the horrible carnage and bloodshed of Cawnpore, the ghastly tragedies at 
Sholapur, the dislocation of trade and business, hartals, frenzied appeals 
to boycott and obstruction, raids on salt pans, the looting and burning of 
foreign goods, corrupting frontier tribes, murder, rape and arson f If 
there is one thing which the people of India desire, it is to be saved from 
the horrors of 1930. The Congress has time and again declared that the 
fdvil DLsobedi<mte ivlovemenl may be revived any time, the object being 
to destroy the law, and to paralyse and coerce the Government, and to 
intimidate and coerce those individuals who do not agree with the Con- 
gress. The behaviour of the extremists cannot be depended upon The 
Civil Disobedience Movement was started for the second rime on quite 
inadequate grounds ; and if these powers are relaxed, it is just^ possible 
that the Civil Disobedience Movement may be started for the third time. 
Further, Mr. Gandhi, Leader of the Congress, has time and again declared 
that Civil Disobedience is with him an article of faith. Furthermore, 
four or five days back, on the 5th September, my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Satyamurti, Secretary of the Congress Party, solemnly admitted that 
Cml Disobedience would never be abandoned. For these reasons T have 
reluctantly come to the conclusion that it is unwise to omit from the new 
lAct the sections which expressly refer to the Civil Disobedience Move- 
ment — ^this subversive movement, which is the denial to democracy, an 
enemy of freedom, and an obstacle to reform. 

Sir, I submit that no innocent law'-ahiding person has any reason to 
fear the effect of the provisions of this Bill ; and the honest and well- 
conducted press has nothing to fear from this Bill. ^ These powers are 
necessary owing to proved ineffectiveness of the existing law. Prosecu- 
tion for‘ sedition is a slow, complicated, elaborate proceeding, and even 
when a conviction is obtained, it is obtained against a man of straw 
The editor, wdio actually directs and inspires the policy of the paper and 
who writes seditious articles, sits quietly, easily, safely, and comfortably 
in the background. Of course Government can publish a contradiction 
in a communique, but the mischief is already done by the original false 
statement or insinuation. Sir, the consistent policy of Government has 
been to maintain the Indian press as free from control as possible ; but 
circumstances have compelled Government to impose or to re-impose 
executive control. The liberty to print attacks on Government, to 
impute evil motives to Government, to incite to refusal to pay or to acts 
of violence — this liberty is surely not the true freedom of the press, 
iifuch has been said as to restricting and curbing and curtailing the 
liberty of the press ; hut I submit that liberty k more easily destroyed 
by those who abuse it than by those who restrict it T confess that the 
Indian press, especially the vernacular press, has played a very important 
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part in creating public opinion and interest in political affairs amongst 
the masses. But a great deal of mischief that has been created i.s dne to 
the vapourings and vagaries of the vernacular ])ress. Ian\ies.sness, (*ori- 
munal bias, hatred between the different connnuniiies. Hindu-Mo.sle?u 
riots, all these are mostly due to the vernactilar press. The Indian 
National Congress is admitlediy the .stisuigest jnni best organi.sed political 
force in India , and the Congress has niuiuestiomibly sueeeedml m rousing 
the masses. This success is mainly due to the vernactilar press. There 
is no doubt that in the past a torrent of misrepresentation, jierversiun. 
and sheer invention has poured from the vinmaeular press : and the ver- 
nacular newspapers have encouraged the spirit of lawlessness Iiy praising 
to the skies every nianifestalion of defiance of the law ; what is more they 
have stimulated the lower ]tassions of their readers iiy e\a‘ry means rang- 
ing from salacious advertisement to the condonation of murder. Now, 
Sir,_ with your permission, I shall refer io the bomb explosion in the 
Legislative Assembly Chamber at New Delhi. That dastardly outrage 
was perpetrated on the 8th April, 1929. 

Mr. Sri Prakasp^ fAllahaliad and ■Jl'.‘"'si D’visif-.'s . Xon-lluham- 
madan Rural ) • Can that be 'prevented by tliis Bill 

Dr. E. D. Dalai : My cousin — Sir Bamonji Dalai was seriously injured 
as a result of that bomb explosion. Holding strongly as 1 do the v'ow 
that the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1982 has exeided a ]iowerfnl 
deterrent iniluenoe and in view of what has happened to my family, I 
r^ard the press provisions with much gratification, because 1 am ' con- 
vinced that the idea of that Delhi bomb explosion was nurtured as a 
result of seditious writings. 

_ Now, Sir, with your permission, I shall state very briefly how seditious 
writings become disseminated in rural areas T was one of Secretary of 
State’s doctors for plague duty in India, and one of my duties was to 
carry on rat-destruction as a measure against plague So in the even- 
ings I had to supervise the laying of rat-poison baits in the houses of 
villagers. During those rounds many a time T saw large numbers of 
\fillagers assembled in the open air, or in a village school, or at the village 
cJiavdi ; and to those crowds articles from vernacnlar newspapers were 
read loudly by some one of the audience, and then they were criticised. 
I need hardly point out that at those meetings disaffection against the 
British Eaj in India vas fostered ; and I need hardly add that seditious 
writings are the poisonons seed, which must sometimes fall upon the soil 
of immature or discontented minds, and that from such root in due course 
springs the impulse, which drives human beings to ruthless and sham^ 
less crime and invests it with the false halo of self-sacrifice. 

Sir, I submit that every sensible, reasonable, and right-thinking per- 
non will agree that these weighty considerations I have briefly indicated 
prove the necessity for this Bill and establish its justification. I am 
strongly of the opinion that some such legislation as is now before this 
Honourable House is absolutely necessary in order to resist the forces 
■which would create a state of anarchy and chaos, and in order to bring to 
fruition the policy of Government to hand over to the future Govern- 
ment a working administration in such a manner that the transfer of 
command shall he a transfer of power and not of weakers ; and I 
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eainestly, with all the force and conviction of which I am capable, 
appeal for the support of all Honourable Members, who have at heart tlie 
peace, yeelfare, and happiness of the people of this country. (Cheers.) 

Mr. AkJail Chandra Batta (Chittagong and Eajshahi Divisions : 
Noii-Muliammadan Eural) : Mr, President, in discussmg the Bill 
before u>s, the first and the foremost question is what is the occasion, 
what IS iJie necessity, what is the scope and what is the object of this 
Bill The Honourable the Home Member has told us that the occasion 
IS this : the (Jrimiiial Law Amendment Act of 1982 will expire in 
Deccms er, J985 The Government of India propose, by this Bill, to 
continue certain of the provisions of that Act in a permanent form, 
and he told us that this legislation is a safeguard against the four 
inooaces of terrorism, communalism, Communism and the Civil Dis- 
obedience Movement The question which I ask Honourable Members 
of this House to consider is this : is it really a hona fide excuse — these 
four grounds that have been made the foundation of the proposed 
legislation If it is really intended to perpetuate the provisions of 
the (hainioal Law Amendment Act of 1932, it is necessary to sec what 
that Bill was Was that Bill for fighting these three menaces, terro- 
rism, eommiinalism and Communism ? It would appear from an exa- 
minalion of the Act of 1932 that that Act had nothing to do with the 
terrorist movement, or, for that matter, with communist movement or 
with communalism. The Act of 1932 was based on the provisions of 
Ordinance No. 10 of 1932. That was an Ordinance, the preamble of 
which says : 

“ Whereas an emeigeney has arisen ^\hidi makes it necessary to confer special 
powers upon the G-overnment tor the purpose of maintenance of law and order 

That was in April, 1932 We must remember what was that emer- 
gency. Was it Communism or was it communalism, or, for the matter 
of that, can it be said that that emergency was terrorism ? We all 
know what that emergency was. That emergency was the Civil Dis- 
obedience Movement of 1932. To say that terrorism was the emer- 
gency i>s to say something which is absolutely meaningless. What 
is the meaning of emergency ? Emergency means a sudden occurrence, 
a sudden apiiearance, an unexpected occurrence, something which 
unexjnndc dly happens is a matter of emergency. Can it be said that 
the terrorist movement was an emergency which occurred in 1932 ^ 
Sir, the terrorist movement has been going on in this country for a 
long number of years, and there was already in the provinces emergency 
legislation existing to fight the terrorist movement. Therefore, Sir, 
it is quite obvious that the terrorist movement was not one of the 
objects for enacting the Act of 1932. We all know. Sir, that when 
that Ordinance of 1932 expired in December, Government thought it 
necessary to replace it by the Act of 1932, which it is now proposed 
to perpetuate. Now, Sir, what did the Honourable the Home Member 
in charge of the Bill say when this Act of 1932 was enacted ^ It was 
stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons appended to that 
measure — I am quoting ihe exact words : 

‘ ‘ That the organisers of the Civil Disobedience Movement have not yet abandoned 
their attempt to paralyse the G-overnment and to coerce law-abiding citizens.’’ 

That was the avowed justification for the necessitv for the Act 
of 1932. There was no mention made at that time of the terrorist 
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nioTenienl. >Ve need not labour this point. When the then Home 
Member moved for reference of the Bill lo the Select (\>niiuitt''e, Le 
said this ; 

The objects of the Bill "were to deni with the innnii’estalions of the Civil Bis* 
ooedienee iJovenient and, in particular, to deal with certain forms of intimidution, 
particularly picketing and boycotting, witii ceitain matters connected with unlawful 
associations and iMtli control \)f the prt‘ss. On the foundation of tiiis Bill which is 
before the House, which was inteude * tt> uppb lo manilestations of the Civil Dis 
obedience Movement winch are apt to occur throughout India, various Local Govern* 
inents have also introduced supplementary legislation in their local Councils, legisla- 
tion which appears in general, though of a more diastic character than the proposals 
betoie this House, to be leceiviiig the approval of the local Councils/' 

Later on, at another place, the Home Member said ; 

“ We were pressed, however, very strongly from many quarters to impose a 
time limit on these provisions which are admittedly exceptional provisions, admittedly 
drastic prolusions , and, in deference to those views, we have agreed to put a tune 
limit of three years on the Bill. AVc may hope that by the end of that time, the 
futility , the wuiste of effort, the injuiy” to the country, both moral and economic, caused 
by civil disobedience, will have been fullj appreciated, and the negative, destructive, 
noii-co-operating mentality which, undex* the inhuence of success or supposed success, 
has been tiouri&lnng so long will have been finally discredited , and ivheii it has been 
discredited, then, Bir, let thi^ Bill lapse In any case within three years we hope 
that the decision us to the continuance oi diseoiitmuaiice of these provisions will lie 
III other hands than oius. 

So, apart from the other things which he said about the futility, 
from his own point of view, of the Civil Disobedience Movement, here 
was a clear declaration made that as soon as the Civil Disobedi-enee 
Mo’s^ement will disappear, the Bill will lapse. That was the idea given 
to us, so that there is no manner of doubt that all the grounds now 
urged in justification of this measure are merely an after-thought. 

Then, Sir, about the Civil Disobedience Movement, the Honourable 
the Home Member in a somewhat half-hearted manner said that be^ 
cause Civil Disobedience declined, some of the drastic provisions have 
been dropped in this Bill. He referred to three menaces ; he did not 
like to cal] the fourth menace or danger by any name ; but, all the 
same, later on in his speech he made it perfectly clear that he wanted 
to fight four dangers by this Bill including the Civil Disobedience 
Movement. Now, Sir, the Civil Disobedience Movement, whether it 
has been suspended temporarily or abandoned for all time to come, the 
sicrn fact remains that it is no longer in force at the present moment, 
but it lias been stated, in justification of some of the provisions, that 
in the near future the Civil Disobedience Movement might possibly be 
revived. T wonder whether that can be made a ground for the enact- 
ment of this drastic legislation in anticipation of some future trouble 
and for making the emergency legislation permanent. Therefore, Sir, 
all the four grounds mentioned, namely, terrorism. Communism, com- 
munnlism and Civil Disobedience Movement, cannot be held to be valid 
for the enaeiraent of this measure. I shall discuss the question of terro- 
rism later on, but for the moment I am merely trying to show that terro- 
rism cannot be made the ground 'for the pernetuarion of these proybdous. 
Now, Sir, admittedly, so far as the terrorist movement is coneerned, 
the Tweeise position of the Government is this, that there has been a 
definite improvement in tbe position, but only it is said that recruit- 
mint is still going on, but where recruitment is going on is not stated. 
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One fact, however, has been admitted, and that is, the position has 
improved considerably. These are the two facts so far as the Civil 
Disobedience Movement is concerned, — namely, it has declined very 
considerbaly compared with the movement of 1932 when this Act was 
enacted. This is one fact, — and the other fact is, that those provisions 
which it is proposed to perpetuate were not intended to fight terrorisin. 
In view of these facts, it is ^^ery difhcult to understand why^ terrorism 
should be made a ground for the perpetuation of these provisions. 

Sir, the third ground given is eommunalism. That is again a 
question which I shall discuss later on. Is it, I ask, a l)ona fide ground 
for the enactment of these provisions ^ The argument^ that to fight 
eommunalism, an emergency legislation, a drastic legislation, a coercive 
legislation should be enacted, is something which it is very difficult to 
appreciate, and eommunalism is not an emergency. Can anybody say 
with any reason or plausibility that this evil of eommunalism has been 
a sudden unexpected occurrence ? Whatever the character of eom- 
munalism may be, — the question as to who are responsible for it, and 
how it should be remedied, apart from all these questions,— eom- 
munalism cannot, by any stretch of imagination, be said to be an 
emergency. 

There is another argument that has been put forward, and that is 
that this Bill is for the benefit of the new Government that is coming. 
This is a point which has been dealt with by niany of my Hono\irable 
friends, and I shall not repeat all they have said. But let me say only 
this. It appears that all this argument for the benefit of the R^^w 
Government that is coming is merely shedding' crocodile tears. It is 
just possible — I do not know, but it is just possible that it may be a 
bribe offered, an attempted bribe offered to those gentlemen who are 
likely to be in power in the new Government. Look here, you ^are 
going to be Ministers, and, therefore, this Bill is for your benefit.” 
Whether those gentlemen will fall a prey to that temptation, I do not 
know ; but when the new Governments come, they will have their 
Legislatures and there will be ample opportunity for anv sort of legis- 
lation that they may find necessary, and I do not see why this legisla- 
liou should be undertaken in anticipation That, again, is not a 
hona fide excuse ; it is a mala fide excuse 

Then, the argument was that this is for the benefit of the voiceless 
millions That is an argument which we are already accustomed to 
hear — ^that whatever this bureaucratic Government do, that is done for 
the benefit of the voiceless millions of this country, beeanse they claim 
that they are the trnstees of the people The real object of this legisla- 
tion has, however, come out* in the last part of the speech of the 
Honourable the Home Member where he says that the object of this 
legislation is not to crush the spirit of nationalism in this country. 
1 say, that is the real object, there the real motive of this Bill has 
come out, because it is well known that language is intended not to 
give expression to thoughts, but to conceal them And if we judge this 
declaration by that standard, then we can appreciate the real motive 
Bor this legislation — that is to crush the spirit of nationalism. For 
instance, what is this provision about picketing ! As I understand 
section 7, it is merely a device to prevent propaganda for Swadeshi 
in the interests of British trade by penalising even peaceful picketing 
That is the old story of exploitation Therefore, I say that the real 
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policy iiiiileriying this legislation is to crush the spirit of iiatioiieir'iu 
and tiie Oongress movenient and Congress mentality. That is lln^ real 
object and underlying policy of this Bill. 

Notv, 1 shall examine the three grounds, one after another Let 
me take, first of all, the ground of terrorism The problem w]ii‘*li ihe 
Honourable the Home Member seeks io solve is the i>roblem of 
terrorism. The question is, how to solve tills pro]>leim The ih irntt *- 
able the Home Member’s solution is the reprehsivt% coerei\e. drastie ii»ea- 
sures whieli have been proposed in this Bill. Therefore, the qiuestioii 
arises, is that a sovereign remedy for terrorism ? It has been admitted, 
times VvuthoiU number, by different Provineiai Goxernnients anl l.y the 
C!entra] Government also, that repressive legislation alone vrill ‘loi do 
and other measures are necessary. The qiieslioii is, win!* are those 
other measures, and whether those measures have been tried and 
adopted. Before you cure a disease, you must know what r*^al 
malady is. Before we deal with this problem of terrorism, we must 
know what are the root causes of terrorism, what is the gemrsis of 
terroiism, vhat is the psychology of this revolui ioiiary movement. 
We must know what is the inner thought-eurrent of this revolu- 
tionary party. Tliat must be known. Has the Honourable the Home 
Member ever cared to bestow’- his anxious consideration over tins que^-- 
lion ! Tliere are two things which I wmnt to knew from the Honour- 
able the Home Menaber before be can expect our support to this Bill 
What is his diagnosis, what is this revolutionary movement due to, what 
has made this party a revolutionary party ? What are those circum- 
stances, political, economic, or administrative, which have made Ibis 
party a revolutionary party ? Have those causes been investigated 
and ascertained ? We have gof in this country any number of com- 
mittees and commissions appointed for investigating into several pro- 
blems, poliiical, administrative and financial, but have the Government 
cared to have a committee of officials and noivoificials to find out ihe 
real root ciuises of this movement and to prescribe remedies for it ^ 
That is the question of questions. So far as T am concerned, I say that 
repression is not only not the remedy for terrorism, but I say that 
repression is, on the contrary, the exciting cause of terrorism. My 
diagnosis is simple, is incredibly simple. I can describe the root causes 
of terrorism in two small words, that is, — ^hunger for food and hunger 
for freedom one economic, and the other, political. The terrorists 
want food, they want freedom Give them food, give them freedom, 
and terrorism will vanish from this country as darkness vanishes at 
the approach of dawn, I do not care either for food. Give us free- 
dom, and we shall take care of our food. You cannot satisfy a mauls 
hunger for freedom merely by repressive legislation and depriving 
him of his personal liberty You cannot satisfy a nation’s hunger for 
food by depriving them of all their resources and impoverishing them 
from day to day. Therefore, the two root causes of this revoluth)imry 
movement are, causes political and causes economic. So far as the poli- 
tical causes are concerned, the position is this. India wants self- 
govermnent. The desire for freedom is burning within the hearts of 
the Indians. Once the fire of freedom is kindled, no human power 
can extinguish it my methods, either violent or non-violent, by repres- 
sive legislation or otherwise. Sir, you can control the body of man, 
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you eaiiHot pos>sibiy control the mind of man God-given desire for 
freedom cannot be effaced or impaired by man-made laws. England 
ha>s lost America, England has lost Ireland, because of this policy of 
repression. History teaches us that the policy of repression is bound 
to fail 111 the long run. You may crush the spirit of some people for 
all time, you may crush the spirit of ail the people for some time ; hut 
you cannot crush the spirit of all people for ail time, either by repres- 
sive legislation or otherwise. This inwardness of the situation mu^t 
have been perfectly obvious to British statesmen, and, therefore, they 
gave p3*omises and pledges of self-government and responsible Govern 
ment to Imlia from time to time. That explains the announcements 
made from lime to time, but unfortunately they were mere pledges 
or proijii>ses. The history of British India is an unbroken record of 
broken pledges and broken promises — promises kept to the ear, but 
broken to the hope. It was Lord Lytton, I believe, who said once that 
there are two courses open to the Britishers — either to act up to iheir 
promises or to cheat Indians 

Mr, Sri Prakasa : They preferred the latter. 

Mr. Akhil Ohandra Datta : and he confessed as suggested 

^ by my friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa, that he chose 

tiio I'itter course The Morley-Minto reforms 
cheated India, the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms cheated India, and, 1 am 
sui'e, I voice the feeling of the whole of India when I say that the new 
Goveimment of India Act of 1935 is another glaring instance of cheat- 
ing and fraud. Never was a greater breacli of faith and a greater 
breach of promise committed by one nation with respect to another 
nation Hopes encouraged and hopes blasted result in inevffnble 
disaster. Tl'c^ produce their own inevitable effect upon the impre«- 
sionabh' minds of impatient and impetuous youths That, I say, is the 
genesis of the revolutionary movement in the eountary. That is the 
poliiieal side of the matter. Then, there is the economic side What 
has been the financial policy of the British Government in India ? 
That policy has been, — India for England, not India for India. The 
exploit ation of India has been the guiding policy of their administra- 
tion In the well known words of Lord Curzon, exploitation and ad- 
ministration cro hand in hand. That was the cynical admission of a 
great Viceroy. Indian industries have been sacrificed at the altar of 
British indiutWes India is governed by policy dictated from 
Lancashire, and, if policy is laid down here in India, it is fonnnlat- 
ed in places like Clive Street in Calcutta and other such places. India 
has been bled white, — bled white, not as a matter of accident, hut as 
a matter of deliberate policy. Life and livelihood have been en- 
dangered. The result is acute unemployment. The problem is the 
problem of bread The average annual income of an Indian is not 
even Es 40 now There are hundreds and thousands of people in 
India who do not have even two meals a day. There are hundreds 
and thousands of graduates who are starving. A first class M A. can 
be had for Es. 40 a month. I say, these are the contributory causes 
of the revolutionary movement. That is what His Excellency the 
Viceroy said in July, 1934, at a meeting of the European Association in 
Calcutta. He said .* 

** But there is another aspect of the Terrorist movement, which I think it is 
important to hear in mind. It is a fact that at the present time we have too many 



7S0 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[10th Sep. 1935. 


[Mr. Akliil Chandra Datta.] 

young men and women passing out from the I'niversitieH with B.A, at the end of 
then names, and too few positions tor them to look forwai'd to when they ’I'laiit to 
start on their career of public serince. The result is that the lack of occupation 
produces in their minds feelings of disgust, despair and resentment iMili the result 
that they fall an easy prey to the leaders of this movement whi> lurk in the Ijackgiound 
and use them at the most susceptible time of their lives to carry out their nefarious 
designs. ' ^ 

1 would ask one question of tlie llonourable the Home Member. Is lie 
prepared to say that these p>olitical causes and these economic forces have 
not contributed to the development of the revolutionary movement in this 
country ? My ease is that terrorism is the inevitable result o£ the political 
and eeonomie forces which I have described He must be a quack who' 
does not diagnose the real inner remedy, but only prescribes external 
application, calculated to bring only temporary relief. It may b(^ said 
that these are causes applicalile to the whole of India, and I may bo 
asked why the origin and develo]nnent of teriau’ism is in a great degree 
confined to my province of Bengal. That is a question which I feel I 
owe it to my own province as well as to the Government and to the 
Honourable Members of this House to explain — as to why it is that this 
movement of terrorism is more rampant in Bengal than in any other 
province. 'My answer to this question is this. Terrorism ^vas born in Hie 
anti-partition agitation of Bengal. That is iny case, and I hope that, 
in the final speech of the Honourable the Home Member, he will express 
his own opinion on this subject — ^whether that is a correct view of the 
position or not. My case is that it was born in the antiqiartition agita- 
tion of Bengal in 1906 There was practically no terrorism in my ])ro- 
■\inee before the partition. The partition lacerated the heart of Bengal, 
and there was an agitation unparalleled in the history of this country, 
both in volume and in intensity. It must be remembered that that agita- 
tion was not an unconstitutional agitation in the beginning. It wtis a 
constitutional agitation, but the agitation went on unheeded for half a 
decade. I say half a decade vdth the utmost precision Now, this agita- 
tion, Sir, gave birth to the Swadeshi movement. At the time of the deela“ 
ration of this partition, Bengal declared the boycott of British goods as 
a protest against the partition. For half a decade, British statesmanship 
remained adamant and obdurate. That was the inception of the revo- 
Imionary movement. But this movement was then only in a nebulous 
condition ; it might have been nipped in the bud by a tactful and sympa- 
thetic handling. But the Government, in their intoxication of power, mis- 
managed the situation and bungled, and probably bungled advisedly. 
They initiated a policy of repression, a policy of counter-terrorism, a policy 
of legalised terrorism, to meet that agitation ; they initiated a policy of 
ruthless repression which, instead of pouring oil over troubled waters, 
added fuel to the fire Sir, it was a small cloud no bigger than a man^s 
hand then. I am speaking of this terrorism as it was in the beginning ; 
but the Governments repression contributed to its extension and expan- 
sion Sir, I wish to refer to some of the acts of repression that were 
practised then. There was the Bmde Maiaram Circular, there was the 
Ri.sley Cireular, and there was the crop of renressive circulars which 
followed them, there were the Kegulation lathis which were not only 
brandished in the streets of East Bengal, but actually showered upon the 
devoted heads of the promoters of tlie Swadeshi movement ; there was 
the 'deportation of our most-respected leaders, including even Srijiit 
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Aswini Kumar Diitt of hallowed memo'ry and Babii Krishna Kumar 
Mitra. So far as Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra is concerned, Sir, well, he 
was the prince of moderates. T do not thinli there has been any man or 
a poMtieuin whose views on polities are so moderate as w^ere those of 
Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra He w^^as one of the men deported, because 
he took part in the constitutional agitation against the partition. Sir, 
th.e unjust persecution and prosecution of many true sons of Bcitgal, 
the preposterous sentences which were usually passed in what were knowm 
ns Swadeshi cases staggered humanity and they staggered even a man 
like Lord ]\IorIey himself f The letting loose of Gurkha soldiers upon the 
people of Backergunj and other districts of Bast Bengal, the game of 
divide and rule, the doctrine of the favourite wife, not only preached 
with cynical frankness, but translated into action, not for the sake of the 
favoured, hut wdth a sinister design, the indiscriminate and wanton house 
searclies ana arrests and shadowing of respectable and innocent geiitlemen 
by the police, ihe breaking up of social service leagues and beneficent 
samifis, all these put a very serio-is strain upon the loyalty of our peo]>]e. 
They staggered ; they paused ; they imbbed their eyes, and wmndered 
it they w'ere in the tw^entieth century under the enlightened British lule 
They groaned ; they became silent ; they became sullen too. But there is 
still something more to account for the appearance of this revoliiliona ly 
•{larty. All the executive Zahardastisms were not considered sufficient 
to crush the rising new spirit — a spirit wffiich any national Government 
wmnld hove guided, encouraged, fostered and directed into a right channel. 
But the angry Bureaucracy summoned the subservient Legislature to furge 
the most reactionary and most repressive measures one after another. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim) : Does the 
Honourable Member propose to continue for some time longer ? 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : In that case, 
the Chair will adjourn the House till half past twm. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Twm of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN. 

Mr. Husenbhai Abdullahhai Laljee, ML A. (Bombay Central Dtvi- 
sioii : Muhammadan Rural). 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BlLlj~co7ifd 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : Sir, before the House adjourned for 
Lunch. I wms describing the ruthless repression that was going on in 
Bengal and also how^ that repression gave birth to terrorism and how 
It gave food to terrorism. The legislative enactments were hurled at us 
with •♦he rapidity of shots from a machine-gun. First came the Seditious 
Meetings Act, wffiich w^as passed in 1907. That shrewd statesman, Dr. 
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Eash Behan Ghosh, op])osed the lUiL lun Inaaiuse he‘ liail i‘ver any hi^'s for 
sedition or sedilunis meeting's, hut, \vith the unm’ring vision of a true 
prophet, lie saw that the measure Mas ealeiilated to drive diseoiilent, 
sedition and terrorism underground. But the prophet tvas not honoured, 
lie protested in Miin, and the nieamre w’as laisstni. In llHIh. the Bureau- 
eraej’ had the Xeuspaper Imdhuuent Oifeiiees Aet passed. In that year, 
they wanted to do away with all our assoeialions Mliieh were doing service 
to the country, and the Crnuinnl Law Amendmeio Aei was passed. The 
next link in that int ‘nniuahle td^ain of erne! ii‘gislati(<ii was the Indum 
i^ress Act which wns passed in 1930 In 1913, tve had another Criirinal 
Law Amendment Act passed foi the punishment oT criminal conspiracieh. 
The last though not the least, w^as the DelVnce of India Act which was 
])as*sed in 3915 Then follow^od other re])rt‘.ssive enactments. Tlicu'e were 
so many reipressive legislations crowded in such a short period ihal it 
nmsi be luiparallel in the history of the civilized wa)rld, I wonder il: 
British statesmanship thought it could sow wdiirhvind and yet could 
reap a good harvest, T w'onder if they realised that the discontent which 
wms already deep wans being driven deeper, ami that it W’ould, according 
to the imii'utable hnvs of human nature, hml its owm outlet in some other 
eliannel. Tt is always dangerous to sit on tiie Scifety valve. Sir, my case 
is that there wvis repression in Bengal wdien Uku'c vras none in other pro- 
vinces. Hundreds of youiigmen w’ere interned during a period wdien there 
w^as practically no internment in other provinces This explairus \^hy 
terrorism made its first ap]>earanee in my province as compared to other 
provinces. It is certainly not a matter of accident. Nobody will say 
that there is anything perverse in the human nature of Bengal J do 
claim, without any disrespect to any other province, that the Bengalees 
are one of the finest people on the face of the earth. Their civilization, 
their culture, their educational and religious advancement, their tradi- 
tions, 1 cult of non-violence have wmn admiration all the world over. There- 
fore, I say, Hiere Is nothing particularly offensive or perverse in the soil 
of Bengal and I say that it is not without any ])articular reason that 
there should be recrudescence of terrorism there ratlier than in other pro- 
vinces. Ill Bengal, again, all districts are not eqnalh' aifeeted. There is 
ohvavvS a certain proportion between the degree of repression and the 
degree of terrorism. The greater the repression, the grcatAr the terrorism. 
Indeed, they act mutually as cause and effect Talie the several districts 
of Bengal You will find that terrorism has thrived most in those 
districts where repression was the greatest. Chittagong, Midnapore and 
Dacca may be cited in support of my contention. So far as Midnapore is 
concerned, the repression w^as the greatest there during the Civil Dis- 
obedience Movement Mr. Griffiths is not here, otherwise, I am sure, he 
would have borne me out ihat repression was ruthless in the district of 
Midnapore, and that explains, Sir, that terrorism is greater in Midnapore 
than in many other districts. T have not yet fully explained why terro- 
rism came fiwst in Bengal. Bengal received the first and foremost shock 
in the struggle for freedom. It was in Bengal where the movement for 
political emancipation was first started. The Swadeshi movement was 
started there, the bovcott movement w^as staried there, and in fact, 
Bengal gave the signal, and the battle for freedom began in India. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : I 
rise on a point of ordei\ Sir. T find that neither the Home Member nor 
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tlie Home Secretary ih hi Im seat Is it fair to this House, when a debate 
of first class importance is going on, that the Department should be 
unrepresented ^ We know that it makes no difference whether they are 
here or not 

An Honourable Member : The Leader of the Plouse is here. 

The Honourable Sir Mripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) ; Is 
there aipv rule tliat all of us should be here when we know that the dis- 
eussion will last another three da^^s and when we know perfectly well 
that whatever lias been said will be reported t<^ the Home Member Tlie 
Home J^Ieniber will be here in a few minutes 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahmi) The Honour- 
able Member in charge of the motion ought to be here. 

The Fcnoiirable £:r Nripendra Sircar : As a matter of fact, the 
Home ]\i ember will be here in a few minutes 

T€r. S. Satyamurii : Even the Home Secretary is not here 

The Honourable Sir Nrlpendra Sircar : From Secretaries ui’» to 
chajirassis are not wanted 

Mr, S. Satyamnrti : So the Honourable Member puts Secretaues 
and the ehaprassis in the same category ! 

The Eoncrurable tSir Nripendra Sircar : The Honourable Member 
seems to be carried away by enthusiasm The Secretary of the Home 
Deparlment is a i\rembei of the Council of State, and not of this House. 

Mr. S. Satyamiird : There is just one gentleman sitting behind the 
Home Member 1 do not know who he is. 

The Fmourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : They are all gentlemen 
The genlleman silting behind the Homo Member is not the 
Secretary. 

Mr. AkMl Chandra Datta : Is it the case of the Honourable Mtunber 
that Secretaries are merely ehaprassis f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : If that is your construction, 
by all means please yourself 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : i was just now speaking, Sir, d' the 
beginning ox the battle for freedom in Bengal. I was saying that ai 
first it was a constilulional fight 

[At this stage, kir. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim'i 
vacated the Chair, which was then occupied by Mr. Abdul Matin 
Chaudhury one of the Panel of Chairmen).] 

kir Chairman, it was at first a constitutional fight, hut the bureau- 
cracy would not tolerate it. Sir, after the partition, the Bengal Pro- 
vincial Conference was held at Barisal, but that was broken up by Regu- 
lation laiJus I hap])ened to be in that Conference The breaking up of 
that Confejeuee led to Iho appeat'anee, for the first time, of terrorism in 
my province. Repression brought teirorism in its train. 1 still remember 
the feeling of discontent and resentment with which even the most 
nioderate leaders of the iirovince returned from Barisal after the forcible 
dispersal of the Conference. Sir, I still remember those words uttered by 
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tile veteran leader, ilr. niiupendra .Vath BaijU, after i!i‘' disper.sal of tiie 
Conference. The words are still riiiginsr in iny eai*s. ilr. Basn .said : 

“ The chns oi* eunstitution.ii '’O^eriiineiit are <ner, the <hiys ot* pehee rule h!ive 
cla^YlJLed. ^ ^ 

No\\, all this was too mut-Ii i*{)r the youth of the country. The old people 
continued tluur old methods of conslitiitioiial agitation, hut the hnpetuou-^ 
youth of Bengal, noted for their national trait ot emotion raid imagination, 
yielded and sucennibed. fii tracing, therefore, the history of the re\o- 
Intionary niovenieiit in Bengal, one cannot forget the breaking up of the 
Barisal Conference X<av, 8n\ while dealing with this aspect of the ques- 
tion, I mean the development and continuance of terrorism in Bengal, 

may I invite the attention of the House to The views expressed by one 

who is not an oeeu}>ani of the Opposition Benches, but by one who now 
occupies n scat as the Honourable the Leader of the House, I mean the 
Honourahh^ Sir Nripendra Sircar 

The Honourable Sir Hripendra Sircar : Von won't tind there any- 
tiling to support your viewv 

Mr Akliil Chandra Datta : At one place. Sir Xripendra Sircar 
said : 

“ JKothing can be a surei guarantee for filling tlie terrorists with well-founded 
hope arising fiom the cieation of an atmosphere favourable for their actinties. The 
Hiudus will be .iustified in teeling that serious injustice has been done to them, and 

the belief that they cannot have then legitimate share or an etfeetive voice in the 

Legislatures will be a formidable recruiting agency for swelling the ranks of 
sympathisers of terrorists^’ 

Then, at page 152 of this book, called Sir N. N. Sircar's Speeches 
and Pamphlets ”, we find that when he wms cross-examining Mr. Villiers, 
the President of the European Association, in London, he put this 
question : 

“ Am I right in saying that, judging by the members of the movement who have 
been captured from time to time by these officials, their view is probablj" this, that 
the present condition of dithculties is due to a foreign rule, and, therefore, foreign 
rule must be cut oft altogether 

That was the question. 1 am not sure whether there was not some 
implication and suggestion conveyed by the question and it was not 
without purpose The answer w^as : 

Bo far as it is due to any leasoning thought at all, it is definitely due to that. 
In a great measine, these boys are caught while they are absolute youngsters, and 
their emotions are worked on until they get into a state of hysteria over a matter 
which is right bevoiid the scope of reasoning at all, but so far as reasoning comes in 
at all, you are correct in your statement '' 

Meaning thereby the Matement contained in the question. 

Another question was like this : 

Do you think that, if the Bengal Hindu would come to the Legislature and 
try to work out his salvation through it, that would result in weaning sympathisers of 
teirorists, and isolate the terrorists ^ 

The answ^er was this : 

I think in time that will undoubtedly be the tendency, but I think it will take 
a certain amount of tinieP^ 
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Then, there is another question : 

“May I take it that it follows that if the Bengal Hindus feel that they have a 
legitimate grievance, and they keep away from the Legislature, knowing then posi- 
tion, and so on, it will really help disturbance and the terrorist movement in 
Bengal ^ ^ 

The answer was this • 

‘ ‘ Aiir feeling of legitimate grievance on the pait of the community would have 
that ettect, so far as that community is concerned.’’ 

Then, Sir. in another place, the Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar 
gays this : 

“At h’st sight, no connection may appear betw^eeii the imancial settlement and 
the teriorist movement ; but looking below the surface it is fairly obvious that dyarchy 
failed in Bengal and general discontent and unrest iiici eased, because the Ministers, 
iiaMiig no available resources, were unable to achieve anything in furtherance of the 
beneficent activities of Government ” 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Quite right. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : My Honourable friend says, it is quite 
right. I also have cited these passages to show that he is quite right 
and what is right is this that this terrorism is being developed and food 
is being su]jplied to these terrorists by what has been suggested in these 
questions by the Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar, namely, the injustice 
donc5 to tho ]>eople 

Now, Sir, ihat is about Bengal. I shall not speak as to the root 
causes of the terrorist movement in the Punjab. I shall, however, say 
only this that, as in Bengal, the partition gives the explanation, so, in 
the Punjab, it was the Jallianwalla Bagh massacre winch brought into 
existence the terrorist movement there. In this connection, inay^ I call 
the attention of Honourable Members of this House to the attitude of 
Mahatma Gandhi with regard to the question of the rnassaci*e of Jallian- 
walia Bagh f Immediately after this massacre, that very year in the 
December following, there was the Amritsar Congress, and, only a few 
days before the Congress, the reforms had been published. The question 
before the (‘ongress was whether those reforms were adequate and 
satisfactory and whether they should be worked There was a contro- 
versy and difference) of opinion between the leaders, and the attitude 
of Mahatma Gandhi was that they should be worked. lie was for co- 
operation as he had all along been ; in fact, he had been even a recruiter. 
That was the position of Mahatma Gandhi at Amritsar in December, 
1919. The other leaders were of a different opinion. However, there 
was some settlement between the leaders, and a resolution v/as passed 
to the effect that the reforms were inadequate, unsatisfactory and dis- 
appointing. Mahatma Gandhi was waiting at that time for the report 
of the Hunter Committee about the Jallianwalla Bagh massacre. That 
report was published not very long after in the course of the year 
and that disillusioned Mahatma Gandhi, and the result was that from 
a co-operator he became a non-co-operator. That was the result so 
far as Mahatma Gandhi is concerned. His attitude was influenced by 
the massacre and by the official attitude with respect to ibis massacre. 
But younger people went a little further ; they not only became non- 
co-operators. but went one step further, and some of them became 
terrorists. This being the true genesis of the revolutionary movement^ 
I say with regard to this Bill that the proposed legislation is the 

L195LAD B 
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remedy of a quack, not that of a real physician, and it is hound to 
frustrate its own object. This, however, is no matter for speculation, 
but the very fact that this repressive legislation failed in the past for 
so many years to crush the terrorist movement, and the very fact 
that it is now proposed to have a permanent emergency legislation (if 
it is not a contradiction in terms), goes to show and is in fact a con- 
fession that repression will not do. Repression wiU not do and other 
measures must be adopted to meet the situation. Repression may 
prevent major x^rimes and overt acts for a time as it has prevented major 
crimes, for we have been told that there has been no major orime for 
some time past in my province, but it caunot purge the body politic of 
the poison. 

Now, Sir, the Honourable the Home Member has Udd us jn his 
speech in support of his claim that the measure shoLi]<l bo made perma- 
nent, — that what he ardently desires is a change of heart on the part 
of the terrorists I wonder, Sir, if he really and sincerely believes that 
the drastic measures proposed in this Bill are really calculated to bring 
about a change of heart on the part of the terrorists. I do not believe 
that he believes it. If, however, he does really and sinrerely believe 
that these are measures which will bring about a change of iieart, I 
must say that I cannot credit him with much of imagination and much 
of knowledge and insight into human nature and hiunau character. 
So if really that is a bond fide excuse that, in order to iiglu teirorism. 
these measures are necessary, I say it is bound tc fad and i cannot 
support this measure on this ground. 

That, ?ir, is about terrorism ; then, there is the question of coni- 
munalism. One word about terrorism, however, I will say here. It 
appear>s that a certain Bill has been introduced recently, — I do not 
remember exactly if it has been passed, — ^in the Bengal Legislative 
Council, the Bengal Public Security Extending Bill of 1935. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : It has been passed without 
a division. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : That is a Council from which Dr. 
Banerjee and myself came away after the Lahore decision, leaving the 
field to people whom I shall not describe or characterise In the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons, it is said : 

The Act was passed to confer special powers on the Local Government to 
enable it m case of emergency to combat activities subversive of law and order or 
prejudicial to the public security for the supptessioii of which the orduiuiy powuis 
of the Government are inadequate 

Then follows a statement which is very signitieant and verv im- 
portant. It is said : 

That such activities may recur is by no means impossible, and the Local Gove in- 
meat is of opinion that it would not be prudence to allow the preventive powers con- 
ferred by the Act to lapse.'" 

Hor« IB an admission by the Government of Beos-al lliat the snb- 
3 P.M. versive movement has almost died oat : but it is 
said in justification of that measure ‘‘ that such 
actiiities may recur is by no means impossible That is the position 
Oh the mere possibility that in the future there may be a recurraicc— 
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tile word is recur — of the activities — I say it follov/s by iiecessary 
miplicatiou that such activities may not also i^ecui* Thai is the p<»sition 
with respect to the movemeut of terrorism. As has betm admitted, 
times out of number, in this House, the position has improved and 
improved considerably Under these improved condition:;, we are 
asked to give our assent to the Bill to %ht the moveineni of Lerrorisni. 

The next ground on which it is sought to jusufy this is the 
third menace of eommunalism. To be frank, I have lieon requested 
by the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition not to dilate upon this 
point, because he will deal with it, and, I dare say, he will deal with it 
far more ably than myself ; and, therefore, out of respect for him, I 
shall not deal with this aspect of the question. But I am anxious to 
prove one thing, namely, that whatever conunuiiai feuds and dissension 
there is — I am now speaking of iny own pnovmce, Bengal, — all tliat had 
been engineered and brought into existence, fostered and fomenied by a 
third party 

An Honourable Member : What is that third party ^ 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : You know that third party-. 

Another Honourable Member : It is before us. ^ 

Kir. Akhil Chandra Datta : Thera was a riot at Chittagotig imme- 
diately after the murder of a certain police officer. Mr J M Sen-Gupta, 
whose prematare death the whole country mourns, went to Chittagong 
and made an inquiry. After the inquiry, he came to CalcuLta, and, i:i 
a meeting helu in the Town Hall in Calcutta, he ducmred substantially 
to this effect : 

“ I say I take the full iespoiisibiiit\ of iiiaking this btatement the nut iii 
Chittagong was eiigineeied and brought about by the local authorities ileie am i 
I make tins statement openly I am prepared to piove it , and if the Goveiniivcut 
like they can piosecute me and put me on tii?l. 

That was a challenge which was never accepted. 3o that we are per- 
fectly entitled to assume and to proceed on the assumption that the 
Chittagong riots were the result of the intervention of a tJiird parry. 
Then, ^hero was rioting at Dacca in May, 1930 With regard to liial, 
there were two committees which made in(}uirie;s sunnltaneoiisly about 
the causes of these riots — one an official committee which Avas presided over 
by Mr. Bacliso. The report of that committee never saw the llglii of day. 
The reason for non-publication is signiffeant and obviouL There 
was anotiier committee, a Congress Committee — my humble self was the 
President of that Committee We used to meet eaeb other. The evidence 
that was forcheoming before us, with regard to those riois, was tliis ; 
that it was brought about by that very same third party. A meeting 
was held on the night preceding the riots, in the house of a i\Iuhammadaii 
gentleman, where the local officials discussed about the commg riots, and 
Mr. Griffiths was there — I know that one Mr Griffiths of the Indian Chvil 
Service was the manager of the Dacca Nawab at Uia(: time. (Cries of 
Shame, shame ’’.) I do not know whether the Ho-uoiirahle Member 
from Zduinapore was that Mr Griffiths But, v^hy, 1 am sure, 
he was the gentleman ,* and I thought and hoped that, while he was 
speaking on eommunalism, he would throw more light on the real state 
of affairs at Dacca. I do not know whether he hiniseif was present and 
wbelber he had a >share in the matter ; but the evidence that: I got as a 
L10r>LAD 1)2 
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memlxir of tbat Committee, was that he was also present at that meeting ; 
and here he is now, after coming to the Assembly, preaching a homily on 
communalism and all that. It does not lie in his menth to make this 
assertion. . . . 

An Honourable Member : Nor in the mouth of his chief 1 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : With regard to these Dacca riots, I 
know from a reliable source that, just before the riots, two or three days 
before the riots, the Government officials had been told by some i^eople, 
by higher officials, that they should make purchases of provisions tor two 
tor three or five days, because they were told that riuing would be going 
on for some days Guns, revolvers and arms were takeii away from the 
Hindus before tlie riot began. A high official, occupying the position of 
an additional District Judge, gave his evidence before tlie Sachse Com- 
mittee. He deposed to the effect that Itooting was going on before his 
eyes : that the police were taking part m it, that ho phoned again and 
again to the Superintendent of Police and Magistral e ; for throe days ifc 
went on and he phoned and phoned, but wdthout any response, and no 
police appeared That is the story of the Dacca liots. There was a 
Hindu-Moslem riot in Comiila. There, again, I have the same story to 
tell. I sliail tell only what I know from my o-wii personal ex- 

perience. I must admit to our shame, the shame of the Hindus as well as 
the shame of the Muhammadans, that there was that riot. That must be 
admitted. Buf the point that I am making is that they did not fight 
on their own initiative. That is the whole point. Some people were 
assaulted : there was one man, Baikuntha, whose head was broken : I 
went myself with some of my fidends with that broken head to the District 
Magistrate Honourable Members of this House will l)e staggered to 
hear the reph that I got from the District Magistrate : he said Why 

do you come to me f Go to Mr. Bepin Chandra Pal.’’ {Cries of 

Shame ” ) Then, there was also the Divisional CommissioDcr wdio 

came. We wrote to him for giving us relief for preveniiug tlte Avhole 
thing. He wcmld not take any notice of these things Later on some 
days after, there %vas a meeting of officials and non-officials : in the 0 ])en 
meeting, we took the Commissioner to task for not taking any action 
wffien these things were brought to, his notice. We said You came 
here from Chittagong on such and such day ; we wrolo to you on lhat 
day ; but you did not take any notice ” Be said at first : Oh, I did 
not come on that day : I was not here.” Then, one of our friends got 
enraged and said : You did come here on that day : you were here.” 
After receiving that snub, he said : Well, T might have.” 

Then, Sir, T do not propose to dilate at length on the Mymensingli 
incidents. Mr. G. S. Dutt was the District Magistrate there, lie tried 
his best to prevent all communal riots, and what was the result ? He 
was soon transferred. (Cries of ''Shame, shame’') Then came 
another District Magistrate in his place. He went io the Bar Library 
and gave an assurance that there -would be no Ilbidu-Muslim rioting. 
Almost immediately after that aa^urance was given to the Bar Library, 
there oceiirred one of the worst HindiiAIuslim riots in the district. There 
was^ one poor Sub-Divisional Magistrate who went and controlled the 
rioting, and vliat was the result ? Like Mr. G. S. Duct, he was also 
immediately transferred. (Cries of " Shame, shame” from Congress 
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Parly B(3nclies.) Then what followed ? A proposal was made by a certain 
Mnhammadan gentleman, I think he was the Public Prosecutor, for the 
formation of a reconciliation board to meet the situation. It v/as proposed 
to Mr. yom, \vho is now a Member of this Assembly, that he should be a 
member cf the reconciliation board. What was the reply of Mr. Som ? 
He said : Well, I am in possession of information and evidence that the 
District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police are engineering these 
things through and in concert with you. You ask me lo be a member of 
a committee in which you are taking a leading part ’’ ? That was the 
reply given by him in the open library. The House will be interested 
and pained to hear what followed the next morning. On the following 
morning. I\Ir Som was arrested (Ones of '' Shame, shame ” from Congress 
I'arty Benches) on the ground that there was a meeting held there some 
da 3 ^s iK'fore in which Mr. Som had taken part and talked about picketing, 
and, llioreiore, he was arrested and put on trial. The trial vvent on for 
some lime, J tiu'nk it "vvent on for some dayfe, and he was kept in Jiajat 
lock-up), and from the jail to the Court room, the House will be astonished 
to hear, Mr. Som used to be escorted handcuifed and roped. (Curs of 
Shame, shame 1) (An Honourable Member . Disgi'aceful. ' 0 
(Another Honourable Member : It is no surprise to hear it/’) Sir, 

I am reminded of the fate that overtook Mr Nagendva Nath Sen, the 
Leader of the Khulna Bar, because he was also handcurfed and roped. 
Tin re is anoiiier youiigman of Comilla who received the same treatment. 
His father is a J^Iember of this House now, — I shall not name him. Now% 
Sir, all this reminds me of a certain observation of the late Swami 
Vivekananda He said that some people, after creating the disease, try 
to cure 3( ; it is the habit of some people to have a lavatory ju^t 
the side of the bedroom and then call for the ph 3 ’'sicien to cure ty'phoid. 
Therefore, Sir, these provisions in the Bill are no cure for communalism. 
On the otlier ijand, we say • Physician, heal thj^self ; if you heal tb^^self, 
if you refram from fostering and fomenting communalism, communal 
rioting will vanish from this land in no time. (Cheers.) 

Then, Sir, I need not weary the House of emphasising the importance 
and liberty of the press. Sir, I think it w^as the dictum of Lord Russell, 
one of the most famous Judges of England w^ho said that liberty of the 
press IS nothing more or nothing less than the liberty of every subject of 
His Majesty. In fact, a free press is the rock of people’s liberty, and, 
therefore, an attack on the liberty of the press is an attack on the liberty 
not only of the press, but on the liberty of the w^hole nation. The press 
is regarded as the fourth estate, one of the four pillars of the State, and 
if there is any encroachment on the rights of the press, no patriotic Indian 
can give his support to the measure. 

It is said that responsible Goveimmeiit is coming Now, responsible 
Government and a muzzled press are contradictory in terms. I am not 
here to attribute any sinister design, but who knows that this muzzling 
of the press is not a counterblast to the coming reforms ? 

An Honourable Member : It is, 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : Where there is responsible Govermneur, 
there must be a free press and, without a free press, how will you educate 
the electorate 14 per cent of the total population of this country is 
going to be enfranchised, and w^e must educate the electorate, and that 
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is the laiiction of the press. Now, what is the ease of the Honourable 
the Home Member with regard to the press legislation ? He has got a 
very ingenious head. His case is this There were no repressive laws 
or special laws with regard to press in the yeai*s 1922 to 1930. During 
this period, there were no special press la\vs, and the result, according 
to the Honourable the Home Member, was, — inflammatory writings of 
the worst description in the press in praise of terrorism and terrorist 
murders and also incitement to communal dissensions. That is his case. 
This is one aspect. The other aspect is that in 1926 and 1927 there were 
eommuniai riots, — there were communal note in 1926 in Calcutta, and 
in 1927 there w^ere communal riots in Lahore. On these two premises, 
he comes to the conclnsion that the first Press Ordinance of the year 1930 
was the result of these inflammatory writings and communal riots. Now, 
Sir, I am afraid the Honourable the Home Member thought that the 
Members of this House are what is called a common jury of shopkeepers 
to swallow anything that may he told to them. Are we to believe, Sir, 
that if the press was indulging in such inflammatory writings, not for one 
montli or foe one year, but from year tu year for a period of eight years, 
that the Covei'Lmenl had abdicated ilieir Junctions and remained 
silent -without taking any action -whatsoever Either his statement is 
true, or it is false If it is false, then the "whole case of the Honourable 
the Home Member goes If, on the coiilrary, his case is true, namely, 
that for eight years all these tilings were going on, and the Government 
had taken no steps Avhatever to check those things, then I say that the 
Government were guiltt' of abetting by omission. The fact realty is that 
the Press Ordinance of 1930 had iiotliing to do w'itli the alleged inflam- 
matory waitings and communal riots of those days. That was obviously 
the result of the Civil Disobedience Movement of 1930. That is the sort 
of reasoning indulged in by the Honourable the Home Member in order 
to prop up the repressive press legislation The whole question that the 
House has <rot to decide is 'this Was the Ordinance of 1930 the result 
of the Civil Disobedience Movement of that year, or was that the result 
of the riots of 1926 and 1927 The emergency occurred in 1930, and 
leference is made to wdiat happened five or six years before 1930 ^ That 
is the sort of logic followed by the Honourable the Home Member The 
Honourable Member, in his speech, has quoted the authority of the Local 
Governments ; among others, and more remarkable still, he has quoted 
the authority of the Punjab Government. In this connection, we have 
to remember that at that time the Home Member was in the Punjab 
Government. T do not know who drafted those reuorts of the Punjab 
Government which liave been quoted in extenso by the Honourable the 
Home iMember in his speech (.H? Eonourahle Member Himself.^D 

T only ho])e that it was not a case of from Philip Drunk to Philip 

P»ober, 

The HonotiraWe Sir Nripendra Sircar : Which is the drunk period 
and which is the sober period ? ('Laughter.') 

Mr. Akhii Chandra Datta : Now, Sir, in support of his case, the 
Honourahle the Home Momher has quoted a Bihar paper. He was asked 
to give the name of that paper. Imt he would not give the name. I liad 

always ihouahi that Oovemment were unwilling to give out tlie names 

of their informers and witnes.ses in a certain txpm of cases, but I never 
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knew tliat lliere any diffieiiity iii giving the name of a newspaper 
wMeli lias pnblifdied the extract and from which publication the Honour- 
able the Home Member -was quoting in support of his contention 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik (Home Member) : Is the sugges- 
tion that I invented the quotation f 

Mr Akhil Chandra Datta : But the fact remains that, in spite of the 
request from this side of the House, the name was not given. 

The Honourable Sir Heniy Oraik : You really want to know the 
-ubstaiice of the writing 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : Sir, what is the substance of the thing 
that he has given us from that writing ? One of the sentences which has 
been quoted from that unnamed, undisclosed Bihar paper is : Burn 
every house.’' I do not know whether that is the doctrine of the civil 
disobedience resister, or the doctrine of the terrorist, or of the Communist, 

of the euiiimuiialist [An Honourable Member : Or of the 
bureaucracy. ’ ’ ) The Honourable geiiLleniaii from Midiiapore has quoted 
two papers, the Mukfi and the Sivvdlnnata These are papers which are 
hardly known to our ])eople Has he quoted any daily papers, weekly 
papers, respectable papers commanding very large circulation all over 
ihe country in different provinces and in different cities ? Has the 
Honourable the Home Member, or, for the matter of that, Mr. Griffiihs, 
quoted an^dhing from any of those papers in support of their case ? One 
line has ]3een quoted from the Advaytee, What is that line after all ? 
It is said there, Dauntless Dinesh dies before dawm Is it seriously 
suggested that that is an incitement to terrorism or that it is making a 
martyr of him ^ There should be a certain sense of proportion in making 
such suggestion or allegation. Mahatma Gandhi has been quoted, and 
we are glad that he has been quoted. But Mahatma Gandhi has said this 
also with regard to tlie Midnapore murder. He said : 

‘ ‘ I deeply deplore the assassination of the Midnapore Magistrate, but, at the 
same time, it as impossible not to regret that the rulers do not only not redress the 
wrongs that lead to such assassinations, but insist on ruling by eounter-terronsni, 
which the Ordinances undoubtedly mean 

Will the Honourable the Home Member, who quoted Mahatma Gandhi 
from Young Indm, take note of this also ? 

As regards tlie press, I want to say a word about the Press Con- 
ference which "was recently held in Calcutta under the presidency^ of no 
less a person than Mr C. Y. Chiiitamani of Allahabad, an ^^r-Minister, 
and a member of the Liberal Party, and whose view^s are always known 
to be very sober and very moderate There was the editor of the Hindu 
who was ^also a party to that He was not himself present, hut he sent 
his representative. I believe that the Hindu is one of 'the friendly papers. 
(Laughter.) That was mentioned by the Honourable the Home Member 
the other day Then, there was that grand old man of Calcutta, 
Mr. Ramanaiida Chatter jee, who was present at that ConCeraice.^ Here 
is the resolution passed at that Conference wdth respect to this legislation 
now before ihe TFouse : 

“ Tlu All-India Journalists’ Confeience is gravely concerned by the reponed 
intention of the Government of India to lenev’’ the Criminal Daw Amendment Act, 
1932, which includes the Press (Emergency Powers) Act, 1931, in a more objectionable 
form. The Conference is empliaticallv of opinion that these Acts of 1931 and 1932 
well as the Indian States Protection Act and the Bengal Oninmal Law Amendment 



742 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[10th Sep. 1936 . 


[Mr. AkhU Chandra Datta.] 

Act, 1934, are utterly racompatible mth the legitimate freedom of the Press and the 
fundamental right of free expression of opinion and strongly urges that none of these 
Acts should any longer he retained on the Statute Book ’ ’ 

It is really a pity that Government would not take any notice of 
such a representative opinion about the proposals which we are now dis- 
cussing. As regards the grievances, particularly of the Bengal Press, my 
Honourable friend, Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya, has already described 
them, and T should not like to repeat them. But just one word about 
the requisition of security. A distinguished Judge of England said : 

“ Liberty of the press consists in printing without previous license, subject, how- 
evc'i'. to the consequences of the law 

That should be the rule. 

[At this stage, Mr Presideiit (The Honourable Sir xVbdur Eahiui') 
resuiiiec^ the Chair.] 

As regards the abuses of the special poweis under Ihe Press xiet, 
I am afraid, the time at my disposal does not permit me to go into details. 
It remains for me to make a few observations ais regards the manner in 
wJiicb repressive legislation is adniiinstered speciall}” in my province. 
The grievance is Iwo-fold. In the hrsi place, the law is arbitrary and, 
in the second place, ii is arbitrarily exercised T do not think anybody 
can challenge the fact that there is literally a reign of terror just now in 
Bengal It is impossible to hold a meeting even for the death anniversary of 
Mr. C. E Das There is more police coming in than there is audience Once 
some ladies met m my house in Oomilla for offering prayers on the occasion of 
Mahafma’s fast. That was the wdiole thing and would you believt^ it that 
for two or three days police tame one after another and asked what was 
going on. After all it was nothing more than a meeting of about 
a dozen ladies. Life has become intolerable in these circumstances. 
As regards the manner in which this law is ^idministered may 
I refer to an incident which happened in Syihet. There was a peaceful 
procession. There wa.s no order passed prohibiting the procession In 
that procession, there was the leader of Assam, Mr Broiendra \arayan 
Cliowdhury. In that procession, there was another gentleman wdio hap- 
pens now to be a Member lof this Honourable House, Mr. Basanta Kumar 
Das, The police came in and began to assault the leading people including 
Mr. Cliowdhury, who was then the Deputy Leader of tlie Congress Party 
in the Assam Council My friend, Basanta Babii, was also not spared. 
He received his share of the healing. {Cries of '' Shame, shame !'’) 
I will give you another instance. There was one gentleman of the name of 
Girish Chandra Nag. who was an 6a;-ktember of this House He was an 
elected Member from the Surma Valley constituency. He w^as the pre- 
decessor of Basanta Babu There was a search made in his house at Dacca 
on the suspicion that his gifted daughter, Miss Lila Nag, an M A , known 
all over ihe jirovince for her beneficent activities in the educaliomil line, 
had something to do wdth some movement. His house was searched, and 
would you believe it, an old gentleman, a retired Deputy Magistrate and 
a Eai Bahadur, was assaulted by the police officer for no reason whatsover 
in Ms own house in the presence of his wufe and sons ? His furniture, 
Ms almirah and library were broken. (Cries of Shame, shame 1 '0 He 
was personally aj^saulted, although there was no charge against him at all. 
Only a search was made with regard to something about his daughter. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr EaMm) ; The Honour- 
able Member should not go into the history of all these old cases. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : I want to show, how the executive are 
administering the law as it stands, and how can you possibly give more 
power to that executive. That is the point that I want to make. As 
regards the manner in which notices are served, I shall give one mslance 
as to how notice was sought to be served on a man who had died long ago. 
This is the statement made by Mr, Sarat Chandra Bose who communicated 
this to the Government when he was a State Prisoner. The incident 
which happened in Dacca was reported in three Calcutta papers and the 
report was not contradicted by the Government of Bengal. This is the 
staiement .* 

‘ ‘ On Alonday last, tlie police went to the house oi' SSreejut Harendra Kumar 
Ghose, retiied Deputy Magistrate* living at Bajai Dewry, Dacca, and enquired of his 
son, Anil Kumar Ghosh. The police said that an order under the Bengal Suppression 
of Outrages Act was to be served on Anil The pohce were, however, informed by 
the iniiiiitcs of the house that the boy had died 15 months ago, in the month of 
Baisakli last year Tlip police then returned puzzled ” 

This is the wav in which the Act is administered in my province. 
I should like fo mention two other instances to prove that the information 
ill the possession of Government is not infrequently incoiTect. We are 
always told : You people have got no information. We have lot of 

information in our possession, but we are not at liberty to disclose it like 
the Bihar paper.’’ We have two cases showing the value of the information 
possessed by the Government and the Police Department One is about 
informer Earn Chandra Bania. Pie planted a revolver in the hou<^e of 
one Earn Prasad Bhakat in C^^leutta luid infmv.n’d the police. It led to 
the arrest of the inmates, and, later on, they were discharged, and that 
man was sent for trial for giving false mformaiioii, with the result that 
he was eomdeted and given two years by the Presidency Magistrate of 
Calcutta for possession of a stolen ,dx chamber revolvei* without lieen>se. 
That W'RS only the other day in Sientemb^r, 1985 There was another re- 
cent ease in the district of Midnapore. There were three informers 
who, in April, 1985, planted six i>oTnbs nndeineath a plantain grove in 
the garden of one Hari Seina and informed the police The police came, 
found the bombs and arrested the inmates of the house. Later on, tliese 
informers were prosecuted for gi^dng false information. The findinars of 
The trying magistrate were : 

(1) that one informer purchased potassium chlorate and another 

purchased arsenic sulphate. These were the explosives found 

in the bombs ; 

(2) that the bombs were prepared by the informers themselves ; 

and 

(3) that a letter found with the revolver vas written at the dicta- 

tion of one of the informers. 

These two eases have revealed a serious and disgraceful state of 
things 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Who prosecuted the infor- 
mers f 

Mr Akhil Chandra Datta : Even that much of credit for honesty the 
Honourable the Leader of the House does not appear to give to the execu- 
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tive. I must jrratefuliy acknowledge that in these two cases the poHce 
oiBcers did their duty. But who knows, Sir, whiie you give me thanks, 
will yoa answer this question — ^wlxo knows how many cases there are, uii'- 
detected eases, how many people have been arrested and sent to jail on the 
information of such informers ? Now, Sir, here is a general descrip- 
tion of what is going on in that part of the country. Various kinds of 

strange orders are passed by the District Magistrate ” Thus, some 

one is asked not to leave nis home and a specified area, some not to enter a 
particular school or to associate with students, and some not to leave home 
from sunset to sunrise. Notv, what happened f As a result of all this, 
students were coinpellod to wuthdraAv from the schools where they -were 
reading and to sit idly with their own parents in their own villages. As 
the times of sunset and sunrise were not definitely mentioned in these 
notices, some of the boys W’ere easily prosecuted and convicted, and they 
had no watch or dock in their respective homes, so as to know the time 
of sunset every day. House searches and prosecutions there were many 
in connection with so-called objectionable literature. There have been 
extensive house searches from village to village, and some houses were 
searched half a dozen times. People were prosecuted and convicted for 
keeping so-called objectionable leaflets, even for keeping some pictures and 
even including Mr. Sen Gupta’s address as the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee of the Calcutta Congress. Now, not only did the police com- 
mit exeesses,^ but there came in the military also. Soldiers paraded from 
village to village, and. so-called suspects — ^teachers, students, etc , — ^yeve 
compelled to march wiih them or to run for considerable distances In 
many places, even old men had also to share the same fate. Sometimes 
boys were made to swim for hours together, {ydees : Good 1 good ! ”) 
In one ease, a disUnguished Head Master in the district of Noakhaii was 
lestrained bj^ the District Magistrate from entering his school or associat- 
ing with his students, with the result that the poor teacher lost his job. 

And, what was the reason for that ? He was asked by Mr. Hant, 'the 

military intelligence officer of Noakhaii, in his letter da fed the 22nd Octo- 
ber, 1934, to he^p a certain 0 I D. officer in his work which the Ihead 

Master did not like to do, and, therefore, the above strange order was 

passed upon tlie^ Head Master. Now this is what is going on there 1 This 
was ill Noakliali, but I know all these remarks apply equally io all the 
districts. 


Now, Sir, I am afraid’ I am tiring the patience of the House and should 
not like to continue. (Voices : ‘‘No, no, go on.”) The position, there- 
fore, at the present moment is this. There is peace on our side but 
war mentality on the other. The Civil Disobedience Movement has 'been 
suspended, and, at tlie present moment, the situation can be described like 
iJiis. There are no riots or other disorders ; there is no murder there is 

no campaign pf a. no-tax movement. Adoiittedly, there is no boycott of 

men, no social boycott, either cX G-overnment servants or of 

the supporters of _ the Government. There is no bovcott of 

Courts, there is no picketing, there is no interference at aH\vith the 
administration of laiv and order and tlic lav Courts Tliere is no intimi- 
dation. Nov jf that is the position. Sir. it i.s very difficult to understand 
why at all these provisions should be retained, much less Ihev should 
remain permuuent. Now, Sir, our position is this. If you want to Mil the 
national eonseiousnes.s. do it )iy ad means, but we cannot be a party to it. 
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and we won^t be a party to it (Hear, bear.) You can bill iib, but mo 
cannot eommil suicide ourselves. Therefore, we cannot bless your 
Ordinance Bill, and ve won't sign our ow^n political death warrant, bir, 
I oppose the Bill. t^Loud and Prolonged Cheers.) 

Ml*. A, K. PuzM Huq (Bakargunj cum Faridpur : MuhKmmadan 
Eural) : Sir, 1 had not tJie privilege ot* listening to the speech of the 
Honourable the Home Member when he introduced his Bill but I have 
had the opportunity of reading his speech, with the added advantage 
that I have been able to bring my considered judgment to hear, not 
merely on the provisions of the Bill, but also on the speech which he 
Honourable Member delivered in its support Sir, having considered the 
position carefully, I regret to have to say that I am constrained to oppose 
this Bill, ffiear, hear.) Sir, before I pnoceed to make iny observations 
I wish to say something by way ot a personal explanation. _ It is not 
enough to say that I have had personally nothing to do either vith 
lerronsiu, eommunalism or Communism. No one amongst our.selYei, even 
most disiantly related, ha.s ever been either a terrorist, a CominuiusT or a 
cominunalist : and although 1 am a very insignificant Meiab-r ot Uu^ 
Assembly {Voices : “ No, no ”), it has been my luck to oecupv more or 
less responsible positions in public service and in public life. _ ( Hear, 
heiir.) It is, therefore, no pleasure to me to b(^ constrained to., join my 

voice' with that of the Opposition and, if necessary, to vote against the 

measure that has been introduced in this House _ Sir, T have been obliged 
to take this step from a supreme sense of responsibility. I will not indulge 

in quoting any facts and figures but I will illustrate the remarks I am 

goiiLg to make by quoting certain instances within my own personal 
knov’ledii'e in order to eorndnee the House that measures of ti™ kind not 
only defeat their own obiect but are often misused pd abused in the most 
ext'raordinarj' manner (Hear, hear ) No one disputes the proposition 
that in nlj civilized societies legislation is not only necessary out even 
desirable in order to restrict the activities of individuals so as not to inter- 
fere with the rights and privileges of others or of the society as a wliole. 
No one, for instance, in his senses can quarrel with the Penal oode or the 
Criminal Procedure Code or any of the codified law of the country which 
is meant not merely for the protection of the individuals but for the pro- 
tection of the society as a whole. But when Government wants to 
ducc an extraordinary measure of a more or less repressive character, whe 
burden lies heavily on the Member 'who seeks to introduce that measure 
not racvfiv to prove that that legislation is desirable but that « is a^so 
necc'^sarv' I will presently .show that judged from that standard tne 
Honourable the Home Member lias failed to discharge the burden that lay 
on him and. therefore, the Bill lhat has been introduced cannot, on any 
account, be supported. 

Now Sir I contend, in the first place, that this Bill is wholly useless 
and unnecessary. Tt is said that there are terrorist activities and that 
thev ha'^’C got to be suppressed and put down But, Sir, even if thci e are 
irresponsible writings in the press, it cannot for a moment be eonteuded 
that liiese writings of themselves generate anything like terrorism or 
anarchi.-m or that they incline peaceful people to take to terrorism or 
anarchism The European community in India, for ins1ar.ee, are nmst 
devoutiv attached to the Government. Naturally they^should he so But 
supposing some Anglo-Indian paper were to indulge in violent wmitmgs, 
inciting ic terrori.sm and sedition, I do not think the Europeans would for 
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a single moment waver m their loyally or be misled by any writing of 
that kmd. The reason is obvious. In order that seditious writings or 
w'ritings encouraging terrorism or anarchism can have any etfect, the 
ground must already be prepared and it is only when the poison falls on 
congenial soil that evil results are expected to ensue. Now, I contend 
that at the present moment there is a good deal of disaffeelion in India 
The reason is not that there have been writings in the press but I contend 
that it is persistent mal-administration that has driven the non-violent 
people into the folds of those who are disloyal. The voice of the people 
never finds anything like a hearing from the bui'eauerats. 'I’hey 
go on in tJiei}' .own v/ay full of the belief that they know everything and 
that their visdom knows no bounds, that whatever they dO' is right 
and they take steps which generally lead them to disastrous consequences. 
Now, Sir, I was saying that measures of this kind are generally abused. 

I will cite two instances, one relating to the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act and the other relating to the Press Act. Siome time ago a certain 
Subdi’^/isional Magistrate, whom I shall not mention by name at the 
present moment, trespassed into a mosque with shoes on. Tlie Muslims 
vehemently ^ ])rotested and they appealed to the Collector and to 
the ( oniinissieiier but without any efieet T wumt over to Lhat place 
personally and made certain inquires and 1 was personally convinced 
that the ailegations made against the Subdivisional Magistrace were 
cniTcct I wrote to the Commissioner and I telegraphed to him asking 
for an inquiry or at least for an interview and I am sorry to say that he 
had noi even the ordinary courtesy to reply to my letter or telegram On 
the contrary, he went away to Darjeeling and from there the Government 
wrote to one of ray friends, not to me who was moving in the matter, that 
Government are in close touch with the situation The accident happened 
somewhere about 500 miles away from Calcutta, the entire Government 
was then at Darjeeling and we were told that the Government were in 
close loiieli with the situation However, we had to compose ourselvO'} to 
this state of affairs. Suddenly, the Subdivisional Magistrate lodged a 
complaint against certain persons vdio had published an account of those 
oeenrreiiees in the columns of a Calcutta paper and asked the peimiission 
of the Government to prosecute them under section 6 of the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act. Now\ these gentlemen had only published in the 
newspaper an account of what had happened, and the result was that 
section 6 was invoked in order to prosecute those persons, one of whom 
happens to be a member of the Bengal Legislative Council We asked the 
District Magistrate to drop the proe'eedings and we pointed out to him the 
Statement of Objects and Eeasons of the Criminal Law Amendment Bill 
when it was introduced in 1932. He paid no heed to what v e said and 
ultimately we moved the High Court The matter is still ml judicc and 
I cannot say anj^thing further on that point. I am giving only one 
instance to show how the (l^riminal Law Amendment Act is sometimes 
used b,y the executive in this country. 

Then, Sir, as regards the Press Act. We all know that there is a 
certain official called the Press Censor, whose duty it is to keep a watchful 
eye over the writings in the press That may be his ordinary function 
but he thinks that he has got the authority and the jurisdiction to interfere 
in other matters as well. At one time, not very long ago. there was a pro- 
posal of the Government of Bengal to abolish a e'ertain Muslim hostel in 
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Calcutta. We protested against that, because the cost to the (yovern- 
ment was only Rs. 3,000 a year and the abolition of that hostef would have 
uieaiD disaster to a large number of poor Muhammadan boys. We found 
that the Government w’-ouid not listen to ns and we arranged a public 
meeting to be held and we invited representatives of the press to be present 
there and io publish the proceedings h'be J louse will be surprised 1o 
heal* thru the Press Censor immediately issued <i mandate to all the ne\^s- 
pa]>ers not to publisli the proceedings of our meeting and even forbade 
tlit‘ representatives of the press to be present at our meeting, rins is liov 
the P^esK^ Censor carries on his duties in order to see that the Press Act 
is regularh acted upon and regularly obeyed I siibmifc that these repres- 
sive Acm ma} he vrell meant and it iimy be that the Honourable ilie Ilome 
Member, with the best of intentions, has introduced this measure in this 
Hoime But I submit that if tlie executive officers, with whoin lies Ihe 
actual working of the Act, act m this irresponsible manner, where is tlie 
guarantee that these Acts would not be abused and the purpose for wlneli 
they have been passed would not ultimately be frustrated 

The)*e is just one point to which 1 will refer before I diusa Siace 
the year 1910, efforts have been made to pass various Acts in order In put 
dovn terrorism, anarchism and Communism. Has any attempt been jn:i<le 
to iind out the root cause of this anarchism, terrorism and (bmmimism 
1 say no attempt has been made A faint voice says. yes '' ; Inic J say 
tlial lie a [tempi has be'^n made to find out the root cause. Sir, if there is 
headache, the only remedy that the Government can propose is to cut oii’ 
the head in order to get rid of the headache Is that the way Io eradicate 
the disease 

Mr. F. E. James (Madras • European) What attempts did vou 
4 p make to eradicate this evil of terrorism 

Mr. A K Fu^lul Huq_ : I was not given a chance at all 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi (Daeca cwm Mymensmgli Muhaninifu1a)i 
Hural) • Ho’n- many repressive lavs did you support while you were a 
Minister in Bengal ? 

Mr. A K. Fuzlul Huq : 1 do not think the pages of the proceedings 
uf the Bengal Legislative Couneii can show a single imstance where 1 
supported any repressive measure f Applause ) 

Mr Sri Prakasa : If you had done so, you would have been knighted 

Mr A. K. Fuzlul Huq ; Now, Sir, rvhat T am submitting to the 
Honourable House is this ; il is no use tinkering with the situ.ilion. I 
sa.v India at the piescut iiiouient is seething with discontent and that too 
for a very good reason. The reason is that the bureaucracy is carrying on 
tl’.e adiiiimstration so as to impoverish the country The Government aie 
cariying on their work in a most irresponsible manner. They never care 
ho'w they spend public money. The result is that the youths of tins 
country become inclined to listen to writings in the press which may even 
distantly suggest terrorism and anarchism. The same thing w'onld happen 
in any (-ountry Supposing the Indians were to conquer England and 
snppomug the ‘Indians were ruling England Supposing the Indians as 
the conquerors liad introduced a mock parliament in England and haii 
■rot hold' of the treasury Supposiiio- the Indians were to send out all the 
money from England to India Supposing in that mock Parliament, in 
some way or other, the Englishmen were allowed to put interpellalious 
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and that eveiy time when a question was put by an Buglisinnan. 

some Indian Member on the Treasury Benches rose and answered “ Part 
(aj. Yoh. Part (b) No, Part (c). Does not arise and Part (d). It is 
not in the public interest to answw tliis.’h biipposing such answei's were 
given 03 the Indian Members representing the G-overiiment in Biigland, 
I would noL be siirpiised ii English 3'Oinlis in those conditions uacl nad 
recourse to terrorism and anarchism (Laughter ) Therefore, I submit 
that 3'on should remove the root caiis^' You bring down the huge expenses 
of yoti • amninistratJon. India is at the piesent time, as is well knowip 
the poorest country in the world and yet the Government are running an 
adiiiinistraiLon which is most expensive on the face of the globe. {A Voice : 

Shame. 'b Yes, it is really a matter of shame and those who coiaito- 
nance tins state of things are certainly to be ashamed of their conduct. 
I will take one instance. Here is my Honourable friend, Mr, Griffiths, 
from Bengal, representing the Bengal Government. He has no reason 
to be Iiei’e. Wh^-' is he here For one or two reasons, ^ — either to recoxTl 
his vote or to make a speech. So far as recording of vote is Cioneerned, 
even a clerk from the Secretariat can do it as efficiently. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : A chaprassi will do. 

Mr A, K FiizM Hnq : A clerk might be sitting here, and, at The 
time of the division, he can go to the lobby and record his vote. His \ote 
would be as valuable as that of Mr. Griffiths, because the clerk from the 
Secretariat Troiild be as good a Member as Mr. Griffiths and we wmuld 
have the satisfaction of being able to get a vote for the Government v/ith 
miicJi le^s expense than we can have the vote wdien the Government brings 
in Mr. iiriffitlis here all the way from Bengal paying him his travelling 
expenses and a salary of Ks 2,000 a month from the public treasury, i 
say witij the utmost respect that any hireling would serve the purpose for 
which Mr. Griffiths has been brought here. As regards speeches, wo do 
md waul any from the official Members. I know that Mr. Griffiliis made 
a very good speech, ])e is a very grand speaker, but all the facts stated by 
him are wrong (Applause 1 Those who support this Bill may thjuk 
that nlmi all Mr Griffiths has said is correct. But I dispute lus facts 
thi'ugh I admire his speech I dispute ail the facts which he has put 
fonvard hef(>re the House. Why ? Because wliat does a District Magis- 
trate ever know about the real heart of India Hiow" can poor District 
Magistrates know anything of India No Englishman knows BengaU. 
The Englishmen have got very high intellectual capacity, but they ai-e 
very duii in learning languages. 

An Honourable Member : Mr. Griffiths knows Bengali. 

Mr. A K. FuzM Huq : He knows as much Bengali as I know 
Ja]>anese He does not know it Now, I have not come across a single 
Englishman except Bev. Carey of Barisal who can claim to know the 
vernacular of the country. Now, the difficulty is that when these District 
Magistrates g(j out into the country they suffer from a great handicap 
because rliej do not know the local vernacular. They cannot mix freely 
with the p<^o])ie and skv, it cannot be expected that they would know 
what grievanees the peo]>le have. These District Magistrates come into 
conlael only with cJumMdan and parichayatclars who generally mistrans* 
late to them what the poor ryots have got to represent. Well, 
Sir, in this connection 1 am ivnuiulcd of an old story. There was an 
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old Eajali wlio was lioldmg liis court in tlie jungles, and the jackals began 
to howl. Tlie Raja asked, w^hat are all these bowlings about The cour- 
tiers said, Your Majesty, it is Tery cold and the jackals are feeling the 
coin. The} are asking for blankets The Raja mimediaiely asked, 
iioAv many blankets they want 'b The courtiers said, ‘‘ The} want 
blankets -which wmuld cost about two lakhs The Raja immediately 
ordered two lakhs of rupees to be paid out of the treasury for the ]nir- 
chase of blankets. When the Raja was holding his court the next clay, 
the jackals again began to howd, w’-hen he asked what was the lumdoig 
about. The courtiers said, Your Majesty, the jackals are thanking 
your Majesty for the blankets (Laughter.) So when the District 
Magistrates go to. the Tillages, they listen to whatever the ohaukidcrs or 
the pauchayatdars have to represent about the grievances of the people 
and after listening to those stories, the District Magistrate thinks that he 
has done his duty With this kind of knowledge, my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Griffiths or anybody else, may go and hear the grievances of the poor 
masses, bur they do not know the real situation. The real situation 
IS this, that unless and until this top-heavy and most expensive admi- 
nistration is reduced to reasonable limits, unless the voice of the people 
is heard and honoured, and unless and until the Government is really 
broadbased on the wdshes of the people, there can never be any ^nd 
to terrorism or Communism or anarchism Terrorism, anarchism and 
Communism all naturally grow out of discontent; Go to the root cause 
and adopt the ITnani and Ayurvedic systems of treatment Feel the 
pulse of the nation, find out the root cause and prescribe the propv^r 
medicine, not quack medicines in the shape of repressive measures wiiicli 
will recoil like the boomerang on those wdio propose lo adopt such reme- 
dies. Therefore, I suggest, that you should adopt such ads which will 
really broadbase the Government on the walling affections of the people 
as well as eradicate for ever ail causes of sedition, disloyalty and dis- 
content. 

An Honourable Member : What about the salary of the Executive 
Councillors 

Mr. A. K. Fuzlul Huq : I am not talking here of the salary of any 
•one individual in particular. I am talking generally of the abnormally 
heavy expenditure in administration In my own Province of Bengal 
the expenses on the administration have gone up from five crores to 
eleven crores What is the justification for that ’ In the Government 
of India also, the expenses have been jumping higher and higher every 
year When I am saying these things, I am not doing so in any carp- 
ing spirit of criticism I am saying all these things as one of the best 
friends of the Government, as one of the best supporters of the Gov- 
ernment. If I vote against this measure, it is because I honestly feel 
that I cannot support a measure of this kind which does not appeal to 
my conscience I have carefully considered the provisions of the Bill, 
I have also considered the various facts and circumstances which have 
come to my knowdedge in the past I know^ from personal knowdedge 
how these provisions are being abused by the executive aidhorities. It 
is for that reason I cannot find mvself able to support this Bill There is 
yet time, Sir Let the Honourable the Home Member consider if the 
provisions wdiich he wants to introduce in the shape of this special enact- 
ment cannot be included m the ordinary law^ of Ihe land by ammidiug 
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the Code of Criminal Procedure and the Indian Penal Code if that is 
done, I do not think there can be any objection. But we have certainly 
got objections to extraordinary measures, because extraordinary 
measures really prove to be extraordinary remedies. They do nothing 
to bring solace to the disease, they simply irritate, they simply excite 
the people In order to jirevent all that, it is necessary that such steps 
should be taken as will achieve the object in view and at the same time 
disarm all possible opposition Sir, 1 h.ave heard of terrorism, anarcliism 
and Communism and cornmunalism. Let me say as far as commiiiialism 
is eoneeimed, these particular measiiren are not at all necessary nor are 
they justified. C ommiinalisiii will go when the leaders of the various 
eomniimities feel that it is enough to stick to one^s own faith, that it is 
wrong to abuse another man’s faith and another man’s religion (Hear, 
hear.) A go/jd Mussalman to be a good Mussalman must have toleration 
for the faith of others ; so a Hindu, so a Sikh and so a Christian. When 
we Indians, who are educated, who are born amongst the people and are 
above the people in knowledge and experience, teach our own people the 
lessons of toleration, then and then only will conimunaiism disappear. 
But if rsome one else intervenes in these domestic quarrels of ours, it only 
embitters the situation. The third parPv that comes in is always leaning 
towards one side or the other If ilip hrst party and the second party 
choose to quaiTel, let them quarrel for some time and everything would 
be quiet in the end. But if the third party intervenes, they might inter- 
vene in such a manner as 1o raise a suspicion of partiality either towards 
this party or to that 

Captain Sardar Sher Muhammad Khan (Nominated Non-Official) : 
What about your compromise in London with the Bengal Hindus 

Mr. A K. FuzM Huq : So far as Bengal is concerned, you oa\ii leave 
it to us to settle our affiairs Personally, so far as T am concerned. T 
have always had the most affectionate love from all my Hindu friends. 
T have nothing to fear personally, and I think tactfully we will be able 
to work in harmony with them, whatever may be the Communal A^vard 
or whatever may be the decision of Government 

Sir, I do not wish to take up the time of the House. The matter has 
been discussed for iso many days and from many points of view T am 
only asking the Honourable the Home Member to c'onsider if even nov he 
cannot think of amendments in the Act which may meet to a certain 
extent the wishes of the various groups in this House If he is adamant 
I can only say that even those like us who do not wish ordiiiarilv to 
embarrasft Government will have no other alternative but to vote against 
the Bill. Government eerlainly will have the power to eertifv, hut Gnv- 
ettiment by certification is certainly not a thing to be desired : and T, 
therefore, once more ask him to consider whether the additional powers 
which he wants to take cannot be introdneed into the ordinarv law of 
the land Rir, T do not think T need take up the time of the House ; T 
feel that, as at present advised, T have no other alternative hnt to oppose 
this measure. 

Maharaia Kumar Viiaya Ananda Gajanatirai (United Provinces • 
Landholders) : Sir. I have carefully looked into the proposals of the 
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preisent Bill. In this liali^ wc3 meet together to square up diflierences, and 
one can fairly presume that intolerance to a ditl'ermg opinion will weigh 
in favour of the Bill. 

I need not lake up much lime by x)ointing out that the proposal to 
continue some of the provisions of the Act of 1932 is in a much moditied 
form. The Government of India have recognised that safety and execu- 
tion of duties of public servants need no longer any special law L*or 
their protection, that rumours are no longer to be feared, that discipline 
of boys and wards have become normal, and such other activities may 
safely be left to themselves. In the Statement of Objects and Keasons, 
three matters are intended to be continued giving them a permanent 
form. 

The first of these is picketing. T hope it will not be out of place to 
narrate a little incident of 1113^ own. When in 1930, the world-renowned 
cricketers, Hobbs and Siitelitie, ni}’ guests, offered to play their first 3nnmgs 
at Benares, more than ten thousand peojile were glad to witness the game. 
I do not know how the local Congresismen had a bee in their bonnet to 
organise picketing against the show, and picketing commenced. I assured 
the local Congress authorities that no j)olitical odour should be given to 
the affair, and picketing was stopped. Good sense prevailed 

I recall this incident to say that there is scope for mutual under- 
standing. I would have been glad to see section 7 of the Act of 1932 
also modified. But I, rather too cautious for my age, have weighed 
some considerations which I beg to place before this House, T say 
this in the same spirit as I took up when I wrote to the Benares Congress 
authorities. 

This Act was parsed on the 7th December, 1932 The Honourable 
the then Home Member’s last remarks contain the following words : 

If the menace which is typified m the Civil Disobedience Movement 
is once removed — and the passing of this Bill will contribute powerfully 
to remove it — then we can go forward with confidence into the new 
era ” Opinions may be widely divergent as to the dawning of the new 
era, but that the Act of 1932 has powerfully Contributed to remove the 
agitation cannot for a moment be disputed It is one of the truisms 
of political philosophy that we base our legislation on the expert in- 
terpretation of our environments The solutions proposed make 

their way successfully only as they represent an interpretation of ex- 
perience sufficiently akin to our own to be valid for us Now that the 
environment has changed, the Government have, by repealing some of 
the drastic provisions, interpreted that change I humbly submit that 
suceesisful as the Government have been, can we truly interpret the 
present situation by saying that the Government were wrong in their 
legislation in 1932 ^ If one can, let him dare. I cannot. For the 
life of me, T cannot shut my eyes to the obvious facts, From that point 
of view, to me the question has narrowed down into one — ^how much 
power should still remain with the Government For my part, I can 
say that clause (h) of section 7 (7) can be modified in view of the altered 
enviroment. 

The second question is that of unlawful associations. I can under- 
stand those who are outside this Legislature and have no faith in evolu- 
tion or constitutional progress. But it is inconsistent why my colleagues 
Jj195JjAD e 
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who do not, deny the existence or terrorism and yet do not propose any 
alternative measure to tackle Avuth iiiilawrui associations. I have heard 
with surprise a respected and experienced legislator expressing the odier 
day in this House that the Gov^eriiitieiiL is not our U o vcmiiien t. I recall 
with respect an observation oii the late Mr Golilialej of course^ when I 
was a baby in arms, that alter all tins Leg^slalaie Vv^as our Legidature 
There is enough scope for difLcriug oiiniioiis trynig £o gain power in tins 
Legislature, and the Government is carrying on, on the law of this Legis- 
lature. If the Government be not oui* own, I do iiu. for a moment 
appreciate the value of thousands oL' questions and scores of reholiitions 
brought up. Similarly, if the Government be not our own, why object 
to the legislation for unlawful associations ^ Is it not simply because, 
the Government have, as Government, found terrorism having its root 
in unlawful associations f We as legislators have our duty in chat 
behalf. If we objeci to the present lau^, it is up to us to suggest an 
alternative. 

The third set of powers are agaiubt the press, whieii is after all, the 
voice of the people. 1 am the last person to support sliliing reports of 
events or fair criticism. JBut lu this matter also, the only available 
remedy is to suggest ameiidmeiits to modify the existing law. In the 
absence of such suggestions, the men in poAver will eontlnae m their 
course. : 

When talking about fair criticism, I should refer you to some of the 
recent papers of our country. The Bombay Sentinel of the Lth September 
has pitied the mentality of the Honourable the Home Member and compared 
his metluds to that of the Bourbons in France and Tsarist regime in 
Eussia The Searchlight; of the 1st September has an editorial on the 
L 0. S. ineD m Judicial Service and in coarse of that article, observes : 

The truth is that the Avhole sysieni of judicial administration is defec- 
tive from top to bottom and a thoroiigli overhauling is needed lo put 
things right The Advance of the 5th Septemlier has, in siippoiting a 
recent judgment of Mr. Justice Lort- Williams, criticised this present Bill 
trenchantly and forcefully ; but histoiically and philosophically. The 
Forward of the same date observes that : His Excellency was ill-advised 
in disallowing the adjournment motion of the Honourable Mr Akhil 
Chandra Dutta The Daily News of Nagpur of the 4th September, in 
its editorial, had hard words against the Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber such as Sir James is just pul ting his statistics into his pocket and 
/talking in air He is not a free agent and the City of London thinks 
for him 

I have compiled this selection to shoAv that fair criticism is allowed 
and there is a way for both sides to make up I do not see why there 
should be greater desire for press comment than this by the Opposition. 
That is my humble submission. 

I regret I have to bring in another personal sentiment into this game 
of politics. Sir, it is regrettable that during the Civil Disobedience 
Movement, the premier Cricket Tournament Avhich is called '' the 
Quadrangulars Avas abandoned for thi-ee years in Bombay. Had it 
not been abandoned, muc]} of the bad Immour of the hitters and bowlcj'S 
on both sides of this House Avould not have been in evidence, and now I 
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have joined in this debate, because T cannot reasonably play the role of 
a mere spectator. As the llononrable the IJoine Member is rather satis- 
fied with the suspension of the Civil IJisobedienee Movement, I leave ji 
aside. But the game played in this Movement was not cricket. One 
thing, I may allude to, the no-tax campaign. There has been too 
much '' body-line stuff m tins political field in our country, and if a 
new law is necessary to prevent the corruption of the game, everybody 
in this House should welcome it. 

Another very important question has occurred to me. Of course, it 
has seemed important to me Ts it. not a fact that this Government is 
handing over these powers to a new set of men who are coming into 
office — whoever tlie 3 r may be ? Has not the Government sufficient justL 
fication for recognising that differences in political, economic or religious 
views ’’ lead to annoyance i Has not the Government reason to fear 
constantly reeuiTing outbursts of communal feeling f Facts are 
there, and none can blink at tlicni. 

I may be called an alarmist. But I am still in the habit of taking 
my lesson from tliose who liave experience and opportunity Beceiitly 
I came across an article in the latest issue of the Political Quarterly from 
the pen of Captain the Right Honourable Wedgewood Benn, whose sym- 
pathies for Indian aspirations are well-known. I take the liberty ^ of 
culling a few observations from his article Outlook on the Indian 
Reforms : 

** It IS true to say that little has been heard of the most important of all forces — 
popular Hindu opinion, find that little has been ignored. ...‘Working the Constitu- 
tion ^ may mean two It may mean merely a iMlliiigness to stand for election, 

but its leal meaning is willingness to form or support Indian Ministry, That Indians 
will be found to accept portfolios, of conise, goes without saying.’^ 

Referring to Congress candidates, he observes : 

“ If they can succeed in shaming Indian Ministers into relinquishing their 
losponsibilities, they will be happy. The issue which they wush to keep before the 
public — that of Britain versus India — ivill be most elcaily presented, of course, if 
they can force the Governors into Hie use of the autocratic powers which they now 

possess in an unprecedented degree It is to be hoped that the Indian Assemblies 

will be wuilmg to assume the responsibilities for safeguarding what is a prime In Han 
interest, the preservation of peace and quiet m their streets and fields 

In my humble opinion, the problem before the Indian politicians is 
whether they will sinrt from the quo, and themselves bring about 

a happier eiiviromiierdy or eoiiiinne in futile methods and endless agita- 
tion. T think the Congre<^s Variy can aRor the law to a workable formula, 
and themselves be Ihe adininistrators ot the future, if wisdom prevails. 

No one will be happier ilian myself if, by our conduct, no occasion is 
afforded to any one to n"e the powers of the proposed law, and this law 
remains a forgotten chapter 

With these few words, 1 wish to resume my seat and support "^he 
Honourable the Homo Member. 

Pandit Gownd Ballabh Pant (Rohilknnd and Rnmaon Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan RnraD • Sir it is needless to say that I rise to 
oppose the motion for the consideration of the Bill So far as the 
Government and some of tlie ITononi'ahle Members who have supported 
them are concerned, they may treat’ this Bill as a mere administrative 
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device for the maiiiteiiaiice of order under coercion. Some of them may 
look npon it only m a light spirit of frolicsome frivolity. But so far 
as I and those of my way of thinking are concerned, it gives rise to 
momentous issues. It is nothing short of an outrage on the cherished 
acquisitions, the cherished possessions, and the cherished institutions of 
modern age and civilization. Take away the right of freedom of thought, 
take away the right of freedom of expression, take away the right of 
freedom of association : just ignore the achievements of science, its dis- 
coveries and inventions ; and what is left of modern civilization ? What 
IS, above all, the greatest achievement of the modern age and how has 
It been attained? Is it not only through the clash of ideas and through 
the impact of mind upon mind that humanity has been progressing and 
steadily advancing forward ? I oppcMse this measure, because, in its 
elfect to maintain artificial calm, it is creating, at all events even if it 
succeeds, the peace of the desert as Lord Irwin once said, or a fettered 
and muzzled India as Lord Morley had said on a previous occasion. 
Sir, is it not a tragedy and an irony that in this year of Grace 1935 such 
a Bill should be placed before this House ? I am reminded, Sir, that 
it is just 100 years almost to a day that Sir Charles Metcalfe, known as 
the liberator of the press in India, issued orders withdrawing all 
restraints on the press. I would like just to read out a few sentences 
from the reply he gave to the deputation which wailed on him in the 
year 1835 for the withdrawal of restraints on the press. This is what 
he said : 

** It rests with them. {meamng the critics and opponents), “ to show that the 
communication of knowledge is a curse and not a benefit, and that the essence of good 
Government is to cover the land with darkness ; for otherwise it must be admitted 
to be one of the most imperative duties of a Government to confer the incalculable 
blessing of knowledge on the people, and by what means can this be done more 
ett'ectively than by the unrestrained- liberty of publication and by the stimulus which 
it gives to the powers of the mind.’^ 

I would appeal to Honourable Members opposite to give a little 
thought to those words of wisdom By what other means can you carry 
the torch of light in this country ? Sir, Vv^e deplore illiteracy, we 
deplore superstitions, we want to find out remedies for them, we want 
to carry on a propagamla that may turn even the man who lives in the 
most remote hamlet in the village into a literate man, we want even 
the humble dweller of the thatched hiit to be an intelligent citizen. 
We want him to be capable of taknig an active interest in the affairs 
of our country. How can it be done otherwise than by the extension 
of the activities of the press ? 

Sir, before proceeding further, I should like to tell the House 

that whenever any restraints wrre imposed on the press, they retarded 
the growth and extension of printing presses as well as of news- 
papers and other periodical publication's and even of books. As Honour- 
able Members are aware, between the years 1910 and 1920, the press in 
India was subject to the octopus of the Press x\ct In 1921, the Press 
Act was repealed, and, between 1921 and 1930, the press was free from 
i striking. Sir, between the years 1911 and 
when the press was under Ptp'-js fh^ rise in th^ number 
of presses was from 2,780 to 3,371 .ar iimrease of about 600 in 10 years,— 
or, on an average of 60 )>er 7.’ear. When tlie.se fellers were, withdrawn 
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m 1921, wliat was the result ? Between the years 1921 and 1931, the 
number of presses went up from 3,371 to 6,520, which shows an increase 
of about 3,200. The number was almost doubled The growdi m the 
number of presses in two years was more than lu the Avhoie ox the ten 
preceding years. Similar was the case with newspapers. Tlie number 
of newspapers and publications was 2,924 in 1911 as against 3,093 lu 
1920. Thus, the total increase during this decade was only 169. But, 
thereafter, between 1920-21 and 1930-31, the number went up to 4,500, 
with the result that the increase during this decade came to 1,500 in 
place of 169. Thus, in one single year, after the withdrawal of the 
fetters, there was a larger addition to the number of newspapers and 
publications in this country than during thxe whole of the preceding ten 
years when the press was under the repressive Press Act. (Cheers from 
Congress Party Benches ) Let us no^v look at the number of books 
published The number of books published in 1911-12 came 1 3 11,584. 
And what was the number in 1919-20 ? It was in reality oa-/ 11^110. 
Theie was thus an actual reduction, a shrinkage to the extent of 500 
in the number of books during the period the Press Act was in force. 
But what was the result when the Press Act was wdthdra-wn ‘ Between 
1919-20 and 1930-31 the number went up from 11,100 to 17 427, — an 
increase of more than 6,000. Sir, can you have any doubt m V'/ur mind 
in the face of these figures and statistics that restraints on the press are 
a grave menace and a great hindrance to the diffusion of knowledge and 
culture, and stand in the way of all the well-wishers of the country and 
of all those people who are interested in promoting truth, light and 
learning ? 

Let us look back again on the history of the kst icn*,' years. Sir, 
as I have just said, but for two short interludes, chere were no restraints 
on the press between 1835 and 1910, wdien the Press Act v/as introduced 
which remained on the Statute-book up to the year 1921. Sir, I should 
like to remind Honourable Members of the Report that was issued by 
the Press Laws Committee. I will not repeat what they said. Import- 
ant extracts from their report have been brought to the notice of the 
House by some of the speakers who have preceded me. What [ want to 
tell Honourable Members is tins : that in July, 1921, when the Press Laws 
Committee issued its Report, and shortly after when the Press Act was 
repealed, the commotion in the country wms much more grave, much 
more alive and much more kicking than it is today. At that t.me, Sir, 
the Civil Disobedience Movement wms almost at its zenith, there ^vere 
no local law^s, and there was no law at all in Bengal for the control of 
terrorism. Besides, all the political prisoners, Av^heiher convicted for 
violence or for non-violence offences, wiio had been released in pur- 
suance of the proclamation issued in December, 1919, on the passage of 
the Montford Act ^vere at large then. Sir, the state of terrorism at 
that time was much worse than what is said to be today. 1 think the 
Home Member, the Government of India and the Secretary of State, 
ail claim jointly and severally that the stale of the country, so far as 
terrorism is concerned, is better, and lias considerably improved since 
May I know what is the reason for proceeding with a Bill like this at 
this time of the day when there is undislurbcd tranquillity, when, 
so far as terrorism is concerned, you admit and declare that the posi- 
iion is much better, and when, so far as Civil Disobedience is concerned, 
it is at least suspended and quiescent, I ask, in all humility, what is the 
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justification for proceeding with a measure of tins sort today when it 
was considered proper, appropriate and safe to repeal the Press Act of 
1910 in 1921-22. So far as terrorism is concerned, there are provisions 
in Ihe Bengal Act which are most stringent and rigid. There it is 
open to the magistrates to issue orders to the printers and editors not 
to publish anything they do not like, irrespective of its being lawful or 
unlawful, wholesome or unwholesome. The Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act contains provisions which do not leave any room for 
any free activity to any person or jonrnalist in Bengal. Whether those 
laws are tolerable or not, I am not concerned with. What I am concerned 
with IS only this, that, so far as terrorism is concerned, the remedies that 
you are providing in this Bill are altogether insignificant, negligible, 
useless and superfluous in the face of the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act, and there is no reason why, in the circumstances, you should 
plead terrorism as an excuse for putting this Bill permanently on the 
Statute-book. Then, Sir, may I know what, after all, has been the 
efficacy, the benefit, the advantage of the last three years ^ administra- 
tion of the Criminal Law Amendment Act which is and was intended 
to expire in December next and will then die an unlamented death ? 
3 should like to know v’'hat has been the advantage, what has been the 
consequence, what lias been the fruitful sequel to the passing of that 
measure and its administration for the last three years. It was ad- 
mittedly an emergency measure. It was devised with a view to treat- 
ing a passing phase, a temporary malady, and what has been its reaction, 
and what bas been its eflect ^ A malady that was then no more than local, 
Iransitory and incidental, has now become chronic, and a permanent, 
inseparable and unsavoury feature of the body politic, fe not that by itself 
sufficient, for condemning that measure and for throwin,g it out f There 
is a proverb among us as to a disease coming on worsening with the 
treatment. Where the treatment has, after regular trial of three years, 
proved to be altogether inefficacious, and even harmful, and detrimental 
to the patient is it in any way wise to persist in that wrong and erratic 
course So, T submit the Bdl should be thrown out, because the parent 
of Ihe Bill, the existing Act, onL of which it has sprung, has proved a 
ter which may kill, but cannot possibly cure or heal. There is one more 
reason why I think there is absoluloly no justification for this measure. 
Here I have before me the report of the speech that the late Home Mem- 
ber delivered, while introducing the Criminal Law Amendment Bill in 
1932. T have also before me a copy of the Bill which was then introduced 
with its Statement of Objects and Eeasons. It was repeatedly said by 
the Home Member then that the Government had introduced* that Biil 
only because of the Civil Disobedience Movement. He said : 

** The origin ot the Bill is very plain. It can be said in two or three words, 
the civil disobedience movement. It is nnnecessary to give a history of that move- 
ment. ^ ' 

Further, he went on to say : 

“ Tho^-^e Ordinances expired after six months and as the period for their expiry 
approachcfi ii became evident that we were in no position to discard the weapons witfi 
which the eiTil disobedience movement was being fought Accordingly, at the end of 
June the aevernor (General issued a new consolidated Ordinance. This in its turn 
will expire at the end of the year. JVow, Kir, the problem is, what action are the 
Government to take. The civil disobedience movement, though its manifestations have 



THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 


757 


been nmeli curtailed and though I think I can claim that its supporters have lost a 
good deal ot the impetus with which the movement i\as started, is still in existence 
and no one can prophesy when it will come to an end it certainly will not end so 
long as the ieadeis still leel that theze is any prospect ot gaming then objects. iNow, 
}Sii, wliat stands between them and success is mainly the power confeired by the 
Ordmance and tlieietore it is the view of Grovernment that the best metiiod of ensur- 
ing a speedy end ot this movement is to make it clear that the poweis with which 
the movement is being fought will be continued 

As I observed a minute ago, a similar explanation is a’iven in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons. Now, the Honourable the Home 
3Iember has admitted in his Statement of Ob;)ects and Reasons here that 
the Civil Disobedience Movement is at present m abeyance. He has also 
wiihdrawii certain clauses which formed part ef the old measure So lar 
as he is concerned, this Bill has not been introduced in order to provide 
a ready weapon to meet the menace of Civil Disobedience if it is ever 
revived and resumed That is adniiiteci by the Honourable the Home 
hlember himself in the Statement of Objects and Reasons Sir, in these 
circumstances, I submit that tlieie is absolutely no jusUficatioii for this 
Bill and it is but the outcome of the morbid tendency of the executive 
which is ever avaricious to retain such arbitrary and autocratic powers 
as it manages to acquire in moments of crisis That alone is the reason 
for this measure. It is. easy for them to invent reasons for preserving 
their autocratic powers, even when those powers are not needed for 
com Dating any critical situation. I submit that the reasons that have 
been mentioned here are merely fictions born of a fertile imagination, 
■as^ in fact and in reality, these reasons did not aftect the Criminal Law 
Aniendment Bill of 1932 There was no reference to anything of this 
soi't in the Statement appended to the Bill or the opening speech of the 
then Home Member. 

The Hono arable Sir Henry Craik : No, no. Thai is not correct. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : I am definite. 1 challenge the 
Honourable the Home Member to show me the contrary. I have before 
me the Statement of Objects and Reasons, and I have before me the 
speeches. I know the Honourable Member will have a right of reply I 
have absolutely no doubt that, so far a>s published literature on the subject 
goe*-, the Government had nothing in mind except the Civil Disobedience 
Movement when this measure was placed on the anvil in the year 1932. 
Obviously, the question is this, whether, in the present circiiinstances, it 
is proper and it is reasonable that a Bill of this sort should be placed 
before the House. I do not care if a slip here or a word there is pounced 
upon by the Honourable Members opposite who seem to be helpless and 
confused, but the exponents of official view then made it abundantly clear 
that they were not actuated by any other motive except that of meeting 
and combating the Civil Disobedience Movement when they introduced 
their Bill in 1932. But, Sir, that iB not all that I have to submit. I 
should like to know what are the reasons then for this measure. Govern- 
ment wanft it to be permanently lodged in the Statute-book. I want 
Honourable Members to remember that it is not an emergency measure 
to tide over a crisis. It is, so far as the present Government is con- 
cerned, to form, if their object can be carried out, an integral part of 
the Statute-book of this country for all time to come. Among the fantastic 
reasons advanced in support of this measure, there is one which seems 
to surpass all others in its amazing nature I have not heard anything 
more astounding, and had it not been a hard fact, I would be loath to 
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accept, even as regards the Government of India, that they were capable 
of such stupid audacity. They say that it is to prepare the country for 
responsible Government that they want to impose fetters on the press. 
I have not heard anything more ridiculous, more ludicrous, more perverse 
and more untrue in any argument in my life. Sir, what does responsible 
Government mean ? The press provides the lungs and arteries to 
the body politic, liesponsible Government sways and swings in the 
enlivening breeze which only a free press can produce and generate. 
Tahe that live force away, and what is left except blank dullness, foolish 
obstinacy and a nauseating sense of complaisant self-sufficiency for those 
wbc are commissioned to carry on the administration of the country. 
Has anybody ever heard of responsible Government with dictatorial 
powers in the hands of the Government, and can there be absolute powers 
nf a more comprehensive and far-reaching type than those provided in 
this Bill ? Assume for a moment that you form a responsible ministry 
in a province and arm them with this Bill. I say, if they have a little 
gram of sense in them, they can perpetuate their existence. I have no 
clesjre to get into those offices. They may be beyond my reach or outside 
the scope of my will or ambition, but I have no doubt, that a politician 
cannot conceive of a better weapon, and a better instrument for the 
perjietuation of his hold and grip than the powers which this Bill pro- 
vhlcs. What is the scope of this Bill f Government can declare any 
a>ssoeialion unlawful It may be even the European Association and, 
if I am in power tomorrow, perhaps Mr James will think twice before 
ecuiipping me with this power. Or it may be the Indian Civil Service 
Association, and I may declare it unlawful, for there is no control, no 
resiraint, and no appeal. There is no other authority to which you can 
a])peai against my decision. What I say is absolute : what I do is final. 
I can suppress any press. I can call for security. I can forfeit the 
security of any press on the pretext of any one of the innumerable 
grounds mentioned in section 4. I do not care to read out that section 
at this stage. I may have to do it later, but one of the things provided 
there is incitement to disaffection, and disaffection was defined by one 
of the High Court judges, Sir John Strachey, as want of affection. If 
I am a Minister, and if any Member on the other side says anything that, 
irjJead of promoting affection on the part of other people towards me, 
tends even indirectly to drain their ardour for me, it will be within my 
competence to crush that press and to call for security from that paper. 
Well, Sir, could I desire for more if I wanted to be a Hitler or a 
Mussolini ^ I think you are doing the gravest injustice to the intelli- 
gence of this country and also the cause which you seem to espouse by 
placing this Bill on the table of this House. Then, Sir, I do not know 
how you will interpret and enforce these things. Charlie Chaplin was 
hauled up in the divorce Court by his wife on the ground that he had 
been guilty of hatred towards her. Plain Charlie protested in naive 
earnestness that his affection for his wife was unbounded and he had 
never been guilty of any lapses. But it was of no avail to him and the 
divorce was decreed. T do not know how publicists and public men will 
manage to protect themselves against such charges of disaffection against 
theta, whether by the existing Government which has never made any 
secret of its animosity for them or by their successors that may follow here- 
aiter. 
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There is yet another aspect which seemed to me to be still more 
strange Example is better than precept. The Honourable the Home 
Member and his fraternity want ns to trust the Ministers and the Govern- 
inerts of the future implicitly and to surrender to them the most valued 
rights and privileges in advance : but how have they themselves behaved ? 
T do not know if Mr, Griffiths is here. The safeguards, even as they 
appear in the Government of India Act in their final form, do not 
satisfy some of the members of the Indian Civil Service, at least in Bengal, 
who held out a veritable threat which, when the Bill was in the last stage in 
the House of Commons, caused a little flutter at the time, even in the 
ranks of the bureaucracy in this country. Sir, may I put a question 
lo the Honourable the Home Member as well as to others in his fold. 
So tar as the Imperial Services are concerned, they cannot trust the 
Ministers. The Ministers should not even touch them. The Secretary 
of State alone will have exclusive control of the Imperial Services. Even 
the Governor General cannot be trusted, leave aside the Ministers. 
Even the Secretarj^- of State cannot be trusted. Unless lus advisers 
representing the Services support a change by a majority, even the 
Parliament will not sanction any amendment of service rules or condi- 
tions. Sir, even in the matter of postings, the Minister has got to go 
to Ihe Governor and to appeal to him. He has to pray to him to get 
Mr. Griffiths appointed to Midnapore or some other place, and, so far as 
the medical services are concerned, no Indian can be appointed to certain 
reserved posts even by the Governor. Well, Sir, does that indicate the 
confidence of the bureaucracy in the Governments of the future “ Is it 
just on their part to ask us to trust these Governments and to place the 
most valued rights which alone constitute life worth living at the sweet 
mercy and disposal of these discredited suspects ^ Is it sincere ? Can 
hypocrisy go further ? Can dishonesty go further v I ask tlie 
tuieaucracy now and here — ^\vhat justification have they to force us to 
surrender to the mysterious, to the obscure, to the imlmown and the un- 
knowable Ministers of the future the most valued heritage, the most 
cherished fundamental rights which form the very basis of civilised 
existence ? How dare they impose these fetters on this country, while 
keeping themselves strictly and meticnlonsly and completely out of the 
orbit and influences of these Ministers ? (Loud Applause ) 

Sir, I am reminded of a story I once read. There were two fin^^ 
cousins, Eve and Llary Eve was younger, bui had 
5 p.M. divorces to her credit. They had a common 

frieud, John, with a hare-lip and squint eyes. John wanted to marry, 
and Eve very seriously, very earnestly, very persuasively suggested it to 
Mary that she should marry John. Mary gently said : yon have grealei 
experience of married life, you have already had two husbands. Joiui 
has queer looks. Why doiiT. you marry him ^ ” Well, for some lime, 
Eve beat about the bush, but ultimately she gave out the truth. '' My 
dear Mary, your parents were married only once. Your grand-parents 
were married only once. Yon are, by nature, by heredity, faithful. So 
far as T am concerned, my mother was the third wife to my father, and 
iny father was the third husband to my mother. (Laughter.) So i^ 
won’t be safe for me to marry such a husband Besides, Mary, I know 
you want a husband, so that yon may serve him, and I want a liusbaml 
ro ilmt he may serve me. So, iso far as yon are concerned, John ■will 
be safe and you -will be happy. But if I were to enter into this alliance, 
UiaSLAD 
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both of HS -will be unhappy. But I will be prepared to help you both, 
and I will make full use of either or both of you on every occasion fox 
any purpose I like and choose.’’ (Laughter.) Tha‘t, Sir, is the state 
of aliairs that obtains in this country. It is veiy well to suggest to us, 
to the innocent Marys in this country, to marry hare-lipped and squint- 
eyed Johns, so that the shrewd and the astute Eve may always be able to 
command the services of both to her heart’s content. (Laughter.) Are 
V70 really such credulous, stupid fools f And, then, Sir, what is happen 
ing today ? How are the high and mighty behaving ? I)o you knoAv 
how the constituencies are being delimited f Do you know how the 
Delimitation Conferences and Committees are being lornied Do 3011 
know in how^ many diverse %vays efforts are being made to manage and 
manijiulate things, so that the Bureaucracy may ever eontinue to rule, 
and, while the mask and figure may be of an InditUi, the pow’er may 
alivays rest and vest in Ihe hands of die European ‘i 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Rahim) : "Would the 
Honourable I\Iember like to stop here and resume bis sp.eeeh tomorro-w f 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pa^nt : All right, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honoiirahle Sir Abdur Rahim) : The House 
s lands adjourned till 11 o’clock tomorrow. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Vvhdnesday, 
the 11th September, 1935. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday^ 11th September, 1935 


The Assombl}^ met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim) in the Chair. 


SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS AND AN»SWERS. 

Refusal of Permission to Mr. Mohan Lal Saksena to visit the 
Cellular Jail at Port Blair. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Sir, I have got my supplementary cpieslions to 
question No. 240 which you kindly allowed to be put' today. May I put 
them now ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Yes. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : It is a long list, but I have supplied a copy of 
these questions to the Honourable the Home Member, so he should not 
have any difficulty in answering them. 

Do the papers laid upon the table of the House contain all the 
documents pertaining to the correspondence between the Home Member 
or his Government and Mr. Mohan Lal Saksena and the Honourable Mr. 
Ghetti ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The papers which were laid 
upon the table contain the whole of the correspondence with Diwan 
Bahadur G. Narayanaswami Chetti. I only laid one letter of Mr. 
Mohan Lal Saksena on the table, because that was all I was asked for. 
To the best of my recollection, the whole of the coiTcspondeuce was 
published in the press. 

Dr. Ziaiiddin Ahmad : I rise on a point of order. Sir Other 
Honourable Members are handicapped, because we do not know the con- 
tents of the eorrespondeiieo that was laid on the table, and, therefore, 
we cannot follow the supplemental^ questions. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • These supple- 
mentary questions are with inference to a question that was answered 
yesteiTlay, 

Dr Ziaiiddin Ahmad : These supplementary queslimrs are with 
reference to certain papers which were laid on the table and those 
papers are in possession of one Honourable Member. 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
takes it that the papers which are laid on table of the House are 
open to all Honourable Members 

( 761 ) 
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Mr. Sri Frakasa ; 1 should like to know from the Home Member 
whether he would prefer me to put one question at a time or shall I put 
all the questions at one time 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : It would be convenient if the 
ilonourabie Member puts one question at a lime. 

Mr. Sri Frakasa : Did the Honourable Mr. Chetti have an interview 
with Mr. J S. Smyth, the Chief Commissioner of the Andamans, at the 
Home Member residence as desired in the letter of the Government of 
India (Home Department), No. 131 6 138- Jails, dated the 30th October, 
1933 ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : As I was not Home Member or 
in possession of the Home Member’s residence at the time, I cannot say. 

Mr Sri Frakasa : Did the Honourable Mr. Chetti disclose to Mr. 
Smyth the reason of ins desire to visit the Andamans, and was Mr. 
Smyth satisfied that Mr. Chetti would go with an open mind, and was 
the right sort of person to be permitted to visit Port Blair 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not know whether the inter- 
view took place. But if it did take place, I do not know^ what happened. 

Mr. Sri Frakasa : Did the Honourable Mr. Chetti avail himself of 
the permission given to him to visit the Andamans in the Government of 
India (Home Department) letter No. D.-1451l33-Jails, dated the 20th 
November, 1933, and the advice offered to him regarding the exact 
steamer by which he should Iravel 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : He had to postpone his visit 
which he had intended to make sometime in November 1933 till later 
for private reasons. 

Mr. Sri Frakasa : When did Mr Chetti actually visit the 
Andamans Did he ask for permission again before going there f If 
so, will Government inform the House of die exact nature of the com- 
munication and the date thereof ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : He visited the Andamans in 
April, 1935. I received no communication from him before he went 
there. 

Mr. Sri Frakasa r Did Government themselves inform Mr Chetti 
of the earlier permission accorded to him to visit the Andamans after 
receiving Mr. Saksena’s requisition ? Was the advice repeated that he 
may visit the Andamans and was the steamer by which he might travel 
also prescribed f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Not as far as I am aware. 

Mr. Sri Frakasa : Was the permission of 1933 of a nature that was 
good for all time ^ Did Mr. Chetti inform the Government that he was 
going to the Andamans before he actually went ? Did he keep in touch 
with Government and their officers in the Andamans during his visit ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I have no information on that 
point. 

Mr. Sri Frakasa : Was some official always present with Mr Chetti 
when he was carrying on his investigations, and had he any opportuni- 
ties of independent inquiry f 
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The Monotirable Sir Henry Craik : That, again, I have no informa- 
tion about. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Did Mr. Clietti send a report on the results of Ms 
visit of his o\vn initiative or w^as he requested by Government formally 
or by any official orally to send his report ? 

The Honourable Sir Heniy Craik : He sent it on his own initiative. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : What w^ords of Mr. Saksena in his letter made 
Government fear that he was not likely to make impartial inquiries f 
What words of his gave Government the idea that he accepted as true 
the complaints that had reached him I Does not the very fact that he 
wanted to make sure of the conditions at Port Blair by a personal visit 
prove that he did not accept the complaints as necessarily true ? Did 
he not say that he only wanied to see things for himself and bring them 
to the notice of Government ^ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Bir Abdur Bahim) : The Honour- 
able Member must wait for the answer. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (After a pause.) i am sorry, 
but I thought your ruling was that the question contained arguments. 

In regard to that question, I have nothing to add to what I wrote 
in my letter which I laid on the table yesterday. 

Mr, Sri Prakasa : Did the Honourable Member object to Mr. Saksena 
on the ground that he went there as a self-appointed visitor ? What 
was the position of Mr. Chetti when he submitted his report ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The same position as before. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa ; What opportunities have persons confined in the 
Andamans to make complaints to authority ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not think that arises, but, 
as a matter of fact, they have opportunities as the Deputy Commissioner 
is bound to visit the jail from time to time and receive complaints. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Are prisoners assured of protection from all 
harm if they make such complaints ? Are any complaints suppressed 
by jail authorities ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not think so. 

Mr Sri Prakasa : You do not think that any protection is afforded 
to them ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Yes, protection is afforded to 
them : but if the complaints are completely false, they are punished. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : When the Deputy Commissioner visits the jail, 
is he not accompanied hj jail officials and is it possible for a prisoner 
to complain frankly when the jail official is present ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : My experience is that prisoners 
are not deterred by the presence of jail officials and they make complaints 
freely. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : As one who has been a prisoner, my experience 
is quite different. Have any complaints reached Government about the 
conditions in the Andamans during the years 1933, 1934 and 1935 ? If 
so, how many and did Government investigate into them t 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Sir, does tliat arise m any way 
out of any answer that I have given ? 

Mr. T, S. AvinasMlingam Oliettiar : At whose expense did Mr. 
Chetti travel to Andamans ! 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty : May I ask, Sir, if there is any 
time-limit fixed for permission to go to the Andamans 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not know if that question 
has ever arisen before It depends upon the circumstances of each case. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Is it a fact that Diwan Bahadur 
Narayanaswami Chetti sent two letters and two reports to the Govern- 
ment of his visit regarding the inspection of Port Blair ? 

The Honourable ^ Henry Craik : He wrote more than one letter 
as far as I remember, but he sent only one report. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : A communique was issued by the Home 
Department giving both letters and that appeared in the Press also ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : He sent only one report, but 
we have had more than one letter. 


QUESTIONS ANT) ANSWERS 

Hindu, Buddhist and Muhammadan Monuments in the Southern Circle, 

Madras. 

257. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) 'Wul Government be 
pleased to place on the table a list of Hindu, Buddhist and Muhammadan 
monuments in the Southern Circle. Madras ? 

(6) Will Government state how many of these monuments have 
been vested under the supervision of Government according to the 
Preservation of Monuments Act 

(c) How many of such monuments are Hindu. Buddhist and 
Muhammadan ? 

(d) What are the monuments that have not yet been taken by the 
Department of Archaeology for conservation and protection under the 
said Act ? 

( 0 ) What action has been taken till now, or is proposed to be 
tak(m hereafter, by the Superintendent of Archeology, Southern Circle, 
Madras, in the above matter ? 

if) Is it a fact that the most important Pallava Monuments in the 
Seven Pagodas and Conjeevaram are going to decay, and if so, what 
aeljon has been taken by the Superintendent of Archeology, Southeim 
Circle, Madras, in the matter of their preservation ? If no action has 
been taken till now, why not ? 

(g) Do Government now propose to take the necessary action ? 

(It) Is it a fact that the inscriptions on the Pallava Monuments in 
the Seven Pagodas and Conjeeraram are becoming obliterated ? 

{%) Has the attention of Government been called to that point ? 
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(j) Does tlie Supermtendentj Areiigsoiogy, Southern Circle, propose 
to take measures to preserve them from decay 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) It is not possible to comply with 
the Honourable Member’s request as Government only have a list of 
the monuments that they have protected. 

(&) and (to). 347, of which 226 are Hindu, 19 Buddhist and 15 Muham- 
madan. 

(d) A list of the monuments which Government think might be but 
have not been taken over is laid on the table. 

(e) Until the financial position improves, the Department cannot 
assume responsibility for additional monuments. 

(/) and (g). Such decay as is due to natural causes beyond human 
control cannot be checked. Ordinary repairs to these monuments are 
undertaken by the Department through the Public "Works Department. 
The question of making certain special improvements to the Seven Pagodas 
is engaging attention. 

(/i), (i) and (j). Most of these inscriptions are protected and Gov- 
ernment are not aware that any damage has been done to these inscrip- 
tions apart from what is due to such exposure as cannot be prevented. 


List of Ancient Monuments selected for Conservation m the Madras Presidency, 
not yet declared protected 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

j Name of Monuments. 

1 

Guntur . 

Santaravuru 

Ramalinga and Chennakesava temple. 

2 

Do. 

Chmna,ganjam 

CMdambara temple. 

3 

Do. 

Do 

Buddhist remains in a mound 

4 

Do. 

Peddaganjam 

Bogandani Dibba with Buddhist re- 
mains. 

5 

Do. 

Malkapuram 

Nandi slab with inscriptions in front of 
Vis ves vara temple. 

6 

Do. 

Chejerla , 

Kapotesvara temple with a chaitya as 
shrme and sculptures. 

7 

Do 

Kondavidu 

The hill fort and buildings therem. 

8 

Do 

Do . 

Gopmatha temple and inscribed piUar 
at tbe foot of the hill fort. 

9 

Do 

Kanuparti 

Hindu sculptures m white and black 
stones. 

10 

Do. 

Do. . 

Isvara temple 

11 

Do 

Amaravati 

Amarasvara temple. 
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No. 

District. 

Locality 

Name of Monuments. 

12 

Guntur . . 

Garikapadu 

Buddhist remains in a mound. 

13 

Anantapur 

Uravakonda 

MaUikarjuna temple 

14 

ChiDgleput 

Conjeeveram 

Kamatchi Amman temple 

15 

Do. . . 

Do . 

Varadaraja Perumal temple. 

16 

Madura . . 

Kilakudi 

Jain statues and rock inscriptions on 
Sattipoduvu caves on the Usmana- 
malai Hill. 

17 

Do 

Do .. 

Similar statues and inscriptions on the 
top of the same hill at PechipaUam 
above Aiyaner temple. 

18 

Do. . . 

Madura . . 

Meenatchi Amman temple 

19 

Do 

Do. 

Teppakulam. 

20 

Do. . . 

Do. . . 

Gndal Alagar Peiumal temple. 

21 

Do. . . 

Do. 

Nanmaithi’uvar koil, western gateway 
containing works of art both m and 
outside including the carvmg of a 
tank on the ceiling. 

22 

Do. . 

Do. 

Annakuli mandapam containing big 
statues buried under the ground. 

23 

Madras . 

Yanamalai 

Jain cave with inscriptions and other 
remains. 

24 

Do 

Do. . 

Narasimlia temple with inscriptions. 

25 

Do. . . 

Alagarkoil 

Fort enclosing the temple 

26 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Remains of Tiramal Naick’s Palace. 

27 

Do. . . 

Do. 

Temple with Hanuma-tirtham tank. 

28 

Do. . 

Palm 

Temple on the Idumbarmalai. 

29 

Do 

Kongarapuli- 

yangulam 

Panchapandava beds and Brabmi 
inscriptions m the cavern on the hill. 

30 

Do 

Kuppalanattam . . 

Jam sculptures on the hillock 

31 

Do. . . 

Vikramangalam . 

Temple at Koilpatti 

32 

Trichinopoly 

Saxuayapuram 

Sojesvara temple 

33 

North Arcot 

Devikapuram 

Brinadambal temple 

34 

Do. . . 

Do. . 

Kanakagirisvara temple. 

35 

Do 

Brahmadesau 

Chandramouleavara temple 

36 

Do. 

Do . . 

Rudrakotesvara temple. 
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No 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of Monuments. 

37 

Nortli x\rcot 

1 Ukka! 

Vishnu temple 

38 

Do 

Pa<iavedu 

Hanuman temple 

39 

Do. 

Neivoy 

Rama temple. 

40 

Do 

Sholavarani 

Siva temple 

41 

Do 

Pudupadi 

Bharadwa]es\ara tem|)ie 

42 

Do. 

Sliolinghur 

Padempnram temple 

43 

Do 

Tirakkol 

Boulder stone containing inscriptions 
and Jama images 


Prof. N. G. Ranga : Are Government aware tkat Amaravati and 
Bhattiprole monuments wkich are supposed to be protected under this 
Act are really in a very bad condition because of official neglect ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I do not admit the suggestion that there 
has been official neglect. I have really no information regarding these 
two mcnutrients, but I shall make enquiries. 

Prof N, G. Ranga : Are Government bringing any more monuments 
within the i)m*view of the Ancient Monuments Preservatio3i Act ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I have already answered that question. 
I have said that until the financial position improves, Government do 
not propose to assume responsibility for any additional monuments 

Discovery 05^ Paintings at certain Temples at Conjeevaram and 

Tan JOBE 

258. G. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Are Governmei)', aware 
of the fact that some old and interesting paintings have been discovered 
in the Kailasanathar Temple at Conjeevaram, the Brihadiswara Temple 
at Tanjore and the Jain temple at Tiruppariittikundra.m near Oonjeeva- 
ram ^ 

(5) Is the Superintendent of Arehgeology, Southern Circle, making 
any attempts to preserve them from decay ’ If not. why not ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(b) Of the three temples mentioned by the Honourable Member only 
the Kailasanathar Temple is a protected monument. But as it is 
privately owned and in religious use, the scope of any measures for the 
preservation of the paintings thereon is necessarily limited. Negotia- 
tions for making the other two temples protected monuments are in 
progress 

Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : Has any negotiation been carried 
on with the trustees of Kailasanathar Temple so as to give greater scope 
for preservation of the inscriptions ? 
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Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I understand that the Superintendent of 
the Circle concerned is in negotiation with the Trustees f 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What is the amount spent per 
year on the preservation of all the monuments m the Madras Presidency ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I want notice of the question. 

Discovery oe Buddhist Images at Negapatam. 

259. 0. N. Wluthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Are Government aware 
of the fact that a fresh find of a large number of Buddhist images was 
recently discovered at Negapatam ! 

(h) Does the Superintendent of Arehieology propose to explore the 
site fully If not, why not ^ 

(c) Do Government propose to acquire the site and carry on 
excavations ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(h) and (c). No, as further digging of the site after the finds referred 
to did not reveal anything of archasological interest. 

Results of Excavations at Nagarjunakonda in the Guntur District. 

260. G. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state the action taken by the Superintendent of Archaeology, 
Southern Circle, Madras, in placing before the public the results of the 
excavations that were carried on at Nagarjuiiakonda in the Guntur 
District f If no action has been taken, what are the reasons for not 
doing so 1 

(b) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a list of the 
various publications of the present Superintendent of Archgeology, 
Southern Circle, Madras, on Hindu, Buddhist and Muslim archeology 
and architecture ? 

(r) Do Government consider such publications as an essential quali- 
fication and integral part of the official routine of the various officers 
in the Department of Archeology ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) A preliminary account of the 
excavations at Nagarjunakonda was published by the Director General 
of Archeology in India in the principal Indian newspapers in 1930. 
The question of entrusting the preparation of a full report of the exca- 
vations to Mr. A. H. Longhurst, formerly Superintendent, Archeological 
Survey, Southern Circle, who himself conducted the excavation and 
the distinguished archeologist, Dr. J. Ph. Vogel of Leiden has been 
under the consideration of the Director General of Archeology in India 
for some time past. 

(i) No separate publications have been issued by the present 
Superintendent but he has regularly contributed to the Annual Reports 
of the Arch geological Department. 

(c) Every officer of the Department is expected to be able to write 
about the subject in which be is a specialist. 
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Prof. N G. Eanga : Is it a fact that some of the finds are proposed 
to be sent to the Madras Museum and the London Museum 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I am not aware of any proposal for 
sending any of the finds to the London Museum, but, ‘so far as the 
allocation to the Madras Museum is concerned, I shall supply my Honour- 
able friend with a copy of Government orders on the subject which 
indicate the principles on which such allocation takes place. 

Mr. 0. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : With regard to the answer to 
part (a), for how long has this been under the consideration of the 
Government and when it will materialise ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The finds, or rather the process of 
finding, was completed in 1931, and, inasmuch as it has not been possible 
to arrange for the bringing out of a book because the terms have not 
yet been settled with Dr. Vogel, I cannot say how long it will take. 

Prof N G. Ranga : In view of the fact that these finds are of 
special interest to the Andhras in the Andhra country, will Government 
consider the advisability of keeping as many of these finds as possible 
in the Bezwada museum and the rest of them preserved at Nagarjuna- 
konda alone ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I have already explained to my Honour- 
able friend that there are regular orders indicating the jirineiples onj 
which disIrTbiition takes place. I cannot give my Honourable friend 
an underlak-ng about keeping these finds in the Bezwada Museum, 
but I will have the suggestion considered. 

Prof, N. G. Ranga : Are proper steps being taken for the preserva- 
tion of tliese finds at Nagarjunakonda ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Of course 

Mr. 0 . N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : Are theise annual reports referred 
to in answer to part (h) available in the Library ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : No separate publications have been, 
issued by the juesent Superintendent, but he has regularly contributed 
to the annual reports of the Archaeological Department 

Mr. 0. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : Are these annual reports avail- 
able in the liibrary of the House ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I should think so. 

Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : With regard to the answer to 
part Oe) that you expect every officer of the Department to w'rite about 
the subject hi which he is a specialist, may I ask whether the officers 
have been doing so, so far ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I have already answered that in reply 
to part (Z>) that the Superintendent of Archaeology has been regularly 
contributing to the annual reports. 

Technical Qualieications oe the Sueebtntendent oe Archaeology, 
Southern Circle, Madras. 

261. "’'Mr 0 N Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) With reference to 
ausAver to part (e) of question No. 1537, answered on Friday, the 5th 
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April, 1935, will (Tovernni'ent be pleased to state whether Indians qualified 
both in areh^pology and arehiiecture are available for the post of tht 
Superintendent of Archaeology, Southern Circle, Madras ? 

(h) If so, are Government prepared to appoint such a person to 
the Southern Circle and utilize the seiwices of the present Superintendent 
in a place where an architect alone will be useful ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (6). Government do not accept 
the suggestion that the officer referred to by the Honourable Member 
has only architectural qualifications. They regret that no officer better 
suited for the charge of the Southern Circle is availa !)]'■' for posting to 
this circle at present. 

Mr. 0. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : Will the Honourable Member 
refresh his memory by referring to the answer which he gave to question 
No. 1587 referred to in this part ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I took particular care to refresh my 
memory not once, but a dozen times before giving my answer to the 
present quc.stion. I do not think that anything tliat [ said in the 
previous (luestion is inconsistent with the reply that I have given 
to the present question. 

Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : Will the Honourable Member 
state 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) : Next question. 
The Chair does not think the House is very much interested in that, 

COOTIEMATION OF A FoEBIGN ExPEBT IlST THE ArCHJBOLOGIOAL DEPARTMENT. 

2G2. 0. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Has the attention of 

Government been drawm to the last paragraph of the Simla Corres- 
pondent’s letter of the 14th June, to the Hindu, regarding the con- 
firmation of a foreign expert in the Arehseological Department ? 

(h) Is it a fact that Government are contemplating the appointment 
of a non-British foreign scholar, now on special duty, to the post of 
Superintendent of Archeology, which was recently advertised for ? 

(c) Are qualified Indians not available for the place ? If Indians 
are available, do Government propose to consider their claims before 
making the appointment ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

Cb) and (o). The recommendations of the Public Service Commission 
for filling the vacant pobt of an Assistant Superintendent ip the Archseolo- 
gieal Survey of India are under consideration. 

Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : Is it not a fact that a knowledge 
of Indian languages and Indian conditions is a pre-requisite for the 
appointment of anybody to this post ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : That fact was actually advertised. 

Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : Did the Public Service Commis- 
sion select this particular foreign scholar referred to m this clause ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I have not suggested anything to that 
effect in my reply. 
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Mr. C. N. MiithTiraiiga Mudaliar ; In making this appoiutment, will 
(royerninent take into consideration the extra cost involved in appointing 
a foreign sclioiar by means of overseas allowance ^ etc. ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : My Honourable friend is not quite 
correct in assuming that merely, because the person appointed is a 
foreign scholar, he is automatically entitled to overseas allowance. The 
answer I have given is that the question is under consnieration. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam A3ryangar : How many persons appeared 
before the Public Service Commission ? How many Indians and how 
many Europeans ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Twelve people appeared before the 
Public Service Commission of whom one was a European. 

Use oe the Aemy Landing Grounds at Agra and Ahmedabad by His 
Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir and Prince Midwani. 

263. '“'Mr M Asaf AJi : {a) Is it a fact that landin g grounds belong- 
ing to the Army are not open to civil machines in normal times ^ If so, 
why ? 

(Zi) Is it a fact that despite this general restriction, His Highness 
the ]\Iabaraja of Kashmir and Prince Midwani were allowed to use Army 
landing grounds at Agra and Ahmedabad f For what reasons were these 
exceptions made ^ 

Mr. G E F. Tottenham ; (a) Yes, because they are, required for 
Army purposes, but exceptions are allowed in special cases. 

(Z?) In February, 1935, permission was accorded by His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, as a special case, to the use of the military 
landing ground at Ahmedabad by His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir 
on his journey to and from Bombay. Prince Midwani was refused per- 
mission to use the military landing ground at Agra 

Mr M. Asaf Ali : How many such landing grounds are owned by the 
Atjvv f 

Mr. G R F. Tottenham : I could not say off-hand. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : A rough idea. 

Mr. G. R F. Tottenham : I could not give even a rough idea, without 
b e ing ina e eu rate. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : May I know if these landing grounds are ever 
likely to be thrown open to civil aviation ? 

Mr. G. E. F. Tottenham : The whole question is at present under 
consideration. 

Mr M. Asaf Ali : How far have yon proceeded in your considera- 
tion 

Mr. G R. F. Tottenham ; At present we are discussing the conditions 
under which particular military areas may be used for civil aviation. 
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Aeboplane eormebly m the use op His Excellency the Viceboy. 

264. "Mr. M. Asaf Ali : (a) On wEat terms Eas thei aeroplane, 
formerlj m the Viceroy’s use, been given to tbe Indian National Air- 
ways 

(h) Do the Indian National Airways get Ks 9,000 annually for 
keeping it in good trim ? 

(c) If so, was tins plane available for the evacuation of refugees from 
Quetta, immediately after the earthquake and was it so used ? If not, 
why not ^ 

(d) Was this machine requisitioned for the purpose mentioned above, 
and did it return to ^the Delhi Aerodrome after reaching some place m 
the Punjab, because it was not found airworthy ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. G. MitcheU : (a) and (&). A copy of the 
heads of the agreement is laid on the table. I would refer the Honour- 
able Member to head (5). 

(c) and [d). The machine was available for the evacuation of refugees 
from Quetta. It was requisitioned for the purpose and started on the 
flight to ;Miiltan on the morning of the 9th June. The pilot was obliged 
to return to Delhi owing to strong head winds and on inspection it 
was found tliat one engine was defective. On the followang day the 
particular emergency (the evacuation of certain infectious cases from 
Quetta) for which the machine had been requisitioned had passed, and 
the machine was not requisitioned again. 


Heads of agreement between the Government of India arid Indian National Airwags 
for operation of Aircraft VT-ACT 

(1) Indian National Airways, Limited, will take delivery of the machine together 
with ah log books and relevant certificates at the Eoyal Air Force Aircraft Park, 
Lahore, on or about the 6th October and will give to the Officer Commanding the 
Aircraft Park a signed receipt tor the aeroplane and all items of equipment taken 
over 


(2) Such airtrame spares for the Avro X. as may now he held by the Boyal Aii 
Force will be handed over to the charge of Indian National Airways, Limited, for 
use on VT-ACT only. Any balance of spares unused and not recorded as used m 
the aircraft and engine log books will be returned with the aeroplane on the termina- 
tion ot this agreement 

(3) Indian National Airways, Limited, will throughout the year always maintain 
a flying and maintenance crew in Delhi of such numbers and qualifications as may be 
approved oy the Directoi of Civil Aviation. 

(4) Indian National Airways, Limited, will provide one Armstrong Siddeley 
Lynx IVC engine as a spare for VT-ACT, together with the requisite stock of engine 
spares, and such airframe spares as may be necessar^^ in addition to those handed 
over bv Government. This spare engine and such spare parts as have not been fitted 
into the aircraft or engines will remain the property of Indian National Airways, 
Limited. 

(5) Tlie Government of India undertake to pay Indian National Airways. 
Limited, Bs. 1,800 per month in advance for the first 6 months of the year as a 
contribution towards the cost of the maintenance of the necessary staff to be kept as 
required in paragraph 3 above. Although during the second six months Government 
will not be paying contribution the obligation of the Company to maintain the staff 
will remain. 

(6) The Avro X will be made available fox Government use complete with crew 
whenever required, provided that not less than 7 days' notice .is given to Indian 
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National Airwayb, Dimitecl, tliai tlie aeroplane is iec|uiied. "Wlien Deing so used, 
iio meat be made* to Indian National Airways, Limited, other than the 

detention charge provided in paiagraph 8 up to a total ot 35 hours m any one calendar 
iiioulii or up to a total of 90 hours Hyino in any one yeai, but Govcinmeiit vili bear 
the expenditure actually mcuired m the course of the iiiglit, including petrol and oil, 
landing and liousiug fees and the outstation allowances of the crew. In respect of any 
tljniig on Government seivice over and above 15 honis in any one calendar month 
or over and above 90 hours in any one year, Indian National Airways, Limited, will 
be paid at the rate of Bs. 120 an hour in addition to the detention charge and actual 
expenses as ref ei red to above. 

(7) If the Avro A is required for the convej’-anee of His Hxeelleney the Ticeroy 
or Her Lxeellency the Countess of Willingdon, Indian National Airw'ays, Limited, 
will provide a second pilot, a iviieless operator and such other crew as may be 
approved by the Director of Civil Aviation The actual expenses incurred in bringing 
such additional erew’- to Delhi will be repaid to Indian National Airways, Limited. 

(8) When the aeroplane is used on Government service including that of Their 
Hxeelleneies away from Delhi, Indian National Airways, Limited, wiU be paid a 
detention allowance tor the crew of Bs 50 for each 24 houis they are aosent from 
Delhi, subject to a deduction of Bs. 50 for each four hours of flight on any particular 
tour. 

(9) Indian National Aiiways^ Limited, will be permitted to use the aeroplaiu' 
on their own business, subject to the requirements of Government as set out above. 
If in the course of this commercial flying, it is intended that the aeroplane shall be 
absent from DeM for a period longer than 48 hours, prior intimation will be given 
by the Company to the Director of Civil Aviation to ensure that any projected use 
of the machine for Government service is not interfered with. 

(10) No charge will be made by Government to Indian National Airways for 
use of the aeroplane on their own business up to a maximum of 60 flying hours a 
month, which tree allowance shall be cumulative up to three months In respect of 
any flying on the Company's business in excess of this total the Company will pa;^ 
Government at the rate of Bs. 80 per flying hour 

(11) While being floivn on the Company's business, Indian National Airways, 
Limited, will insure the Avio X against all iisks when not in Government sendee 
including flying risk, third paity risk and iisk of damage on the ground foi the value 
of 13,000, and they^ will indemnify the Government of India against all claims aiising 
out of such use of the aeioplane Indian National Airways, Limited, are not required 
to insuie the Avro X against risks incurred while she is being flown or is away from 
Delhi on Government service, nor against risks incurred ivhile the aeroplane is housed 
in Government hangar at Delhi 

(12) No charge mil be made by Govcinincnt for housing the aeroplane in the 
Government hangar at Delln nor foi landing and housing charges mcuried while the 
Avro X is being used on Government service Indian National Airw’-ays, Limited, will 
be required to pay the noimal landing charges ■while the aeroplane is flviiig on the 
Company's business and the normal charges for housing in hangars including Govern- 
ment hangars other than at Delln, while the aeropline is being used on the Company’s 
business 

(13) This agreement will have ettect in the first instance for a period of 12 
months. 


Mr. M. Asaf Ali : I understood tlie Honourable Member to say that 
one of the engines was found to he out of order. Does it mean that 
the machine was available for evacuation on that day ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : That was discovered after the 
pilot had gone some distance against strong head winds. He then 
realised thai his machine was not up to full strength, and very wisely 
returned and had a further examination carried out. On the ordinary 
morning tests the machine had mn up to normal revolutions and 
appeared to bo all right when it left the aerodrome. 
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Mr, M. Asaf AH ; With reference to the agreement that has been, 
laid on the table, may I know if any tenders were invited from other 
companies before the agreement was entered into, for the maintenance 
of this aeroplane ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G*. Mitchell : So far as I am aware, no. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali ; Why not ? 

The Honoiorable Mr, D. G*. Mitchell : It is not the sort of matter for 
which tenders are ordinarily called, and I doubt very seriously if any- 
body else would have tendered. 

Mr. M. Asaf AH : Are there any other companies in exist(mce or 
are there not ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Not operating in Delhi, so far 
as I know. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : What about the Himalayan Transport Company T 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell j The Himalayan Transport 
Company was not at that time operating in Delhi. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Eahim; : Next question. 

Mr. M. Asaf AH : Sir, may I ask another supplementary question f 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : At this rate 
we will never finish these questions of which already there are more 
than one thousand, and it will be unfair to other Honourable Members 
who have put down questions if they do not get a chance at all. 

Mr, M. Asaf Ali : I will ask only one more question, Sir. Are Gov- 
ernmerit contemplating another agreement with the National Airways 
for maintaining both the old and the new aeroplanes of the Viceroy ! 

Tim Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Have they invited any tenders now ! 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : No, Sir. 

Mr. M, Asaf Ali : Why not f 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Next question. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : May I have the answer to my last question, Sir f 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : The Chair 
thinks suificient has been answered already. 

Census of the Unemployed Persons in British India. 

265. M. Asaf Ali : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the actual number of the unemployed among (^) educated middle classes. 
(ii) agricultural labourers, (m) other labourers ? 

(5) Are Government prepared to consider the desirability of ordering 
an accurate census of the unemployed in British India ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) and (&). I propose, with 
your permission, Sir, to answer both parts together. As the second 
part of the Honourable Member’s question indicates, no statistics of 
the kind mentioned in the first part are available. The question of 
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collecting statistics is primarily one for Local Grovernments but, as lias 
been explained on more than one occasion in this House, the Govern- 
ment of India do not believe that figures of any value could be collect- 
ed in tlic absence of a system of financial benefits for the unemployed. 
An attempt was made at the 1931 census to collect figures of un- 
employed graduates but even this limited attempt to collect figures 
relating to educated person gave no satisfactory results 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Have Government studied the report of ^Sir 
Tej Bahadur Sapru’s Committee on middle class unemployment in the 
United Provinces ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : I understand Sir Tej Bahadur 
SapriPs report has not yet been published. 

Prof, N. G. Ranga : Will Government consider the advisability of 
making a preliminary inquiry at least into the unemployment that is 
prevailing in Centrally administered areas ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : I do not see that an niqnijy 
limited to such a narrow area will be of any great value. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : Will the Honourable Member explain what he 
means by saying that a limited inquiry will not give any satisfactory 
results ? Was he unable to collect the figures ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. G. Mitchell : If the Honourable Member 
will read the Census Report for 1931, he will find there all the informa- 
tion that he requires. 

BIr. N. M, Joshi : May I ask if Government propose to prc^vicle 
financial benefits for the unemployed ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : There is at present no such 
scheme in contemplation. 

Prohibition oe Relief Parties in Quetta and Baluchistan after the 

Earthquake, 

266. "^Seth Haji Abdoola Karoon : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state why relief parties were not allowed in Quetta and Baluchis can 
soon after the eai^hquake which recently took place on that side ! 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state what prevented them from 
recruiting men of the labour class from Sukkur, Shikarpur, Multan, 
Lyallpur, etc , forthwith, for saving the lives of thousands of people ? 

(c) Was it not suggested at the very outset to begin digging work 
at Quetta for the benefit of the sufferers ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) to (c). I think the Honourable 
Member will find answers to all parts of this question in the pamphlet 
The Quetta Earthquake, 1935 copies of which have been sent to 
all Members of the House. 

Distribution of Properties to their Owners in Quetta. 

267 *Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) In connection with the 
recent Quetta earthquake, wall Government be pleased to state in what 
way they propose to hand over properties to the individuals of Quetta, 
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who liHve lodged tiieix* stcxtements of losses with the District Collectors cUid 
Coiiimissioners for securing their properties ? 

{!)) Do Government propose to form a CommiLtee of cit^eials and 
non-officials, xvitiiout delay, with the co-operation of certain Quetta resi- 
dents to undertake the task of handing over the said properties to the 
owners '? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (a) The Honourable Member is referred to 
Chapter VI of the pamphlet '' The Quetta Earthquake, 1935 ”, a copy 
of which has been sent to him. 

(h) In view of the arrangements already made the answer is in 
the negative. 

Bakthquake Eeliee Measubes m Baluchistan. 

268. '^Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Will Government laj^ on the table 
a statement showing the relief measures extended by Government in 
the earthquake smitten villages of Baluchistan up till now 

Mr. J G. Acheson : I wonld refer the Honourable Member to 
Chapters V and VI of the pamphlet '' The Quetta Earthquake, 1935 ”, 
a copy of which has been supplied to him. 

Gbievances oe the Pilgbims to the Hedjaz. 

2G9. '‘'Sir Muhammad Yakub : (a) Has the attention of Government* 
been drawn to a printed report by Khan Bahadur Alhaj Muhammad 
Habibullah Khan, a retired Deputy Collector of the United Provinces and 
a prominent member of the Court of the Aligarh Muslim University, and 
otIu*rs, dated tlip 16th April, 1935, addressed to the Chairman, Port Haj 
Oommitlee, Bombay, -with reference to ‘‘ some grievances of pilgrims to 
the Hedjaz ” f 

(b) Have Government l:aken any steps to ascertain and redress the 
grievances of Ibe pilgrims to the Hedjaz, contained in the pamphlet men- 
tioned in part (a) ^ If not, why not ^ 

(c) Is It a fact that during the last Haj season, np dates of sailings 
were advertised at Jeddah If so, whal steps were taken against the 
person or persons responsible for the negligence ? 

(d) Is it a fact that there was no one to supervise the embarkation of 
the pilgrims at Jeddah during the last pilgrimage season ? If so, what 
action was taken by Government in this connection ? 

Sir Giria Shankar Bajpai : Sir, with your permission, I shall 
answer questions Nos, 269 and 270 together. Government have seen the 
report referred to by the Honourable Member. The points arising out 
of this and other reports received by Government on the working of 
the arrangements for the Haj Pilgrimage during the last pilgrim season! 
are under examination. Government propose to refer these to the 
Standing Haj Committee of the Central Legislature as soon as possible 
and hope that as a result of their own examination and with the adduce 
of the Committee, it may be possible to remove defects that come to 
light. 
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Sir Miiliaiiaitiad Yakub : Will this investigation aacl consideration 
by GoTeniinent result in some practical scheme before the next liaj 
season comes ? 

Sir (xirja Shankar Bajpai i We propose to hold a meeting of the 
Standing Haj Committee on the 21st of this month, and it will certainly 
be our endeavour to get the results out by the beginning of October 
which is -v^ell in advance of the next Haj season. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Will their findings be circulated amongst 
the Members oC the Assembly ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I shall consider that suggestion. 

Complaints against the Opficers on S. S. Eahmani 

t270. ^^Sir Muhammad Yakub : (a) Is it a fact that S.S. 

Rahmam ’’ cannot accommodate one thousand six hundred and one 
deck. 20 second class and 30 first class passengers allotted to it ? Do Gov- 
ernment propoise to reduce the number of passengers sanctioned for this 
boat ? 

(5) Considering the grave complaints about the discourtesy and bad 
treatment on board the S.S Rahmani do Government propose to* 
order the shipping company concerned to remove ail the officers against 
whom complaints are made ^ 

Schemes for Rural Development Work. 

271. ‘^'Mr S Satyamurti ; Will the Honourable the Finance Memb^er 
be pleased to state • 

(a) Whether he has received the proposals from the Local Gov- 
ernments about the manner of spending the Government of 
India grant for rural development w^ork ; 

(5) whether those schemes have been examined by the Govern- 
ment of India and they satisfy the tests laid down by the 
Honourable the Finance Member in his speech ; and 

(c) whether Government have issued or propose to issue any 
instructions to the effect that no expenditure is to be incurred 
by the Local Governments out of this grant, unless the 
schemes have been sent up to and approved by the Gov- 
ernment of India ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a), (h) and (c). I would refer 
the Ilonoiu'able Member to parts (a) and (h) of my reply to Mr. 
Basanta Kumar Das’s question No. 162 and to the statement referred 
to therein. 

Mr. S. Satvamurti : Sir, I will put only part (c) of this question, 
and not the other parts. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : As regards (c), I think it is 
clear from the White Paper which has been laid on the table that every 
single scheme has been approved by the Government of India. 

tUor answer to this question, see answer to question No, 259. 

L200LAD 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I ask what steps Government have taken 
or propose to take to see that provincial Ministries do not use this 
money for electioneering purposes, in view of the elections next 
year ■ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 may say, if it is necessary 
to asnwer a question of that sort at all, that in the ease which my 
Honourable friend has in view, I made special inquiries from the Gov- 
ernment concerned and that Government extremely resents that I 
should have even dared to pass on such a malicious insinuation ; for 
the rest we can rely on the sense of decency of Provincial Govern- 
10 exits 

Prof. N. G. Eaxig'a : In view of the fact that in the report circulat- 
ed by the Government of India on this particular grant, special men- 
tion is made of the depressed classes for water facilities only in Bihar 
and Orissa and Madras, will Government consider the advisability of 
intruding the other Provincial Governments also to see that suitable 
provision is made for the provision of water supply facililies for 
depressed classes ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; I have not the slightest doubt that 
those Governments which are embarking upon water supply schemes. — 
which are practically all of them, — are fully aware of their res- 
ponsibilities to the depressed classes in this matter. 

Accommodation allowed to a Deck Passenger in the Coastal 
Passenger Steamers . 

272. "'‘'Mr. S Satyamurti : Will Government be pi ^ased to state : 

(а) whether they are aw^are that the rule providing a minimum 

space of six square feet for a deck passenger in the coastal 
passenger steamers causes great hardship ; 

(б) whether they have examined the actual working of the rule ; 

and 

(o) whether they propose to alter the rule so as to provide at least 
twelve square feet as minimum accommodation for deck 
passengers f 

The Honourable Sir KCuhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) There is no 
such rule in force. 

(I?) and (c). Do not arise, 

Mr S. Satyamurti : Is there any practice at all like that, actually 
providing only six square feet as the minimum space for passengers ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The rules actually 
lay clown the minimum requirements hut they are not as stated in the 
question. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the minimum prescribed by the 
rules ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The minimum 
preseriberl is f; eig]>-^ square feet to 15 square feet per passensrer 
according to the length of the voyage the season during which 
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the voyage is made. The ordinary prescribed minimum is now eight 
square feet per passenger, but for certain very short voyages the 
minimum is square feet. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : What is the answer to clause (5) Have 
they examined the actual working of the rule, and, are they satisfied 
that these minima are always provided in these voyages f 

The Honourbale Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : Since the intro- 
duction of these rules the purport of which I have already submitted, 
Government are satisfied that they are on the whole being adhered to. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Not merely on the whole, Sir, but are they 
observed in each case, and does the Honourable Member know that 
even the exceptions might cause great hardship to the unfortunate 
passengers f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; So far as the 

allotment of space is concerned, Government are satisfied that they are 
being observed ; when I used the expression on the whole I merely 
wanted to safeguard against any charge being made that each indivi- 
dual passenger’s case had not been examined with regard to each 
voyage ; that "was the meaning of on the whole ” : occasionally there is 
restricted space, not because proper space has not been allotted but 
because some passengers are in the habit of taking too much baggage 
along with them in the space allotted to them ; but that is not a con- 
travention of the rule on the part of the company ; and too great a res- 
triction wuth legard to this matter might result in hardship to the deck 
passengers. 

Mr. S. Satyanmrti : What is the answer to clause (c) ? 
Government consider the suggestion of providing 12 square feet as 
minimum accommodation ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Governiueiit do 
not at present think that the rules do not provide for sufficient accom- 
niodation. ^ 

Resolutions passed at the Indian Deck Passenobrs Coneerbnoe held 

AT ViZAGAPATAM. 

273 S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

fa) whether they have received copies of resolutions Nos. 8 and 9, 
passed at the Indian Deck Passengers Conference held at 
Vizagapatam on the 17th June, 1935 ; 

(5) whether they propose to take steps to improve the conditions 
of travel on the lines suggested in the resolution, and if not, 
why not ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) "^Tes. 

(b) The suggestions made in the resolutions in question are under 
consideration. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Are Government aware that conditions of 
supply of Pood for deck passengers are very bad indeed f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan t I do not think 
there is anything with regard to the supply of food in the resolutions 
referred to in the question. 

LSOOLAB 
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Prof. N. Cx. Ranga : Are Govemment aware tliat tliere is no protec- 
tion at all for deck passengers from rain or sun ? 

The Hcnourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No, Govern- 
ment are not aware that there is no protection whatever from sun or 
rain. 

Prof. F. G. Ranga : Are Government aware that the kitchens are 
situated close to the latrines there and are in a very unhealthy condi- 
tion ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 2;afrullah Khan : If that refers to 
air steamers with respect to third class accommodation, Government 
do not accept the allegation as correct. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Will Government try to ascertain facts with 
regard to this in view of the fact that I myself had been a deck 
passenger and have had personal experience of this inconvenience ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : If the Honour- 
able Member will supply definite information on that point, Govern- 
ment wull be only too happy to look into the question. 

Bill in connection with the Pederal Railway Authority and 
Setting up op Provincial Public Service Commissions. 

274. S Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they are considering any proposal for a Bill in con- 
nection -with the Federal Railway Authority to be placed 
before this House ; 

(h) if so, when the Bill is expected to be brought before this 
House ; and 

(c) whether there is any similar proposal with regard to setting 
up Public Service Commissions in all the Provinces ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) Yes. 

(h) Possibly during 1936. 

(c) No legislation other than that contained in sections 265 and 
266 of the Government of India Act, 1935, is, I believe, required for the 
establishment of provincial Public Service Commissions. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : May I know if this Bill is going to be intro- 
duced during the cold weather Session or the autumn Session of next 
year ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am at present 
unable to specify during which Session it will be possible for Govern- 
ment to introduce this legislation. 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai : May I know when these Public Service 
Commissions in the provinces will he set up 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That is for the 
provinces to say, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I take the answer to (c) to mean that, 
so far as all-India legislation is concerned, there is no need for" all- 
India legislation f 
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The Honourable Sir Mnbammad Zafrullab Khan : That is the 
meaning. 

Repobt oe Mr. K. P. S. Menon on the Eeeegt of the Marketino 
Ordinances on Indian Settlers in East Aerica. 

275 '‘Mr. S Satyamnrti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the reasons why the report of Mr. K. P. S. M^enon on the effect 

of the marketing ordinances on Indian settlers in East 
Africa was not published before the end of June ; 

(b) whether Government have made representations to the Kenya 

Government on the Kenya Bill ; 

(c) whether Government’s attention has b^^eii drawn to the leading 

article in the R%nd%i^ dated the 25th of June, 1935, on this 
subject ; 

{d) what steps, if any, Government propose to take to protect 
Indian interests in Kenya ; and 

(e) whetlier Government propose to consult this House on the 
question f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) As in the case of Mr. Menon's 
report on Zanzibar, Government waited for the publication of llie 
Beport unlil the views of the Governments of Tanganyika, Uganda and 
Kenya "were available. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Government have seen the article referred to by the Honour- 
able Member. 

(d) and (e). As a result of representations already made by the 
Government of India, several important amendments have been made 
in the Bill that was first published. The Secretary of State for the 
Colonies has agreed that the provisions of the Bill, as passed by the 
Kenya Legislative Council, should not be brought into operation until 
he has considered it further. The Government of India will examine 
the Bill, as passed, and will then decide whether any further action on 
their part is called for. Government do not think at present lhat it 
will be necessary to consult the House. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : At a later stage, before Government make 
their final recommendations on this matter to the Governments con- 
cerned, will they be good enough to consult this House ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I cannot give any undertaking on that 
point, because T do not know whether the House will be sitting. 

Grievances of Indians domiciled in South Aerica. 

276, *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the latest position of Indians domiciled in South Africa ; 

(1) the grievances from which they are still suffering ; and 

(e) what steps, if any, they propose! to take to redress these 
grievances ? 
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Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : {a) For a comprehensive account of 
matters of comparatively recent interest relating to Indians resident 
in South Africa, the Honourable Member is referred 'to the annual 
reports of the Agent of the Government of India in the Union, copies 
of which will be found in the Library. 

(h) and (c). The most pressing grievance of Indians arises out of 
disabilities connected with the occupation and ownership of land in the 
mining areas of the Transvaal. This subject is under investigation by 
a special commission which the Government of the Union of South Africa 
appointed on the 4:th October, 1932, m pursuance of representations 
made by the Government of India, Administration of the licensing 
laws has also been the subject of complaints from time to time The 
Government of India delegation to the first Cape Town Conference 
suggested an overhauling of these laws but this has not been found 
possible so far. Other grievances, primarily of an administrative 
character and local or individual in scope, are dealt with, as they 
arise, by the Agent of the Government of India m South Africa when- 
ever his intercession is invoked or considered necessary by himself. 
The Honourable Member is, I am sure, aware of the efforts^ made by 
the Government of India on behalf of Indians in South Africa in the 
past. Their present and continuing contribution to this cause is the 
maintenance of an Agency in South Africa to watch over and assist in 
the solution of day to day problems and to promote, by all possible 
methods, that sympathetic understanding of Indian difficulties and 
Indian aspirations by the Government and people of the Union on 
which the redress of Indian grievances ultimately depends. 

Mr. B. Bas : Have Government not received so far the Feetham 
Commission's report, an extract of which has been published in the 
Indian press f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Two parts of the Feetham Commission's 
report have been published, and I think copies have been placed in the 
Library of the House ; but those two parts do not complete the story : 
the third part is still awaited. 

Mr. B. Bas : Have Government examined these two parts and 
have they addressed the South African Government on these two paids ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I think it will be premature for the 
Government of India to address the Government of the Union until the 
result of investigation of the whole problem has been published hv the 
Commission. 


Mr. B. Das : Has the attention of the Honourable Member been 
drawn to the press report which appeared in the Statesmm and the 
H%'ndustan Times that the third part of the report will take time to be 
published and it will take a year or more ^ 


Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Not only do I take some interest in 
newspaper cuttings appearing on this subject, but the Agent in South 
Africa has instructions to report to us as occasion arises, regarding the 
progress of the Commission : and, as regards the information which my 
Honourable friend Ms imparted to me, I may enlighten him by saying 
rtiat the eomplehon of the third part «t the report shortly SaiST 
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Prof. N. G. EaBga : Are suitable facilities being pi-ovided to tliose 
repatriated Indians who wish to go back to Sonfch Africa because 
South India does not suit them ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : 1 do not, think that that arises out of 
the answer that I have ghen. 

Allocation oi? Assets and Liabilities between the New Orissa 
Province and the Government of Madras. 

277 '‘Mr. S Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether there was any difference of opinion between the 
Madras Government and the Government of India on the 
question of the allocation of assets and liabilities between 
the new Orissa Province and the Government of Madras ; 

(5) what is the claim of the Madras Government ; and 

(o) what IS the position of the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The Government of India have 
not yet formally considered these questions 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I want to ask what is the claim of the Madras 

Government ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I am not prepared to disclose 

that. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : May 1 know' the reasons why 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Because the matter is still under 
consideration 

Mr. B. Das : Is it not a fact that Hie Madras Government bas been 
very grabbing in this matler ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I will leave it to the iw'o Honour- 
able Members to setiie ben\ cen theniselves 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : But neither Mr Das nor I am the Finance 
Member of the Govermnent of India 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 saw a good many accounts 
from Madras sources of wliat the view of the Government of Madras 
was, and I suspect the Honourable Member knows pretty well what it 
is. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti : But what is the position of the Government 
of India ’ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : As I say, the Government of 
India cannot have a view yet, because the question has not yet been 
formally considered. 

Mr B. Das : T hope the Government of India will he just. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : To Madras also * 
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Facilities askeb fob ebom Govebnment by ah Automobile Factoby ih 

India. 

278. '‘Mr S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they have been approached by the promoters of an 
automobile factory in India to raise the import duties to a 
higher figure on motor ears and bodies ; 

(5) whether they have been requested to agree to the purchase of 

cars and lorries required for the army from the factory ; 
and 

(c) what other facilities Government were ashed to provide and 
what the answer of Government was ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a)^ (b) and 
(c). Government have received no such representations. 

Delay m the Publication oe the Eepobt op the Tabiee Boabd on the 

Glass Industby. 

279. -^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the reasons for the delay of three years in publishing the 
report of the Tariff Board on the glass industry ; 

(6) what the advice was which Government acted upon in turning 

down the Board’s recommendation for protection to the 
industry ; and 

(<c) whether they are prepared to obtain and act on the advice of 
this House in this matter ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) I would in- 
vite the Honourable Member’s attention to paragraph 4 of Government 
of India, Department of Commerce, Resolution No. 458-T. (14), dated 
the 22nd June, 1935. 

(b) The Government of India were guided by the principles laid 
down in paragraph 1 (c) of the Resolution adopted by this House on 
February 16, 1923. 

(o) No. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : If the Government say that in deciding this, 
they acted on the opinion of this House, may I know the reasons why 
they are not prepared to obtain and act on the advice of this House in 
this specific matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I did not say 
that, in deciding this matter, the Government of India acted on the 
advice of this House. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : The Honourable Member said on the Resolution 
of this House. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : On the principles 
contained in that Resolution 

Mr. S'. Satyamurti : Is there any difference between the Resolution 
and the principles contained in the Resolution ? 
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The Monoiirable Sir Miiliammad Zafrullah Khan : Yes, Sir , there 
is a diilerenee between the principles contained m that Eesointion and 
the application of those principles to cases m actual practice. 

Mr. S. Satyamiirti : May I take it that in applying the principles 
they have departed from the decision of this House ? 

The Eonourable Sir Muhaminad Zafrallah Khan : No, Sir j Govern- 
ment claim that they are willing to accept the principles laid down 
in that Eesointion, but the}^ must be left to decide how to apply those 
principles to any particular eases, as it would be extremely embarrassing 
and wonld practically bring the administration to an end if whenever 
a question of the application of principles to particular cases arises the 
opinion of the whole House has to be taken rather than that the matter 
should be decided by the Executive Government. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government place the matter before the 
House for its opinion, and consider a change m their decision if the 
opinion of the House is against the decision of the Government 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : No, Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have already 
given the reason. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Because he weuts to keep up the autocracy of 
Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No, Sir. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangax : Are Government aware that 
the Tariff Board Eeport is unanimous 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question 
please. 

Negotiations eob Tkade Agbeements with the Ibish Fbee State, Canada 

AND Italy. 

280. ’^Mr S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to stale : 

(a) at what stage the negotiations for trade agreements with the 

Irish Free State, Canada and Italy stand ; 

(b) when their agreements are expected to be concluded ; and 

(e) whether they will be placed before this House and if so, 
when ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) and (5). The 
Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the replies given to his 
starred questions Nos. 138, 139 and 209. 

(c) Copies of such of the agreements as are eventually concluded 
With any of these countries will be laid on the table in due course. 

Prof. N. G Ranga : Is it not a fact, Sir, that we have an adverse 
balance of trade with Canada ? 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : That question 
does not arise. 
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Dipeerenoes between European and Indian Members oe the Indian 

Medical Service in the Matter of Payment of Eailway Fares. 

281. S. Satyamiirti : Will Goyernment be pleased to state : 

(a) wkether it is a fact that a J iinior Indian Major of the Indian 
Medical Service travels first class on payment of full first 
class fare ; 

(&) whether a senior British Captain of the same service travels 
first class on payment of only a second class fare ; and 

(c) whether there are other such differences between Indian and 
European Members of this service, and if so, the reasons 
therefor ? 

Mr. G. E. F. Tottenham : (a) and (6). I would refer the Honour- 
able Member to the answer I gave on the 4th September, 1935, to Mr. 
y, V. Girins starred question No. 116 

(r) The distinction is not one of race. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : T think, Sir, parts (a) and (b) have been 
answered What is the answer to part (c) ^ Are there Indian members 
of the service having this privilege, that is, of travelling first class on 
payment of second class fare ? 

Mr. G. E P. Tottenham : Certainly, Sir 

India’s Balance of Trade. 

282. ^^Mr, S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they have noted that the balance of trade in recent 

years is not as favourable to India as it was before ; 

(b) whether they have examined this question, and if so, what 

their conclusions are ; and 

(o'* vlial steps, if any, they propose to take to bring the balance 
of trade hi India’s favour ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) and (5). The 
Government of India have examined the question and they are of 
opinion that India’s total balance of trade has not deteriorated in the 
past few years. If the Honourable Member has in mind the balance 
of frade in merchandise only, T would point out that the decrease in 
value of that balance may be entirely attributed to the fall in world 
commodity prices since 1929, but that measured in terms of the quantum 
of trade, the position m 1934-35 is comnaratively better than the 
average of the three pre-depression years 1926-27, 1927-28 and 1928-29. 

(c) In view of the fact that India’s balance of trade is a favour- 
able one, I presume that the Honourable Member wishes to know what 
steps are contemplated to increase that balance. The Government 
of India are at all times watchful of the interests of India’s export 
trade and are prepared to take any steps which, in their opinion are 
to its ultimate advantage The Honourable Member will, however, 
realise that it is not within the power of the Government of India 
alone or of any other single Government to raise the world prices of 
primary commodities. 
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Mr. S. Satyamiirti : 1 think I heard the Honourable Member say 
that the fall in the value of the trade may be due to the fall in world 
prices. U'hat is the actual position, Sir f Have Government examined 
the question, and have they come lo any conclusion that tins tali in 
prices IS due to the fall in world prices, and not due to any other 
causes i 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafruliah Khan : The Governnienl 
of India have examined the position, and if the Honourable Member 
desires, and if you, Sir, wdi permit me, 1 am prepared to give him figures 
which would bear out what I say. Assuming that I have your permis- 
sion, I shall proceed to give the figures. I am afraid the matter is a 
little bit complicated, but 1 shall try to make it as clear as possible. 
The average price levels of exports as measured by the Calcutta Index 
No. was 139 for the three year period 1926-29. The figure now stands 
at 76. There has thus been a fall of 45.3 per cent, in the value of ex- 
ports. Corresponding indices for imports are 150 and 111. These 
figures represent duty paid prices, and after making adjustments on 
the average for 10 per cent, duties for the pre-depression period and 
25 per cent, for 1934-35, the ex-duty indices will work out at 136.3 and 
88.8. The result would be a fall, so far as the imports are concerned 
in the index prices of 34.8 per cent. That being so, without wearying 
the House too much with figures, if these falls are applied to the figures 
for exports and imports, the result would be as follows The average 
of exports for these three years is 325 37 crores. If the fall in prices 
is applied, to this figure, (the fall is 45 3 per cent , and therefore if 
one has to work out the 55.47 per cent, of this figure), should have been 
177.9 crores. The average imports for those years were 242.73 crores. 
That worked out with a fall of 34 8 per cent m the imports, would 
give the figure of 158.2 crores. On these figures the balance in the 
quantom of trade should have been a favourable balance valued at 
39.7 crores. Actually the balance of merchandise in 1934-35 was 
valued at 23 crores. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : Have the Government considered that this 
favourable balance of trade, — I am trespassing on the Honourable the 
Finance Member portfolio perhaps, — ^biit since the Honourable the 
Commerce Member is answering this question, I want to know, if the 
Government have considered that this balance of trade, such as it is, 
is kept up largely by the export of golcl ® 

The Honoumble Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The figures I 
have given relate to merchandise alone. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : I am talking of the entire balance of trade 
Has the attention of the Honourable the Commerce Member been drawn 
to the fact that that favourable balance of trade, such as it is, is kept 
up by the export of gold ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The entire 
favourable balance of trade is composed of merchandise and gold. If 
the Honourable Member means if I have seen the figures ; I have seen 
them 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will he take steps to see that, excluding gold, 
the favourable balance of trade, which is not certainly anything like- 
what it was some time ago, is kept up ! 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : In Rupeejs not 
In the quantom of trade, yes. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Bo Government consider for tlieir purposes 
quantom of trade is more important than rupees I 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No, but 1 am 
giving the position as it stands. I do not wish it to be implied from 
my answers that Government consider that no efforts should be made 
to improve the balance of trade. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May T know what are the steps they are 
^taking 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) , A question 
like this cannot be satisfactorily discussed by means of a supplementary 
question. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : One supplementary question, 
Sir ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour- 
able Member cannot discuss this question in a supplementary?’ question. 

Refusal of Pebmissiok to visit Quetta fob Eabthquake Relief Wobk. 

283. ^‘Mx S Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the names of the persons and the institutions who applied for 
permission to visit Quetta for earthquake relief work ; 

(&) whether any of them was permitted to visit Quetta ; and 

(c) the reasons why permission was refused to them to visit 
Quetta for this purpose ! 

Mir. 6. R. P. Tottenham : (a) I lay on the table a list of applications 
made between June 3rd, and July 23rd. Having regard to the conditions 
which prevailed after the earthquake it is not certain that this list is 
complete 

(6) In addition to medical parties from Lahore, Amritsar and 
Karachi which worked at Quetta for a short time at the beginning of 
June, Mr. Hogg and fifty Rover Scouts from Lahore, were permitted to 
enter Quetta More recently the Memou Relief Society (Calcutta) which 
had been doing good work in Karachi were offered permission to work 
in the rural areas near Quetta, but expressed their inability to under- 
take further relief work. Special facilities have also been given to 
Ireligious bodies, as far as the state of the buildings warrant, to remove 
their books and other sacred objects and also to collect ashes. 

(c) I refer the Honourable Member to Chapter IV of the pamphlet 
The Quetta Earthquake, 1935 ’’ 


Kfames of persoits and mstitutions who applied for permission to vmt Quetta for relief 

worTc. 

1, Ghanshamal, Kataohi, for several representatives of Dera Gliazi Klian 

District. 

2. 12 Siklx volanteers cjo Guru Bingh Babha, Karachi. 

S. Dr. Hiralal, Heernt. 
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4. Amritsar Congress, 100 persons. 

5. Sevasamiti Yolunteers, Lahore, 20 persons. 

6. Mr. H, Beal, Calcutta. 

7. Vice-CIianeelior, Aligarh University, party, no number. 

8. 30 scouts from Sevasamiti, Jammu. 

9. Punjab Congress Committee, no numbers. 

10. Khan Bahadur A. A. Khan, Superintendent, Transportation, Railway, 

Allahabad. 

11. N. W. Railway Accounts Union, Lahore, 2 members. 

12. Relief Committee, Hyderabad (S.), 5 members. 

13. Relief Committee, Hyderabad (S ), 20 members. 

14. Relief Party, Nagpur, if services needed (no numbers). 

15. Delhi Muslim Quetta Relief Committee (no numbers). 

16. Sevasamiti, Delhi (no numbers), 

17. Captain A. E. Pitzpatrick, Murree. 

18. Punjab Provincial Congress Committee, 20 volunteers. 

19. Dr. Rajeshwar Singh, Ghaziabad, U. P. 

20. Mr. Hogg and 50 Boy Scouts, Lahore. 

21. Public of Phularwan (no numbers). 

22. Karachi Indian Brokers Association (no numbers). 

23. Baba Kartar Singh, Lahore (500 volunteers). 

24. Hindu Seva Sadan, Hardwar, (20 volunteers). 

25. Mr Niranjare Lall, Gangab, Salieupur. 

26. Jamiatulamai Hind, Delhi, 3 volunteers 

27. Major T. C. H. SJiaw, Fein House, Murzapur Road, Ahmedabad 

28. Mr. Sewa Singh, Oveiseer, B. and N.>W. Railway, Muzaffarpur. 

29. Mr. S. M. G Abbas Ali Khan, Alwar, Rajputana 
SO. Mr. Nand Lai, Rangamahal, Ujjain 

31. The Kasht JMirawak Samiti, Agra, 10 volunteers. 

32. Dr. Mehta Nandlal, Patna (party of doctors and engineers). 

33. Yaish Orphanage, Meerut (3 peisons). 

34. Mr. P. Bharthi, Dina pore. 

35. Mr. C. Franklin, Fic-Services ' Association, Ajmer. 

36. Mr. V. P Chatterji, Calcutta 

37. President, Oiphanago, Patiala. 

38. Mr. R. F. Hunter, Khanpiii Road, Ahmedabad. 

39. The Delhi Territorial Tioop (India). 

40. Mr. E. A. Richards, Kurunegala, Ceylon. 

41. Rohri Panehayat. 

42. Mr. Rabindianath Mukerji, Benares 

43. 10 Boy Scouts from Eahra.ich 

44. Mr. Nanath Chand Ratra, Indore 

45. Baba Kartar Singh Bedi, Saharanpur (500 volunteers). 

46. Sir Pheroze Sethna, Bombay, on behalf of Karachi Parsis* 

47. Pribnidlii Maha Sabha, Rawalpindi (30 persons). 
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48. yewa Samiti, Mardan (2 doctors and 15 boy scouts). 

49. Ml. H. B. Maiske, Sindi (Gr. I. P. Eaiiwa.y), District Wardha 

50. Dr. M. JSf, Sen, 93 1 2, Bakul Bagan Bond, Bhowanipiir, Calcutta. 

51. Assistant Secretary, Ramkrishna Mission, Belur, Howrah District, Bengal. 

52. Mr. Mohamed Afzal, Jagir Lambardar, Mozang, Lahore, with 200 men 

and a qualified doctor. 

53. Thakurdas Pribhdas Manghirmalani, B.A , LL.B., Advocate, Hyderabad 

(Sind). 

54. JMessrs. P. K, Mukher^i and B. K Chandra, C|o Mr. D. K. Boy, Main Hostel, 

Hindu College, Delhi 

55. Mr. P. IST. Barlianpuiey, Cjo Yamunabai, Potfode, Dhantoli, Hagpur. 

56. Memon Belief Society (Calcutta), Baluchistan Earthquake Belief Camp, 

Karachi. 

57. Chaudhri Bansi Lai, M.L,C, Masti Gate, Lahore. 

58. Mr. D. N. Nandanwar, Kostipura, Nagpur, 

59. Mr. S. P. Lakhani, Narain Mahal, Hirabad, Hyderabad (Sind). 


Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : May I know why the All-India Seva 
Samiti organisation of Allahabad was refused permission ? 

Mr. Gr. R. F. Tottenham : The reasons are explained in the pamphlet. 
Thei-e were no special reasons that were applied to special parties or 
special people. The reasons were the same for all. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : May I ask why, in the beginning of 
June, two or three days after the earthquake, a Karachi party was 
allowed to go to Quetta and that party was then returned by the autho- 
rities back to Karachi ^ 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : I do not know exactly which party the 
Honourable Member refers to, but I have stated in reply to part (&) of 
the question that a medical party from Karachi did go and work in 
Quetta for a short time. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : But they were asked to return to 
Karachi and not to remain in Quetta. 

Mr. 6 R. F. Tottenham : I do not know whether they were asked 
to return to Karachi or whether they returned of their own accord 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know from the Honourable Member 
if parties are now freely allowed to go to Quetta for doing relief work f 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I have no information, but I believe no parties 
have recently gone up in addition to those already present. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : But if any party wishes to go there f 

Mr. J G. Acheson : It is a hypothetical question All requests will 
be considered on their individual merits. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Is it a fact that the Memon Relief Party 
was permitted to go to Quetta after three months when their funds had 
been exhausted ^ They had already finished their funds in Karachi and 
then the Government permitted them to go to Quetta. 

Mr. G, R. F, Tottenham : I do not know. 
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Seth Haji Abdoola Harooii : Is it not a fact that, on account of 
barring the entry of people into Quetta for relief work, there have been 
heavy losses in the matter of both life and property m Quetta / 

Mr G. E. F. Tottenham : No, Sir. 

Excise Duty on Steel. 

284. ""Mr. S Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the report o£ the 
speech of the Chairman of the Tata Iron Steel Company at 
its last annual meeting, regarding excise duty on steel ; 

(h) whether they propose to remove the excise duty as early as 
possible ; and 

(c) if not, why not f 

The Honcurable Sir James Grigg : (a) Yes 

(b) and (c). I would refer the Honourable Member to the record of 
the debates on the Iron and Steel Duties Bill in July and August, 1934. 

Mr. S- Satyamurti : Do not Government make any progress ? We 
are referred back for years. I want to know the present position 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The present position is precisely 
what it was in 1934. I have got all the extracts here, and with your 
permission, Sir, I will read a short one : 

** The Commerce Member (Sir Joseph Bhore) and myself (I was speaking) 
have both made our position in this matter absolutely clear, and if we went on para- 
phrasing and reiterating our views on that matter for a month I do not think we 
could make our position any clearer Neither of us contemplate that this particular 
excise should form a permanent pait of the fiscal system of this country. As to the 
time and circumstances in which it can be removed nobody can prophesy, but our 
desire and intention is that it should not be kept on a moment longer than it is 
nccessaiy. '' 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : It is now one year. This was said in 1934, and 
has nothing happened in this one year for the Finance Member to give 
serious consideration to this question ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : In the first place, in matters of 
taxation, it is not usual to give advance notice of your intentions, and 
in the second place, the question of necessity is in the last resort one for 
the Government to determine 

Mr. S Satyamurti : This excise duty is maintained merely for revenue 
purposes. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I have never heard of any excise 
duty being a protective duty before now. Quite the opposite 

Prof N. G, Eanga : Is it not a fact that a very^' high dividend was 
declared last year ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Does the Honourable Member 
want to increase the excise duty ^ 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : Is it not a fact that a very high dividend was 
declared by the Tatas at the last meeting ^ 
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The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That seems to indicate that the 
excise duty is not felt as a hardship. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : Bo Government contemplate the abolition 
of this excise duty when it will be financially possible for them to abolish 
the revenue duty ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I meant precisely what I have 

said 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What i|S the amount of excise 
duty recovered year after year for the last two years ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I cannot say offhand, but I believe 
it was Rs. 11 lakhs in the partial period of last year. 

Result oe the Imposition oe an Impobt Duty on Broken Rice and 

Prohibition oe Imports oe Rice erom Siam, Indo-China, etc. 

285. "^Mr. S Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the result of the imposition of an import duty of 12 annas per 
maund on broken rice ; 

(h) whether it has resulted in any appreciable increase of prices ; 
and 

(c) whether Government are considering the prohibition of imports 
of rice from Siam and Indo-China, and fixing of quota from 
Burma ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) and (5). The 
Honourable Member is referred to the reply given by me to parts (a) and 
{])) of his question No 194. 

(c) No, Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Then the Government are not considering this 
question 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I believe I havo 
explained the whole position in answer to the supplementary questions 
to the question referred to in my answer to parts (a) and (1) of the 
question. I gave reasons to show that the position was not such as to 
justify the kind of action suggested b}^ the Honourable Member. 

Mr. 0. N Muthiiranga Mudaliar : With regard to the answer to part 
(I) of the question, may I ask the Honourable Member if the prices have 
not slightly fallen owing to the import of Siam rice during the month of 
August ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have answered 
that question in the siipplemen+aries. I laid on the table of the House 
a statement showing the prices up to the end of July, and then this ques- 
tion was pih and my reply was that the figures with resrard to the month 
of August had not become available and my reply is still the same. 

Dr. T. S S. Raian : What about part (c) of the question, the fixing 
of a quota from Burma ? What is the answer to that question ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The answer 


was 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : With regard to the fixing of a quota from 
Burma, are Government considering it ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next ques- 
tion. 

Terms offered for the Transfer of British Service Officers to the 

Indian Army. 

286. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Governmeiil be pleased to state : 

(a) the reasons why they have offered attractive terms for the 

transfer of British Service Officers to the Indian Army ; 

(b) wiiether these terms are offered by the Army Council with- 

out consulting the Government of India ; and 

(c) if they were consulted, what their opinion in the matter was ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) The Honourable Member’s atten- 

tion is invited to the reply I gave the other day to Mr. Ananthasayaiuun 
Ayyangar’s starred question No. 170. It is true that, in order to increase 
the area of selection, certain conditions, which are normally imposed in the 
case of transfers, have been relaxed, e.g., the age limit and the lime within 
which officers must qualify at certain examinations, but finan'^ially the 
terms are exactly the same as they have always been. 

(o) No. The terms ivere formulated by the Government of India, and 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State. The Army Council had considerable 
difficulty 111 sparing the officer.s and went out of their way to do so in order 
to meet Indian requirements 

(c) Does not arise 

Damage by Earthquake and Re-Building of Quetta. 

287. '•'Mr S Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to stale : 

(a) whether they have considered, or are considering, the ques- 

tion of the continuance of Quetta as a civil and military 
station either on the present scale or on a reduced scale ; 

(b) the actual extent of damage to Government in the Civil and 

Military Department by the earthquake ; and 

fe) the expenditure proposed to be met by the Government of 
India for re-building Quetta either at the present or on some 
other site ? 

Mr G R F Tottenham : (a) The Honourable Member’s attention is 
invited 'to’ Chapter VIII of the pamphlet “The Quetta Earthquake, 
1935 ’ ’. The matter is under consideration. 

(b) and (c). The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to my 
reply to Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon’s starred question No. 163 on the 6th 
September, 1935. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Was an estimate of expenditure given then ? 

MOOIiAD ® 
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Mr G. E. F. Tottenham : If the Honourable Member wouUl rea-l ike 
reply that I gave on the (Ith September, the answer was 

“ The piesent estimate oJt the oost of ivtoiisliwtiou, uimh must iii'eoss.uilv bt- 
extremely rough, is between JSs. 7 and 8 eroies. ” 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May ] kiiov/ wlietbei* GoTernuieiit have eoii- 
sidered, or are considering the means ol: finding* lius inoiiev ' Are they 
going to raise a loan 

Mr. G R F. Tottenham : I think that question should bo addre^M^d 
to the Honourable tbe Finance Member. 

Mr. S Satyamiirti : Have Government considered the question of 
the site Have they come to a conclusion on that point ' 

Mr. G. R, F, Tottenham : No. The matter is ^^till under eoiisidera- 

tion. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Is it possible, in the present state of 
the Government's finances, for this amount of Es. 7 or 8 crores being 
spent on the reconstruction of Quetta ! 

Mr. G R. F. Tottenham : I think that question ought to be addreNsed 
to the Honourable the Finance Member and not to me 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Are Government aware that I read day 
before yesterday an article in the Sfatesman that Karachi is a more 
suitable' place for the Western Command than Quetta. Is not Karachi 
a more suitable place for tbe purpose 1 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : I do not know what the Honourable Mcm« 
ber read in the paper the day before yesterday. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; May 1 ask tbe Honourable the Finance Member 
how he pioposes to get this amount of Es. 7 or 8 crores ? Does he propose 
to consult this House on the need for spending, and the means of raising 
this money ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 would repudiate the suggestion 
that the question of the future policy regarding Quetta is a matter for 
me to bring before tins House. The question of raising money will, in 
so far the expenditure is votable, be brought before this House, and^ 
in so far as it is non-votable, it will not. 

Mr. S Satyamuiiii : May J ask whether the policy of re-building 
Quett-a either on the present site or on the neighbouring site will be 
placed before this House at any time before the Government make up 
their mind ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is not for me 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I ask the Honourable Member, Air. 

12 jnoon. Tottenham, whether Government propose to consult 
the opinion of this House on the important and costly 
proposition of re-building Quetta, either on the present site or on the 
neighbouring site, which, I understand, is going to cost eight crores of 
rupees ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : There is a Eesolution on the paper on this 
subject j and if Honourable Members opposite would agree to allow that 
Eesolution to be discussed instead of the one they have themselves put 
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down for tlie tlie House v/oiild liuve an opportunity of expressing 

Its opinion on tliat point. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : What liesoliilioii ’ Is it a (xoveriiment Eesoiu- 
tion I 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Ther^^ is d Re>solution tabled by my Honour- 
able friend, Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon recommending that Government 
should not re-biiild on the existing site 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is GovemineiiHs position ! Are they 
going to consult this House h} means of a motion of their own on the 
question of re-building Quetta, either on the present or on the neigh- 
bouring site / 

Ml. G. R. F. Tottenham : 1 have nothing to add to what the Honour- 
able the Finance Member said about that 

Mr S. Satyamurti : When ] ask llu‘ Army Secretary, he refers me to 
the Finance Member, and Avhen J pm ihe question to the Finance Mem- 
ber, I am told that the question should be put to the Army Secretary I 
don’t care who answers it Somebody must answer it. Let the Home 
Member answer that I don’t mind 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The question is under considera- 
tion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is the question of consulting the House also 
under consideration 


(No answer ) 

Mr S, Satyamurti : Silence is the best answer 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

AfjLEgations against Barnsfi Soldiers Stationed at Jubbulpore 

Mr. Satya Narayan Sinha : Are Government aware whether the 
remark of the Honourable the Law Member in the Assembly the other day^ 
while objecting to IMr. Satyamurti ’s motion for ad;]Ournment, regarding 
Benda incident, that the Coui’t might hold that the soldiers acted in self- 
defence ”, is likely to prejudice the course of justice, because the remark 
has emanated from a responsible person like the Honourable the Law 
Member ? Is it not a direction to the Court as to its findings in the case 
which it is trying at present ^ If so, how do Government propose to- make 
amends for it ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Attention of Government lias 
been drawn to an article in the Hindustan Times, which ended with a 
desire on its part that this matter should be taken up on the floor of the 
House by some M.L.A. and the arguments and language of which article 
including the wholly iin.]ustified expression indiscreeU^' ” have been re- 
produced in the question. 


The expression ' indiscreet ^ has since been deleted under the orders of the 
Honourable the President,''^ 

L200LAB „ . C2 
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The remark attributed to the Law Member is wholly misleading by 
reason of part of a sentence being reproduced after omitting what pre- 
cedes and follows it. 

The entire sentence is as follows : 

' ‘ We must take all theoretical objections and supposing that the Court finds, as 
a matter of fact, there was justification for the exercise of right of self-defence, and 
so on, it may not be a fact ultimately proved, etc ’ ^ 

Tlie remark as actually made is not capable of being perverted into a 
direction oir even a limt to the Court as to its findings in the case. 

The argument expressly stated to be based on a theory which may 
not be tli(3 fact as ultimately proved was necessary for showing that the 
matter was svb jiidtce — a contention which was upheld by the Honour- 
able the President, 

Mr S. Satyamurti : May I take it that the Law Member now cate- 
gorically says tiiat his statement is neither a direction, nor a hint, nor 
anything else to the Court f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I see that my Honourable 
friend uses the word ‘‘ now ’C The question of now does not arise. 

Mr. Satyamurti • Does he again ^ 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : What is the question 1 I 
am quite prepared to aiivswer it. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I am prepared to put the supplementary ques- 
tion, if you will permit me Does the Honourable the Law Member say 
that again — that his speech that day was not to be construed by the 
Court as either a direction, or a hint, or suggestion of any kind 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I have nothing to add i 
said that the grossest perversion which may be applied to it does not 
lead to that conclusion. 


MOTION FOK ADJOURNMENT. 

Appointment of an ExmoPEAN Businessman as the President of the 

Indian Tariff Board. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have receh’-- 
ed notice of a motion for the adjournment of the business of the House 
from Seth Govind Das. as follows : The appointment of an European 

(Sir Alexander Murray) businessman as the President of the Indian Tariff 
Board ’C I understand that the Honourable Member is not going to 
move it. 

Seth Govind Das (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan) : I said that I am not going to move it. 


ELECTION OP MEMBERS TO THE CENTRAL ADVISORY BOARD 

OP EDUCATION. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have 
to inform the Assembly that Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad and Dr Bhagavan Das 
have been elected to ihe Cimtral Advisory Board of Education constitut- 
ed by the Government of India. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The House 
will now resume consideration of the following motion moved by tho 
Honourable the Home Member on the 5th September, 1935. 

“ That the Bill to amend the Criminal Law be taken into eonsideiation 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, the case for this Bill rests maanly, if not 
esclusivelj", on the two pamphlets that have been supplied by the Home 
Department, one containing eHr.iets from newspapers and other publi- 
cations and the other containing fhe staiements that were furnished by 
the Honourable the Horuo Member in reply to tlic Short Notice Questions 
put 1); Seth Govind Das. [ submit that if anybody had ever a fantastic 
idea of raiding a sk\' scrapper on an arch of straw, he could not have hit 
upon anything heller Sir, look at the extracts that have been placed in 
this pamphlet which is headed A few selections from press articles 
made in coiinediori with Press legislation Sir, T reminded Honourable 
Members yesterday that there w^as no Press Act in force in this country 
between the years 1921 and 1931, I assume tliat the Oovernmcnt with 
their inhmte resources, after making a microscopic examination of all the 
publications that have issued during this inteiwal of leu years, have been 
able to cull together all that appears in this pamphlet. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Home Member) : There are 
iLousands 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : Well, I do not know if they have 
anvtliing up tlieir sleeves If ther^ is anything seeiet in the dark 
which they dare not expose lest it should burn and evaporate in the light 
we cuonot take uoti( o of it If they have anything else in their possession 
we do not know. What they have considered deserving and worthy of 
being placed before us is contained in this pamphlet. Sir, this pamphlet 
does not contain anything for the years 1922, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1927 and 
1929. It does not contain anything for the Presidencies of Bombay and 
Madi‘as or for the Provinces of the United Provinces, Bihar and Orissa, 
Assam, Central Provinces and the North-West Frontier Province. The 
extracts that have been given here are confined to the Provinces of Bengal 
and the Punjab and to tlie years 1926, 1929 aind 1930 only Sir, this 
general survey can lead only to one conclusion, namely, that the state 
of the press was never really as lamentable, scandalous and dangerous, 
ominous and disastrous as is now sought to be made out. Sir, what do 
these extracts contain, even as they" are ^ BeCore I do so I may tell the 
Honourable Members that so far as the United Provinces are concerned, 
I hav^e read the Administration Reports issued hy the Local Government 
and it is definitely, positively and unambiguously mentioned in tlmse re- 
ports in the year 1923 and again in the year 1924 that the tone as w^ell 
as the language of public press in the province improved considerably 
after the withdrawal and repeal of the Press Act, Sir, these stray 
extracts containing only a part of the article and being for the most part 
indifferent translations cannot be a safe guide ; but even if we take them 
at their face value, what do they indiciite, and what do they prove ? The 
first nine extracts relate to the single district of Paibna in Beniral and 
were all published in the month of July 1926 AVhen we proceed further, 
W'C find a iiumber of descriptive articles. I have examined every article 
and I am satisfied that if this pamphlet is placed before apay judicial 

( 797 ) 



798 


lEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[llTH Sep. 1936. 


[Pandit GoAmid Pallabh Pant,] 

tribunal, at least liaK of them will be declared to be perfectly innocent ; 
and that demonstrates unmistakably the mentality of those who have put 
them before ns as the examplars in support of this repressive piece of 
legislation. This pamphlet contains not only extracts from newspaper 
articles bnt also reprints from pamphlets, books,^ and cyclostyled and 
other posters AVellj Sir, 1 do not know how this Pill is intended or 
expected to reach cyclostyled posters, unless the Government have the 
intention of introducing an amendment at a later stage. Otherwise, so 
far as the present Bill goes, I do not see their relevancy. We find no 
joi or little smacking of Communism anywhere in it except in the cyelo- 
styled poster or pamphlet. There is nothing in it that could amount to a 
direct inciteraeni to violence, except one or two sentences from two articles 
from certain obscure papers which have revealed their existence for the 
first time in this pamphlet : and so far as communal dissensions are con- 
cerned, Sir, as I ohserred as many as nine concerning Pahna District 
■were shot off wdthin a week. We do not know what happened there at 
the time. Perhaps there was an immense excitement in those districts 
in Bengal then. I wmuld like to know, Sir, whether, on the basis of these 
extracts, any responsible Gov<^rnmcnt would dare to approach the Legis- 
lature for such a piece leirisiation as they have placed befox-e us after 
a lapse of ncarl^^ ten years. We were told the other day, Sir, that there 
were 4,600 ne-wspapei’s and publications in this country. We are here 
making a survey of everything that emanated from the press, whether in 
the foi’m of newspapcx's, or pamphlets, or posters or books or otherwise 
during the period of ten years. Remembering that some of these papers 
might be dailies, some weeklies, some bi-weeklies, some monthlies and so 
on, the number of publication.-' must have amounted to millions if not to 
billions Of these, the selections come to about thii’ty, and on those thirty, 
we are asked to penalize the pres.s, of this country for ever ’ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik * There were hundreds more 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : I do not know whether the '' fuiud- 
reds more ’’ are merely in the brain or imagination of the Honourable the 
Home Member 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik . No 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant ; So far as the published papers go, 
he has placed before us only these. I presume that these are the worst 
, samples that he could lay his hands upon, and T would ask Hononrable 
Members to read them and 1o see what they are like. 1 have a definite 
impression, Sir, of the articles fhal 1 used to read in newspapers in 1908, 
1909 and 1910 and I dare say from the recollections T retain very dis- 
tinctly to this day that some of the papers then published had more 
objectionable stuff in one issue than what is contained in the whole of 
this pamphlet today. Well, Sir, this is the comparative state of affairs. 
I could like to know finm the Honourable tlic Home Member the true 
state of affairs. He has told us that eoinmunalism has never been so 
acute in this country as it is today. Well what measures has he taken to 
put an end to tliat t And if IJiis is the result of three years^ administra- 
tion of the Oriminal Law Amendment Act — namely, that eommnnalism 
ioday is in its worst pha^e-Alien, I ask, why should he prolong and 
perpetuate the ioiiuous course vliieh has resulted in this calamity ? 
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Tlien I would ask tlie Honourable tlie Home Member if lie ever took action 
under section 153A in respect of these papers mentioned here, and 
whether he took any action under section 108 against the printer or the 
publisher of any of these ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : If the Honourable Member 
refers to my speech in introducing the Bill, he would have found that 
repeated action was talren. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : So far as I am aware, none of these 
persons were prosecuted for any of these writings. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : We cannot get at them. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : That is an untenable proposition 
which I cannot accept. Sir, if the police are really so inefficient that 
you cannot get at the culprits, then you have no business to continue to 
employ them fLoud Applause), then you should disband your staff. 
Why do you engage this police force and impose taxation on us in order 
to kee]3 them going. If }ou and they cannot get at the culprits ? (Hear, 
hear.) Sir, if your police force is designed only to get at innocent people, 
and if that is the purpose for which yon are here, if your object merely 
is to frame these weapons and engines of oppression for innocent people, 
so that you may have some sort of fun and your police a ready handle 
and something by way of bait to book the innocent The cat is out 
of 1be bag and I concede that, this Bill will eminently and fully fulfil 
that object. Sir, I was just telling you that this bogey of conimunalism 
is a curious figment of the imagination • it has been sprung upon us with 
a view to frightening us. Sir, when I hear Members of the Government 
talking of a communal crash, J feel as though the chauffeur is losing 
hold of the brake and the crash is imminent. Perhaps, in some cases — 

I do not attribute any malice or malignancy — ^the wish may be the mother 
to the thought (Hear, hear.) But, whatever it be, I say. Sir, that if 
the Government feel that conimunalism is in its worst form, then wei 
must be prepared for the crop which must ensue out of such open decla-i 
rations from the most responsible quarters. (Hear, hear.) They may 
not want their prophecies to turn true, yet we must be on our guard. 
Sir, we had once a good, old sturdy gentleman as Commissioner in the 
place where I live In 1924-25, as Honourable Members are aware, there 
was a recrudescence of communal trouble Once he w^as having a tallc 
with me and he told me • Well, Pandit, there is too much of com- 
munalism these days. Why is it so T said there are many reasons. 
He said : ‘‘ No, no. It is very easy to put an end to it I said how ? 
He asserted • Well, put me in charge of the worst district and I will 
see that eommuiiaiism will come to an end I asked him how he would 
manage it ? He gave me a story He said that in his younger days 
while he was the District Magistrate at a certain place, a Tahsildar 
approached him and told him that his Tahsil was on fire and that a com- 
munal outburst was inevitable. He told the Tahsildar that that was the 
first time when he had ever heard such a report and while directing him 
to see him the next day with the latest information, warned him in the 
following words • If yon repeat tomorrow that your Tahsil is still in a 
combustible state, then I will make an entry in your service book and 
report you for transfer from this Tahsil '' He told me that the Tahsildar 
approached him ihe next day and told him • Give me time : things 
are improving He replied : Very well, you can have some more 
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time The man went back to him the next day and said : Everything 
is all right ‘ Sul Khairiyat That is how eommunalism can be put an 
end to, I say if you are determined to put a stop to it, you can do it, 
I do not want to make remarks of an unpalatable and unpleasant typo 
But I would ask the Honourable Members opposite to read of some of the 
letters published by Lady hlinto that passed between Lord Minto and 
Lord IvTorley. I ask them to ponder over what Lord Olivier wrote in the 
article that appeared in the Times soon after he retired from the office 
of the Secretary of State for India. I ask them to read what Wedgwood 
Benn observed some time ago and I ask them to read what the Earl of 
Salisbury has said only recently. T would not say more But Su', J 
would remind them 1hat eommunalism is not the monopoly of this land. 
Wherever you have foreign domination, there is a natural tendency to 
foster all those forces which contribute towards the perpetuation of that 
domination. It is but natural. That does not, how^ever. absolve us from 
the responsibility that \ve owe to our country. T am one of those who 
Eeel that if our enemies can outwit us, we are fools. If our enemies 
can beat us, they must he abler. But I do not want to be beaten by them 
in any way and on any score 'wbatsoever. I am not putting thi^ forward 
as an apology or defence for any failure or lukewarmness on our part, 
but I am stating only a fact because it is a fact. In this connection, I 
wmuld remind the Honourable Members that only recently there was an 
outburst in Belfast Belfast is not Dublin which is the capital of the 
Smn Fein or Irish Free State; but it is Belfast, the capital of the favourite 
province of the superb Lord Carson. I will just read out to you what 
happened in Belfast from an extract that appeared in the New Statesman 
and Nation recently. It * 

“ More than the usual political significance underlies the rioting which has 
developed m Bellast from the annual celebrations on July 12th of the Battle of 

the better known in JMorthern Ireland as the glorious twelfth. The newspaper 

reports which have reached JBngland tell us only of tins great fighting, the rioting, the 
looting, the burning out of a dozen Government homes, the deaths of five persons and 
the wounding of well over a hundred, the use of rifles, revolvers and machine guns 
by the police and finally the calling out of the military who were patrolling the streets 
with fixed bayonets and steel helmets returning the desultory fire of the snipers who lie 
hidden in the network of poverty-stricken slum streets of the York Street arca.^’ 

This is wffiat happened in Belfast last month. Belfast is the place 
where the catholics are in very small number and where the protestants 
dominate. So, let not onr people be entrapped by any insinuations about 
eommunalism being u'orse today than it has ever been before. I, for one, 
honestly believe— and T claim to possess some Imowledge of the people 
and some experience of the affairs of this country and it is certainly 
more intimate- and reliable than what any Honourable Member opposite 
can acquire as none of them has a direct approach to the hearts, to the 
sentiments and to the convictions of people,— that the -worst phase of 
eommunalism has passed. There is more of harmony today than there 
was at any time before, at least during the last ten years. But for a few 
self-seekers aud those who can always be incited to promote hatred between 
communities, the heart of the country is sounder today than it has ever 
been before, and T am convinced that if artificial restraints are not 
deviseri -which must tend to cause greater distrust and mistrust in the 
futiiic, the present rate of progress will continue until we have reached 
the millennium and the haven which we all desire. 
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Sir, I would like to refer to some of the extracts which have appeared 
in other places, I do not know if the Honourable the Home Member 
is aware of the sort of literature that is published in England. Has he 
ever seen the extracts that appear in the pamphlets or articles there ? 
I do not know if he has been reading the Workers^ Daily or whether he 
has been reading the Labour Leader or whether he has been reading such 
like other papers. I see that there is more of Communism in a single 
issue of these papers than in all that you can collect here during the 
last ten years and yet they are not proscribed here and I am occasionally 
reading them I will read out to you a few extracts from some of the 
pamphlets that have been published in England. These pamphlets have 
been published almost continuously and regularly by people who have 
taken pretty good care to keep themselves in the back-ground just as the 
imaginary dummy editors are supposed to be doing here Well, Sir, now 
I propose LO read from the Hansard and It is part of the speech delivered 
by the Attorney General of England in Ihe *ast autumn session. He 
says : 

“ There is a corresponding leaflet with reterence to the Aiavy, entitled ^ The Bed 
JSignai % which claims to he the organ ot Communist sailors. X will trouble the House 
with a few illustrations, in ordei that Honourbale Members may have in their minds 
the sort of incitements which aie ottered to members of Hts Majesty's Forces in tins 
secret, underground fashion The Bold'ier^s Vo^ce of October, 1931, invited its readers 
who were soldiers to understand that : ‘ The way to victory lies, not through voting, 
but through mass struggle. What is needed is a lepetition of the general strike. ' The 
issue of May, 1932, contamed this passage : * Let us use the knowledge of arms which 
they give us, when the opportunity presents itself, to overthrow their rule, and, in 
unity with our fellow- workers, to establish a free Socialist Britain ' In November, 
1932, the same production said : ‘We suggest that you, comrade reader, should make 
a beginning now in your unit Get in touch with that othei fellow in your lot- who 
thinks like you. And then start m to convert the rest of your mates to your ideas 
If you don't quite know how to begin, what about writing for advice to that Com- 
munist or member of the Unemployed Movement you used to know at home ? ' These 
are incitements addressed to and intended for members of His Majesty's Forces. 
The Bed Signal, the organ of Communist Sailors, in October, 1932, said : 

‘ They will put a gun in your hands Take it and study the ait of war. This 
knowledge is essential for workeis m order to fight against the capitalists 
of their own countries, in order to put an end to capitalism.' 

In May, 1933, it said : 

* It war does come, then it must be turned mto a cml war against the capitalist 
warmongers and their bankrupt system. We urge our comrades of the 
lower deck to get into touch with this great movement wherever 
possible.' " 

Sir, I ask the Honourable the Home Member whether he has seen, 
anything approaching this even within a hundred miles in this country. 
Has he seen such pamphlets being distributed in the Army anywhere in 
this country ^ Has he seen people taking any interest of this wicked 
and malicious sort ? The Attorney General says in another place : 

“ The elieet of the two or three prosecutions which have taken place in the last 
year or so has been to dnve the chief oftendeis underground. A somewhat sly and 
almost skulking breed of inciter has come into existence. They are too shy or tocr 
cowardly to put their names and addresses to the literature which thev are in the 
habit of producing. " 

The Attorney General again quotes from another paper : 

They say in the Soldier Voice of May, 1932 : 

‘ Leaflets were printed in English, French and Japanese and careful plans 
were laid for their distributions. They were strewn on parade grounds 
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stuck on walls and lences, put in the dance halls and cabarets frequented 
by men of the Eorces, and many soldiers and sailors alike were surprised 
to hnd leaflets in their pockets or thrust into their hands * 

As I say, they are published anonymousl}’' by people who preiei to empio}’ com- 
paratively harmless and ill-paid persons to distribute them The peisoin lesponsiblc 
for them have taken very good care to keep well in the background since the prosecu- 
tions of two or three years ago, when some of the oft'enders were properly dealt with 
under the existing law 

He says further : 

‘ * Some one may ask : How much of it is there ? During the year 19S2, there 
w’^ere 17 ditteient subversive pamphlets. I do not mean 17 issnes, but 17 different 
pamphlets of different titles — The Soldier Voice is the one and the Hed Signal 
another — containing such incitements as I have mentioned j and in that year ther< 
were 20 places of distribution. In 1933 there were 11 different subversive pamphleflH 
and 14 places of distribution. The pamphlets are distributed among members of 
His Majesty Forces by methods such as I have described They are thrown over 
the barrack railings, or pushed into the hands of soldiers or sailors in places of 
refreshment or in music halls ; and it is estimated that in each of the last two years 
something like 50,000 copies of these subversive pamphlets have been piodiiced and 
attempted to be distributed for circulation among members of His VIa,iesty^s 
Forces. ^ ' 

Sir, I have no desire fo tax the patience of the Honourable the Home 
Member or those sitting opposite. I am not reading these passa<ies 
because I approve of them or because I approve of the methods. What 
I want to impress on this House is this, that there is much more vitriolic, 
poisonous and combustible matter in circulation in England than here. 
Yet do the English people ever think of putting restraints like these 
on their Press f Has it ever occurred to them that they should do any- 
thing of this sort ? The other day I was surprised to hear from Mr. 

. Griffiths that there is no difference betw^een the censorship of the cinema 
and the control of the Press So far as my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Morgan is concvcrned. if he had said so, it did not very much matter, 
but wdien a gentleman in the position of a District Magistrate, one belong- 
ing to the Indian Civil Service, "who has to try and dispose of eases 
of this sort shows such a confusion of thought, that is a conclusive argu- 
ment as to why the executive should not be vested with these powers. 
(Hear, hear ) Does he not know, Sir, that the cinema is regulated and 
controll-ed all over the world ? Does he not know that in England, in 
Prance, in Canada, in Australia, in the United States and everyvdiere 
the cinema is subject to censorship f Does he not know along with it 
that it will be against the Habeas Corpus Act, it will be against the Bill 
of Rights, it would be against the Magna Charta, if any Bill of this 
nature were introduced in the British House of Commons or the 
Hou>se of Lords for restraining the liberty of the Press f Does he not 
know that it is against the fundamentals of the American constitution, 
and the House of Representatives or the Senate cannot pass any law that 
would interfere with tlie liberty of expression or freedom of association. 
(Hear, hear.) Does he not know that the Free State constitution contains 
laws of that type Does he not know that even in the Canadian consti- 
lution, you have law’^s of this nature ^ Does he not know that these are 
funclamental rights to w’hich greater value is attached than to anything 
else Does he not know that in the case of the cinema the criterion 
is simple— if the thing is obs<Tne and vulgar, one can aloiice notice it f 
If there is an objective .standard of measurement and scrutiny, it is easy 



THE CRIMINAL' LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 


803 


for ])eople to arrive at rig*lit eoneiiLsions, I admit, tliai so fur as India is 
concerned, even the regulation of the cinema is governed by political 
eonsideratiors We Icnow iliat here even llie cinema is used or abused 
for poluieal propag^mda au'l as an aid towards the perxietiiation of 
foieign rule The cinema contauiing the pictures of the Bombay 
Congress was actually proscribed I I ask the Honourable the Home 
Member, I ask those sitting on that side under which law, whether 
local or international, it is permissible. What was obscene, demoralising 
or vulgar in the pictures of the Bombay Congress ^ Can anybody justify 
it j Is that not proof positive of the fact that the executive at least in 
this land as it is constituted today does not deserve any exceptional 
powders ? 

Sir, I am aware even at this very moment of how the executive are 
behuvmg against 1he rules that they have themselves framed although 
they find a solemn jilaee in their own manuals of Government orders 
In my province, the elections for the district and municipal boards are 
in progress and the Congress has set up candidate... There is a rule in 
the manual of Government orders that no Govermiieni servant should 
take any interest m the eletdions so much so that none should even iiicli- 
cate his preference foi* any particular candidate In flagrant eonlravcn- 
tion of this rule there is a regular conspiracy and crusade on tlie part 
of officials all over the iirovince to shut out Congressmen and to put up 
and extend support to liyal candidates I knovr; Sir, even toclav efforhs 
are being made to organi^’e all the reactionary forces in almost all the 
provinces and certainly in mine and to recruit to the bureaueratie army 
the lame, the blind, the halting and the crixiple, wdiose docility and 
subservience is not open to any doubt Sir that is wffiat is going on 

under our very eyes today , and yet we are asked by the self same 

executive to have implicit confidence in them, so much .so, as to surrender 
all our liberties to them. 

Sir, let us look at the other pamphlet noM\ It contains the statements 
that were given in reply to Seth Govind Das' question We find from 
thifc. that security w^as forfeited in 17 eases, and Mr. Griffiths laid great 
stress on this Well, Sir, wffiat does it prove ? Out of 4,600 publications 
security was forfeited in 17 eases May I know^ what is the proportion ? 
I tliink it comes to about 1.7 for 500 or about 1 for 300. Nowl Sir, is 

there any profession anvwhere in the wmrld, is there any community, is 

there any class how^ever noble and faultless it may be in which" the 
nujnber of defaulters and delinquents does not come at least to that 
limit ? Look at the Honourable Members opposite ,* let them recall to 
their minds the Back Bay muddle of Bombay, the Lloyd Barrage scandal 
of Bombay, the Munitions Board scandal, the Mesopotamia muddle, and the 
like Is it not a fact that even amongst the holiest of the holy there 
are people wdio hav^e been found to be guilty, in a much higher propor- 
tion, of offences much more reprehensible ^ Then, Sir, why should not 
there be a law requiring every member of the Indian Civil Service to 
deposit a security of Rs 10,000 for good behaviour and honesty 
have just before us the Benda incident which happened but recently and 
wai know' other eases in wdiieh the soldiers of the army have been held to be 
guilty of violent offences of a very serious type, and their proportion i>s 
much liig'her again than that of the newsx^apers whose securities have been 
forfeited Why should not there be a law’ then requiring every soldier 
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wlio is imported into this country to give a security of his pay at least lor 
a year so that he may be kept m good behaviour ? Sir, I think it is 
implicit m the terms of the engagement of the Indian Civil Service and 
other imperial Services that they will be faithful to the interests of this 
country. Yet many of us do not believe that all of them always behave 
accordingly. Then, Sir, if difference of views does not matter, why noi 
appoint a Standing Commission consisting, for the matter of that, of Sir 
Zafruliah Khan, Kunwar Jagdish Prasad and Sir Nripendra Sircar, who 
will impose a fine or forfeit the security of those members of the Indian 
Civil Service who, m their opinion, are definitely proved to have been 
unfaithful to the interests of this country ^ Just as members of the 
Indian Civil Service and other services are free to determine whether 
their critics have or have not excited disaffection or hatred towards them 
and will sit in judgment on us, why should not they trust their own 
colleagues of tried loyalty in the services and in Government to decide 
matlers pertaining to them in relation to their loyalty to this comiiiy f 
Are they prepared to do that If they agree I will be prepared to re- 
consider my position. But even the suggestion is giving offence to the 
Honourable the Home Member He is tolerating it because he is in IhLs 
House ; otherwise, the idea that three Indians, brown in colour and 
belonging to those races about which a very apt description was given 
by another fellow European, Mussolini, it is intolerable to him that wo 
should ever think of these people sitting in judgment over him Then, 
Sir, what can they expect from us ^ After all, are we not human beings ? 
Have w^e no sentiments ! Sir, the Honourable the Home Member told 
us the other day that all murders were alike. I do not know. Sir, but 
does he exercise the power of reprieve ! Does he grant pardon in some 
cases ? If he does does he make any distinction between one class of mur- 
der and another ^ Otherwise how are these petitions of mercy disposed of ? 
And does he after all see no distinction between Kharag Bahadur mur’der- 
ing a rake with a view to protect the honour of a family and a rake 
murdering another person with a view to ravish his wife ? Would both 
stand on the same footing ? So far as my attitude towards terrorism is 
concerned, I do not w^ant to make any declaration of faith, specially after 
the vulgar manner in w'hich the statement, of Mr. Asaf Ali was received 
by some of the Members opposite. I belong to the Congress : I have 
signed its creed, and those ‘who do not believe my word receive fi'orn me 
nothing hut contempt and I do not worry about what they think of me 
Bat I should stress that there should be a sense of proportion, there should 
be a sense of proper perspective*, which should never be lost. After all. 
even in the eye of the law, are all culprits alike ? Is there the same pro- 
cedure for the trial of Europeans and Americans as for the trial of 
Indians f Have we all forgotten the scandals that occurred about the 
rupliirc of spleen eases in the old days till the electric fan came to oar 
rescue ^ And I remember a typical case, a case which, whenever I think 
of it, causes me immense mortification. Sir, in 1924 there was a ease of 
rape in Tundla Some xVnglo-Indian lads belonging to the Railway 
Department ravished some Indian girls. They were convicted and seii- 
teneed to whipping. Sir Henry Gidnev, who^ is unfortunately not here 
today, then made a representation to Government, and to what purpose 
and with what end ? Not with a view to obtain their release, but his 
representation was to the effect that these meanest and most wretched 
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mibcr<?anls should not be whipped by the Indian who normally perfomied 
that duty but by a non-Indian. {Cries of '' Shame ’’ from the Congress 
Party Benches ) And what happened That representation was accepted 
and a<jceptcd by whom By one who had been the Lord Chief Justice and 
Lord Chancellor of England, the Viscount of Reading who was the then 
Viceroy of India. {Cries of '' Shame '' from the Congress Party Benches ,, 
Sir, with this attitude of the head of the executive towards these maiTers. 
to dangle before us these things and to tell us that there is no dangei* ot 
discrimination, that there is nothing but unadulterated justice to b(‘ 
the guide of their conduct, is to tell us something which our experience 
belies and which ve know is not true Now, Sir, with these experiences, 
when even a man of that position, with that training, with that knovi^^dgc 
of law and justice can beiiave like that, how can you ask us to surrender 
our liberties and our cherished and valued rights to the minions of law 
wlio do not iviiow' law and wdio indulge and revel in lawlessness Sir, 
how can that be done by us or with our consent How can wq volun- 
tarily coininit suicide ^ 

I have given you 17 as the number of eases m w’hich securities have 
been forfeited. Along with that I wall give you the other side of the 
pictore Even in this year, according to these figures, security was 
demaiided from 71 ; and out of these only 15 could find security anrl 56 
papers had to go out of publication. Similarly we find that 448 other 
pa])ers went out of publication What do w^e infer from this I Tlial 
this is a most repressive and oppressive law And how ? Even accord- 
ing to the executive judgment, of those who had been running the presses, 
only 17 w’ere found to be guilty : but there were more than 500 who were 
throttled, practically strangled at the outset and were not even aOowTd 
a trial That is the greatest mischief of the repressive law. It falls 
more heavily on the innocent than on the guilty. There is no doubt that 
most, if not every one, of these 500 would have been helpful to thenis^^lves 
and to others had the road not been blocked against them at the very 
beginning. The other day, the Honourable Member from Midnapore told 
us that the methods of the Government were humane and that they 
wfcinled to protect the young men from the snare and the net of terrorism. 
Is this the way to achieve that end ? Just see You have deprived 500 
men who were going to adopt an independent vocation for earning their 
livelihood of what was perfectly legitimate If these 500 persons had 
been allowed to work, there would have been wmrk for at least five more 
in each press and you would have encouraged the employment of at least 
3,000 men if these presses had not been proscribed and if security had not 
been demanded I remember what I read some days ago and again some- 
thing over AYhich my heart wept. There were seven vacancies in the 
cadre of constables in Patna and there were 2,000 applicants : and hoiv 
were they treated ? There was such a scramble that the crowd of appii- 
canis were subjected to a laihi charge. That is the state of unemploy- 
ment in this country. Seven posts of constables draw 2,000 applica- 
tions, and instead of giving them bread you give them stone and some- 
thing worse than that — lathis. On the other hand people try to find 
out careers for themselves and where 2,000 men would have been 
engaged and would have been in a position to earn their living for 
themselves, you stand in their way and these 2,000 are thrown on the 
streets and on the lanes and on the by-lanes. Is it a surprise that some 
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of tiit'jii slioulcl take to melliods that are desperate, howsoever h-uiuliil 
howsoever injurious they may be to the larger interests of the country \ 
I am one of those who feel that methods of violence should not be en- 
couraged directly or indirectly, not because I have any tenderness for 
this Government, which if I could I would break to pieces this momeni 
but because I feel that in the interests of my country, situated as we 
are, if the cult of violence spreads, we will be nowhere, and there will 
be no end to it and things will go on from bad to worse and from worse 
to worst Therefore I would not be a party to anything that en- 
courages such a thing directly or indirectly. But the etiology of the 
disease should be dispassionately studied in a detached spirit and if 
you want to root it out effectively. 


Ihe Honourable Mr. Griffiths told us that he was anxious to help 
the youth of the country. I do not at all doubt the sincerity of his 
declaration , he also told us that his methods and the methods of this 
Government were humane I was reminded of what I read the othe- 
day, that an internee had been sentenced to five years’ rigorous Im- 
prisonment_ for having written an innocent letter which contained 
no ing objectionable, but because he had not obtained permission of 
tlie jailor for writing it. These methods are humane par excellence • 
but we on our part are unable to appreciate their humaneness. Has it 

n his country ? He must be knowing what Bacon said about the cure 

M 'it and the'^matte^c lies in taking the matter out 

contentment T i u of much poverty and too much of dis- 

eontentment . I think he knows that. Has it ever occurred to 

role M tL^i^iee hi °f "^ed to him as to what had been ‘the 
role of the service to which he belongs ? Does he not know that more 

than 40 years ago a resolution was passed in the House of Commons in 
favour of simultaneous examinations for the Indian Civil 'Nervine ; 

Lonm in. S i -T ill the superior Civil Senuees 

the Indmn w nof ’ the King’s Commis^m.s 

the Indian is not one in five or one in six 9 Does he not know that i-F 

foreign recruitment were stopped even today, many of thosTwho^ find 

blind alley facing them wherever they go will take heart avain on^' 

L' rsxs' “1 n?'"*’' 

and 

recruitment to all the services in this countoy 


Griffith,- tliTtoundirth: fMher“orsU%er-“‘^%h“^%"^ Mr. Artimr 
tlie Piun Fein Republic the leader of president of 

pining Str.« to out tL Iril n’l" *■'"* *» 

Brifflth oucooeded i„ d.iuu j h„;o*M 
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lesson from the name which has much to inspire and will do something 
to help the lot of the people in this country in reality ,* and for that 
will ever be grateful and thankful to him. 

Sir, Mr. Griffiths told us that it w’as but logical that when an 
association is declared unlawful, then its funds must 
be forfeited. Well, Sir, I was reminded of the logic 
of some of those pastimes with which Nero used to beguile himself m 
olden times There weie people knowm as gladiators in those days. 
Sometimes Nero used to apply a fixed number of lashes to the gladiators. 
If he died, the logical end was to throw him to the wolves ; if he did not 
die but blood came out of his nose, it was to set the wolves on him, but 
if neither of these two things happened but only his skin was split, then 
the logical treatment accorded to him was to strip off the skin with the 
knife, and Mr. Griffiths wants to see things to their logical perfection. 
But has it not occurred to him that even an unlawful association may 
have lawful activities ? Has it not occurred to him that there were and 
are Congress institutions like the hospital at the Swaraj Bhawan in 
Allahabad and the Prem Maha Vidyalaya in Muttra and Brindaban and 
various other useful institutions which did no more than humanitarian 
and constructive service ? So, it is not inconceivable that even unlawful 
associations may have activities which are beneficial to all classes ai’^i 
devoid of political taint. 

Sir, I have taken much longer time, than I had intended and I sliall 
now make only a few remarlvs as to the provisions of this Bill. As Sir 
Lawrence Jenkins s^id, human ingenuity has never hit upon anything 
more comprehensive than this, and he said that, Sir, about the Bill of 
1910, and not about this Bill, wdiich is much more wide and much more 
comprehensive in scope than the Bill of 1910 This is wffiat Sir 
Lawrence Jenkins said about that Bill : 

‘ * Th© provisions ot section 4 are very comprehensive, and its language is as wide 
as human ingenuity could make it. Indeed, it appears to me to embrace the whole 
range of varying degrees of assurance from certainty on one side to the very limits 
of impossibility on the othei. It is diihcult to see to what lengths the operation of 
the section might not be plausibly extended by an ingenious mind They would 
certainly extend to writings that may even command approval. An attack on that 
degiaded section of the public which lives on the misery and shame of others would 
come within their ■widespread net The praise of a class might not be free from risks. 
Much that is regarded as standard literature might undoubtedly be caught.’’ 

Sir, the other day Mr. Morgan told us that w’-e were irresponsible 
and lacking in a sense of responsibility, because we do not always see 
eye to eye wnth the Government. May I remind him, and may I also 
remind the Honourable Members belonging to the celestial service, as to 
what attitude they and the press they patronise adopted tow’ards Lord 
Ripon’s Government, when Sir Courtney Ilbert\s Bill was on the 
aii^il V May I know what was their attitude when Sir Bamfyde 
Fuller submitted his resignation and when it was accepted by Lords 
Morley and Minto ? May I ask them what was their attitude when Mr. 
Montagu censored General Dyer for what he had done in Jallianwalla 
Bagh ? May I ask them what was their attitude even when Lord Irwin, 
was conducting negotiations with Mahatma Gandhi which culminated in 
what is known as the Gandhi-Irwin Pact ? But, Sir, we are small men. 
I will not depend on myself, but I shall read out for the benefit of 
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Members opposite the opinion of one who has been for seven or eight 
years the foremost man m the British Cabinet either singly or jointly 
or in the alternative, with Mr. Baldwin, I mean the Eight Honourable 
Hfimsay Macdonald. This is what he said : 

The Eii^lish-owued papers la varying degrees of aggressiieness are pro-Euglisb 
in the sense that they maintain the British ascendancy with nil its privileges and are 
Vigilantly anti-iSIationaiist. ” 

Mr. F E. James (Madras ; European) : What is the date f 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : Of course, before he became the 
Premier of England Has wisdom dawned on Europeans since ? Then 
I congratulate my friend and I hope he will support us . 

“ They attack the administration with candour when it seems to be yielding to 
2sationalistic claims, and carry on an anii-Indian propaganda which causes much offence 
and which frequently, in the ease of some papers, oversteps the bounds of public 
policy. In a land subject to severe press law, these papers ought to have been dealt 
with for their tone and temper have undoubtedly added to that feeling of resentment 
which has been played upon by the agents of disorder and political crime Their 
criticism too often takes the form of insults, and Indian papeis pursuing the same 
leeklessly mischievous course would undoubtedly have had the law applied to them 

Sir, we are said to be irresponsible men. I will again vent are to 
bring to the notice of responsible Members opposite, whether official or 
nomofficial, the unambiguous opinion of the same great man wffio was 
Prime Minister for a series of years and is now holding a position 
second only lo that of Mr. Baldwin about tbe Press Law and Criminal 
Law Amendment Act : 

“ Here lies the fault of the Indian Government. Its Press Act of 1910 and its 
Criminal Law (Amendment) Acts of 1919 are contrary to freedom of peoples and 
responsibility of Governments, and ought to appear on the Htatute-books of no 
country. 

In the first place a power of lepression habitually enjoyed tends to develop a 
habit of mind in the Government which regards all effectively troublesome criticism 
as sedition, and it allows a Government which is always partly responsible itself for 
seditious conspiracy to avoid its own share of the blame and impose the whole upon 
the shoulders of its opponents.. The poi^er and policy of repiession do not make 
ioi tranquillity, but for repression and nothing more .Every foolish Government 
would like to be able to exercise absolute authority when, in its own opinion, it thinks 
it ought to do so, but no people wnth any regard for liberty will give its Government 
such ^power.’ ^ — I wish to hring the last few words to the notice of the non-offiotal 
Members of this House, — ^ ‘ but no people with any regard for liberty will give its 
Government such power Governments should be compelled to meet the growth 

of sedition by political wisdom and not allowed to burden other people with their 
mistakes, as the Indian Government does when it seeks to maintain order by its Press 
Laws and Eowlatt Aets.’^ 

I will now read just two or three sentences from a speech delivered 
by Mr. Sheridan in tbe House of Commons as to the potency of 1he 
Press. He said : 

Give me but the liberty of the Press, and I will give to the Minister a Venal 
House of Peers. I will give Mm a corrupt and servile House of Commons, I will give 
him the full awing of the patronage of office. I will give him the whole host of min- 
isterial influence, I will give Mm all the power that place can confer upon Mm, to 
purchase up submission and overawe resistance ; and yet, armed with the liberty of 
the Press, I will go forth to meet Mm undismayed — T will attack the mighty fabri<', 
he has raised with that mightier engine I will shake down from its height corruption, 
and bury it beneath the rums of the abuse it was meant to shelter.^' 
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Sir, one word more and I have done. These are the last two 
sentences from the Chapter on the Press from Mr. Ramsay Macdonald’s 
hook. 

“ The last chapter in the history of bureaucracies is repression. They pass away 
like an old monarch driven from his throne, hurling accusations of sedition against 
his approaching successor’^ (Applause.) 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 

MEMBER SWORN. 

Maulvi Badrul Hasan, M.L.A (Tirhut Division : Muhammadan). 

THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BJLh—conUL 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Member for Com- 
merce and Railways) : Sir, since the commencement of the discussion of 
this motion, the House has experienced a good deal of eloquence which 
has been expended in trying to establish that the measure with regard to 
the consideration of which the House is discussing this motion is so 
repressive, is so restrictive of the liberty of the subject, is so abhorrent 
to all notions of a liberal, representative and a civilised government tliat 
the House should throw this measure out at this stage Sir, there was 
one sentiment expressed by the Honourable Member who spoke im- 
mediately before me with which I find myself in entire agreement and 
that sentiment was that he was afraid that on occasions there was a 
danger of a sense of proportion being disregarded My object in in- 
tervening at this stage of the debate is to attempt, if possible, to bring 
the House back to a consideration of the merits of the measure itself 
divorced as far as possible fi-oni questions of sentiment and of passion. 
One is aware that one cannot rule sentiment and passion out of one’s 
life altogether. They have their place but even there a sense of pro- 
portion would be extreme^ useful in keeping these matters within thoir 
due bounds Sir, when I listened to the eloquent and impassioned 
speeches made by Honourable Members opposite in condemnation of this 
measure, I must confess that I was occasionally bewildered, as I could 
not discover the springs of that eloquence. During the course of the 
debate, however, there were two or three very illuminating flashes which 
did reveal some at least of the sources of all this flood of eloquence. For 
instance, one Honourable Member, I believe it was the Honourable 
Member who exhibits a limitless curiosity with regard to the actions and 
the intentions and the proposals and the designs of Government 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
They are so mysterious ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muheinmad Zafrullah Khan • Possibly to you. 
He for once exhibited an amount of curiosity which let one into the 
secret of a great deal of what has been said on the other side and the 
curiosity was this Tlie Honourable Member anxiously wanted to dis- 
L200LAr) D 
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cover from the Honourable the Home Member as to whether the Ministers 
of the Madras Government had or had not supported this proposed Bill. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the answer ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : As I have 
already said, the question was addressed to the Honourable the Home 
Member but whatever the answer to that question may be it certainly did 
supply — I might inform the Honourable Member that I do not know 
what the answer is — a clue to all the anxiety and to all the sentiment 
under which certain sections of the House opposite worked. Then, Sir, 
there was another illuminating flash and this time it was the Honourable 
Member against whom I had the honour to appear in the Delhi Cons- 
^piracy Case who said : how dare any elected Member vote in support 
of this Bill because elected Honourable Members dare vote in support of 
it only at the price of their seats 'h And then at a subsequent stage of 
his speech he informed the House that when that Honourable Member 
and his colleagues have walked across the floor of this House and are 
occupying the Benches now occupied by Honourable Members not one 
of whose actions can be attributed to any but a dishonest motive, those 
Honourable Members would then be able to dispense, not only with this 
[particular measure in case it is placed on the Statute-book in spite of 
their vehement and concerted opposition, hut also with all similar kinds 
of laws and enactments. That, Sir, revealed a very touching and 
pathetic degree of pessimism on the part of my Honourable friend and 
a great and immeasurable gulf of which he appeared to be conscious 
between his desire to walk over to this side of the House and occupy 
these seats and hie estimate of any chance of his being able to do so, for 
it is perfectly obvious that no responsible Member would with regard to 
the future have made a declaration of that kind if he had the slightest 
hope that on some occasion or the other he may be called upon to give 
effect to that declaration Before I go on to draw the attention of the 
House to the general features of this Bill, to wliieh the Honourable the 
Home Member did draw the attention of the House in his opening 
speech but some of which have become rather obscure during the course 
of the debate 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : They were obscure at the beginning. 

The Honou’'able Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I may be permitted 
to deal with some — ^it would be impossible, within the limits of the time 
available, in spite of there being no time-limit, admissible to Honourable 
Members for their speeches, to deal with all of them — I said T might be 
jiermitted to go on and deal with some of the general objections raised on 
the other side to the enactment of this measure One Honourable Mein- 
ber’s objection was — at any rate that was tlie only one that I was able to 
diseo’rer, as his speech proceeded, more particularly when it drew towards 
its close — his objection was that he did not object so much — ^Iie did object 
to the terms of the measure— but he did not object so much to them as to 
the j)roposal to enact this measure j^eniwnently as a separate measime hj 
itself. 1 believe it was the Honourable Member who told us stones about 
kings and jackals. But he will, I am sure, forgive me if I was entirely 
unable to follow that line of argument. He said : why don't you amend 
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the Pena] Code ? Why don’t you amend the Criminal Procedure Code ? 
Why do you bring this bunch of provisions in a separate Bill by itself ? ’’ 
Welly 1 do not know whether it would be any greater satisfaction to fhe 
Honourable Member to see these provisions incorporated into the Indian 
Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code rather than being enacted 
sej^arately 

Mr. A. K. Fujzlul Huq (Bakarganj cum Paridpur : Muhammadan 
Eural) : Sir, I have not been correctly quoted 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Sir, at this stage 
I can bill rely upon my recollection, and I do assure the House that, if I 
have not correctly quoted the Honourable Member’s criticism of this part 
of the Bill, it is because I could not correctly follow him ; but, so far as 
I was able to follow him — and I venture to thinli the record of his speech, 
especially the last portion of it would bear me out — ^that was the criticism 
that he advanced If he now withdraws that criticism, I need not pursue 
it any further, except only to say this, that there are certain pro\isions 
in this measure which are, though of a permanent character, pro i) used to 
be left m a state of suspended animation till they are called to life by 
Local Goi'ernments, having regard to the needs of any situations that 
might develop. That is one out of several reasons why it has been con- 
sidered necessary that, although this measure proposes to make certain 
changes in the permanent criminal law of the country, they are not pro- 
posed to be incorporated m llie permanent codes. Another reason of 
course is that if, at any time, a situation arose when the then Governnient — 
■whether it is constituted by Honourable Members opposite or by any oilier 
party or combination of parties — came to the coiieliision that the eirciim- 
stances justified such a course, they might be able to repeal this Act as 
an Act by itself, without having to seek for its provisions in the various 
parts of die Indian Penal Code or the Criminal Procedure Code. 

An Honourable Member : How very clever 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : Sir, may I for a 
moment revert to the Honourable gentleman who has just paid me the 
compliment of telling me that I am proving very clever m advancing this 
reason. He made an appeal to me m the course of his speech with regard 
to eerrain experiences gained by me and a certain insight obtained by me 
into the methods of terrorists and certain other matters connected there- 
with m the course of the ease in w’'hich w^e were engaged on opposite sides. 
He said that the experience gained by me in the course of that case would 
confirm his assertion that terrorists were not wont to carry on dieir acti- 
vities, apart from their final manifestations — ^in offices which were labelled 
as such, — but that they worked in secret places. Sir, to that extent I am 
happy to be able to confirm the view of the Honourable Membei% But 
there %vere certain other experiences and insights that I also gained in the 
course or the prosecution of that ease One of the pieces of information 
that I obtained, during the course of that case which v/as being tried during 
1931-32 was that, m that one single case, the police were able to capture 
and to produce in Court as an exhibit a quantity of explosives that would 
have brmi sufficient to manufacture 860,000 bombs ! But apart from ibis 
terridying knowledge that I obtained in the course of that case, there was 
another experience gained in the course of that case which has stood me 
in good stead in the course of this debate, and that experience was this. 
When my Honourable friend opposed me in that case — a very able and 

liSOOLAD ** d2 
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astute lawyer as he is — in the course of that case also, as he has done m 
the course of this debate, he was sometimes in the habit of expressing liim- 
seif with great indignation and with a great exhibition of conteinpt for 
the position of the other side ; and at first I confess that on one or two 
occasions that attitude rather frightened me ; and, being in charge of the 
case on behalf of the Crown, I w^as afraid during those early exhibitions 
of hidignation and contempt by my Honourable friend, that I had, pro- 
bably, committed some unpardonable wrong which had been the cause of 
all this jiidignation But, as our association proceeded, in the coiirse of 
that experience forced me to the conclusion that, the more indignant 
my learned friend was and the more contemptuous he ’was towards ihe 
opposite side, the less conviction he had in his own mind that he liad a 
good poiui to make 

Mr, M. Asaf Ali (Delhi • General) : That was a law Court. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : My Honourable 
friend says that that was a law Court. Sir, habits have a way of sticking 
on, once they have been formed (Laughter) . and, therefore, I ratlicr drew 
comfort from the speech that my Honourable friend made condemning 
this Bill ihe other day, because, as his speech proceeded, the greater was 
his indignation, and the greater was his contempt for the opposite side, 
the less and less grew my fear that we were doing something which was 
so repressive as to negative all the canons of civilized government. 

Mr M. Asaf Ali : Habits stick on, don’t they ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : If 1 may refer to 
some of the genera] criticisms of the Bill, one of the criticisms advanced 
has been ibat when the Criminal La.w Amendment Act, 1932, was intro- 
duced into this House by the then Home Member, he based the necessity 
for a measure of this kind entirely upon the existence of the Civil Dis- 
obedience l^lo'^pinent, that somehow or other the present Home Memiier 
and tile (Jo^ernment of India are gndty of some kind of a Machiavellian 
design in trying to support the necessity of a measure like this on the 
ground ef the triple threat to which the Honoimable the Home Memlier 
made reference in his opening speech, namely, Communism, terrorism and 
eommunalism. As a matter of fact, one Honourable Member challenged 
the Home Member to show anything which was said on that occasion 
which would v arrant the rmggesticn that even then this triple threat was 
in tilt* mind of the then Home Member and that the Bill which subsequently 
became an Act was designed to meet lliat kind of threat. Now, in ihe first 
place, 1 would beg leave to observe tliat if during the course of the last 
thr#»e years Government have found that fresh threats have arisen and 
that a measure of this kind is useful for meeting those threats and 1hat, 
therefore, it is necessary to enact it in a permanent form, it is no valid 
criticism of the provisions of the Bill to say that Government was not then 
conscious o£ the dangers to which a reference has now been made. But, 
apart from that, if it were necessary for the satisfaction of consciences of 
Honourable Members opposite to be assured that even on that occasion 
this triple threa^t was in existence and that it was contemplated that the 
measure ivould be helpful and useful m meeting that threat, I am able 
to assure them tliat that was so. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : Was the Bill introduced on that 
account ! 
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The Honourable Sir Mnlianimad Zafrnllah Kban : In the speech 
which the Honourable the then Home Member delivered in maldng the 
motion for reference of the Bill to a Select Committee, this is what lie said. 
The speech was made on the 21st September, 1932 : 

“We have had in India a triple threat to peaeetui progress, — Civil Disobedience, 
Gominunism and terrorism ; and though the mam provisions of this Bill aic directed 
against the hrst of these, I hope the House will not forget that the piovisions relat 
mg to the Press will exercise a stiong eonti oiling influence over the movements of 
Communism and terrorism Discontented elements will always tend to coalesce. 
Though on the surface these three are very different movements, behind the scenes 
there are certain contacts. Terrorism, thieatens Government by open force The other 
two, Civil Disobedience and Communism, are more subtle in their methods, but 
possibly even more disastious in their results, for their object is to destioy the whole 
basis of lespect for authority and the traditional institutions on which society is 
founded. Thomas Carlyle, the historian of the French Eevolution, spoke of our 
whole being as an infinite abyss over-arched by habit. That image seems to me to 
be vividly true in the conditions of India, where a crust has been formed — and at 
times we seem to see in a fiash how thin that crust is — a crust has been formed over 
a groat abyss by the labonis of many generations which have found expiession in the 
instinctive beliefs and habits of the people. Let ns beware, Sii, lest the ciust give 
way and we find ourselves precipitated into the abyss. 

To this has been added the danger that arises from acute communal 
friction , One Honourable Member was pleased to remark that com- 
munalism had at no stage been at so low an ebb as it was today. All that 
I can say is that my own experience unfortunately shows that tliai staie- 
menl is not justified I need not go further into the matter at tliis stage. 
One argument was put forw^ard and it was repeated several times and 
Ftaiisiics were quoted in support of it, that the Act had net been elfeeuve 
in stamping out the dangers which it was designed to meet and lliai con- 
sequently it ought to be allowed to lapse He came to a certain stage when 
i was expecting that the logical conclusion of tlie argument, wliicli wms 
being developed by the Honourable Member, who put forward this con- 
tention, wmuld be that lie would ask for the repeal of the -wiiole of the 
Penal Code. I was disappointed that he did not go on to press Ihrft logical 
conci usion 

Mr. Bhulabhai J Desai (Bombay Northern Division : Non- Muham- 
madan Eiiral) : How is it a logical conclusion ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : We were told by 
That ]ja‘»iicular Honourable Member that out of — I did not note the figures 
and, tlierefore, I can only give them roughly — 62,800 murders (*o>nmitted 
in this country in a particular year, convictions had been obtained only 
in 17.000 odd cases I w^as rather afraid that an argument might be put 
forward that that being so and the death penalty provided in the Penal 
Code for murder and the procedure for the trial of criminal cases pro- 
irided for in the Criminal Procedure Code and the rules of evidence laid 
down) in the Evidence Act not having proved equal to the situation wliieh 
was creaicd by this large number of murders and because of such a large 
number of cases having ended in acquittal, all these three Codes sl.ould 
be repealed as having failed in their object But, Sir, that argument was 
not developed and it is a novel argument to me that if you enact a measure 
to meet a particular situation and if that situation is not completisy met 
by 1hat measure wdthin the space of three years, it is undeniably established 
that there is no justification for continuing that measure. The applica- 
tion of such a principle to the great body of law that governs all civilised 
societies would leave us with very little law indeed. 
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Sir, may I go on to stress certain features of tliis Bill v^niclx I 
nave said liave been in danger of becoming rather obscure during the 
course of the debate. Government have been charged with a hunger for 
executive power, executive power which they would then misuse du' the 
puriiuse of repression and oppression and all the other ‘ tioiiB ’ lo^ which 
reference has been made. Now, Sir, does an examination of the Bill now 
put for’ivaici reveal a mentality of that description I As has been sire.^sed 
by Monourable Members opposite and as also appears from the quota non 
that I made only a few minutes ago from the speech of the tiien lloine 
Member, the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1932, altiiough designed 
to meet all these dangers, 'was directed principally against the Civil Dis- 
obeilienee Movement which was then rife in the country. We have been 
assured by Honourable Members from the Opposite Benches that ilie Civil 
Disobedience Movement, though not ended — and they have been at pains 
to make ii clear that i,l can never end or die — is for the moment, if 1 might 
again use the expression — ^in a State of suspended animation. Now, Sir, 
wind were the provisions in that Act which were designed principally, 
almost entirely, to meet the dangers which the Civil Disobedience Mise- 
nient threatened to create in the country ? Those were sections 2. 3, 
4, 6, 7 and 8. | 

An Honourable Member: Unlawful associations. J 

The Hcnorrable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The proviilous 
' 3 pm regard to unlawful associations \vere only Com- 

plementary to the provisions contained in the Act 
1908. The substantive provisions that were then brought into force for 
’the first time to meet the Civil Disobedience Movement were, as I hav6 
submitted, sections 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 8 Out of these sections, this Govern- 
ment thirsting for unlimited executive power which they vrant to use for 
the purpose of oppression propose to repeal sections 2, 3, 4, 6 and 8. 

An Honourable Member : Eye-wash. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It was not the 
view of Ilonoursble Members when this Act was passed that these pro- 
visions were merely an eye-wash, 

Mr S. Satyamurti : They are all ugly. 

C The HonourabJe Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : . .and were so 
harmless that the Government thirsting for executive power miglit throw 
them away wuthout suffering any diminution in their power. Now, it is 
proposed to repeal those sections Does that show that the Government 
is acting with the kind of motives that have been .ascribed to it ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : les 

? The Honoimable Sir Muhammad ZafriiUah Khan : Or that it want-s 
t6 accumulate into its hands as much power as possible and then to hold 
dn to that power once it has obtained it. Here is an instance where 
power which has been obtained is voluntarily sought to be discarded 
because the circumstances which it was designed to meet have for the 
moment at least disappeared or at least lost the greater part of their 
force. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : So it was intended as a sop. 
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Mr. S. Satyamiirti : A verj” great abdication. 

The Honourable Sir Miiliammad Zafrallah Khan : Honourable Mem- 
bers must give Government credit for being able to gauge the opinion 
in this House pretty accurately. (Hear, hear.) That being so, Govern- 
ment were under no delusion as to any sop with regard to these sections 
being thrown to the other section of the House. Government took this 
decision because they felt that at the present moment circumstances did 
not justify the continuance of these sections. They did it m the hope 
that at no time would it be necessary to re-enact provisions of tins descrip * 
tion. (Hear, hear.) If, unfortunately, it becomes necessary to revive 
provisions of this description Government wmild then be ready to dis- 
charge its duty. 

Mr. S. Satyamiirti ; You will not be there then. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Sir, my presence 
as a Member of the Government or my absence from the Government, T 
am sure would not make any difference. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I am talking of the Government as a whole. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have already 
made observations with regard to the duty and the hopes of the Govern- 
ment which might be formed by Members opposite when their turn 
comes. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Wait and see. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That is what has 
been discarded from the old Act. Has anything been added ? Not a 
line. Has any fresh power been sought to be tal?:en in this Bill which 
has been presented to the House 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Permanent measure 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am fully con- 
scious of that. Have I betrayed any indication that I do not realise either 
the character or the scope of this measure ^ 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab : Sikh) : Does the Honourable 
Member approve of substituting executive judgment for judicial judg- 
ment f That is the main question 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Honourable 
MemberKS will please show the courtesy of listening without interrupt- 
ing 

The Honourable Sir Muhainmad Zafrullah Khan : That was one 
general observation which I was anxious to make and that was one feature 
of the Bill wJiich 1 was anxious to stress, namely, that that action of Govern- 
ment is a complete reply to this part of the criticism that Government are 
anxious to accumulate power of this description into their own hands. 
Now, Sir, I may be permitted to make some observations with regard to 
the various provisions which are sought to be made permanent without 
going of course into the details of those provisions. As Honourable Mem- 
bers are aware section 5 is designed to check, to stop the repetition of 
matters which have been considered obnoxious and tWe publication of which 
has been proscribed. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : By the executive. 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafrullaJi ESian : Section 5 itself 
is only complementary to the various provisions of the law which give 
the executive power to proscribe literature that may be obnoxious. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Whether it is obnoxious or not, it is proscribed. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafniUah Khan : The question 
under discussion is not with regard to the power of the executive to 
proscribe literature The question is whether conditions have arisen 
which require that in ease the power of proscription is to be retained 
and is to be effectively exercised some further provision has become 
necessary. Now, Sir, it may be the experience of Honourable Members 
even on the Opposite Benches, it certainly must be the experience of a 
very large number of Members on that side that recently it has become the 
habit with a certain class of offenders to evade and to bring into contempt 
the provisions designed to stop the publication of offending literature by 
committing to memory portions of such proscribed poems or proscribed 
books or proscribed articles and then to repeat them from memory to 
large audiences and thus not only entirely to frustrate the object of the 
provisions designed to check the spread of such literature, but to cause 
a great deal more annoyance, a great deal more suffering than even the 
publication of the original hook or poem or article. It has, therefore, 
become necessary that if Government are to discharge the dutj-^ laid upon 
them as a civilized government to protect cherished sentiments and ideals, 
the veneration felt for religious leaders and doctrines that the other pro- 
visions shall be supplemented by a provision of the description contained 
in section 5, As a matter of fact from various sections of the popula- 
tion there have been complaints, and grievances have been felt that during 
the last three years the powers given by section 5 of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act have not been used ofteiier. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Oh ! Oh 1 How many instances 

Mr, Mohan Lai Sa<ksena (Lucknow Division * Non-Muhammadan 
Kiiral) : Perhaps you were one of those who made a complaint to that 
effect 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Another objection 
taken was to sub-section {2) of section 5. Sub-section (2), vsays that 
^0 iiroseculion shall be launched under subsection (1) of section 5 : 

“ unless the Local Government has certified that the passage published, circulated 
or repeated contains, m the opinion of the Local Government, seditious or other 
matter of the nature referred to in sub-section ( 1 ) of section 99-A of the Criminal 
Procedure Code or sub-section (I) of section 4 of the Indian Press ('Emers'enev 
Powers) Act.’’ ^ 

And a grievance was made that here again it is a certificate from 
the executive that is required. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : That is the point. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah K'ba.Ti : That, I am 
assured, was the point. I am glad that in this instance at least I did not 
misapprehend the point sought to be made. Now the criticism could have 
only two aspects ; either that no certificate should he required of this 
description, whatever may be the view of the Honourable Members with 
regard to sub-section (2), with regard to this point of procedure the 
criticism would be either that there is no need of a certificate and the 
Court before whom the case goes should decide whether the person who is 
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being proceeded against has or has not offended the provisions of sub- 
section (i) ; or, — and this I apprehend was the real point, — ^that it should 
not be the executive who should grant that certificate but it should be a 
Court of law. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Sir, on a point of personal explanation, my 
point was that the decision whether the passage was seditious, or other- 
wise offended against the various other provisions should be vested exclu- 
sively in the judiciary and not in the executive. That is the only point 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan : The criticism that: 
1 was trying to meet was with regard to sub-section (^), and not the 
general criticism that there should be no provision givmg power to the 
executive to proceed against a person on the ground that he has offended 
in this respect. It was specifically against sub-section (^) and my reply 
is that the second aspect of the criticism is out of the question. You 
cannot say 1hat the- Court should first certify that this is an offending 
passage before the Court can try whether such passage has been offensive 
or not. The first criticism that there should be no such restriction has 
not much force for this reason that after all sub-section (^) is a restrictive 
section. All that it does, — and Honourable Members may not agree that 
it is very useful, — ^but all that it does is to check indiscriminate prosecu- 
tions Honourable Members may think that that vas not enough of a 
check or that it was not much of a check. But whenever the provisions 
of this sub-section are used they vill be used to check the number of 
prosecutions. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti ; What is the function of the Court Icfl then ? 
Has the Court any judicial function at all ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have already 
explained that the object of this section is that once the powers have been 
used which are contained in other enactments and which are not at 
present under discussion, those powers shall be effectively used 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : By the executive. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Even at the risk 
of repetition I will try to make that clear which Honourable Members 
opposite refuse to admit is clear, that whalever the justification for these 
provisions once a certain publication is sought to be checked the law shall 
not be evaded by other means which might cause far greater harm than 
the publication of the original offending document 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Even if there fs no offence committed 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Then, Sir, before 
going on to the provisions relating to picketing, may I make one brief 
reference to the provisions, although they occur later in the Act, designed 
to meet certain kinds of activities of associations that have been declared 
unlawful ^ I have said I shall make only a brief reference to these 
provisions for the reason that they have come in only for a brief criticism 
from the Oppomtion. I do not wish to imply that they are acceptable to 
them ; but I did apprehend during the coui'se of the debate that their 
objection was far greater to the provisions with regard to picketing and 
the press than to those that are directed against unlawful associations. 
These provisions again are supplement arj^' to the main provisions of the 
Act of 1908. Section 11 I am sure could not he objected to, not because 
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I consider tkat Hononrable Members tbmk that tbe^ exccaiive sbonld 
riglitiy liave tlie power to declare associations unlawfai, — 1 know they 
object to tliat, — and tiie objection would naturally be directed against llie 
main provisions wMcb enable tke executive to declare associations unlaw- 
ful at all All that this sechon does is that powers winch up to a certain 
date liie Governor General did possess of declaring associations unlawful, 
powers winch all the Governors do possess at the present moment and 
which under the Devolution Rules were conferred upon the Local Govern- 
menls and of which the Governor General was deprived, shall again be 
vested in tlie Governor General Section 12 only concerns procedure. 
Section 13 is the section which made substantive provisions sujuiiemeiiting 
the provisions of the Act of 1908 and this section provides by its various 
sub-sections that once an association has been declared mil awful the 
executive shall have the power to take possession of the headquarters or 
the offices of the association, to seme and forfeit their moveables and to 
sejze and forfeit the monies and securities belonging to them. 

Sardar Sant Singli : You want to legalise dacoity. 

Tile Honourable Sir Muhammad .^afniilah Khan : Now, Sir, here 
again whatever may be the criticism against the power to declare associa- 
tions iirilawfui, so far as that stage is concerned iviili which this measure 
deals, that is to say, that you shall further have the power of seizing these 
funds and properties, the only question of a j'udicial nature that could 
arise, assuming that the Act of 1908 continued as it does continue in 
operation, 

Mr S. Satyamurti : Subject to repeal 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : the only 

question that could arise would be whether the property that was sought 
to be confiscated, the funds and securities that were sought to be con- 
fiscated, the building of which possession was sought to be taken as being 
the office of the unlawful association do or do not belong to the associa- 
tion and, therefore are or are not liable to forfeiture. Before I go on 
to this aspect of the ease, may I say one word with regard to the general 
nature of the activities of these associations ^ Once an association has 
been declared nnlaw^ful one of three results might follow One is that 
that particular association might suspend or give up altogether the 
activhies which have brought it within the mischief of the provisions of 
the Act of 1908. In that case the only action, provided that were estab- 
lished., that would follow would be a cancellation of the declaration of 
the unlawfulness of the association Another result that might follow is 
that such a declaration might result in the association being dissolved in 
which ea.ge also the declaration would be cancelled, . . 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : No, there is section 18 of the Act. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : .... and, in any 
case, its operation by the action of the members of the association would 
have been nullified in the sense that it has no association to operate upon, 
or a third result may follow and has very often followed ; that the associa- 
tion’s activities might be driven underground, with possibilities of greater 
mischief even than^ when the association operated in the open. If that 
happens and assuming that its activities were such as were of destructive 
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of the liberties of the population or a section of the population, it 
admittedly becomes the duty of the Government to see that the aspect that 
they have now taken on is dealt with and that the association is rendered 
harmless as was the object of the origTiiai declaration , and the only pro- 
visions that the Government could consider as possibly conducing towards 
that result — and in the case of underground societies not always achiev- 
ing their oDject, but the only provisions that could conduce towards that 
result — are provisions that are contained in section 13 As i have said, 
the only question that would then arise would be, are Government misus- 
ing their powers to take possession of the premises or to seize and con- 
fiscate the property of mdiviuiials or a^soeiatxoi.s who have no connection 
with the association that has been declared unlo-niul • and with regard to 
that, the Act contains pro visions that that lUritter can be settled on a 
representation being lodged before the principal civil Court of the district 
in which the seizure or the proposed forfeiture is likely to take 
place 

Prof. M G. Ranga (Guntur cunt Nellore ; Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : 111 most cases these representations are not successful. 

The KonO'Urable Sir Muhammad Zafnilah Khan : That would be 
the result of the findings of the judieiaiy m which TIonourable Members 
opposite have as great a confidence as the rest of the population has. 

Before I pa.ss on to piclroting and the press, may I make another brief 
allusion lo sections 9 and 10 which deal v itii matters of procedure : they 
have not been criticised in the House much, but there was some criticism 
of them by Mr. Satyamiirti during the course of his speech, lie said, 
here is something very oppressive in sections 9 and 10 — certain offences 
have been made cognisable and non-bailable Section 9 related to offences 
created bj?' sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 ; and as sections 2, 3, 4, 6 and 8 
have disappeared, its scope has been limited lo offences created by sec- 
tions 5 and 7. As I have said, section 7, when it is enacted as a permanent 
measure, would not always be operative • it will be brought into operation 
only where circumstances justify it. Section 5 wmuld continue in opera- 
tion. In the ease of section d, the offence has not been made non-bailable, 
althoiicrh it has been made cognisable ; and rightly so. For after all, 
when a reproduction of the publication of offenshe matter takes place 
in the manner which the section is designed to meet, which particular 
individual is expected to go and lodge a complaint f If such publication 
is to be made an offeace, it follows as of necessity that it should he made 
cognisable. The offence, as Ilonoui'able Members v/ill observe, has not 
been made non-bailable. Section 7 when it does constitute an offence, 
that is to say, when it has been brought into operation, circumstances 
having axisen justifying its bringing into operation, does make the offence 
both cognisable and non-bailable : cognisable for this particular reason 
that the offence contemplated by this section, that is to say, picketing, is 
directed against mostly, hut not always, interference with business 
people 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Who can always lodge a complaint ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am just coming 
to that. It might he said, that there is no difficulty here ; here is the 
individual who is annoyed and molested, whose business is being interfered 
with and who can go and lodge his complaint But experience shows that 
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picketing iy a form of overawing people and forcing them into submission 
to proposals which they intensively dislike at heart ; for after ail, if a man 
is willing to come into line with the proposals which are being forced 
upon him, there is no necessity for picketing. Picketing arises only 
where by sub^jecting the individual or a section of society to a peculiar 
form of annoyance and molestation, it is hoped that he or they may be 
coerced into taking a line of action which they would not otherwise adopt. 
That being so, that being the object of picketing, it is useless to expect 
that a victim of this kind of annoyance and molestation, which often 
continues through days and weeks, sliould incur the risk of greater 
annoyance and molestation, by going and making a complaint against the 
persons who are subjecting him to this kind of annoyance. It is, therefore, 
necessary, that an offence of this kind should be made cognisable. 

Now, Sir, may I be permitted to make some reference to the two main 
provisions of the Act which are sought to be revived by this Bill, to 
which objection has been taken ? The first of these is, as I have said, 
picketing, which is provided for by section 7 Part of the criticism I have 
already sought to meet. That criticism was that Civil Disobedience, 
though not dead, though it can never die — I am careful to repeat this 
lest I should be misunderstood that the Hojoiirable kl embers opposite had 
committed themselves to a position which might become embarrassing to them 
as a political party — ^yet it is at the present moment at a very low ebb, 
and that, therefore, these provisions are not necessary My submission 
is that the same is the case with section 7 If the Civil Disobedience Move- 
ment IS not active, section 7 is not active either, and it is not intended 
to make it active. When and if activities of that description are revived, 
Local Governments will have power to bring into operation section 7. So 
long as one side does not resort to activities which this section is designed 
to prevent, the section will not be brought into force Another criticism 
was that the ordinary law is sufficient to deal with illegal picketing . . . . 

An Honourable Member : Picketing by illegal means. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : Picketing by 
illegal means which I have briefly described as illegal picketing " That 
is begging tlie question. If picketing is resorted to' by the adoption of 
illegal means the question begs itself : that is to say, the argument is this : 
there are certain provisions of the law which you can bring into operation 
to check certain kinds of picketing Therefore, why do you want to 
take power under section 7 to check other kinds of picketing ? For the 
simple reason that other kinds of picketing do interfere very seriously 
with that cherished possession of the siib^iect for which Honourable Mem- 
bers have shown such great solicitude the lihei’ty of the subject It is the 
duty of all Governments having any pretence to civilized forms 

An Honourable Member : DonT say civilized. 

The Honourable Sir IMEuhaininad. Zafrullali Khan *, to secure 

conditions which should enable all citizens to pursue their legitimate 
callings without being subjected to annoyances and molestations of tliis 
kind. It IS all very well to say peaceful picketing, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yes. 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : In the first place, 
however good the intention behind this kind of picketing may be, experience 
shows that picketing of this description soon develops into anything but 
peaceful picketing 

Mr S. Satyamurti : Because of rowdyism by the police. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Baliim) : Let the 
Honourable Member go on without interruption. It is very unfair. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The object of this 
legislation is not to punish people at the later stages of this peaceful 
picketing when it ceases to be peaceful, but to prevent a state of affairs 
arising in which something will have been done upon which much graver 
punishment must necessarily follow, but the main object, as I have said, 

IS to secure that every man shall be enabled to carry on his calling with- 
out interference and most obnoxious interference of the kind to which 
lie is subjected in the name of peaceful picketing. Picketing of this kind 
interferes wnth the elementary right of the citizen, it interferes with the 
freedom of contract It is said that criminal force is prohibited. So it 
is. It is said intimidation is prohibited, so it is, but what is not prohibited 
and what tins section seeks to prohibit is half a dozen or a dozen men 
or even three or four men going and standing outside a shop, seeing a 
person approaching the shop to buy certain things from a shopkeeper 
and the shopkeeper willing to sell, and their jeering at the prospective 
buyer and the shopkeeper transacting the business, and this is what is 
described as })eacefiil picketing Peaceful picketing often takes the form 
of jeering at and using insulting epithets both for the prospective customer 
anri the shopkeeper, and human nature being what it is, this 
form of so-called peaceful picketing often develop-s into very much w^orse 
tliiiigs. That is the expenenee of everybody If you choose to shut your 
eyes lo actual experience, I am afraid I cannot help to bring light to those 
wiio must keep the windows closed all the time round them Sir, a 
quotation wms made from one of Lord klorley’s letters to the Bari of 
Miiito It w’as said what right have people who themselves shout from 
the lioii^^’etops ‘ Buy British ^ to prevent other people from carrying on 
proraa’tiada in favour of ‘ Buy Indian ^ 

Mr, S Satyamurti : That is Lord Irwin 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I stand corrected. 
Nobody on this side of the House differs from that sentiment 

S/everal Honourable Members : Oh, oh ! 

The HoiK)urable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : If every building 
in the country was placarded from top to bottom with placards saying 
^ Buy Indian not the slightest objection could possibly be taken to 
that kind of propaganda by anyone on this side, of the House. 

Mr. M Asaf Ali : Hundreds of prosecutions w'ere undertaken on 
that ground alone 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Hundreds of prosecutions have taken place. 
The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Honourable 

Members are aware 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim'^ : Honourable 
Members had their opportunity to speak. They ought to listen to the 
other side wdth patience. 
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Prof. N. G. Eanga : On a point of personal explanation, Sir. I 
tliink it IS a legitimate form of parliamentary procedure to interrupt 
whenever ii is possible 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : So far as the 
Honourable Member is concerned, he is always interfering and making 
it impossible for the Chair and for most of the Members of _ this House 
to follow the proceedings, and the Chair does not think it is fair, lie 
must accept the ruling of the Chair that it is not the proper parlia- 
mentary behaviour to be constantly interrupting. 

Prof. N, G. Eanga : T accept your ruling, Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : As Honourable 
Members are aware, there is an Explanation appended to this section. I 
shall read out that Explanation^ although I am sure that even in the 
absence of that Explanation the situation would be exactly tlie same as 
if that Explanation had been explicitly enacted, because the section does 
not even by implication make that illegal, which this Explanation declares 
expressly as perfectly legal. Encouragement of indigenous industries 
or advocacy of temperance without the commission of any of the acts 
prohibited bj^ this section is not an o:ffenee under this section, so that 
legitimate forms of propaganda, however intensively carried on are 
snot sought to be rjestricted by the provisions of this section.’’ 

May 1, Sir, now pass on to the portion which deals with the press ? 
It has been said that the press is the most potent instrument for the 
spread of knowledge, for the spread of culture and of civilization for 
bringing light into the dark corners of the life of the poor and ignorant 
people. Sir, I subscribe in the fullest degree to that general state- 
ment. As a matter of fact, a quotation was -read out by one Honour- 
able Member from Sheridan, who has described the press as a mighty 
engine, I accept it. But then, Sir, power, particularly great power^, 
engines and more particularly mighty engines are sometimes liable to 
abuse. J hope that that also will not be denied, and if that is so, this 
power which may be used for good is sometimes apt to be used for 
evil, and it would be the function of a wise Government to devise such 
checks which, without unduly interfering with the beneficent activities- 
of such a mighty engine, should safeguard society from the baneful 
activities of this mighty engine. To that principle no exception can 
be taken. I apprehend that the criticism was that the provisions which 
form part of this Act which is sought to be made permanent are unduly 
restrictive of the legitimate liberties of the press. Now, Sir. one 
comparison was made and it was stated that there were instances of not 
only liberty but even of the licence of the press ir England, yet no 
restrictive powers had been found necessary there, and so why should 
we impo^-e restrictions on the press here. I have spoken of licence, 
because the Honourable Member who read those instances himself said 
that he had not much sympathy with what had been said, he was not 
necessarily approving the subject matter but he was merely citing 
those instances to show what liberty or licence was allowed there. I 
have not had time to look up those instances since 1 he Honourable Member 
concluded his speech, but I understand that those were instances cited 
in support of a restrictive measure which was then before the House 
of Commons, — Incitement to Mutiny Act, and therefore they lose their 
point from that particular point of view. But apart from that 
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Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : A word of personal explanation. Sir. 
1 did not argue tiiat no sort of action is necessary where wrong is 
committed. What I was arguing was this that no power had been given 
to the executive to impose restraints on the press in spite of the existence 
of such licence. That was my point. (Cheers from Congress Benches.) 

I know that the discussion was in connection with a Bill Avhieh provided 
a sentence of three months for maliciously circulating such pamphlets. 
1 have no objection to that. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The only point that 
I was loaking was that licence of the kind referred to by the Honour- 
able Member had been made punishable in England 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : It is punishable here. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : By Courts. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I apprehend the 
distinction perfectly. I hope it has not been the experience of Honour- 
able Members opposite during the very brief period that I have been a 
Member of this House that I have at any time failed to understand a 
point that they have been seeking to make. I will come back in a 
moment to the point which was sought to be made and which I did not 
intend to ignore as the second branch of the contention, but niay I first 
interpose a remark ? Whenever Honourable Members in the course of 
their speeches and in the course of the debate on this motion were re- 
minded that in most of the European countries liberty, especially the 
kind of liberty which was being pleaded for here, was much more 
restricted than it was in India, the retort from Honiourable Slembers 
opposite ivas, we are not talking of countries where there are dictator- 
ships, we are not talking of countrie^s where there are non-demo cratic 
(Tovernments, we are talking of a country which at least claims to 
possess a representative form of Government. Then they w^ent on to 
cite instances from England in order to show that that was the only 
coimlry witii which conditions can stand comparison. But do conditions, 
here stand comparison with conditions in England I My contention is 
that in considering the provisions of a Bill of this description, you will 
have (0 consider all the circumstances which such a measure is designed 
to meet, not merely the word of the enactment, but also the couditions, 
tli(3 material to which they have to be applied, the state of society to 
whmh they have to be applied. Now, Sir, there are countries, — I will not 
more particularly specify any, but there are countries where volnntanr rest- 
raints upon freedom of speech and freedom of the press are obeyed to such au 
extent that either no restrictive provisions of law are required to assure to* 
persons who may become the object of the attentions of the right of free 
speech and the right of free press, the enjoyment of what was described by 
one Honoai able Member as the repose of life, where it does not become neces. 
sary to impose any restriction by law, or the minimum resirictions suifice. 
There are such countries. There are countries where tlu^ sense of humour 
of the liopulation itself would check any mischief that might be appre- 
hended from propaganda of this description in othe^' countries where 
conditions might be entirely different. As I said, allusion has been 
made to conditions in England. It has been said, Communism is preached 
in England far more openly and to a much larger degree than it is 
preached or attempted to be preached in India, they do not have pro- 
visions of this description, and why do yon find it necessary to have 
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provifcjions o£ this description ? Yes, Sir, Communisai is i>reached in 
England far more openly and to a far greater extent than it is done 
in India. It is generally done in the neighbourhood of the marble 
arch on Sunday afternoons in Hyde Park by preachers whose stock-in- 
trade generally consists of black flag and a stool to stand upon. 

An Honourable Member : Bed flag. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Bed flag, I stand 
corrected. Sir, I confess to an ignorance of the details of the insignia 
of associationb and organisations which carry on propaganda of this 
description 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Except the Union Jack ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Certainly. It is 
preached ojjenly, but what happens ? When that kind of inflammatory 
speech is applied to the material which is available what is the ve&iilt f 
Peoxde come on, they listen to this kind of language for a few minutes 
or longer, and in the end they laugh the speaker down in scorn. That 
is the salt'guard. 

An Honourable Member : Not always 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : People there make 
it unnecossaiy that laws of this description should bo enacted. (Inter- 
ruption ) Then, Sir, I believe it was my Honourable friend, Pandit 
Krishna Ivanta Malaviya, who unfolded before the Honsii a long tale 
of sufleriiig. suffering inflicted upon the journalists and newspapermen 
by measures of this description He seemed to be supremehr uueonseious 
of the suffering inflicted upon sections of the populace hy the license of 
the Bvcss. by reputations destroyed or attempted to be destroyed, by 
peace of mind killed or attempted to be killed, and Government owe a 
didy boih to the journalists and those who read the clfusions of journa- 
lists And their duty is to see that, whereas the press shall not be 
nriduly leslrff-ted, no man’s peace of mind shall be luululy constrained 
or interfered with by the publication of seditious or scurrilous literature 
in the form of newspapers and journals. 

An Honourable Member : Prosecute them 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Experience has 
shown very often that when prosecutions are undertaken for this purpose 
there is far greater publicity, there is far greater vsuffering that is 
inflicted as a result of the prosecution than is likely to result from 
exeeulive aelion being taken to check the evil. (InternipUon.) I am 
rather glad to find that my speech is troubling Honourable Members 
•opposiie to such an extent, because, after all, that is only proof of the 
fact that the arguments are going home. (Cheers from Official Benches.) 
That sometimes the exercise of liberty might degenerate into the exercise 
of license has only been too manifest more especially in recent years in 
this cotuilry. Sentiments are openly expressed, not ihat there is a 
desire to cluuige this form of Government— that has been recognised and 
nobody can nave any possible objection to that, it is a legitimate and 
laudable desire,— sentiments have been openly expressed that if it were 
possible for the speaker he would break this form of Goyernment this 
moment 
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An Honourable Member : Why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrnllah Khan : breakage 

always mvoives violence. (Interruption.) Then a judgment was quoted 
of a very eminent Chief Justice, the Chief Justice both of Bombay and 
of Calcutta, in support of the condemnation of this measure. May I be 
permitted to make a very brief quotation from that very judgment of that 
learned Judge ? He said : 

Courts of law cau only move on defined lines and act on information brought 
befoie them under limited conditions. It is not so with the executive authority. It 
would be paralysed if it had to obseive the restrictions placed on the Courts Its 
action can be piompted by information derived from sources not open to the Couits 
and based on considerations forbidden to them , it can bo moved by impressions and 
personal expeiience to which no expiession can be given in a Court but which may be 
a very potent incentive to executive action. Government may be in possession of 
information which it would be impossible to disclose in a Court of law and yet obviously 
requiring immediate action. Therefore a jurisdiction to pronounce on the wisdom or 
unwisdom of the executive action has been withheld.^’ 

Later on the same Honourable Judge observes : 

Political conditions and reasons of State are the life blood of executive action 
but they have no place in a Court of law.’^ 

I do Lope that Honourable Members who made quotations from 
this judgment in support of the argument that the provisions of the 
Act, designed to check the activities of a certain kiml of press were 
unduly restrictive, will be convinced by the arguments of the same 
HouoiLrable Judge, for it very often becomes the imperative duty of 
Govorijment to take executive action without submitting their action to 
the scrutiny of a Court of law. 

Sir, one word more and I have done. One Floiiourable Member 
told us, wliatever he meant by it — jou want to esiabiisli peace and 
tranquillity He said sometimes tranquillity may be the tranquillity of 
death but that what he wanted was the repose of life. As I said, whatever 
he might have meant by the repose of life, it is because Government are 
anxious to secure to all sections of the population the repose to which 
tho.y aie eniitled — protection against unwarranted attacics, whether 
against their reputation or against their cherished beliefs or traditions 
or the ideals which they hold sacred, that Government have been forced 
to the conclusion that it is necessary to continue those sections of the 
present Criminal Law Amendment Act with regard to which there is a 
motion for consideration before the House now. Sir, Government by 
thus measiii'e seek to guard the repose of life and to check the turbulence 
of license. 1 support the motion 

Mr. F. E James : After the speech of the Honourable the Commerce 
Member, I do not propose to do more than examine a few general principles 
on which we on this side of the House support the Bill and a few of the 
general objections that have been raised by Members of the Opposition. In 
the first place, I would lay down four general propositions in regard to 
the^ relation between the State and the public order and private liberty on 
which I believe we shall find common ground with the Members of the 
Opposition. The first proposition is that any State is justified in assuming 
to itself powers to deal with movements which are directed against the 
stability of the State, public security and the liberty of the individual. 
All the movements we have been discussing during these past few days are 

L200LAD B 
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( 3 ssentialiy movements directed against these three objects The second 
proposition is that the State is justified in taking special powers, if the 
ordinary law cannot deal with those movements. I talie it that even my 
Honourable friends on the other side would accept, — and it has been 
demonstrated amply during the course of the debate — ^that these movements 
are such as cannot be dealt wuth under the ordinary la%v. Those friends 
of mine who are lawyers know that the Indian Evidence Act itself has no 
parallel in the world 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : It is one of the finest Acts. 

Mr. F. E. James : as an obstacle to the obtaining of convic- 

tions of palpable and known criminals Perhaps that is the reason why 
my friend, Mr. Satyamurti, praises that amazing Statute. Now, the 
tliird proposition is that the State is justified in curtailing the liberty of 
the individual for the sake of the liberty of the community. My Honour- 
able friend, the Commerce Member, has already referred to the existence 
of the Indian Penal Code which itself is a restriction upon the liberty of 
the individual for the sake of the liberty of the community. The final 
proposition which I would ask my Honourable friends to accept is that 
such special powers should not be of such a character as to stifle reason- 
able expression of opinion or to hinder the liberty of the individual to 
pursue his normal avocation. My Honourable friend, the Commerce 
Member, has already demonstrated that the system of picketing, which 
wms part of the Civil Disobedience Movement and has now, as a result 
of that movement, come to stay in this country for social and eeonoinic 
purposes, is a system which aims directly at the liberty of the individual 
to pursue Ins normal avocation in life. If you look at these propositions 
from the point of view of the press, I suggest that there is no Honourable? 
Member of this House who can affirm that the law as it stands today does 
not allow reasonable expression of opinion on the part of the press. If 
that is not the case, then why is it that since 1931, something like 700 
persons, either journalists or owners of presses, have thought it ivortli 
while to start new presses, new^ periodicals or new newspapers “ Does 
that look like strangulation ^ Does that look Iffie interference with the 
liberty of the press ? I am perfectly prepared to admit that control of 
any kind is regrettable but where it is necessary, it justifies itself. I 
ani reminded of a conversation wdiich I bad with one of the most brilliant 
journalists in this country, the late Mr Rangaswami Aiyangar, the Editor 
of the Einchi Mr. Rangasw^ami Aiyangar shared this dislike, on prin- 
ciple, of any control of the press whatsoever. But, in the course of our 
conversation, I asked him what effect did these particular press laws 
have upon him as a working journalist. His answer was that as far 
as I am concerned, and iny articles, I feel just as free now as I was before 
those restrictions 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : He was opposed to the Press Act all the same. 

Mr. P. E. James : He said : The great difficulty with which I have 
to contend is that I have to be much more careful in examining the con- 
tributions which come from my correspondents in the mofussil, many of 
whotn are correspondents only for a short time, and of whom many come 
and go and that is one of the great difficulties of the press today.'’ My 
Honourable friends speak of the Press Law as though it is restrictive ; 
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tJiey speak of the press as though it has suffered some great hardship 
because of these restrictions I would suggest to them that the preb^s 
toda 3 ^ ^ as free as it deserves to be {Cries of Oh, oh ) The press 
of any country is as free as it deserves to be. In nty country it deserves 
to be freer than in this country To show why I make that statement, 
I would like to read a few extracts. I do not want to weary the House 
but I will read to you a few observations made by papers in this country 
ill regard to the Quetta Earthquake and if any Member is interested he 
can have the names of the papers and the dates on which those articles 
appeared. Here is a paper in South India which, in regard to the Quetta 
Earthquake, stated that the Government kept the country ignorant of Ihe 
facts ; that the extent of the loss was due to an explosion of ammunition, 
and that the Kelief Fund which was raised by Ills Excellency the Viceroy 
w^as being used for the defence of India. {Cries of Shame, shame ’^) 

Here is another paper in South India : 

Hundreds of persons could have been saved, but the military did not ]>as 
adequate attention to the saving of life (Interruptions ) 

Here is another paper ; this is in the United Provinces It quotes 
instances to show the highly diabolical nature of the mili- 
tary administration. It states that the military forcibly 
looh aw’ay money, that hundreds and thousands might have been saved? 
thal the prohibition of eniry into Quetta was in order to prevent the 
military from coming into contact with the general public, and especially 
the Nationalist Party (Laiighier ) Here is another paper, also in the 
I'liited Provinces ; 

An Honourable) Member : What is the name of the paper 1 

Mr. F. E. James : Gliarib, published in Saharanpur ; this article 
appeared on the lltli June, 1935 Tins is what this paper alleged. 
(IriteiTLiptions ) Do not my Honourable friends want to hear Iheiu ? 
(Voices : Go on, go on ^’.) This is what is contained m this paper : 

** Wlnte soldiers cut off the hands of half -dead wouieii and took away their gold 
ornaments {Cries of Shame, shame ^ 

Now, does that paper deserve to exist ? 

An Honourable Member : Were they prosecuted ? 

Mr. F. E. James : Here is another one, of the same month, and the 
following day : 

** Women had to hand over their ornaments before they were allowed to be rescued. 
They were then subjected to immoral treatment, and the chastity of girls was 
molested.’^ (Cries of Shame, shame I 

An Honourable Member : How many of these vvere prosecuted ? 

Mr. F. E James : I suggest, Sir, that illustrations like that indicate 
that the press in this country does not deserve to be as free as the press 
of my country, where {Cries of Oh, oh ! ’’) public opinion would in 
OTch causes have risen up against it After all, the whole must suffer 
for the part {Cries of Oh, oh 'Q — that is the rule of law as well as the 
rule of life : and if there is a section of the press which can descend to 
such low depths as I have quoted, I suggest there is every juslificatiom 
for such control as is suggested in this Bill. (Hear, hear.) 

L200LAD ie2 
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Now, Sir, I turn to one or two of the general arguments advanced 
hy the Members of the Opposition against this Bill. The first argument 
that I noted was that this Bill, m any eircmn stances, cannot receive our 
sanction because the present administration is thoroughly bad. That was 
the argument used by my friend, Mr. Fuzlu Huq, mainly on the ground 
tlial he did not receive a reply to a letter ’ But i suggesL to him and to 
his friends that that argument begs the question. Whether or not the 
administration of this country is bad under its present rulers is a matter 
of opinion Personally, I am not ashamed (interruptions), personally, 
I am not ashamed of the histoiy of British administration in this 
country 

An Honourable Member : Of course you are not ! 

Another Honourable Member : Why should you ^ 

Mr F E. James : Sir, I am not ashamed of the administration of 
this country under present circumstances, and I only hope that when 
my Honourable friends come to power, they will do half as well. 

An Honourable Member : Hurrah 1 

Mr. F. E, James : But I would point out to my Honourable friends, 
when they say they do not like the present administration, that they are 
going to be given an opportunity to change it. In fact, all the present 
occupants of the Front Benches over there w'lll in a very short time give 
way to Ministers who will be responsible to this House ; and I would 
also point out to my Honourable friends that, m the provinces, which are 
so much criticised today, they will have plenty of opportunities of dis- 
playing Lheir powers of administration. Sir, it is thus evading the issue 
to blame the present administration ; but that is a particular kind of 
manoeuvre which Honourable Members opposite have been continually 
pursuing for the last three days Then, Sir, another argument is that 
these movements which we are seeking to deal mth are the result of the 
dissatisfaction with the existing political and economic conditions. Now 
let us examine that proposition. Take the political aspect first. That 
kind of argument leads directly to anarchism If you believe that, because 
you do not like the present political conditions, therefore, you should give 
a free rein to anarchhal and revolutionary movements, then you are your- 
self admitting that what you really want is some revolution in this country 
to change the administration by force My Honourable friend, Mr Satya- 
xnurti, had the hardihood to say — '' things will be all right when we get 
Swaraj ; give us Swaraj and then people will be free 

An Honourable Member : Three cheers 1 

Mr. F E James : Sir, if my friend thinks for one moment that 
•when he gets Swaraj and becomes the chief minister in Madras, terrorism, 
Communism and communalism will cease, then he lives in a fooFs paradise. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr S. Satyamnrti : Sir, my friend is a terrorist, and he knows 
more about terrorism than I do ! 

Mr. F. E. James : And I am afraid that is the only paradise he will 
ever reach. Now take the economic argument. Here I would like to express 
my agreement with some of the sentiments which have been uttered on the 
other side of the House. 
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An Hononrafcle Member : Thank yon 

Mr. F, E. James : Sir, I a^^ree that che ultimate solution of the 
problem is to be fouiicl not merely in negative resistance but in the aboli- 
tion of the conditions out of which these movements gam strength. 

An Honourable Member : Thank you 

Mr F. E. James : Yet, I would ask Honourable Members to con- 
sider what countries have solved their economic problems. Does that 
justify terrorism anywhere ^ Does that justify terrorism in my 
country ^ Does it justify terrorism in tlie other countries where economic 
conditions are as bad as they are here ^ (Interruptions ) 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) Order, order. 

Mr F. E. James : And, furthermore, can Honourable Members say 
honestly that this Government or the existing Provincial Governments are 
inditferent to the great problem of economic conditions ? 

Mr. S Satyamurti : They are — ^they are. 

Mr. F. E. James : I shall only refer to the white paper that was 
laid on the table the other day by the Honourable the Finance Member on 
tins subject. 

Mi\ S. Satyamurti : '' Paper ” after all ! 

Mr. A K. Pazlul Huq : Sir, I would like to ask. . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Is it a per- 
sonal explanation that the Honourable Member wants to make ^ 

Mr A. K. Fuzlul Huq : I rise on a point of information, Sir. My 
Honourable friend was refernng to oilier countries in comparison with the 
condition of things in India Will my Honourable friend tell this House 
the average income per head m India as compared with England and other 
countries ^ (Hear, hear ) 

Mr. r. E. James : And will my Honourable friend tell me the aver- 
age cost of subsistence in this country as compared with other countries in 
the West Sir, when I was interrupted, I was referring to the white 
paper that was laid on the table the other da}” by the Honourable the 
T'inance Member. I am told there is nothing in that, there is nothing for 
the uplift of the poor in that Yet I make bold to say that in that docu- 
Hiem there is contained more hope for the villages than have been put 
foiward for them by the Village Industries Association. 

An Honourable Member : Hurrah ! 

Mr. F, E. James : Now, Sir, I would come to the second point under 
this head and that is the argument as far as terrorism is concerned In 
this connection I want to say something about my Honourable friend, 
Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya’s speech When I read that speech care- 
fully I found that certain passages of it were definitely a laudation of 
Terrorism and I will read the particular passages concerned My friend 
need not rise to any persona] explanation as lie has already made too many 
of them. This is the first statement : I plead guilty to the charge of 
admiration of terrorists/' What is that hut laudation ^ The second one 
is : These are deeds of great sacrifice, deeds above the common run." 
Is that laudation or not f 
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Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya (Benares and Goraklipiir Divisions : 
Xoii-Miihammadan Eural) : Please go on. 

Mr F. E James : I know he is getting very uncomfortahh'. Now, 
this is the third statement : 1 should he less than human if I did not 

adimre deeds which exact my respect and admiration Is that lauda- 
tjon or is it not ? He referred 1 o Midnapore and he spoke of the llonoiir- 
o]‘ie Member from Midnapore, Mr. Griffiths He asked him to liiist tiie 
]jeople and they vmuld give up terrorism May I ask him what hap])ened 
to those three predecessors of his who trusted the people ^ M,ay I ask 
him what happened to the man who trusted the people in the Court, the 
man who trusted the people in the District Board ^s office, nay, that man 
wlio trusted the people on the football field ^ They were shot down like 
rats And yet he tells me that if the Member for Midnapore will only 
trust the people. Hie terrorists will give up their nefarious crimes. I 
suggest to 1113 ^ Honourable friend that he is beginning at Hie wu*ong end 
and I hope that wffien he spoke he was not speaking for the Part}^ which 
IS led b^” my distinguished friend, Mr Ane^" Sir, let me say straightaway 
Hiat economic conditions are not at the bottom of the organisiation of 
terrorism These men who are at the back of the movement are, and 
have been, well supplied with funds for many ^mars They are not starv- 
ing Where do they get their recruits ? I will tell my Honourable friend, 
the Pandit, wffiere they get them from They get their recruits from 
speeches and writings such as those of my Honourable friend on the floor 
of the House the other day which are listened to by those wdiose economic 
future is dark or by those who have an unbalanced but sentimental attacb- 
inent to the country of their birth. That is wdiere they get their recruits 
fi'om. I would a-ppdal to my Honourable friend not to dabble in such 
motions as the one which he has tabled at the present time. There is 
nodiing in that. If he is really honest and sincere in his endeavour to root 
out terrorism from the land, let him go to Bengal and offer his services 
unreservedly’' to the authorities in that province who are, on the one hand, 
engaged in tlie difficult task of stamping out terrorism and, on the other 
hand, engaged in the still more difficult task of reconstructing the economic 
life of Bengal My Honourable friend is under a great misapprehension 
and so are the Leaclers of the Congress Party if they think for one moment 
that the terrorists want to free this country either politically or economi- 
cally. What the terrorists want to do is to terrorise the country and it 
does not matter -which Government is in power. They will terrorise the 
Swaraj Government of the year after next exactly in the same way as they 
are doing now 

Now, Sir, there is the final argument which my Honourable friends on 
the other >side have used alwaj’-s. They say that these movements do not 
exist — then why are you raising a bogey about them ? Terrorism, they say, 
is already being controlled and it is practically finished The speech of 
my Honourable friend, the Member from ]\Iidnapore, is a sufficient answer 
to that and the facts which a^e published practically every day show the 
existence of it. But, I want to deal for a moment with the same argument 
in reference to Communism and here I would like to refer briefly to my 
Honourable friend, the ex-Ma:/or of Bombay and the c^r-President of the 
Nationalist Association. Now, Sir, he used the argument that there were 
plenty of books about Communism and anybody could read of its general 
principles in them. I\hat was the harm ^ He did not tliink that it was 
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such R terrible thing that it had to be controlled by special methods. I 
would read to him^ first of all, the aims of the Communist Party in India, 
at least some of them, and then their methods and then a number of extracts 
fiom the aims of the Communist International on which the programme of 
the Communist Party is based. 

First of ail, the Communist Party in India aims, among others, at the 
following : 

The complete independence of India by the violent overthrow of British rule. 
The cancellation of all debts The conhseation and nationalisation of all British 
factories, banks, railways, sea and river transport and plantations 

The conliscation without compensation of all the lands, forests, and other property 
of the landlords, ruling princes, churches, the British G-ovornment, officials and money- 
lenders, {Why they should go hand m hand, I do not Jcnow), and handing them over 
for use of the toiling peasantry. Cancellation of slave agi cements and all the 
indebtedness of the peasantiy to moneylenders and banks 

Does my Honourable friend the dx-Mayor of Bombay still think th,at these 
are harmless notions 

Dr. G V. Deshmukh (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadau Urban) : 
The confiscation of debts they must have taken from England. 

Mr. F. E. James : When my Honourable friend comes into authority 
and has to deal with these Communists, does he think that these powers 
will not be necessary ? 

Now, Sir, here are some of the methods which are supposed to be 
used : 

“To develop a general strike and convert it into a general political strike. 

To develop the spontaneous peasant movement for the non-payment of rent, debts 
and taxes into an AlMudia movement and diiect it into the channels of an agrarian 
revolution. 

To develop a nation-wide movement for independence, attracting the petty 
bourgeoise to it besides workers and peasants and isolating the bourgeoise and the 
bourgeoise national Congress '' 

I am sui*e^my Honourable friends do not like these methods. 

Now, here is the programme of the Communist International on 
which the programme of the Indian Communist Party is based : 

“ Hatred of Hod and all forms of religion , destruction of private property and 
inheritance , absolute social and racial equality , promotion of class hatred ; revolu- 
tionary propaganda through the Communist International, stirring up communist 
activities m foreign countries in order to cause strikes, riots, sabotage, bloodshed, and 
civil war. 

Destruction of all forms of representative or democratic government, including civil 
liberties, such as freedom of speech or the Press, of Assembly and trial by jury.'’ 

Yet, my Honourable friend says that there is no harm in this 
Communist Party and there is no harm in this Communism. He reminds 
me of the story of three little pigs which was on the screen a short time 
ago. These three little pigs used to dance in joyous abandon and say : 

Who is afraid of the big bad wolf ^ ’’ And yet the moment the big 
bad wolf appeared, these three little pigs used to rush to get under 
the bed. When this big bad wolt becomes a reality and my Honour- 
able friend, the ex-Mayor of Bombay, sees something of its destructive 
force, I am sure he will be the first to try and place his portly body 
under Urn protection of some bed 
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Dr. G. V. Deshmiikli : You are not alluding to the Home Member 
I think. 

Mr. F. E. James : I will now deal briefly with the third aspect of 
this problem and that is the problem of communal ism. Here 1 wish to 
speak very carefully and in such a way as not to wound anybody's 
feelings. I do not want to suggest to those who have spoken about 
the third party in the matter that this constant reference to the third 
party is only shirking the real issue. They know it as well as I do. 
I would also like to remind them that this third party, however un- 
pleasant its presence may have been in the past, lias, on many occa- 
sions, saved India from a positive holocast I want to make it perfect- 
ly clear that communalism as such has no supporters in this Group. I 
want to say that if it is a fact that the communal tension today is 
greater than it has been in the past — I am not expressing any opinion 
on that, — it brings no pleasure either to the heart or mind of any 
Member of my Party. I -would echo the words of my Honourable 
friend, the Mayor of Calcutta, which he used in his speech yesterday 
when he pleaded for toleration. I suggest to the Honourable * Members 
that the issues involved are very delicate indeed and cannot be brushed 
aside by throwing the blame on the third party There is the struggle 
for power, the economic problem in Bengal particularly, there is the 
power of fanaticism in spite of moderate leaders. All these issues are 
involved in this communal problem and there are many other difficulties. 
The future of India, whether under the present Constitution or under 
the next, will depend to a very large extent on the way in which com- 
munal difficulties are faced by the leaders of the various movements. T 
may also say that as far as it lies in our powder as a small microscopic 
community in this country, we shall always be willing to lend whatever 
assistance we possibly can if it can in any wmy help towards settling 
some of these difficult communal problems. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. S. g^^tyamurti : Then give up yovr ill-cyotten eleven seats in 
Beua’al 

Mr. P. E. James : T said nothing about any seat anjvwvhere. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : You are quite comfortable. 

Mr. P. E. James : Mv Honourable friends are counting their 
chickens before they are hatched 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : But you will play the part of the 
monkey in the story of the monkey and the two cats. 

Mr. P, E James \ I want to put it to my Honourable friends that 
they cannot deny the existence of these movements 

Mr. M. Asaf All : We do 

Mr. P. E, James ; My Honourable friend would deny his very 
existence. 


Mr. _M. Asaf All ; Have yon given any number as regards the 
Communists m this country ? How many people are there Yon talk 
of Communism in such a vast country as India ! 


Mr P E James : My Honourable friend if he has the eves to see 
can read the facts in the naners. Pract.mallv everv dav he will see 
events in the country which would lead him to conclude that there^ is 
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terrorism, Communism and commiinalism existing in our land at the 
present moment. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : I was referring only to Communism 

Mr. F, E. James : I have long ago passed that part of the subject. 
Nor can the Leaders of the Congress Party deny their own responsibility 
in these matters It has been proved to the hilt in the past that the 
Congress Party, in different parts of the country, either directly or 
indirectly were connected with the terrorist movement 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Nonsense. Utter nonsense 

Mr F. E. James : Any one who has read the speech delivered the 
other day by the lloucuirablc the Leader of the House would come to 
that conclusion. That speech still remains un contra dieted. 

Mr. Sa,tyainurt.i : He has not yet hmslif^d his speech AYe will 
reply to his allegations when our turn comes. 

lyfr. F. E. James : 1 say that the Honourable Members on the 
opposite side as members of the Congress cannot shirk their responsibh 
lity in the matter. Take the question of Communism and communa- 
lism Can the Congress entirel}’' divorce themselves of responsibility m 
regard to both these two meiiaces ^ 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Yes We can 

Mr. F, E. James : Can they still affirm that, in spite of the fact 
that the contrary is proved every day, the ordinarv law of the land is 
enough ? 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Yes, perfectly. The ordinary law of the land 
is enough 

Mr. F E. James : I would remind my Honourable friend, Mr. 
SatyamurL, that, able lawyer as he is, he cannot meet terrorism with 
theories of jurisprudence or with books of law. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : You want to shoot them down ! 

Mr. F. E. James ; You cannot meet terrorism wdth the ordinary 
law of the land Even the powers that have been taken at present 
have not been sufficient to bring this movement under complete and 
absolute control. Therefore, I would ask my Honourable friends to 
let us know what is their aliernative They cannot ignore tbe existence 
of these evils They cannot affirm with any reason that they can meet 
these evils by the ordinary law of the land. Thev cannot den^^ the right 
of the State to protect itself. What solution have thev ^ot for this 
menace ^ 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Swaraj. (Hear, hear.) 

^ Mr. P E. Jaiims : What is their alternative ^ My Honourable 
friend is shouting Swaraj like a parrot May I remind mv Honourable 
trieiid that Swaraj will not bring a solution of all the evils, that flesh 
IS heir to, m spite of the fact that the Honourable Member said in his 
recent lectures in the South of India that when he got Swaraj the rain 
would fall from the heavens 

A S- Satyanrarti : I am sorry to interrupt mv ITononrable friend. 

e quo ed me, I must rise to a point of personal explanation I 
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never said that, when Swaraj comes, rams will fali directly from 
heaven What I said was, when Swaraj comes, the rams falling from 
heaven will not be allowed to go waste into the sea but will be conserved 
for irrigation purposes m this country. (Hear, hear.) (Applause ) 

Mr. F E James : My Honourable friend said a lot of things in 
India during the summer 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : So did you. 

Mr F. E. James : . . . . some of them were authorised, some of 

them were not authorised His description as given in one of the 
Congress papers as the enfant terrible of the party is not alto- 
gether unmerited. But I may tell my Honourable friends that if they 
have any constructive plan, we are prepared to consider it here and now. 
When I listened to the speech of my Honourable friend, 1 could not find 
any constructive suggestions for improAung this Bill. T£ they have no 
constructive alternative, then, as far as we are concerned, we have to 
tell the Honourable the Home Member that we want the Bill, the whole 
Bill ^nd nothing but the Bill. That is our (Inal word. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : No amendments therefore. 

Mr. F E. James : Now, my last word is in reference to the appeal 
which has been made by the Honourable Members opposite to what they 
call the libei'ty of Englishmen I am glad that they have paid us that 
compliment We are proud of it India’s position today is due to the 
fact that England is the greatest liberty-loving country m the world. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Ask Egypt, ask Ireland, ask America. You 
call England a liberty-loving country ! 

Mr. P. E James : I cannot blame my Honourable friends for not 
knowing when they are well-off. Under whom would they like to be f 
Under Itaty or Germany ? 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Under ourselves. Neither under Italy nor under 
Germany nor under you ^ 

Mr. F. E. James : Under yourself ’ 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : We will kick all of you out. 

Mr. P. E. James : My Honourable friends say they would like to 
be under themselves. Let me tell them this. They can be under 
themselves the moment they deserve to be a free and united country. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : We shall become a free and united country by 
driving you all out 

Mr. F. E. James : May I also remind my Honourable friends that 
the liberty of England of which thev have spoken so much, that liberty 
which we love and are proud of, is liberty because we have’ learned how 
to protect it. Let me give Honourable Members two pictures During 
the economic crisis, when unemployment stalked the land, when credit 
was falling and when there was the threat of starvation at the door of 
manv a home 

Mr. Sri Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : When Charles I was killed. (Laughter.) 
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Mr. F. E. James : My Honourable friend’s interruption is a 
measure of bis own intellectuality. I said, why we love our liberty f 
Because, even during those times, the head of terrorism or Communism 
had shown itself, the good sense of our people would m one united 
blow have shattered its hopes. I would remind my Honourable friends 
of what happened in England diiring the general strike The general 
strike was a strike which was engoieerea by ihe Trades Union 
iJongiess. IL was interpreted by tne people of in> country as an 
atleinpt by a section to intimidate the whole community What 
happened ^ Every one, whether he came from the uinversity or 
whether he came from the workshop, came to the rescue of Government 
and determined 1o show the I’raclcs thiion Congress that the community 
Ox England would never lie intimidated by one section. And the whole 
Ox the middle classis enrolled and made it possible for that strike to 
be called off and for England once more to be called the land of liberty. 
What haiipens here During tiie last 15 years terrorism has shown 
its head. What has been ilie attitude of my Honourable friends 
opposite AYhat has been the aruinde of Ihe dominant party m the 
land That parly did not figlil it in ihe beginning {Cries of We 
have, always.'’) That party was inextricably mixed up m Bengal 
with tlie terrorist organisation {Cries of No ") — these are facts 
winch my Honourable friends cannot possibly refute. You can have 
your liberty if you know how to protect it. Liberty is not only some- 
thing that grows m genial soil , but il is something that has to be pro- 
tected and guarded , and until the common people of the land know 
how to protect themselves against those influences that are directed 
against their owm liberties, the State must protect them For liberty, 
let me remind my friends, is not secure save in the hands of dis- 
cipline ” 

Mr Abdul Matin Ohaudhury (Assam Muhammadan) : Sir, the 
Honourable Ihe Home Member in concluding his speech appealed to the 
Members of this House to discuss this measure 'without any heat or passion 
For my own part, Sir, I intend to respect that appeal. I would like to 
examine in the light of cold logic whether, under the circumstances that 
exist today, w^e cannot afford to dispense wdth this Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act Tn recent years, Sir, we have passed through very tumultuous 
times The Congress had thrown a challenge to Government by launching 
the Civil Disobedience Movement. Terrorism had raised its head T think 
the year 19'12 marked a peak year of terrorist activities Since then o-^ving 
to the energetic action taken by Government and the open and lui equivocal 
condemnation of terrorism by the public and the press the movement to 
a large extent has subsided It has been broncrlit under control The 
Civil Disobedience Movement, according to Government themselves is in 
abeyance The only question with which 'we are concerned is whether in 
the tranquil atmosphere in which we live today we can arm the executive 
with the power which they do not need to exercise ; and on that quest-ion 
T think them is only one answer possible, and that is an emphatic negative. 
It has been said. Sir, that any relaxation of control will lead to the revival 
of terrorist activities. We all know, Sir, that the cult of terroiism 
thrives most in- an atmosphere of intense political excitement and when 
that atmosphere is absent, when that stimulus is absent, that movement 
slackens : it dies of inanition. The terrorists were most active during 
the Anti-Partilion agitation days Terrorism was again revived during 
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tile political turmoil of recent years Xow, Sir, wliile we can eoiieede that 
tlie resort to exti*aordinary measures may be justified in dealino- witli 
sucb an emeigem situation as existed a few years ago, witli the cc^.ation 
of that emergencv the necessity for the legislation also ceases 1o exist. 
The Legislature cannot be expected to arm the executive with luiconi > (died 
power over the liberty of the citizens when the emergency that led to 
the bestowal of that power no longer exists Xo\y viuit is the situation in 
the country today ? I shall qtiole the testimony of an astute obsc'^ncr of 
political events like Sir Stanley Eeed. After a visit to this country Sir 
Stanley Reed says tliat the country is weary of the political struggle 
and IS anxious to get along with a constructive cFort m the sphere of 
polit’cs Is rhis an ocresioii to enact more represbi\'e laws in the 
country ? His Excellency the Viceroy in one of his addresses ]>efare 
this House had said that in course of time the protagonists of direct 
action would be caught in the current of constructive forces whifdi advent 
of Reforms was releasing on all sides His prophecy has been more than 
fulfilled Ts this then the occasion, T would ask the Home Memher^ to 
enact a measure like this ? The Honourable the Home Member has dis- 
covered a new and additional reason, a reason that was not advan^Hul be- 
fore, for the euaeiment of this measure. He has told us very gravely that 
the communal situation was never more tense than it is today. T entirely 
differ from that view With all respect due to the Honourable the 
Home Member I differ from his appreciation of the situation I main- 
tain, Sir, that the sii nation was never more favourable for communal 
settlement than it is today. With all the agitation over the GovernimMit 
of India Act over and wdth a growing desire on the part of the Congress- 
man to unrlcrstaiid and appreciate and accommodate the Muslim point of 
view, T think we are nearer a communal settlement today than at any 
time before. In fact, Sir, we were within an ace of getting a communal 
settlement in A])riJ as a result of Jinnah-Rajendra Prasad conversations. 
I am not unmindful of the situation that may develope over Shaliidgunj 
affair, but I am assured that a peaceful settlement of this question is not 
beyond the bounds of practical politics Communal bitterness, communal 
tension and communal riots were at their worst in the years 1921-22, 
1924-25 and 192G 27 : but in those years Government never thought it 
necessarj^ tj introduce any measure to deal with the communal situation 
and noiv that the situation is returning to normal, the Government now 
put fonvard, as a justification for the continuance of the measure, the 
existence of communal tension in the country. That argument, it seems 
to me, is the least convincing. It seems that the Government is anxious 
to keep their armoury well equipped not so much for present or imnoMiate 
use as for any emergency that may arise in the future As for the future, 
are now on the threshold of a new era of constitutional reforms How- 
ever much the Government of India Act may fall short of our expeefar 
tions, it cannot be denied that in the sphere of provincial administration, 
proviucial autonomy marks a definite advance. If the parliamentary 
system of Government is to be given a fair trial in this country, it is 
essential that everv school of political thought should be e-iven (?omplcte 
freedom of organisation of unhampered propaganda to .advocate their 
own policy and programme. Now, it is quite possible that such organisa- 
tion and such propaganda may undermine the position of the partv in 
power in a particular province, and in that case it would be to the interest 
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of tJiat party in power to use all tiieir influoiice to counteract those activi- 
ties. I wili give you an example. Supposing in Madras the Justice 
Party talies up the Ministry ; and suppose that the Congress Socialists 
under the icadeiship of my Honourable friend, Professor Panga, carry on 
an agitation and propaganda, organising peasants and workers chrough- 
out the pro-vTiice, educating the electorate and denouncing by the way the 
bourgeosie mentality and the bureaucratic policy and the capitalistic out- 
look of the Justice Ministry, if the Professor becomes too obnoxious there 
is a great tempi ation for the Justice Ministry to denounce the Peasants 
and Workers Organisation as a Communist organisation and put him into 
jail. My friend, Mr. Joshi, was telling me the other day that a member 
of the Bombay Corporation in liis speech once said that he was surpiiscd 
how Go^ernnlent could, every time, nominate a Communist like Mr. Joshi 
to the Legislative Assembly. . . . 

Sir Gliulam Hussain Hidayatallah (Sind Jagirdars and Zamindars : 
Landholders) . I may assure him that Mr. Joshi is not a Communist. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury : Just as the present Government use 
the power under this Act to defend and consolidate their own position, 
so it IS quite likely that the future Ministers also will try and use the 
powers under this Act to crush their political adversaries, that is a con- 
tingency which we want to avoid. Once you depart from the principles 
by which the fundamental rights of the citizens are secured, there is no 
knowing where the mischief will end. It will pave the way for autocracy 
and despotism. Conscious of the power over the freedom and liberty of 
their own political adversaries, the party in power is sure to disregard and 
treat with contempt public opinion, and public criticism j and this will 
be fatal for the growth of parliamentary institutions in this country. 
There is no reason to suppose that the future Councils that are coming 
into being with the inauguration of the reforms will not, in an emergency, 
rise equal to the occasion or refuse to grant the executive the power when 
they need it The sense of irresponsibility, which is sometimes associated 
witli the attitude of non-official Members towards Government measures, 
is not going to be a feature of the Councils that are coming into being 
with the inauguration of the Reforms With the prospect of themselves 
assuming the reins of the Government m case of the downfall of a 
Ministry, the opposition will scrutinise every Government measure with 
a due sense of r(‘S])onsibility ; and in an emergency they are hardly likely 
to refuse sanction to a measure which they themselves may have to promul- 
gate when they assume the reins of office. Under these circumstances, 
in view of the situation that exists today in the country and in vie^v of 
the changes that are coming wdth the introd action of the Reforms, I think 
the enactment of this measure is entirely unjustifiable. 

With regard to the section dealing wnth the press : m 1931, the Gov- 
ernment were faced with the revival of terrorist activities in a very acute 
form ; and, as one of the measures to deal with that situation, they 
issued an Ordinaijce controlling the press : the main features of that 
Ordinance v/ere, later on, put on the Statute-book. The ground on which 
they urged the enactment of that measure on the previous occasion was 
this : they said that an emergency had arisen because of the revival of 
the terrorist movement, and a section of the press by their eulogy of 
murders gave incentive and stimulus to that movement, and Government 
needed power to deal with them. In fact the Press Act was called the 
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Press Eiiiergency Act and it was made a temporar}^ measure. Now, the 
temporary period over and the Government want to enact it in perma- 
meiit form. I am not going to argue whether the terrorists receive their 
inspiration from the newspaper writings or whether they reeehe their 
inspiration from standard books of English literature or from the inci- 
dents of Engjisli history or from the recent successes of the Irish Kepiib- 
lican Party who by their methods of violence forced the Government 
to capitulate. My owm impression is that the Chittagong Armoury raiders 
derived their inspiration more from the guerilla warfare of the Irisii Re- 
publieation Army than from any double column hemiliPo in the nationalist 
press. But for the sake of argum'ent, T am prepared to concede that In 
the year 1931 circumstances justified the enactment of this measure, and 
that the knowledge that the Government had tins weapon in their armoury 
tended to curb the excessive zeal of the leader writers in the nationalist 
press and that the Assembly in 1932 agreed to curtail the po'wer of the 
press and took the risk of its possible abuse by the authorities because the 
authorities insisted that there was a great menace threatening the eoiintry 
and they needed the power to deal with it. Government gave us an 
assurance on that oe.easion that the powers would be very judiciously 
exercised. Wliat is the situation todaj^ That emergency no loiurer 
exists, and wiiatcver the justification there might or might not have been 
for the einuilraent of this measure in 1931, today that justification no 
longer exists Sir, the situation in the country at the present timi* is 
such that such a measure as this is entirely unnecessary That is my 
view of the slluafion. If there is excitement anywhere, it is in the Home 
Department of the Government of India who are very busy forging wea- 
pons wdiich are not necessary and manufacturing justifications which may 
appear plausible. Now, Sir, if, in 1931, a certain vsection of the press 
eulogised murder, I think even my friend, Sir Abdul Ilalmi Ghuznavi, will 
admit that in reeomt months, the most characteristic feature of the writ- 
ings in the Indian press has been an expression of loyalty to the Throne 
and eulogy of the Silver Jubilee. . . . 

Sir Abdul Halim G-huznavi (Dacca cum Mymensingh • Muhammadan 
Rural) : Which are those papers ? 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury : I think every section of tlie Indian 
press co-operated with authorities to make the Silver Jubilee a 
succiess Even the Congress papers co-operated with the movement . , 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi . I did not get any co-operatioii in Cal- 
cutta. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury : Even well-known Congress news- 
papers went out of their way to publish Jubilee Supplements, and, I 
think, Coiipess newspapers like the Hindustan Times and the Hindu 
pi iblislied Sup pi em ent s 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi : But they were making money over it. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury : I am sure even the Government will 
admit that there has been a distinct improvement in the tone and the 
teuiper of the Indian press in regard to their attitude towards terrorism. 
The policy of condemning the deed and admiring the motive has given 
place to a policy of unreserved condemnation of terrorists and their 
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activities ; you canuot say that this change attitude is not entirely due 
to the existence of the press, because, Sir, the most that the press^ Acts 
can do, is to prevent direct and indirect laudation of terrorist activities j 
but it ’cannot extort whole-hearted condemnation unless the press is 
genuinely anxious to eradicate the evil It is perfectly clear from the 
writings in the Nationalist press that they are anxious to co-operate with 
the authorities to uproot the evil. And, in Bengal particularly, they are 
making sincere efforts to co-operate with the authorities to wean the terror- 
ists back from pursuing their misguided activities 

Sir, it is \ery often said that this Press Act is directed not against 
the well conducted and responsible papers, but it is directed against only 
those irresponsible extremist papers where writings have got a tendency 
to incite people to deeds of violence, and the well conducted papers,_ there- 
fore, need have no fear whatever on account of the operation of this Act 
Our past experience belies that assumption. Whenever the Press Act 
was before the House, Government was always assuring us that tliis Act 
would be directed only against those papers who incite people to deeds 
of violence. AVe are asked to believe in the infallible discretion of the 
District Magistrate ; we are asked to believe in the judicial fairness of 
the Local Government, but these assurances in most cases are more 
honoured in their breach than in observance. I will give the House one 
classical instance of the abuse of the Press Act by the authorities a’he 
Press Act of 1910 was enacted to deal with those writings which directly 
or indirectly encouraged anarchical crimes. Now, Sir, against whom was 
this Act directed V The most celebrated ease under the Press Act of 
1910 was the Comrade case, and why was the security demanded from the 
editor of the Comrade Honourable Members who are not aware of the 
history of that case will be surprised to hear that security was demanded 
from the Coturade for publishing an humanitarian appeal. During the 
Balkan War, in Bulgaria, the Macedonian bandits committed inhuman 
atrocities on ’Turkish population. Sir Adam Block, who was the Chair- 
man of the Imperial Ottoman Bank at Constantinople, issued an appeal 
to all the civilized world, describing the atrocities The appeal iva-s 
called “ come over to Macedonia and help us ”. Mr. Mahomed Ali, — ^he 
was not Maulana in those days, — aristocratic and fashionable Mr Mohamed 
All a familiar figure in the social circles of the bureaucracy — committed 
the ’atrocious crime of publishing that appeal in his paper, and, therefore, 
he v^as asked to furnish security. He then appealed to the High Court, 
and the Chief Justice, Sir Lawrence Jenkins, who paid the highest tribute 
to the editor, said that under the provisions of the Act no relief could be 
granteil to the aiipellant. That is how the Press Act is being adminisiered. 

Now. Sir, X want to address my remarks to my Muhammadan friends 
of this Assembly. Muslims have kept away from terrorist activities. 
Mussalmans except in the frontier have kept away, as a community, 
from the Civil Disobedience Movement, and still, Sir, proportionately 
speaking, the Mussulman press has suffered most from the operation of 
this Press Act. We have got only a handful of Muslim newspajiers ; they 
can be counted on the fingers of one hand, and yet. Sir, within tlie last 
5 years the Press Act has been in operation, 61 Muslim papers have ceased 
publication because of the operation of the Press Act. (Cheers from the 
Congress Party Benches ) Can the Honourable the Home Member tell 
me whether during the same period of 5 years another 61 journals have 
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been started and are still on circulation ? My point is tMs tliat laore 
Muslim papers have succumbed to this Press Act than have survived it. 
Tins Press Act has strangled the Muslim press in the past, and it will con- 
tinue to strangle it m the future. And I would ask my Muslim friends 
here — are they going to be a party to the passing of a measure that will 
cripple the growth of the Muslim press in tins countxy ? I would leave 
them to answer that question. For every Muslim press that goes out of 
existence, because of the operation of this Act, the responsibility will be 
on the head of those Muslim Members who by their vote will support the 
passing of this measure. (Cheers from the Congress Party Benches.) 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
the 12lh Beplemher, 1935. 
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Thursday, 12th September, 1935, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim) in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERSl 

lNDIA3SriSATI01Sr OF THE PoSTS OF ChAIRMEJST OF THE PoRT TrUSTS IN InBIA. 

288. ^'Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the fact that not 
one of the seven Chairmen of the Port Trusts in Indu. is 
an Indian ; 

(h) whether they propose to take any steps to redress this racial 
inequality ; and 

(c) if not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) Yes. 

(5) and (c). The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the 
reply given to part (b) of bis question No. 731 on the 8tli March, 1935, 
and to the supplementary questions and answers thereto where the whole 
matter is discussed in great detail. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know why the Government of India are 
against any Statutory provision for increasing the number of Indians 
on these Port Trusts, with a view to getting at least a few Indians elected 
as Chairmen of some of these Port Trusts ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I believe that, in 
the supplementaries to the previous question, the Honourable the Finance 
Member has given an answer to that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I was told that that might raise racial considera- 
tions. I asked the question then, but I did not get an answer. I ask 
now the Honourable the Commerce Member with more hope, what is 
the racial consideration involved in reserving chairmanships of Indian 
Port Trusts to Indians ? Why do the Government think that, in India, 
Tndiairs should no-t be protected as against other races ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The Honourable 
Member says that he put that question to the Honourable the Elnance 
Member, and I have no doubt that he received a reply when he put 
that question. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; I did not, and, therefore, I am asking the 
Honourable the Commerce Member who is now replying, he himself 
being an Indian. I ask why he thinks or the Government think that 
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reserving membership or chairmanship to Indians on Indian Port Trusts 
is a racial matter. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It is immaterial 
v^hether the question is put to a European Member or an Indian Mem- 
ber of Government. The position of Government with regard to these 
Port Trusts is that, as the Indianisation of Services continues, there Avill 
be a larger and larger number of Indians on the Port Trusts, and Gov- 
ernment do not think it is either feasible or desirable to introduce 
legislation to reserve a certain proportion of membership to Indians as 
such. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : What are the reasons why Government do not 
think it desirable that Indianisation should proceed much more rapidly 
in this branch of public administration, than it does today ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : If Government 
take the action suggested, it would amount to disqualification of a 
particular race, and that is the racial consideration involved. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why should Europeans not he disqualified in 
this country ? This is Indians^ country, and not Europeans' country. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Eahim) : Next ciuestion. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : One more supplementary question, Sir. May 
I kiiow why, in Chittagong uniformly, the Agent of the Assam Bengal 
Railway is made a member and Chairman again and again of the Port 
Trust there ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I do not know 
that any special answer is necessary. Agents of Raihvays are often 
members of Port Trusts, and, if an Agent is appointed Chairman, I do 
toot think there is any extraordinary reason behind it. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government considered the inconvenience 
caused to Indian merchants, exporters and importers, by the contisnious 
presence of a European as Chairman ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : In Chittagong, 
a European has not been continuously Chairman of the Port Trust. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 
No. 289. 


Constitution of a Permanent Tariff Board. 


" 289, ^Mr. S Satyamurti : Will Government bo pleased to state : 

(a) whether they have come to any decision on the question of con- 

stituting a permanent Tariff Board ; 

(b) whether they have considei'ed the evil effects of appointing 

ad hoc Tariff Boards from time to time ; and 

(c) when they propose to come to a decision on this question ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; {a) Government 
arb ^till of opinion that it is unnecessary to constitute a permanent 
Tariff Board. 


_ (?0 Government do not admit that evil effects result from the ap- 
pointment of ad hoc Tariff Boards. ^ 
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(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : May I know wky Government have not yet come 
to a conclusion in favour of a permanelit Tariff Board, especially in 
view of the fact that it is a judicial or at least a quasi-j^udieial body 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafriillah Khan : Government do not 
consider that that is any reason for constituting a permanent Tariff 
Board. 

Mx. S. Satyamurti ; With regard to the answer to part (6) of the 
question, have Government considered in their recent appointment of the 
ad hoc Tariff Board for textile duties, that they have appointed two 
gentlemen, one of whom is a representative of British commerce, and 
the other, a violent supporter of the Mody-Lees and Ottawa Pacts ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : If the reference 
is to Sir Alexander Murray, he is not a representative of British com- 
merce. He was, I believe, connected for a long time with a firm that 
carried on business in jute in Bengal. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : For whom ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : For that firm. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : For Britain. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : In the interests 
both of that firm and of India And he has been Chairman of the 
Associated Chambers of India and Ceylon He has been a meml)t*r of 
the Bengal Legislative Coimeil. He has been a Member of the late 
Imperial Legislative Council, he has been a Member of the Coiuicii of 
State, he has been a Member of this House, he has been a member of 
three Royal Commissions. He has twice represented India in luternation- 
al Labour Conventions at Washington and Geneva. With regard to the 
other gentleman, whether the reference is to Diwan Bahadur A. 
Ramaswami Mudaliar, or to Mr. Fasal Ibrahim Rahimtoola, I do not 
think that the allegation that they are violent supporters, either of one 
pact or the other, is justified. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I am overwhelmed, but may I ask whether, 
apart from being violent, Diwan Bahadur Ramaswami Mudaliar is not 
a supporter of British preference, that is to say, of both the Mody-Lees 
Pact and the Ottawa Pact, and what are the reasons why Government 
appointed him to this Committee, considering that it has got to iuake 
very important recommendations on this particular matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government 
appointed Diwan Bahadur Ramaswami Mudaliar, because they thought 
that ha was an excellent choice for this Committee. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I have no doubt about that, that suits them ; 
but I am asking only one more question. Have Government considered 
that appointing gentlemen to ad hoc Tariff Boards creates in them a 
feeling that they will not he there for ever, and, theref£ore, they find 
themselves in a more difficult position than they would be, if they were 
permanently appointed ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No, I do not 

agree. 
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Mr. S. Satyamiirti : May I know whether the Government propose 
to come to a decision on this question, namely, of having a permanent 
Tariff Board, and, if so, when § Part (b) of the question. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The answer to 
the first part of the question which I read out was that Government are 
still of opinion that it is unnecessary to constitute a permaiieni Tariff 
Board. The next question is, when will your intentions change, when 
Will your opinion change. I am unable to say whether it will change, 
and, if it does, when. 

Prof N. G. Eanga : In view of the fact that, in the interests of the 
consumers, protection should be granted only for so long and for such 
industries as there is a necessity, will Government consider the advisabi- 
lity of establishing a permanent Tariff Board to make enquiries from 
time to time to see whether the industries which are given protection' 
are properly run and efficiently managed and that the protection is 
given only for the time being ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have heard 
the Hononrable Member, hut I am quite unable to follow the question. 

Mr. President (The Hononrable Sir Abdnr Eahim) : Next qnestion. 

t290.’»' 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I do not put qnestion No. 290. That has been 
already answered. I put No. 291. 


New Type of Aeeoplaio: for Operation in India. 

291, ^Mr. S Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased 1o slaie . 

(a) whether it is a fact that a new type of aeroplane for operation 
in India and the middle East is at present undergoing trials 
before experts of the Air ministry in London ,* 

(&) whether it is intended to use them for North-West Frontier 
work ; and 

(c) whether Government propose to continue the work of bombing 
the villages, and ff so, why ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (a) and (5). The answer is in the 
negative. 

(c) The position of the Government of India has always been that 
they are prepared to subscribe to any general international convention 
regarding the abolition of military aircraft, but that in the absence of 
such a convention they are not prepared to deprive themselves unilaterally 
of the use of a weapon which, in certain circumstances and subject to the 
restrictions and safeguards that are invariably imposed on its employ- 
ment, has proved itself an effective and economical adjunct to the pre- 
servation of the peace of the Frontier 

Mr. S. Sat3ramurti : Is it or is it not a fact that International Con- 
ferences have been asking for the abolition of bombing from the air on 
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the civilian population, and that the Government of Great Britain 
opposed that International Convention ? 

Mr. G. E. F, Tottenham : No. That is not a fact. 

Mr. S. Satyamiirti ; Were the Government of India consul ieo about 
the abolition of bombing from the air on civilian population ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : With reference to the Disarmament Con- 
iereiice ? Yes, their views were asked for. 

Mr. S. Satyamurii : What were the views of the Goveimment of 
India ? 

Mi\ G. R. F. Tottenham : I have just stated them. 

Mr. S, Satyamiirti ; May I take it that the Government of India 
are against the abolition of bombing from air on the civil population ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : The Government of India were prepared, 
as I said, to subscribe to any general conveiiLion for the abolition of 
military aircraft, but they were not prepared in advance of any such gene- 
ral agreement to deprive themselves of a particular weapon which, 
under certain circumstances, can be and is of great value. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : May I lake it that the position of the Govern- 
ment of India is this — that, unless all military aircraft is abolished al- 
together, they will not give up bombing from air on the civil popula- 
tion ? 

Mr. G. R. F, Tottenham : I have explained as clearly as I can what 
the policy of the Government is, but I must object to the statement th&\> 
the policy of the Government is, or ever has been, to bomb the civil 
population. We have never done that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; May I know whether they are willing to 
abolish unilaterally, if I may put that question to Mr. Tottenham, 
bombing from air on the civil population ? 

Mir. G. R. F. Tottenham : We have never bombed the civil popula- 
tion. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Did the Government of India 
raise their voice when Great Britain wanted exception in favour of 
the North-West Frontier, Iraq and other places ^ 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : The Government of India agreed with 
His Majesty’s Government that it would be legitimate to make this 
reservation regarding police bombing in their own areas. They agreed 
to the establishment of the convention prohibiting bombing as an 
international weapon, but accepted the reservation of retaining the 
power of air bombing for police purposes in their own areas. That 
was at a certain stage in the Disarmament Conference 

Prevention of Congressmen from visiting Quetta. 

292. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state 
whether their policy of preventing Congressmen from visiting Quetta had 
any political considerations behind it ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The answer is in the negative. 
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Saeeguabding op the Interests op Indian in Zanzibar. 

293. “'Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena ; (a) Have Givenuuent made any 
representation to His Majesty’s Government with a view to .safeguard- 
ing the interests of Indians in Zanzibar as recommended by Jlr. K. P. S. 
Menon in his report ? 

(h) If so, what has been the result of the representation ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and {b) The attention of the 
Hmioiirable Member is invited to the reply given by me on tbe 4th 
September, 193-5, to Sir. S. Satyamurti’s question No. 118. 

Imposition op a Prohibitive Import Duty on Zanzibar Cloves. 

294 =‘Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Is it a fact that the Indians in 
Zanzibar have asked Government to impose prohibitive import duty on 
Zanzibar eioAC-s ? If so, have Government considered the advisability of 
legislating accordingly ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The answer to the first pari of the 
question is in the affirmative As regards the second part, the atten- 
tion of the Honourable klember is invited to the reply given by me on 
the 5th September, 1935, to part (c) of Mr. S. Satyamurti’s question 
No. 144. 

Mr Mohan Lai Saksena : Are Government aware that Indians in 
Zanzibar passed a Resolution urging upon the Government of India to 
take immediate action including imposition of prohibitive duty on 
cloves ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai ; Government have received a copy of 
that Resolution. 

Mr Mohan Lai Saksena : What action have the Government of 
India taken ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I explained that in my reply to Mr. 
Satyamurti the other day. 

Treaty op Commerce and Navigation between Great Britain and 

Zanzibar. 

295. ^‘Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : (a) Is it a fact that a treaty of 
friendship, commerce and navigation exists between Great Britain and 
Zanzibar ? 

(6) If so, will Government state whether they have considered if the 
provisions of Clove Growers’ Association and clove importers’ decrees are 
in contravention of the provisions of the aforesaid treaty and further 
'whether the proi isions of other decrees in question are in consistence with 
its provisions ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) The attention of the Honourable 
JHemher is invited to the statement laid on the table of the House with 
Reference to the reply given to starred question No. 1322 asked by Mr. 
S. Satyamurti on the 2nd April, 1935. 

(h) Tn view of the fact that the treaty referred to bv the Honour- 
able Member is uo longer in force, this question does not .arise. 
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Bissatiseaction among Indians in Fiji due to the Proposed Change in 

THE System of Eepresentation in Municipalities and the Legislative 

Council. 

296 ^'Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : (a) Is it a fact that steps ave being 
taken by the Government in Fiji to replace the present system of repre- 
sentation ill mimicipaliiies and the Legislative Council in Fiji by the 
system «>f nomination ^ 

( b ) Are Government aware that the proposed change has caused great 
dissatisfaction among Indians in Fiji ? 

(e) If so, what steps, if any, do Government propose to take to stop 
the proposed change in the system of representation ? 

(d) Did the Colonies Committees, appointed by tl’e Government of 
India, submit to the Colonial Office any memoranda on the position of 
Indians in Fiji ? 

(e) If so. v/ill Government be pleased to state what recommendations, 
if any, it made regarding municipal franchise 1 

(/) Did the Colonial Office take any action on them ? If so, what 1 

i q) Is the proposed change in the system of representation in conform- 
ity with the above mentioned recommendations ? 

(/?-) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of sending, 
at an early date, a mission of enquiry to Fiji to study the situation on the 
spot and to report on the problems now confronting Indians in that 
colony ? 

(i) Is it a fact that Indians in Fiji have asked for such an enauiry ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : {a) to (r). I would refer the Honour- 
able Member to the reply given by me on the 5tii September, 1985, to 
Mr. Avinashilingani Chettiar^s question No. H9. 

(rZ) to {g). With regard to municipal councils, the facts are these. 
There are two Municipal Councils in Fiji of whom only one, viz , Suva, 
is of importance to Indians. Under the Municipal Institutions 
Ordinance of 1909, this Council was composed of members elected on 
a common electoral roll, but as the franchise was restricted to persons 
who could read, write and speak the English language, and the town 
of Suva was one single constituency, no Indian was ever elected to this 
council The Colonies Committee referred to by the Honourable Mem- 
ber suggested that in order to ensure Indian representation on the 
Municipal Council of Suva, the principal Indian vernaculars should be 
recognised as qualifying a person to vote, on the same footing as English, 
and the town should be divided into wards. This recommendation, 
though supported by the Government of India, was not accepted by the 
Colonial Office. The choi^’e thus lay between no representation of 
Indians and representation in equal strength with the other communities, 
on a basis of nomination for all. The Government of India saw no ob- 
j'ection to this arrangement, provided that this could be secured with- 
out nrejudiee to its subsequent revision, should circumstances make this 
nossible, on the basis of a common electoral roll and recognition of 
Indian vernaculars as qnalifvinsr tests for the mnnicinal francys^^ bn 
the same terms as English. They have acquiesced in the change from 
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the old system, wliicli left the Indian unrepresented, to the present 
•v^hieh gives him equal representation with Europeans and Fijians on 
a nominated Municipal Council, on this understanding, 

(A) The matter is under consideration. 

{i) The Indian Association of Fiji have asked for an enquiiy. 

Mr Mohan Lai Saksena : When does the next election to the Legis- 
lative Council take place V 

Sir Hirja Shankar Bajpai : The term of the Legislative Council has 
been extended by a period not exceeding one year in order to enable 
the dillereiit interests concerned to be consulted on tins question of 
iiommatioii versus election. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Are the Government of India sending a 
representation on behalf of Indians in Fiji to the Colonial Office 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : In reply to a question hv Mr. Satyamurti 
the other day, I stated that the Government of India would be sending 
their representation to the Colonial Office after eoiisulling the Standing 
Emigration Committee of the Legislature. 

Eepeesentation eeom ceetaix Driveks of the Moradabai) Division, 

East Indian Railway. 

297. Mohan Lai Saksena : (a) Will Government he pleased 
to state if the Railway Board have received any representation from Abdul 
Shakoor and other drivers working in the Moradabad Sub-division of the 
East Indian Rail-way ? If so, what action have Government taken on 
it ? 

(1) Is it a fact that in 1931 when they were made to accej)t reduced 
•pay as a measure o£ economy, they were given an assurance 1hat, on the 
improvement of -financial position, they ‘would be given the pay to which 
they w^ould have been entitled in case they \^ere drawing their original 
pay ? 

(c) If so, why has their pay not been restored in accordance with the 
aforesaid assurance f 

Mr. P, R. Ban : The attention of the Honourable Member is invited 
to the information laid on the table of the Ho-use on the 2nd Septem- 
ber, 1935, in reply to his starred question No 395 asked on the 21st 
February, 1935. 

Appointment of a Committee by the Congress Party in the Assembly to 

ENQUIRE into AND REPORT UPON THE ADMINISTRATION OF REPRESSIVE 

Laws in Bengal. 

298. *^Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena i (a) Are Government aware 
of the appointment of a Committee by the Congress Party in this House 
to enquire into and report upon the administration of repressive laws in 
Bengal ! 

(A) Is it a fact that the Government of India, in consult atico. with 
the Bengal Government, have issued a circular to the effect that the corres* 
pondence of the members of the Committee be specially censored and that 
the report of the Committee should not be allowed to be published f 
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(c) If so^ will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of 
the aforesaid circular ? 

(d) 'Will Government be pleased to state the reasons for issuing met 
a circular f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik ; (a) Yes 

(b), (c) and (d). If such a circular had been issued, it would 
necessarily have been of a confidential nature and an answer to these 
parts of the Honourable Member’s question would, therefore, amount 
to 'giving publicity to the existence and contents of a confidential 
document, which would be contrary to the public interest 

Prof. M. G. Ranga : Was such a circular issued at all f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I say that if such a circular had 
been issued, it would necessarily be of a confidential nature, and it 
would be contrary to the public interest to give publicity either to the 
existence or the contents of a confidential dociimeiii 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Are Government avv-are of the United 
Press message of the 30th May, reporting that such a circular had been 
issued and which runs as follows : 

“ The United Press reliably understands that the Government of India after con- 
sultation vith Provincial Governments especially the Government of Bengal, have finally 
decided to put a ban on the Eeport of the Committee appointed by the Assembly Congress 
Party to investigate and report on the question of repression in Bengal. The Govern*- 
ment vmws this move on the part of the Congress with disfavour and allege that the 
Committee is collecting deliberately one-sided information which is calculated to bring 
the Government of India into contempt not only m this country but in the ejes of tho 
nations of the world. It is understood that strict censorship has been advised to be 
kept on the correspondence between members of the Committee and immediately the 
rejjort is ready to forfeit it under the Press Act. 

Is it a fact that a circular havs been issued on these lines ’ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I have already said that T cannot 
answer that. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Is the Honourable Member aware that my 
correspondence is being strictly censored ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : No, Sir. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Will the Honourable Member believe me 
v/hen I say that letters addressed by two Honourable Members of this 
Assembly were despatched to me, but they have not been delivered to 
me ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I have no knowledge about 

that. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Will the Honourable Member 
kindly make inquiries and find out ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No, Sir 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Why not ! 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • Next ques- 
tion. 
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Publicity given to the Pabt-delivereb Speech op the Law Member 

ON Mb^ B. Das’s Indian Criminal Law iAfENBMENT (Eepeal) Bill, 

299. Mohan Lai Saksena : (a) Is it a tact that the part-deli v^er- 
ed speecJi of (■he Law Member in connection with Mr. 1>. i)as\s Bill to 
repeal Criminal Law Amendment Act was sent to various Local Govern- 
ments with instructions that it may be translated and distributed among 
the public ^ 

ib) Is it a fact tliat special efforts were made to give publicity to 
that speech ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) and (5). Government con- 
sidered that the speech contained information of great importance which 
was not generally known to the public and that it merited wider circula- 
tion than it vould obtain through the Press and for these reasons they 
arranged for copies of the speech to be widely distributed. 

Pvof. N. G-. Eanga : Why is it that Mr. Das’s speech was not also 
circularised simultaneously, so that the public might be able to get an 
impartial idea of -that debate ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : That was for Mr. Das to do. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Is this the first time that speeches delivered by 
Honourable Members of the Government are specially circularised to 
various Local Governments, with a view to giving them instructions to 
give them further publicity ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : It has been done frequently. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : What was the hurry about it ^ What was 
the hurry about circulating the speech before it was actually com- 
pleted ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The hurry was this that, obvious- 
ly, the speech could not be completed before a period of at least six 
months. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Do Government consider it fair to circulate a 
one-sided speech, wilbout giving the Opposition an opportunity of nieet- 
ing those one-sided facts They may be false facts. Without, at the 
same time, affording an opportunity to the Opposition to contradict 
those statements of so-called fact, is it fair on the part of the Government 
to circulate only a one-sided speech ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : That is a 
matter of opinion. Next question. 

Unemployment Problem. 

oOO. ’^Mr, Mohan Lai Saksena : (a) Are Government aware 

that lately there have been reports in the press of suicides by indhdduals 
and whole families on account of unemployment ? 

(h) Have Government taken any steps to tackle the problem of un- 
employment in the centrally-administered areas ^ 

(c) Have Government got any information regarding the extent of 
unemployment prevailing amongst the educated classes of the centrally- 
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adiriinistered areas ? If not, are Government prepared to make neces- 
sary ai'rangenients for collecting statistics in ihis connection ? 

(d) Do Government also propose to consider the advisability of 
appoijiting an enquiry committee ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. 6. Mitchell : (a) I have seen one or two 
reports of individual suicides attributed to unemployment : I am not 
aware of oases of suicide by whole families. 

ih) Yes. 

(c) 1 would refer to the answer I have already given to Mr. Asaf 
Ali’s starred question No. 265. 

(d) Government do not propose to appoint a committee to deal with 
the centrally-administered areas 

Prof. M. G. Eanga : Will Government please consider the advisability 
of establishing some labour exchanges and employment bureaus in 
centrally-administered areas ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : There is no such proposal. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Did Government take any steps to verify 
the reports published in the papers ? 

The Honourable Mr. D G MitcheH : No, Sir. 

Mr M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : In reply to clause (c) of the 
question, I gather, the answer was that no steps are being taken by the 
Government of India to organise unemployment relief and that no statis- 
tics have been gathered till now. If the Government propose at some 
future date to adopt or undertake such relief measures, is it not necessary 
for them to know what exactly is tbe number of people unemployed 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : It is no doubt most desirable 
to have that information if the information could be compiled in a form 
in which one could place any reliance, but the difSciilty is that to com- 
pile statistics of unemployment is a practically impossible task. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Are not similar statistics col- 
lected in America and England ? Does not the Honourable Member 
know that there are ten millions of unemployed people in America ^ 

The Honourable Mr D G. Mitchell : Unemployment is a nega- 
tive thing, and it is very difficult to establish a negative The figures 
referred to, which are obtained in other eountrieis, do not relate to 
negative things. They are called statistics of unemployment but 
they are, as a matter of fact, statistics of positive things, that is, of per- 
sons who are in receipt of relief of varioms kinds. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : How is relief given before it 
is known how many there are who are unemployed ? 

The Honourable Mr D. G Mitchell : These forms of relief were 
started in England, for instance, by the trades unions themselves and 
have been gradually expanded. 

Mr M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar ; Were there no statistics of 
unemployment before relief measures were started in England ? 
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The Honourable Mr D. 6 Mitchell : The trades iiiiions tiieinselves 
provided them. Again, they ircre figures of poisitive things ; they 
were figures of members on the trade union registers who were out of 
job. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Are not women also in England 
getting relief by way of maternity relief ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G Mitchell : Sir, I fail lo understand the 
Honourable Member's question. If there are figures of women in 
England in receipt of maternity relief, again they are positive things 
and could be easily eouined 

Mr. M Ananthasayanam A3ryangar : Sir 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir xVhdiir Eahim) : The question 
has been sufficiently answered The position is quite clear now. Next 
question, 

Secketary of State’s Conception of Political Offenders of the Civil 
Disobedience Class and Bomb-Throwers. 

301 =^Mr. M. Asaf Ali : (a) Has Government’s attention been 
drawn to a statement, which the Secretary of State is reported to have 
made in the House of Lords with reference to an amendment of Lord 
Paringclon to clause 26 of the Government of India Bill (disqualification 
of ofi-enders) in which the Secretary of State opined that there was no 
difference between one who participated in civil disobedience and a person 
who tiu'cw a bomb at a Viceroy ? 

(6) Ai'e Government aware of the difference between the two classes 
of offenders described above ? 

(c) If so, have they taken any step to rectify the Secretary of State’s 
conception of political offenders of the civil disobedience class and bomb- 
thiDwers 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Yes. I will read an extract 
from the official report of the Secretary’' of State’s speech : 

* ^ One of the difficulties in meeting the request of noble Lords opposite is due to 
the fact that in India there is no distinction between a political and a criminal offence. 
It is very often difficult to discriminate between a criminal and a political offence in 
any country, and certainly in Indian law no distinction is made. I am rather wonder- 
ing whether my noble friends opposite would suggest that the Indian gentleman who 
bombed my noble friend here (Lord Halifax) was guilty of a criminal offence or a 
political offence. I think it would be found difficult to decide whether it was a criminal 
offence or a political offence.’^ 

The observations do not appear to me to justify the construction put 
on them by the Honourable Member. 

(?;) and (c). Do not arise. 

Decrease in the Indian Exports to certain Countries. 

302. ^Mr, M. Asaf AH : (a) Is it a fact that Indian exports to 
Prance, Germany, Italy and Japan have fallen during the last two years ? 

(h) Vr’ill Government be pleased to furnish comparative figures for 
the last five years including 1935, to show the percentage of decrease f 
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{c ) Can Government explain the causes of this decrease and say how 
far it IS due to the operation of the Ottawa Agreement ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) and (5). The 
Honoiii’able aMember is referred to Volume II of the Annual Statement 
of the Sea-borne Trade of British India for the year ending 31st March, 
1934, and Monthly Accounts relating to the Sea-borne Trade and Navi- 
gation of British India for March, 1935, copies of which are available 
in the Library of the House. 

(c) The decrease in Indian exports to certain countries is due partly 
to the continued depression in world trade and partly to the adoption 
of restrictive measures by these countries for the purpose of safeguard- 
ing their inditstrial and monetary interests. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : When were the first restrictions 
imposed on the imports of goods into Japan and other countries ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am not aware 
of the date 

Mr M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Was it not after 1932 — the date 
of the conclusion of the Ottawa Pact ? 

The Honourable Sir Muliammad Zafrullah Khan : I am unable to 

say. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : Is it not a fact that the exports of groundnut 
to Italy and Germany have considerably fallen during the last few 
years 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I cannot say. 

Lease oe Land between Delhi and Shahdara to Mr. Waugh. 

303. ‘'“Mr M. Asaf All : (a) How many acres of land between Delhi 
and Shahdara, and on what terms, have the Delhi Government leased to 
Mr. Waugh ? 

{])) How' much of this land has been actually under cultivation, and 
for how long ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai ; (a) 718 33 acres in Shahdara were 
leased to Mr Waugh for a period of 25 years from the 1st April, 1923. 
The lessee was given the option of acquiring proprietary?^ rights at any 
time during the currency of the lease, at a price to be determined at the 
time of purchase. He was to pay land revenue at Ea 1 per acre for the 
first two years, Es. 2 per acre for the next three and after that at cur- 
rent rates A malikana at half the revenue rate was also to be paid 

(5) In 1934, 268 acres were actually under cultivation. The whole 
area was previously lying waste, and this portion of it was broken up and 
brought under cultivation between 1923 and 1934. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Will the Honourable Member kindly tell me 
whether he has any- knowledge of the number of cultivators who had 
been dispossessed before 1923 on account of the acquisition of land in 
connection with New Delhi ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I do not think that this has anything 
to do with the acquisition of land for New Delhi. As regards this parti- 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[12th Sep. 1936. 


86i 

cular area, as I have already inforined tlie Honourable Member^ 
my information is that at the time when it -was leased It was lying 
waste, so no cultivators could have been dispossessed. 

Prof. N. G. Raiiga : May T ask, Bir, if Government have consider«^d 
the suggestion of granting this land to a co-operative society of 
peasants so that they might be able to utilise it better than rhe indivi- 
dual who is using it only for himself ’ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Sir, seeing that the lease to this parti- 
cular individual was given eleven years ago, and I also gather that it was 
actually sold in October, 1934, it is not possible for Government, at 
any rate, to gne it to a eo-operative society. 

CULTIVATOHS APEECTBB BY xiCQUISITION OP LaNB FOB THE PuSA INSTITUTE 

IN Delhi. 

30-1. '-Mr, M. Asaf Aii : (a) How man}- cultivators of the Delhi 
Province are likely to he aifected by acquisition of land for the Pusa 
Institute ^ 

(6) How do Government propose to provide such persons with cultiv- 
able land elsewhere ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai t {a) and (6). Steps have been taken to 
acquire 474 acres of land. This area constitutes about a third of the 
total held by the 250 cultivators aifected. The cultivators, portions 
of whose holdings have been acquired, were told that, if they wished^ 
recommendation would be made to the Punjab Government to provide 
them with land in the neighbouring districts of the Punjab where Gov- 
ernment lands are available but so far they have not made any applica- 
tion. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : Is there any culturable land at all in that 
iieighhomTiood which could possibly be granted to these people 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I can assure my Honourable friend that 
if culturable land in the neighbourhood in the possession of Govern- 
ment were available, assistance would have been given to these people 
to make use of it. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Could it not have been possible for Govern- 
ment to have thought of establishing this Institute a little farther oli, 
so that these people might not have been dispossessed of their houses ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Unless this Institute had been estab- 
lished on waste land, somebody or other was sure to have been dis- 
possessed. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Can these cultivators be accommodated Mr. 
Waugh, because he possesses 718 acres of land ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The geographical position rather is that 
this land is taken on this side of Jumna whereas the other land is across 
the Jumna, and T hardly think that these people would care to go across 
the Jumna in order to cultivate the land there. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : They have already been dispossessed of their 
land whieli has been acquired by Government and so they will be 
prepared to go anywhere to cultivate land and certainly across the 
eTumna which is only a question of about two miles. 
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Sir Girja Shankar Bajim : Sir, I think my Honourable friend did 
not quite follow what I said. I said that it is only one-third of the 
land belonging* to these cultivators that has been acquired. In other 
words, there has hardly been a single case of complete dispossession. 
Wbat has ha])pened is that a small plot of land has been taken from 
the total holding. 

Eelieving oe Congestion in Old Delhi. 

305. M. Asaf AM : (a) Have Government taken any steps to 
make nazul land in the Delhi Province referred to in my question No. 151 
of the last session, available for relieving congestion in Old Delhi ? 

ib) Have. Government invited the attention of the Delhi Municipal 
Committee to my questions Nos. 100 and 101 (c) to {g) and their answers f 
If so, when, and if not, why not ? 

Sir Crlrja Sliankar Bajpai : "vYitli your pmmission, Sir, I shall 
answei parts (a- and (6) together. The Government of Indui have 
decided to place an officer on special duty at Delhi to ascertain, with 
greater definiteness than has been attempted so far, (?.) the nature and 
magnitude of the problem of congestion, {%%) the extent to which the 
measures already undertaken or now in progress provide a solution, 
{Hi) the n aimer" 111 and the extent to which these processes need to be 
supplenieiited, {iv) the agency to wliich the supplemental measures 
should be entrusted, and ('?0 the expenditure involved and the best 
way of prowcliue: it As soon as the report of tbe investigating offeer 
becomes available, Government will examine it and tak*^ up the ques- 
tion as to what action is desirable and practicable. 

Mr. M. Asaf AM : Ivlay T know if the officer appointed is also an 
expert in inaGers which have been entrusted to him - 

Sir G-lrja Shankar Bajnai : It lias not been possible to hud an 
officer wlio was expert in town-planninar. and, at the same time, expert 
in the local conditions of Delhi, but I can assure my Honourable friend 
that, in the ])r<)cess of investigation, if he needs expert assistance of a 
technical character, that assistance will be forthcoming 

Eepoet called eoe by the Commissionee oe Income-tax, Bihae and 

Oeissa, in Appeal Cases. 

306 Ram Harayan Singh : Will Government be pleased to 

state if it is a fact that the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and Orissa, 
calls for a report from subordinate authorities invariably in each ease in 
which an appeal is filed to him ? If so, is that repon of a confidential 
nature, and is the assessee entitled to a copy of such report ? 

Mr. A IL Lloyd : The Commissioner of Income-tax calls foi* re- 
ports from Income-tax Officers on the allegations made in the petitions 
of appeal under section 32 as well as on those in petitions under 
section 33, whenever there is any point raised which has not been pro- 
perly or fully dealt with in the orders of the lower authorities. No 
report is called for where such report is not necessary. 

In the ordinary course the reports of Income-tax Officers are 
treated as coiffidential. But very often the Commissioner of Income- 
tax, Bihar and Orissa, has given the assessee a copy of the report if 
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asked for tiie assesses when the report does not contain any con- 
fidential matter. It is often necessary to inform the assessee of the 
substance of the Income-tax Officer's report m order to enable the 
Commissioner to decide the assessee 's objection. 

Regulation op Income-tax Assessment in Bibab and Orissa. 

307. Ram Narayan Singh : (a) Is it a fact that there is a 
practice prevalent in Bihar and Orissa of regulating income-tax assess- 
ments by means of confidential circulars and instructions issued by the 
Commissioner ? 

(h) Is it a fact that a complaint of such a nature was made on behalf 
of the Maliarajadhiraja of Darbhanga in the civil suit instituted against 
the Cornniissioner and Assistant Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and 
Orissa 1 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : (a) The answer is in the negative. The Income- 
tax Officers sometimes consult the Commissioner on points of law 
arising in the course of assessments and receive instructions asked 
for. 

(h) It does not appear from the records that such a complaint was 
made in the civil suit instituted by the Maharajadhiraja of Darbhanga. 

Mr, Ram Narayan Singh : Is it not a fact that the Maharaja- 
dliiraja of Darbhanga brought a civil suit against the Commissioner 
and Assistant Commissioner of Income-tax and that the suit was 
hushed up simply because the Commissioner was personally criminally 
involved in it ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : The answer to the first part of the question is 
in the aifirmative, and the answer to the second part is in the 
negative. 

Mr. T. S. AvinasMlingam Ohettiar : What happened to the civil 
suit ’ 

Mr A. H. Lloyd : If the Honourable Member will put down a 
question, I will give an exact answer. 

Absence of Waiting Accommodation fok Assessees in Income-tax Offices 
IN Bihae and Oeissa. 

308. *Mr. Earn Narayan Singh : Are Government aware that in most 
of the lucomc-iax offices in Bihar and Orissa there is no proper accom- 
modation for the Waiting assessees i If so, do Government propose to do 
anything for their comfort ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : Steps are being taken to provide better accom- 
modation for assessees. In several Income-tax Offices an extra room is 
already set apart foi them. 

Gbievanoes of the Income-tax Staff in Bihar and Orissa, 

309 . *-Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : (a) Has the ntteution of Govern- 
ment been drawn to the articles published in the Indian Nation, Patna, 
dated the 12th and 24:th June, 1935, under the caption ‘‘ The grievances 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWEKS. 


857 


of the Income tax staff ’M If so, what action, if any, have they taken or 
propose to take to remoA^e those grievances ; 

(1) Are GoA^ernment aware that there is great discontent among the 
Income-tax staff. Bihar and Orissa, against the unreasonably harsh and 
insulting U’eatment which is constantly meted out to them by the Com- 
missioner of Income-tax ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and 
Orissa, uses unparliamentary and insulting language tOAvards his sub- 
ordinates in official letters and documents ? 

(d) Are Government aware that an impression is abroad that the 
concurrence of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and Orissa, to the 
Xmoposals of his office in the essential matters of promotion, postings and 
transfers of the staff is a mere formality ? 

(ci is it a fact that complaints of such nature were made against the 
office staff of the Commissioner from time to time If so, Avliat action 
did Government take to eradicate the evil f 

(/) Is it a fact that when complaints of such nature were made in 
the jjasl, the Commissioner of Income-tax reported to the Government 
of India that such complaints were made at the instance of interested 
persons ^ 

(g) Do Government propose to institute a regular enquiry into the 
existing administration of the Income-tax Dejiartment, Biliar and Orissa, 
in order to remove the complaints and defects and to place ii on a satis- 
factory basis ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) Yes. The two letters 
which appeared in the Indim Nation to which the Honourable Member 
refers suggest tliat there is a sense of insecurity in the Bihar and 
Orissa Income-tax Service, because there were some retrenchments of 
officers in 1932 ; and, secondly, that as all the officers of the Depart- 
ment are placed under the control of one officer, the Commissioner 
of Income-tax, — if that officer is not strong and impartial, the interests 
of the subordinate officers may suffer by intrigues in the departimmt 
and the officers may be subjected to undeserved pin-pricks ’’ The 
officers of the Department know that the retrenchments made in the 
Income-tax Depaitment as well as in other Departments were non- 
recurrent measures necessitated by the financial stringency of the 
time, and aie not likely to be repeated. They, therefore, have no 
reason for labouring under a sense of insecurity. The Government of 
India agree with the other sentiments expressed in the letters though 
not Avith the implication that the situation suggested actually exists 
and do not consider that any action is called for. 

{!)) and [c) The answer is in the negative. The Bihar and 
Orissa Income-tax staff both Gazetted and Ministerial have their OAvn 
recognised i^ssociations and have never complained of harsh or insult- 
ing treatment on the part of the head of the Department or iiii- 
parliainentary language in official letters or documents. 

(d) The suggestion made in the question has no foundation 
Ii206LAI) ^ B 
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(e) The answer to the first part of the que.stion is in tlie negative. 
The, second part of the question does not therefore, arise 

if) No. 

(g) No. 


Muslims appointed as Sugar Inspectors. 

310 *Sir Muhammad Yakub : (a) How many Sugar Inspecloivs 
were ap]iomted last year and how many of them were Mnslinis 

(h) fs it a fact that one of the Muslims appointed last year ha.s 
resigned 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : With your permission, Sir, I shall answer oues- 
tioiis 310 and 311 together. The staff employed in connection with the 
administration of the sugar excise duty is under the control of the 
Provincial Governinents The GoYcrnment of India have, therefore, no 
information regarding appointments of Sugar Inspectors, and the orders 
relating to the reservation of posts in Central Services do not apply to 
such appointments 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : What does the Honourable Member mean 
that the orders of tlie Government of India do not apply to such 
oppointments ’’ ? 

Mr. A H. Lloyd : The appointments of sugar inspectors made by 
Provincial Governments. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Are not the Government of India taking 
the excise duty from sugar ^ 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : The excise duly is levied on behalf of the Govein- 
ment of India by the Provincial Governments working as agents to the 
Government of India. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Cannot the Government of India direct the 
Provincial Governments to make recruitment according to the rules 
which have been issued by the Government of India about recruitment 
in the Central Services ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : f am not aware that that question is being con- 
sidered. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Will Government consider this question ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd ; I am prepared to consider whether anything 
could be done in that direction. 

Mr. A. K. Puzlul Huq : Does it come to this that the Government 
of India cannot help the Muslims in this matter 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : It comes to this that the Government of India 
have not interfered with the arrangements of the Provincial Govern- 
ments in a subject which the Provincial Governments are administering 
as their agents. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if the Government of India 
are in a position to get information from the Provincial Governments 
on questions like these when Honourable Members of this House want 
information ? 
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Mr. A. H. Lloyd : It depends upon the opinion of the Government 
of India as to the value of the information if obtained. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Am I to understand that the Government 
of India attach no value to the questions put today ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : The Government of India do not consider it 
necessary to interfere with the arrangements made by Local Govern- 
ments for recruiting staff for the administration of a Central subject 
when the Local Goveimments are working as their agents. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Am I to understand that the Eesolution 
which was issued by the Home Department last year was merely an 
eye-ivash and there was no substance in it ^ 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : No, Sir The amount of staff employed by the 
Provincial Goyernments as agents of the Government of India — at least 
so far as the Board of Cenlrai Eevenue is concerned — is negligible com- 
pared wiUi the amount of staff employed directly by the Central Govern- 
ment 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Are Government aware that many back- 
doors are onon in the Government of India to nullify the effect of the 
Home DeiiarLnent Eesolution regarding communal representation ^ 

Mr. A H. Lloyd : No, Sir. 

Sir Muhammad Yalcub : Are the Government of India prepared to 
make a siiiwey of the effect of their Eesolution 

Mr, A H. Lloyd ; The Government of India are not prepared to 
undertake any survey of the kind mentioned by the Honourable Member 
unless they are satisfied that there is some foundation for an allegation 
of the nature made by the Honourable Member 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Next question. 

Eeceuitment oe Muslims as Sugae Inseectoes. 

t311. *Sir Muhammad Yakub : {a) What is the total number of 
Sugar Inspectors 'which the Government of India are going to recruit this 
year ? 

(Z?) Do Government propose to observe their orders for reservation 
of 25 per cent of the posts for Muslims ? If not, why not ? 

Peecentage eixed eok Muslims on the Assam Bengal Eailway. 

312. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : (a) Will Go\ernment be pleased to 
state the percentage which the Kailway Board has fixed for Muhammadans 
on the Assam Bengal Eailway 

{h) Was this percentage communicated to the Agent of the Assam 
Bengal Eailw^ay ? 

(e) Was the Agent instructed, directly or indirectly, to give the 
percentage fixed for the Mussalmans to other communities ? 

(cZ) Did Hie xVgent folloiv the instructions of the Eailway Board in 
the recent }*cernitment,s ? 

tlTor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 310 . 

Ij206LAI) 
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Mr. P. R. Ran: (a), (6) and (d). Tlie Railway Board suggested 
that 35 per cent of all vacancies in the subordinate posts to be filled 
in future by direct recruitment should be reserved for Muslims. This 
has been accepted by the Board of Directors and the operation of the 
orders will be watched by the Government of India by means of state- 
ments which Railway Administrations are required to submit quarterly. 

(c) No. 

Enquiey into the Conduct of an Imperial Service Officer. 

313 "^‘Sardar Mangal Singh : (a) Will Goveroiueut please state who 
is a competent authority to order an enquiry under Act XXXVII of 1850 
into the conduct of an Imperial Service Officer ? 

(&) Will Government please state how many officers of the Imperial 
Services have been tried under Act XXXVII of 1850 by one Commissioner 
and how many by more than one ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : (a) The authoi'ity is the Gover- 
nor General in Council. 

(h) I regret I am unable to supply this information the collection 
of which would necessitate an examination of the records of every 
inquiry held under the Act. 

Recruitment of Muslims in the Engineering Department of State 

Railways. 

314. "^Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state the respective numbers of ]\[uHlim and non-Muslim 
employees in the Engineering Depax'tment of the scivo'al State-owned 
Railways 1 

(h) In view of the paucity of Muslim employees in the Engineering 
Depaidment of the State-owned Railways, are Government prepared to 
order that fresh recruitment to the said Department may be confined to 
the Muslims, when qualified Muslim candidates are available, till the pro- 
portion of Muslim employees in the Department comes up to that contem- 
plated by Government orders bearing on the subject ? 

Mx\ P. R, Rau : (a) Government regret they are not prepared to 
supplement with figures for individual Departments the information in 
regard to communal representation in railway services which is given 
in the Annual Administration Report of Indian Railways. 

(6) No. I would invite the Honourable Member's attention to 
paragraph 5 of the Memorandum of Supplementary Instructions, issued 
by the Government of India, Home Department, in May, 1935, a copy 
of which is, 1 believe, in the Library of the House 

Cancellation of the Passport of Mr. Masani of Bombay. 

315. *Prof. N. G Ranga : (a) Are Governinont aware of the fact 
that the passport granted in India to Mr. Masani of Bombay, one of the 
secretaries of the All-India Congress Socialist Party was seized by the 
Police in England in order to prevent him from visiting any of the eon- 
Ihiental countries even for purposes of health ? 
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(&) If SO, wliaf are the special political or other reasons for which he 
is thus disabled and insulted 1 

(c) Is it the intention of Government to prevent any or all the Indian 
8ociaiists from visiting any of the continental countries ^ 

(d) If not, why is Mr, Masani subjected to this disability ? If so, 
is it to prevent him or them from either studying the socialist activities 
and policies of the continental countries or from carrying on propaganda 
on behalf of the Indian Congress Socialists ^ 

(e) If SO', what is the justification for such an action 2 

The Honoiu'ahle Sir Henry Craik ; (a) to (e). I am aware that Mr. 
Masani ’s passport was impounded in England. This action was taken, 
not because Mr. Masani is a Socialist but because the Government of 
India considered that Mr Masani ’s activities in India were such as to 
make it undesirable that he should be in possession of a passport for 
travel abroad His passport was renewed subsequeiilly in view of 
certain assurances being given on his behalf in England. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : With reference to the reply to part (o), is it 
the intention of the Government to prevent only Indian Socialists from 
visiting Continental countries ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I said that this action was not 
taken because Mr. Masani was a Socialist 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the nature of the activities of Mr. 
Masani or of any other person in India, which, m the judgment of the 
Government of India, will dis-entitle them to have passports to travel 
to foreign countries ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : That is a very wide question 
which I cannot answer in a few words. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May 1 have a rough idea ? Apart from violent 
activities, are there any non-violent activities which are likely to bring 
such people within the mischief of the prohibition which the Govern- 
ment of India apply in granting passports to travel to foreign countries ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Close association with the Com- 
munist Party would be one of the reasons, and, for example, if we knew 
that the person intended to visit a Communist Conference at Moscow, 
we would probably refuse to provide him with a passport. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Was Mr. Masani going to attend the Communist 
Conference at Moscow ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 1 do not know. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Then, on what information, did Government 
withhold permission to Mr. Masani to travel to certain countries ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I did not say that was the ex- 
clusive reason ; there were other reasons 

Mi\ S Satyamurti : What are they ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Close association with the Com- 
munist Party is one of the chief reasons. 
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Prof. N. G. Eanga : Is It not a fact that Mr Masani lias, for the 
last two years, been carrying on Congress socialist propaganda and 
nothing else, and that he is not connected wdth any Communist organi- 
5 jation or Cominnnist propaganda ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I do not think that is a fact. 

PrOTECTIOK to the IXDMN SERICOLa'rRAL INDUSTRY. 

316 '‘Prof. N G. Eanga : u/) Wili Governuient be pleased to state 
whether the Tariff Board has made certain recommendations suggesting 
the imposition of protective duty upon the imports of foreign silk and 
silk-yarn in order to protect the Indian Sericniture 

(J)) If so, when and what are those recommendations 1 

(c) What is the action taken by Government upon those recom- 
mendations f 

(d) Are Government aware of the fact that the imports of silk and 
silk-yarn are just the same or even more in spite of the import duty 
levied f 

(e) If so, what are the comparative figures of imports for the year 
preceding the raising of the import duty and the years since ils imposi- 
tion f 

(/) What are the prices quoted for those imports in the year pre- 
ceding the raising of the import duty and since its imposition f 

(g) Are Government aware that the present import duty has not 
tended to give any appreciable protection to the Indian Serieultural 
Industry ? 

(h) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of levying 
a higher import duty under the Safeguarding of Industries Act to protect 
the Indian serieultural industiy ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(&) and (c). Attention of the Honourable Member is invited to (1) 
the Report of the Indian Tariff Board regarding the grant of protection 
to the Serieultural Industry, and (2) the" Indian Tariff (Textile Protec- 
tion) Amendment Act, 1934, copies of which are available in the Library. 

(d),(e) and (/). Attention of the Honourable Member is invited to 
the Accounts relating to the Seaborne Trade and Navigation of British 
India. 

(g) Representations have recently been received to the effect that the 
existing import duties are inadequate These are receiving the attention 
of Government. 

(70 The Safeguarding of Industries Act, 1938, lapsed on the 31st 
March, 1930 

^ 1 may add to^ the written reply that, during my recent tour to South 
India, representations were made to me also, apart from the representa- 
tions received by the Department, and the whole question is being very 
carefully considered. 
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Mr. S. Satyamiirti : When was the first representation received by 
the Government for protection to the sericulture industry ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Before the Tariff 
Board w'as set up ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : When was it received ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Does the Hoiuoir- 
abJe Member mean when the first representation was received that an 
en<|uiry should be made for affording protection before the Tariff Board 
was set up If so, I have no information. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is it not some years ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I could not Sc^y 

Mr S. Satyamurti : How long do you propose to consider this 
matter ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : So tar as the 
Tariff' Board report is concerned, it was considered and action taken 
upon it and the Indian Tariff Textile Protection Act of 1934 was passed 
I think the Honourable Member is under a misapprehension Since the 
Act was passed and the duty was imposed, further representations have 
been received that adequate duties have not been levied. With regard 
to this, further representations have been made since the duty wms 
levied which was only a few months ago, and now the whole matter is 
being considered, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I am asking about clause (g) of the question. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; As I said, it is a 
question which requires consideration. The manufacturers of silk, or 
rather those who are interested in the rearing of silk worms and the 
preparation of silk, have made representations since the passing of 
that Act that the duty levied is not adequate. Inasmuch as the Act 
itself was passed in 1934 and these representations have only been 
received during the last few weeks, the matter is being taken up again 
and is being looked into. I have not been able to appreciate the real 
point o1 the question. 

Improvement in Third Class Carriages on Railways in India. 

317. ''"Prof. H. Gt. Eanga : (a) Will Government he pleased to state 
the progress made since last Session of the Assembly in the development 
of a new and better third class carriage ? 

(6) Do Government propose to introduce this new model third class 
carriage upon all the railways in India ? 

(c) If not, what steps do they propose to take to see that the third 
class carriages of all the railways and particularly the Company- 
managed Railways are also improved ? 

(cl) What is the estimate of additional cost to he incurred by intro- 
ducing this new model carriage on State-managed Railways alone ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) A sample third class coach of improved type 
is at present being built by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. It 
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Mnll re;juy for iiispcotioB by tiie members of the Central Advisory 
1*01 kaitvmys during the next Delhi Session 

(h) diid w). If approved, the new type will be adopted as the 
fatoi’e standard for tlu‘ State-managed Railways. The Company- 
immao’od Itailwavs will be requested to adopt tins standard design 

{(1) It IS estimated that the cost of the new type earriape will 
exceed the cost of the present standard type carriage by Rs. 5,000 

Prof. N. G. Ranga ; What is the estimate of the Government of 
India for tlie coiistnietion of this new type of carriages as and ndien 
the old type carriages come to be scrapped and new carriages are put 
III tlioir jdaee ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I cannot frame an estimate of that at the present 
moment. 

Dr. T S. S. Rajan : What is the passenger capacity of the new 
third class carnage 1 

Mr. P. R. Rati : I believe it is 96. 

Dr. T S. S. Rajan : Has there been any difference of opinion with 
regard to the total accommodation between the various State Railway.^s 
and Company-managed Railways 1 

Mr, P. R. Ran : A drawdng of this type was placed before the 
Central Advisory Council last March or April, and it was discussed by 
the members there and it was finally decided that a coach of that type 
should be built in Bombay and should be brought to Delhi to be 
inspected by them, and, after their inspection, they would be in a posi- 
tion to give their advice as to whether any changes would be necessary 

Prof. N. G, Ranga : How many carriages come to be scrapped 
annually on account of their being too old ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I think my Honourable friend must give me notice 
of that question. 

Placing oe Complaint Books in Guaeds’ Carriages and at Junction 

Stations. 

318. ^Prof. N. G. Ranga : Will Government be ])leasod to state 
what action lias been taken since last Session upon their promise to me 
in answer to my question to see that complaint books are placed in the 
guards^ ean*iages m all trains and also at all the junction stations ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : In answer to the question to which my Honourable 
friend refers, I stated that I was having enquiries made with a view 
to considering whether the suggestion should be brought to the notice 
Of other Railways and that when information was obtained I would place 
it on the table of the House. 

The suggestion was brought to the notice of certain piincipal 
Railw^ays and I am placing on the table of the House a statement 
summarising the replies received. 


Statement. 

Assam Bengal Banlway.—Sirme 1932 guards carry complaint books and a notice 
to this effect is exhibited in the bath rooms of first and second class compartments 
Arrangements are being made for these notices, printed in the vernacular, to be posted 
up in lower class carriages. 
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Bengal and No^th Western Railway. — Gonxpiamt books were introdneecl at some 
of the more important ;)mictioiis from November 1931 and a notice is displayed 
at stations that this book is available. The Head Ticket Collector carries this book 
with him when checking tiains and produces it on demand. 

Bengal Nagpur Railway. — Had experimented with a somewhat similar proposal 
in 1928 when Conductor Guards weie given forms to supply to upper class passengers 
in the event of their wishing to make any complaints The experiment ivas not success 
ful and the arrangement was therefore discontinued 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. — Have introduced the complaint book 
at Ahmedabad station and piopose waiting to see the result of the experiment at 
stations on other raihvays. 

B astern Bengal Railway. — Guards cany a complaint book, and a notice to this 
effect is exhibited in upper class carriages ' Arrangements are being made for similar 
notices to be posted up in all carriages 

East Indian Railway — Complaint books have been introduced at certain selected 
stations as an experimental measure for one j^ear, when a report will be submitted 
to the Hallway Board 

Great Indian Fenmsula Railway. — Complaint books ha\e been introduced at seven 
important stations as an experimental measure for one year, when a report will be 
submitted to the Railway Board. 

Madras and Southern Maliratta Railway — Are expeiimenting by iilacing Sugges- 
tion Books ” at one station 

North Western Railway. — A complaint book has been maintained as an experiment 
at Lahore station since July 1933 and a notice to this effect is displayed at the 
station. Only three complaints had been recorded up to May 1935 and, in view of 
the small use made, the arrangement has not been extended to other stations. The 
experiment at Lahore station will be continued and a Teport submitted to the Railv a} 
Board after a year. 

South Indian Railway. — Are arranging to introduce complaint books at some of 
the more important stations and a notice to this effect will be exhibited on notice 
boards : a paragraph regarding this being also inserted in the Railway’s Coaching Time 
Table and Guide 


Inferior Quality of Food served in the Vizagapatam Indian 
Eefreshment Eoom. 

=^Prof. N. G. Ranga : (a) Are Governinent aware of tlie fact 
ih.c\t the sweets and other eatables sold in the Vizagapatam Indian Ee- 
freshment Eoom are cooked with oil and are unfit for human consumption 
and that a cup of coffee is charged annas as against annas charged 
in other similar refreshment rooms ? 

(6) Are Goveiinment aware also that the food given there is distinctly 
of inferior quality to that served in other refreshment rooms ^ 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) and (h). 1 am not aware what refreshment 
room my Honourable friend is referring to. The Agent, Bengal Nagpur 
EaOway, states that there is no Indian refreshment room at Vizagapatam 
station. He adds that the price for a cup of coffee m the Railway's 
Indian Refreshment rooms is one anna. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Will the Honourable Member try to ascertain 
the true facts, because I myself have been to this Indian refreshment 
room at Vizagapatam, and it is still there ^ 

Mr. P. R. Ran : May I know when my Honourable friend visited 
that station ^ 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Only two months ago. 
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Mr. P. R. Ran : I will make further inquiries on the point, but the 
Agent lias definitely told me tlial there is no such refreshment room 

Railway Concessiok Tickets issued to Students. 

320. '^Prof. N. G. Ranga : {a) Will Government be pJ eased to stale 
on what conditions and principles are concession tickets issued to students 
to enable them to go to and from their schools f 

(?j) Which schools are recognised for this purpose ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : \fi) Concession tickets are issued on production of 
a certificate from the Head Master or Principal of the institution to which 
the parties belong as follows : 

fl) to parties of not less than 15, when travelling to or from the 
same stations ; 

(2j to parties of not less than 4, when travelling for examination 
or educational purposes : 

(i) from their institution to their homes, or vice versa ; 

(n) from their institution to an examination centre, or 
vice versa ; 

(ill) from their homes to an examination centre, or vice 
versa. 

(b) (i) Schools teaching up to the primary, middle, high school or 

entrance standards which are recognised by the Education 
Department. 

(ii) Colleges aifiliated to a recognised University. 

(Hi) Medical schools, technical, commercial, industrial anti agri- 
cultural institutions under Government or recognised by 
Government. 

Refusal to grant Concession Tickets to tbe Students of the Peasants 

Institute, Andhra. 

321. ^Prof. N. G. Ranga : (a) Are Government av/are of the fact 
that the Peasants Institute started and run by the Andhra Peasants Pro- 
tection Committee applied in April, 1935, to the Madras and St)iilhern 
Mahratta Railway for concession tickets to its students who are all 
peasants ? 

(h) Is it a fact that such concession tickets were refused to he 
granted f 

(c) If so, will Government state the reason for such a refusal ? 

id) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of grant- 
ing Such concession tickets to all educational instiTutioiis irrespective of 
the fact of their recognition by the educational department { 

t understand that the Honourable Meniher 
Applied on the llth March for concession rates to he granted to students 
of the Peasants Institute at Niduhrolu. 

(b) Yes. 
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(c) and (d). The Honourable Member will have noticed from my 
re]dy to his previous question that the concession is restricted to students 
of certain recogmised institutions. Tn view of the present financial 
poKSition of railways. Government are not prepared to extend conces- 
sions of this sort unless it is clear that such an extension will result 
m an increase of earnings 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Why is a discrimination made 
between one institution and another, and why are some only recognised 

Mr. P E. Ran : I have already replied to that. I said that, in view 
of the present financial position of Railways, Government are not pre- 
pared to extend the concession to other institutions. 

Development of the Rubal Cbedit Depabtment of the Resebve Bank 

OF India. 

322. "’Prof. H G. Raiiga : {a) Will Governtuenr. be pleased to state 
what measures have so far been taken by the Reserve Bank of India to 
develop its Rural Credit Department ? 

(b) What is the nature of the recommendations made for its develop- 
ment and work by the special officer Mr. Darling ? 

(c) What steps are proposed to be taken during the next year to help 
the agricultural interests ? 

{(i) Do Government propose to consider the advisa])ility of appoint- 
ing an Advisory Council consisting mostly of members of the <Vmtral 
Legislature io aid the Rural Credit Department of the Reserve Bank ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (u), (&) and (o). Mr. Darling 
w^as appointed on special duty to report on the co-operative and agri- 
cultural credit movement to the Reserve Bank in order to assist it in 
the formation of the agricultural credit department Mr Darling's 
Report is now under the consideration of the Bank and until the Bank 
has considered the report, it is not possible to state what steps will be 
taken in the matter. 

id) The creation of tlie department is a matter for the Bank under 
pection 54 of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, and it would be 
improper for Government to consider the appointment of an Advisory 
Council to assist that department. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : What is the information of the Government of 
India as to^ when the Reserve Bank of India will try to develop its 
Rural Credit Department and then begin to carry on its functions ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : T have no information on that. 
As I nay, the report of Mr. Darling is under consideration, and that is 
all I can say. 

Frof,^ M. G. Eanga ; In view of the fact that mention has been made 
here in his own report on rural development about the report suhniitted 
by Mr. Darling on the co-operative movement in India, will the Honour- 
able Member inform the House whether he has considered that parti- 
cular report, and, if so, what are his conclusions ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think the Honourable Member 
IS confusing two sets of reports. The primary set is that to the Reserve 
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Bank m relation to the setim^ np of their Agricultural Ch-ecliT Depart- 
ment. But Mr. Darling was asked hr tlu^ (Tuverimient <if India to advise 
what should be tlie best way of spending the sum of 10 or 15 lakiis 
nliich was set aside from the crore in relation to the co-operativ*^ move- 
nient. If the Honourable Member wants to know any details about tliat 
15 lakhs he should address the question to the Education, Health and 
Lands Department. 

Prof. N. G, Ranga : What is the nature of the reeomiiaendations 
made by Mr. Darling as to the best way of helping the rural eo-oiierarive 
movement ^ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The distribution of the 15 lakhs which 
the Oovernnient of India have set apart for assisting the co-operative 
movement in the provinces has already been made 

Prof N. G. Ranga : Apart from the distribution of 15 lakhs out of 
this rural development grant, will the Government of India be good 
enough to tell us the general trend of the recommendations made b} 
Mr. Darling for the development of a Rural Credit Department for the 
Reserve Bank ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I certainly could not do that 
without the permission of the Reserve Bank. 

Census oe Third Glass Passengers on the Madras and Southern 

Mahratta Railway. 

323. "^'Prof N. G. Ranga : (a) Will Governmeot be pleased lo state 
if it is a fact that the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway Company 
took a census of third class passengers during the last summer ? 

(6) If so, between what stations and for how many and which 

days t 

(c) What are the results of such a census ? 

(d) Was any loyer crowding discovered ? 

(e) If so, to what extent ? 

(/) What teteps are proposed to be taken by the Railway authorities 
to improve the accommodation for third class passengers ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) I understand that a census of passenger trains 
was taken for a week in June, 1934. 

(6), LO, (d) and (e). I am placing on the table a statement show- 
ing the number of trains and carriages checked and particulars of the 
over-crowding brought to notice. Over-crowding was discovered on three 
broad gauge trains out of 105 trains checked and on two metre gauge 
trains ont of 123 trains checked 

(/) The Agent, Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, states that 
the over-crowding on the broad gauge was due to large marriage parties 
travelling unexpectedly and that on the metre gauge was due to a 
sudden rush of traffic from Goa owing to coastal steamer ser\ fees 
having been closed on account of the monsoon. This was relieved bv 
the running of an extra train, through to Poona, with effect from the 
21st June, 1934. 
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Statement showing particulars of overcrowding detected in trains during Census taken in June 

1934, 




Station. 


Extent 

of overcrowding. 

Date. 

Tram 

No. 

Prom 

To 

Station 
at which 
checked. 

Seat- 

ing 

capa- 

city. 

Total 
passen- 
gers in 
tram. 

No. in 
excess of 
seating 
capacity. 

1934 June, — 








14th 

10 Up 

Waltair 

Madras . . 

Tenah 

346 

360 

14 

15th 

9 Dn. 

Madras 

Waltair 

1 

Do 

452 

473 

21 

23rd 

15 

Madras 

1 

Bangalore i 
City. 

Jalarpet . . 

496 

528 

32 

18th . . 

1 Up 

Bangalore 

City. 

Poona . . 

Belgaum 

294 

313 

19 

19th . . 

1 Up 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Do. .. 

234 

247 

13 


f B. G 

.. 105 

Total number of trains checked . . . . 


L M.G 

.. 123 

r B. G 

. 555 

Total number of carnages checked . . . < 


t M. G 

.. 813 


Prof, N. Cr. Ranga : Do the Government of India understand from 
liie Agent of the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway that any 
special carriages have to be attached to trains running between Waltair 
and Madras f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : No, Sir ; I am not aware that he is proposing to 
add extra carriages between Waltair and Madras. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Information promised in reply to starrred question No. 485 asked by Mr. Sitakanta 
Mahapatra on the 7th of August, 1934. 

Posting of certain Income-tax Officials at a Particular Station for a 
Long Time in Bihar and Orissa. 

(a) and (&). Only one Income-tax Officer and one Inspector- Accountant in 
Bihar and Orissa continued to remain in the same station for more than three years. 
They have since been transferred. Only six officers were posted in 1934 to * their 
home districts. Income-tax Officers, as a rule, are transferred after every three years. 
Inspect or- Accountants are transferred as occasion requires Members of the clerical 
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staif are not ordinarily liable to transfer. Transfers in tiieir eases a.re made only in 
exceptional circumstances, e,g , wben vacancies occur due to death, retirement or pro 
motion or when there are reasons to believe that the retention of a clerk at a particuki 
station IS undesirable, 

(c) Yes. 

(d) In 1932 four Income-tax Offi<*era applied for leave It was granted to three 
of them but postponed in the case of the fourth at Ins own request. In 1933 also 
leave was applied for by four ofdceis and was granted to two of them. One officer 
withdrew ins application and the other was letused leave. 

(e) The Government are not aware that any sense of insecurity in service exists. 
The resolution referred to was received and duly considered by Government ivho were 
satished that theie were no grievances which reqiuied to be removed. 


Information p'ornisecl in reply to Panin Gotind Ballahh Fanfa starrci gve^hon 
No, 341 on the 20th Fehrnanj^l935. 

Damage to Crops jb\ the Eecekt Frost. 

Theie was slight or no damage to crops in Madras, Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, 
Assam, Coorg, Korth-West Frontiei Province and Burma The position in legard to 
the other piovinees is stated below : 

Central Promnce^. — ^No appreciable damage was done to crops except in paits 
of three districts Remission of land revenue was granted by the lioeal 
Government to the extent of Rs. 34,000. In addition relief was given 
in the shape of suspension of land revenue amounting to Rs. 2,05,000. 

Delhi , — Crops were damaged by frost but the rains which fell subsequently made’ 
good most of the damage that was done except in the case of oilseed 
and sugarcane crops, in the case of which loss was estimated to be below 
25 per cent. A sum of Rs. 20,000 was set aside for distribution as 
takavi for the purchase of sugarcane seed. Efforts were made in co- 
operation with tbe Agricultural Department of the Dnited Provinces to 
supply good sugarcane seed from the neighbournig United Provinces 
Districts. 

A^mer-Merwara, — ^Damage to standing crops in the Ajmer sub- division and the 
Beawar tahsil was very slight In the Todgaili tahsil it was between 
4 annas and 8 annas in the rupee but wms not widespread. In the Kekri 
sub-dmsion damage was caused to the gram crops to the extent of 8 
annas in the rupee and the early sown barley crops in certain places were 
also affected The damage was mitigated by the show^ers which followed 
the frost The damage was not seveie or widespread enough to require 
any special relief measures. 

United Promnees, — Arhar was the only crop which suffered considerable damage. 
The loss to the other crops was negligible except in very limited areas 
eliieffy damaged by hail. Beneficial rain in many districts soon after 
the frost did mneli to counteract the loss threatened by frost. Arhar 
IS essentially a kharif crop though it is harvested in the Rabi, but as a 
special case the United ^ Provinces Government allowed District Officers 
to treat Arhar as a Rabi crop for purposes of granting relief on account 
of agricultural calamities during Rabi 1342 Pasli 

Baluchistan ^ — There was no damage to standing crops by frost Damage was 
caused to fruit trees by frost while the standing wheat crops in certain 
parts of the Province were injured by hail but the damage did not prove 
to be so serious as to requiic any special relief measures 

Pw??.jah.— The only appreciable damage done by frost in this Province was to 
the standing sugarcane crop, which was rendered unfit for being used 
as seed. The damage was mitigated by the fact (1) that the cane 
intended for seed purposes had already been buried in the ground in 
many places before the advent of fiost, and (2) that most of the 
Coimbatore varieties which are now^ extensively grown in the Province 
are capable of giving a good ratoon crop next year, even if no seed is 
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available for fiesh sowings In tlie distiiet of Gurdaspur the damage to 
sugarcane was estimated to be 1|16th in irrigated and l|4tli in un- 
irrigated tracts. In order to mitigate the distress improved seed was 
introduced and takavi was distributed Belief was also given in the 
shape of suspension of land revenue Standing rabi ciops were damaged 
in parts of certain distiicts, where the damage was not made good by 
subsequent rams, the situation was met by the grant of suspensions or 
remissions of land revenue and water rate. Eruit trees were also 
damaged in certain localities but Ihe diimage was not serious. 

Bombay . — The damage to crops v.ih eeveie m paits of the Gujaiat custucls 
in the Northern Division There was some damage in certain districts 
of the Central Division especially Nasik and, to a lesser degree, Almiad- 
nagar The districts of the Southern Division were immune from this 
calamity. In Sind slight damage was caused to rabi crops by a cold 
wave in Dadu, Thar Parkar, Upper Sind Frontier and Larkana districts. 
In ordei that relief might be granted, as far as possible, to the 
agriculturists whose ciops were destioyed either wholly or paitially by 
frost, the Government of Bombay sanctioned suspensions and rennssions 
or land revenue and iriigation dues and also granted concessions in liie 
matter of the recovery of takavi loans and the dues of co-operative 
societies The suspensions and i emissions of land leveiiue gi anted on 
this account amounted to Bs 17,72.000 and Bs 10,80^000 respectively 


Information jprondscd ‘in refly to starred questions Nos. 1218 and 1219 asked by 
Mr. M S. Aney on the 30th March, 1935 

Sale of Quinine. 

No. 1218 — Stafeme'nt showing the quantity of Quiume sold in poviuces and the aniomit recover- 

ed fat its pure per Yf^at ftoui liU4-S4 


Province 

1 

Yeai 

2 

QuantiTv 

sold 

3 

Amount 

recovered 

4 

Remarks. 

5 



lbs 

Rs, 


Madras 

1925 

7,900 

1,37,097 

Figures for 1924 are not 





available. 


1926 

7,645 

1,72,355 



1927 

9,386 

1,55.459 



1928 1 

9,600 

1,63,157 



1929 

13,204 

2,27,285 



1930 

13,710 

2,34,203 



1931 

9,294 

1,49,508 



1932 

8,816 

1,44,433 



1933 

7,256 

1,31,169 



1934 

8,981 

j 1,53,747 
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Province 

1 

’ Year. 

> 

.! 

1 

; Quantit^\' 

' sold. 

! 

Amount 

1 recovered. 

4 

.1 _ 

Rem arks. 

5 

1 

i lbs. 

' Rs. i 

Bombay 

! 1924 

P768 

' 46,865 i 

1 i 


1 1923 

1 1,264 

j 30,429 i 


! 1926 , 

1 1,334 

j 31.707 

1 

1 1927 , 

1 1,447 

I 

1 34,364 


1 1928 

i 

! 1,721 

43,418 


; 1929 

2,164 

46,325 


i 1930 
i 

00 

37,962 



1931 

2,036 

36,107 



1932 

2,091 

34,233 



1933 

2,638 

44,935 



1934 

2,812 

42,622 


Bengal 

1924 

38,236 

7,29,291 

Figures are for tbe]J^financial 





years 1924-25 to 1933-34. 


1926 

39,325 

7,16,911 



1926 ^ 

31,510 

5,34,687 



1927 

i 23,243 

3,74,706 



1928 

29,814 

4,71,692 



1929 

26,612 

4,30,326 



1930 

28,668 

4,39,703 



1931 

31,585 

4,77,941 



1932 

35,493 

5,21,650 



1933 

46,991 

7,26,748 



1934 

1 



United Provinces 

j 1924 

mi 

19,392 



i 1925 

601 , 

18,026 



1926 

425 

12,757 



1927 

i ! 

; 508 

15,240 



1 1928 i 

1 344. 

10,319 



i 1929 I 

! 

1 550i 

16,518 
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Province. 

1 

1 

'Year 

2 

Quantity 

sold. 

3 

1 

Amount 

recovered 

4 

Remarks. 

5 



lbs. oz. dr. 

Rs. 

a. 

p- 


United Proviiioes—co^i'^t?. 

1 1930 

450i 

13,512 

0 

0 



1931 

467 

14,006 

0 

0 



1932 

6l9i 

14,853 

0 

0 

1 


1933 

680| 

15,989 

0 

0 



1934 

903 

2}J0^ 

0 

0 


Punjab 

1924 

1,511 

48,418 

8 

0 

Fmanciai year 1924*25 ta 







1934*35. 


1925 

1,322 

42,326 

1 

0 



1926 

1,634 

47,103 

14 

0 



1927 

1,567 

34,056 

13 

0 



1928 

1,702 

37,055 

7 

0 

! 


1929 

3,818 

83,373 

0 

0 



1930 

I 2,544 

, 55,543 

6 

0 

1 


1931 

1,984 

43,681 

15 

0 J 

; 


1932 

2,137 

46,756 

10 

0 



1933 

2,854 

1 62,384 

0 

0 ! 



1934 

1,420 

34,026 

9 

0 


Bihar and Orissa 

1924 

671 2 

1 26,428 

0 

0 ' 



1926 

726-6 

28,602 

0 

0 



1926 

433-4 

17,065 

0 

0 



1927 

398 9 

10,471 

0 

0 



1928 

529-5 

13,899 

0 

0 



1929 

584-7 

15,348 

0 

0 



1930 

501-2 

13,156 

0 

0 

1 



1931 

536-4 

14,080 

0 

0 



1932 

455-3 

11,951 

0 

0 



1933 

344-7 

9,048 

0 

0 



1934 

339-2 

8,348 

0 

0 
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1 

1 

Province* 

1 

j 

Year. 

2 

Quantity 
sold 1 

3 

Amount 

recovered. 

4 


Remarks. 

5 



lbs. oz. dr. ‘ 

Rs. a. 

P* 


Burma , . 

1924 

2,147 ' 

23,482 13 

0 

Figures for 1924-28 and 1934 






relate to sales of eincbona 






febrifuge only. 


1925 j 

2,070*11 

22,641 14 

0 

' 


1926 

1,917-49 

20,972 8 

0 


1 1927 

2,343*49 

25,631 14 

0 



1928 

1,926*17 

21,067 8 

0 



1929 

3,754-57 

55,958 6 

0 



1930 

4,246-17 

65,453 14 

0 



1931 

5,435 37 

90,232 0 

0 



1932 

3,633*66 

54,704 0 

0 



1933 

3,579*03 

57,230 10 

0 



1934 

1,926*62 

23,413 12 

0 


Centr&lProvmces 

1924 

1,113 3 0 

16,248 16 

3 



1925 

1,050 1 0 

14,755 3 

0 



1926 

1,082 8 16 

14,903 13 

11 



1927 

1,206 0 4 

16,453 13 

9 



1928 

1,155 4 8 

16,348 10 

9 



1929 

1,721 2 0 

24,047 10 

3 



1930 

1,643 0 0 

21,462 11 

0 



1931 

1,548 0 0 

21,494 14 

0 



1932 

1,962 0 0 

21,343 5 

0 



1933 

1,820 0 0 

25,264 13 

0 



1934 

1,710 11 5J 

24,129 8 

7 


Jiasam 

1924 

493*25 

21,761 0 

0 

Figures for 1924-29 repre- 






sent those for financial 


1926 

359 88 

17,596 0 

0 

years and figures for 






1930-34 represent those 


1926 

498*28 

14,868 14 

0 

for calendar years. 


1927 

650 85 

11,532 ]4 

0 



1928 

896 11 

17,064 7 

0 j 
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Province. 

Year. 

Quantity 

sold. 

Amount 

recovered 


Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 


5 



lbs oz. dr. 

Rs, a. 

P* 


Assam — contd. 

1929 

838 62 

15,745 6 

0 



1930 

923*88 

16,696 12 

0 



1931 

819*42 

15,512 14 

0 



1932 

717*82 

13,753 5 

0 



1933 

988*34 

18,965 8 

0 



1934 

907*20 

15,710 8 

0 


North-West frontier 
Province. 


Nil, 



Quimne was distributed free 
by the local Government* 

Coorg 

1924 

1925 


•• 


Figures for 1924-26 are not 
available. 


1926 






1927 

73 

1,873 9 

0 ' 



1928 

53 

1,372 0 

6 



1929 

38 

962 12 

3 



1930 

34 , 

691 11 

0 



1931 

34 

550 15 

6 



1932 

28 

484 7 

3 



1933 

22 

358 14 

9 



1934 

25 

410 4 

9 


Delhi 


Nil. 




Baluchistan . . 


Nil. 



Quimne was distributed 
free by Government. 

Ajmer-Merwara 


Nil 



Ditto. 

Andamans . , . . ' 

i 


Nil 



Ditto. 
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Expenses incueeed fob the Puechase of Quinine and for its 

Distribution ant> Sale. 

Ng. 1219. Staiement showing the. expenses incurred by Governtmnt per year from 1924-34 for 
the distrihutimi and sale of qmnine tn dtffcrent provinces. 


Province. ! Year. JExpenses incurred. ! Remarks. 


1 ! 2 ^ 


1 [ 

Rs. 

a. 

p. 


Madras . . 

1924 

8,256 

0 

0 

Tbe cost of qiiinine sold 

1 




or distributed free is 

j 

1925 1 

i 

7,444 

0 

0 

not included in these 
figures, as the Govern- 

j 

1926 ' 

1 

12,667 

0 

0 

ment of Madras manu- 
facture their own qui- 

1 

t 

1927 

i 

17,038 

0 

0 

nine. Figures relate to 
financial vears 1924-25 to 


1928 5 

18,951 

0 

0 

1934-35. 


1929 1 

19,756 

0 

0 



1930 ' 

17,065 

0 

0 



1931 

14,874 

0 

0 



1932 

14,399 

0 

0 



1933 

14,260 

0 

0 



1934 

11,339 

0 

0 


Bombay 

1924 

1,29,798 

0 

0 



1925 

86,834 

0 

0 



1926 

61,588 

0 

0 



1927 

79,859 

0 

0 



1928 

58,352 

0 

0 



1929 

94,109 

0 

0 



1930 

74,925 

0 

0 



1931 

63,386 

0 

0 



1932 

57,664 

0 

0 



1933 

53,307 

0 

0 



1934 

67,289 

0 

0 
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Province. 


Year. 

1 Expenses incurred. 

Remarks. 

1 


2 

3 


4 




Es. a. 

P- 


Bengal .. 


1924 






1925 

20,615 10 

0 

These figures relate to 





financial years 1925-26 



1926 

24,780 3 

6 

to 1933-34. Figures for 
1924-25 and 1934-35 are 



1927 

18,125 4 

0 

not available. The cost 
of quinine sold or distri- 



1928 

20,370 0 

6 

buted free has not been 
included in these figures. 



1929 

21,526 13 

3 

as the Government of 
Bengal manufacture 



1930 

19,825 13 

3 

their own quinine. 



1931 

21,979 11 

0 




1932 

26,1’69 15 

9 




1933 

33,435 15 

9 




1934 




United Provinces . . 


1924 

23,205 7 

0 




1925 

34,761 8 

2 




1926 

17,620 11 

6 




1927 

23,045 0 10 

i 



1928 

17,065 2 

8 




1929 

28,530 6 

6 




1930 

31,823 9 

0 




1931 

31,734 13 

0 




1932 

28,359 7 

9 




1933 

33,391 13 

11 




1934 

37,443 8 

9 


Punjab .. 


1924 

71,995 0 

0 

Eigures relate to financial 


1925 

69,989 5 

9 

years 1924-25 to 1934- 
36. 




1926 

67,915 15 

0 




1927 

69,586 11 

0 




1928 

68,007 13 

0 
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Provincp. Year. ! Expenses mciirrod. ' Remarks. 


i 

*2 * 

! 

3 



4 

I 1 

Rs. 

a. 

p. 

1 ~ ^ 

i 

Punjab — contd. 

1929 

76,312 

14 

0 



1930 1 

77,724 

11 

0 


' 

1931 1 

3,836 

12 

0 



1932 : 

1.635 

0 

3 



1933 j 

2,970 

13 

6 



1934 i 

40,874 

6 

0 


Burma . 

1924 

25,176 

4 

0 

Figures for 1924-28 and 


1925 

23,786 



1934 relate to cinchona 


4 

0 

febrifuge only. 


1926 

21,480 

10 

0 



1927 

30,721 

14 

0 



1928 

27,152 

8 

0 



1929 

60,582 

2 

0 



1930 

68,467 

10 

0 



1931 

91,608 

4 

0 



1932 

55,447 

12 

0 



1933 

59,568 

2 

0 



1934 

24,865 

0 

0 


Bihar and Orissa 

1924 

43,205 

0 

0 



1926 

37,477 

0 

0 



1926 

16,041 

0 

0 1 



1927 

13,036 

0 

0 



1928 

15,954 

0 

0 



1929 

21,147 

0 

0 



1930 

13,086 

0 

0 



1931 

13,986 

0 

0 



1932 

6,931 

0 

0 



1933 

8,259 

0 

0 



1934 

8,099 

0 

0 
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Provinoeo 

1 

Year. 

2 

Expenses incurred. 

3 

Remarks. 

4 



Rs. 

a. p. 


Oentmi Provinoes 

1924 

70,960 

0 0 



1925 

52,968 

5 6 



1926 

55,092 

5 6 



1927 

28,379 

13 0 



1928 

41,552 

0 0 



1929 

33,302 

15 0 



1930 

32,931 

2 9 



1931 

34,369 

13 0 



‘ 1932 

34,131 

4 3 



1933 

44,940 12 6 



1934 

44,459 

5 0 


Horth-West Frontier] Pro- 

1924 

8,600 

0 0 


'^oe» 






1925 

8,600 

0 0 



1926 

6,600 

0 0 



1927 

5,820 

0 0 



1928 

4,800 

0 0 



1929 

4,800 

0 0 



1930 

5,500 

0 0 



1931 

6,000 

0 0 



1932 

6,000 

0 0 



1933 

7,500 

0 0 



1934 

9,000 

0 0 


Aesam . . 

1924 

24,096 

8 0 



1925 

19,846 

8 0 



1926 

19,398 

0 0 



1927 

20,842 

12 0 



1928 

28,511 

6 0 



1929 

26,906 12 0 
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ProifiBoe. ! Tear. ! Expenses incurred. ! Eemaika. 

I ( I 


1 ; 

2 I 

3 


1 

1 

4 

" ^ 

1 1 

1 

Hs. 

a. 

i 

i 

p. i 

Ai»m — eontd, . . . . ! 

1930 

30,291 

8 

1 

0 ' 

' 1931 

26,162 

12 

1 

0 ' 

1 

i 1932 

1 

29,120 

15 

0 j 


1 

1933 1 

35,800 

12 

6 1 

1 



1934 

27,357 

1 

0 1 


BflluolUBtAll 

1928 

6,011 

0 

0 

Figures for 1924-1927 are 






not available. 


1929 

6,456 

0 

0 



1930 

6,612 

0 

0 

j 


1931 

6,111 

0 

0 



1932 

3,876 

0 

0 



1933 

6,835 

0 

0 



1934 

7,682 

0 

0 


mm 

1924 

1,720 

0 

0 



1925 

1,680 

0 

0 i 



1926 

2,285 

0 

0 



1927 

1,090 

0 

0 



1928 

680 

0 

0 



1929 

1,045 

0 

0 



1930 

1,720 

0 

0 



1931 

1,285 

0 

0 



1932 

460 

0 

0 



1933 

880 

0 

0 



1934 

915 

0 

0 


Ajmer-Heinrarft 

1929 

1,031 

0 

0 

Figures prior to 1929 are 






not available. 


1930 

1,637 

1 

0 



1931 

983 12 

0 
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Province. 

Year. 

Expenses incurred. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 



4 



Rs. 

a. 

P‘ 


A] m er-Merwara — contd. 

1932 

1,201 

0 

0 



1933 

1,031 

6 

0 



1934 

1,359 

6 

0 


Andaman and Nicobar 

1924 

4,158 

8 

0 


Islands. 

1925 

3,273 

8 

0 



1926 

5,880 

0 

0 



1927 

5,558 

0 

0 



1928 

2,103 

0 

0 



1929 

2,319 

6 

0 



1930 

5,590 12 

0 



1931 

5,385 

2 

0 



1932 

4,982 

7 

0 



1933 

5,696 

0 

0 



1934 

3,144 

0 

0 


Coorg , , 

1927 

1,322 

1 

0 

Eigures prior to 1927 are 

1928 

953 

15 

0 

not available. 



1929 

686 

7 

6 



1930 

607 

9 

6 



1931 

611 

11 

0 



1932 

508 

0 

6 



1933 

398 

0 

9 



1934 

458 

14 

0 



Information prom%sed %n reply to starred qvestion No. 1352 asiced by Dr. N. B. 
Khare^ on the 2nd April, 1935. 

Class of Employees on State-Managed Eailways who are paid 

Presidency Allowance. 

A Presidency allowance as such is not paid on the State-managed Railways except 
to two employees (Running Shed Poreman, Bamangaehie and Inspector of Works, 
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Howrah), who are governo<i by tho late East Indian Haihvay Company Hubs, and 
are given an allowaiUT at the rate of Ks. 50 per mensem. Tins aliowauee wHl tioi ho 
permissibjo to subse^iuent holder.^ of these pods, unless the} are governed by the old 
East Iiniian Haihvay Company Eiiles. Local allowaneos are," however, pah] at Bombay, 
Calcutta and Kangoon ns follows : 

Compenstory and local house rent aiiow^aiiecvs are granted tit all gazetted odicers 
stationed at Bombay, Calcutta (incdiiding Hovvrali and LiHoonh) jind Itnngoon. Sub- 
ordinate staff at these stations are granted the folio whig allowances : 

At Bombay, a local house allowance (with a special local allowance for sub- 
ordinates drawing less than Rs. per mensem) is granted to alt subordinate staff 
(including nmnihg staff) and clerical stall of all d'exmrt meats (excluding workmen 
in the shops, apprentices, coolies and other inferior servants). Inferior servants 
employed in Bombay ofBces are granted a house allowance of R-s. I per mensem, if 
not provided with railway quarters. 

At Calcutta, subordinate staff other than clerical staff are not granted any com- 
pensatory local allowance except Station Superintendent, Cabin Master and Train 
Control staff. Clerical staff including draftsmen, typists, stenographers, etc., are 
granted a local or^ compensatory allowance, except in grades where the local allowance 
has been merged in pay. Inferior and lower paid staff are paid a zone allowance. 

At Rangoon, all subordinates are granted a house allownce. 


Information promised in reply to starred qxmtwn No. 1461 ashed by Mr. 
Muhammad Nauman on the 4th Aprils 1935. 


(JoMMUNAL Composition of the Indian Staff in the Office of the High 

Commissioner for India. 


(a) No. 

(h) 82 Indians of whom 27 are Bengali Hindus. 

(o) Eight. 

(d) 12. Of these, one has been filled by a Hindu and none by a Muslim, as no 
suitable Muslim candidates were available. It may be mentioned that, though the 
provisions of the Government of India Resolution of the 4th July, 1934, cannot in 
view of the exceptional conditions, of recruitment of Indians in England, be made 
applicable in their entirety to the offices under the control of the High Commissioner 
for India, the -question of recruiting suitable Muslims for those offices always receives 
the personal attention of the High Commissioner. 


IrformaUon promised in reply to question No. 1493 ashed by Mr. Ram 
Narayan Singh on the 4th April 1935. 

Grievances of Travelling Ticket Examiners on the East Indian 

Eailwat. 


(a) I am not clear what information exactly is wanted by the Honourable Member. 
If he is referring to the enhanced rates of daily allowances payable to officers and 
subordinates visiting CalcvAU on duty, the ordinary rate of daily allowance (and 
not double this rate) is only admissible for visits to Hotorah on duty. The daily 
allowance is admissible only to officers and subordinates whose headquarters are outside 
Howrah. On the other hand, if the Honourable Member is referring to the local 
allowances paid to officers and subordinates stationed at Calcutta and Howrah (includ- 
3ng LillooaU), I would refer ^ to the reply relating to Calcutta laid on the table 
to the question by Dr. N. B. ^are No. 1352. I should add that the scale of a local 
allowance granted has no relation to the daily (travelling) allowance which is siven for 
a difEerent purpose. ® 

(61 Travelling Ticket Examiners are entitled to the same privileges as other 
subordinates, except that they are granted a consolidated travelHng allowanoe in lieu 
of duty allowances, * . . 
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Inforniaho^^ ‘pronnberl in re2^ly to 2 :arl(b) of staned qiesiion No. 1542 asJced by 
Mr. Muhammad A^Jiar Ah on the 5th Afnl, 1935. 

Certain Benefits for Mistries and Mechanics of the Posts and 

Telegraphs Department. 

(h) The total number of posts of mistnes and mechanics in the non-pensionable 
cadre, is 158 and 8 respectively The mistries and mechanics look after all instruments, 
power plants and battery installations in telegraph offices and telephone exchanges 
and attend to minor lepairs of sucdi apparatus They also look after electric installa- 
tions in Post and Telegraph olhees and nistallations of electric bells and clocks 


ELECTION OF A MEMBER TO THE STANDING ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE FOR THE INDIAN POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr President (Tiie Honourable Sir Abdiir Ealiim) : I have to 
inform the AsRem])ly thai upto 12 Noon on Wednesday, the 11th Sep- 
tcm1)er, 1935, the time fixed for reeeiviifg nominations for the Standing 
Advisor^^ Committee for the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department, 
only one nomination was received. As there is only one vacancy 1 
declare Mr J. Ramsay Scott to be duly elected to the Standing Ad- 
visory Committee for the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department. 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL— 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The House 

12 \of ' resume consideration of the following motion moved 

by the Honourable the Home Member : 

^ * That the Bill to amend the Criminal Law be taken into consideration. ’ ^ 

Mr, NT. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, I am very grateful 
to you for permitting me to put in a brief plea on behalf of human freedom. 
The legislation which the Assembly has been considering is one of a series 
of repressive Acts, firstly, restricting personal freedom in legitimate acti- 
\ities, and, secondly, investing the executive with powers which should 
belong to the judiciary Legislation of this Mnd is abhorrent to my 
instincts and inconsistent with principles which I have imbibed during the 
course of my education and public life When the original legislation \^'as 
discussed in this Legislature in 1932, I had opposed it. I felt that such 
legislation unnecessarily restricts our freedom It was said that we should 
not place too much value upon abstract principles of freedom. I do not 
share that view I feel that abstract principles of freedom are of great 
value and we should try to follow them as much as possible However, 
admi-^ting that abstract principles require to be modified in real life, I 
would like tO' consider this legislation from a practical point of view as it 
atTects the working classes of this country I feel the Honourable the Home 
Member was unnecessarily pessimistic about his reading of the present 
sitiialion I think he and the supporters of the Government unneces- 
sarily stressed the difference between the suspension and the withdrawal 
of tile Civil Disobedience Movement. I feel there is no difference 
between suspension and withdrawal. There is nobody in this House who 
will insist upon any one of us here swearing an oath that we shall never 
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offVr resistance to a legislation, however outrageous, however u^a.st 
that legislation maybe. (Opposition cnes of Hear, hear .) I 
wonder whether the Honourable the Home Member himself will sweaty an 
oatJi tlJat lie will never offer resistance to a legislation, hoivever 
that legislation mav be I fee! that the terrorist _ movement m tins 
count rv is, fortunately for us, admittedly declining The economic 
depression has not only reduced ihe strength of the Communist mo%emeiit. 
but has brought the ordinary labour movement to a very low level, tii- 
fortuuately in our country, tiiere are eoinniunal clashes , but i ha\ 
every hope that, with the passing of the Government of India Act, provid- 
ing for adequate separate representation to all the minorities and making 
Statutory provision for giving to the minorities their due share in the 
public services, communal ill-will in this country is sure to diminish. I. 
therefore, feel that, in the present situation of the country, there was 
a])solu1ely no justification for the legislation which the Government of 
India have brought forward before the Assembly. 


With your permission, Sir, I shall now very briefly examine the various 
clauses of the Bill ; and, being interested in the welfare of the working 
classes, I shall first take up the clause referring to picketing. Picketing, 
when accompanied by intimidation, obstruction, violence or encroachment on 
private property, can be dealt with under the ordinary law. I hava^ got 
some experience of how the magistrates deal with picketing during strilres. 
In nine strikes out of ten, the magistrates have succeeded, legitimately or 
sometimes illegitimately, in putting down picketing; and I, therefore, feel 
thal there was absolutely no reason why this clause should have been intro- 
duced as affecting the working classes of this country. Picketing moans 
peaceful persuasion and I feel that this is a right which the working classes 
value as being necessary for the maintenance of their standards of life. 
There is no method by which the working classes of this counti^ or ot any 
country can maintain their standards of life and also better their standards 
of life, without, sometimes, refusing to work for their employers. To 
refuse to work unless the conditions are satisfactory is a right of every 
human being. That action is sometimes called a strike. I feel that on 
Some occasions a strike is not only desirable, but extremely necessary if 
the interests of the working classes are to be protected ; and if a strike 
is declared by a majority of members in an industry, is it not the duty of 
the majority to try to persuade the minority to join them in that strike * 
I feel it is not only the right of the majority of workers to persuade the 
minority to join them in their strike, but it is their clear duty to do so 
By enacting this section against peaceful picketing or peaceful persuasion, 
I feel that the Government of India are putting themselves on the side of 
the »^nployers. The justification given by the Honourable the Commerce 
Membbfr and the Honourable the Home Member is that there is no such 
thing as peaceful picketing. I admit on certain occasions picketing leads 
to violence ; but what justification has the Honourable the Home Member 
or tlie Commerce Member to say that violence is due to the action of the 
working classes ? When the working classes resort to picketing, what do 
the employers do ? The employers try to collect together, not bond fide 
workers, but rowdies in the town and send them into the factory with the 
object of either frightening the workers who are on strike or sometimes of 
deliberately creating violence. It is not, therefore, right to say that 
violence is due to the action of the working classes or the workers. If 
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picketing is to be prohibited because it leads to violence, not necessarily 
by the action of the workers, may I ask, Mr. President, why should not 
black-legging be made illegal ? Unfortunately, black-legging is resorted 
to by the employers, and the Government of India, by passing this legisla- 
tion, are anxious to place themselves on the side of the employers ( Cries of 
Shame from Congress Party Benches ) 

]\ir. President, the next section of this legislation with which i should 
like To deal very briefly is the section dealing with illegal organizatiuiis. Tt 
was said that this section is only a complementary section of another Act 
passed in 1908 Let me make it quite clear, Sir, that I am opposed to that 
Act also, and if 1 am opposed to the Act of 1908, I must oppose what is 
called a complementary or suppiementary legislation to that Act Freedom 
of association is another right greatly valued by the working classes 

Prof M. Q, Eanga' (Guntur cnm Nellore Non-LIuhammadaii 
Eural) : And peasants also 

Mr. M M. Josbi : And, by passing this legislation, the Government 
of iiKiia is taking atvay that right Mr President, during last year, the 
Govoriiment of India declared certain labour organizations illegal 1 do 
not know if the Government of India had inquired whether the majority 
of the members of these organizations ivere Communists I am sure that* 
Cie majority of the members of these organizations were not Communisls 
if thrre tvere any Communists in those organizations, their number was 
extreineh^ small , and even if some members of these organizations \\Qre 
Communisls, is it a sufficient ground to declare an organization dleo;P and 
to suppress it that a few of its members are Communists I knov that 
most :;i the organizations which were declared illegal were nol engaged ui 
doing any revolutionary work They may have earned out a few strikes, 
hut I tUn sure 1here is no evidence to show that they were engaged iii revo- 
luliunary activities 1 feel that legislation declaring organizations illegal 
•wij] be very harmful to the interests of the working classes, it may be 
said tliat the Unions with which I am connected, or others who are of the 
same view as myself are connected, have not yet been declared illegal. 
But what guarantee is there that, when you have a law on the Stalui e-book 
which can declare almost any organization illegal, the organizations with 
wdiicli 1 am connected and the organizations with which my friends are 
connected will not be declared illegal next year or the year after that i 
Mr. President, I do not Avish to deal any more with the details of this sec- 
1 ion 

I shall now say a word, Sir, about the sections dealing with propa- 
ganda It was said that the section penalising re-publication of an article 
or a book which is proscribed or forfeited follows as a matter of logical 
sequence. I fail to understand how there is a logical sequence between 
the forfeiture of a book by Government by executive action and making 
the re-piiblication of that book a penal offence. The first act itsFif may 
be a -wrong thing, the proscription of a book may be an unjust action, 
and. if that is so, the re-publication of that book cannot be made a penal 
offence. If there is a logical sequence at all, it can only be in the for- 
feiture of a book and the proscription of the re-published copies But it 
is tvrong by executive action to forfeit a book, and, then, when that book 
is re-published, consider it to be an offence. The original forfeiture may 
be a mistake unless that forfeiture investigated and declared right 
by a judicial inquiry. 
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Mr. President^ the Honourable IMember, the Dislnet Magistrate of 
Midnapore, asked — do we want men of strav to own presses and papers ? 
I flo not know, Sir, wdiat the financial position of the Honourable ileiiiher 
is* lie may be a wealthy ntmh hut I want to ask liini whether liii poor 
people, the common people of this country, have absolutely iiu light to 
express their views by means of a newspaper or to maintain a pi-ess in 
order to express their tuews / Why does he insist that the printing 
industry and the newspaiiers should alw>ays be in the hands ot wealthy 
people ' I w'as surprised, Sir, to hear that phrase men of straw from 
a District Magistrate. I had always felt, Mr President, that District 
Mhg'strates claimed to protect the poor people of this eouniry. I never 
tlioiiglu that a man, appointed specially to protect the poor peojile of this 
counliy, would have that contempt for the eonmion people of this eouniry. 
I shall not say anything more on that point 

i\ir President, I do not wish to deal wutli the details of the section 
dealing with the press, but 1 wmiild like to make one rentark as regards the 
sedions winch are intended to put dowm any propaganda which discour- 
ages recruitment eitiiei* lo the military or to the police service That 
clause will prohibit even mere propaganda on belialf of what I may call 
pacificism There are nmn in iiiis world who do not believe in wars or in 
the military forces Have they no right al all to say that the Goverxi- 
meuts have no business lo maintain an army for tvars ’ If tomorrow I 
publish an article saying that the police in this country are not properly 
paid, and if some magistrate takes the view that my statement has dis- 
couraged ]*eeruiTnient to the police, T shall be liable for prosecution 1 feel. 
Sir. that all these sections dealing with picketing, illegal organizati.ms and 
the press restrict our freedom without any justification 

It wms said, Mr President, that it is always better to prevent a wrong 
being done I agree with the general principle that prevention is better 
than cure The real difficulty in handing over powers to our magistrates 
and ihe authorities in general is the fact that we have no confideiiee in 
them Our experience has shown that the preventive powers given to the 
magi^st^ates m this country have not been properly used They imagine 
dang CIS and risks where they do not exist 

I shall not detain the House by detailing many examples which have 
come in my experience, but I shall give a few. There was a strike in the 
province of Madras a few years ago. The backbone of the strike* vas 
broken, but some of the workers kept out of the factory, merely because 
they felt ashamed to join vork after having gone on strike My Honour- 
able friend, Mr. Giii, and myself felt that it was urong to allow these 
people to suffer. So, boih of u^ togeth^^r went to that place with the in- 
tention of telling those people to go to work immediately. I can swear 
on oath that I had ik' other intention T persuaded the leaders of the men 
of the rightness of the course winch I thought tliey should follow. The 
leaders asked me and Mr Girl to address a meeting next day. Tlie meet- 
nig was held, we went there but an order wms served both on i\fr Giri 
and myself (Cries of '' Shame ” from the Congress Party Benches) that 
our speeches were likely to cause bloodshied. It is only one example. 

I wdll give you another, a more recent one 

Last year, there was a strike of textile workers in Bombay. Tliat 
strike has been declared legal both by the Chief Presuleney Magistrate 
of Bombay and the High Court of Bombay During that ^ strike, some 
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Xjeople took a leading* part. The Government of Bombay, under the new 
emergency legislation, put in jail about 20 people, who were leading the 
strike, without trial Mr President, I shall give the latest example that 
has happened. Between Poona and Bombay, there is a place called 
Ambernath wiiere there is a match factory. Only a few months ago, 
there wms a strike there, and, mthout any provocation on the part o£ the 
workers there, the magistrate issued an order that within some miles of 
the factory no meeting should be held and that not even a leaflet should 
be distributed. {An Honourable Member : They have done it in 

Malabar also In spite of these restrictions, the strike was settled by 
negotiation. After the strike was settled, a friend of mine, who is in- 
terested in the workers of that factory, issued a leaflet explaining to the 
woikers the terms of the settlement The magistrate hauled up that 
gentleman {Cries of Shame ’’ from the Congress Party Benches) and 
fined him Rs 200 With these experiences, Mr President, do you expect 
me to invest the magistrates with these preventive powers ? {Cr%es of 
No, no ’’ from the Congress Party Benches.) 

I shall say only ai few words now as to wliether this legislation is 
likely to serve tfie object iV»r w^hich it is intended. It is said that this 
legislation is intended io put dow’ii terrorism Many speakers have spoken 
on this point at len gt]>, but T shail say only one thing I feel that if 
terrorism can at all be put dowm, it can only be done with the co-opera- 
tion of the common people of the province in wdiich terrorism exists. 
Unfortunately, m our present political situation, co-operation from the 
common people cannot be expected. Secondly, if we consider the econo- 
mic situation of the province, I hold very strongly that so long as the per- 
manent zemindari system wnth all its ramifications of first degree, second 
degree, tenth degree of landlordism exists in Bengal, it will not be easy 
to reduce unemployment m that province. 

1 feel that if the communai hatred is to he wnped out from our country, 
it can be done so, not by negative means of legislation, but by positive and 
constructive efforts. So long as there is religious fanaticism in this 
country, so long as there is religious orthodoxy in this country, communal 
hatred will remain. Unfortunately, the greatest supporter of the 
religious orthodoxy in this country is the Government of India. 

I have said, diirnig the last Session of the Assembly, that I am not a 
Communist 1 agree with a part of the philosophy which the Com- 
munists preach, but I do not believe in the dictatorship even of the pro- 
letariat I do not also believe in the use of mass violence in which the 
Communists believe. Althougli I hold that constitutional agitation and 
parliamentary method wull give me what I w~ant, I equally feel that the 
Communists have a right to say that constitutional methods and parlia- 
mentary work may not lead us to the goal which we all want to reach 
1 feel, President, that if Government are anxious that the people of 
this country should have a strong faith in constitutional agitation and 
parliamentary method, it will be wrong for Government to prevent discus 
sion between the merits of constitutional agitation and Communism. If 
Communism is io be prohibited from this country on the ground that it 
preaches the use of violence, may I ask whether the Government of India 
have taken any steps to prohibit the entry of Fascist and Nazi ideas into 
this country What is Nazism if it is not Communism in a different 
form 

Prof N. G Ranga : Organised hooliganism. 
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Mr. N. M. Joshi : Why don't the Government of India prohibit 
Nasii ideas coming into India ? I feel that if Commimisin is not to be 
allowed into this country, that can happen only by two means. There 
must be perfect freedom of expression of views, and, secondly, com 
structive steps should be taken promptly and on a much vaster scale I do 
not wish to deal with this point any further, but I should like to say that 
legislation of this kind which restricts our liberty hangs on our mindg 
as a constant nightmare. It is all very well for people, wdio sit on my 
left and wdio themselves are the magistrates exercising aulliority to say 
that the law will be applied only to tliose wdio break it The others 
have no fear. It is all very ivell for my friend, Mr. James, to say that 
the law will only be applied to those who break it The iaiv is not likely 
to be applied to any Europeans, If you will permit me a little exaggera- 
tion, I shall say, Mr President, that if the Honourable gentleman from 
Miduapore or Mr. Janies commits a murder in broad daylight in this 
country, I am not sure whether any one of them will be hanged. Legisla- 
tion of this kind frightens us. It hinders the free expression of our views. 
It prevents free action on our part. We must, therefore, continue to 
oppose such legislation. 

Mr. President, before I close, may I say a word about wiiat my 
Honourable friend, Mr, James, said yesterday He said in England free- 
dom is given, because the English people deserve freedom. The Honour- 
able the Commerce IMember said that the Englisli people have a sense of 
humour The English people may have a sense of humour, but may 1 ask 
him w'liether it is easy to develop that sense of humour under the condi- 
tions in wdiich we Lve 1 That sense of humour is developed in England, 
because m England there is fieedom of speech, freedom of association 
and freedom of action. The English people maintain that sense of 
humour, because the British Parliament is supreme. The Englishman 
has a faith that, w^hatever he wants, he can achieve through his Parlia- 
ment and through his platform and press. Indians have not got that 
faith. If our Government will create those conditions of confidence in 
the Government, if tliey will gi\e us freedom, if they wdll give us self- 
government, I am quite sure, Indians wdll also develop a sense of humour. 
Unfortunately for us, w'hcjn Britishers, who love freedom and self-govern- 
ment, leave their country for imperialist adventures which they try to 
ennoble by calling them imperialist responsibilities, they lose faith 
in freedom and self-government May I suggest to them that, in order 
that they should be true to their traditions as Britishers, in order to be 
true to their history, as freedom-loving people, even when they go out to 
further their imperialistic responsibility, they should maintain their faith 
in freedom /and in self-government. I hope, Sir, that the Government of 
India will withdraw this legislation, and, if they do not do it, I hope that 
this Legislative Assembly will throw it out. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division • Muliammadan Rural) : 
Sir, in 1932, the Government of India brought forw^ard a Bill which w^as 
intended to be a permanent legislation and those Honourable Members, 
who have seen the provisions of that Bill, as it was introduced in 1932, 
will find that it was somewhat different from the form in which it emerged 
out of the Select Committee. There was a suggestion that amendments 
to the Indian Penal Code should be made. This was objected to by the 
Members of the Assembly at that time. The idea of the Select Committee 
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was accepted by the Government, and this Bill was made for three years. 
1 happened to be a member of the Select Committee, and the reason why 
we proposed three years at that time wms that it was believed in 1932 
that the Federal Assembly would be set up by 1934: and we thoui^ht tiiat 
the present Government should have these powers and that the future 
Government also must have this for one year extra. We thought tiiat 
the present Government should exercise this power up to 1934 when the 
new Constitution was coming in. 

Mr. B, Das (Orissa Division Non-Muhammadan) : You thought, but 
not the Conunittee Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh and Mr. Azhar Ali "walked 
out of the Committee. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : The Honourable Member has been 
long enough in the Assembly to Imo^v that I meant the majority of the 
body. 

Mr. M Asaf Ali (Delhi : General) You said We 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : I am saying Wo in the sense 
I said just now. It was considered desirable that the Act should remain 
in force for three years. Unfortunately, Federation has been postponed. 
We are now in 1935, and we have got no Federation yet. That might 
come after several years. We do not know how long afterwards it will 
come Our chief idea at that time in making the life of the Bill three 
years was that the new Legislature must have freedom to deal with the 
laws as it thought fit in 1935. This is the real point. My Honourable 
friends, who were in the old Assembly, might remember the circumstances 
that existed in 1931 and 1932. We w^ere having hartals every day. 
Hartals were the fashion of the day. People were forced to o}}^ewe hartals 
Volunteers forced people to observe hartals when they were not willing to 
do so, but this they did simply to please them. Whenever somebody was 
interned, iliei»e used to be a hartal m his honour almost every day People 
coming from my province will bear me out when I say that hartals were 
forced by the volunteers. They were not the actions of the Congress 
leaders. They were the actions of the Congress volunteers and people 
who went m the name of the Congress volunteers. People were not allowed 
to have their own way, and, in my province, it was coming to be a source 
of great evil and annoyance to the poor shop-keepers, who were asked to 
close their shops, because they could not on this account earn their own 
livelihood. The poor tongawallas, for instance, were asked not to ply their 
tongas, simply because one man or another had been sent to jail ! For 
the sake of this and that person going to jail, poor tongawallas were asked 
not to ply their tongas and they had to leave their work ! Now, the poor 
iongawalla had to feed his horses and had to feed himself, his wife and 
liis children. Where from could he do this, except by borrowing from ihe 
money-lenders whom he could never repay ? I know it for a fact that in 
several eases the tongawallas suffered so much that they had to part with 
their tongas and had to sell their horses in order to pay off debts, 
(liiterniptioiis.) This Avas becoming the fashion of the day, and the blame, 
of course, did not lie mth the leaders, but on the followers whom they 
could not control. And, why ? Once a spirit had been created, once an 
atmosphere had been created, everybody wanted to out-shine the other 
man and everybody wms anxious to become ihe leader at that time, because, 
by showing that be had this spirit, this spirit of terrorising the people, 
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he would be called a leader. This was m 1931 ; and I may remind Honour- 
able Members — and here I am dealing only with picketing — ^when Bhagat 
Singh was executed, on that duy, here, in the Assembly, my old friend, 
who is not here today unfortunately, and I do not know what has hap- 
paned to him, Mr. Eangachariar, who was the Leader of the Opposition, 
walked out with his party from tbe Assembly, and he said that that action 
was taken as a demonstration and as a protest against the execution 
of Bhagat Singh And, upon his walking out from the Assembly on that 
day, the press gaA^e publicity to the news in bold letter head-lines saymg 
that heroes were executed, and similar other things The result was that 
every])ody was asked in India to obseiwe hariaJ. People in Cawnpore 
were asked to oliscrx'e hartal Tlie Congress leaders and the Congress 
volunteers gave vent to their feelings also on the Muhammadan shops 
ill Cawnpore and wanted to force the owners to close their shops. Now, 
those people naturally resented, and they said • we are not going to 
close our shops but what the result was — Honourable Members know 
full well 5 Thousands of people were butchered, thousands of people 
were killed, vomen and children. . . , 


Mr. M Asaf Ali : What ? Thousands 

Mr. Muhammad Yamm Khan : Men and women died of burns as a 
result of houses being set on hre. This is the story of Cawnpore. 

An Honourable Member : It is all wrong. 

Mr, Muhammad Yamin Khan : Please do nofc interrupt me. 
Honourable Members ought to have the patience to hear what is unpleas- 
ant to them. (Hear, hear.) The fact is that whatever Cawnpore suffered 
from, it suffered on account of unrestricted picketing. (Hear, hear ; If 
picketing had not been resorted to in Cawnpore, the people there would 
not have suffered from all these evil effects from which the Oity has been 
suffering even today. And, Sir, we had not only such terrible things in 
Cawnpore, where tliouaands of people died as a result thereof, but the 
effect of that picketing is that even today there is strained feeling hetw^een 
.Hindus and Muhammadans, and they are not carrying on their peaceful 
profession of trade and commerce as they did in the gopd, old days. 
The repercussions were found not only in Cawnpore, but we had also 
the Bombay riots, we had in Agra a communal riot, we had in A;)odhya 
a communal riot which came up after that, we had riots all over the pro- 
vinces. And, then, the press took up the side of all these picketers and 
it painted all these people as heroes, — ^which, of course, they really i\'ere 
not. People excited each other, and there was communal antagonism, 
and all this was very undesirable, Su% if people had any responsibilitv, 
if it was our desire* to see that there should not be any communal tension, 
if people wanted that peaceful avocations should go on, if people wished 
that murders and riots and other disorders should not happen, if people 
desired that women and children should not thus be exposed to dangers 
and harm, the position would have been different. But the volunteers 
went on causing excitement, and there was grave disorder, and this was 

state of affairs when this Act was enacted There is another thing, 
up here, Honourable Members were stopped by picketing from 
enuring the Legislative Assembly. Ladies came here and waited at the 
mttmmB and they wanted Members not to enter the Assembly Chamber. 
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Some of my Honourable friends once said that the letters "M. L. .A ” 
meant “ a member of the lunatic asylum ” ; well, they came to that lunatic 
asylum themselves, and those very people- were forced to come and to sit 
here. 

An Honourable Member : There are certain habituals. 

Mn Muhammad Yamin Khan ; This was the stale of things then, and 
that became the fashion, and, therefore, there was no other help. The 
volunteers continued to annoy the shopkeepers and others, and, of course, 
this could not be allowed to go on for ever, and it was all this w'iiiclt led 
to communal tension all over the country. Then, as regards the press, 
when Bhagat Singh threw a bomb in the Assembly Chamber, what did we 
learn from the press 1 "Was he condemned because the sanctity of this 
House had been violated ? The sanctity of this forum even was not 
observed. These people never thought that if a man wanted to kill the 
Members of the present Government, and if they were killed, there would 
be other people who would like to kill the Members of the future suceoediu" 
Governments ; that if a bomb is thrown into the Assembly on account of 
the fact ihat somebody does not agree with the present system ol Govern- 
ment or with the deeds of the present Governiiieut, then he would have in 
future some other person who, because he does not agree witli the then 
G-overnment, might wish to throw bombs on the future Home Members. 
Now, that is what nobody can tolerate in any e’oiintry. In my province, in 
fact in my own eonslituency in Aligarh, the Congress people came up and 
started the no-rent campaign, Ihey wanted that no rent sliould be paid 
to zamindars, and iiiucli excitement was got up against the zannndars. 
And who was chosen as the target of the attack 1 A most powcifiil and 
influential man, a great zamiiidar, Nawab Bahadur Sir Miihainiiiad 
Muzaramilullah Klian, who was for many years a Member of the Central 
Legislature ; he was chosen for attack, the programme was ehallced out 
that his teiiauts should not pay any rent to him, and the whole attack was 
launched on one man and one man alone. The Congress did not choose 
any other iiersou ; they did not like to excite the peasants of other people ; 
they chose only one man, Nawab Bahadur Sir Muhammad Muzamn^uliah 
Khan. His eslate was the only place in the whole of the district of 
Aligarh where no-rent campaign was carried on. He is a powerful man, 
and he showed to the world that he could meet the situation very well. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Did he not crush his tenants ? 

Mr Muhammad Yamin Khan : He has never tortured his tenants. 
His tenants love him like their father. He has saved his tenants from 
the of the money-lenders. He has never allowed any money-lender 

to enter into his estate, and that was the reason why he was chosen as a 
taro-et. If my Honourable friend wants to know the real facts, I can tell 
him. It was after this no-rent campaign in his estate that when a zamin- 
dar'in Allahabad went to collect his rent, he was victimised and for seven 
miles blood stains were found, and, out of the zamindar and his followers, 
onlv one man escaped to tell this story. Now, Sir, the point of my argu- 
ment is this : What was the condition at that time and what is the condi- 
tion now ? If we find peace in the country today, it is all due to this 
Act If this Act had not come into force, all these things would not have 
been controlled. If the Act of 1932 had not been in force, we would not 
have been able to see the Congress Party decorating those Benches today. 
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it has created a good effect m another way. The Act of 1932 has brought 
the Honourable Members opposite to co-operate in the enactment of legis- 
lation of the country rather than be its critic3s from outside Whatever 
their views may be, they have, by coming into this House, created some 
satisfaction in the country. When they remained outside the Legislatures, 
they were meiely agitating the people and leading them to violence. By 
coming into this House, they have created a healthy influence at least so 
far as Civil Disobedience is concerned. If they had been following Civil 
Disobedience, they would not have been here They have stopped il and 
that has ereatea a healthy influence, and that is the direct result of this 
Act of J932 1 would like to hear from the Benches, which are decorated 

by my Honourable friends on the other side, tO' give me any concrete 
example to sliow tliat picketing in such and such cases did not end in 
violence. Also I would like to know what justification they have for that 
section of Ihe press which excites one community against the other. 

My friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, quoted the case of the 
Comrade^ and I know why he quoted it, but does the case of the Comrade 
come under the purview of the present Bill with which we are dealing ? 
It lias nothing to do with this Even the Act of 1932 is going to he modi- 
fied hy the Act of 1935, and we have got nothing there to fear a case like 
this. My friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, said that he was an apostle 
of the Hindu-j\Iuslim unity, and I was glad to hear that remark, because 
there is no other person who is more anxious for this unity than E am 
I am one of lliose who believe that the progress of the country depends 
U])on the solution of the communal problem. Sir, this country cannot 
make any progress as long as we have got that communal tension. That 
liad been the cause of our downfall, and that will be the cause of keeping 
m down in the future. 

Now, Sir what is the press going to be stopped from f The press is 
going to be stopped from promoting feelings of enmity or hatred between 
cKfferent dashes of His Majesty subjects Sir, you cannot improve the 
conditions in the country unless you prevent the press from disseminating 
communal literature which is driving one community against the other. 
The first thin,g that the press should do is to learn how to settle down 
differences between various communities. The liberty of the press does 
not lie in this that we should give them licence to say anything whatever 
they like My friend said that 61 Muslim papers had been suppressed 
and that the responsibility would lie on the shoulders of those Mussalnian 
Members who ’would vote for this Bill May T ask him one question ? If 
he believes in the unity of the Mussalmans and the Hindus, why should 
he not believe in the unity of the different sections of Mussalmans them- 
selves. If he believes that the Mussalmans must first set up their house 
in order, then he will find that most of the papers that have been sup- 
pressed were the papers which had been exciting one class against the 
other. He did not quote a single instance, but may I give Mm the illus- 
tralion of a few papers ^ There is a paper called Al-Najm of Lucknow 
w^hich published on the 1st June, 1934, very nasty articles against the 
Rhias. It said that the number of Shias was only about 18,000 in the 
wdmlp of Lucknow, and it excited the feelings of the Sunnis against them. 
Another edition of this very paper was published on the 25th of August, 
1934, in which the editor wrote a very nasty article about a personality 
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wliicli is held in the very highest respect by the Mnssalmans. In fact, it 
is next to that of the prophet himself. I mean the personality of IJazrat 
All Karam-uilah-o-Wajho. This man said about him that lie was 
licentious and he indulged in his lust. If a paper publishes an article of 
that kind, will my Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudiiury, ask 
any Mussalman to come forward and defend that paper simply because 
it was a T^luslmi organ ? Probably my friend will not defend that paper 
at all 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (Lucknow and Pyzabad Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : I refuse to believe that story. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : I have given the date^ of that paper. 
It was published on the 25th August, 1934. I do not think it is worth 
while to repeat those nasty words which he wrote. They are so bad 

An Honourable Member : Is that communalism ^ 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : My Honourable Eriejicl understands 
1 PM communalism that it is fight between Hindus and 

Muhammadans. That is not the case. Even a fight 
between Shias and Sunnis is also communalism. 

There was another paper, called Al-Naqid of Cawnpore, which wrote 
on the 19th August, 1934, very nasty things about Hindus, and that tried 
to create ill-feeling between Hindus and Muslims. That paper wrote a 
very nasty article about Hindu women — ail those nasty things are not 
worth mentioning in this House, and so I will not repeat them. That 
paper wrote about Hindu ladies and young boys coming witiim the ])ro- 
visions of ti*e Sarda Act, and, in this way, that article incited hatred 
between Hindus and Muslims. Well, will my Honourable friend, standing 
up as the apostle of Hindu-Muslim unity, say that that paper should be 
allowed to continue its nefarious action of inciting hatred between the 
two communities I say that such a paper is a great harm to the com- 
munity, and that it is a disgrace to the Muslim community. 

Then, there was another paper at Patna which wrote on the 23r4 
May, 1935, with reference to two Honourable Members of this House. 
It asked, whether there was no Muhammad Amin ? My Honourable 
friends must know what it meant. Muhammad Amin was the man who 
killed Rajpa], This paper wanted that another Muhammad Amin should 
come up to deal with those two Honourable Members of the Assembly. 

An Honourable Member : Probably you are that Muhammad 
Amin who wanted to incite people 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Certainly I would have condemned 
it, if any paper asked that my Honourable friends Mr, PuzM Iluq or 
Maiilaua Shaukat Ali should be murdered. My Honourable friends seem 
to think tliat if a paper wrote like that, it was not exciting people to 
murder. This happened not in 1934, but in 1935 This article was written 
in Mav, 1935. Then, that paper was very rightly suppressed in Patna. 
My Honourable friends will periiaps say that it was not justifiable If 
more examples are wanted. I can easily quote. There are liiiiidrcds of 
such instances which I kept in my file, but unfortunately I burnt them afi 
last year There may be persons who asrree with my views and there may 
be other persons who might disagree with me. My religion teaches : 

' ^ ZaTcum dindkvm wale yaMn. * ' 

** You are pleased with what you believe to be right, and I am pleased with what 
I believe to be right.'’ 
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This is the principle which my religion preaches. That is what my 
Prophet has taught me. You must leave me alone. I do not want to 
interfere with what other people believe to be right. I do not want that 
another man should be killed, simply because he disagrees with me. That 
may be the philosophy of other people, but that is not mine. That is not 
my phase. No two human beings are similar. My Prophet teaches me 
that I should not interfere with other men’s ideas. 


Now, coming to the liberty of the press, I say liberty is quite different 
from license. My Prophet teaches that you are at liberty to do whatever 
you like, provided that does not interfere with the inherent riglits of 
others You are at liberty to go and earn by hard work, but you are not 
at liberty to go and steal. Islamic law says that if a man steals, his hands 
shoidd be cut off. So, this kind of license, namely, stealing is not allowed. 
He is to be stopped from stealing. If stealing is permitted, it w'Oidd mean 
that you are abusing the principle of liberty. It is license which must be 
discriminated from liberty. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : Where have you read all these ? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : My Honourable friend will not read 
any book and he does not know anything. So it is no use to cure the 
incorngible man. The point is, whether circumstances are such that we 
should allow the press to incite hatred among the different communities 
and different sections of Muslims. We should not give this power to the 
press, rather ive should control the press from doing such mischief How- 
ever laudable an object it may be to have a free press, it should not be 
allowed to create ill-feeling between the Hindus and Muslims At the 
present moiueiit, the two communities are going to settle down to work 
the new' Constitution. We have had bad times, and, m the interest of 
the future of India’s progress, we should come to an amicable under- 
standing and live like brothers. The only object of this Bill is to create 
pea.co and not allow' the press to creat di'-’sen.sion Why should any press, 
which will confine its activities to legitimate proportions, be afrahl of this 
mea.sure ? The saner sections of the press need not be afraid of this 
measure. I read in the National Call the other day some story written by 
one of its correspondents which tends to create ill-feeling between Sildis 
and Muslims. This is what the National Call says about the Meerut 
dispute : 

‘‘ Meanwhile some mischief mongers spread a false rumour to the effect that the 
local biltha were bent upon demolishing the mosque close to the proposed site and that 
they had actually demolished a portion of a wall. This led the Muhammadans to wsit 
the sHKi iuosc[ixe in groixps of himdieds and thousands crying different slogans and 
alarniing the public peace with the approach of Hmdn-Muslini riots. It is said that 
about 10 to^ 15,000 Muslims gathered at the said mosque and the authorities and the 
Hindu public, what to say of the Sikhs had a very hard time for the whole nio’ht 
between September 1 and September 2, 1935. As a matter of fact, the Sikhs onivr 
learnt of it at about 9 p,m. on 1st September when they were holding their usual weekly 
meeting m the Gurdwara. Not a single Sikh ever visited the place of the site of the 
mosque in question and the allegations made against them were entirely baseless and 


Now, tbe next seiiteuce is very pertinent : 

misguided action of the Muhammadans 
with utmost abhorrence The SAhs of Meerut have all along been most loy.al to the 
Gownment and friendly to their sister communities and would be pleased if the 
authorities would kindly take some legal action against the mischief mongers and request 
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the saner elements amongst the Muhammadans to Mndly publicly deplore the aetion 
of then* fellow-brethren who are responsible for in3uring the feelings of the Sikhs as a 
M hole* ' ’ 

Well, Sir, I come irom Meerut. I never iieircl arythlng about the 
suiipobcd demolition of mosque There is the Cantoiiinent next dvoi to 
my house. The place is not even a furlong fium my house, and I never 
Jieard about this incident until I saw it published in the newspapers. 
From reading the report in the newspapers, one would have come to the 
conclusion that the Muhammadans gathered there in such large numbers 
simply to bring about a riot and that the Sikhs as a whole resented this. 
When 1 approached my Sikh friends in this House, they said they never 
heard about this incident at all. How could they have heard of it when 
such a thing did not take place at all? This appeared only in 11 je columus 
of the National Call and nowhere else. So I say that this kind ^'f writing 
should be stopped and should not be allowed to go on, because it creates 
such bad blood, tliat Muslim constituents will not return those Muslim 
]\[enibers again if they have anything to do with the Hindus and the^same 
will he the ease with Hindu Members. We have to mould the future 
destiny of Indja, and those people who are the cause of dividing us sliotild 
be pul under contnh 1 have very often seen repovis in the press that a 
Muslim goonda has outraged .a Hindu lady or a Hindu has outraged a 
Muslim. Why should not the name be published ? Why should you pub- 
lish it as a Muslim '' or '' a Hindu ’’ ? The effect that is created in the 
minds of ignorant people is to excite them. For the sake of our country 
and for the future of our country, we should rise to the occasion and put 
down these people and curb them. The Government of India -Act has 
come, and we must settle down. In the town of IVIcerut. w^e Muslims have 
lived always on terms of friendship with the Hindus and have enjoyed 
their confidence, and year after year they have elected members of my 
family as Chairman of the Municipal Board. And, now, it is very deplo- 
rable that bad blood is sought to be created bet^veen us there. 

I admit, of courKse, that the press should not be badly treated and 
should liave full liberty to criticise, and, in 1932, ii was enacted that 
eriucLsni of measures of Government with a view to obtaining their 
alteration by lawfful means, without exciting or attempting ^to excite 
hatred, contempt and disaffection, shall not be ])ena]i>sed. What is in- 
tended in the present Bill is to take off all the sections except section 16 
and section 7 wdiich deal -with crimes ; the others deal with the procedure. 
Our anxiety in 1932 wms that the measure should not be peruianent, and 
we sueceedal. The same is our anxiety today ; and the present Govern- 
ment should not bind the Government of the future. But that can be 
achieved only by taking the Bill into consideration. ^ As the Bill stands, 
it is for permanency, and if it is not taken into consideration, no amend- 
ments UM' possible, and Government will be forced to have recourse to the 
extraordinary measure of certification. I honestly and sincerely believe 
that this Bill is necessary, though it may be in a modified form, until the 
future Government comes into being. Up to that time, picketing should 
not be allowed, because it tabes away the liberty of the people, and the 
press also should not be allowed unbridled license to pi^eaeh eommimal 
hatred and disafiectioii among different classes. But If the House fails 
to take it into consideration and to amend it as it likes, Government will, 
in my opinion, be justified in ha^ng resort to extraordinary powers. It 
Is for the Honourable IVIombers to join hands and carry out amendments 
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according to their desire, rather than force the hands of Government to 
pat the Bill, as ini ]‘odneed, permanently on the Statute book. Sir, I 
support the motion for consideration. 

[At this Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahlm) 

vacated the Chair, which was then occupied by Mr. Deputy President 
(Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta).] 

Maulana Shaukat Ali (Cities of the United Provinces : Muham- 
madan Urban) : Sir, I was very anxious to intervene immediately after 
the Home Member had spoken, so' that the House and the country might 
have been spared the flood of eloquence on both sides, rather of a stormy 
character. I know vhat eloquence means and what ic can do. Before I 
go further, I may mention one incident. It is my duty, as an humble 
peacemaker, lo take kicks from both sides of the House. However, I vas 
very grateful tliat this Government made a small gesture in the right 
direction when they released my friend, Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru. He 
is a gentleman by instinct, by education and by family traditions ; and 
the Government may perfectly rest assured that he will never take undue 
advantage of any little gesture in his favour and I hope tliat all Honour- 
able Members will agree with me in praying that his sweet wife and 
revererl mother m,ay be spared to him for many many years 

I lieard the speech of the Honourable the Home Member very 
paiientiy. PersonMly I like him, and I have always received consideration 
and coiirtscy from him. He pieced together a number of iliings to make a 
case against what you may call the revolutionaries and terrorists or those 
ad\ancod people who \^ant to see a free India. As one who has experi- 
enced internment, lias suffered imprisonment, and hilso lias suffered under 
Kegulation III of 1818, I can also make a case against this Government. 
If [ was to relate all that happened to me and to my brother, Mohammed 
All and to our family, and if I piece together every little bit, every wrong 
done to ns, every insult offered to us and our faith, every discomfort that 
we went through, then, I assure you, Sir, there will be a file ever so 
much bigger Hum the reejord which the Honourable the Home Member 
produced before us, bin I do not want to do it. I am nor. iiere for that 
ipurpose. If I wanted to create fresh records of grievances against the 
Government, I could do it if this sort of thing is Mlowed to go on. 
And I assure the Honourable the Home Member that by the course you 
are taking and tlie kind of speeches you have made and are making, you 
have already creatiid at least half a million of Indian youtlis wlio will 
be revolutionaries in the near future. The truth must be told to you. 
You have already done a great deal of harm to the British connection with 
India — I mean the Government and their supporters, — by^ their speeches 
and actions, have done more harm to the British eounection, and I assure 
you, Sir, that the speech of the Honourable the Home Member will oe 
read with glee and great pleasure by the die-hards in England who do 
not want that Indians should get rights to control their own affairs. He 
hm done a great disservice to India whose salt he has been eating. As 
regards my friend, the Collector from Midnapore (Mr. Griffiths), I may 
say tins. I am a fighter n^yself and I liked his fine fighting speech : and 
though he may appear a Bantam or a Featherweight, he has got self- 
assurance enough to take on a Prime Camera, the heaviest giant, and 
fight him. I admiir a man like that. His speech was a fighting S]>eech, 
and I enjoyed it. I only hope that when these new elections take place in 
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Bengal, and when I and men like myself go to Bengal and M'ulnapore and 
ward io make speeches there, so that pliant and weak Muslims may not be 
elected, he may, if he ’\/aids, send for us and argue with us and convince 
us with his speeches but would not ban our entry under section 144 or 
lock us up. 

I expected something better from my friend, Mr. Janies His 
speeeli was a mighty sermon : it was very interesting bnl, ail the time 
he was speakjug, he se<mied to be under the impression that JMr. Ane} and 
my ovn humble self and Mr. Lalchand Navalrai and Sardar Sant Singh — 
all eommnnalists — would appreciate the pearls of wisdom he was 
scattering The lecture was really meant for ns Before he spoke, I wanted 
to intervene again and to beg the Honourable the Home Member on my 
bended knees, saying. For God’s salie, withdraw this Bill. It is not 
v.^anted. By this withdrawal, you will bring in better feebng and you 
would do a great service to your Empire ’ Sir, the Government had tried 
these methods of repression before, and with what result ? During the 
Iasi Great War, the people of India bled white for England and fought all 
over the world for England and saved the Empire. We were told in 1917 
that we were fighting this w^ar for self-determination and we expected seif- 
go\ernment would come immediately after. Instead of that, we got the 
Rowlalt Act. Sikhs, l^hislims and Hindus of the Punjab went and 
foughl for the Empire : but, under the Defence of India Act. Muslims, 
Hindus, Sikhs, wnthoiit any distinction, which really meant that ail who 
had fought in the war, were made to crawl on their tummies ” simply 
because an English woman was insulted ; and for that one insult, hund- 
reds anil thousands of iiidians were insulted and punished. I do not 
mind the punishment, but every Indian, who had to go out of that lane, 
had to crawl on his tummy ”, and there wms no Sikh or yruslim or 
Hindu-- and Sikiis are great Bahadurs, Muslims tire great Bahadurs and 
Hindus art' big Bahadurs today — ^who would have said “ No, I will not 
crawd on my tummy ” : I have legs to wmlk on. Do what you bk® 
With ail those things in my mind, Sir, I went to the highest English olScial 
in this country, and he told me : Yes — ^Dyer and O’Dwyer did let us 

down badly Please do not repeat that mistake. 

I say, how, in spite of repressive law^s, you have ten times more revo- 
lutionaries in this country than there were in 1920 Do you think you 
can stop the rising feeling of resentment by these Acts ^ ^ Let me tell you 
tins, Sir. People were made to crawl on their ‘‘ tummies” : poets had 
to write verses with their noses on the ground ; Sadhiis were white- 
washed ^vith lime, and all sorts of wonderful things were done ]\Ir. 
Bosworth Smith would go and insult women in Sheikhupiira District say- 
ing You -are now in yurdah . why did you not look after your men and 
tell them mev should not stand up against the sirJmr : \ will remove now 
your veil with my stick, but my policemen will come, and lift your 
skirhs/' These things happened. Every day, m spite t^ueh laws, the 
country is getting worse and worse. I have been imprisoned and know jail 
life. I do not know if my friend, the Collector of Midnapore, has seen im- 
prisonment. I would ]d%e every official, especially in the liidian Civil 
Service, after he had passed his departmental examinations to be locked 
up like any ordinary prisoner for three months. (Laughter.) His clothes 
should be the same, his food should be the same, and he must be given ten 
stripes on his bare back ; and he will then understand what these laws 
mean to us. If the Honourable the Home Member v^aiits at any time t.o 
introduce real, humane reforms in jails, I would be only too glad to offer 
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him my humble services. There is a class of prisoners, Sir, who are called 
Dohalias — ^habitnals — I do not know what they are called in Bengal : 
they have two blue stripes on their clothings instead of one for ordinary 
convicts, who have one blue stripe and one white. I assure you. Sir, there 
is nobody more flattered, more feared and more pampered in the jail by all 
the jail officials than these hardened habitual criminals. When I was a 
prisoner in Karachi, my .Superintendent told me the story of a man 
called Kazaack whom I had the pleasure of meeting later when I w’'as in 
the jail oflice to consult my lawyers during the Karachi iriaL Tins man 
was dressed in gunny bags, — a kind of jail punishment He would not 
look at anybody, but voiila abuse every jail official. When he saw me 
and learnt who I was, he salamed me. The Superintendent told me a 
story about himi: for disobedience of orders he was given 30 stripes: the 
procedure being that he was made stark naked, stripped of every inch 
of cloihing and tied on a wooden triangle. A white cloth saturated with 
some kind of medicine — ^Dr. Deshmukh will be able to say what it was — 
was put on his bare buttocks, and he was given 30 stripes : these stripes 
were not ordinary : at the fourth stroke, they brought blood : he clenched 
his teeth and (hen recfdved the remaining stripes without a cry : and 
when he had received them, he turned round to the Superintendent and 
before all said : You have given me thirty stripes on the back : now 
give me thirty stripes in front”, and the whole jail was resounding 
with praises for this jail hero. So much for these wicked punishments. 
Now, Sir, are you wanting the whole country and every youth of India, 
Muslim, Sikh or Hindu, to say : You have given us so many stmpes 

on the back • give us as many more on the front ? Do you want them 
to become ' Dohalias ^ or habitual breakers of Law ” ? It would be 
unwise and wrong 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : Is the Honour- 
able Member going to be very long ^ 

Mauiana Shaukat Ali : I shall not be very long ; I shall take only 
ten minutes more. 

Several Honourable Members : After lunch 

Mr, Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) ; The Honourable 
Member can go on. 

Mauiana Shaukat Ali : Thank you, Sir. I am very sorry I have to 
detain the House, without lunch, but I shall not be \ery long. I beg 
on my knees the Honourable the Home Member to withdraw this Bill. 
I would beg of them even at this late stage to withdraw this Bill and 
save the poor people of this country and tliemselves from a great deal 
of trouble. If this Bill is sent to H. B. the Viceroy, I hope he will 
refuse to certify it Sir, he is going away in a few months, and, after 
so many years’ service to India, I do not think he will give this dis- 
agreeable parting gift to this eounlry by certifying a measure of this 
character. If Government do not pay heed to our prayers and entreaties 
to withdraw this Bill, then the responsibility will be theirs ; they will 
lose many well-wishers. In this connection, Sir, I am reminded of a 
story, my brother, Mahomed Ali, told me when the Press Act of 1908 
was passed. He thought it was meant only for the Bengalis, the 
Tilakites and Marathas and for others, but not for Muslims who were 
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loyal and contented. But wliat happened ? The very first man who 
was caught by this -Act was Mahomed Ali himself and Ids paper, tne 
Comrade. (Laughter.) What for ? For publishing a quotation from 
tUo Bible Come into Macedonia and help us taken from an Engiish- 
nian’s pamphlet in favour of the Turks. The case went up before Chief 
Justice Sir Lawi*ence Jenldns, and he said : Mr. Mahomed All, I can- 
not give you back your papers, but I give you back your honour The 
Press Law is such that even quotations from the Bible and the Holy 
Koran, made in connection with humanitarian causes, come witliin its 
arm. (Ones of Shame’’ from tlie Congress Party Benches}. I was 
reading yesterday a weekly, Old Aligliarian , — I am very sorry I have not 
got it here. It gave m full an old article from the Comrade^ written by 
my brother himself in 1911. Mahomed Ali sent an appeal lo every 
Muslim to start to collect a fund to found tlie King George Sliislim 
University. I was then that abject being called a Government servant. 
He induced me to take long leave and made me go round as Seeretar} to 
H. H. the Aga Khan to beg Muslims to make contribution for the Muslim 
University to be named after King George. My Mend, Mr. Asaf Ali, 
asked me not to mention too often that I have been a rebel and an out- 
law ”, but I cannot help mentioning it, because I want to be frank ; because 
I want that a real effort should be made to bring about an hojiourable 
understanding. If you want to quarrel, you can go on quarrelling, but 
what will happen to India and what would you gain ^ 

The Home Member and the Government, front Benchers, have got 
devoted, if not wise, supporters. If it is desired that women and 
children of the independent tribes should not be bombed, somebody from 
that side and from the Frontier will get up and say that the people in the 
Frontier only needed and appreciated bombing and so there must be 
bombing ; if the Government say that a repressive Press Act is not iieces- 
saiy, somebody behind them and a press man too will urge and impress 
on the Government to deal it with a strong hand. I was expecting my 
friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, to speak after me, and to tear me to pieces, 
bill I am very glad he spoke before me, and I am now able to give him an 
answer. Sir, they have tried all kinds of repressive laws, but that 
method has not improved conditions in the country. My brother used to 
tell me a story. It appears that, one night, m Piccadilly, a gay old 
dandy, well dressed in immaculate clothes, with a monocle and a gold 
headed cane and having dined well at his club with a couple of cham- 
pagne bottles inside him, saw a salvation army preacher in his red uniform 
who was shouting . Friends, come and get salvation, I will show }Ou 
the road to salvation, I ivill guide yon along the proper patii This 
club man went up to him, put on his monocle and drawled out : My 
friend, do you know the road to salvation ? ” Yes, I do ” was the 
reply. How do you know it ^ ” ‘‘ 1 have been on this road to salva- 
tion for 40 years ” the reply. Then, said he : My friend, if after 
being for 40 years on this road of salvation, you have reached as 
far as Piccadilly, then I will advise you to try another road 
(Laughter.) 

Then, Sir, I have one thing more to say. It is an incident from Islamic 
history. Every lawyer in the House knows the name of Imam Ahmmad 
Bin Hambal, one of the four jurists, who have done so much for Islamic 
Law. Imam Hambal, after each prayer, used to pray in fervent langu- 
age for the rest of the soul of one Abu Hozema, His son one day asked 
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Ijxm wlio this man was ? He must have been a great saint ? The Imam 
replied : No ; he was the greatest blackguard in the whole of 

Iraq, he was a thief, a robber and a murderer, but he did me a yeomen 
service for which I will always be grateful And, here, I want to refer 
do what my friend, Mr. Yamin Kh.an, said : Does he not remember the 
Karachi State trial where Mahomed Ali, Maulana Hosaiii Ahmad, Mufti 
Nisar Ahmad, Pir Gholam Mo j addin, Dr. Kitchlew and myself were xned 
for preaching this commandment of the Holy Koran : 

“ Wa man Yaqtool Momenan Motaammadan, fa jasaho Jehannamo etc, 

“ If one Moslem intentionally killed another Moslem, then, his punishment was 
Jehannam, etc.'' 

Mr. Miihaminad Yamin Khan : What is the punishment to one who 
excites one Mussalman to kill another ? 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : I am not excited even by the interruption 
of my friend, Mr Yamin Khan. No one has excited any Muslim against 
him. He has not been killed. (Laughter.) As I was saying, Sir, the 
great “Jurist informed his son that there was time when in a point of law 
1 differed from the Ulema who surrounded the Khali f Mamiirrasheed 
and they said : 

This man is spoiling the morals and the faith of the Muslims, he ought to get 
100 stripes m the public market." 

I was then escorted by thousands of police, in glittering uniforms, 
meant to brow^beat. and the thousands and thousands of people wdio 
loved and respected me and they could not do anything but cry 
bitterly at the sight of my humiliation and shame I was also very 
nervous and feeling weak. Just then, one man rushed through the 
crowd and came to me and said, I am Abu Hozema ; I have this day 
come out of the prison, I am 45 years old ; 25 years I have passed in 
prison, I have had 24,000 lashes on my hare back j and before I left 
the prison, I took an oath that this very day I will commit robbery. 
If 24,000 lashes and 25 years’ imprisonment have not stopped me from 
doing the devil’s work, will these 100 lashes stop you from doing God’s 
work ? 

T got new^ courage and knew that he was sent by God to warn 
me and give me courage, That is why I pray for him Sir, I have 

suffered much, I have been a prisoner. When I came here, I thought 
I was the only man in the House who had spent a long time in Jail, but 
I saw that my friend, Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya, surpassed 
me lie told me he had a bigger Jail record than I had. Sir, all my 
speeches in this House are in print. I was trying hard to make an 
honourable peace TOth the Government If there is honourable peace bet- 
’ween India and England, I would welcome it. After the Government 
Meml ers had refused to institute an official enquiry in spite of the decision 
of this House, then the Assembly and Council of State IMuslim embers 
appointed a non-official commission to enquire into the Karachi firing. We 
wanted an impartial non-official inquiry. Some of us wanted to go 
there and find out the causes of the rioting there ; we merely wanted 
to investigate and find out whether really Muslims were at fault, 
whether they could have avoided the trouble, whether there was any 
Justification for shooting, and that what steps should he taken to pre- 
vent a recurrence of such trouble. In fact, we wanted to find out the 
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leal eaii^e of the trouble. The result was that the Bombay Government 
banned this and served notice on me, saying that I was doing acts 
prejudicial to public peace. The Honourable the Home Member was 
very angry with Pandit Ejushna Kant JM^alaviya and said : You want 
Lo sympathise with murderers 'I '' Sir, I tell you franidy, there is no 
jdussalman wdio does not sincerely believe that 69 Muslims were mur- 
dered in Karachi. They would be justified to say, '' I cannot co- 
operate with the Government, because they want to hide and eondone 
official murderers We wanted to enquire into the actual facts oT tiie 
firing and suggest how to deal with such situations in fuiui'e, but we 
were not allowed to go. Though I was a non-eo-operator and a “ reiiel 
and an outlaw yet never was any seeuniy demanded from the 
KJmafat newspaper, of which I am the Editor and no '' dummy Edi- 
tor ’’ too, but, after tins incident, the Go\"ernment showed their dis- 
pleasure by demanding a security of Ks. 3,U00. 1 did not want to kill 

any body, I have not killed even a cat, and I make no iiersonal 
grievance of this action of the Government. I would advise Govern- 
ment to withdraw this Bill and conciliate people, but, if they von’t heed 
.•liat advice, well, everything is. in the han(k of God and they alone would 
be responsible as to what happened. (Applause.) 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Five Minutes to Three 
ot the Clock 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Five Minutes to Idiree of 
die Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir xibdiir Rahim) in the 
Chair. 


Mr. M S Aney (Berar Renresenlative ) . Sir, I have to thank you 
tor permitting me to intervene in this debate and make a few observa- 
tions on the motion before the House. I shall he very brief. Not, that 
I have not much to saj^, but I think that the motion has been debated 
at considerable length and from all points of view. 

The motion before the House is for the consideration of the Bill to 
amend the Criminal Law Amenrimeiil Act The motion evidently is 
intended to bring permanently on the Statute-book a law which has 
been detested and condemned all along from the time of its inception to 
the present day. I have noi heard anybody, not now but “^inee tlie time 
when the Act came into being, saying a good word for this, hut it was 
then justified on grounds of emergency and so on. We thought the word 
emergency always meant some temporary aberration when normal 
conditions are not in existence, and when normal conditions are not in exist- 
ence, probably such penal legislation may be justified. We were not here. 
Nor were we free outside to express our opinion on the basic principles 
of this legislation that was brought forward for the consideration of the 
House then, but I am prepared to admit this fact that the conditions in 
rhe country at the time when this legislation was brought forward were 
abnormal and probably that could be eonstnied as an emergency for the 
Government to take these extraordinary powens. The real point is this. 
T thought that the present Executive Council had sufficient eommoii sense 
in itself to appreciate the present position What the Government has 
to ^ see is whether there is any such thing as an emergency now to justify 
this cxtrprdinary legislation at all. It is admitted that the eiiieigency 
which existed in the year 1932 does not exist today. That fact is tacitly 
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corieeded by tbe Hononrable Member in charge of this Bill. He has 
made that statement in the iSjtatement of ObjectSi and Reasons and he also 
claims that he has taken that fact into consideration. He has also con- 
ceded that the conditions which existed when this temporary legislation 
was brought into force do not exist today, and, therefore, the present Bill 
which he has brought forward is not exactly' a renewal of the old Act but 
it is an attenuated form of that Act. Certain provLSions are repealed and 
certain provisions are retained. He says that sections 2, 3, 4, 6 and 8 have 
been repealed. Some other provisions which are more or less of a proce- 
dural nature are also repealed because they related mainly to conditions 
which were a special feature of the Civil Disobedience Movement against 
which the first law was directed. I do not know whether the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Bill has really studied the conditions under 
which the Civil Disobedience Movement itself was rxm and wb ether he is 
aware that the conditions under which the Civil Disobedience Movement 
was run had anything to do with the clauses which he is now repealing. 
Clauses 2, 3, 4, 6 and 8 relate to certain conditions which no doubt are 
■witiiin the scope of what is known as a complete non-co-operation pro- 
gramme that was published in 1920 and wliieii contained many things 
including the making of efforts to stop the enrolment to the army. I 
admit that fact, but the Civil Disobedience Movement ot 1930 was run on 
special conditions wiliieli -were laid dow-n. It was for the breach of cer- 
tain specific laws and for preventing the sales of foreign cloth and similar 
activity It had nothing to do wuth dissuading people from joining the 
army That was not the programme of the Civil Disobedience Movement 
of 1930 and you will find that the boycott of public servants or dissuading 
people from joining the army and the police had nothing to do with the 
Civil Disobedience Movement which we ran in 1930 and which continued 
up to the year 1933. All those sections which related to this were prac- 
tically obsolete during the very period for 'which the law wms intended. 
I do not thinl?; there was any occasion for the Government of India or for 
Prowncial Government to make use of any one of those sections 
whieli are now being omitted. They were obsolete even then. In draft- 
ing tlie Bill then, they probably took the copy of the programme which 
was described as the non-co-operation programme, found out what it con- 
tained and those provisions' have been inserted in the form of several 
clauses of the Bill. But in doing so they did not only provide against 
the emergency that actually then existed but an emergency, which they 
imagined, might arise and, develop out of the Civil Disobedience Move- 
ment. It never took tliat form and those provisions were never used and 
so they Were obsolete. And the provisions which ivere even then exclu- 
sively intended for the suppression of the Civil Disobedience Movement 
have been retained in the present Bill also and, therefore, I do not want 
to give credit to the Honourable Member in charge of the Bill tiiat lie has 
taken note of the fact that the Civil Disobedience Movement is in abey- 
ance and, therefore, certain provisions have been repealed, and only such 
provisions have been retained as have got nothing to do with the Civil Dis- 
obedience Movement. That is a wrong statement of fact in my opinion. 

.Now^ I want to know what was the justification for this measure ? 

3 PM ^^0 required these powers. In a big speech and a 
, u * ' . ^ good speech, the Honourable Member in charge of 
^hq Bill has made out his ease in support of this motion. He has stated 
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that in 1932 various Provincial Governments expressed the urgent need 
of having some such extraordinary powers He has quoted extensive 
extracts from the reports made by the Government of the Punjab and also 
by the Government of Bengal in 1932, But I am surprised to find that 
he has not quoted the opinions of any single Provincial Government 
urgently asking the Government of India to retain this law, so far as the 
present Bill is concerned, permanently on the Statute-book in one form 
or another. There must have been many Provincial Governments, 1 
imagine, who would have said, perhaps, that as no such conditions exist 
today as they had existed previously, the continuance of these provisions 
was not called for, perhaps in their entirety, as a permanent measure. 
Tlien I would like to take up the third point in this connection, namely, 
this. This law is justdied by him on the existence of certain conditions 
today, — that, though the Civil Disobedience Movement is in abeyance, 
according to him, he wanted to counteract certain other forces, sucli as 
Comniuiiism, communalism, terrorism, and so on. Well, Sir, 1 would 
like to say one thing, that I am perfectly sure tliat the sources which bring 
about Communism or even communalism are of a nature altogether dif- 
ferent from the one which a Bill like this will ever be able to counteract. 
My Honourable friends have already successfully shown how and vfliy and 
under what conditions these Communists can grow and become 
numerous in this country. And what are the reasons ? Sir, unless the 
Government is prepared to analyse and find out the root causes and try to 
uproot those root causes, it will be difficult for them to combat Com- 
munism or any other ism 'b Sir, so long as the root cause remains, 

I say all these are and will prove to be but superficial remedies They 
may give ample ])owers to create an undesirable situation, a reign of terror 
in this country, but below that reign of terror, Sir, Communism, I say, 
or even communalism will grow and be fostered And you ignore that 1 
If. the executive creates a reign of terror in this country by the indiscri- 
minate use of the extraordinary powers, as they have been doing, I am 
sure, they are creating the very conditions under which tbe disruptive 
forces like Communism and terrorism can thrive and prosper. (Hear, 
hear.) This is no cure for the remedy. On the other hand, it may 
aggravate the disease in such a manner that you will be bound to regard 
it as hopeless and beyond the scope of any remedy soon afterwards. 
Wait and see. 

Sir^ one of the reasons which the Honourable the Home Member has 
given to make this Bill permanent is a psychological one. He has said 
that one reason why they want to make the Bill a permanent one is that 
temporary measures are likely to create a feeling in the minds of those 
who dabble in these movements that very soon the restraints will be over 
and they are thus likely to cherish the hope that some day or other they 
may be enabled again to resume their reactionary activities. Sir, here t 
believe he has not correctly understood the psychology of these terrorists. 
Sir the terrorists and for the matter of that even the civil resisters are 
not like ordinary people ; they are men who are made of sterner stuff than 
what my Honourable friend imagines. They have developed within 
themselves a certain mentality which has grown on account of certain 
forces that exist in this country. The point is this. Unless you give a 
fair chance to these persons — who are either law-breakers or terrorists or 
revolutionaries to engage in pursuits where they can utilize their talents 
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honourably and usefully and m which their desire for public service can 
be gratified, unless some such^ opportunities are created for them, no 
enange of heart in them can be” possible. I am sure my Honourable 
inend, in seeking to make this law permanent and to deprive the press of 
the opportunities under which they cherish the hope of carrying on their 
propaganda, is going to defeat his own professed object, if he reaiiy wanes 
to bring about a change of heart in these young men. 1 want the Govern- 
ment to understand tnat they have to create the conditions under winch 
these young men will be engaged in a more honourable way and in which 
their natural desire for public service will be gratified. So long as you 
do not create proper avenues and channels for them, and so long as you 
treat them merely as suspects in this land, so long as you continue to 
harass them like that, I say, Sir, terrorism, instead of being crushed, will 
be driven underground. This is the very position which you are creating. 
Sir, this is all that my Honourable friend, Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya, 
was trying in his speech the other day to explain to this House. He did 
not want to express his sympathy with murders That is quite a wrong 
impression. What he wanted was this, that, if you want to deal with 
these terrorists, these misguided youths, then open your hearts frankly to 
respectable citizens in this country in whom they can trust, let there be a 
sincere understanding between the leaders in this country and the offi- 
cials ; there is no possibility of really tackling this problem effectively in 
any other wuy. My Honourable friend, Mr. James, who is always 
cautious in making his observations, missed the real purpose of the obser- 
vations wdiieh my Honourable friend, Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya, 
had to make on that point. This is all that he said. (Hear, hear ) 

Sir, there was another point made by my Honourable friend, Pandit 
Govhid Ballabh Pant, namely, wdiere is the need of this law if you Caid 
that, after having these powers for so many years, the object of the pre- 
vious legislation has -not been served j and then what is the use of having 
a fresh law ? 'Sir, the Honourable Member for Commerce, in his own 
'tv ay, tried to give a bit of an ingenious reply. He is a good lawyer, there 
is no question about that, but it was a special pleading ; he looked to me 
like a iawj^er arguing and advocating a hopeless cause for which he was 
briefed. It looked to me like this. He said, in all seriousness, well, if 
because of this law or in spite of this law, terrorism or. such, like things 
are not stifled, but on the other hand have been growing, if that is the 
reason advanced by you for the repeal of this law, well, why then don’t 
you do away with the Indian Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure 
Code ? Sir, that was the serious observation made by my Honourable 
friend, the Member in charge of the portfolio of Commerce. Sir, the 
Indian Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code are Acts which have 
nothing to do with the detection of crime. Figures were quoted to show 
that so many thousands of murders were committed and so few were 
detected, but what has the Indian Penal Code or the Criminal Procedure 
Code got to do with detection f If there is anybody who is to be blamed 
for that, it is the staff in charge of this work of detection. Sir, my 
Honburahle friend should have understood the importance of the in- 
sinuation, the indictment that was contained in the statement made by my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Asaf Ali, and he failed to perceive the gravity of 
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tlie observation that was made that the Government allowed so many 
thousands of murders to go undetected. Serious offences like that go on 
undetected and it is a charge against the Governmental agency and not 
against the Indian Penal Code or the Criminal Procedure Code. The 
Honourable the Commerce Member should have certainly seen that point 
very clearly. Sir, what I want to say is this that there is no need for a 
iaw like this. The reason why I do not want to have tins law is that it 
will defeat its own object and I have said this so often. Govern luent 
should see whether by pursuing a policy of this nature they are likely to 
reconcile public opinion and to help to establish those conditions under 
which peaceful progress of this country can be ensured 

Now, what are you doing ? The most powerful party in the eoiiniry 
has come and sat in this House and conditions under which certain 
emergency measures were passed have undoubtedly disappeared. What 
is your reply to the change of programme which the most powerful ]^any 
in the country has deliberately made ? It is made 'with a view to see the 
hona fides of your professions which you have made times without number 
on the floor of this House that if certain conditions are created, Govern- 
ment wull be willing to co-operate and withdraw all repression. Now, 
members of the Congress have come here and are prepared to offer their 
hand of co-operation and are ready tO' give you every kind of help in 
establishing conditions for the peaceful . progress of this country. But 
if you continue to ask Cor measures like this, you will be creating obstacle>s 
in their way ^nd making their co-operation with you absolutely impossible. 
Is this a statesmanlike attitude to take ^ I must tell you that you are 
doing this in defiance of public opinion and that is a point which you 
must take into consideration. During the last Budget Session 1 had the 
privilege of moving a cut motion to protest against this repressive policy 
and that motion was carried by an overwhelming majority of this Hoasa. 
That motion said that all persons who have been detained in jails under 
these repressive laws should be set at liberty and all repressive measured 
that have been in existence should be withdrawn. The House recorded a 
clear and unequivocal verdict on that motion. Now, what is the way in 
which you have been treating that verdict ? You say that, though it was 
the verdict of this House, you must proceed in your own way because you 
are responsible for the peace and order of this country. , And you feel in 
your supreme wisdom that the conditions of this country require that one 
more reactionary weapon be added to your armoury. Sir, the Statute- 
book of this Government is already blackened by the existence of 
so many repressive laws and I am sure the addition of this law will 
make it almost abominable if you keep it permanently. 

Sir, when I got up to make my speech, I made up my mind to con- 
fine my remarks to a few points only and I also agreed to take up only 
a short time of the House. I want to keep to my promise and if you, 
Sir, think that T have exceeded that limit, you are at liberty to point 
that fact to me and I shall sit down. Now, Sir, it is said that this 
measure is not only for the benefit of all of us today but it will make 
the' position of those who will he in charge of this Government later 
more safe and secure. Sir, we know what that Government will be 
under the new Government of India Act. I am sure no man will shed 
a tear if that Act is altogether dropped today. I have to 
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make one suggestion to tiie Government. ‘You are only heaping one re- 
actionary law upon the other for the sake of perpetuating the regime of 
prospective reactionary rule. Why don’t you drop that law and this 
measure as well i^Applause from the Congress Party Benches.) It is 
in the hands of the Government of India even now before the new Act 
is actually put into operation to make a suggestion to the Secretary of 
State to save this country from this domination of the new law and all 
the other laws that are to come in its train for the sake of making it 
workable If such measures are necessary to make that law workable, 
you will never succeed in giving any kind of self-government to this 
country We are not fools to believe you when you say that such 
powers are necessary in order to enable tiie future Mmisters to do their 
work successfully. I regard that the Government of India are like 
Manthara,- -the maid in attendance on the Queen who gave advice to the 
Queen of Ayodhya, Kaikai, and the foolish lady out of a sense of selfish 
interest imposed conditions upon the old Raja Dasharatha. Those condi- 
tions were that Rama was' to be exiled for 12 years and her own son Bharat 
was to become the crowned king. Her son came back only to rebuke Ms 
mother instead of accepting the crown. Dasharath was dead and ulti- 
mately she found that she was a widow and nowhere. That is going to 
be your position. (Laughter.) Rama, the real aspirant to the throne 
of Ayodhya, gloriously returned after exile and occupied the throne of 
Ayodhj^a. Indian people like Rama will get their Swaraj and come back 
to their own today or tomorrow, and you will have to share the unenvi- 
able fate of Manthara and Kaikai. 

This being the case, I want to give one piece of advice. Even now 
it is not too late for you to retrace your steps and be convinced that you 
are treading a wrong path. But if you think that nothing in this world 
can teach you wisdom, you are at liberty to do what you like and he pre- 
pared for the worst. With these words. Sir, I thank you once more for 
giving me an opportunity to speak and also the House for giving me a 
patienf hearing for these few minutes that I had at my disposal. I 
wished to take up many olhei* points and if I have not been able to take 
them, up it was because I had a very short time at my command. How- 
ever, 1 hope that other Honourable Members were able to convince the 
House that the old law was misused and there is no doubt that this Gov- 
ernment will also abuse the powers which it is now asking us to give. 
I want to say, in conclusion, that these powers have not only been mis- 
used in Bengal and other parts of India, but also in my part of the 
country, the Central Provinces and Maharashtra Sir, I oppose the 
measure. (Loud Applause from Congress Party Benches.) 

The Honourable Sir Hripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) : Sir, 
in baking part in this debate, which, I presume, is at its concluding stage, 
I do not propose to start hy raising any contentions or advancing any argu- 
ments, but I wish to lay before this House certain facts toi enable it to 
judge as to what were the consequences when, on each of the three previous 
occasions, the experiment was tried of repealing press legislation. My 
Honourable friend, Mr, Abdiil Matin Chaudhury, said that he was giving 
a cold narration of facts, but somehow or other my experience has been 
that cold facts generate in certein quarter more heat than angry declama- 
tions. 
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Now, coming to the point at once, the first Press Act, % e., of 1878s 
gave certain powers of forfeiture of press to the executive. Under that 
Act, tiicre was not even a semblance of recourse to Courts for challenging 
the aciion of the executive That is what is referred to by Sir Lawrence 
Jenkiub m the portion of his judgment which 'was read out to the House 
by my Honourable colleague, the Commerce Member. 

Now, Sir, that Act came to be repealed. Later on, when the situa- 
tion required that some more powers should be taken, nothing was done 
in the shape ot! press legislation, but the Government thoughL that the 
situation would be sufficiently met by tinkering with the Indian Penal 
Code, and the result of that was that in 1898, two new sections were iiitro- 
due<^d The one was section 124- A winch relates to sedition, and the 
second was section 153-A which relates to exciting class hatred. 

Therefore, Sir, in 1898, the position was that there was w press legis- 
lation, although the Indian Penal Code had been streugthenea by the 
addition of these two sections 

Let us see, Sir, what was happening between the years 1903 and 1910 
or rather 1908 when there was no press legislation of any kind whatso- 
ever. 1 think 1 need hardly remind this House that the terrorist movement 
in Bengal had practically n}Q history or a negligible history before the days 
of the partition of Bengal. (Hear, hear.) Under cover of the partition 
agitation, at a time when there was no question of any repression, due 
to other causes into which 1 need not digress just now, tijero vas 
any amount of terrorist activity. What was then happening to the 
press ? 

As soon as this agitation started, a number of papers cain'’^ out, and 
those, who have come from Bengal or those who have studied 1iie history 
of Bengal, cannot forget the name of the Ywgantar, the ^(hullvfa, the 
Sarafhi and others. There was open incitement to assassinaiiiui and 
murder as a political weapon. In those days, the cam(;iuliage of pro- 
fession of non-violence was not known. They were inciting the people 
to violence. They said, that is the only way in which the country could 
be liberated- What was the effect of these papers ! I need not give fliem 
in my own 'vtierds, but I shall give you reference to cases where it lias been 
found- -b> (hurt that thos? papers were allie>s in the campaign of 
conspiracy and murder Before the Pres»s Act came into operation. {In^se 
newspapers, particularly the Yuganiar and the Smdhya, were responsible 
for dissemination on a verj^ large scale, of incitement to violciice. Sir, 
as I said, I will give you tone or two instances from the judgments of 
(hnirts In what is known as the Manicktoia Conspiracy case, .... 

An Honourable Member : Oh 1 You are beginning from there. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : My Honourable friends will 
kindly make note of this fact, that I do not desire to give wny either to 
casual intemiptors or to habitual interrupters like iny Honourable friend, 
Prof. Ranga, en the other side. 

Now, Sir, in the Manicktoia Conspiracy ease — ^I am giving it from the 

g %ment-Hhe Court found that the accused employed newspapers in 
rtheranee of the objects of the conspiracy, namely, assassination on a 
large scale It found — (I am quoting the words) — the Yugamar was a 
limb of the conspiracy and that even young boys in remote parts of the 
c<mntry were corrupted by this newspaper. 

L206LAI) e2 
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Now, Sir, I will give you one more. In the Naglla Conspiracy case^ 
eno of the documents exhibited was a little volume called The Mubti 
E.6he Pathe — which means In which way is the libcivinon — and 
the judginent finds that this book consisted of reproduct ions of articles 
originally published in the Yugantar, These articles in tlie Yugantar 
point out that revolution has to be prepared in two stages, firstly, by the 
formatiun of public opinion, and, secondly, by brute force and eolleetion 
of arms. kfukti Kone Pathe ’’ recommends publication of newspapers, 
and acknowledges the great service done to the revolutionaries by news- 
papers 

These newspapers, according tO' the findings of Courts, and what is 
common knowledge in Bengal, were the most potent allies in the cause of 
teri'orism and they 'were the most useful agency for dissemmation of these 
ideas of vioienee and murder as a political creed throughout the length 
and breadth of Bengal. This was the most powerful weapon in their 
hands. As it can be easily realised, the method of the terrorists by 
reason of the nalure of their work must be to act in secret. It is not easy 
for them to get into touch with a large ma;3ses of men, but thdt difiicuity 
\ras more than compensated by the publication loT all these newspapers. 
The cult of murder was daily brought home to thousands, Ihrough the 
agency of the jiress. 

Now, Sir, as I said, there w’^as no press legislation at this time. The 
inevitable conKsequenee of this class of writing came toi be felt very soon, 
and, if 1 may remind this House, without going into unnecessary details, 
that tht‘ campaign of murder really started with the murder of Miss and 
Mrs. Kennedy m 1908, and a party to the conspiracy for this murder %va8 
Kanai Lai Dult who murdered in jail a friend of his, w'ho was another 
conspirator. 

When things had come to that pass and when assassinations were 
taking place in the country, Government moved, and althougii Ihis 
Government is described as greedy and credited with insatiable lust for 
power, as a matter of fact nothing was done in 1908 beyond x>assing the 
Act which was called the Newspaper^ (Incitement to Offences) Act of 
1908. It is not surprising, but though it was not expected then, we 
know now, the Act of 1908 had very little effect in cheekjiig tiiis danger- 
ous propaganda with which the country had been over -run. 

It is all very well to ask, after all how many papers were Lliere of 
the kind of Yugantar. Sir, whether there were ten or whether there were 
20 or 50, as I have shown from judgements of the highest Court in 
the land that the influence and the poisonous effect of these papers was 
incalculable and I agree with my Honourable friend, Dr. Deshmnkh, if 
lie is not asleep 

Dr. G. y. DeshmtiMi (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
I am listening to yon very attentively. 

The Honowahle Sir Nripendra Sircar ; that statistics should 

not be taken m too dry and scientific a manner. He reminded us that 
IvbOn emotion comes, logic goes to the wall. I agree again. And here 
tl|€^ poisoimu^ papers were playing upon the emotion of the youths of 
the country, and logic was driving way, leading to disastrous results. 
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I have told the House that the situation could not be controlled bj 
the Act of 1908, and I would like to place before the House four or five 
lines from the findings of the Kowlatt Committee : 

“ Tliougli tlie Yugantar disappeaied, othei newspapeis sprang up, and we are 
convinced that these publications produced ever a new succession of instruments of 
murder and outrage, and to this source, altogether independent of other causes, is largely 
due the continuation and extension of conspiracy. ^ ^ 

It was then, Sir, that the Act of 1910, about which so much has been, 
said, — and I do not want to go into its provisions — ^whieh may shortly 
be described as a far more comprehensive Act, was passed. What was 
the effect ? The morality of the tone, — ^that has been our experience, — 
changes with the existence or repeal of press laws. When the press law of 
1910 came into existence, there was certainly an improvement, if not at 
once, but gradual and steady. 

I will not tire you with a long history, year by year, but, as you 
have been informed, in 1921, there was a Press Law Committie which 
recommended the repeal of the Act of 1910. At any rate, from April, 
1922, there was no l^ress Act ; and, therefore, this is the second inter- 
regnum. Prbm 1922, right up to 1930, when Ordinances and other press 
legislation was started, the peiriod may be described as the second inter- 
regnum. 

We have seen what happened during the years when there was no 
press law, on the first occasion, and how in the period 1903 to 1903, a 
section of the press was directly responsible for incitement to murder 
and violence. From 1922, there was no press law till we eomc to 1930. 

In 1 922, when the press law was abolished, the Press Law Committee 
considered it desirable, — I am giving from siimmaiy of their findings, 
that the demand for repeal should be met, though they said that a weighty 
case had been made out by some Local Governments for reteniioii. That 
is to say, the position was this, that although a strong ease, according to 
the Committee, had been made out by some of the Governments for nofc 
te]>ealing the law, yet they thought some risk should be taken and 1h<| 
popular demand should be met. In introducing the Bill for the repeal 
of the Act of 1910, Sir William Vincent, said : . 

‘‘ In moving this Bill, I am conscious I am talking risk at the present juncture. 

And the risk was tal^en. This Government which is a bloodthirsty 
Goverument, anxious to have as much power as possible to crusli dgwii* the 
people by all possible means, deliberately took the risk in 1922, in spite 
of the warnings given by the Local Governments,' and the Act was 
repealed. 

Now, let us see what was , happening between 1922 and 1 929. In 
1922, as this House has been already reminded by one, if not two, of the 
speakers, there was the non-co-operation movement, a movemout started 
with the deliberate object of paralysing and ultimately destroying Govern- 
ment by breaking its laws. 

Now, Sir, it has been known that on occasions, ‘ and I should say, in 
many ‘ instances, contrary to the direction given by the founder of this 
niovement, ciwds or mobs of Civil Disobedients have broken into violence. 
The point tliat I want to str^s is, that even where they ha^’c not been 
guilty of any acts of violence, the studied contempt of law and order and 
of the aulhoriiies, who have got to maintain law and order, created a 
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violent mentality and created an atmosphere in which the young and un- 
balanced mind was predisposed to fall a victim to the mspira lions of the 
terrorists Now, Sir, as I said, by 192‘2, the Act was repealed. A¥e have 
then the Chittagong Conference which met in 1922 shortly after the 
repeal of the Act of 1922. At this Conference, they decided, — and I say 
it deliljerately, without actually quoting the language of the Eesolutions 
and speeches -which were made, — (i) not to have any objection to violence 
and to resume violence if possible, and {ii) what is more important for 
the precise point, I am pressing before this House, to use the press. The 
result was that, as soon as the Act was repealed in 1922, the lugantar 
re-appeared, and, if I may say so, a brood of vipers appeared. Their 
names are too many ; the more well-known are the Sarathif the f^liankha 
and tlic Tngantar. They all appeared within a short time of the repeal 
of the press law of 1910. 

They had previously disappeared, — ^why ? Was there no legitimate 
scope for newspapers f We have heard of newspapers being absolutely 
necessary for passing the torch of knowledge from hand to hand for pro- 
pagation and exchange of ideas, for criticism, and the giving of informa- 
tion to the public. But this class of newspapers have no vocation left, 
they (mi mot meet the expenses for one week, if they are asked not to 
publish articles of dangerous nature, inciting people to violence. That is 
win' (liey disappeared and why they re-appeared pr-aetieally simulta- 
neoTisIy with Ihe repeal of Presfs Legislation in 1922. One fact is very 
significant. Not only in many cases the names of the newspapers were the 
same, but the management, the persons in chai:ge iof the papers, were the 
men who had been conducting these papers in the period 1904 — 1907. 
Il may rightly be said that what disappeared as a result of press legisla- 
tion, — the Yuganiar and its tribe, — ^re-appeared simultaneously with the 
repeal of the law in 1922. 

Now, Sir, what was happening in this period, 1922 — 29 ! My friend, 
Prof, Range, reminded me that, on the last occasion, I gave them 56 cases ; 
he has not thanked me for not making it 86 or mjore as it could easily have 
been done. Cdn Honourable Member : There is still time.'') I will 
not go into that aspect of the matter at all on this occasion, nor shall I 
give instances of glorification lof murder or things of the kind which I 
dealt with on the last occasion. 

Wo have been told that newspaperjs are required for spreading 
knowledge and increasing human happiness- Leaving alone the aspect 
of terrorism, and incitement to violence, let us have some idea of the 
actualities of the situation as to what a section of the gutter press was 
capable of doing in connection with fanning communal passions into 
flanie. 

Sir, I believe, many people, particularly those who come from Bengal, 
are aware of the name of the Anarbda Bazar Pairika^ whieli claims to 
have a large}* number of subscribers than the Siatesman ; and, -without 
entering into journalistic rivalries, one may say that it has a very large 
dh*ehlatjon. Prom the voluminous material available, I am giving instances 
from three districts and leave the House to judge as to wha^the effect 
of these writings would he on the masses. 
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In an article published in July, shortly I should say during the time 
of what is known as the Pabna riots of 1926, this paper asserted — and I 
have taken care to quote almost the exact words, so that il may not be 
said I am paraphrasing it . 

“ The Hindu pubhe tiiink tluit tliete is tiutli in the minom eiK'uhited l/y Hniilvis 
that GrO\cinment have pcimillec' rhe elassalnnuis to loot ILiida h(u>'.< s l’o» o ueeh. 
Muslims in bodies are ^oin^ ui villii£>ih Iicl-[Kng the i eo-reiii^ieiiisls 

In another article, m the same paper, after refeiTiiig to the liendish 
attack of, and the terrible oppression committed by, Moslems on Hindus, 
it deliberately excites the Hindus by ridiculing them as to why they are 
not retaliating — is it for fear of life ? 

A sample of the untruth and of the exaggeration which was indulged 
in, in eoiineetion with the communal trouble then existing, is given by the 
following quotation from another newspaper : 

“ Many wllages in Pabna have today been converted into a cremation ground. 
People are fleeing from villages through fear. Their wealth and property have been 
looted . the images of their gods have been broken. The barbarians in broad daylight, 
without fear, are freely looting Hindu villageis, and the Hindus with their niothers 
and sisters are taking sheltei in .-jungles with tigers and bears. The ruffians, with 
Satanic exaltation, have forced the Hindus to read the Kahna and tried to convert them 
to Islam Are they Moslems or are they demons ? ” 

j^nolhet* paper, the Bishwamiira, had this writing : 

‘ * They have been unable to supiiress the g(>ond(U, although numberless Hindu 
women have been dishonoured. ’ ’ 

This was the grossest exaggeration. I am sorry I have to make a 
refeiMTice to our Honourable President — but the paper goes on to say : 

One curious fact is that, in spite of all this bloodshed in Pabna, Haji Ghuznavl 
(not our Honouinble triend here') and Sii \hdur UaMm have not thought fit to raise 
their fingers in protest ” 

More than one paper insinuated or stated that Sir Abdiir Eahim was 
party to a Machiavellian policy— he was an ally of the “ third party 
wdiich had been exciting Muslims against Hindus, and why ? For form* 
ing a Muslim bloc in the Bengal Council. 

The SakUj another paper, in a long venomous article under the caption 
The Age of Nadir Shah wrote . 

‘ ‘ Jj’rom the barbarous oppression and persecution that have oeen committed in 
Pabna, the question arises, whether Muslim religion means fiendishness. ^ ’ 

The Hindustan of Calcutta, writing on the situation, says : 

“ The Moslem plunderers come and loot houses, Hindu women hide themselves in 
jungles like dogs and jackals, seeing that their honour is in danger. The Moslems, 
who are fond of noting, are %vandermg about m Pabna like mad beasts eager to destroy 
the property and honour of Hindus ’ ’ 

The Jagaran, another paper, puts it in this language ; 

“We have heard that Mollas preach to illiterate Moslems that the S^enptures say 
that it IS sin to remain a widow. Por this reason one acquires profound virtue accord- 
ing to Islam by outraging by fraud, force or artifice, the honour of Hindus, particularly 
Hindu widows.' ' 

A typical example of the glib platitude about the third party — the 
.lighting communities having nothing to do with it — ^is shown by an article 
i|i the Forward — it is a long article : 

“ Possibly Sir Hugh Htephenson is not yet fully assured if the present communal 
tension is sufficient for Bir Abdur Eahim 's scheme of forming a Moslem bloc the want 
which was keenly felt when dyarchy was killed in Bengal by Deshbandhu Das. “ 
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Our Honourable President was part and parcel of tbe third party 
whieli was following a Machiavellian policy of making the brothers quarrel 
among themselves. 

The Servant in an article said : 

“ The cumulative etlect of this campaign of Hindu hatred, the desecration of 
temples and images, dehlement of houses, abduction of girls, has been that the Hindus 
living in villages have become panic-stricken, their women do not dare go out of the 
houses for feai of dishonour, and the men themselves live m constant fear of their 
Muhammadan neighbpuis. 

Sir, in connection with this trouble in Pabna, I claim to know some- 
tiling about it, because, at that time, I was counsel in one of the cases that 
came 1o Court This was a small matter, and, like any other ordinary 
squabble in a village, it would have died down in 48 hours : but it took 
nionliis to subside and the trouble increased out of all proportion as a 
resuh of wuutings of this kind of which I have given yon a few samples 

Mr, Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Kural) : Did you condemn these writings then t 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I did. If you had been 
alhAved to make that inquiry which you were prevented from making, you 
miglU have discovered the part played by the Press, had that been the 
object of your eiK|uiry. Sir, that w’as done by the Government of Dengal 
under the special Act which my Honourable friend, Mr, Fuzlul Iluq, helped 
in ])assiiig. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Fuzlul Huq (Bakargunj cum Paridpur : Muhammadan Rural) : 
It was a hireling vote 1 


The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I am sorry, I could not hear 
tiiat interruption ; hut if you search the proceedings of the Legislative 
Coaticil in Bengal, it will be found that he did support the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Bill, although he decried it on the floor of the House. I 
have got the volumes here • in proper time I shall show that my friend is 
suiunuiig from a curious lapse of memory. (Interruptions.) If I am 
al]o^ypd to go on •vritliout interruption, I may be able to carry out tbe gentle- 
mcn s agreement winch I have arrived at with the Honourable the Leader 
ot tjie Opposition ; but if this interruption goes on, my friend will surely 
jxnaerstand that I am not bound by the bargain, on account of these half 
auclib'e attempted interruptions. 

district, Hughli, the PalUvasi, writing 
under the caption “ Orgy of Crime ”, stated : > a 

1 lie news of repeated breaking of temples and images is making the blood stow 
ITrn'r moribund nmdm. Not <iontent with breakfng temples ^nd 

processions, the miscreants are making Go-w-hwhanu What 

hatred towards beastly Moslems. Lustful 

Moslems m batehc,8 are committing oppression on Hindu women.’’ 

on® yir.^ thenf.°''. districts, and not confined to 

= Non-Muhammadan) : You have 
^ of things that 

Nripon&a Sireax : No, Sir ; if my Honourable 
will hold his soul m patience, he will know what I am going to • 
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say presently. This communal matter is rather unpleasant to my friend', 
Bhai Parma Nand. This is not confined to one year, nor was it discovered 
only today. As a matter of fact, I was going to tell the House that many 
of these papers were prosecuted, but, as has been stated by the Honourable 
the Home Member, the prosecution of dummy editors had no effect whatso- 
ever The infamous Tugantar wms prosecuted five times between 1907 
and 1908, and every time a man of straw was put forward. . .. 

Bhai Parma Nand : I am not talking of the Yugantar, 

Mj. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : If the Honour- 
able l\iember wishes to address the House, he must rise in his seat. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : As I said, Sir, cold facts 
have heating effect in some quarters. 

The situation, during the second interregnum, may be shortl>^ sum- 
marised as follows : Throughout this period, a section of the press was 
flooding the country with articles urging people to break laws Seeoadfy, 
during this period, 1922 to 1929, — I purposely refrain from giving 
examples, because I dealt with this matter on the last occasion,— but this 
IS the period when the glorification of murderers took an intensive form. 
One has got to turn to the pages of some of these papers only to ^ee that 
eojuuin after column, day after day, there was nothing but cannonisatlon 
of murderers, worshipping them, calling them saints and liberators, 
holding them as glorious examples to be followed by others. 

Then, the third thing, that was going on, was the fanning of this com- 
munal bitterness. I presume, Sir. if any press law bad been in existence, 
if any of these poisonous papers had been proceeded against by the 
authorities, we would have been told that the Satanic Government was 
crushing the spirit of Nationalism, that this torch of knowledge could no 
longer pass from hand to hand, that w^e could no longer have free discus- 
sion or free exchange of ideas w^hich is so necessary for human advance- 
ment, as was pointed out by my friend. Pandit Govind Baliabh Pant 

Pandit Govind Baliabh Pant (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Non I^liiliammadan Rural) : You dispute your principle ^ 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I don't dispute it at all, so 
far as legHimate and permissible functions of the press is concerned. 
But tliese^ papers w^ere not prevented from carrying the torch of knowledge, 
but they were prevented from emitting poison gas, which was the sole 
duty which they had taken upon themselves to discharge. Hear, hear ” 
from Official Benches.') 

I come now, Sir, to the third interregnum. The press legislation of 

4 F.M. 1930 ceased to have any effiect from March to end of i)ctober, 
1930. 

I need hardly remind the House that at this time the Press Ordinances* 
were issued. 

, When the press law had been in operation, the situation had vastly 
improved, and this Government, greedy for power, once more took the risk 
in 1930 of repealing the press law. 

Let us see, Sir, what happened within these six or seven months. We 
had, as was to be expected, because history had repeated itself twice and it 
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was repealing itself for a tliird time,— the immediate appearance of articles 
poems and stories, — poems and stories being the special leaiare ol 
Bombav, — in glorification of murderers, of incitement to violence,^ un- 

rcsti'ciiiicd prais6 of pGri^oiis like Bliagat Sing'll, Dinesli Gupta, Ivanai 
Lai Diitt. This was ilie daily feature of nnmerons papers in most of the 
Provinces, as soon as the press law was repealed in 1930. One has only 
to read the articles to see the trend of them, and the object of most of 
them was in praise of murderers, and to indulge in outrageous and 
fulsome flattery of assassins. Any young person who, not having the 
subtlety of mv friend, Pandit Malaviya, would at once be led to the 
eonclnsion that, after all, this is one of the noblest achievements possible 
fo 3 ’ him, and that murder would earn for him the gratitude of a section 
of the press and the public. Then, the third, as I said, was the incite- 
ment ^0 break all laws, because they are laws of a foreign Government 
Then, fourthly, the articles like Bravo Chittajgong somewhat 'on 
the lines of Bravo Azad of Pandit Malaviya, the Martyrdom of 
Dinesh Gupta published daily and in the most prominent fashion, 
would reasonably be expected to lead to the inevitable consequences of 
such writings, and you will And, Sir, that this period of six or seven 
months is crowded with terrorist outrages. 

Can you give me, Sir, just a few minutes to tell you as to what 
happened within these six months ? 

I will just remind the House of the items without going into details. 
We have five cases, and I think I ought to take the precalution of saying 
that these remarks are confined to happenings in Bengal, — I do not intend 
these to apply to other provinces so far as this part of the argument is 
concerned. We had five eases of bomb throwing on police stations. The 
nases were tried in Court, and the accused were convicted. 

In April, 1931, Mr. Peddie was murdered, and one has only to com- 
pare the writings in a certain section of the press in April, 1931, when 
there was no press law. with the writing which appeared on the death of 
Mr. Burge in 1934, when many of these papers had attained morality as 
the r^'sult of press legislation. 

Then, Sir, we had the murder of Mr. Garliek, Sessions Judge, the 
attempt on Mr. Cassels, the murder of Mr. Ahsanulla, the police inspector 
pf Chittagong, attempt on Mr. Dunro, the attempt on Mr. Villiers, — ^he 
was not killed, but was severely wounded, — and, during tliis third inter- 
regnum,--! hanks to the spirit of lawlessness and of defiance of the con- 
stituted authorities created by Civil Disobedience or the law-breaking 
movement, — ^very intensive results were obtained within six months The 
two movements were natural allies, having the same object, viz., 
paralysing and destroying the Government. That was the situation 
from April to November, 1930, when, for the third time, the 
press ^ law had been repealed. History had shown the folly of 
repealing press laws for even six months. You will also notice from 
the dates, the periods during which this Government patiently waited 
before taking such a drastic step as the press legislation. On the 
first Occasion, they waited from 1904, if not from the end of 1903. Th© 
first mild step was taken in 1908, and a real step was taken in 1910, a 
imuod nf five to six years* 
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W^eii the second press law was repealed, the Government waited for 
full seven years, relied on ordinary law and carried on proseeiitioiis under 
section 153A and all other sections of the Indian Penal Code, and it 
vas found to be ineffective. 

The arguments for discontinuance shortly are these. First, it is said 
that terrorism is now negligible. Now, Sir, again I have no desire lo go 
into facts and figures on this occasion, but my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Akhil Chandra Datta, either in his speech this time, or on the last occa- 
sion, or probably both, pointed out that there were a far less number of 
terrorist outrage>s in 1934 as compared with 1931-32. That is admitted* 
The number of outrages in 1934 were less. Probably, my TIonotirable 
friend has not taken notice of the fact that, in 1934, there were 49 cases in 
whieli^ arms, bombs, revolvers, had been found on searches. 1 am not 
referring to the discovery of arms, connected with those who were tried 
in Court and were convicted of specific acts of ttjrrorisni, but to cases of 
arms, found in iilicil possession. These were 49 in number, and five cases 
^re reported where no trace could be found of lost or stolen arms 

I think it is also a significant fact that, duniig tiiesc stcu’clits,--! do 
not remember the number — in some eases the police discovereti country- 
made revolvers, one of them was exhibited m one case showing apparent- 
ly thai, in some part of the country, whether in Bengal or out of 
Bengal, I have no information, revolvers were being made. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta (Chittagong and Eajshahi Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Eural) : Some I'cvolvers are made by the informers 
themselves. That has been the finding of the Courts. 

The Eononrable Sir Nripendra Sircar ; No, that is not, the finding 

of the Court. I shall stand corrected if the Honourable Member will 
show me any judgment. The two cases which my Honourable friend 
thinks of and another case to whicli my llonourabie friend did not 
refer — ^in those cases it was not that the I'evolvers were maaiufactured 
by the informers, nothing of the kind. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : That is the finding 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is not the finding in 
the cases I have in mind or he referred to. Once more, if I may make 
a short disgression, those two cases wdiicli were cited by my Honourable 
friend go to show that the informers on these two occasions planted 
revolvers or bombs and laid a false charge against certain people. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : Not only planted, but made. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : No, Sir. I deny that. 
There is no use contradicting a thing more than thrice 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : Anyway, there is the finding. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I said there is no finding. 

I have denied four times, and let us stop after four times. 

In these cases, it was the wretched Government which started 
prosecution of these informers. In one case, the seiitencjB was con- 
sidered low, and it was again this wretched Government which went up 
in appeal for an enhancement of the sentence. (Interruption by Mr. 
Akhil Chandra Datta.) I think my Honourable friend is too ‘dangerously 
near other interrupters and is getting their habit. 
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Let Lie try to remember wliere 1 digressed from. As I have said, 
p[ have no desire once more to go into tacts relating to terrorism^ but 
1 would like to place before this House one and one document only. 

1 should exj)lain what this document is. This is a letter, rather 
long, which purports to be written by a gentleman of the name of 
ICrishnadas iSingh Roy. Mr. Krisluiadas Singh Roy is not a police 
informer. He lived at Sabarmati for some time He is the author of 
a book which is called, '' Seven Months with Gandhi ’’ — Mahatma ’’ 
has been omitted by him, and not by me. He came to Bengal early in 
1930 to launch the Civil Disobedience Movement. Early in April, 1930, 
he addressed meetings in Calcutta, full accounts of which will be found 
in the Forward, Advance and other papers. The meetings were orga- 
nised by the North Calcutta District Congress Committee, and, two days 
later, after his first speech, Mr. Knslinadas was introduced to the 
audience in another meeting by Mr, Sen-Gupta. Rightly or wrongly, 
Mr. Krisluiadas Singh Roy described himself as Secretary of Mahatma 
Gandhi. In his earlier speech, Mr. Krishnadas explained the various 
stages of complete independence, namely, (1) Petition, (2) Non-Co- 
Operation, 03 ) Civil Disobedience, and ( 4 ) Anarchy. 

In December, 1930. he started what is well-known to my Bengal 
friends, 1 am siii'e, the Bengal Council of Action Mr Krishnadas 
Singh Roy, according to a si a lenient in the press, the correctness of 
which we cannot Avouch for, and wliich statement appeared on the 15th 
December, 1931 was appointed office Secretary of the AH-India Congress 
Commiltee. 

This gentleman was extensively touring in Bengal, and, fortunately, 
h-e had much b'etik’ luck than my Honourable friend', Mr. Saksena He 
was extensively touring in Bengal, and, as he was having interviews 
with persons who were suspected to be terrorists, Government took the 
precaution,— a precaution AAdiieh Mr Saksena says has also been taken 
in his case, but about Avhich I know nothing — Government took the pre- 
caution of intercepting the letters which he was writing. From aboard 
Masuda ” at Chandpiir — lie was touring in East Bengal' — ^he Avrote & 
letter addressed to Mahaima Gandhi Avhich never reached Mahatma 
Gandhi, because it aa'hs intercepted, 

Mr. M. S. Aney : By another Mahatma ! 

The Honourable .Sir Nripendra Sircar : Bv another person acting 
Tinder' Statutciy axithority, and not the way in which yon get hold of 
Hallett's circulars. 

Tn February, 1931, this letter, written from aboard "Masuda", 
was intercepted. May T read some extracts from this letter ? I am 
otoly 'keeping back two names. I, for obvious reasons, do not want to . 
disclose those two names. I will refer to them as Mr. A. and Mr. TB: 

The writer is talking of the Congress Party in Bengal : 

I int^inewed Mr. * A ^ on the 7th evening. What I gathered from him is that lie 
ajpreeiated your position on the subject of release of prisoners.” 

; I may just make one digression to remind the House that, as Honour- 
able Members may know from the ■ correspondence and from what T 
said on the 29th March, violent pressure was being put upon Mahatma 



THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 


917 


Oandhi to intercede with the Viceroy for the release, not only of Civil 
Disobedience prisoners, but of terrorists, to which pressure Mahatma 
Gandhi would not yield : 

** I interviewed Mr. ‘ A ’ on tlie 7th evening. What I gathered from him is that 
lie appreciated your position on the subject of release of prisoners, but he pleaded and 
•will plead before you that the situation in Bengal required that the gioup of revolu- 
tionaries in Bengal, if possible, be satisfied. I think, Bapu (that is meant for 
G-andhi)f — I think, Bapu, I have correctly represented my talk with Mr. ^ A \ I am 
in a fix. When I came out of jail m October last, I realised, and Pandit ji agreed 
With me when I sought his advice in the matter, that it was not possible to re\i\e the 
movement in Bengal and make the Congiess felt unless all our resources weie combined. 
Xhat was what led me to appioarh him to joiii hands with us which led to the Council 
of Action. But this much I know, that, judged from the standpoint of non-violence, 
there is not much to choose between Mr. ‘ A ' and Mr. ^ B \ ” 

Tile writer then proceeds to say 

“ Mr. ‘ B's ' party consists of : 

(1) Anushilan group of levolutionanes, 

(2} fatisli Babuls group of revolutionaries, also pledged to violence, 

(B) Communists pledged to violence and terrorism, fundamentally opposed to non 
violence. A small group, but very devoted. 

Mr ‘ A ’s ' party consists of : 

(1) Yugantar group of revolutionaries — ^policy guided from Calcutta and Banclii, 

but the organisation has ramifications throughout Bengal. The present 
i B P. G. C is under control of this group of men pledged to the cult of 

violence, but not opxiosed to mass movements of non- violent kind, it being 
the opinion of this group that such movement is most helpful towards 
preparing the ground for greater revolution which was bound to be based 
on violence. 

Hence this group did not oppose but participated in the movement of 1921 as also 

this present movement and is mainstay of Mr. ‘ A \ 

Bengal politics is nothing but struggle foi power (whether in the B. P. 0. 0. or in. 
the Calcutta Corporation) between this group and the Anushilan group. Mr. * A ' and 
Mr. ‘ B ^ are pawns in the game. 

(2) Bepin Ganguli's group of revolutionaries, originally belonging to Mr. ‘ B^s ^ 

party, but has now gone ovei to Mr. ‘ A^s ^ party. 

My own impression is that Mr. ‘ A ' has got a compact party, with some amount of 
’discipline, whereas Mr. * B's ' party is a more or less ramshackle one, with elements 
which are bound together only by their common opposition to the present executive of 
the B. P. C. 

The authorities in Bengal are in no way indebted to Mr. Krishna 
Bas for his statements, because this was also their inevitable conclusion, 
not merely from people who are called police informers, but from eases 
tried in Court and from other sources Prom the 56 cases, cited by me, 
apy. one with a little patience will find out from the number of docu- 
ments which have been exhibited in these cases that the conclusions of 
Mr. Krishnadas are wholly justified. Prom these and numerous other 
materials, the Government of Bengal were perfectly well aware that the 
Congress in Bengal cannot go on without the sympathy and help of the 
terrorists. They knew perfectly well that all this fight between two 
groups in Bengal is really a fight between Anushilan group and the 
Tugantar group, the two well-known parties of terrorists, one under 
the guidance of one party in Bengal Congress, and the other under the 
guidance" o£ another party. 
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A few, who are ignorant of the facts, may complain of the light 
grounds on which Government come to conclusions, but I can assure the 
House that the common belief, that, as soon as an informer comes and 
says that Mr. ^ A ’ or Mr. ‘ B ^ has done something, Government proceed 
to take action, is entirely wrong. Government know that it is a tainted 
source, and, therefore, wholly unreliable, and no responsible high official 
will take any action only upon the information given by a common 
informer unless that is corroborated by other incidents or other evidence. 
(An EonouraUe Member ; Question.’’) The question cannot be put 
by anyone who knows the facts. I have now dealt with the argument 
that terrorism has disappeared, as concisely as time permits. 

Now, I come to the next argument that the Civil Disobedience 
Movement has been suspended. Sir, we acknowledge, and, I think, Mr. 
Datta, referred to the circular of June, 1934, m which it was stated that 
Civil Disobedience has been suspended, but, Sir, is it not also a fact 
that the leaders of the movement, ever since the date of that circular, 
have gone on giving us warning after warning that we are labouring 
under a delusion, that the mentality has not changed, that the ideal has 
not been diluted, and that the movement may be started as soon as the 
^retired forces get a suitable opportunity. 

Now, as I said, it is the leaders of the non-co-operation movement 
who have been warning us of one delusion in thinking that we can pro- 
ceed on the footing that this movement’ is dead. 

I think one of the Honourable Members, Dr. Khare^ said in a 
speech in this House ^ ^ For immediate effects, I am not ashamed to admit 
that the Civil Disobedience Movement has failed. That does not mean 
our mentality has changed Of course, not We had warnings in 
this House too. I am coming to that in a minute. 

Dr Sitaramayya said that the ' ‘ Congress cannot be expected to die 
because of its non-co-operation ideal We have had it from Babu 
Rajendra Prasad the other day that this movement has been only sus- 
pended and not given up. We have been assured in this House that this 
movement is a kind of birthright. It cannot be given up. It cannot be- 
suppressed and it is idle to legislate against it. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Consult the Finance Member 1 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I can assure my friend. 
Mr. Ranga, that T am taking no offence at his interruption. I know it 
is something like an involuntary and automatic action. 

Now, Sir, as regards birthright ”, I presume it is the birthright 
of the Gond to offer human sacrifice. I believe it is the birthright 
and the belief of some orthodox Hindus to obstruct the Harijan msing 
the King’s highway, and it is also the sincere and religious belief and 
birthright of some fanatics to assassinate people whp, they think, are* 
non-helievers. With their beliefs or with their sincerity or the amount 
of delusion, under which they are suffering, we are not concerned. 
Them is no punishment for ideas ; but, if^ in pursuance of those ide^, 
overt acts are committed which are unlawful, then the Government must 
be prepared to do one of two things. It ought either to say : We- 
abdicate, come, my brethren, my non-violent brethren, and break one* 
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another's heads (Laughter), or it ought to pay no regard to what 
has been claimed as a birthright. 

My Honourable friend, Dr. Deshmiikli, in his very breezy speech, 
said : Civil Disobedience is an idea Well, Sir, in so far as it is 
an idea, it is not punishable, and nobody has said or even suggested 
that from this side. In preaching an idea, there is no oftence, unless 
'.^you are setting up people to commit violence or things of that kind. 
There is no harm if a man gets the idea and publishes anywhere that 
the best thing "which can happen is to take over the properties of all 
propertied men without compensation , that we should nationalise ah 
the means of production, and, after all, it lias been said that women 
are the means of production {Cries of ‘‘ Order, order from the 
Opposition Benches) {An Honourable Member : ‘‘It is un- 
worthy of you.’O 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhamm idau ljr!)an) : On 
a point of order, Sir, I submit, there is such a thing as a, rule of decency 
which all Honourable Members, even those on the,, Government Front 
Benches, should observe. I spbmit, Sir, it is indecent to say that 
w^omen are the means of production, I submit there are rules of 
decorum, and I do ask your ruling, Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, before you give your 
ruling, I should like to state that some men may preach this ; this has 
actually been preached ; I can give my Hononrable friend books in 
which that has been preached. {An Honourable Meyyiher : “ Never in 
India.”) I have not said or suggested in this country What T 
am trying to show — ^if my Honourable friend will only not purposely 
misunderstand and restrain himself — I have not suggested that this 
has been done or can be done by any Indian ; but I am taking an ex- 
treme case to show that, even if one preaches such filthy ideas, which 
undoubtedly are abhorrent to all of us here, it is no crime, it is an idea, 
it is like “ (Ihdl Disobedience ” an idea, and we have no quarrel with, 
ideas, so long as you do not give eficect to them by unlawful means. 

Sir, about the breaking of laws being a birthright, I think it would 
be impossible to carry on any system of civilized Government if people 
are allowed to do that. (Interruption ) My interrupting friend can 
have his own opinion ; he can keep it to himself. 

No civilised Government can go on if anyone and everyone can 
come forward and pick out and choose laws and say that “ this is the 
law which T am going to break Sir, may I put it to the House in 
the very terse manner in which it was put by my Honourable friend, 
Mr Satyamurti, in his speech in Bengal. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : You read it before ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Not this portion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Bead the whole of it. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar ; That will take a very long 
time. My Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti, said in his speech at 
Calcutta : 

“ Sntyagrata and mon-pavment of taxc<i and disobediexice of laws are all verv 
well, wlieu we ate figliting a foreign bureaucracy. But I dread to think of the future 
Swarai Government, if it has continually to fight among Ha own eitizons, — SatyagraMs, 
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passive resisters and law-breakers. There is a dangerous doctrine today that Satyagraha 
IS a more potent weapon than the ballot-box. It may be or it may not be, but no 
civilised Government can exist, if every citizen thereof claims the right to decide for 
himself whether a tax should be paid or not, or whether a law should be obeyed or 
not. ^ ' 

Sir, those aro exactly O'Ur views ; I have no doubt that wiiea 
these unworthy people walk out from this side {An EonouraMe Memhe.r i ^ 
^'Driven out ^0 — ^yes, or are driven out from this side, if then my 
Honourable friend (Mr. Satyamurti) is in charge of the affairs, in some 
province perhaps he will give a short shrift to the Justicites 

Mr. S. Saty-amurti : We shall he prosecuting them in Courts of 

law 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Yes, under this Act. 
Tjie strongest argument in support of this Bill is to be gathered from 
what has happened on the floor of this House. I have referred to the 
assertion of right to* start the Civil Disobedience Movement again, and 
I have no desire to refer to it again. We have been told that it is not 
going to be given up. Very well, let us proceed on the assumption that 
the army has only retreated, and is only biding its time, and is waiting 
to attack us till it is sufficiently strong again. May I refer to what my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Aney, said . 

“ This IS not whaf Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya said What he meant was 
this, etc. 

But we know what my Honourable fridnd, Paudit Krishna Kant 
Malaviya, said. We have got his words before us. But before I quote 
qnly three or four of his sentences, may I tell the House as to who was 
this Mr. Azad, for whom this poignant grief was expressed ^ Sir, in 
his speech, iriy Honourable friend, Pandit Malaviya, said : 

“ He was a great organiser, a gentleman to the core of Ms bones. Hot one shot 
of Azad’s missed the mark, who can help admiring this young man — 

and he admitted that Azad was a terrorist, otherwise there is no 
sense in Ihe sentence used by him that some people were trying to 
make Azad give up terrorism Then, my friend said that he was a 
great organizer. Organizer of what ? Does my Honourable friend 
suggest in his speech that Azad had any activities other than terroriam f 
Was he an organizer of nursing homes and hospitals ? Or was he a 
great organizer of terrorists ? 

Now, Sir, that is Mr. Azad. And, further, Pandit Malaviya 
said : 

I never met Mm, I do not know him, but, of course, he must be a good man.'’ 
(Iiaughter.) 

Sir, this Mr. Azad, in the years 1924 and 192?5, committed a series 
of ruthless dacoities, with murder, which culminated in the notorious 
train daeoity at Kakori near Lucknow and in which a van was looted 
and an innocent Indian passenger was ,shot to death. His complicity 
in the crimes was proved beyond doubt by other witnesses who were 
examined in Ins absence, but he would not face trial to challenge the 
mass of evidence produced against him. He became a proclaimed 
and absconding offender with a reward of Bs. 5,000 for his arrest. 
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While absconding in the Kakori Conspiracy case, he joined Bhagat 
Singh and others. There was strong evidence to prove that he covered 
Bhagat Singh and Rajguru when they niardered i^Ir. Saunders on the 
17th December, 1928. He shot conBtabie Chanan Singh dead when he 
was pursued. He thus again became an accused m the Lahore Conspiracy 
Case of 1930, in which he became a “ proclaimed and absconding 
offender ” with a further reward of Rs. 5,000 for his arrest. But he 
would not come and appear in Court ' He 'would have been tried by 
the judiciary and not detained by the executive ! 


Mr. Azad, the admittedly successful orgmiizer of terrorism, then 
joined the group of the accused in the Delhi Conspiracy Case. They 
not only committed daeoity on the Gadodia Stores, but they were 
manufacturing explosives in a house which, when searched, yielded 
explosives sufficient for the preparation of 6,000 bombs. Referring to 
this gentleman 

Mr. S Satyamurti : May I know from my Honourable friend what 
he is reading from If he is reading from any document, I suggest 
that it should be placed on the table of the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour- 
able Member may inform the House what he is reading from. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, when my Honourable 
friends say that on a certain occasion five persons were arrested and 
assaulted in ]\Tiduapore by the police, do they produce any documents 
in support of their statements ? What T am reading is the purport 
extracted from three heavy paper books and these paper books are 
available to anybody 


Referring to Azad, Pandit Maiaviya stated 

“ He was a great organiser, a gentleman to the core of his bones. Hot one shot 
of Azad. 's missed the mark, who can help admiring this youngman ? I say, Sir, we 
Indians could have slept soundly wdthont canng for the defence of our country, by 
making him our Commander-in-Ghief. We could have placed him in charge of the 
Army. ' ’ 

Sir, my Honourable friend, Pandit Malpiya, an exponent of the 
creed of non-violence, a followei’ of the Civil Disobedience Movement, 
has nothintt-, I i egret to say, but unstinted praise and admiration for 
the murderers, and. whatever the inner state of his feelings may be, 
this kind of speech read by the young and the unbalanced can lead to 
one conclusion, the conclusion to which I have already referred. 
(Applause from Official Benches and OfBcial Box.) 

Mr. S Satyamurti : I rise on a point of order. I see cheers from 
the Official Box. They have no right to cheer from there. They ar.e 
mere visitors and they ought to he called to order. 


Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The occupants 
of the Official Box should not cheer. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The cheers, I >elmve, are 
from the official Benches. Sir, my Honourable friend, Pandit Maiaviya, 
is equally a violent admirer of Kanai Lai Dutt. Why ? Because he 
was one of the men who was responsible for the murder of two defence- 
less innocent women, Mrs. and Miss Kennedy, and who has also at his 

credit the additional fact of murdering 

LsoeiiAD *■ 
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Pandit Krishna Kant Maiaviya (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisiojis : 
Noii-Muluuninedan Kural) : I said that the editor of the Pioneer ad- 
mired him. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I am not giving way. If 
Here is any personal explanation which the Honourable Member wants 
to make, lie shouid take the Chair’s permission I am quoting from 
his speech as it was taken down. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour- 
able Member is rot giving way, and if the Honourable Member (Pandit 
Krishna Kant Malavi>a) has any personal explanation to offer, he 
can do that at the end of his speech. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I know this much that my 
Ilonouralile friend had taken the precaution — rather an unusual one — 
of taking away tlie manuscript for correcting it twice instead of the 
usual process of correcting it once. 

Mr. M S. Aney : Whence did the Honourable Member get that 
information ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : If my Honourable friend 
is thinking that I got hold of it as my friend got of the Ilallett 
Circular, ho is wrong. That is not the way I got it. I got it by per- 
fectly legitimate means. 

Pandit Eirishna Kant Maiaviya : On a point of personal explana- 
tion. When I vas talking about Kanai Lai Dutt, the Honourable the 
Home i\Ie 2 aber irxquired from me as to who was the editor of the 
Pioneer. T said that I do not remember the name. It was about 1908, 
perhaps the editor was Mr. Chasney. But I was not sure about it. 
This being the ease, my Honourable friend, the Law Member, should 
remember it. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is altogether irrele- 
vant, because I had not referred to that incident at all. But, as a 
matter of fact, it is incorrect to say that the Pioneer had glorified the 
deeds (which are the words used by my Honourable friend) of Kanai 
Lai Dutt. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Maiaviya : My exact words are '' He paid 
a tribute to that man ’b 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : If this is the evidence be- 
fore the House, then it is clear that the Civil Disobedience is suspended 
only for a time (whatever the reasons may be), and it may come on at any 
time. Judging by the applause with which the part of the speech 
of my Honourable friend, Pandit Maiaviya, which I have quoted, was 
received, can we not infer that he is not shining in solitary glory. 
If that is the evidence before this House, is this House going to be 
told that all causes for the continuance of this Act have disappeared ? 
Reasons for continuance are as great as they were before. 

Sir, Sardar Sanf Singh gave us a warning. He said that the 
Government will have to pav a very heavy price if they do not learn 
bv the les<‘'ons of history, Sir,''9^e have learnt by the lessons of 
history. ' Wc tried the repeal of press laws three times, and every 
time the history has shown that repeal is followed by the springing 
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up of a number of papers which indulge mainly in the glorification of 
murder, incitement to violence, breaking of laws and lannaig into 
fiame of eomrnniml passions. That is what history has taught "iis and 
as it IS the exeeulive on whom, at the present moment, falls the duty 
of maintaining law and order, they will be failing m their duty if they 
would not ask this House to continue this Act instead of repealing it 

Sir, one word I must say about my Honourable friend, Mr Asaf All, 
with regard to tlie threat which he held over Members. He said, if you 
vote in support of the consideration of the Bill, then there is no 
chance of your coming next time. Now, Sir, those to whom this 
remark is addressed may either think that the motion ought to be 
supported on its merits or their conclusions may be otherwise. If you 
think that it ought not to be supported, then you do not ixsiuire the 
bogey of the disaster which will meet you at the next election If you 
think on the merits that it ought to be supported, then are you going 
to be lold that whatever your honest conviction may be, ])ledse do not 
vote for it, because, in the opinion oi: my Honourable friend, J^lr Asa£ 
All, you will not come back. 

Mr. B. Satyamnrti : Where are ^mur friends of last year ? They 
are all gone. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I am glad that you are 
coming back to foini by interrupting. May T remind the House that 
Mr Gaya Prasad Singh, Mr. Bhuput Sing, Mr. S. C. Mi’^ra, Sir iiari 
Singh Gour, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, Mr dog, all those who violently 
resisted the I'crereiice to the Select Committee have not been returned 
by a grateful (Ujuntry (Official Applause.) I hope my Honourable 
friend, the Li^ader of the Opposition, will not mind if I take a little 
more time tlian I wanted to. 

Wi Bhulabhai J. Desai : The Honourable Meraber has ex^*eeded 
his time. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eabim) : The Honour- 
able Member can go on. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I hope, Sir, you will give 
me some rebate for the interruptions. 

Now, Sir, may I have a passing word about my Honourable friend, 
Mr. PuMul Huq, who boldly asserted that, if you look to the proceed- 
ings of the Legislative Council in Bengal, you will find that be never 
supported the Criminal Law Amendment Bill. Sir, T have got the pro- 
ceedings of what happened in the Bengal Council before me. The Bill 
was moved and asked to be taken into consideration on the 21st August, 
1930, in the Bengal Council by the Ilonourahle Mr. Prentice. Sir, on 
that date the HoW^e sat till 7 p.m. or a little later than 7 p.m. There 
were six divisions, and, if the records are right, there was no voting 
on that occasion by Mr. Puzlul Huq at all. He can very well say th.at 
he did not Ki])port on that date that Bill, as we might also say, he did 
'not opjjosc the Bill on that date. 

But, Sir, the next day, that is on the 22nd August, in the first 
division, there was no voting by Mr Huq ; the second division was 
occasioned bv Mr. Satish Chandra Roy having moved an amendment 
which was to this effect. As Honourable Members are aware, under 

I.206LAD 
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tins Act, men suspected by the executive can on executive suspicion 
be detained in jail. I am giving* this in colloquial language Mr 
Satish Cliandra Roy moved an amendment that they should at least 
be told in \vi*iting as to what the charges are. What did my Honour- 
able Mend, Mr. Huq, do ^ Did he support the Government : Yes, 
he did. 

Then, there are two more divisions. I won’t tire the House with 
details as to the oeeasions on which he supported the Government, in 
passing the Criminal Law Amendment Bill — a Bill which, as lie has 
been slated by one of the Honourable Members here, with which 
statement I am in entire agreement, a Bill winch gives hundred times 
more power to the executive than the Bill we are discussing — (hat is 
the Bill which my Honourable friend supported, and when he wa^ 
informed of this by my Honourable friend, Sir Abdul Halim Gluiznavi, 
my Honourable friend, Mr Fiizlul Huq, got up and said : If you look 
into the records, you will find that I have not supported even on a 
single occasion That is the position. 

Sir, the Honourable the Commerce Member referred to the speech 
of my llonoiirable friend, Mr. Satyamurti, who said that when we get 
Sw'aiaji — Swaraj is the panacea for all the ills including failure of 
monsoon — rains will fall from heaven. My Honourable friend, Mr. 
Satyamurti, contradicted and said : What I meant was that in our 
time, when rain does fail, we shall not allow it to waste There 
was tremendous applause from his friends. Let us see what is the 
report as given in the press, because, after all, we have to proceed on 
published reports, and they are not contradicted by my Honourable 
friend. 1 am quoting from the Madras Mail. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : My enemy. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : What he said was this : 
we will bring water from the heavens — and, so far as the text of his 
speech is concerned, they are the same in all the newspapers, and the 
Madras Mail — ^liie enemy of my Honourable friend, — may have twisted 
the headlines Now, let me read from the extract of his speech : 

There are many rivers in this country, but no water. Whom are we to blame, 
God, the Government or our enemies, the Justice party. At no time, in the hoaiy 
history of India, has India experienced such a dearth of water and poverty. But in 
the days of swaraj we will bring water from the heavens as Bhagiratha did in the 
days of the epic and make it flow in all the rivers. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : On a point of personal explanation. 1 \vas 
speaking in niy mother tongue, i.e., Tamil. I was speaking colloquially as 
1 always do in my part of the country, and I can do so now ; however, it 
is no good for this House. What I did say and what I meant was that, 
as in the epic days, Bhagiratha did bring water from the heavens and as 
he dug canals- -that is a well-known story in our epies — ^we must also con- 
serve our water and make them flow into all the rivers. I do say that when 
we get Swaraj, we shall construct more irrigation works than this Gov- 
ernment has done. 

The Honourahle Sir Nripendra Sircar ; Sir, I am glad that I do not 
know that language, Tamil. It is such a dangerous language that my 
Honourable friend had often recourse to the defences, namely, that he 
spoke in Tamil. 
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Before I rcfeume my seat, 1 may be permitted to summanse my posi- 
tion concisely. I say we have tried the expeiTineiit of repeal of i ress 
Laws three times, and every time with disastrous results, i sa}, Sir, tiiat 
the Press Act lias not suppressed the Press. 


Aly Honourable friend, Pandit Govmd Ballabh Pant's iigiires do not 
bear out the conclusion arrived at by ium. In tact, Sir, the progressive 
increase has not only been mainiamed, but it has been niueh gi cater after 
the Press Act was introduced for the last time in 1930. Tiiat is wiiat tne 
figures sliow^ What my Honourable friend did was that he luniped up 
the figures for seven years We must ahvays remember that ilie news- 
paper reading public is increasing and that newspapers are increasing. 
Have I made a mistake in sumimng up what niy Honourable friend said 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : Where am I w-rong 1 That is the 
explanation I want. They are increasing ; but the facts are there that 
they increased betw^een 1922 and 1930 in much greater pro])ortion than 
between 1910 and 1922 I stand on the statistics wliieii are published 
in Government publications. I would place the statistics before the 
Finance Member and ask him to decide as an umpire. 


The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I took some trouble to work 
out the statistics from year to year I find in 1920-21 it lias increased 
by 26, next there was an increase of 77. I have got all the figures. Then 
there was an unexpected reduction in 1925 and 1926 by 23 which of course 
was the time when there was no press legislation. However, that is not 
relevant. I find from the figures for 1930 to 1934 that the increase in 
1931, was 61, in 1932, it w^as 84, in 1933, it wms 85 and in 1934, it was 
335, and so on Sir, one has only to read the papers in the morning 
which we receive and to see what criticism has been stopped by this legis- 
lation Criticism reasonable, and unreasonable, and partly reasonable 
and partly unreasonable, criticisms bitter and severe— >1 am making no 
point or grievance about it, all these are quite entitled to appear and are 
appearing in the papers now. Criticisms most severe and sometimes 
extremely bitter have come out now in the daily columns of the ^ new^s- 
pajiers every morning What has been stopped ? The grievance is that 
what has been stopped is that you cannot incite people to murder, and the 
other matters which the Honourable the Home Member has mentioned. 


Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : Do not these papers come witliiu the 
purview of the scope of the present Ad ? Tf you wanted it, why did you 
not stop it f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : If I take my friend’s assump- 
fiou to be right that ve could stop them .. . 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : f do not want you to take my assump- 
tioii but to answer it as an expert whether it is so or not. 


Tile Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Dither T ean sfop it and 1 am 
noc stopping it That would be charging Government with a generosity 
which has never been done before. But surely I cannot answer a ques- 
tion Avhether a paper comes within it or not. There may be a particular 
article which comes within it T have no special paper in miiid, but if it 
is m^ friend’s reading that some of these papers do urge things which come 
within this Act and we have not prosecuted them, if T am right in ^ 
assumption 
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Pandit Govind Ballabli Pant : 1 am putting this to the Honourable 
the Law Member My suggestion is that the Act as it stands today with 
its comprehensive scope is such that every single paper can be roped in 
only if Government wanted to do so. I want to know whether that im- 
pression of mine is correct or not, and I seek your expert advice ; I am 
not putting it as an argument at ail. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : My advice is that all papers 
cannot be roped in, and, e\'en where they can be roped in, no action is 
taken, unless they are so objectionable that they should be roped in, in 
public interest. 

Sir, I am afraid I have come to the limit of my time. I have put the 
points which I desired to make about the continuance of the Act as shortly 
as I could. I have no desire to go into any of the sections except that I 
may be allowed, before 1 resume my seat, to point out that certain matters 
in connection with law which fell from my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Satyamurti, do not seem to be correct. They are not very important, 
but 1 may refer for instance Lo thrs. I find from his speech a statementj 
that m England you cannot convict for sedition unless there is an overt 
act. If he has said that, it is not correct. I have looked up the English 
law of sedition and find that an overt act is not necessary. But after ail 
it is a minute point. 

Then, Sir, either my Honourable friend or somebody else said that 
what is called peaceful picketing is no offence in England. I beg to differ 
from him and I v/ill refer my Honourable friend to Archhold’s Criminal 
Practice. He will find there reference to Statutes which enact that induce- 
ment by what is called peaceful picketing has been made punisiiabJe. But 
I do not think i sliould lire the House with small matters like these I 
submit, Sir, the present position of the House has to be remembered. We 
are having legislation discussed in this House. I know that the legislation 
is boiiig done bj" at least one section who have admiration not for law but 
for breaking the law And I mean no offence, but law-breakers are now 
the iaw-makers, and that applies to a large section of this House One 
has got to remember vdiat was so clearly stated by the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition in the clearest language when he delivered his short speech of six 
lines on the Silver Jubilee grant. He said : You cannot expect us to 
directly or indirectly help in any measure which will help this present 
rule I am not giving his exact words though I have got them here. 
Tliat is to say, the test to apply in connection with any measure k whether 
that measure is going directly or indirectly to help this Government ; if 
it helps them to maintain law and order, if it enables them to smoothly 
carry on tiie administration, they must vote against it. 

If the Criminal Law Amendment Act helps this Government, which 
is a Government which according to them has got to he extinguished and 
paralysed, if this Bill helps this Goveimment. then they must oppose it. 
No measure must directly or indirectly help this Government ; that is the 
test to be applied. I submit, Sir, those who, however much they may be 
dissatisfied with the present Constitution, are not willing to see that the 
Geve!*nment should succumb to subversive methods, should support this 
Bill. Sir, T support the motion. 

Mr. BMabliai J. Desai : Sir, I wish lo amend the last staiement 
5 VM Honourable the Leader of the House quoted 

from what T am stated to have said in connection with 
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the Sliver Jubilee celebrations. I liave always held, and I still hold, that 
1 Will not support this Government or any Government lor the matter of 
that, contrary to the interests ot my own country and contrary to my own 
convictions. If that is any satisfaction to those wdio, for the last one hour 
and a half, have been treating this House to an argumentum ad hommem, 
never going anywhere even approximately near to the subject under dis- 
cussjon, they can have it. They ought to have realised that it was not 
their business to get up and merely carry on and take man by man and 
contradiction by contradiction of single individual acts or sentences and 
feel that they have proved their case. If they think so, I leave that 
flatteimg unction to be laid to their soul by themselves, I expect a some- 
what higher level, indeed a much higher level, of debate, argument, 
persuasion and conviction than the one with which we have been enter- 
tained. I say that, and the more so. because of the respect that I per- 
sonally have for the Leader of the House as he well knows. But. none 
the less, he had to deflect the argument ; he had to get out of the argu- 
ment ; he had to get at a tangent ; he had to entertain some of his friends 
who felt a little low during the course of this discussion ; and I am very 
glad that they have been very much entertained indeed. 

Sir, I stand before this House confessedly a man who at one time 
broke what was called '' law in the sense in which it is used by Govern- 
ment in the definition of Austin, the great jurist. But, from that, even 
for a lawxej* of the eminence of the Law Member to get up and say that 
the line that divides us two is the law-breaker and the law-maker is indeed 
a logic which my mind fails to fathom altogether Undoubtedly there 
are many on the other side, I hope and trust, who, as and -wlieu their 
conscience requires, their national interest demands, wuuld not be wanting 
in courage as not to break the law I make a pi^esent to them of the 
argument which was advanced that I was one of those people, — and [ 
partieiilaily accept the title. — ^^vho dared break ‘\'^hat was called law which 
I shall presently describe During the time that I have allotted to my- 
self, 1 will say that I will not indulge in that type of argument of a 
personal nature, though I could very well do so. I have got a long line of 
speakers on the other side, and I know how to deal with every single one 
of them, either personally or in their statements. But it is not a dignified 
thing to do : and, lawbreaker that I am, I wish to set a belter example, if 
I limy We oppose this Bill forgetting all the past : we oppose this BUI 
on the grounds, wdiich I shall presently stale, of the w^ell being of the State, 
■whieii my friends are at present trying to govern and carry on, and we also 
oppose the Bill for the very nature of the provisions which are contained 
in the proposed enactment. When it comes to law, let me remind my 
Honourable friends on the olher side that it is easy to cheer a very cheap 
observation, but I may remind them that law, in the sense in wlii^Ii Austin 
gave it, means the expression of the will of the sovereign power to do or to 
omit to do a particular act ordained to any of the citizens with a sanction 
behind it : in that sense, what was then promulgated was law. B’d, before 
a Stale could expect obedience to law, it has also got to see that what they 
give as law is not what supports their supreme absolute tyrannical 
aulliOrity, but a law^ which accords with the well being of society and 
which it becomes the duty of every citizen to support in the interests of 
the common good : The law which they promulgated did not accord 
either with justice or the well-being or progress of iny country ; and that 
was the law T hare broken, and I am not in the least ashamed of having 
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done so. Indeed I am one of those who are fully familiar with how Ihe 
provisions which are sought to be retained now have been worked ; and 
it will be my duty, without wearying the House and within the limits ot 
my time, to tell them exactly what they have done of which they cannot 
be very proud. To the extent to which they will make laws and propose 
laws of the type they are doing today, they must be prepared for Civil 
Disobedience. I am not one of those who are afraid to meet the argu- 
mem when you are told Oh, but we are told that Civil Disobedience will 
come some day, and, therefore, we must arm ourselves IjcI them arm 
themselves all the time ; but if they arm themselves all the time more and 
more by the type of wiiat is called law, restricting the liberty of the subject 
as apprehend it, I am not at all afraid to. tell you that if that, is the 
grounci on which you wmnt this law, at all events, so far as we are con- 
cerned, you will not have it, not in your interest, not in our interest, but 
in those very interests which you profess to protect. You profess that 
you wish to govern the State, as Mr. Griffiths said, founded on the will 
of the people ; and indeed you may defy the will of the people ; but you 
cannot shut your eyes to the existence of the will of the people ; and if 
you think that you have entrenched yourself by means of measures of this 
character, so that, in your own unstinted absolute authority, you will find 
it easier to govern, you may carry on with the course that you have set 
to yourselves. 

I fully remember the somewhat animated address of my friend, 
Mr. James, yesterday. He told us — and I want him to believe that I 
appreciate it — ^that we shall get the liberty of the press that we deserve, 
and we shall get the kind of government that we deserve. It is for that, 
it is in defence of those very desserts that I stand before you this evening. 
I wish to assure him that we shall deserve the freedom of the press by the 
rejection of this Bill (Opposition ones of Hear, hear ’’) if there is any 
nationalism in us, if there is any self-respect, if there is any intelligence 
in anj part of the House. For w^e shall undoubtedly deserve this measure 
of freedom from the restrictions of the proposed Bill, if only our wdll wdll 
prevail ; because, at one time, w-e broke the law, w’-e have not become unfit 
to think, w^e have not become unfit to judge : perhaps w’^e are all the more 
rendered stronger and better fit to judge what the elements of the law 
ought to be and not merely every freakish wdl] and expression ot the 
Sovereign Power, because it happens to have sanction behind it. We shall 
no[ bow our heads, however strong that sanction may be ; and after ihe 
insult which was hurled at us that it wa^ a camoufla^ge — ^this non-violence — 
T wish they would not qnote Mahatma Gandhi again ; in one breath they 
call him as an apostle of non-violence, — and wdien it suits them, they 
turn round and laugh or think they raise a laugh — but they do not realise 
thdt they raise a laugh at their own expense, at their own timidity, at 
their own pusil]animit.y, at their own want of patriotism. Sir, we on this 
side stand for non-violence and truth, and will ever do so, God willing ; 
and no amount of ridicule, no amount of contempt, no amount of insinua- 
tion will ever swerve us from that straight path, and we hope we shall 
tread it to the honour of our country and perhaps to the glory of the 
civifi^ied world. (Opposition Cheers.) It is no use indulging in this 
petiyfoggimr manner of indirect thrusts which for a time calls a few 
dlieers and thumpings. That is not the way to judge of us. If you 
expect m to think that you are honourable men, that we should treat you as 
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sucli, then you must realise that there are certamlv as hoiioiirabie, ir iio1 
muctli more honourable, men on this side of the House ; and why do you 
make this a personal question f Sir Muhammad Zafrallah or Sir 
Nripendra Nath should not treat this as a mere personal issue as if it was 
a question between us and them, or between Mahatma Gaiidiu and the 
<iOvei‘iiment of the country. It is a sorry pliglil, the way in winch 
issues have been presented on this Bill during the course oi this dis- 
cussion It has got nothing to do tvitli eiTors of Mr. Satjaiiiurd ilie 
mistakes of Mr Asaf All or even the lapse of memory, as it is called, oi 
any mdividual That is not the way to judge of measures of this kind. 

Biit 1 realised one thing during the course of this debate, and Jt 
makes me mrr} for it ; and that is that those on the other side do not 
believe that freedom or liberty has got any good influence : THiC} do not 
also believe that, so far as inculcation of knowledge by the press is {con- 
cerned, it is any good. It is doing good only if their will is to prevail, 
if their qualifications are to be given effect to and their restriciioiis are 
there. I am one of those on the other hand who is a realist. Some of you 
may call yourself realists ; for you realism is nothing more than that 
we should acquiesce in what you want us to do. That is a realism which 
I have not yet learnt. I am a realist in the sense that I fully appreciate 
the indirect and the direct consequences of every measure that you bring 
before this House, the effect it will have in the long run on the minds 
and the education of the people at large ; and that your professions if 
they accord with your convictions, you ought not to have brought this 
Bill. We, therefore, believe that you have begun at the wrong end : 
you are administrators, pure and simple, and it is an unfortunate part 
that the administrator and the legislator should ever get together in 
one person For indeed the executive cannot approach these issues 
from the larger and broader point of view, except what serves them and 
assists them, and except what they think will make their work and 
their task comfortable and easy It is a matter of no consequence what- 
ever to them what deleterious and deteriorating influence it will have 
either on the growdh of the public mmd or mem To them all that 
matters is a comfortable easy Goveriiment Well, that being their state 
of mind, of course they say • Bid T not tell you that, during the course 
of these years, so many arlieies were written, and have I nor shown that 
there are so many poisonous articles ? And, therefore, what There- 
fore. according to them, the logical result is that they want a measure 
of this kind to prevent an^’ articles being wriHeu In fact, if T am not 
doing an injustice to Sir Lliihaunr.ad Zafriillah, he said : If you do 
not like this, then the logical conclusion is to repeal the whole of the 
Penal Code.'^ In other wmrds, if yon wdll not have a restriction on the 
press, you might as wmB have no restriction on anything at all, not rveii 
theft and murder. If that is the state of mind of the admuiistraior, in 
which he has placed himself, I agree that there is little common, that 
there can be little in common betvmen those who ask this law^^ and those 
who refuse it : for the wav thev look at and read hislorv is Wliat 
does it matter f Some new^spapers do this sort of thing, and this is the 
logical consequence : what does it matter if they are three or five or 
ten But do thev realise and do thev understand how manv — and it 
is a thing w’^hich cannot be proved — mav have growm but for the baneful 
influence of your repression ? (Opposition Cheers.) 
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I am almost remindod on tbiB occasion, after bearing the speeches 
that I have done, of the saying that the times are out of joint and men 
lave lost their reason Hear, hear” from Congress Party Benches), 
and I have not the slightest doubt that, if they had not been mere ad- 
ministrators, if they had not been in the position in which they are, I 
may have appealed to them with better effect, but whether I do that or 
not, I owe it to them, to say that because the Government require a 
measure, therefore a gift must be made to them. To such men, with 
all the high education they have, with the positions they have filled, 
with the honourable life they have led, it could not be that their 
honour, rooted in dishonour, stands, because they would vote for the 
Bill, because they must. 

The position, Sir, is this. I am one of those who believe that the 
matter is not to be tested in the way in which the administrator tests this 
matter. ‘‘ I find it difficult to carry on the administration comfortably 
in my province, there was a little trouble, if you give me a little more 
power, I hope there will be none ”. That is not the approach by any 
decent Government of any kind according to our conception, and I 
have been assured, and 1 take th^t assurance without any cynisism or 
wkliout feeling that, within a reasoucible period of time, we have no 
chance of so working the Government as to he ever responsible. I take 
it as a compliment that if the conditions of Goveimment are those which 
are laid down by Honourable Members on the other side, if the objects of 
the Government are those which are laid down by Members on the other 
side. T quite auree, it is not a Government we would care to touch at all. 
We will certainly carry on and remain under subjection until, whether by 
means of Satyagraha or any other form of struggle founded on truth and 
non-violence, we see to it that the Government is what it ought to be, 
until it becomes in our view fit, to take charge of it and willing to take 
charge of it to the extent to Avhich we can After all, who are those 
who speak of power ^ They are of vb. They misrht easily have been 
on this side of the House, and it is a matter of complete despondency 
to me that we talk as if we have no points in common, as if the one side 
must look at us with suspicion and the only thing we deserve is sup- 
pression, repression, if not extinction. If that is your motive, I am 
going to make a present of all these motives to you to carry on that 
Government We have been under it for 150 years, and we shall re- 
main under it longer, but we shall not touch or assist that type of Gov- 
ernment, an expression which again I repeat, — so long as it does not 
serve the interests of my country, and, in so far as it is against the 
inlerests of my country. Hear, hear ” from Congress Party Benches.) 
It is, Sir, with these feelings that I rise to opT»oso this motion. Of course, 
it js easy to say, Oh, what have you got to do ^ Yoii are not ad- 
ministrators, you can refuse this to us, but you want a vote next time 
I do not want to mention the name of the learned gentleman who said 
It, but I know who said it, — Wliat is ‘wrong in a vote ^ this is what 
he said. Ev your very sentences you entirely give away your ease. 
If mv countrymen are going to give me a vote, because I vote against 
this Bill, what is the conclusion it leads to 5 The conclusion is that my 
countrymen think that T was right in opposing this measure. Hear, 
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tear from Congress Party Benches.) Therefore, what is there so 
insidiouB, what is there so base, Avhat is there so wrong, when it was 
6aid : Yes, you will have to face your constituency In fact, when 

that was said, Ave give an acid test of Avhat the country thinks, feds and 
requires. If the country is behind us, and if you think that the country 
will return us, because we oppose this measure, you entirely destroy your 
own ease. In these little personal supposed repartees, the iniplications 
for the moment are not perceived. But I welcome the suggestion that 
if we wish to face our constituency, if Ave Avish to get a vote, ayc must 
^PP^®^ measure. Why not ? It is an actual test of Avhat the country 
requireis and demands, not in the comfortable situation of my friend, 
Mr. James, Avho can say, yon cannot have this, you cannot have that. lie 
is neither the Government, nor one of us (Laughter), and yet hoAV could 
he say that you cannot have this and you cannot have that " That exactly 
accords with what I have read in Mr. Ramsay Macdonald ’s Book. The 
position of the European in India and tlie position of the Angio-Indian 
press in India is, to the extent to which it subserves their interests, to 
support the Government, and for the rest of the time to preach to us 
(Loud Laughter), and I hope and trust that, Avhenever there is a better 
purpose in the Government, I Avould regard them, as I wir,h they Avould 
regard themselA’'es, as members of the same Indian community. (Hear, 
hear.) And if they do regard themselves as such, I hope and trust, 
they Avill not talk in the manner in AA'hieli they do talk in a very com- 
prehensive term : '' Oh, these Congressmen That is about all that 
we get (Laughter) by Avay of admiration, respect, or understanding 
from our friends on the other side. Well, Sir, all I can say is this, that 
before Ave can proceed to a real discussion of the actual measure Avhieh 
is before the House, vi^e must fully understand the premises from Avluch 
we start. I am one of those AYho Avould ask the House to start from 
two premises. When a quotation Avas read out from Sheridan’s book, 
I suppose they all thought, — now it has become a common place, — ^liberty 
of the press, liberty of man, — Oh, — ^they are common place, they are 
no use to us, they are Amry elementary things, they are all right in 
schools, to ns groAvn up men, administrators, liberty of the subject is only 
a secondary matter — ^restricted as to make our positions comfortable 
If that is the approach, then, I say, it is entirely Avrong You must start 
from the premises, as cndlized men, if you haAm any intelligence, you 
must start with the premise>s that the liberty of man and the liberty of 
the press are the first fundamentals Avith AA-hicli yon ought to start before 
we begin to legislate (Hear, hear), and if you want to legislate in the 
sense in which you mean, there is nothing in common betAAmen us. I am 
not at ail afraid of telling you that if you make your laws worse and worse 
still, we may some day resort to Satyagralia, and if you stand for that 
creed, principally of force, of non-recognition of liberty of men and liberty 
of press, let this House have a present from those A\“ho believe in those 
uncmlized doctrines. T have nothing in common Avith them, and I do 
not venture to ask for their vote, and T do not Avant their Amte, and I 
won’t ask for it. Therefore, it is. Sir, that we must start in matters of this 
kind Avith great fundamentals. Now, only one sentence was quoted from 
Sheridan and it Avas said : ''Oh, Sheridan called the press a great 
engine, but great engines are very powerful engines, and very poAverful 
engines are very undesirable engines, and very undesirable engines are 
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very dangerous engines If I may return that compliment, I may 
say that engine thei'e (the Government of India today) which moves 
with all the oil, with all the fuel, with the blood that my countrymen 
provide, should not be an engine of tyranny. At all events, the engine 
of press cannot be so tyrannical, but the engine of an autocratic Gov- 
ernment can be worse, and we see the plight of this country today. 
Therefore, we are one of those who stand for two broad principles from 
different standpoints, and to the extent to which the liberty of the subject 
and the liberty of the press is to be restricted for subserving the higher 
interests and the nioie common interests of society But when the 
object is '' Oh, you will start the struggle again, you will perhaps expect 
us to change our form of Government That is the argument that is 
presented from the opposite Benches. You, Congressmen, are going 
to have a Satyagraha struggle, and then we must beware And why ? 

Not because of any bad reason or good reason, but because we do not 
want to improve, we want to remain, where you are My Honourable 
friends may call it birthright or not, I do not wish to use that expres- 
sion, but I hope and trust that there is something in human mind, some 
noble quality or character that makes man man, and if that quality is 
some day raised in us, we hope and trust that we shall struggle, — ^we 
shall struggle all the time notwithstanding this Press Act or fifty other 
Press Acts. (Hear, hear.) Therefore, if you are going to forge instru- 
ments, in order that you may destroy the moral power of the Congress, 
I think you are coming to the wrong bouse to ask for the passing of this 
Bill. It^ether we get power or not, we certainly shall have the satis- 
faction of approacliing every piece of legislation of this kind from the 
right angle and the right point of view. All right minded men, be they 
administrators, or not, will recognise the two principles 

I now come to one or two other matters on which this Bill is sought 
to be jnstified. I sav that this is sought to be justified on the ground 
that there is a possibilitv, even a probability, of a Satyagraha struggle 
in future. We are here to caution you that you, by your own act, are. 
forging the insiruments, the very danger which you wish to avert. If 
you go on making laws suppressing men, — men, if they are men, wiU 
struggle, and no amount of administrative authority will prevent the 
possibility and the growth of that struggle. Then, it is said that there 
is terrorism, that there is Communism, that there is communal] sm. 1 am 
not one of those vdio flinch from Ihe fact : On your own confession 
you hine only suspended the Civil Disobedience Movement, you have not 
abandoned it, and, therefore, we should have an Act ’’ I make a present 
of that argument. T do not wish to make the smallest secret of the fact 
that if you restrain, and unduly restrain the liberty of men, if you do not 
improve the constitution of the Government as it exists, you must be 
prepared for a Satyagraha stiaiggle. It is those who are afraid of that 
confession — my Honourable friend almost gloried in the idea that they 
had extracted an admission, what they thought an unwary admission from 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti, There is nothing unwary about 
it, no, nothing cif the kind, nothing that we are a.shamed of, nothing that 
we do not believe, nothing that we desire to conceal. But, none the 
less, we are here to tell you, don’t do things in order only to accentuate 
the situation, so that this struggle may be rendered necessary. There- 
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fore, please don’t bring forward the argument ; '' Because there may be a 
possibility ” — ^yes yon do not like Satyagralia, of course yon don’t. How 
\\^oukl yon like it " Yon do not want to change, yon want to retain aJ] 
tlie powder, yon wmnt to retain all the exploitation, and I do not expect 
you will like ft. I am not one of those who is under a delusion that you 
are ever going to like it, but, at the same time, I -want yon to know that 
we shall resort to it in the teeth of any law^s that you frame winch make 
it necessary for us to do so The blame, the responsibility is entirely 
yours, and not ours, and, therefore, if this Bill is asked ijr on the ground 
that if it is made law, it shall put an end, to what ^ Not to the exercise 
of the right of Satyagraha, but to the abolition from human mind of the 
principle of Satyagraha Even Sir Harry Haig had a better sense of 
Iniinoiir and a better sense of justice than his successor. He said * AVe 
cannot expect, — we can only expect by the word ^ suspension that you 
won’t exercise the right that you possess, but we do not expect that you 
■will foresw^'ear your creed.” But his successor goes further Once people 
are clothed with authority of any kind, absolute and unquestioned, they 
have always a habit of mind in which they say, you shall surrender and 
surrender in the most abject manner If we are not given the Govern- 
ment that we desire, and, I hope, in the language of Mr James, that we 
deserve, as early as we can, — Satyagraha is the only means left to man 
'Other than force. It is not merely a question of foreign Government and 
foreign citizen. Wherever there is an undue concentration of power, 
whether in their own country of England or elsewhere, the struggle by 
the man to shake olf the tyranny of the superior is the rule of life and 
shall remain the rule of life, and that we shall not forswear our faith in 
>Satyagraha, Therefore, we come back to the twm grounds which were 
stated, — terrorism and Communism. 

As regards terrorism, the first point that I wish to make is this. My 
Honourable friend, Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, read out a few 
extracts from the speech of Sir Harry Haig at the end of the debate last 
time in 'which he did refer to terrorism and Communism. I have again, 
made myself sure, and I do not wdsh to go over the ground once again, — 

1 have made myself thoroughly sure, the words that he has used are : 

The object of the Bill, the purpose of the Bill can be described in two 
or^ three words, Civil Disobedience Movement.” Not only that, but I 
think those on the other side, clever administrators as they are, cleverer 
lawyers as they are, — I am sure, they will understand the implication. If 
these were the evils which pre-existed before the Civil Disobedience, which 
were intended to be dealt with by the Act, there could be no meaning or 
purpose or sense in limiting it to three years. With such logic as I 
po'^jgess, and 1 commend this view to the rest of the House, it is impossible 
to believe that those permanent evils as they are called, if they were to be 
niet by means of this legislation, there could have been any question of 
limiting to a period of years. Therefore, it is beyond all doubt and 
beyond all question that it was intended for the purpose of meeting only 
the Civil Disobedience Movement. It only illustrates the fact that, once 
power is enjoyed, it is difficult to give it up I remember reading all 
these questions and answ^ers in my solitude at Nasik Sir Harry Haig 
went on enlarging the formula from time to time First he said, the 
moment the Civil Disobedience is suspended, the extraordinary laws will 
all cease to operate. After a little time, he became a little more alert and 
vigilant. He said, but not for a period of six months, it may be— 
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Ill tile language of my Honourable friend, it has become a little fasiiion- 
aliie, — a camouflage, and, therefore, we must wait for a period of six 
iiiontlis after the suspension to see that it is genuine. If it is genuine 
in Hie sense that for all time jou will have absolute Government and we 
shall be subject citizens, then you are satisfied. But if you mean that 
thi^ suspension is hoiia fide in the sense in w’-hicli such struggles and 
cessations of them are bond fide, you must take it from us that it is a 
bcniO fide suspension, and, therefore, that period of six months and more 
has gone And, yet, when the vision of the next December comes, these 
laws woiihl not be there, the Ytigantars wuil rise. 

Tlie pitdiire that my Honourable friend painted is all right as an 
advoerde Tt is all right for an advocate, but if, out of 1,600 newspapers 
cu'ciilating in the eoimlry with millions and millions of copies, if you 
take the 365 days of the year, and these things are printed and circulated 
by the inillions, if you can only pick up this yellow pamphlet and the 
one-and-a-half hours ^ speech of my Honourable friend, that has proved 
our ease. I venture to say that it is impossible that, out of 1,600 papers, 
multiplied by 365, omitting Sundays we should have 313 days, — that you 
should be able to pick up a dozen or 100 articles during a period of one 
year, the very exception proves the rule by the very confession of those 
who seemed to think that they have made out a ease from labours and pains 
to which they had to go m order to print a pamphlet with translations 
and a few more cases, as my Honourable friend, Mr. GoAund Ballal‘li 
Pant, said, if it Avere brought up to date But, with all your resources, 
all A our poAA^ers, all Amur Secretaries, all your C. I D ’s, if you can only 
produce instances of the abuse of the poAAmr to the extent and in the 
manner it exists today, then, I say, you stand self-condemned. That is 
to say, you have not made out a case for the purpose of renewing the 
poAvers that jmu Avant. I will not repeat the arguments that were 
addressed to the House as to tlie manner and the effect of this legislation or 
the other argument that the number of convictions bea." such an infini- 
tesimal proportion to the number of publications I put it to yon as 
ordinary normal men, if, out of thousands and thousands of daily publi- 
cations, you can pick up only a hundred or two, leading to violence or 
incitement to violence, you can please yoAirself and say how nice, how 
good, how spicy ’h But the fact remains that the number of articles 
Avhich the Government have been able to produce as the best specimens of 
those which have been the subject of their research from the year 1922 
to the year 1935, and the number of prosecutions that they have produced 
j>rove the contrary. You may turn round and tell me You must 
remember that there Avere periods when the press law was not in exist- 
ence ’b I am going to read to you with your forbearance a short siale- 
meiit from a Journalist whose probity, whose integrity and w^hose modera- 
tion. a favourite wmrd with you, is beyond all question. This is A\liat 
he said at the last Journalists’ Conference which Avas an altogether repre- 
sentatm gathering, if you look at the number of editors and pressmen who 
Avere present. Mr. Ramananda Cliatterjee said this : 

PnenaR, T wiqh to remind you that, though capital punishment has either been 
removed from the Statute-book or fallen into abeyance in very many civilized coimtriea 
it TKit only exists in India, but may be has been inflicted on newspapers -without any 
trial, without a trial b^^ even n court mnrtial Befuritiea are demanded again and 
again, and finally there may come the extinction of the paper concerned and even the 
confiscation of its press. It is often a long-drawm affair, which ordinary executions 
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are not. I Iiave no doubt this subject of capital punishment by instalments, inflicted 
on newspapers, wull leceive your attention.'^ 

You are very fond of indulging in the phrase A Government must 
govern I dare say, it must ; but I hope there are those on the other 
side who also realise that there is another side to this case. If they 
say that the Got^^ernment must govern, I hope the citizens will turn round 
and say : Yes, only so long as you properly govern They seem to 
think that there is no second side to this question. They seem to tiiink 
all the time We know what is good for you. You don’t know what is 
good for you They seem to think that these few articles are responsi- 
ble for creating the terrorist activity. I should like to believe that that 
ty])e of mind is honest. Imagine asking us, on the basis of these few 
articles, to believe that the newspapers are responsible for bringing about 
this terrorist activity. We are not such credulous fools There may be 
otJiers who are prepared to believe it, but none on this side at all events. 
Yon want ns to believe that because a few articles are written, therefore 
springs up a terrorist at the other end of the psychological factory. I ask 
you not to be under any such delusion. I understand, the Honourable 
hi ember, who comes from the Midnapore district, is a man of great erudi- 
tion, great education. I ask him to read the history of the world. There 
has never been a revolution in this world which has not had, as its imme- 
diate and proximate cause, the tyrannical abuse of powers by those who 
govern. Of that you may be quite certain. Therefore, it is not the 
newspaper which creates the terrorist. It is the state of the country’s 
subjection that creates it. I am here to say what is the root cause which 
is responsible for bringing the terrorist into existence. Tbe French 
Revolution was not created by Voltaire or Rousseau. It was created by 
the grinding condition of the peasantry at that time. You may, therefore, 
take it from me that we are not such children as to he taught by you that 
terrorists are produced by the Yugantar or some other paper raising its 
head AYe are not going to accept that proposition I admit, it Ls un- 
doubtedly an evil. We are of those who do not stand for these methods. 
AVe condemn these ways, but how can we, as human beings, deny that those 
misguided fellows laid down their lives for something in which they did 
believe. You may deny it if you like. You may call him a criminal, but 
you cannot deny, that however wrong and misguided the man and how- 
e'^^er atrocious the crime, that there was at the hack of it all a noble motive 
which impelled him to lay down his life. You cannot ask me to dismiss 
it altogether T am going to condemn him I am going to tell you that 
you have rightly killed him, but I am going to - tell you at the same 
time that you created the soil which made it possible for that sentiment 
to grow and but for which he would have been a better and an innocent 
man After all, I shall ask you : why does he do it ^ ” Is it out of 
mere frolic ? No, because he believes, wrongly I admit, that, by doing the 
act that he does, he is going to achieve the freedom of his country. AATiat 
IS wrong in making that statement I am not feeling so abashecj or 
downhearted at being heckled by anybody else as my friend Pandit Krishna 
Kant Malaviya. (Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : I am not abashed.”) 

I ID can you can easily exaggerate these things. Have some sense of pro- 
portion in the words of my friend, Sir Muhammad Zafrullah. Have some 
sense of justice. Have some sense of propriety Don’t expect me* to 
render my allegiance to you under all circumstances. That you will not 
have. That you will never ‘have and that you do not deserve in the 
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words of my iVicnd, Mr. James ThereEore, you iiuist not Jook at lliese 
mailers from the way in which they are looked The revolutionary com- 
mits erinies, and, yet when it is a successful revolution, it becomes the 
Oovermiient established by law in the eye of constitutional law So let 
us not go into hysterics over these things I cannot deny that it an 
evil which must be met in the best way you can You may not accept 
our A’ievv. but we believe the proper method is to eradicate the cause. 
You believe that the proper method is to suppress it for the time being. 
Well, whether you succeed in suppressing it or not, it is your own business. 
I know you will tell me : you are not there to govern, you don’t know 
the business Sir, thank God, during the public life I look forward 

to, I won’t have to handle the heritage of thk type of Government. 

I now come very briefly to section 5, and seeing that I only have 
a quarter of an hour, I shall go over each section very briefly, without 
dilating upon it. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik (Home Member) , Take as long 
as you can 

Mr. Bhnlabhai J. Desai : If you prefer it, certainly. Sir, I am one 
of those who believe that, if I am likely to convince you — should 
present you my case, and I want you to take it not merely as a cast^ 
placed in the way which it has been sometimes placed ; I want you to 
believe that we start with some accepted principles of human life, 
conduct and construction of society ; and if I start with these princi- 
ples, if you believe them in your own land, do not think that we are so 
low. we are so depraved, we are so degenerate that there are different 
principles to be applied in our country. Thank God, we at all events, 
during the last few years, have come to think and believe that we shall 
be men enough to observe the application of the same principles which 
are applied in most civilised societies anywhere else : and, if you think 
we deserve a lower treatment, at all event^s I appeal to my friends on 
the other side who think with me : Don’t, for your own honour, 
associate with them.” (Hear, hear.) 

Sir, I come now to section 5. There is only one observation T have 
got to make on that section 5. There was a certain amount of confusion-— 
whether it was a misunderstanding or not, I cannot say ; but I think my 
Honourable friend, Sir Zafrullah Khan, will not deny that section 5 
makes punishable that which, by an act of the executive, has been re- 
garded as unpublishable, so that you begin with that assumption. Then, 
what it makes punishable is its circulation or repetitien : and it makes it 
punishable if the Local Government has certified that the passage pub- 
lished contains, in the opinion of the Local Government, seditious or other 
matter referred to in section 4A, and so on. I, therefore, say, Sir, that 
is '^ar excellence executive upon executive ! There is first the executive order 
of proscription, there is the second executive order of certification that 
it is seditious, — and, on that, well, what has the devil of a magistrate got 
to do ? All he has got to do is this He asks : Is this article 

proscribed ? The police-man says : Yes,” Then he asks : Is 

this the writing certified !” The police-man says : Yes.” Then he 

says : Senten^d to six months.” (Laughter.) You seek to clothe 

certain things with forms of law, because you yourself are afraid that 
naked autocracy will expose you to a certain amount of disgrace. Wliat 
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happened during tne last Civil Di^O'bedience Movement f Take my own 
case. I was arrested one fine morning and taken to Nasik on the allega- 
tion that I was disturbing the peace of the land. I was detained there 
for two months. I am going to show you, Sir, what this ' ' law and 
order is of which you are so proud, and what law ’’ is of which 
you are so proud. Sir, if thi^ is ^ ' law ’ you must be prepared for its 
disobedience. (Hear, hear.) Then, a very suave Secretary to Got^ern- 
ment comes round and says : ''I have got an order for you, because you 

are going out tomorrow. You will remain within the precincts of Nasik 
in which you have got no house, no food, no water. If you get out of that 
place, you have committed an oifenee Imagine the word offence 
Having done that, the magistrate comes on to' me after two or three days. 
I happened to remain in the city, because I wanted to meet my children ; 
and, at the end of three days, the magistrate comes round and says : It 

is very inconvenient, Mt Desai, you can neither practise your profession 
nor do anything else What is the good of that ? Why don^t you do 
this ? If you drive past my Bungalow {that ts, a furlong outside), you 
thereby commit an offence. Then, your car will be boarded by my Deputy 
Inspector of Police. Then, you will come to my house ; you do not want 
to embarrass us ])j a trial Court which is sure to attract large crowds. 
Then, 1 'vmU punish yon And, then, I will send you to jail (Laughter.) 
Sir, this IS what yon call law justice ”, trial ” ^ Instead of tliat, 
it would have been mneii more honest, much more straightforward, during 
the course of that movement, to say : I suspect A. B. I sentence him 

to five years without any trial on the mere order of the executive Gov- 
ernment that he be imprisoned for a period of five years ”. But they 
realise, shrewd as they are, that they must make it appear to the people 
that a magistrate has tried me for atn offence : and, therefore, it is with 
a view to creating a false, decexitive effect upon the mind that you resort 
to these mere forms (Hear, hear.) I WfOuld, rather, that the executive 
had the power to confine in jail a man who they did not like. Therefore,, 
you are at pains to invent '' forms ”, — and we, Sir, are here to make 
them naked ” and make them out to be atrocious which they are. 
(Loud Applause.) What you want to do is to' put in a section under 
which a man will be taken to a magistrate, then a certificate 
will be presented and everything else leading to a conviction. 
That is what happened to me. Imprisonment for two years, 
and Es. 10,000 fine” — ^for what ^ You went oat of Nasik 
Is that an offence ? Sir, I never knew travelling in India was 
au offence, — but that is your executive law, those are the *’ laws ” you 
expect us to obey, and, if wm do not obey it, you say it is a breach of 
law and order ^ Yon create the law breakers ” by the very hypocrisy 
of your ways. (Cries of “ Shame, shame.”) 

Then, take secton 8 : picketing. My friend, the Law Member, said 
he had looked up some law, and, well, I also have looked up some law, 
but the question is not if either of us haVe looked up the law, but what 
is the section ? My friend, Mr. Satyamurti, pointed out that if a man uses 
any force during the course of the prosecution of his aim to picket, he is 
punishable and I hope it is correct. I hope it is also correct that there’ 
is such a section as section 504 which makes insult also an offence. 
Therefore, if you use force, if you use insult as part of your propaganda 
of picketing, you are within the mischief of the law, and, therefore, you 
will be punished. But what you want is something more. Even though 
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a person may not nse force, even tliougli lie imj not insult, yon want to 
prevent him from pepeefully telling a man what he owes tp his country, 
and that you call '' interference with the freedom of contract Sir, 
is there no such thing as public opinion ? Freedom of contract, to do 
what ? To starve my children and feed the foreigner ? Sir, that is a 
freedom of contract which my countrymen d,o not want. (Hear, hear.) 
That is the mischief which I am up against. It is no use telling me what 
a few boys did at a cinema ; because a particlar instrument may be 
debased, therefore its use cannot be made punishable. The fact remains, 
what you don't want is, what you don't like is that my countrymen should 
have freedom, and I have had some experience of picketing — 1 claim it 
with some meiaisnre of pxnde — ^in the year 1932, from the 4th January to 
the 25th July. I have been a witness to a young woman standing with 
iter hands folded as a mere indication that people going to buy foreign 
articles do the vnrong to their country. You cannot take the bread out 
4t your children and feed outsiders. If it is wrong, I think we must be 
allowed to do the wrong. If you miake that punishable, we cannot help 
seeing the sinister motiv’e behind it, and the assistance that you give for 
any legislation of this kind is an assistance whi,ch is fraught with danger 
to my country. We wish to preserve the land. Who daresay that picket- 
ing is unlawful in England ^ I know myself of a case, and, I am sure, 
many of yon must have read about it. There was a foreign woman wlio 
haa the misfortune to own a milliner's shop m Bond Street and ladies in 
the highest society in England caused it to be shut down in a period of 
four days. I wonder which Government would have regarded this act as 
punishable. Therefore, it is no use saying that if you prorpote Swadeshi, 
it is not punishable. If you do that without resort to picketing it is like 
tying a man's legs and then asking him to run. You have to say that we 
can encourage Swadeshi, because you have to pay lip respect to accepted 
nationalist principles, and you have to pay respect to things which even 
out of decency you cannot deny. Therefore, you must say : Practise 
Swadeshi. IIov can jou say that you want to prevent Swadeshi ? You 
won't be able to see your own face Therefore, you have got to say : Pro- 
mote Swadeshi, but do not peacefully persuade your countrymen that it 
IS in the interests of your own countrymen that they should buy your 
goods and not foreign goods. It is a piece of nationalism ; it is a piece 
Jf national right, and it is a piece of national duty which, whetliei* it was 
mx offence or not, we shall continue to do. Sir, I am only trying to point 
out to you that every section of this Act is aimed at the destruction of 
national spirit, national life, national movement and national regeneration. 
It can very easily be said that there is terrorism, there is Communism or some 
other '' ism ’’ and, therefore, this law is needed. I hope my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, won't say that there is eommunalism in it. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Picketing. 

Mr. BhulaMiai J. Besai : Is picketing eommunalism Well. Sir. 
I will pass on. I haVe no time, and, therefore, I will not deal with the 
question of cognizable and non-eognizable, and so on. My friend said : 
We must make it cognizable, because the poor devil of a shopkeeper may 
not complain. 
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millenniiini wHcli the learned Leader of the House talks about. He 
has not even cared to look at the section. That section is this : 

‘‘ In sub-seetion (1) of section 4 of the Indian Piess (Emei geney Powers) Act, 

after the clause [J shall only read (1) decause that has deen the sudject, at all 

events, of a well-hnown p'tosecuUon \ (1) which tend directly or indirectly to bring 

into hatred or contempt His Majesty or the Government established by law^ or to 
encourage, or incite any person to inteitere with the administration of law. 

Now, Sir, I wish to present to the House the views that have been 
held by the three High Courts in India, not so much becanse they are 
the views which cannot be otherwise expressed, bnt because of the great 
respect that you have, and when you liave seen the exposition of wliat this 
section means and involves, I trust you will appreciate it. The first judg- 
ment to which I wish to call your attention has already been referred to, 
namely, the ;judgment of Sir Lawrence Jenkins. My Honourable friend, 
Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, interrupted the reader and said : Oh, 

you have read only the first portion • what was the rest I will tell you 
what the rest of it was Take that very case, and do you know what 
he said ? He said : 

1 have read the article It is an honouiable aitiele , it is a proper article. 
But the whole process of the law (m the language of your judgment m Madras, Sir) 
is reversed.'' 

If you are called upon to show cause why you are not within the 
section. That is the first objection. The second objection is that the 
Judges have in all the three cases held : 

** In our opinion, all these are peixcctly Jimocent writings." 

^IHie first of these articles was by my late lamented friend, Mr Mohamevl 
Ali, the second was by Dr. Annie Besant, and the third was by Pothan 
Joseph, the editor of the Bombay Chronicle In all these cases, be it said 
to the credit of the judiciary, they all said : 

We are helpless ; we are the minions of the lav , and we cannot help them.'^ 

This is the law you now ask us to pass. Therefore, be careful that you 
do not lay doTO any such rules. Sir Lawrence Jenkins, in agreement! 
with Sir Abdur Eahim, held in this ease : 

“ There is no article on earth, howevei innocent, winch does not come within the 
clntehes of this law." 

That was the reason why my friend, Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant, dared 
ask that question to the Leader of the House, but he evad^^d it, because 
there was no other way of getting out of it. Dr. Annie Besant wrote 
about Home. Eule, and His Lordship was obliged to say : 

“ Who can say that it may not tend indirectly to do something of that kind 

Now, with regard to contempt. You must earn respect, you must deserve 
respect, you cannot enforce respect. Thei’efore, I say that %e matter of 
contempt is a matter of mutual accommodation of conduct on your part 
with a reaction on our part. If, therefore, you are going to make con- 
tempt punishable, because, forsooth, by any act of his, your officer m^ty 
make himself Worthy of that contempt, then you' should not make tha^ 
pmnishable in the manner you have done. No justice loving man, no man 
who loves the liberty of the press viil ever stand or vote for this measure. 
It was assumed throughout the course of the argument, but nobody ever 
approached the question from the point of view of the all-embracing 
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nature ol tlie section. Sir Lawrence Jenkins pom Led out tliat even a 
standard work of literature can easily come under this Act. I am quot- 
ing Ids actual words. Supposing I say liberty is good and we must! 
struggle for it, I am quite certain that you will say that it tends in- 
directly to bring the present Government into contempt, and we are trying 
to get sometihing out of you. Sir, there are so many ways uf getting at 
us by means of this law, and it iis so comprehensive, that I must, at all 
events, give a few words which I cannot help reading out to you. I have 
ahvays seen that when laws are passed purely on broad grounds without 
consideration of the language which it is intended to hit, it proves a most 
pow’^erful and potent instrument of mischief in the hands of the administra- 
tor. I will give you a modest instance that has occurred. In the year 
1908, by creating a scare which perhaps might or might not have been 
justifiable, the Criminal Law Amendment Act was passed. Bveiy Member 
on the other side who got up — I have read their speeches — said that there 
was so much murder m tiie land and also looting and other I'orms of 
offence that it was necessary to put it down Therefore, they must have 
the Act. And the section ran like this . Whereas, etc., etc., an associa- 
tion wliicb is iikely to be carried by violence may be declared unlawful, 
and also any oilier association which, in the opinion of the Goicrnment, 
in likely to cause breach of peace I am one of those who, in the first 
Civil Disobedience Movement argued numerous eases before the High 
Court of Bombay, and I put it to their Lordships of the High i'‘ourt : 

Do you really mean that an association which is, we shall say, a pray- 
ing association — aU that the Government Liave to do is to say tliat a Con- 
gre^man is in charge of it and so declare it an illegal association, and, 
as soon as it isi declared iUegal, that association comes under the operations 
of section 17 — should be called an unlawful assembly T did my be^st to 
ask him to say, for at least heaven’s sake read the words ‘ asusting illegal 
operations of an illegal association ’, but the Judge said " No, if you 
assist tlie operation of any association, whatever it may be, you must be 
declared unlawful ” * That is how tbe Statutes have ahvays been abused 
Therefore, T never rely on any statement of any assurance given at the 
time (Hear, hear.) Instances have occurred in tlit past where as;:)Urances 
have been given. In fact, two imstances have been given, if a man on 
this side of this House gets up and says something, on the other side gets 
up my Honourable friend, Sir. Griffiths, and bqjb : '' How mild these 
provisions are I liav'c nevm* seen more mild provisions ” klay I ask 
Mm, when some one of us is prosecuted and when somebody else is the 
Judge, Mr. Griffiths will not come and help us, and yet lie says this is the 
law by wiiich an unconscious and unvigilant and stupia people are scared 
away and they want to oppose such a simple and mild law. Now, I will 
read a passage from that judgment of Sir Lawrence Jenkins. Sir, this is 
vrhat the Judge says : 

Tb# AdToeate General his admitted, and, I think, retj properly, that the 
pamphlet is not seditious and dot‘n not onVnd niiy proGsion of the Criminal 

Law of India. But he has •eonteiidod and ri^jhtly m my opinion that the provisions 
of the Press Act exUnd fai beiond r/iminal 1 iw and he has argued that the 
htltdea uf ploof is cast oil the applieaht so that however meritorious the pamphlet may 
still if the applicant eatinOt establish the negative the Act reemires Ms application 

mm 

, ^ iThSt is pfecis^y '^liAt tb its. "We have 6n^,e had a 

which was assumed by many of the Members opposite including my 
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Honourable friend, Sir Zafrullah. Khan, and that law the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, and, as that law is there, the prejent Bill is its 
logic. I have not dealt with these two sections of foifeiture, because I 
do not 'wish to exceed iny time limit. If there was logic, how did it escape 
them in 1908 There isi no* logic in this sense that you want to cast your 
fangs or net much wider or longer in order only to suppress iis. I say, we 
\\all }iot be suppressed. It is in that wmy, therefore, there is no logic. 
You have got to the point of declaring an assuciatioiL iiiihuffal, and yet 
you may not carry all the provisions that you iiave hitliet k' given, because, 
if jov w^ere logical men, if your draftsmen -were not sUipid, I am sure, 
they wnuld have known liow to draft tins Bill m 1908. But they did not 
then do so ? With reference to uhai ^ With reference to assoeiatious 
professedly committed to vioJenee and murder, and yet tiiey did not think 
it rigiit to add those provisions ab(3ut forfeiture. 

If the applicant cannot establish the negative, the Act requires his 
application must fail And w^hat m the negative 

Please hear the negative. It wall throw’^ some light, it will have some 
^ little open windows which please do not shut 

them out * 

“It IS not enough, for the applicant to show that the words of the pamphlet 
are likely to bring into hatred or contempt any class or section of His Majesty’s 
subjects in British India oi that tlu'y have not a tendency in fact to bring about that 
result. But he must go furthei and show that it is impossible for them to have that 
tendency either directly or indirectly and whethei by way ot infeienee, suggestion, allu- 
sion, metaphor or implication Nor is that all, foi we liiid that the legislature hu,i 
added to this the aU-embiacing phrase ‘ or otheiwise ’ 

What 1 Wish to point out to my Honourable friends is this. The 
langufige of the section is sucli that none of us know in what way a man 
may be caught It i& call very well to say, do not read the section, leave 
it. It is all very well to S])eak about some Yugantar or So.ndhya, ihere 
is uo ratiocination, there is no logic It is all very -well to have the 
Yiigmtar at one end and the terrorist at the other end and squeeze all the 
rest in between for aigument. Thm is the way this case has been argued 
by iht' other side, and, I, tlicrefore, do beg of every Memlier of the House, 
after he has known the Wide imidications, I would appeal even to my 
Honourable friend, Mr. James, that he will not stand for a piece of legis- 
lation that enables the Government to forfeit the security and ultimately 
the Press, with the aid of that all embracing section which m the wisdom 
or unwisdom of Government, it is ])ossible to make an order against and 
the negative cannot be proved. 

Sir, I have done I shall summarise my points in a few sentences. I 
say, Sir, it is perfectly useless to state in a legislature : ‘‘ This Bill will 
not affect you It is a very innocent law. You 'ivill not be huid , only 
the wicked press will be hurt”. These are the kind ui arguments that 
no responsible man, no sensible legislator, no peopP who have the power 
and the initiative of legislation of a big land consisting of one-fifth of the 
human race will take seriously. They must take their task very seriously 
Jijod very earnestly and not in this flipiJ-ant way. They stem to think : 

It is enough for us to say, Oh f it will not affect us, it does not work 
haivlship to us ; the laws are nnade and they are given by the Government 
in their befteficenee and not to create any hardslii]) ”. That is not the 
iHl fo Tbok at the law iiiirdllW-ed iii the Legislature. The test of a gooi 
law is the necessity of it, its propriety, its sublet' vieo-e !or xhe gool of 
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the society ; there is no oilier test and we stand by that test. We say 
that no man may curtail the liberty of another man or Oie lioerly of the 
Press unless it is required to subserve the important purpose that we may 
hold dear, and. starting from that premise, I have examined each section 
and each point of view, and, for the reasons I have given, I oppose the 
measure (Loud Cheers ) 

Mr M. Asaf Ali : Bir, I move that the question be now put. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Pahimj : The question 
is : 

** Tlxat the question be now put 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Sir, I am glad that we have 
come to a point in this debate on which the entire House is in agreement, 
that is that the debate should now end. There is- no one who is more 
heartily in agreement with that than myself. In approaching my task 
of winding up the debate, I would most seriously ask for the forbearance 
and the imlnlgenee of the House. In the first place, the House will agree 
that a mere adiniiiistrator like myself, in the Honourable Mr. Desai^s 
opinion almost the lowest of human beings, is handicapped by liaving to 
follow two extremely eminent la-^v^’ers ; and secondly, T am handicapped 
by the fact that a strong sense of duty has kept me in this House duidng 
the six days of the debate. I think I can honestly say that I have not 
missed, almost literally, one word of what has been said, and while my 
Honoui'able friends on each side of me and my Hononrable friends opposite 
u'ere free to slip out and enjoy cigarette or a cup of tea or whatever form 
of solace they prefer, I have sat here. The boy on the burn- 
ing deck was not in it 1 Thirdly, I am the only person taking 
part in this debate twice, the only person who is privileged, or leather 
I should say who is under an obligation, to speak twice. I can tell 
the House in all honesty that if there, is one thing in this world that 
I dislike more than listening to speeches it is making them. I am pro- 
foundly bored, as I have no doubt a great many in the House are, with 
my own speeches. I have the deepest sympathy with that eminent states- 
man, the late Duke of Devonshire, who is credibly reported to have fallen 
asleep when addressing the House of Lords. I am in, danger of doing that 
myself. I will do my best to he brief as I know the House is weary and 
wants “ to cut the cackle and come to the ^ osses h” But, before I come 
to my two main points, there are one or two small things which, if the 
House will allow me, I should like tO' clear up. The first is in regard to 
seetioii 5 of the present Act, wliieh the Leader of the Opposition referred 
1o in tones of some indignalion. I do not think it is generally under- 
stood that when Ooverniuenl ])roscribes a document, book or newsjiaper, 
that action in my experience, — and my experience is fairly wide, — is in 
at least three cases out of five taken on the complaint of the person who 
feels himself insulted or aggrieved by the document. And speed is of 
the e^ence of the matter. If a document is to be proscribed, if it is a really 
harmful document that grossly insults some other person in his religious 
beliefs, — and that is the commonest case in which the section is used, — 
froscripiion is useless unless it is clone at oneex And if that action could 
be taken after a court had come to a finding that the document was 
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seditious or offensive tO) the religious beliefs of other persons, then that 
action would be perfectly useless 1 can give an instance of that which 
wxil be within the recollection of many Honourable Members Some years 
ago, I think it was in 1926 or 1927, a, book was published called Rangila 
Rasul which was taken by all Muslims as a gross insult to their Prophet. 
Peeling after the publication of that book ran extremely high, so high 
that if Government had not taken prompt steps to proscribe it and to 
seize all available copies, there undoubtedly would have been communal 
rioting on a large scale in many places m the Punjab. As it was, the 
author of that work was subsequ^iitiy miirdcied by some one who took 
the insult to heart. That, Sir, is the sort of thing with wdiieh the ordinary 
law d,oes not profess to deal, and my point is that action of that kind, 
if it IS to be effective, must be taken at once without the delay invoh’’ed 
in a reference to the Courts. 

The second point that I should like to take up is the one made by 
my Honourable friend, the Leader of the Opposition, in regard to picket- 
ing He repudiated 'with great scorn the argument that picketing is an 
interference with the freedom of contract. ^ ^ Nonsense ’ ’ he said ; ^ ' The 
only sort of contract it interferes with is the eoatract that I 
shall starve my children in order that the foreigner shall 
benefit ’h That is a two-edged argument, because picketing' 
may be carried out not in the interest of the whole eoimnumiy, not 
even in the interests of that part of the community which is represented 
by the Congress, but in the interests of one section to the detriment of 
another. Oddly enough T have here an article which has appeared in the 
last few’' days m a new^spaper called the M%lap of Lahore, a Hindu 
organ of the strongly nationalist type It reproduces an article fx’om a 
Hindu paper of Peshaivar. t/ie Frontier Advocate, also I understand a 
nationalist paper. This article complains bitterly of picketing going on 
at present at Nowshera. Kalan, picketing by Muslims of Muslims who 
go and buy things in Hmdn shops. '' Buy Muslim ” is the latest cry, 
and possibly, — I do not deny it, — a very legitimate cry. But some 
Muslims are picketing m order to prevent other Muslims from visiting 
Hindu shops, and indeed the article alleges that if the picketers catch 
one doing so they blacken his face, and the Hindu shopkeepers are not 
unnaturally protesting. My Honourable friend, the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition, wms a little premature in denying altogether that there can be any- 
thing communal about picketing. Here is an instance of picketing on 
communal lines that is going on at this moment. 

Another point that has been taken by both the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition and the Deputy Leader is this yellow pamphlet of 25 pages. The 
line they have taken is : Is this all that you can show of undesirable 

writings in the press f Here you are wdth your great Secretariat at 
your disposal and ail that you can produce is this little thin pamphlet of 
25 pages. I admit, Sir, that this pamphlet might have been made a great 
deal more effective, hut as I said in my opening speech, I have in dealing 
with the press such an enormous mass of material that my difficulty is 
wiiere to select. Here is my mass of mat^^rial, 429 foolscap pages of 
extracts of seditious or inflammatory or communal writings in the press • 
in the case of one province there arc 53 pages alone of extracts hetw’een 
the expiry of the first press Ordinance and the promulgation of the second 
one, a period of less than six months. Any Honourable Member who 
cares to wade through this mass of sedition, incitement to murder, 
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obscenity and vulgarity is welcome to do so , but I w^arn IIonoiirabL^ 
Members that it takes a strong stomach to get through more than a few 
pages at a time. There is, therefore, no force in the argument that this 
yellow pamphlet is all that we can produce. 

I should like to go back, if I may very briefly, to the argument put 
forward, notably by Mr. Satyamurti, that the ordinary law is sufficient 
to deal with the worst sections of the press, because that argument led 
him to make in the eoursv of what I thought ai the time an {‘xcellent and 
well-reasoned speech a somewhat personal attack on myself. '1 he Honour- 
able Member was arguing that the ordinary Penal Code is sufficient for 
punishing offences committed by the press and he was dealing with my 
argiiinent that it is not so because of the common device ol iho dummy 
editor, and the impossibility of securing the conviction of the man really 
responsible. He said that if there are people who go on abetting these 
dummy editors why doiiT -we get hold of them. I said we cannot prove it 
The Honourable Member then entirely shifted his ground and said * 
Therefore, you punish innocent people against whom you cannot prove 
the guilt That is the greatest confession you can make agauist this Bill ; 
you cannot prove a thing and yet jou must punish him.'^ I said that we 
knoAv it, that is who is really responsible And then the ironourable 
Member said somethmg which 1 know he did not mean and which he 'vould 
not have said if he had not been carried away by excitement. He said I 
knew nothing. I think the Honourable Membef has not rv}ally appreciated 
the ])osition. What happens is that a newspaper is register<‘d with a 
dummy as editor The dummy is usually, as J hav(^ said, an er-convi(‘t for 
wffiom the jail has no terrors. He has no legitimate duties to perform 
though possibly he may be used to lick stamps or post letters ; but liis .lob 
is, when there is a conviction, to go to jail I quoted the ease or two news- 
papers within my knowledge which had been prosecuted, I forget now 
how often, but certainly six (.r seven limes in one year, and in each ease 
the dummy editor went to jail The Honourable Member wants to know 
why I cannot get the man wdio is really responsible. In caich ease, 
I know perfectly well wffic the person is ; everybody knows it and he 
himself glories in it ; he is the proprietor and of course the real editor. 
But how can I get him *? Tbe (>nlv Avay wvni d be if I could find in the 
press a manuscript m his handwriting. But they are too astute for that 
Directly a manuscript is set up in type, it is torn up, and there is ni 
possibility of proving the authorship. ^ We have tried again and again. 
The device is like so- many of the ingenions tricks thought out by the man 
who starts to gel round the lava There is no flaw in it and indeed the 
device of the dummy editor goes on even under the present law. But 
my point is that the Honourable Member tvas wrong in thinking that the 
ordinary law is sufficient to catch these people ; and moreover there is 
this about the ordinary law, and this argument has not been met by a 
single speaker on the other side of the House. The ordinary la-w may in 
certain cases, if it can be applied, punish the evil doer ; but the mischief 
is done. What we aim at is not to punish the evil doer but to prevent 
the mischief being done ; and (hat ajiplies witli ])eciib‘ar force to the ease 
of publications in the press. It is little or no use punishing a man who 
publishes an article Inciting to communal hatred or to murder, because 
before you can punish Mm the mischief is done. The whole virtue of this 
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law is tliat it is preventive and not punitive As I say tliatt is an argu- 
ment wliich no speaker on the other side has even attempted to meet. 

Another point that has been taken is that this law has been used 
vith such severity that 400 or 500 newspapers or presses that had applied 
for permission to start had not in fact been started The retort to that 
IS, is it after all so very serious a thing that the country should be depriv- 
ed of 400 or 500 newspapers which were intended to be run by men of 
so little substance and so little responsibility that they could not get a 
backer to pay up 500 rupees or a thousand rupees as guarantee of their 
responsibility Some Honourable Member, T forget who but I think it 
was Mr. Joshi, rebutted that argument by saying that it was most unfair 
that these poor men should not have an opportunity of making their live- 
lihood as journalists. I do not know if that argument is put forward 
seriously, but really when you consider the character of the mushroom 
class of Indian newspapers it is, I think, very difficult to- say seriously 
that the country is the poorer because there are 500 fewer of them than 
there might have been Eeally is journalism, either the editing of news- 
])apers or writing for newspapers, a profession that ought to be taken 
up by a man who is entirely penniless himself and of so little repute or 
so friendless that nobody will even put up a few hundred rupees to 
guarantee his responsibility f In that connection the House may be in- 
terested to hear that some years ago a very respected and very eminent 
journalist told me quite seriously that that time — it was when the Press 
.\vi was not in force — if you put up Es. 50 you could find someone to 
start a newspaper. This was in fact constantly done. It might only run 
for a day or two : its sole object would be blackmail or something like 
that , but there were dotzens of people prepared to come forward and 
declare themselves as editors of a newspaper which they knew had only 
Es. 50 behind it and whose sole object was to attack or blackmail some in- 
dividual ; and, mind you, it is very often a pajdiig proposition. If one 
man pays you Es. 50 to start this newspaper, the odds are that the victim 
would be quite ready to pay Es. 100 to stop it, and there you are in a 
^ito'ous circle My friend told me this quite seriously , it was no exaggera- 
tion • he knew perfectly well what he was talking about : he is dead now 
hut he had been a w^orking journalist all his life 

I am afraid I have taken longer than I had intended over what are 
really preliminary points and of comparatively minor importance. I 
come now to what is certainly the part of the Bill that has attracted most 
of the criticism — I mean those sections which continue the existing Emer- 
gency Press Act I think it is important that the House should bear in 
mind that while the press is, I quite agree, a potential engine of the 
greatest value to the country, it is also a potential engine of the greatest 
evil. There is no medium or no machinery which can be used to the harm 
of the country so easily as the Press, and I am not exaggerating when I 
say that in India there is a certain section of the press — I hope not a 
large section — ^which is constantly so used. This section of the press 
owes allegiance to no principles and to no party. It is run entirely for 
personal profit and generally run for the personal profit of a single indi- 
vidual. Such a newspaper to gain its profit must be right in the swim. 
If sedition is the fashion, it must be as seditious as possible. If communal 
unrest is in the air it must seek out and publish causes of unrest and give 
currency to rumours likely to fan that unrest. It is journalism of that 
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kind and presses that feed that journalism that this Act attacks ; but not 
newspapers with a proper sense of responsibility and balance. 

Now, I am afraid this argument has been used before, but it is so 
essential that I will repeat it very briefly : the experience of the three 
periods wdthin which press legislation was suspended has shown, I think, 
conclusively that directly that legislation is suspended the deterioration 
in the tone of a certain section of the press is serious and immediate 
It seems to me as certain as that the day follows the night that if we 
again relax those provisions, exactly the same effect will be produced ; 
and if any one does not believe that, they have only to turn to the speech 
made by the Honourable Member, Mr Krishna Kant Malaviya, who 
claims to be a wmrking .lournalist If anything said m this debate has 
been a strong argument in favour of this Bill, that speech was, because, 
even now, when this legislation is in force, the Honourable Member comes 
forward in open praise of murderers. It seems to me idle to assert that 
the same result will not be produced again if we take the same action as 
we took on those three occasions and relax this law. While on that sub- 
ject, I would like with great respect to refer very briefly to what 
Mr. Bhulabhai Desai said in summing up his opinions about that speech. 
I cannot quarrel wdth the views he takes, that is his own affair, but I 
Ihink that though he put his point of view^^ extremely shrewdly and extremely 
cleverly, I must, I fear, differ from him at least in this, that even if he 
feels like that, it is a pity that he says so publicly. He is perfectly 
entitled, — I do not deny for a moment, — ^he is perfectly entitled to think 
of these people as brave and misguided youths. Personally, I do not 
share that view at all. If I have formed any views about them, I would 
look on them rather as mad dogs, as dangerous animals ; but even if he 
holds that' view, I must say it does seem to me unfortunate that he should 
give expression to that view in public, not of course that it is likely to 
have any 'effect on sensible men of mature years, but I do think that when 
a leader of his eminence publishes such a view, it is exactly the kind of 
thing which does have or is likely to have an effect on immature minds. 

Now, Sir, I have done with the press sections, and I have no doubt 
everybody will be relieved at hearing it. The main argument of a good 
many, but not all. of the speakers on the other side against the whole 
sclieme of this legislation seemed to me to be based on a denial that the 
dangers which 1 apprehend existed at all. They took the view that these 
dangers existed onh" in my prolific imagination, that as a mattei’ of fact 
there is no terrorism, that communal unrest does not really exist, and that 
communism is a figment of my brain and nothing else. Of course, it is 
useless to dispute with people like that, because I do not know what their 
sources of information may be and they do not know what my sources of 
information are. I wall only say this, that if there can be any effici*^iit 
part of such a universally condemned machine as the Government of India, 
it seems to me that it is its intelligence system, which is extraordinarily 
wide, extremely prompt and is, in my opinion, — possibly other Honour- 
able J^iriiibers will not agree, — very shrewdly dravm up. And my ininr- 
matioxi, — I happen to be more or less at the centre of this system, — 
definitely is what I stated to the House, namely that terrorism, although 
there has been some slight diminution in Bengal, is by no means dead. 
Within the last five months we have had, I think, 25 terrorist incidents. 
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Three of them were murders, oue a very determined, but fortunately not 
successful attempted murder, and the rest of them dacoities, robberies, the 
discovery of arms, the discovery of bombs and so on. Now, by no means 
all these incidents were confined to Bengal. Eight, I think, were in the 
United Provinces, one, the attempted murder to which I referred, was in 
Ajmer, two were in Assam, and 1 think one or two in Bihar and the 
Punjab These are all incidents that have occurred since the 1st of April 
last In the face of that, it is idle to assert that terrorism is a mere hug- 
bear, and that as a movement it is dead. 

As regards communal unrest, all I can say is that every Local Gov- 
ernment informs me of incidents that are portentous and threatening, and 
1lie whole country Imows that since we last met, there has been bloodshed 
at Perozabad, at Champaran, at Lahore, and only the other day at 
Secunderabad, that is to say, in the United Provinces, in the Punjab, in 
the South of India and in Bihar. There again, it seemS' to me that you 
are merely behaving like the ostrich and burying your head in the sand 
if you say that danger enlists 

As regards Communism, much less is known about it, because as 1 
said before it is a movement that works secretly and underground, but I 
suppose I am in a better position than any one else in this House to know 
what there is to be known of its methods. I do not assert that Communism 
IS a movement which is likely to come to the top in India for some years 
to come, but undoubtedly it is a dangerous movement and one which is 
likely to raise its head when it finds a favourable opportunity, and when 
it does so we must have weapons to deal with it. 

The denial of the existence of all dangers was not, however, the view, 
as 1 have said, taken by all speakers on the other side, and notably, I think, 
it was not the view of the Honourable Member from Madras. I don’t 
think he denied for a moment the existence of the dangers which I fore- 
shadowed, but he took the line • Oh, yes, those dangers may be there, 
but we can deal with them perfectly well under the ordinary law, and as 
for future Governments, they can deal with them perfectly well without 
special laws ” Well, now, I sometimes wonder whether optimism so com- 
plete as that of my friend deserves our admiration, or whether we 
sliould weep al its pathetic side. The Honourable Member has cast him- 
self for ihe role of Chief Minister under the new form of Government and 
I sincerely trust that he may live to realise that ambition ; but let him 
lemember that most of his friends, at any rate all of them who know that 
they themselves have no possible chance of ever securing office, are likely 
1o be trying to wreck his Government How is he going to deal with these 
eiforls of his friends if he has only the ordinary law as a weapon for 
dealing with such dangers ^ Let me assure him, speaking from experience 
of a good many years of trying to cope with Civil Disobedience, that it is 
noi a matter that can be dealt with under the ordinary law. If it had 
been possible, w^e should have been only too glad to do so. It was onlj? 
with the help of special measures that we were able to suppress it. I am 
afraid if that is the hope in which the Honourable Member is going to 
accept office, his period of office will be comparatively a brief one. 
(Laughter from Government Party Benches.) I really do not see how 
any Minister of the future, even so able and versatile a gentleman as the 
Honourable Member from Madras, can hope to resist the subversive 
movement and forces that will criticise and attack his ministry without 
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the special powers which we have found necessary. Remember, lie will 
have an uncontrolled press, a great part of it run by his political opponents, 
he will liave no power of declaring any association illegal, in fact it seems 
to me he will be perfectly helpless and will inevitably be driven oat of 
office in a week or two. 

Sir, I have noticed all through this debate a repetition of such 
])lirases, — and I have no doubt these phrases enshrine very great prin- 
ciples, — such phrases as the freedom of the individual, freedom of the 
press, liberty of speech, liberty of association and so on. Those are of 
course very fine principles, but the mere repetition of fine principles doe.'j 
not, to my mind, carry any great measure of conviction. In fact, their 
constant repetition seems to me to rub the gilt off and reduce these prin- 
ciples into tedious cliches I think two frequent iteration of such 
principles is a little bit inclined to make speakers lose their sense of pro- 
poition. After all, whose freedom is it we are attacking by this Bill f 
Against whose liberty is the Bill designed Against the revolutionary, 
against the sedition-monger, against the terrorist, against the communist, 
but not surely against the average peaceful citizen who is none of those 
four things. How is the average citizen affected by the Bill ? Let the 
House consider. Has any lawyer been affected, any merchant, any shop- 
keeper, any artisan, any landlord, any tenant Certainly not It is only, 
as 1 have said, those four classes against whom the Bill is directed. And 
what have those classes done to deserve it ? Surely they have interfered 
most seriously with the liberty of other people. Take the victims of the 
leirorists. Can there be a more serious interference, a more drastic inter- 
ference with liberty than murdering a man f Again who have been the 
victims of the Civil Disobedience Movement f The man who has been 
picketed, the merchant who sees his trade steadily declining, the shop- 
aeeper who sees his clients seared or frightened away, the lawyer who is 
prevented from going to court, the student who is prevented from carry- 
ing v)U lij.s siudies, the Government servanx who is restrained by the boycott 
from enjoying the ordinary conveniences of life Is that not interference 
with liberty, is that not trespassing on the freedoui of the individual 
Surely, that is a far worse infringement of liberty than anything that is 
proposed by this Bill. Those are the people whom any Government is 
bound to protect in the pursuit then lawful occupations, and any Govern- 
ment that failed to give them that elementary form of protection from 
mo'vements, all of which are m essence unlawful, would be failing grossly 
in its duty That, Sir, seems to me to be the issue before this House. 
Aalui’ally die Congress arf' billeriy opposed to this Bill The mam 
]ilank of their political programme is the repeal of all repressive laws, and 
the one they desire most to repeal is this law which brought about the end 
nid collapse of the Civil Disobedience Movement. They make no secret 
of the fact that the movement will be revived, and revived whenever li 
suits their convenience. We should be fools in such a situation to deprive 
ourselves of this weapon which has been successful in the past, and to start 
all over again meeting such a movement, as the Congress always wish us 
to meet their attacks, with one hand tied behind our back ? Why should 
we f 

I regret that I have been so long. The time has now come when the 
issue must pnt to the test. The Honourable Member from Delhi gives 
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a Nazi salute and waves his hand in agreement. He exhorted the elected 
Members of the House to remember that every one who votes in favour of 
this Bill will be bound to lose his seat. To put that at its highest, it is 
surely the merest opportunism. I do not ask Members to vote 03 ^ such a 
ground. I ask them to follow the dictates of their conscience. Honour- 
able Members opposite came to this House a year ago pledged in advance 
io do their utmost to repeial this Bill. I am not appealing to them, I 
know it would be useless, but to those Honourable Members who have come 
here with an open mind. I would ask them not to think what the result 
will be in their constituency, but to vote honestly according to their con- 
science. Let them bear in mind what are the real issues before the House. 
Are we going to give the new form of Government a chance of developing 
m moderately peaceful conditions f Are we going to give them some 
means of grappling with the antagonistic forces which are certain to 
encompass and attack them f Or are we, in our inveterate desire to 
destroy and deseredit the present administration, — are we going lo let 
loose on the country again those forces of chaos and anarchy which pro- 
duced such misery and such economic loss in 1931 and 1932 f (Loud and 
Continued Applause.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
7 p.M. is : 

Tliat the Bill to anieiul the Criminal Law be taken into consideration 


The Assembly divided : 

AYES— 61. 


..Abdoola Haioon, Seth Ilaji 
Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian. 
Aehoson, Mr. J. G. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Ma3or Nawab. 
Allah Bakhsh Khan Tiv.ana, Khan 
Bahadur Nawab Malik. 
Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. Muhammad. 

Ajyar, Diwan Bahadui B. V. Krishna. 
A}uar, Bao Bahadur A A. Venkataxania. 
Bajoria, Babu Baijnath. 

Ba,iP'‘^b Gil 3a Shankar. 

Bliat, Mr. Madhusudan Damodar. 

Bhutto, Mr Nabi B.aksli Illahi Baksh. 
Blackwell, Mr J. H 
Bower, Mr E. H. M. 

Boyle, Mr. J. D. 

Chapmaii-Morlimer, Mr. T. 

Chatar3i, Mr. J. M. 

Clow, Mr. A. G, 

Craik, The Honourable Sir Henry. 

Dalai. Dr. B. D. 

Desai, Mr S. P. 

DeSouza, Dr. E. X, 

Pazl-i-IIaq Piraeha, Khan Sahib Shaikh 
Ga3'apatira3*, Maharaj Kumar Vijaya 
Allan da. 

Ghiasuddm, Mr. M. 

Ghuznavi, Sir Abdul Halim. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Griffiths, Mr. P. J. 

Grig^3:, The Honourable Sir James. 
Hands, Mr. A. S. 

Hidayutallah, Sir Ghiilam Hussain. 
HoekeiihiiU, Mr. P. W, 

Hossaek Mr. W. B. 
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James, Mr P. E. 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar 
Sir, 

Lai Chand, Captain Eao Bahadur 
Chaudhn. 

Lee, Mr D. J. N. 

Lister, Mr. T. 

Lloyd, Mr. A. H. 

MacLaehlan, Mr. D. 

Mehr Shah, Nawab Sahibzada Sir Bayad 
Muhammad. 

Milligan, Mr. J. A. 

Mitchell, The Honourable Mr. D. G 
Morgan, Mr. G. 

Muhammad Nauman, Mr. 

Mukher3ee, Bai Bahadur Sir ‘Satya 
Charan. 

Owen, Mr. L. 

Ba3ah, Bao Bahadur M. C. 

Bau, Mr P. B. 

Boiv, Mr K. Sanjiva. 

Sarma, Mr B S. 

Scott, JMr. J. Bamsay. 

Sher Muhammacl Khan, Captain Sardar. 
Singh, Mr. Pradyiimna Piashad. 

Sinha, Ba3‘a Bahadur Hanhar Prosad 
Narayan. 

Birear, The Honourable Sir Nripendra. 
Tottenham, Mr. G. E. F. 

Yakub, Sir Muhammad. 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Zafriillah Khan, The Honourable Sir 
Muhammad. 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr, 

I 
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Aaioii, Mr, Samuel. 

Abdul Matiu Oliaudhury, Mr. 

Alley, Mr M. S. 

Asaf All, Mr. M. 

Ayyangar, Mr. M. Auanthasayaiiam. 
Azhar All, Mr Muluimmad. 

Ba Si, U. 

Badi-uz-Zamaii, Maulvi. 

Badful Hasan, MauM. 

Bauer jea, Dr. P. N. 

Bmiid, Mr. M A. 

Bardaloi, Sri jut N. C. 

Ubai^araii Das, Br. 

(diattopadlia}aya, Mr. Amarendra ISTatli. 
Bliettiar, Mr. T. S. Avinasliiliiigani. 
lliet^y, Mr Sami Vencataehelam. 
Oiiinider, Mr. IST. 0. 

Das, Mr B. 

Das, IMr Basa nta Kumar. 

Das, Pandit Nilakaiitlia. 

Datta, Mr. Akhil Chandra. 

Dosai, Mr. Bliulabhal J. 

Deshmukh, Di G, V 

Essak Sait, IMr, H. A. Sathar H. 

Fuzliil Hiiq, Mr. A K 

Gadgil, Mr. K. V. 

Gauba, Mr. K L 

Clluilam Ehik Naira ng, Sved. 

Giri, xMr. Y. Y. 

Gov ad J)as, Seth. 

Gupta, Mr. <ih mshiam Singh, 

Hosiaani, S. K 
Jedlie, Mr. K hr. 
dogeiidra Singh, Sirdar, 
doshs Mr N M. 

Khan Sahib, Dr. 

The motion was iiegatiYed. 


Kharc, Dr. N. B. 

Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. 

Daljee, Mr. Husenbhai Abdullabhai. 
Maitra, Pandit Laksiimi Kanta. 
Malaviya, Pandit Krishna Kant. 

Manga I Singh, Sardar, 

Madaliar, hir C. N. Mutlmranga. 
Mulianimad Ahmad Kazmi, Qazi. 
Murtuza Sahib Bahadur, Maulvi Syed. 
Nageswara Rao, Mr. K. 

Paliwal, Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta. . 
Pant, Pandit Govind Ballabh. 

Parma Nand, Bhai. 

Raghubii Narayan Singh, Choudhri. 
Raian, Dr T. S. S. 

Raju, Mr. P S. Kuniaraswami. 

Eaiiga, Prof. N. G. 

Saksena, Mr. Mohan Lai. 

Sant Smgh, Sardar. 

Satyaniiixti, Mr. S. 

Sham Lai, Mr. 

Shauknt Ali, Maulana. 

Sheodass Daga, Seth 

Siddique All Khan, Khan Sahib Nawab. 

Singh, hlr Bam Narayan. 

Binha, Mr. Anugrah Narayan. 

Sinha, Mr. Satya Narayan. 

Sinha, Mr Sliri Krishna. 

Sum, Mr. Suryya Kumar. 

Sri Prakasa, Mr 
Them Man ng, Dr. 

Them hlaung, D 
Umar Aly Shah, Mr. 

Varma, Mr. B. B. 

Ymsanji, Mr. Mathiiradas. 


The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 
LSlh September, 3935. 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven ot the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Thibd Class Carriages on Mail Trains on the Madras and Southern 

Mahratta Railway. 

324. '-‘Prof. N. G. Ranga : (a) Are Government aware of the fact 
that there is now no uniformity observed by Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railway and South Indian Railway in placing their third class 
carriages on their Mail Trains and that owing to the third class carriages 
being attached in different positions on different days in different sections 
of the Mail Trains, the passengers who have to board the Mail trains on 
any of the small stations in the three or five minutes halts are put to 
considerable trouble, inconvenience and danger ? 

(&) Are Government aware that there are often too few 1hird class 
carriages for the number of passengers to be carried as compared vith the 
first class accommodation provided on the Mail tiains ] 

(cl If so, are Government prepared to consider die advisability of 
increasing the number of third class carriages on all Idail trains of all the 
railways, regulating the first class accommodation as need arises ? 

Mr. F. R. Eau : {a) The Agent, Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway, states that the mail trains on that line are worked with set 
rakes and the position of the vehicles is never altered except in 
abnormal circumstances. 

The Agent, South Indian Railway, states that the position of 
third class carriages on their express trains has remained constant 
during the last three years. Through carnages running between speci- 
fied points which have indication boards giving the name of the start- 
ing and destination stations are attached in the position in which it 
is most eonvcnient for shunting purposes at junctions. 

{b) The number of each class of carriage provided on the various 
trains is determined by the volume of the traffic offered Both the 
Agents state that spare third class stock is stabled at various stations, 
and station lu asters have instructions to attach them to trains when- 
ever necessity arises. 

(c) The composition of trains must be determined by local condi- 
tions which vary from section to section on the different railways, 
and it is impracticable for Government to regulate such details of 
railway working. 

( 951 ,) 
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Prof. N. G. Eanga : Are Government aware of tlie fact that even 
at junction stations, such as Waltair and Bezwada, when request is 
made and not]C(‘ is given for additional third class carriages because 
of the existing overcrowding, no action is taken ? 

Mr. P. E. Eau : I am not aware of that. 

Prof. IT. G. Eanga : Will Government see that one or two third 
class carriages at least are attached to every mail train that passes 
between Waltair and Madras ? 

Mr. P. E. Eau : Sir, this is a matter of local interest, and I think 
it is desirable that the Honourable Member should take it up in the 
Local Advisory Council. 

Prof N. G. Eanga : In view of the fact that no Member of this 
House is a member of the Local Advisory Council, will the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Department be good enough to convey the 
wish of this House that there should be more third class carriages 
attached to the mail train running between Waltair and Madras and 
also between Madras and Colombo ? 

Mr. P. R. Eau : I shall be glad to send a copy of my Honourable 
friencHs observations to the Agents. 

Lucigage Allowance given to Thied Class Passengees. 

325 '^'Prof. W. G. Eanga : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the luggage allowances given on different trains for each of the third class 
passengers ? 

(b) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of increas- 
ing such luggage allov'anee by another three pounds ^ 

P. R. Eau : {a) On practically all railways, the free allowance 
of luggage is 25 seers in addition to bedding, walking sticks, unbrellas 
and such articles of food as may be required on the journey. 

(b) On the recommendation of the Indian Railway Conference 
Association, the free allowance was raised in December, 1929, from 15 
seers to 25 seei's. Government are not prepared to consider any further 
enhancement under present conditions. 

Prof. IT. G. Eanga : In view of the fact that this question was 
considered so long ago as 1929, are not Government of the opinion that 
time has come when these things should he reconsidered in view of the 
increasing rail-road competition ^ 

Mr. P. R. Eau : As a member of the Public Accounts Committee, 
my Honourable friend was most assiduous in asking the railways to 
increase their net earnings. 

Prof. IT. G, Eanga : It is only because we are anxious that the 
railways should increase their earnings that we ask that the con- 
veniences afforded to the third class passengers should be increased. 
Will Government, therefore, consider the advisability of increasing the 
facilities of third class passengers in this direction f 
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Mr. P. R. Ran : I do not think that the addition of three seers to 
25 seers is likely to increase traffic. 

Weighing Machines on the Madbas and Southeen Maheatta Railway, 

326 "^Prof. N G. Ranga : (a) Are GoTernment aware- of the fact 
that at many places the weighing machines of the Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railway are very defective, to the detriment of the third 
class passengers and that weighing machines are often not properly and 
sufficiently tested ? 

(h) Are Government aware that the weighing machine installed for: 
third class passengers at the central station, Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Radway, Madras, was found on the 12th July to show 3 lbs. 
more than that installed for the first and second class passengers ? 

{ej Do Government propose to see that special care is taken to test 
periodically the weighing machines installed m all stations and es])ecially 
those machines intended for the third class passengers ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) and (h). The Agent, Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Raiiv/ay, states that the Administration is not aware of the 
facts alleged. 

(c) Grovernment are satisfied that the instructions issued by the 
Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway Administration for the care 
and handling of weighing machines provide for as high a standard of 
accuracy being^ maintained as is practicable. They understand that 
similar instructions have been issued on other railways. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : In view of the fact that I myself have had 
this experience at the Madras Central Station and drew the attention 
of the Station Master also on that day to this particular defect, will 
Govfrnment try to refresh their memory as well as their information 
and see that such inaccurate information is not placed before this 
House ^ 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I understand that my Honourable friend’s general 
allegation is based on one single instance, and when he has brought it 
to the notice of the authorities concerned, I am sure, that defect must 
have been rectified. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Is it not a fact that the Honourable Member 
in his answ'er has stated that this particular defect to which I have 
drawn attention as far as the Madras Central Station is concerned does 
not exist and did not exist on that day ? 

Mr. P R Rail : I could not follow the Honourable Member’s 
question. Will he kindly repeat it ? 

Prof NT. G. Ranga : What is your answer to part (a) of my 
question ^ 

Mr. P. R. Ran : The answer to parts (a) and (5) is : 

‘ * The Agent, Madras and Southern Mahratta Bailway, states that the Administra- 
tion is not aware of the facts alleged.*’ 

E209LAB 
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Prof. N. G. Eauga : In view of tlie fact tliat I myself liave had this: 
experience and drew the attention of the Station Master to this defect^ 
I wish to inform the Honourable Member that his information is 
absolutely wrong and that that kind of information should not be 
placed on the table of the House. 

Mr. P. E. Eau : May I ask whether my Honourable friend made a 
complaint in writing to the Agent of the Railway or what steps did he 
take to bring the defect to the notice of the Agent ^ 

Prof. N. G Eanga : I personally informed him of what had hap- 
pened. 

Mr. P. E. Eau : In such cases, it is probably desirable for the 
Honourable Member to write to the Agent about it. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : I hope the Honourable Member will provide 
me with the expenses that I will incyr on correspondence. 

Weight oe Luggage of Third Class Passengers. 

827 '^'•Prof H. G. Eanga : Are Government p^ep^ired lo consider the 
advisability of instructing the Railways to see that passengers, especially 
the third class passengers, are not troubled at any of tbe inlermediate 
stations or junelions about the weight of their luggages, if they boar with 
them the railway receipt for their luggage from their starting stations 
and tliat if an}' doubt is felt about the eorreetnesss of the Weight i*eeorded 
on the recei})!, iliat fact may be communicated to the station master of 
the destiiiatKiU through the guard on duty ? 

Mr. P E. Eau : I will convey the Honourable Member’s sugges- 
tion to the Indian Railway Conference Association for their considera- 
tion. 


Government’s Policy towards Communism. 

828. ^Prof. N. G. Eanga : (a) Are Government aware of the 
judgment given by Justices Williams and Jacks on the 17th of July in the 
High Court of Calcutta in setting aside the sentence on Kainala Krislma 
Sircar on the kind of propaganda carried on in favour of the establish- 
ment of a Bolshemk form of Government in India provided violent means 
are not advocated ? 

ih) If so, will Government place on the table of the House the full 
text of that judgment f 

fc) Are Government prepared to revise their policy in tbe Jicrht of 
tnat judgment towards communists, communist organisations and com- 

munist propaganda and also their G. 0. on eommnnists ? 

The Hononrahle Sir Henry Craik : (a) and (&). A copy of the 
judgment is laid on the table. 

_ _ (c) The judgment had reference to prosecutions under the pro- 
visions of section 124-A of the Indian Penal Code. Mo question of revising 
the policy of Government towards Communism arises. 
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IN THE HIGH OOUBT QE JUDICATURE AT FORT WILLIAM IN BENGAL* 
Criminal Appellate Junsdietion. 

The 17th July, 1935. 

Present : 

The Honourable Mr. Justice Lort- Williams 
and 

The Honourable Mr Justice Jack. 


Appeal No. 173 of 1935. 


liamal Hrishna Sircar, . . . . . . . . Appellant, 

versus 

The Emperor . . . . . . . . . . Respondent 

For the Accused — Mr. B. Das, Counsel, with Mr. Hiran Kumar Roy. 

For the Crown — ^Mr. D. N. Bhattacharya, officiating Deputy Legal Remembrancer. 
Lort- Williams, J. — 

In this ease, the appellant was convicted of sedition under section 124A, Indian 
Penal Code, and sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for one year. 

The speech in which he made the remarks complained of was delivered at 
Shraddhananda Park on November 22, 1934 There was a meeting of the Bengal 
Youth League, and there was a red banner with hammer, sickle and star. The audience 
were composed mostly of Bengali youths of the student community and a number of 
speeches were made. 

The accused moved a resolution, expressing emphatic condemnation of Govern- 
ment legislation as being calculated to gag the working class movement in India, 
in declaring the Communist party of India and various trade unions and labour 
organisations illegal, while anti-workmg class organisations like the Indian National 
Congress and the Congress Socialist Party had not been banned, and had been allowed 
to pioseeute their aims of sabotaging the real class struggle for emancipating the 
toiling masses of India. The resolution also condemned the banning of the Communist 
party of India and other militant class organisations in the Pun3ab and Bombay. 

In his speech the accused referred to these orders made by the Government, and 
explained that what was meant was that the Government by such banning of certain 
organisations were making it easier for the organisations which were carried on by 
the well-to-do and the capitalists one of the aims of which was to put down the 
workers’ movement, to pursue the new reformist movements which were favoured by 
these other bodies. The rich, Gandhi and the Congress were all lumped together 
by the speaker as being supported by the Government Then he proceeded to deal 
with the Round Table Conference and pointed out that at one time the Government 
had declared the Congress illegal, but that it was the object of the Government, and 
by reference the speaker obviously wanted to include all Governments,* to encourage 
the reformist movement as a method of cheeking the revolutionary movement repre- 
sented by the Communist party, the Bolsheviks and others. The rest of the speech 
was a mere recital of facts either of recent or past history. A great deal of it was 
obviously taken from well-known and quite respectable books which have been pub- 
lished recently about the world economic depression, the alleged failure of the 
capitalistic system, and the necessity of finding some other method for the distribution 
of goods. In fact, all that the speech amounted to was a recommendation of the 
Bolshevik form of Government as preferable to what is generally called the capital- 
istic ” form of Government, i.e., the present form of Government. And all that the 
speaker did was to encourage the young men, whom he was addressing, to join the 
Bengal Youth League and to carry on a propaganda for the purpose of inducing 
as large a number of people in India as possible to become supporters of the idea of 
communism as represented by the present Bolshevik system in Russia. 

It is really absurd to say that speeches of this kind amount to sedition. If such 
were the -ease, then every argument against the present form of Government and in 
favour of some other form of Government might be alleged to lead to hatred of the 
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Government^ and it might he suggested that such ideas_ brought the Government into 
contempt. To suggest some other form of Government is not necessarily to bring the 
present Government into hatred or contempt 

The learned Magistrate, who tried the case, obviously takes a strong view with 
regard to Bolshevism. He does not like it ; neither do I, nor do a very large number 
ot bcnsible people. That does not mean that one may not make speeches of the kind. 
I do not like quite a lot of things that people do constantly from day to day. That 
is no leason for suggesting that those people are guilty of sedition or of attempting 
to bring the Government into hatred or contempt. 

In my opinion, it is not wise to institute prosecution against the makers of 
speeches of this kind. The effect of it is to give the impression that the Govern- 
rnent ace desirous of taking the kind of steps which, we understand, have been taken 
in countries like Germany and Italy, where the right of free speech has practically 
disappeared. So far as we know, that is not the present position in India. In any 
case, the present speech is a long way from coming within the piovisions of section 
124 A, Indian Penal Code. 

The conviction and sentence passed on the appellant are, accordingly, set aside, 
and he is acquitted. 

The appellant, who is on bail, will be discharged from his bail-bond. 

(Sd.) J. LOBT-WILLIAMS. 


The 17th July, 1935. 
Jack, J. — 

I agree. 

The 17th July, 1935. 


Calcutta ; 

The lOfh August, 1985, 


(Sd.) E. E. JACK. 

J. W. MeKAY, 

Secretary to the Bengal. Legislative Council, 


Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the policy of Government towards 
Communism 1! 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : That was defined at consider- 
able length in a statement I laid on the table in reply to a question 
about thi’i time last year. The Honourable Member will find it in the 
Library. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do Government propose to continue to punish 
opinions, even if those opinions are not expressed in favour of any acts 
of violence J 

The Honourable Sir Hem^ Craik ; It has never been the policy 
of Government to pnnish opinions so long as those opinions are not 
published. 

Mr. S Satyamurti ; Do Government propose to punish the opiuions 
even in those publications, which do not incite to any acts of violence ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; So long as those opinions do not 
incite to acts of violence or encourage disaffection or tend to bring 
Government into hatred or contempt, it is not the policy of Govern- 
ment to punish them. 

Prof N G. Ranga : Is it wrong to pnHish in original the Com- 
.jjfVunist manifesto issued Ijy Marx and also to tyanslate it ? 
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The Honourable Sir Heiary Craik : That depends upon the con- 
tents of the manifesto. 

Teade Teeaties with Italy and Eoumania. 

;j29. '‘Prof N. G*. Ranga : {a) Will Govommoj}t be pleased to state 
whether they have been able to conclude any trade treaties with Italy and 
Eoumania in order to remove or reduce the import duties recently levied 
by those Governments upon our Indian Imports ? 

(h) If not, what stage has been reached by their negotiations with 
the Governments of those countries ? 

(o) When were those negotiations begun f 

(d) AVhen are they expected to be concluded ? 

(e^ If trade treaties are concluded, what are the terms of such 
treaties ? 

(/) How do those terms compare with those of the treaties concluded 
by Great Britain with Italy during this year f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; (a) to (/). I 
would invito the Honourable Member ^s attention to the replies given 
to Mr. T. 8. Avinashilingam Chettiar’s starred questions Nos. 4 and 5. 

Maeketino of Aoeicultueal Peoduce in Poeeign Counteies. 

33(1 "^Prof N G. Ranga : (a) Will GoverumcAt be pleased Lo state 
the progress made by the marketing section of the Imperial Council of 
Agrieuhure in carrying on any marketing surveys or in organising 
marketing of any of the Agricultural produce ^ 

(&} Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of pub- 
lishing a periodical survey of the prospects for the marketing of Agri- 
cultural produce in foreign countries with the aid of the reports received 
from the Trade Commissioners ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) A copy of the progress report of 
the marketing scheme till the end of June, 1935, as circulated to the 
Advisory Board of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, has 
been placed in the Library. 

(b) The quarterly reports issued by the Indian Trade Commis- 
sioners already contain sufficient information regarding the marketing 
of Indian agricultural products in foreign countries and the prospects 
of expansion of the trade. These reports are published in the Indian 
Trade Journal. 

Prof N G Ranga : Will Government consider the advisability of 
publishing a eoinprebensive report of all the remarks made by the 
Trade Commisioners, so that it will be easy for those who are interest- 
ed in agricultural problems to get it and study it ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I have already informed my Honour- 
able friend that quarterly reports, which I have no doubt are as com- 
prehensive as the subject matter requires, are issued and published in 
the Indiam Trade Journal. 
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Loss SHSTAIKEB BY THE PEASANTS IN THE QuETTA EARTHQUAKE. 

331. "^Prof. N. 6. Eanga : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if they liave estimated the lo^ sustained by the peasants in the Quetta 
earthquake ? 

(J) If so, how much is that loss ! 

{c) How many peasants have been made homeless and landless ? 

id) What are the steps taken or proposed to be taken to settle them 
anywhere else and provide them with land ? 

(e) Will Government state whether any lands in the newly irrigated 
portions of the Punjab or Sind are proposed to be granted to them f 

Mr. J. 6, Acheson : (a) Yes, Sir. 

{!)) Api)roximately rupees five and a half lakhs. 

(c) About 2,676 houses were destroyed and roughly 12,800 
peasants were rendered homeless. No peasants have been rendered 
landless as damage to land has been comparatively insignificant 

(d) Grants have been made for the reconstruction of houses but 
as there has been no appreciable damage to land it has not been found 
necessary to take steps to settle the peasants elsewhere. 

(c) No, Sir. 

Prof N. G. Eanga : In view of the fact that in the report pub- 
lished by the Government of India it is said that this earthquake has 
affected several hundreds of square miles of land, does the answer 
given by the Honourable Member relate to all the peasants affected by 
the earthquake 

Mr. J G. Acheson : Does the Honourable Member want to know 
if my answer refers to the whole of the area f If so, yes, Sir. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know if the lands of these peasants 
have been destroyed 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : There were qnite a considerable number of 
casualties among the villagers ; but they were not so heavy as in the 
city. 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai : I was asking whether the cultivated lands 
were affected ^ 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I thought the Honourable Member was en- 
quiring about loss of life. Land has scarcely been affected That also 
applies to orchards which are, of course, very important in Balnehistan* 

Grant eoe the Development op the Handloom Weaving Industry to the 

Madras Presidency. 

332. *^Prof. N. G. Eanga : (a) Will Governmeut be pleased to state 
(i) the principles on which they are allocating the handioom weaving 
development grant between the various provinces, (ii) if such a principle 
was objected to by the Madras Government, and (m) if so, on what 
founds I 
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(6) Are Government aware of the fact that the Madras Government 
.Jhas been spending larger sums upon the development of handloom 
weaving than other Provincial Governments and is it a fact that the 
expenditure of Provincial Governments on handloom wearing only during 
the last four or five years was taken into consideration, and that the 
D^ladras Presidency gets very much less than what is really due to her, if 
her total expenditure during the last decade is considered ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to reconsider their method ot allo- 
. eating the grant so as to allot more to the Madras Presidency ? 

The Honourable Bftr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) The Sixth Industries 
Conference proposed that the grant for the first year should be dis- 
tributed half in proportion to the consumption of cotton yarn in hand- 
loom weaving m the provinces and half in proportion to the actual 
expenditure of the Local Governments on the improvement of the 
cotton handloom weaving industry under certain specified heads during 
the five years ending the 31st March, 1934. This basis was accepted 
by Governmeni for the first 17 months of the scheme, Ce., up to the 
33 St March, 3936. 

(a) Oii). No. 

(a) (m)- Does not arise. 

(&) The reply to the first part is in the negative and to the second 
part HI the alfirmative. As regards the last part, the allocation was 
made* according to the principles recommended by the Conference. 

(e) The basis of allocation of grants in future years will be con- 
sidered by the Seventh Industries Conference to be held in October. 

Prof N. 6 Sanga : Have Government any scheme by which this 
total grant is like*y to be increased in the near future ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : I believe at the present 
moment there is little prospect of the total grant being increased. 

Bill re Exemption of a Pobtion of the Lands owned by Peasants fbom 

THE PbOPERTIES LIABLE TO BE ATTACHED FOR THE PAYMENT OF DeBTS. 

333. ^-Prof. N G. Ranga ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if they are thinking of introducing legislation to amend the Civil Pro- 
cedure Code Act of 1908 so as to exempt a portion of the lands owned by 
peasants from the property or properties liable to be attached for the 
payment of debts ? 

(&) If so, when will such a Bill be introduced into the Assembly f 

(c) If not. are Government prepared to consider the advisability' of 
introducing such a Bill ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a’) The answer is in the nega- 
tive. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) As the Honourable Member is aWare, Mr. Anantnasayanam 
AyT'angar gave notice, last Session, of his intention to more for the intro- 
duction of a Bill to amend section 60 of the Civil Procedure Code with the 
same ob.iect in view. Notice of a Bill which inter alia seeks to protect 
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froB] attachment small agricultural holdings has also been received from 
the Honourable Member himself. Government will have an opportunity 
in due course of stating their attitude on the subject in the House in 
connection with these Bills. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : What is the attitude of Government towards 
the Bill proposed to be introduced by Mr. Ananthasayauain Ayyaiigar ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I have said that Government 
will have an opportunity of stating their attitude when the Bill comes 
up. 

Claims ovee the Watees op the Tungabhadea Eivee. 

3;>4. 'Prof N. G. Ranga : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
what progress has been made in regard to the request of the Madras 
Government that the Government of India should appoint a tribunal to 
decide the claims of the four Governments over the wmters of the Tunga- 
bhadra river 

{h) AVhal is the reply received from the Bombay Government f 

(c) What are the obstacles standing in the way of developing this 
project ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G IMDLtchell : {a) The proposal that a Court 
of Arbitration should be appointed has been put to the Governments of 
Bombay, Mysore and Hyderabad. 

(Z;) The Government of Bombay have agreed to the appointment of 
a Court, 

(c) The project is beset by political, engineering and financial diffi- 
culties. 

Prof, N. G. Ranga : What is the nature of the reply received by the 
Government of India from the Mysore Government ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G Mtchell : So far no reply has been 
received. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : How long ago did the Government of India 
address the Mysore Government ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : I want notice. 

Prof. K. G. Ranga : Will the Government of India remind the 
Mysore Government to send an early reply ? 

The Honourable Mr. D G Mitchell : We have already done so. 

Acts passed by Peovincial Legislatubes to believe the Bueden of 
Ageicultubal Indebtedness. 

335. "Prof. N. G. Ranga : Will Government be pleased to place in 
the Library of tlie House the Acts passed since 1934 by various Provincial 
Legislatures to relieve the burden of agricultural indebtedness in order 
to enable the House to see how far the recommendations of the Economic 
Conference 1934 have ])een carried out ? 

The Honourable Sir STripendra Sircar : I lay on the table a list of 
Acts, copies of which have been placed in the Library of the Indian 
Legislature. 
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List of Acts. 

The Agrieiilturists ’ Xioans United Provinces (Amendment) Act, 1934 
The Assam Money Lenders Act, 1934. 

The Central Provinces Debt Conciliation (Amendment) Act, 1934. 

The Central Provinces Debt Conciliation (Amendment) Act, 1935. 

The Central Provinces Money Lenders Act, 1934. 

The Madras Co-operatjve Land Mortgage Banks Act, 1934. 

The Madras Debtors^ Protection Act, 1934. 

The North-West Prontier Province Redemption of Mortgages Act, 1935 
The Punjab Relief of Indebtedness Act, 1934. 

The United Provinces Agriculturists’ Rehef Act, 1934. 

The United Provinces Agriculturists’ Relief (Amendment) Act, 1935. 

The United Provinces Encumbered Estates Act, 1934. 

The United Provinces Encumbered Estates (Amendment) Act, 1935. 

The United Provinces Regulation of Sales Act, 1934. 

The United Provinces Temporary Regulation of Execution Act, 1934. 

The Usurious Loans (Central Provinces Amendment) Act, 1934 

The Usurious Loans (North-West Frontier Province Amendment) Act, 1935, 

The Usurious Loans (United Provinces Amendment) Act, 1934. 


Agreement with the Kathiawar States about Customs. 

336. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether any agreement has been arrived at between them and 
the Kathiawar States about customs ; and 

(?)) if so, what the terms of the agreement are 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I am not yet in a position to 
make any statement on this subject, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know what the position is ^ Is it that 
a lot of smuggling is going on through the Kathiawar pox’ts ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I do not think there is smuggling, 
for that can be checked at Viramgam line. But it is a matter of com- 
mon suspicion that rebates are being given. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government lost large sums of money 
over this f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The problem is not only one of 
loss of revenue, but of diversion of trade from Bombay. In one cas6, 
of course, the diversion of trade, which is held by fhe Durbar to be 
Within the terms of their treaty, has been very heavy indeed, and the 
diversion of revenue has consequently been very big also. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Why is there such a diversion of trade ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think the Honoiu'able Member 
had better leave me to try and deal with that question. I will promise 
to make a statement as soon as I can. 

Mr, S Satyamurti : Before the next Budget Session ? If so, I shall 
not ask any more questions. 
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The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I liope so ; but I cannot make 
any promise. 

Mr, S. Satyamxirti : In view of this non-possumiis attitude, my 
llonourjible friend will forgive me for using that word, 1 want to know 
wlij there is this continual diversion of trade from i^ombciy to Kathia- 
war ports. There is something which my Hqnouraoic friend does not 
want to disclose and which exists. 

The Honourable Sir Janies Grigg : One obvious reason is that for 
certain areas the Kathiawar ports have a definite economic advantage 
in having a shorter railway route as compared with the ports of British 
India. But that is not the whole story. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the whole story ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ,* I am not in a position to say. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti ; Will the Honourable Member expedite this 
matter, as much as possible ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I am tprying to do so. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government spending large sums of money 
to buy up their opposition ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; The Honourable Member is now 
fisliiug. 

Formation of Coffee Pools in Kenya with a view to drive out the 

Indian Settlers. 

337. ^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state • 

(a) v'hether their attention has been drawn to the attempt of the 

White settlers in Kenya to form coffee pools with a view 
to drive out the Indian traders in the same way as they are 
being driven out of the clove trade in Zanzibar ,* 

{J}) if not, wdiether they are prepared to make enquiries in the 
matter ; and 

(c) what steps they propose to take ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : {a) to (c). Goverimcnt have seen 
reports in the Press of certain proposals said to have been made by an 
unofficial organisation called the Coffee Board of Kenya for the better 
distribution of cofl'ee but have received no representations on the sub- 
ject from the Indian community in Kenya, and do not, therefore, pro- 
pose to take any action in the matter. 

Transfer of the Civil and Military Administration of Gilgit to the 

Government of India. 

338. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

\a) vhether it is a fact that the treaty between tlie Kasliinir 
Government and the Government of India, whereby the civil 
and military administration of the Gilgit area will be trans- 
ferred to the Government of India, has been signed ; and 

(b) the extra cost involved in this transfer ^ 
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Mr. J. Gr. Aclieson : (a) The Honourable Member’s attention is ii|- 
Ifited to the communique on the subject issued on the 8th January, 1935. 

(6) Nil 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : So there is no extra cost at all f 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : No, Sir ; on the contrary, there has been a 
net saving of approximately one lakh. 

Customs Questions eelatino to the Kathiawar and Maritime States. 

339. ^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleascjd to state : 

{a) whether it is a fact that an important conference between the 
officers of the Political Department and tlie Central Board 
of Re\enue was held early in May to discuss the issue 
relating to customs questions with the Maritime and 
Kathiawar States ; 

(b) what the points were that were discussed ; and 

(c) what the decisions are ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Inter-departmental conferences 
constitute a normal method of Secretariat procedure in important and 
eomplicated cases, and this method has been frequently adopted in deal- 
ing with customs questions The proceedings of sneli conferences like 
the noting on Secretariat files, are confidential, and I am unable to dis- 
close anj" information 3n regard to this particular or any other one. 

Mr S Satyamurti : Will these decisions be taken by Government, 
before they are placed before this House ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think that is extren^ely likely. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : In view of the fact that a lot of money is in- 
volved in this matter, and Government are not in as strong a position 
as it ought to be in view of this proposed Federation, will Government 
try to strengthen themselves by taking the opinion of this House, re- 
presenting as it does the Indian taxpayer ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I do not admit the Honourable 
Member’s premise. 

Eeliee to the Families oe the Public Servants killed in the Earthquake 

at Quetta. 

340. '"Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Do Government propose to provide 
any eariliquake compassionate allowance, or some such relief, for the 
families of those public servants killed in the earthquake at Quetta ? If 
so, which and under what conditions ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : In regard to certain establish- 
ments whose conditions of service are regulated by the Eoj/al Warrant 
and the King’s Kegulations for the Eoyal Air Force, it has been held by 
competent authority that death m the earthquake at Quetta should be 
treated as attributable to military service. The dependents of deceased 
members of such establishments become, therefore, eligible for pensions. 
The same principle will be applied in the Indian Army. In regard to 
establishments for which the rules prescribe two scales of pension, the 
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question of wMch scale should be applied is under consideration. Under 
the rules applicable to civil personnel contained m the Civil Service 
Regulations, no pensions are admissible to the depeitdents of such per- 
sonnel killed in the earthquake, but the Government of India have 
decided to relax these rules and to grant pensions and gratuities. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will any gratuity be given where pension 
is not allowable ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I assume the Honourable Mem- 
ber is concerning himself only with the civilian personnel I said tliat, 
under the rules applicable to civil personnel contained in Ihe Civil Ser- 
vice Regulations, no pensions are admissible to the dependants of such 
personnel killed in the earthquake, but the Government of India have 
decided to relax these ruleis and to grant pensions and gratuities. 

Construction op Roaus in Assam. 

341. *Srijut N. C. Bardaloi : (a) Is it a fact that the Central 
Reserve Fund for Development of Roads from income derived from 
petrol tax, amounted to over four lakhs f 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state how much of it was derived 
from petrol raised and refined in the Assam oihfields ? 

(o) What was the amount allocated to Assam from the Central 
Reserve Fund ? 

(d) How much of that sum was spent in the Assam Valley f 

(e) Is the oil-field situated in the Assam Valley ? 

(/) What are the areas of Assam Valley Districts and the Surma 
Valley Districts, excluding Hill Districts, separately ? 

(g) How many miles of Mitcha roads exist in the Assam Valley and 
how many miles of pucca roads ? 

(k) Are Government prepared to take up the question of construc- 
tion of rouas in Assam, so that the country may be opened up ? 

Ihe Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) Yes On a ten per cent, 
basis the annual credit to the reserve was about Rs. ten laldns per 
annum. On a 15 per cent, basis (from 1934-35) the annual credit is 
likely to be over Rs, 15 lakhs jier annum. 

(b) The quantity of petrol produced in Assam^ is not constant, but 
the production in recent years is equivalent to a credit to the reserve in 
the Road Account of between l-J and two lakhs of rupees per annum. 

(c) Rs. 27.30 lakhs. This grant has been made partly from revenue 
already received and a lump snm contribution of Rs. 40 lakhs, and partly 
by anticipating future revenue. 

(d) A sum of Rs. 14.25 lakhs has been allocated to the Assam Valley, 
but works are only now being commenced and the expenditure to date 
is negligible. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The combined areas of the Goalpara, Kamrup, Darrang, 
Now-gong, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur districts in the Assam Valley are 
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23,932 square miles and the combined areas of the Sylhet and Caehar 
Plains districts in the Surma Valley are 9,340 square miles. 

{(j) The Government of India have no information. The total 
mileage in Assam is 600 miles of metalled and 7,186 miles of unmetalled 
roads. 

{h) The Government of India have already made very substantial 
grants to Assam as indicated in reply to part (c) of the question. 

Sri jut N. C. Bardaloi : Of course the Government of India have 
made substantial grants, but are Government aware tL.at, in the northern 
portion of Assam from Dhubri to Lakshmipur, i.e., on-i-lialf of Assam^ 
there are no metalled roads, and in the soathern portion all the important 
roads of Kamrup to Goalpara are cutcha ^ And will Gcvenmieiit consider 
three facts when they consider the question of contribution to the Eoad 
Fund ? 

The Honourable Mr, D. G. Mitchell : The Government of India have 
already taken into consideration the well-known fact that Assam is 
very badly off for roads. As regards the allocation boiween the two 
different valleys, that must be left to the Local Government. 

Mr F. W. HockenhuU : Will the Honourable Member tell us whether 
any schemes have already been sanctioned from the central fund ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. MitcheU : Yes, quite a large number. 

Claims for Promotions and Preferments of Assamese Soldiers. 

342. "^Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state how many natives of Assam Valley Districts, belonging to the Koch, 
Eajbangsi, Kacliari, Jharuas, Mikir and Saloi castes are serving in the 
Eegiment known as '' Assam Eifles who are stationed to guard the 
North-Eastern Frontier ^ 

(1)} Will Government state how many persons of those castes fought 
in the Great V7ar ^ 

(c) Will Government enquire of the Assam Government and inform 
this House whether the Assamese soldiers of these castes were praised for 
their bravery and fighting qualities by the respective commanders of the 
regiments in -which they served during the War ? 

(d) Will Government state w’hether fairly educated youths of the 
above castes are now finding employment in the Gurkha regiments in 
larger numbers If not, why not ? 

(e) Will Government state who, besides the following, are now 
holding non-commissioned officers' ranks among the soldiers in the 
North-Eastern Frontier, who are inhabitants of the Assam Valley Dis- 
tricts : 

(1) Jemadar Debi Singh Mech, 

(2) Jemadar Dhananjoy Kachari, 

(3) Havildar Gangaprasad Eajbangsi, 

(4) Havildar Tarak Chandra Eajbangsi, 

(5) Havildar Bahadur Chandra Uzir, 

(6) Havildar Jatra Mikir, 

(7) Havildar Mayaram Eajbangsi ! 
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* if) Are Government prepared to take steps to recruit more men from 
among these castes ! 

(g) Are Government prepared to consider the claims for promotions 
and preferments of these soldiers, who belong to British India, in the 
same way as in the case of inhabitants of Nepal ^ 

The Honnurable Sir Henry Craik : (a) 348, 

(b) 448. 

(e) Several Commanding Officers expressed appreciation of tlie fine 
services rendered by men of the Assam Rifles generally, but no particu- 
lar classes or castes were specially mentioned 

(if) Practically no Assamese with any education apply for enlist- 
ment in the Assam Rifles, and they are not recruited to Gurkha Reginiients 
of the Army because they are not Gurkhas. 

ie) Besides the men named in the question there are live Subedars, 
three Jemadars, 19 Havildars and 17 Naiks who are inhabitants of the 
Assam Valley districts. A list of their names can be laid on the table 
if the Honourable Member wishes. 

(f j According to the class composition of the Assam Rifles the num- 
ber of A>ssainese should be 37-2^ per cent This percentage ha?- never been 
reached by recruits from these or other Assamese castes. Goveinment 
would be glad to see them come forward in larger numbers provided they 
intend to stick to the service. 

(g) Promotion is made by merit alone and the claims of all castes 
and tribes are equally considered 

Srijut N, C. Bardaloi : Is it a fact that those Assamese, who are in 
the ranks of non-commissioned officers, are mostly well educated and 
belong 10 the educated classes ^ Will Government take these facts into 
consideration in matters of promotion ? 

Tlie Honourable Sir Henry Craik : My information is that, on enlist- 
ment, practically none of the recruits are educated. Possibly they re- 
eeixe some education in the regiment ; but presuming they all enlist as 
sepoys in the first instance, my information is not in accordance with that 
of tlie Honourable Member. 

Srijut N. C. Bardaloi : As a matter of fact, I may inform the 
Honourable Member that they all originally enlist as sepoys^ but only in 
matters of promotion somehow their race intervenes and the Gurkhas get 
promoiion and they do not get the promotion which they deserve. Will 
the Honourable ]\Iember make an inquiry into this grievance ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; I do not quite see what I am 
to inquire into. I have said that promotion is made by merit alone, and 
the claims of all castes and tribes are equally considered. 

Assam Valley Plaotees’ Association. 

343. ’^'Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : (a-) Are Government aAvare that 
an Indian Planters' Association, Imown as the Assam Valley Planters^ 
Association, has been started in Assam f 

(J) Are Government prepared to give representation to this body on 
*the Tea Cess Committee as well as on the Tea Licensing Committee f 
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(c) Have Goyerument instructed tlie Tea Cess Committee to take in 
representative Indians in the executive of the Tea Cess Committee, as weH 
las in the general conimiltee, as assured by Sir Joseph Bhore during the 
last Session of this House ? 

(d) Do Government propose to lay down the method of electing 
Indian members to the above bodies, so that Indian planters of Assam 
Valley may also get representation f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrujla Klian . (a) No, Sir. 

(b) In view of the reply to part (q) of the question, Government are 
unable to express any opinion as to the desirability of giving representa^ 
tion to the body referred to 

(a) Government are unaware that any assurance of the nature men- 
tioned was given by Sir Joseph Bhore last Session. 

[d) Government understand that the existing provisions of the 
inclxaii Tea Cess Act and the Indian Tea Control Act have in effeci pro- 
vided for the representation of Indian planters of the Assam Valley on 
the Indian Tea Cess Committee and the Indian Tea Lict-nsing Committee. 

Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : That is not my question : my question is 
This : certainly it provides for representation of the people interested, 
IB the Assam Valle}*, especially those who are members of the association 
like Hie Indian Tea Association ; but the pledge given by the ilonourabJe 
Sir Joseph Bhore in the last Assembly was thal the Govermr.ePi will see 
i\vdi hriians are taken mtoi the executive committee as well as the general 
committee oi the Association : have Government clone anything towards 
that V 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I liave already 
submitr^ni that Government are unaware that any assurance of the nature 
mentioned was given by Sir Joseph Bhore last Session 

Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi . It should he in the Assembly Proceedings. 

I am the person wlioi started it, and, in his reply, Sir Joseph Bhore said 
that Government in future would see that more Indians are taken in in 
this coinraittee : that was one of the conditons why the Bill was supported 
by me 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : 1 believe all that 
Sir Joseph Bhore gave an assurance about was that when ihe Tea Cess 
Association puts forward more comprehensive proposals fot the amend- 
ment of the Tea Cess Act, the question of the proper represertation of 
Indian interests on the committee would be carefully borne in mind That 
stage has not yet arrived Any assurance given by Sir Josepli Bhore will 
be fully honoured. 

Appointment op an Indian as the Chaieman op the Bombay Poet 

Trust. 

344. "^Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : Will Government be pleased to state 
if there is any bar to the appointment of an Indian as the Chairman of 
the Bombay Port Trust ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan . None 

U209LAB B 
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Srijiit N. C. Bardaloi : Have the Indian Merchants' Chamber and 
Bui*eaii and other bodies been urging the desirability of a]?pointmg an 
Indian duru'so: thb last 11 years ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan Ihe desirability 
of ti])poiidiiig Indians has been urged in several questions tn wliich 1 
have ah*ead\ given a reply. 

Mr S Satyamurti • Then, why has no Indian been ap[»oinied f Is 
llere no Indian fit for that place 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Indtians hnvi-^ on 
several occasions been Chairmen of Port Trusts. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti • Here in Bomba}" f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan . Not in Bombay. 

Mr. S Satyamui'ti ; Why not f Are there no Indians m Bombay f 
I iJuaigJit it was an Indian city. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan . Xo ansiver is 
necessary — Bombay is an Indian city. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are there no competent Indians to be Chair- 
men of the Port Trust there, when Indians can be Ooaxmerce Members f 

(No answer ) 

Srijut N. 0, Bardaloi : Is it a fact that the administration of the 
Port Tiusl Ins been extravagant'^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No. 

Mr. Lalchand NTavalrai : May I know if there has been an Indian 
Chaiicinn of die Karachi Port Trust ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Not so far as I 
am aware. 

Mr. Lalchand Favalrai . Then, which are those other places ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The other places 
are Aden and (diitta<:'Oiu>‘ 1 lolsere a question to that effect has already 
been down, and, wiiea ir is reacdieJ, 1 vill be able to reply to it more 
fully. 

Srijut N, 0. Bairdaloi • Is it true that the financial difficulties of 
the i’ort Trust have contributed to the diversion of trade from Bombay. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I bebeve there is 
a (iuestion with regard to the alleged extravagant administration of the 
Bombay Port Trust put down, and, when it is reached, I will be able to 
give a leply. 

Inquiry into the Financial Relations between India and Burma. 

345. ^^Srijut N. C. Bardaloi : Have Government taken any steps 
to associate members of this House and the public with the enquiry into 
the financial relations between India and Burma finally ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : If the Honourable Member is 
referring* to the financial adjustments between the two Governments, I 
would reiuihd him that the subject is to be debated in this E(<n^o during 

present SesKion. 
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Disabilities of Indians in Zanzibar. 

o4-6. N. C Bardaloi : "Wliat steps liave Governitieut taken 

to re‘inove the disobilities from which Indians in Zanzibar are suffering, as 
reported by the Government representative sent there to investigate the 
grievances of Indians 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai . The attention of the Ilo^ur.irable Mem- 
ber is iuAnted to the reply given by me on the 4th September, 1985, to 
Mr S, ^Saty amurti’s question No 118 

Indians in Cochin-China, Java, Ceylone and Singapore. 

347. ^‘'Srijiit N 0. Bardaloi : Are Government aware that Indians m 
Coehin-CJnna, Java, Ceylon and Singapore are being ili-treated ? If so, 
what stops are Government taking to remedy the same i 

Mr. J. G. Acheson The reply to the Honourable Moiiiber’s question 
is avS folio vs • 

(T) I/O An expulsion order against certain Indian Chettiar Bankers 
by th^ hido-CIiina Government was cancelled upon reprtseidaliims being 
made }.v I he Guvernnient of India through His Majesty’s Govei'.'niieut and 
diplomatic channels 

{])', Th^re is no truth in the allegation that Iiidinns in C?ylnn and 
Singapore are being ill-treated. 

(f) Government have received no complaints of ili-treaimeiiL of 
Indians in Java 

(Jf: The question does not arise. 

Abolition of the India Stores Department in London. 

348. '‘'Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : (a) Is it a fact that the High Com- 
missioner in England has to attend many social and political functions ? 

(5) Is it a fact that he is a layman as regards Stores purchases are 
concerned ? 

(c) Do Government propose to abolish the Stores Department in 
lifipdon and entrust the Indian Stores Department with the duties of 
inspection and other necessary functions in connection with the large pur- 
chases for Government in India and abroad ? 

The Honourable Mr, D. G. Mitchell : (a) Yes 

(h) 1 do not know what my Honourable friend means by ^ layman \ 
The position of the High Commissioner is the same as that of any person 
holding high office who has experts working under him. 

[C) Ko : the Governrgent of India are considering the possibility of 
amnlgamatiijg the London Store Department and the Indian Stores 
Department. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know, when thi>s amalgamation takes 
place, whether it wall he in England or in India ^ 

The Honourable l£r. D. G. BEtchell : The investigation has still to 
be carried out, and it is impossible to give any exact date at present. 

Ti209LAD b2 
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OE THE Ottawa Ageeement on India and the Dominions. 

349. '"Srijnt C. Bardaloi : (a) Has the Ottawa Pact benefit tod 
the Bidtish producers on account of substantial preferential duties ? 

(h) Government state to what extent Inch a has beneiitted on 
account oi lhat Pad ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : {a) and (6). Gov- 
ernment do not propose to oifer an opinion on the results of the Ottawa 
Trade Agreement pending the discussion of the matter in the next 
Budget Session Meanwhile, a report on the working of the Ottawa 
Agrecunent for the year 1934-35 will be laid on the table of the House at 
an early date 

Mr. S. Safcyamurti : When does this Pact expire 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I believe some 
time in the spring of 1936. 

Mr. S. Satyamuxti : Will Governmeni place the matter befor(i the 
House. befor(‘ the expiry ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; i believe so • it 
will be possible to do so, T think 

Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : Is it a Lact lhat from England 224 crores 
worth of articles less was exported to India 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : 1 have already 
replied to all questions in detail on this matter. 

Purchase oe Iron and Steel Materials by Indian Railways. 

350. *^Srijut N 0 Bardaloi : Are the Railways m India purchasing 
all .available iron and steel materials in India, or mostly in the United 
Kingdom ? 

Mr. P. R, Rau : State-managed Railways in India follow the Stores 
Purchase Rules and purchase all their requirements of articles manufac- 
tured from iron and steel in India on the rupee tender vsystem. Pre- 
ference is given to articles of Indian manufacture when the qualify is 
satisfactory and the price not unreasonable. 

Company-managed Railways also make large purchases of iron 
and steel articles of Indian manufacture. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : May I know from the Honourable 
Member the extent of the purchases made in England ^ 

Mr. P. R. Ran ; I mmt have notice, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the percentage of iron and steel mate- 
rials Tiurchased by Company-managed Railways outside tliis country 
every year f 

Mr. P. B, Ran : T am afraid T have not got the figures here : I shall 
be glad to get them if my Honourable friend so desires. 
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Enquiry into the System oe Levying Income-tax. 

3ol, "^Siijut N C. Bardaloi : (a) Is there any ehaitee of an erKjxiiry 
by British experts about the system of levying meome-tax 

(5) If so, do Government propose to see that Indian biisiaessmen are 
also assoeiated with that Committee 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reply to question No 35 asked by KSardar Sant Singh 

Re-Transper of Sylhet to Bengal. 

352 ^‘Srijut N. C, Bardaloi: (a) Are Oovermneut aware that 
a resolution was passed in the Assam Legislative Council some time back, 
at the instance of the members from Sylhet, that Sylhet should be trans- 
ferred io Bengal on the ground that Sylhet is a part of Bengal by race 
and cuJliu’c and as such iL s])ould be re-transferred to Bengal ' 

(6) Do Government now propose to consider Llie question, m view of 
that lesoiution ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; (a ) I am aware of the Resolutions 
which have been discussed in the Local Legislative Council on this subject 
from time to time But I might remind the Honourable Member tnat 
the last of these Resolutions, that was passed in 1928, opposed the 
transfer of Sylhet to Bengal. A Resolution moved in favour of the 
transfer in 1932 was withdrawn after discussion 

(6) No. 

Sri jut N. C. Bardaloi : Is ihe Honourable Member aware that there 
is a strong movement in the Assam Valley districts regarding this trans- 
fer of Sylhet to Bengal which is now being earned on ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : If there is such a feeling, it has 
not been rcflocled in the Local Legislative Council. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : T.s the Honourable Member aware 
that the people of Sylhet are in favour of being transferred to Bengal ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am not aware that there is any 
imanimby of feeling in that direction. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Is the Honourable Member aware 
that there is a vast volume of public opinion among the people of Sylliet 
that they should be transferred to Bengal ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No doubt there is some opinion 
in favour of I he transfer • J am not prepared to admit that it is large. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Is the Honourable Member aware 
that the Assamese people are willing that the people of Sylhet should 
he taken over by Bengal 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I have already said that, if there 
is such a feeling, it is not reflected in the decisions of the Legislative 
Council, 
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Report and E-ecommendations of the Coooakut Industry Committee. 

"'Mr. Sa-miiel Aaron : Will GovermueBl be pleased : 

(а) to state whether they have considered the report and the re- 

commendations of the Committee appointed to enquire into 
the cocoanut industry in India ; 

iJ)) if so, to place on the table of this House a copy of the report 
of the Committee ; and 

(c) to state what they have already done, or propose to do, to 
protect this industry from foreign competition ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) to (c) The 
Report and the rceommendalions of the sub-committee are under the 
consideration of the Government of India. The question of releasing the 
Report will be considered after (he Government of India have completed 
their examination of the case. 

Prof, N. G Eanga : When did Government receive that Report ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : T ha\^e not got the 
exac'" date 

Dr. T. S. S Rajan : May 1 know liow long ha>s this Iie[)ort been 
under the consideration of the Government f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It has been 
under the consideration of Ihe Government of India for some weeks, 
but I do not believe there has been any undue delay in considering this 
matter. 

Mr. Samuel Aaron : May I know if there lias been any increase m 
duty on cocoanuts 'i 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It is obvious I 
cannot give an answer that question before consideration of the Report 
has been completed 

Export and Import Trade between India and Ceylon. 

354. *Mr. Samuel Aaron : Will Government please state • 

(w) if it is a fact that the Government of Ceylon have sent, or 
propose to send, a representative of theirs to confer with the 
Government of India and enter into a pact in regard to the 
export and import trade between India and Ceylon ; and 

(б) if so, at what stage the matter stands at present ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) In May, 1933, 
an oiScial deputation from the Government of Ceylon visited Simla to 
discuss the question of the reciprocal grant of preferences between India 
and Ceylon. 

(h) The discussions have been suspended pending a decision as to 
the appro])riateness of the existing import duties on cocoanuts and 
cocoanut products. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingain Chettiar : When do they propose to take 
up the discussion again ? 
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The Honourable Sir Mubammad Zafrnllali Khan : After they have 
come to some decision with regard to the scale ol duty on eocoanuts and 
cucoanut products. 

Mr. I E. James : I\lay i ask, Sir, in view of the fact that this matter 
has been pending for a long time now, whether the Honourable the 
Commerce Member will do his best to expedite Government conclusions 
after they consider the Eeport ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : T have recently 
been in the Kerala country, and several representations were made to 
me that the scale of duties on coeoannts and cocoanut products required 
the immediate atcention of the Gov^ernment. and, being impressed by 
those representations, I am trying to do my very best to expedite the 
decision on the matter. 

Legitimate Rights of Indians in Ceylon. 

355. Samuel Aaron : (a) With reference to their reply to 

parts (d) and (a) of the starred question No. 428, dated the 22nd 
February, 1935, regarding^ the legitimate rights of Indian Betllers in 
Ceylon, will Government please state whether any notice has been received 
from the Government of Ceylon regarding the appointment of a commis- 
sion ; and 

{])) if so, what action has been taken by Government in the matter f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) No, Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Recommendations op the Drugs Enquiry Committee. 

35H. ''Mr. Mathuradas Vissanji : (a) Is it a fact that ihe Drugs 
Enquiry Committee, appointed by the Government of India, submitted 
their report so far back as 1931 1 

(b) Have Government received representations from the Indian 
Merchants^ Chamber and other Chambers of Commerce, as also from the 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, urging Gov- 
ernment to initiate necessar^^ legislation giving effect to the recommenda- 
tions of the Drugs Enquiry Committee 

(c) If so, will Goveimmeiit be pleased to state the reasons, if an>% 
v/hy action has been delayed for such a long time on this matter of all- 
India importance ^ 

(d) Are Government aware that, throughout tile country, cases of 
adulteration of drugs, etc., are on the increase ever^’^ year and that the 
public suffer helplessly through want of necessary and effective legislation 
to check this evil ? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state when they intend introduc- 
ing a Bill giving effect to the various recommendations of the Drugs 
Enquiry Committee f 

Sir Grirja Sliankar Bajpai ; (a) Yes. 

(5) Govemmnet have received such representations from several 
commercial associations. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[13th Sep. 1935, 


974 


(c) and {e). Legislation can be effective only if organisations to 
enforce its provisions as proposed by the Committee are set up both by 
the Government of India and by the Provinces. For financial reasons 
this has not been found possible so far No scheme undertaken by the 
Government of India alone could be effective 

(d) The po^sition may possibly be as stated by the Honourable Mem- 
ber. 


Bania Shops in the Market Bazar, Kasaull 

357. ‘'Sirdar Jogendra Singh (on behalf of Mr. Sham Lai) . (a) Is 
it a fact that up to the year 1928 all kinds of shops, including vdiat are 
called haaia shops, or provision shops, were allowed to be opened, and 
contiinied to be in the Market Bazar. Kasauli, without any objection on 
the part of the Cantonment Authority ? 

{b) Is it a fact that owing to a few plague cases having occurred in 
1928, all hania or provision shops were closed down in ordei* to prevent 
the bi*o..Jing of rats, supposed to carry plague germs 1 

(c) Are Government avare that tlieie are a large number ol stalls 
in the Marke« Bazar owned by the Cantonment Antlioritf and rented 
yearly for iiiaisually large sums and that, despite the prohibiiioii of 
bania sliops, all sorts of provisions and Indian sweetmeats have been 
allowed to be kept in the stalls, in spite of the repeated objections raised 
by tiie shopkeepers of Kasauli ? 

(d) Is it a fact that in 1934 three shop-keepers, namely, Messrs. 
Baroo Mall & Sons, L. Mansa Ram Sud, and Messrs. Ram Cliand Bool 
Chand, allowed the monopoly for opening hania shops in the Market 
Bazar ® 

(e) Are Government aware that the result of mosiopoly granted to 
these shop-keejiers has been the practical ruin of the ))nsincss of old and 
pei*manent shop-keepers in the old bazar of Kasauli 

(f) Are Government aw^are that there exists a great feeling of resent- 
ment over this policy of discrimination and favouritism of the Cantonment 
Aiilhority, and a number of representations had been made by All-India 
Cantonmciils’ Association and the shop-keepers of Kasauli f 

(g) Are Government prepared to talie immediate steps to see that 
either the hania shops and provision shops are removed from the Market 
Bazar, or all persons, without any discrimination, are allowed to open sueh 
shops in llio Market Bazar on equal terms and conditions 1 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (a'^ and (5). Yes 

(c) There are 87 stalls in the Market Bazar, Kasauli Cantonment, 
which belong to the Cantonment Authority and have existed there for i, 
long time. These stalls are leased annually on rents which are either 
auctioned or determined by tenders. This year seven stalls were rented 
to betelsellers who also sell sweetmeats, tea, biscuits, etc. The sale of 
dhal. ghe^‘ and other foodstuffs is prohibited. 

(cZ) In 1934, three licenses were given to the persons named, but 
there was no question of monoi)oly. 

(0) No. 
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(/) Government understood that the Cantonment Authority has 
received many representations and has given them due consideration. 
There is no intention of granting a monopoly lo any of the shopkeepers. 
The Cantonment Authority do not consider it desirable to allow more 
hania shops dealing in food grains in that locality owing to its close 
proximity to the’ barracks Rats are increasing in the Canlonment 

(g) Government are not prepared to interfere in the niiinicipal ad- 
ministration of the Cantonment. 

Enquiry into the Conduct oe an Imperial Service Officer. 

858. ^Sardar Sant Singli : (a) Will Govenimeid pleo'^^e state 
the number of Imperial Services officers who have been trieil under Act 
XXXVII of 1850 ? 

(h) Will Government please state how many of them were tried by 
one Commissioner and how many by two or more ^ 

{c) Will Government please state who is the competent authority to 
order an enquiry into the conduct of an Imperial Service officer ? 

(d) Will Government please state whether any Local Government has 
any aiilliority to order or institute an enquiry, under Act XXXVII of 
1850, into the conduct of an Imperial Service officer ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : (a), (6) and (c) I would refer 
the Honourable Member to the reply given to Sardar Mangal Singh’s 
stamped question No. 3J3 

(d) No 

Permanent Way Inspectors on the North Western Railway. 

359 "^^Sardar Sant Singh : (a) Will Government ple-^se state 

the number of Permanent Way Inspectors on the North Western Railway f 
How many of them are Hindus, Sikhs, Muslims, Anglo-Indians, domiciled 
Europeans, Indian Christians, and Parsis ? 

(6) Vvhat is the total population of the Sikhs in the Punjab, North- 
West Frontier Provinces, Sindh and the Delhi Province, through which 
the Northwestern Railway passes ? 

(e) What is the proportion of Sikhs to the population of the Muslims, 
Himlas, Anglo-Indians, domiciled Europeans, Indian Christians and 
Parsis ? 

(d) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the notice issued 
by the North Western Railway, inviting applications for admission to the 
Walton Training School, Lahore Gantt, to undergo, trailing as Perma- 
nent Way Apprentices from the 16th September, 1935 ? If so, what 
pro])ortion of the vacancies has been reserved for each community and 
why f 

Mr. P, R. Rau : (a) The available information will be found in the 
North Western Railway Classified List of subordinate staff of all Bran- 
ches in receipt of Rs. 250 per mensem and over or on scales of pay rising 
to Rs. 250 per mensem and over, a copy of which is in the Library of the 
House. 
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(h) and (e). I wonld refer the Honourable Member to the Census of 
India, 1931, Volume I, India, Part H, a copy of which is in the Library 
of the House. 

(d) The Agent, North Western Kailway, reports that of the ten 
vacancies, eight have been reserved — six tor Muslims^ one for Anglo- 
Indians and one for other minority communities. These proportions were 
fixed m accordance with the iiistruclions regarding the representation 
of Muslims and other minority communities in railway service. 

Equipment op the Ajmer Railway Workshops with Additional Plant 
AND Machinery por the Manufacture op Locomotives. 

360. ""'Mr. V V. Giri : What additional amount of capital has been 
invested to equip the Ajmere Railway Workshops with necessary addi- 
tional plant and machinery for the manufacture of locomotives ? 

Mr. P. E. Eau : The Ajmer Railway Workshops have carried out 
repairs to locomotives as w^eil as the building of locomotives for the 
past 39 years The greater part of the inacliinery is employed both on 
repairs and building. L is, tliei^efore, not possible to state how much 
of the capital invested in the workshops is attributable to repair work 
and how much to ilie biiiiding of loeomolives. 

Locomotives manufactured in the Ajmr Railway Workshops. 

361. '^Mr. V. V, Giri : Will Government be pleased to state the 
number of new locomotives of different type manufac lured in Ajmere 
Railway Workshops during each of the last five years and the respective 
cost per joeomotive of each type ? 

Mr P. E. Eau : T place on the table a statement giving the informa- 
tion required 


Locotnotivea manujachned Locomotiie ^hops, Apmr 


Item 

Year m which 

Numbei 

Class 

Cost 



No. 

raanufactur- 

manufac- 

manulac- 

per 


Remarks. 


ed 

lured 

lured 

locomotive. 







Rs, 



1 

1930-31 

7 

G2 

51,729 



2 


2 

YD 

77 680 



3 

1931-32 

13 

YD 

77,680 



4 

1932-33 

15 

YD 

73,396 



5 

1933-34 

13 

YD 

84,183 

These locomotives were 







fitted with Poppet Valve 

6 

1934-35 

1 2 

YD 

84,183 

1 

^eai • 

These figures are estimated 







ones. Completion costs 

>■ are not yet available, but 







they probably be 

lower than the estimated 

7 


U 

i 

YB 

1 

81,264 

•J 

ones. 
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Mr, ¥. V. Giri : May I ask the Honourable Member, apart from the 
assembling of parts of locomotives, whether tiiere is any real inaniifae- 
tiire of locomotives in Ajmer Workshops ? 

Mr. P. R. Eaii : I think the position was fully explained by the 
Honourable the Railway Member the other day. What the Ajmer 
Workshops do, to the best of my knowledge, is to purchase a certain 
amount of fittings and parts. They do not, I believe, manufacture all 
the parts of the locomotives themselves. 

Mr. Th ¥ Girl : (hin the ilun< unable Member give us information 
as to wliat pats are manufactured in Ajmer Workshops or at least can 
he give us that information at a future date ? 

Mr P. E. Ran : I should have notice of tliat question, Sir. 

Mr. T S. AvinasMlip^’am Ohettiar • What perc^mtage of parts are 
manufactured in Ajmer Workshops and what percentage of parts are 
Imported ^ 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I should like to have notice of that question, Sir. 

Saloons and Inspection Carriages on bach Railway. 

362 '‘Mr ¥. ¥. Giri : (a) Will Government be pleased to ;tate the 
number oi' saloons that were utilised, without ordering for new ones, by 
poohng the existing stock on different Railways ? 

(5) What is the present number of saloons and inspection carriages 
on each Railway ? 

(c) Is it a fact that nearly 40 per cent, of the officers have saloons 
provided for them and if not, what is the actual percentage ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the annual costs of repair 
and maaitenance incurred on saloons on each Railway since 1931 ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau:.tu) and (5). The latest iuforraatiou available is 
in the statement placed before the Standing Finance Committee for 
Railways in June, 1934, and contained in the Proceedings of their 
Meeting, Volume XI, No. 2. The extent to which pooling has been re- 
sorted to IS shown in that statement. 

(c) The percentage differs on different railways The percentage 
for each railway will be found in the statement I have referred to. 

(<?) I regret that the information is not available as accounts for 
leserved inspection carriages are not kept separately. 

Renewal of Wagons on Indian Railways. 

363. *Mr ¥ ¥. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state whether 
it IS a fact that the Indian Railway Conference Association have pressed 
for renewal of nearly 21,900 wagons on Indian Railways ? If so, will 
Government be pleased to state the data on which the Association came 
to the above conclusion ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : The Operating Committee of the Indian Railway 
Conference Association expressed the opinion that at present 21,923 
wagons are uneconomical to run and has recommended that they should 
be re-condilioned or replaced during the three years commencing 1936-37* 
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The opinion of the Committee is based on a consideration of the ages 
of the wagons, the cost of a periodical overhaul for certain types 
compared with the average cost and their unsuitability to conform with 
and to stand up to modern traffic conditions. 

Mr. ¥. V. G-iri : Have they submitted any report ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I think, Sir, they have sent a letter to the Govern- 
ment of India on the point. 

Mr. V. ¥. Giri : Will that letter be placed before the Railway 
Standing Finance Committee for consideration ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : No, when proposals are placed before the S lauding 
Finn nee CommilTec for re-condilioning or purchasing wagons, the in- 
formaturu contained there will be available to them 

Enquiry into the Conduct of an Imperial Service Officer. 

o64. Muhammad Azhar Ali : Will Government please state 
how^many officers of the Imperial Service have been tried under Act 
XXXVn of 1850, and how many of them were cried by one Commis- 
sioner and how many by two or more ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I would lefer the Honourable 
Member to the answer given to Sardar Mangal Singh’s starred question 
No. 318 

Presses and Newspapers punished in connection with Articles on 

THE Silver Jubilee Fund or the Quetta Earthquake Relief. 

365. *Pandit Sri Krishna Butta Paliwal •. WiU Government be 
pleased to state the names of the presses and papers whose securities have 
been confiseated, or from whom securities have been demanded under the 
Press Act, in connection with the articles on the Silver Jubilee Fund or 
the Quetta earthquake relief, together with the amount of securities 
demanded or confiscated from each ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : 1 lay on the table a statement 
which given the information desired. 


Siaimnent showing actio^i taken aqamd neicspapets and premes under the Indian F^ess {JhJfmr- 
gency Powers) Act, WSJ for Publication of articles on the Silver Jubilee Fund and the Quetta 
Earthquake Relief. 


Serial 

No. 

Name of newspaper or Press 

Amount 
of security 
demanded. 

Amount 
of security 
forfeited. 

Remarks 



Hs. 

Rs 


1 1 

Bandemataram, Calcutta | 

500 


For publication of an article 
on tbe Silver Jubilee cele- 
brations. 

2 

; Santi Press, Calcutta . . : 

500 


Ditto. 
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Serial 

3sro. 

Name of newspaper of Press. 

Amount 
of security 
demanded. 

1 Amount 
'of security 
forfeited 

Remarks. 

1 


RS ; 

Rs. 


3 

Kistna Patrjka, Masubpatam . 

2,000 


For publication of an article 
or articles on the Quetta 
Earthquake Rebel. 

4 

Trilmga, Madras 

1,500 


Ditto 


Iljiinamani, Madras 

2,000 

j 

Ditto. 

6 

Prabhat. Mangalore 

2,000 


Ditto 

7 

Mangalore Press, Mangalore . 

2,000 


Ditto. 

S 

Indian Express Press, Madras 

2,000 


Ditto. 

9 

Eree Press Journal, Bombay 


1 10,000 

Ditto 

10 

Pree Pi ess Bulletin Press, 
Bombay 


i 

10,000 

Jlitto. 

il 

Khilalat llaiiy (or Boznama- 
e-Khilafat), Bombay 

j 1,500 


Ditto 

12 

Nhilafat Pre,^s, Bombay 

‘ 1,500 

1 

Ditto, 

13 

Bombay ^Standard, Bombay 


1,000 

Ditto. 

14 

Sun Printing Press, Bomba v 

1,000 


' Ditio 

15 

Siyasat Hyderabad (Smd) ! 

1,000 


1 Ditto 

16 

Chandan Electiic Printing 
Press, Hyderabad (Sind) 

1,000 


Ditto. 

17 I 

Khadim Quadim, Calcutta 

500 


Ditto. 

18 

Kamali Press, Calcutta 

500 


Ditto. 

19 

Medina, Bijnor 


1,000 

1 

Ditto. 

20 

Vikas, Saharanpur 

1,000 


Ditto. 

21 

Shujaat, Lahore 

1,000 


Ditto. 

22 

Hindustan Press, Lahore 

1,000 

1 

Ditto. 

23 

Tej, Delhi 


1,000 ’ 

Ditto. 

24 

Qaumi Gazette, Delhi 

1,000 


Ditto. 

25 

Arjun, Delhi 


2,000 , 

Ditto. 


Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : Will Government be pleased to 
lay on the table copies of the offending articles? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; I think we have got them all, 
at any rate I am quite prepared to lay such as Ave have. 
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Non- Appointment of an Indian as President of the Tariff Board 

36G. '"Papdit Sri Krishna Dntta Paliwal : Will Government please 
slate the reason or reasons for not appointing an Indian as President of 
the 1^'U'lff Board in place of Mr. Wiles f 

The Honourable Sir Mnhaminad Zaf rnllah Khan : iFr. Fazal Ibralnm 
Raliimtoola was appointed President of the Tariff Board in place of 
Mr. Wiles, and the question, therefore, does not arise 

Members of the Income-tax Enquiry Committee. 

367. '’Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state the names of the members of the Income-tax Inquiry 
Committee i 

{^) How many of them are Indians ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reply to question No. 35 asked by Sardar Sant Singh, 
The enquiry will be conducted by two experts from the British Inland 
Revenue and one Indaan member of the Indian Tiieome-lax Department. 

Prohibitive Duty on Clove Imports and Protection against Indefinite 
Moratoriums demanded by Indians in Zanzibar. 

368. "-Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : xire GoverniiKuu: aware 
tliai Indians m Zanzibar at a mass meeting on the 16th June, 1935, 
demanded prohibitive duty on clove imports and protection against 
indefinite moratoriums ? If so, what steps, if any, have Government taken, 
or ])ioj)ose to take, to see that these demands are fulfilJed ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The answer to the first part of the 
question is in the affirmative As regards the second part I would refer 
the Honourable Member to the answers T have already given during 
tliis Session to the numerous questions about Indian grievances in 
Zanzibar 

Consignments of Goods for Indian Import through Empire Shipping. 

369. '^Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : ft?) Is it a fact that 
Governnunn issued a circular letter to all the Local Governmenis, asking 
llieis: to suggest to the major municipalities of their provinces that ex- 
porters should be directed to consign goods for Indian import through 
Empire shipping ? 

{}>) W”ill Government be pleased to lay a c.opy of the circular on 
tlie table of this House ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : in) Tes. 

(5) A copy of the letter is laid on the table. 

Feom it 8. Malik, Esquire, I.GS., Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 

liEPARTISIENT OP COMMERCE, TO ALL LoCAL GOVERNMENTS AND ADMINISTRATIONS. 

No. a3‘M.T.!34, dated New Delhi, the 22nd Maroh, 1935. 

Subedit •- — Utilisation of Bntuh BMpp%nq for the oarnage of cargo to ami from Ih'* 
countries of the British Commonwealth 

\ art (liret'ted to refer to the letter, which was forwarded with the letter from 
the Govmmient of India, Home Department, No. F. 55i33-Ests., dated the 33rd Marclu 
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1934, it*questmg otfcicers entitled to Lee Concession passages to travel bj Empire 
>Slnps. It was pointed out in that letter tliat the promotion and development of 
Impoiial trade aie dependent to a large extent upon the maintenance ot the shipping 
of the Eritish Empire and that this Shipping is at present meeting with severe ami 
uneqnai competition fiom State-aided foreign lines. 

2 I am to say that, m order to secure the growth and maintenance of Imperial 
Shipping which is an inteiest of the whole Empire, it has now been suggested thar 
puoiie or semi-pubiic organisations concerned with the shipment oi produce or the 
importation ot goods from oveiseas should give the fullest possible employment to 
Empire ships I am accoidingly to request that, if theie is no objection, Port Trusts, 
, , ... . the control of the Uovernment of 

important municipalities and other local bodies iuid<‘” vouF ' ccmtru r" 

Bengal addiessed in the mattei. 

etc., 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why did they do that 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrnllah Khan : A copy iias been 
laid on the table, because it has been asked for. 

Mr, S Satyamurti : Surely my Honourable friend must take it a 
little more seriously T am asking why ihis GoYernment issued this 
circular letter 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrnllali Khan : I beg your 
prrdoii. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : T thought it vras very obvious 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrailah Khan : It was not so. 
If it were so, I ^vould have replied to the question certainly. The 
letter was issued in order to ereoiirage Empire shipping as against 
non-Empire shipping. 

Mr S. Satyamurti ; AYlmt is the proportion of ludian shipping in 
Empire shipping ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The question does 
not arise out of my reply. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yes, ii does I phi asking* what is the benefit 
to this country by asking Local (yovernmerts to suggest to their major 
municipalities that exporters sliould be directed to consign goods for 
Indwni import through Enifiire sliippiiig. I want to know what is the 
benefit to this country 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : As I have already 
said, the question does not arise out of my reply. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : It is for you, Sir, to rule. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ralnm) The Honour- 
able Member had better put down another question. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : That will be Delhi Session, Mu' 

Mr, T S. Avinashilirigam Chettiar : Is that a suggestion or an 
order, Sir ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It is not an 
order. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Was this Government asked by the British 
Government to issue this communique, or was it a spontaneous act of 
Empire lo^mlty f 
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Tile Honourable Sir Muliammad Zafrnllah Khan : If my Honour- 
able friend will put down a question on the subject, I will ascertain and 
give a reply. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : 1 shall put down a short notice question, and 
1 hope the Honourable Member will be able to give me a reply 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : I will not accept 
short notice It is not a matter of urgency. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Then, I ask for a definite ruling from you, &r 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) . If the Honour- 
able Member is not prepared to accept short notice, what can the Chair 
do ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I am asking for a ruling, Sir My question is 
this, did Government issue tiie cli'cnlar out of their own spontaneous 
loyalty, or was there any suggestion, direct or nidirect, b} the British 
Government to the Govenimeni of India • This sppplemenlary ques- 
tion arises out of part (a) of the original question. 

The Honoui'able Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : M\ reply is tbal 
j require notice of that question 

Externed or Exiled Persons not allowed to return to India. 

37ih '^Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : (aj Will Government be 
pleased In state the names of the persons who have been esterned or 
exiled from India, as also of those who are not allowed to return to their 
motherland ? 

(Jj) Do Government propose to allow them to return to their country ? 
Tf so, vhen ^ If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) and [b) There are only two 
British Indian subjects who have applied for and been refused facilities 
to return to India during the ];asl leu years One is Bailendra Nath 
Ghose with whose case 1 dealt very fully in the replies given in this 
House on the 15th August, 1934, and 1st April last to Messrs Mitra's 
and Satyamurti ’s questions Nos, 622 and 1287, respectively, and the 
supplementary questions thereon. I have nothing further to add to 
what was stated by me on those occasions 'The second is Benoy Roy 
Chaudhri who was released from detention under Regulation III of 
1818 and allowed to go to Europe for medical treatment on the under- 
standing that if he returned to India without permission ho would again 
become liable to detention under the Regulation. 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : May I know what are the 
offence or offences for which these people have been externed f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : There is no question of an 
offence. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Then why were they refused 
permission 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I have explained that in the 
ease of Sailendra Nath Ghose at considerable length. As regards the 
other person. Benoy Roy Chaudhuri, he has not been allowed to return 
to India, heean.se his presence in this country would be a source of 



danger to tlie public peace, but, as a matter of fact, Ms ease is at the 
moment under consideration. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Did Mr. Siibhasli Cliandra Bose apply for 
permission to return to India ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : He has not applied f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik ; No. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : is lie free to come back ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : That does not arise ? 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : The question was : Will Government be pleased 
to state the names of the persons who have been exteriied or exiled 
from India, as also of tliose who are not allowed to return to their 
moJierland. And my supplementary question is, whether Mr, Subhash 
Chandra Bose is free to come back to India That ai'ises out of, '' as 
also of those who are not allowed to return to their motherland 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The question asked me to state 
the names of the persons who have been externed or exiled from India. 

Mr» M. Asaf Ali : See the latter portion^ as also of those who 
are not allowed to return to their motherland. My question is, is Mr 
Subhash Chandra Bose free to return to India ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oralk : So far as I know. 

KEr. M. Asaf Ali ; May I know whether Mr. Hardyal and Barendra 
Nafh Chattopadhyaya are free to come back to India ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : So far as I am aware, Mr. 
Hardyal is free to come back to India. I have no information that he 
is not. 

Mr. M Asaf Ali : He is free to come back ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Of course, if he takes the con- 
sequences. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : What about Mr. Barendra Nath Chattopadhyaya ? 

Members on the Congress Nationalist Benches : We cannot hear 
anything on this side. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Is Mr. Barendra Nath Chattopadhyaya free to 
come back to India — Mr. Sarojini Naidu's brother ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : So far as I know, he is but the 
Honourable Member had better put down a question. 

Dr. Khan SaMb : Is Kazi Abdul Wali free to return to this 
country ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The Honourable Member had 
better put down a question. I have not got his name here, but' I 
imagine he is free. In any case, the Honourable Member had better 
put down a question. 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : What about Raja Mahendra 
Pratap ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I have explained in answer to 
a previous question. He is not a British Indian subject to the best of 
!my belief. 

1/209LAB c 
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KAOIAL DlSCRIMIlsrATION IN THE EaST INDIAN EaILWAY HoSPITAL AT 

Tundla. 

371. Sri Krishna Dntta Paliwal : {a) Is it a fact that 

in the Ea^t Indian Railway Hospital at Tundla, Eiiropoda and Anglo- 
Indian nurses attend to the Indian patients only in specide eases, when the 
District Medical Officer considers it necessary ? If so, wiJl Government 
be pleased to state the reason or reasons for this racial discriiiiination ? 

{h) Is it also a fact that Indians are not allowed to use the swimming 
bath at Tnndla ? If so, why ? Do Government propose to remove this 
racial disci imination ? 

Mr. P. R Ran : (a) Government are informed that this is not the 
case and that there is no racial discrimination in the matter of nursing 
in the medical department of the East Indian Railway. 

(h) Government understand that the swimming bath at Tundla 
is run by the Buporean Institute Swimming Club, whose members pay 
subscriptions from which the expenses of water, electric current, etc., 
are met, and that no demand has so far been made by the Indian com- 
munity for a swimming bath. 

Wt, E. H W. Bov/er : In view of tlie obvious inference from 
part (a) 0 £ the question that Indian palieiiLs' prefer to be attended to 
by Eiirupcdii and d.rgio-Indmn irurses, vrill Government see that the 
pr(»portion »’f European and Anglo-Indian nurses in hospitals is not 
reduced 

Mr. P E. Ran : I do not think that arises out of this question. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : "With reference to the answer to part (b) of 
the question, does the Railway Authority make any contribution to 
this institution ^ 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I think the swimming bath was probably built at 
the expense of the railway, but the maintenance is by the European 
Institute 

Mr. T, B Aviiiashilingam Ohettiar : Is it entirely maintained by the 
European Tiisaliite 

Bffr. P. E. Pam T understand that the members pay subscription 
from wliieli tbe exyienses of water, electric current, are met. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Does the Railway Authority contribute any 
portion of the expense of maintaining this bath ? 

Mr P. R. Rau : I ninsl have notice of that question Thev say that 
the expenses of water, electric current, etc., are met by the subscriptions 
that the members pay. But there may be other items of expenditure 
on maintenance which I am not sure of. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable Member make an enquiry 
and find out whether there is any racial discrimination practised, and, 
if so, will he see that it is removed ? 

Mr. P. E. Rau : I am sure that if the Indian members of the staff 
Jorm a club and are prepared to pay for the expenio.s of water, electric 
current, etc,, the administration would he prepared to allot to them 
certain time in which they can use the hath. 
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Mr. T. S. AvinasMlingam Chettiar : Supposing tiie members of the 
Indian community wlio want that are few^ will tlie benefit of this Club 
be denied to them on racial gTomids f 

Bfr. F. R. liaii : That is a hypothetical fjnestion. 


hlOTION FOR Al^JOURNMBNT. 

Government Ciecdlar prohibiting the Congress Assembly Party 

CoAaiiTTP'F TO ENQUIRE INTO AND REPORT UPON THE ADMINISTRATION 

OP THE EePRESSIVE LAWS IN BENGAL. 

Mr. President (Tim Honourable Sir Abdur Baliim) : Order, order. 

12 Noon. ^ have received notice from Mr. Paliwal that be 
proposes to ask for leave to move a motion for the 
adjournment of the business of the House today for the purpose of 
discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the 
issuing of a circular by the Government of India prohibiting the work 
of the Committee appointed by the Congress Assembly Party to enquire 
into and report upon the administration of the repressive laws in 
Bengal I should like to know from the Honourable Member how he 
thinks Ills motion is in order. A number of questions have been asked 
in this House on this subject already. 

Pandit Sri Krishna Diitta Paliwal (Agra Division : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : The questions did not lead to any discussion. We 
Linderslood only yesterday in reply to certain questions that a circular 
has been issued by the Government. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • Does this 
matter refer to Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena’s visit to Bengal ? 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : Mr, Mohan Lai Saksena has 
received an answer from the Home Member that the circular is a con- 
fidential one and Government are not prepared to disclose it in the 
public interest. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Home Member) : I do not admit 
that, there was a circular. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Do you deny it ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Why should I deny it ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Does your 
motion refer to Mr Mohan Lai Saksena ’s visit and to the prohibition 
to make this inquiry ^ 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : The point is that a circular has 
been issued by the Government of India to all the Local Governments pro- 
hibiting the inquiry which the Congress Party was conducting and 
putting impediments in the way of that inquiry. 


The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No such circular was issued. 
L209I;AD c2 



CIRCULAR REGARDING GOVERNOR GENERAL’S ADDRESS TO 
THE MEMBERS OF THE INDIAN LEGISLATURE. 

Mi. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Honourable 
Members are aware that His Excellency the Governor General will address 
the Members of the Indian Legislature on Monday, the 16th September, 
1935, at 11 o’clock in this Chamber. In connection with the said Address, 
the Secretary of the Legislative Assembly has issued Circ'ular No. LXXIl 
dated the 21st August, 1935, informing Members about the dress which is 
to be worn on the occasion. He has also, suggested therein that Honour- 
able Members should arrive at the Chamber by a specified time. Mr. Sri 
Prakasa has given notice of a question asking under what authority such 
Circulars are issued by the Secretary and has also informed the Chair 
that there are several other Honourable Members who are also interested 
in this matter The question referred to is not admissible as it relates 
to a matter which is not primarily the concern of the Governor General 
ill G()uneil, but I think it desirable to make a statement in the House to 
clarify the position. 

Under sub-section (3) of section 63-B of the Government of India 
Act, the Governor General has the right of addressing the Legislative 
Assembly and may for that purpose require the attendance of its Members. 
In exercise of this right, the Governor General, by a written order, fixes 
the ])lace, date and time of the Address which is communicated to Honour- 
able hlembers by the Secretary of the Legislative Assembly. Under 
instructions from His Excellency, the Military Secretary informs the 
Secretary of the Assembly as to- the dress wdiich should be worn by 
Honourable Members on the occasion of the Address, and the Secretary 
of the Assembly communicates these instructions to Members through a 
circular. The Secretary in such eases merely acts as a medium between 
the Governor General and the Members of the Assembly just as the Sec- 
retary of the Council of State does as far as the Council of State is con- 
cerned. I may also point out that the Legislative Assembly Department 
is included in the portfolio of the Governor General. 

Honourable Members are aware that the traffic outside the Assembly 
Building is regulated by the Police who are under the administrative con- 
trol of the Local Government. With a view to avoiding congestion of 
traffic at the time of His Excellency's arrival at tlie Assembly Building 
on the day of the Address, the Police always issue special insi ructions to 
close all avenues and approaches to the Building before 11 am. In order 
that the Honourable Members may not be put to any inconvenience on 
account of Police instructions regarding the regulation of traffic outside, 
the Secretary in his Circular suggests to them that they should arrive at 
the Chamber by a particular time. 

I may inform Honourable Members that the procedure of issuing 
such a Circula,r to Members of the Legislative Assembly is not a new one, 
but has been followed since 1921 and no objection whatsoever has been 
taken before. 


THE CODE OP CIVIL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL— contd. 
Amendment of Section 51. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Assembly 
will now resume further consideration of the following motion moved by 

( 986 ) 



THE CODE OE CIVIL PEOCEBURE (AMENBMENt) BILL. 987 

the Honourable Sir Henry Craik on Tuesday, the 3rd September, 1935| 

: 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil Piocedure, 1908, for certain 
purposes (Amendment of section 51), be referied to a Select Committee consisting; of 
Mr. Sham Lai, Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, Mr. M Asaf All, Mr. M. 
Anaiithasayanam Ayyaiigar, Mi Muhammad Azhar An, Mi. M. Gliiasuddin, Mr. Lal- 
chand JNavalrai, Mr T. Chapman-Mortimcr, Captain Eao Bahadur Ohaudhii Lai 
Chand, Mr. A. G-. Clow, Mr. J. M. Chatarji and the Mover, and that the number 
of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee 
shall be five."" 

Prof. M. (x. Ranga (Guntur cum Nellore : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : 
When this Bill was brought before this House for circulation, I wanted 
the IIonoiirab*e the Home Member to give me an ossuiauce that the 
peasants’ associations also, wherever they have existed, should be circu- 
larised on tins Bill, with a view to ascertain their viev/N £ Hurl from the 
papers that have been circulated in this House and the opu'iioiKS that have 
been t'bianied. by the Government of India that not even one peasants^ 
association has been approached for its opinion anywhere in this country. 
Sii', if tins Bill is to benefit any one at all, it must be the industrial 
w^orh'ers, agricultural workers and peasants mostly and T find that not 
even the Trade Union Congress has been sounded for its opinion and, of 
course, the rigricultural workers have not been approached at all for their 
opinion. Wo find here opinions of High Court Judges and other Govern- 
ment official.^, of Chambers of Commerce, big mereiiaiifs, Nattnkottai 
Cliettiars and several others who are deeply interested the moneyl ending 
business or whose relatives are themselves moneylenders. Naturally any 
Bill, liowever little it may affect adversely the interests of the inonejdender, 
will be abnoxious to them and, therefore, it is no wonder that many of 
these opinions are opposed to this harmless and even inader[ua1e Bill. 
Even in ease, where the Governors in Council are in favour of this 
particular Bill. District Magistrates, Judges and several other officers are 
founrl to bo opposed to this. High Court Judges, especially in the 
Pi.iijab, Bengal and the United Provinces have supj^ortcHl this Bill and 
y^t some judges have thought it fit to note their individual opinions 
against this Bdl and several District Judges are found opposing this Bill 
Sir, if this is the way in wdiich opinion is canvassed in this country, for 
a Bill which is expected to benefit peasants and workors industrial and 
agriculiiiral, and other masses even to the slightest po^^sible extent, then 
it would be impossible to find on record any opinion wiiich will be found 
to be in lacour of a Bill like this. I, therefore, Sir, again submit for the 
eonsidei'ation of this House, as well as of the Government, that at least 
in fntuj'e, whenever any such Bill is proposed to b(* circulated in this 
country, proper steps should be taken so that the people who will be 
materially benefited by a Bill like this should thcu.selves be con- 
OTlted and theJr opinion canvassed and their feelings ascertained, 
so that this House as well as the Government will be in a better position 
to judge ho^v' the real public opinion in this country stands. Sir, 

I find that only a few District Judges and one Governor in Council and 
one aciing Governor -were in favour of the main principle that imprison- 
ment Por debt should be abolished altogether. Yet one of them, the Director 
of Industries, Madras, maintains, that this question of imprisonment for 
debt vannot be taken up now seriously by legislators in view of the fact that 
opinion in its favour or against it has not been properly canvassed in this 
country. If only this Bill had been placed and circulated amongst 
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peasants, tlien this Government as well as this Honse would have been 
overwhelmed with their definite view in favour of the abolition of imprison- 
ment for debts. Sir, with regard to this barbaric practice of handing 
over not only the property, not nnly the assets, movable and immovable 
but also the persons of the unfortunate debtors to the creditors for what- 
ever they may like to do with those assets. 

Sir, I am reminded of the days of Shylock when for every pound of 
gold pound, that had remained unpaid, a pound of flesh was demanded. 
Sir, if 2 0 these days a pound of human flesh is not demanded, at least a 
more valuable asset, the living flesh, is being demanded by our money- 
lenders in this country in satisfaction of the monies owing to them. Sir, 
when money is lent to anybody, we expect the moneylender to do so not 
because he has the vicarious right of putting this particular man in jail 
but beca.use he has a faith in the property owned by that deldor, movable 
and nnmova!)le and also) in the credit po-ssessed by that man. It is quite 
true that (‘recht in any country will become impossible j£ the creditors can 
have no fadh in the honesty and straightforwardness of the debtors But, 
at the same Ljme, it is not fair to expect debtors to be constantly afraid of 
tliis particidar contingency that some day they may fail in thei’’ business 
owing 10 some unforeseen circumstances like the earlluiu'xke or a cyclone or 
some eeoijomic depression, when their assets may shrink suddenly, and they 
may then find themselves in a helpless and hopeless etaicli^on and unable to 
pay til cur debts and, therefore, they have to stand this risk, this inhmaan 
risk of being put in jail for no fault of their own. Sir, it is not fair to 
subje(^t the debtors of this country in their millions to this terrible and 
inlinman risk It would not have mattered if only this risk had remained 
there unused and disused, but unfortunately it has been so badly used and 
taken advantage of by moneylenders and so very badly and inhumanly 
permllied by the judges that millions of the poor people are placed in this 
unhappy position. 

Sir, we w^ere charged during the course of the last few days^ debate 
in one breath of not having any faith in our judges and in another breath 
of haang a faith in our judges Yet while oar judges seem to me, some- 
times, especially in criminal matters, to be a little more favourable to us 
than ibe executive, the judges in civil affairs seem to be, Sir, with due 
respect for your profession, seem to be very much on the side of the 
moneyed classes, very much on the side of the powerful and the influen'^ial 
and the privileged classes, very much on the side of the moneylender^ 
It is very difficult, Sir, anywhere in this country, to find manv district 
Munsihi or judges who really can he said even to he impartial as lietween 
creditors and debtors. Invariably it has been found in our experience, 
namely, that of the peasants, that judges have weighted the scales 
against the debtors, against the poor, against the peasant, against the 
worker, and it is not an unfair criticism, it is not an unfair statement of 
the coiidiiet of the Courts for me to have to state, on belialf of the poor 
peasants and workers in this country, tliat the poor peasants and workers 
in th 3 « country have lost their faith in the Courts, al any rate in the civil 
Courts of this country,- — ^not because the peasants and workers are 
dishonest, not because the peasants and workers are not anxious to liave 
justice, not because the peasants and workers theinseives are not willing 
to be <*11 the side of justice, but because justice has not been 
doled out by the so-called suppliers of justice, the Courts, to 
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otiicr eountry they had been faced with an emnojiiie deprcLssion 
had* as serious, halt as bad sm we have been laeeci Avicn, tne peasauis mere 
would LcrtaiHiy iiave leceived \ery niucii better and more ieiiierit treat- 
ment man uiey have been pcimitied to receive irom tile hands of our 
Courts and yr^ges in this country. >8ir, in thousands and thousands of cases 
the lumieyieiiders have allowed themseives to be panicky and to be 
harasKsed by bigger moneylenders and have rushed down upon the poor 
peas<iiits and workers with their demands for the liquidation of tiieir 
debts. Sir, what has happened in the innumerable villages we have, in 
the last live years, is not very dissimilar to a run on a baiiit that ive come 
across now and then in the western conn tries, and yet what iiuve those 
western Governments done, Sir, on such occasions ? In Germany, when 
there was a similar run on the Eeiehsbaiik, the Government of the day 
issued a decree that the banlt should close its doors and any creditor who 
insisted upon the payment of his total deposits was liable to be pul in jail 
for a certain period Again, Sir, in America there was a similai run and 
a disastrous run on banks in 1929 and 1930, and similar and equally 
momentous steps were taken by Government there to protect their banks 
and also to protect the depositors from committing economic suicide. But 
here in this country v;e have found our Government doing notliing at all, 
we have found our Government napping, we have found our Go^^ernment 
snapping their fingers at anybody who dared to- mention any idea. We 
have found our Government talking even of muddleheadedness when any- 
one had the courage or good sense to bring forward, for the consideration 
of this Government, any idea of economic planning or economic recon- 
struction, — ^wdiieli IS the vogue of the day everywhere else in the world. 
At least, thanks to the experience that our Home Member has had in that 
agrarian province of the Punjab, we are faced now today with this very 
inadequate Bill It does not go far enough at all. It does not touch even 
the fringe of the problem and it still keeps that obnoxious provision that 
a man may still be put into jail for not having been able to pay his debts. 
It still keeps that provision according to which, in the opinion of the 
Courts, a man may be put into jail for very flimsy and very trivial 
reasons. A man may not be able to find money in his own house, in lus 
own village or in his neighbourhood and he may he thinking of going to 
some olhor village in his neighbourhood and bringing some money in 
oi'der to pay off his debt. And yet if by any chance, he goes beyond 1he 
particular geographical limit prescribed by the Court for its own juris- 
diction, he is liable to be hauled up and put into jail. Tf it is found that 
after a due inquiry has been held by the Court the man has been unable 
to pay the decretal sum within the ten days that are prescribed here, it 
would be impossible for him to escape from the clutches of the jailor and 
of the civil debtors’ jail And yet mr Honourable friend. Mr Clow, 
looked a bit surprised when ] said that this Bill does not even touch the 
fringe of the problem. 

"Why is it that Government are really so very solicitous about the 
heeds of Ihe moneylenders? Is it because the moneylenders, apart 
from being able to put their debtors into iail, are not able otherwise 
to recover their sums ? If they are afraid that a man may try to 
alienate his propertv, it is still open to tliem 1o lhe Goiirt 

to give an injunction so that all movable properties as well as the 
standing crops could he attached. It would still be open to them to 
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debtors. It Avould still be open to them to see that any sale deeds that 
may be registered after the decree has been issued should be cancelled. 
If these provisions and if these, safeguards are not enough to enable 
the inonevlenders to recover their debts, then, Sir, the proper si'lution 
is not that the judgment-debtors should be sent to jail but that money- 
lenders should cease lending any money at all. Among the ophiions 
circulated to us I find an opinion expressed by the Secretary of the 
Madj-as Provincial Co-operative Bank. This bank is the biggest money- 
lender in the whole of the Madras Presidency and even Raja Sir 
Anamalai Chcttiar with all his crores and with all his credit at the 
Iiaperial Bank and other banks cannot claim to compete with this 
Co-operative Bank. And what is it that the Secretary of this bank 
says in regard :o this particular Bill ? lie says that it ■loe.s not go 
far enough He goes even further and says that it is really barbarous 
in these "days of 1935 to still keep on the Statute-book this wretched 
provision of putting civil debtors into jail He maintains that there 
Is no fear at all that, if this particular provision were to be removed, 
the debtors will not re-pay their debts and 1he creditors wiii not be 
able to recover their debts because, he says with great authority that 
nearly 70 crores of rupees is being borrov/ed every year for .short term 
needs by peasants and is regularly re-paid. If Government; want any 
other facts, they are themselves in possession of some remarkable facts. 
Lbt them look into the statistics they have got in regard to the operation 
of the Agricultural Land Improvement Loans Act. Then they will 
be able to satisfy themselves that agriculturists have not been found 
wanting in their willingness to pay. They have always paid their 
debts to the fullest possible extent if their resources have permitted 
them to do so. Now, Sir, what is it that has happened during the 
last four or five years ? Even the Imperial Bank has been able to 
recover a large portion of its own investments amongst the agricultural 
classes simply because it had more sense and more wisdom to grant 
sufficient times wherever it was needed for its debtors to re-pav their 
debts. But, unfortunately, our moneylenders have not been in all 
eases a (duo ted by merely commercial or financial motives. In many 
cases they have been actuated by personal motives of malice, of envy 
and of jealously. They have for a long time been coveting the lands 
of the agriculturists and, except in the Punjab, they have not been 
controlled in their powers for acquiring the land of their peasants. 
They have been anxious to become landholders so that they may raise 
their social status in this country of peasant proprietors. And they 
have found their best chance in the economic depression. Once they 
found iliai their debtors were not in a position to pay, they jumped 
on them, bf.gaii to harass them and succeeded in their ambition of 
obtaining as much land as possible for their own jjse and thus depriving 
the poor peasants of their lands which they had inherited from their 
forefathers, which are their only assets and which they have come to 
love. Some timely steps were needed at that time to protect these 
peasants from these moneylenders and from their ravages. .A.nd yet the 
Governraenl of India as well as the Provincial Governments have kept 
themselves mum. They, however, called an Economic Conferoiice in 
orde.T to throw off this responsibility of having to deal with the agrarian 
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of the provinces; so that the Central Govemraent may not be harassed 
either by the Legislative Assembly or by any inconvenioiit public 
opinion. And what is it that the Provincial Governments iiave done f 
In the Pnniab, I admit, something has been attempted to be done and 
they have passed certain laws which, if properly executed, might be 
able to relieve a portion of the agrarian distress. In the United Pro- 
vinces as Avel] as in the Central Provinces some action has been taken. 
Ill regard to the other provinces, however, we have had so tar only 
a talk of iniroducing some Bills, ordering some mves’igations and 
attempting to do something to alleviate the distress of the peasants. 
Nothing more has been done and nothing more is likely to be done, 
lu all tlie^m provinces we find that the moneylenders and all those who 
are dirpc^iiiieiit on them for their influence and for their return to 1he 
Legislatures are supremely powerful in the Legislatures and are not 
likely to allow any legislation, affecting adversely their interests and 
favouring the interests of the peasants, to be passed or to be approved. 
Even if some legislation had been passed as is the ease in the Central 
Provinces and the United Provinces, Conciliation Boards had to be 
establi -h^-^d and it is left to the decision of the Provincial Government 
whether timely action should be taken or not in appointing these 
Conciliation Boards. In the Central Provinces the Goveniment have 
complained that they have not got sufficient money to appoint as many 
Boards as tire needed. The peasants have been hard put to it to march 
on the Government House in order to ask for the constitution of these 
Conciliation Boards These Conciliation Boards are not expected to 
simply caucel all the debts owing to the moneylenders by agrieiiUurists. 
The Conciliation Boards are only expected to bring the Kvo parties, 
the debtors and the creditors together and to bring about some ,>ort 
of compromise between them so that the debtors nngiit not be com- 
pletely ruined. Even for such a laudable purpose the Government of 
the Central Provinces will not find money and the Central Provinces 
Government have had to ask the permission of the Government of India 
to do cote some money out of the grant of one crore placed by the 
Government of India at the disposal of the Provincial Governrocnis for 
the development of rural interests and the Central Provinces Government 
wanted to appoint four more Conciliation Boards out of this grant. 
At this rale, how many more years Vvill it take in that Province for the 
peasants to gain even this little help and assistance from that legisla- 
tion. If that is the state of affairs in a fairly advanced Province like 
the Central Provinces, and it is not very dissimilar in the United 
Provinces and the Punjab, then what are we to say of the plight of 
the peasants in all other provinces especially in Madras No wonder 
that the Madras Revenue Board has, for once in all its life and career, 
committed the sin of expressing certain liberal views in regard to the 
peasants and their economic needs. The Madras Revenue Board has 
had the hardihood of imposing an enhancement of land tax upon district 
after district and even now proposes to impose another enhancement 
upon the Guntur District and it is carrying on resettlement operations 
in two other districts. Is this the time, Sir, when definite and strong 
and even revolutionary measures ought to have been taken hj the 
Government cf Madras as well as by other Provincial Govcrnimmts, to 
relieve aa^ricaltural and economic distress, to think of imposing addi- 
tional burdens upon the shoulders of peasants and work(‘rs f It is not 
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only the Madras Government, it is not only the Provineuji Govern- 
ments, but also the Central Government which has been ihe culprit in 
tins regard. In the last twelve years, even within the last live years 
Low nnny crores of taxation have been imposed by the Cenlrai Govern- 
ment upon liie shoulders of the peasants and woikers ^ Theu* action 
is quite unconscionable. They have done it and yet the Honourable 
the Finance Member went the other day to Bombay and wanted to 
conciliate the monied classes, wanted to conciliate the industrial classes 
by oh'cioni: lh?n anotlier hope, another promise, to tidlil which, of 
course, this Government never finds it very difficult althoiigli it would 
certainly not hesitate to disregard many more important and much 
needl'd fussurances and pledges so far as the peasants are coneeriied. 
The Honourable the Finance Member would go to Bombay and assure 
them that li there were any surplus budget for the next year, he 
would take Ihe earliest opportunity of utilising that surplus for the 
cancellalion of the surcharge on income-tax. He would not think of 
the additional burdens which he himself and his predecessors have 
imposed upon the shoulders of the peasants, but he would think first 
of the moneylenders and the capitalists and the big industrialists who 
have been really growing fat, thanks to the Swadeshi movement, thanks 
to the Govf*rnment of India and their anxiety to help onlv Ihe rich 
and only the powerful and only the organised ; he would remove the 
tax burden from off their shoulders. 

I submit, Sir, that it is high time that this Govermuiuit should 
try to do something for the peasants even at this late stage and they 
should try to incorpiorate the provisions of the Bill given notice of by 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Ananthas^-yanam Ayyangar, and 07/ myself, 
and see that the poor agriculturists are placed at least on the same 
footing as the salaried employees are proposed to be placed, as the 
industrial employees are proposed to be placed and that this obnoxious 
provision of putting people into jail is completely done awa:^ -with and 
removed from the Statute-book. 

Sir, li has grieved me much to find that some klonourablc Members, 
even on this side, got up, the other day and tried to oppose an absolutely 
inadequate Bill like this. If only I have been assured here of ihe 
presence of a sufficient number of Members on behalf of the peasants 
and workers and if only T had been sure of a sufficiently large number 
of people v/ho are prepared to come here and speak in the name of the 
masses, T certainly would have opposed this inadequate measure. I 
would throw it away in preference to another Bill which would eoiitain 
XLcrc suitable provisions and which would contain provisions for the 
abolition of Ibe punishment of debtors by the way of seinlinfr people 
to^ jail for inability to pay their debts. But most unfortunately in 
this country, we have been obliged, thanks to the Government and its 
repressive policy, to go io the masses not with an economic progrannne, 
not with an economic mandate, hut with a political programmo whiGi 
naturally iwmdiides me from having the authority to say to die Honour- 
able Ih^ TTnme Member that certainly the masses are not prepared 10 
work a Bill like this and that they would like to have some other laore 
suitable Bill. "With these words, I support the motion for reference 
of the Bill to the Fleleet Gommittee. T Hope the Tfoncuimble the Home 
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tliese two remedial^ amendments also incorporated into tins. If he 
does sOj I can tell him that although he has earned many a bid feeling 
from thivS side of the House, for all the things he has most iinEortuiiately 
been obliged to do here, in his capacity as the Home Member, eeriainly 
there would be some peasants here and there who will tliank the man 
who fortumdeJy has had some experience of the troubles of the peasantry 
in the Pmi.iab and who has come forward with some sort ol Pdll to 
ameliorate the condition of the peasants. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter Past Two of 
the Clock. 


Tiio atssembiy re-assembled after imneli at a Quarter Past Two of 
the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the 
Chair, 


STATEMENT OP BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) : 
With your permission, Sir, I desire to make a statement as to the 
probable coni^e of Government business in the week beginning Monday, 
the 16tli September. You have already directed, Sir, that in that veek 
the AKSsembly shall sit for Government business on Monday, the 161h, 
Wednesday, the 18th, and Friday, the 20th. 

On Monday, the first business will be a motion for leave to introduce 
a Bill to rerncve certain doubts and to validate certain proceedings of 
the High Court of Judicature at Allahabad. Thereafter, business, if an,7, 
not comduded today will be taken up in the order in which ii stands on 
today list Motions will then he made for taking into eonsideration 
and passing Uie following Bills : 

(1) The Central Provinces Courts (Supplementary) Bill, 

(2) The Provincial Small Cause Courts (Amendment) Bill, 

(3) The Indian Army (Amendment) Bill. 

(4) The Provincial Insolvency (Amendment) Bill, 

(5) I'he Indian Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 

(6) The Repealing and Amending Bill, and 

(7) The Factories (Amendment) Bill. 

Business not concluded on Monday will be taken on Wednesday 
in the order in which it stands on Monday’s list. On Friday, leave 
will be asked to introduce a Bill to provide for the creation of a fund 
for the pro3notion of the cultivation, manufacture and sale of Indian 
coffee. Thereafter, there will be a debate on the motion : 

That the report oi the Tribunal appointed to advise on the formulataon of a 
financial settlement between India and Burma in the event ot separation be inken into 
consideration 


THE CODE OP CIVHj PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) 

Amendment of Section 51. 

Mr. N. V. Gadgil (Bombay Central Division : Non-Mnbammanan 
Rural) . Sir. my Honourable friend. Prof. Ranga, wants eon.siderable 
relief for the agrieultnristP I am bringinc to the notice of the Honour- 
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able the Home Member that in the Bombay Presidency there is a special 
enactment called the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act. Under that Act 
agriculturists as defined in section 2 are absolutely immune from arrest 
in execution of a money decree In the present Bill although it claims 
to apply to all industrial labourers and agriculturists also, no absolute 
immunity from arrest has been provided I am making this suggestion 
tO' the Select Committee that is proposed to be constituted under this 
motion that those provisions which deal with immunity from arrest in 
the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act may be iakeii into con- 
sideration, and that is the only justification for my intervening in this 
debate. There are other provisions in the said Act which also provide 
that no immovable property of an agriculturist can be attached or sold 
in execution of decree unless it has been specifically mortgaged. If the 
object of this Bill, as I understand it, is to give relief to agriculturists 
and to industrial labourers, I think those very healthy provisions in 
that Act should be inserted here as they have been found useful by 
experience extending over 50 years, for the said Act was passed in 1879. 

I think that experience can be usefully utilised by the Select Committee 
and Ihe real object of the Bill can be further improved if those provisions 
are incorporated in the Bill at the Committee stage 

Mr. N. M Joshi (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, as I had already 
talceii pari in the discussion that took place m the Assembly during the 
last Session when the motion for circulation of this Bill was discussed, 

T shall not detain the House very long Sir, the Bill before ihe House 
is very modest, I should have said a very halting, Bill It makes an 
inquiry obligatory upon the Courts before they permit debtors being 
dotarned in jail It also prohibits imprisonment for failure to repay the 
debt, in those cases where it is proved that the debtor has no means of 
re] paying his debt But, Sir, the Bill permits imprisonments for failure 
to repaj^ a dt-bt where the Court feels that there is a likelihood of the 
debtor eseapiiig from the jurisdiction of the Cou^*t, or wdiere in the 
opinion of tlie Court the debtor has committed some fraud in order to 
avoid repayment of the debt, or in those cases where in the opinion 
of the Court the debtor lias acquired property since he ineuria^d the debt. 
Sir, I consider this Bill to be halting because I feel that it is wrong that a 
man should at all be put in jail for failure to repay his debt. It is a 
wrong thing for a man in the first place to pledge his personal freedom 
in order 1o secure a loan and it is also wrong for the State to help in 
the recovery of a debt by restraining a man’s personal freedom I also 
feel that when a man is imprisoned for failure to repay a debt we treat 
a civil wrong as a criminal offence. I hope, Sir, that when the Select 
Conimitleo considers this Bill, it will widen the scope of the measure 
proposed by the Government of India There are very few civilised 
countries at present in which people are sent to jail for failure to repay 
tlioii* debts ; and I should like the Government of India to take up a 
bolder attifiide and get rid of what I may call this barbarous practice. 

<3^omg through the opinions circulated among the Members, opinions 
ex])ressed by Provincial Governments and various organisations, I think 
there is a good deal of support for the proposals of the Government of 
India. I was somewhat surprised to hear criticism of this Bill, not 



a Member of the Congress^ Party. My Honourable friend, Mr. Sri 
Prakasa, who I am sorry is not present here, made some statements 
which i was unable to follow. He said that he did not believe in any 
kind of imprisonment for any kind of wrong But he said : So long 
as yon imprison people for criminal offences you have no rigiit to re- 
move imprisonment as a punishment for indebtedness.’’ I know that 
lUY Honourable friend belongs to a group of people who may be whole- 
hoggers, but I feel that I cannot accept his logic. I am against all 
kinds of imprisonment as a penalt}^, but I shall be quite content, if I 
cannot secure the wiping out of imprisonment as a penalty, to secure 
relief from imprisonmeii{ even step by step. Then my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa, said, that if you do not permit imprisonment 
for tbe failure to repay debt, you must at the same time compel banks 
or moneylenders to give loans where loans are necessary. 1 am not 
against compelling banks or moneylenders to give loans where loans are 
nec^'ssary As a matter of fact, although not by law, by convention a 
doctor is bound to offer his services to a patient where he finds his 
services are necessary. So there is absolutely nothing wrong in com- 
pelling a man who has got money to give his money to any one ivho 
has Ihe greatest need for it. At the same time, if I cannot secure a 
law compelling a moneylender to lend his money to the man who needs 
it, I am quite prepared to be content with having a law which will 
prevent at least imprisonment for the failure to repay a debt, A step 
is enough for me. The Honourable Member and several people who 
have expressed their opinions on the Bill have a fear that if imprison- 
ment is not permitted for failure to repay debt, it will be difficult for 
people v/lio need some loans to secure those loans I am prepared to 
adni’t that there are occasions when loans become quite necessary ; 
and I am prepared to admit also that if you take away the easy means 
of recovering debts, it will not be so easy to secure loans At the same 
time in India we experience that many people take loans simply because 
there are moneylenders who are willing to offer loans or there are 
iuone 3 denders w'ho will make their moneylending business attractive. 
The Bojml Commission which investigated this problem came to the con- 
clusion that if we take the advantages and disadvantages of restricting 
credit, on the whole there is an advantage in restricting credit to the 
person who takes loans. I, therefore, feel, that on the whole the poorer 
classes of the people will not suffer even though their credit is restricted 
and even though they' may sometimes find it difficult to get a loan 
where a loan is absolutely necessary. I feel that when the Bill is con- 
sidered by the Select Committee the Select Committee will try to improve 
it in the direction I have suggested. 

Mr. T. Chapman-Mortimer (Bengal : European) : Sir, the intention 
of this Bill has been so clearly set out in the Statement of Objects and* 
Seasons that I do not propose to detain the House for more than a very 
few moments to explain why I am supporting the motion of the Honour- 
able the Home Member for reference of this Bill to a Select Committee. 
E\'en among the critics of the Bill there is general agreement as to 
its principles. We are all agreed that it would be a good thing to 
abolish imprisonment for debt, except in the case of a dishonest debtor : 
so that there is no real argument about the principle. If the Bill is 
passed I am quite sure that it will greatly help some day — ^not at once 
but one day — ^the problem of rural indebtedness ; because we all know^ 
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how ,^reat a hold the moneylender has over the debtor nowadays when 
he can always threaten him with imprisonment. 

There are iu>‘^t a few small points that I should like to mention. 
First of all, it is A^ery important that the Bill should contain, within 
it, a piT>CiVioii that it is for the debtor to show cause why he should not 
be imprisoned. Tiiat Avas one of the criticisms put up on the original 
proposals of the GoAmrnment and AA’^e are all Amry glad to see that it 
has been incorporated in the Bill The second point is that a slight 
amendment aauII probably be necessary to make it more difficult for a 
debtor lo evade payment At present, the debtor, if he Avants to evade 
his creditors, may assign his property before he is actually brought into 
Court at aJJ. We should like to see something in the Bill to make that 
impossible Thirdly, there is the question of the kind of man who, 
tlioimh he does not go out of the jurisdiction of the Court, still is evad- 
ing the Court’s officers, so that they cannot serve a summons on him 
to .‘^how cause Avhy lie should not be committed to prison. That it does 
not provide for this is a AA^eakness of the Bill which I have no doubt 
the Select Committee Avill very adequately deal Avith. 

Ijasily, Ihere is the question of commercial debts. There are many 
people Avlio support the ])rineiple of this Bill avIio are gravely anxious 
about it on admin JstratiA’e grounds They feel that the fact that there is 
no proA'iS'On in the present Bill for the retention of the existing powers 
wliereby judgment-debtors in commercial transactions can be committed 
to imison IS a very grave mistake I am confident the Select Committee 
will deal very adequately' with it. 

Th( se. Sir, are the only points that it is necessary to refer to noAv 
and 1 strongly support the motion for reference of this Bill to a Select 
Committee 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Home Member) : Sir, before you 
pul the motion, may I, Avith your permission, move an amendment : 

Tiiat in the motion to reter to a Select Committee the Bill further to amend 
t!ie Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, for certain pui poses, the name of Mr. J A Milligan 
be substituted for that of Mr. Chapman- Mortimer 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is • 

“ That ill the motion to refer to a ISelect Committee the Bill further to amend 
the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, foi certain purposes, the name of Mr J. A Milligan 
be substituted for that of Mr T Gha}iman- Mortimer. ' ' 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Sir, I have nothing more to say 
before the main motion is put 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; The ques- 
tion is : 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, for certain 
purposes (Amendment of section 51) , be referred to a Select Committee consisting of 
Mr. Sham Lai, Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, Mr. M. Asaf Ali, Mr. M. 
Ananthasayanam Ayyangar, Mr. Muhammad Azhar All, Mr. M. Ghiasuddin, Mr. LaP 
chand Navalrai, Mr. d. A. Milligan, Captain Bao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai 
Ohand, Mr. A. G. Clow, Mr. J. M. Chatarji and the Mover, and that the number 
of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee 
Shall be tive. 

The motion was adopted. 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Member for 
Commerce and Kail ways) : Sir, I move : 

“ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor Geneial in CoLiiicil to accept 
the recommendation ol the Tarilt Board that the impoit duty on caibon blocks, siuli 
as arc ordinarily used for the manufacture of caibon brushes tor electrical inotois and 
generators, be reduced fiom 25 per cent, to 15 per cent ad valorem, ’’ 

Sir, the of this matter is this As the House is aware, the 

Tariif' Board has power under Kesolution No. 38'T (2) of the 28th i\lareh, 
1925, to eiitertain applications directed towards oblainino’ the removal of 
tanif inequalities Tariff inequality, I might be permitted to e^<plain, 
means -ucn inequality m the tariff duties upon finished art'des imported 
into the country and on raw matenal out of which such articles may he 
man iifa cl tired in the country w^hieh lay a heavier burden upon the Indian 
manufacturer as comx>ared with the manufactured article imported into 
the country. That is to soy, if it is found that the raw material, ivMch 
is manufactured in tlie country into a finished article, has to pay on the 
whole a heavier duly than the duty imposed upon the finished article, 
then the Indian mamiiacturer is entitled to claim that the burden should 
be equalised either by raising the duty on the finished article or by lower- 
ing the duty on the raw materials. Now, Sir, with regard to this parti- 
cular matter which is now under the consideration of the House, an 
application w^as made to the Tariff" Board with respect to the duties im- 
posed upon the mw material recfuired for the manufacture of carbon 
brushes. These brushes are used in electrical generators and motors, and 
the raw material required for the manufacture of these brushes consists 
principally of thi'ee articles, namely (1) carbon blocks, (2) flexible wire 
connecting these brashes with the rest of the machinery of the generator 
or the motor, and (3) patent cement %vhich is used for connecting the wire 
to the brush. The duty payable on the ffnislied article imported into 
India is ten per cent , the duly payable on carbon blocks out uf v/hich 
brushes are manufactured is 25 per cent , in each case dd dalorem The 
duty payable on the other two articles is 20 per cent ad valorem It does 
not necessarily follow^ that just becatise these duties vary and are at a 
higher rate on the raw material than on the finished article that there is 
an inequality of tariff The inequality depends upon the ])roportion of 
the value of the raw materia] to that of the finished article. It may le 
that in certain eases the duty levied on the raw material may be higher 
than on the finished article so far as the rate is concerned, hut when you 
take the sum total of the duty paid upon the raw materials wiiich go to 
the manufacture of the finished article that sum total may be less than 
the duty on the finished article. In such a case, there would be no 
inequality of tariff. As a matter of fact, if the total of the duly pa^d 
on the finished article was found to be higher than the total dnty rn 
the raw material, there would he some advantage in that respect to the 
Indian manufaieturer. If the House will bear with me, I might illustrate 
that with reference to this very article, carbon brushes, because if I gi\e 
one or two simple illustrations, it would become easier for the House to 
follow the calculations made by the Tariff Board which are set out at 
page 3 of their Report. For the sake of illustration purely, take, Sir, 
the value of ten carbon brushes imported into India from outside, and 
let m assume that the landed cost of ten carbon brushes, without duty, 
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Rs. 50. Then, as I have explained, the duty being ten per cent. 
ad valorem^ the duty payable in respect of these ten carbon brushes would 
be Es. 5. Assuming that the value of carbon blo'chs required for the manu- 
facture of ten carbon brushes were Es. 12, the duty being 25 per cent. 
ad valorem^ it would amount to Es. three, and supposing that the cost of 
Wire and cement required were EiS live, the duty on these articles being 
20 ])ei‘ cent. ]t would work out at Ee one In this illustration, Sir, it 
would apj-iear that the raw material required for the manufacture of 
ten carbon brushes would be liable to a total duty of Es. four, and the 
fmished article would be 'iable to a total duty of Es. live. Therefore, 
there is no disadvantage to the Indian manufacturer. There is an in- 
equality, but it is an inequality m favour of the Indian manu- 
facturer, and no action in that case is necessary. Let me 
carry the matter a step further. Let us assume that the 
cost of carbon blocks required for manufacturing ten carbon 
brushes, were Es. 16 ; then the duty at 25 per cent, would be Rs. fomv 
and if the cost of cement and wire were Rs. five, the duty at 20 per cent, 
■would be Ee. one, and the total duty payable would be Ri five on the 
raw material, and the total duty payable on the finished article being 
also Es. five, there would stiU be no tariff inequality. 

Now, Sir, let me go a step further. If we assume that the cost of 
the 'carbon blocks required is Es. 20, the duty payable at the rate of 
25 per cent, ad valo'^'^em would be Es five, and the duty on the other two 
articles, I mean cement and wire, being Ee. one, the total duty payable on 
the raw material would work out at Es. six, and the duty payable on tlie 
finished ariicle being Es. five in sucli a case there wmuld at once be ap- 
parent a tariff inequality. In order to remove that tariff inequality, it 
would be necessary that the total duty of Es. six payable on all these 
three articles should be reduced to Rs. five, and if on a consideration of 
tlie question it became apparent, as it has become apparent in this case 
for reasons that I shall give later, that it was feasible to reduce the duty 
only on one of these articles and not on all three of them, the reduction 
must take place in respect of one of these articles, that to say, carbon 
blocks, from Es. five to Es. four. That is to say, the incidence of duty 
instead of being Es. five on Es. 20 at the rate of 25 per cent, should he 
reduced to Rs. four on Es. 20, that is to say, it should be brought down 
to 20 per cent, instead of 25 per cent This last illustration that I have 
given would show the method of determining whether there is or is not 
a tariff inequality and also lof determining how it is to be adjusted. One 
more illustration would show how the adjustment would work out with 
different figures. Assume, that the cost of carbon blocks required for the 
manufacture of ten carbon brushes is Rs 24, in that ease the duty on 
the carbon blocks would be Rs. six, the duty on the other two a.rticles 
would be Re. one. the total would he Es. seven, and tins Es. seven, in order 
to remove inequality, would have to be reduced to Rs. five. And assuming^ 
that the inequality is to be adjusted out of the duty imposed on carbon 
blocks alone, the duty of Es. six on Es. 24 must be reduced to Es. four 
on Rs. 24, that is to say, it would work out at the rate of 16.6 per cent. 
This is the method which the Board adopted, that is to say, they deter- 
mined the total duty payable upon the finished article, deducted from it 
the duty payable upon wire and cement required, and held that the balance 
of the duty was the duty which should be impased upon carbon blocks. 
They discovered that this adjustment necessitated that the duty on carbon 
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blocks instead of being 25 per cent, ad valorem sbould be reduced to 
15.8 per cent, ad valo'iem, and tlie recommendation, tiierefore, is that the 
duty should be reduced to 15 jier cent , ignoring .8 per cent, in order 
to give a taritf equality m this respect This finding of the Tariff Board 
was accepted by the Government and Government issued a Resolution 
No. 38-T.-(10), dated the 23rd March, 1935, saying that this recommenda- 
tion of the Tariff Board had been accepted by them, that the matter being 
a small one they intended to take action under section 23 of the Sea- 
Customs Act instead of by legislation, but that before doing so they would 
place this matter before this Homse for tlieir approval. I may explain 
that the total amount of revenue sacrificed in reducing this duty from 
25 per cent, to 15 per cent, would be Rs. 9,600. The figures are, the value 
of imported carbon blocks, landed ooist, 6n-duty is at present Rs. 96,000, 
duty at 25 per cent, is Rs. 24,000, the total is Rs. 1,20,000. If the duty 
is reduced to 15 per cent, the amount of duty would be Rs. 14,400 and 
the sacrifice of rev'enue would be Rs 9,600. As I have submitted to 
the House, it was open to the Tariff' Board to do one of two things. They 
could either have recommended an merease in the duty on carbon brushes 
to an extent which would have cciualised the nicidence of this duty with 
that imposed upon raw materials, or they could have recommended, as 
they have re, commended, a reduction of the duty on raw materials, and, 
as 1 have said, they have T’ecommended a reduction of the duty only in 
respect of carbon blocks They have adopted this latter course for the 
reason which they explain in their Report : 

The bewildeiiiig number and variety of carbon biuslies winch are iinporte<i 
would have made it impossible tor the Boaid to calculate the etlcct on othei industries 
of raising the duty on the hnisiied pioduct. An inciease of duty on carbon brushes 
would altect the cost ot electiical machinery geneially and thus cieate an undesnabie 
burden on consumers.'" 

On the other hand, the effect on the revenue, as I have explained, of 
reducing the duty on carbon blocks, would be verj^ small, almost negligible. 
Then coming to the raw materials, they have confined their recommendation 
to carbon blocks alone, that is to say, they have recommended that the inequa- 
lity should be removed by a I’oduction in the duty imposed upon carbon 
blocks alone without touching the flexible wire or patent cement, and for 
this reason. The customs authorities are satisfied that it would be quite 
easy for them to distinguish carbon blocks which are required for the manu- 
facture of this kind of carbon brushes from other kinds of carbon blocks, 
so that the reduction would apply only to the raw material required for 
the purpose of manufacture of carbon brushes, whereas flexible wire 
and patent cement are required for a Variety of purposes and, therefore^ 
it would be difficult to reduce the duty in respect of these last two 
articles and confine it 0^3^" to so much of them as are required for the 
purpose of manufacture of carbon brushes. That is the brief history 
of the matter. The House will realise that it is not a matter involving 
very large figures, but it is a matter in which those engaged in the manu- 
facture of carbon brushes can put forward a legitimate claim that the 
burden should be equalised. With these observations, Sir, I submit this 
Resolution for the consideration of the House. 

Siijut N. C. Bardaloi (Assam Valley : Non-Miihammadan) : On a 
point of information, Sir May I ask how’- many factories there are in 
India which manufacture carbon brushes and how they will be afi'ected 
by this reduction in duty % 

- n209IiAB . n 
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The Honorable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : My information 
is that there are two fairly substantial companies and ai large number 
of small manufacturers not having lai'ge factories, and how they will be 
affected is that to the extent of Us. 9,600 a year they will be helped in 
the manufacture of carbon brushes. That is to say, their CiOsts will be 
reduced to the extent of a total of Es. 9,600 per year. It will be some 
small help to them in order to develop this industry. At present the 
cost of brushes imported is about Es. 1,50,000. More or less roughly 
half are impiorted and half are manufactured in the country, and if this 
reduction of duty helps the Indian manufacturer he might possibly be 
able to capture the rem>aining half of the market. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Resolution 
moved : 

“ That this Assembly xecommeads to the Governor General in Council to accept 
the recommendation of the Tanit Board that the impoil duty on carbon blocks, such 
as are ordinarily used tor the manufacture of carbon brushes lor electrical motors and 
generators, be reduced from 25 pei cent, to 15 per cent ad valorem.’’ 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Mnhammadan) : I rise to support 
tlie Resolution, and I am glad that the Honourable the Commerce Mem- 
ber has brought it up this Session. It ought to have been brought up 
last Session, but I do not know why it was not done so. The electrical 
mainufacturing industry is rapidly growing in India. There are firms 
in Calcutta who are manufacturing electric fans, electric motors and 
electric dynamos and tliis little relief, howe^’^er small it might be, will 
give them a chance to compete with the imported machinery. For a long 
time in India we cannot manufacture carbon brushes, although there is 
the necessary raw material — grapliite to be found in India. It has only 
reached the stage of pencil manufa;cture in Madras and Oailcutta and it 
has not gone to other articles that may be manufactured out of it. There- 
fore, the electrical manufacturing firms thiat are engaged in the making 
of dynamos, motors and fans will have long to depend on imported parts 
such as insulating materials, stampings, copper wires and so on and this 
relief, however slight it may be, is very welcome to the industry and, 
therefore, I support it. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is that the following Resolution be adopted ; 

That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to accept 
the recommendation of the Tanfi: Board that the import duty on carbon blocks, such 
as are ordinarily used for the manufacture of carbon brushes for electrical motors 
and generators, be reduced from 25 per cent, to 15 per cent, ad valorem.” 

The motion was adopted. 


THE PAYMENT OF WAGES BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G, Mitchell (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, I move : 

** That the Bill to regulate the payment of wages to certain classes of persons 
employed in industry, as reported by the ^Select Committee, be taken into considera- 
tion, ’ ’ 

Sir, we kave listened during the past week to much passionate 
eloquence from certain quarters of the House on the beauty of unrestricted 
freedom and we have listened to many earnest arguments from other parts 
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of the House on the -ugliness of unrestrained licence. I now proffer this 
Bill as what I trust will be a pleasant and harmonious interlude in which 
all parts of the House, I hope, will co-operal e in the humane task of secur- 
ing to the humble workman the prompt and full payment of the wages ho 
has earned. 

If I may be permitted, I would recall to the House very briefly the 
history of this measure. In 1933 a Payment of Wages Bill was introduced 
and by the direction of the House was circulated to elicit public opinion. 
The criticisms received were very voluminous and many of them were 
very cogent. The Bill was redrafted very considerably and was reintro- 
duced in February of 1935. In his speech on the motion to refer the Bill 
to a Select Committee, Sir Prank Noyce indicated the chief points on which 
advance had been made in the new Bill. The Bill was criticised and was 
welcomed by the House generally speaking and was then referred to the 
Select Committee. As a result of the discussions in that body, further 
very considerable advances have been made and I cannot do better than 
follow Sir Frank Noyce example and indicate the further advances made. 
In order to do so, I would divide the Bill into four parts, one part relating 
to the scope of the Bill, that is to the industrial undertakings which it 
covers, the second part covering those provisions intended to secure the 
prompt payment of wages, the third part covering those provisions of the 
Bill intended to secure that the W/ages shall he paid in full and the fourth 
part the administrative and other aneilliary provisions intended to carry 
the Act into effect I will deal with these in turn. 

As regards the scope of the Bill, the Bill, as introduced into this 
House, applied in ioto to all workers in factories,^ including 
railway factories. The Bill, exeludiiig those provisions relat- 
ing to the prompt payment of wages, applied to workers on railways other 
than those in railway factories Local Coveruments were given power to 
extend the provisions of the Bill, or such of them as they chose to select, 
with such modifications and relaxations as they thought expedient, to cer- 
tain other industrial undertakings, namely, mines, quarries, plantations and 
workshops. In the debate on the second reading, the restricted scope of the 
Bill was severely criticised by several Honourable Membergi including my 
indomitable friends, Mr Joshi, Prof. Eanga and Mr. Giri. The criticisms 
were very carefully considered by the Select Committee at considerable 
length and the result is that the Bill which is now before the House applies 
m toto to all factories and all railways. The Local Government has been 
given the power to extend the provisions of the Bill without relaxation or 
adaptation not only to mines, quarries, plantations and workshops but 
also to tramways, docks and oilfields. I think my Honourable friends 
who are keenly interested in this Bill will admit that this is a very con- 
siderable advance. 

As regards the prompt payment of wages, the Bill as introduced re- 
quired that the wages should be paid on the seventh day^ after the expiry 
of the wage period or, if the seventh day should be a holiday, on the next 
working day after the holiday ; and the Local Governments -were given 
power to relax these provisions when they were satisfied that they were 
impracticable in regard to any particular industry. This provision, as I 
have already mentioned, did not apply to the railways. Again these pro- 
visions were attacked in this House by several Members, particularly 
in regard to the exemption of railways, and they were also attacked in con- 
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siderable detail by my Honourable friend, Mr. JosM. Again they were 
discussed at length in the Select Committee and the Bill now applies to 
railways and such power of relaxation as is permitted is given only to the 
Governor General in Counei] There is no general power given to Local 
Governments to relax in regard to the other industries covered by the 
Bill ; but in one substantive matter relaxation has been made in the Biil 
itself, to the extent that factories and undertakings which employ more 
than a thousand hands are allowed to take ten days in making up their 
pay sheets and paying their employees. 

Now, as regards the full payment of wages, there have been several 
important advances. I will deal with these in two parts, one part relating 
to deductions generally and the other part relating to the special but ver} 
importani ease of fines. As regards the deductions under the Bill, wages 
were defined as everything due under the contract. This would have 
cxch^ded bonuses and other payments for good work, regular attendance 
and so forth, which it would have left to a considerable extent to the discrc« 
tion of the emplover This again was obieeted to strongly by my Honour- 
able^ friend to ray risrht. Mr Joshi, 'and others, and was fully considered 
by the Select Committee. The very important decision was taken to end 
the system of bonuses, — to abolish bonuses and all other forms of con- 
tingent payment as a regular part of periodical wages Wages are now' 
defined so as to include all bonuses and other contin<rent payments con- 
templated in the terms of the contract. Tlie scheme, therefore* of the Bill, 
is now fairly complete. The workman wdd draw his full wa^’es for all 
work he has performed, and the deductions will he confined to a very 
narrow list — ^that list including* only items which are obvionsly either 
eauitable in themselves or are for the benefit of the worlonan There have 
been various other amendments in favour of the employee which T need not 
discuss at any ]en<rth. T would only mention that now no deduction is 
allowed for travelling expenses incurred at the beginning of the workman’s 
emnloyment Wages mnst now he naid in cash, and no deduction mav he 
made on ^account of pavmeni in kind. Again, I think my Honourable 
friends will admit lhat ibis has been a very substantial advance indeed. 

Fines require special menlion Tinder the Bill as introduced, the 
eiiiployers could decide themselves upon those acts which they would 
penalize ^bv fines The fine could be imposed without control, subject only 
to the limit of one anna per rupee in Ihe calendar month. Tinder the 
Bill as amended, the employer’s list of penal acts must be approved by the 
Local Government and no fine can now be imposed without giving the 
workman an opportunity of showing cause why he should not be fined ; 
and the limit of the fine is now reduced to half an anna per rupee in the 
wage period, which means that if the wage period is less than one month, 
the total maximum fine is reduced thereby. In the Bill as introduced, and 
in the Bill as boav reported, all fines must be credited to a fund which must 
be administered on behalf of the employees, I think Honourable Members 
will agree wilh me that the net result of these provisions will be to reduce 
this practice of imposing fines to almost negligible limits. 

On the admini>strative side of the Bill, the Select Committee have 
introduced several important changes, all tending towards the tightening 
up of the administration of the Bill. T will mention only a few. TJnder 
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the Bill as introduced, the Local Government conld appoint anyone as the 
authority to which the worlanan conld apply to secure the proper payment 
of his wages. Under the Bill as amended, this authority must be either 
the Commissioner for Workmen’s Compensation or some person with 
judicial experience. Again, under the Bill as introduced, appeals from 
these authorities could lie to any person appointed by the Local Govern- 
ment. Under the Bill as now reported, appeals shall lie to the District 
Court or, in the presidency towns, to the Small Cause Court One furtiier 
provision is that the Bill, following the example of the Factories Act, now 
requires that abstracts of the Act and of the rules made thereunder shall 
be posted up in factories. 

That, Sir, is a short account of the Bill as it has emerged from the 
Select Committee. It is a most important Bill affecting the daily liveli- 
hood of millions of people in India, and I commend it most strongly to the 
supi)ort of the House I do so, however, with certain misgivings and 
regrets. The Bill will unquestionably do away with certain traditional 
relationships between employers and employed which have existed in India 
for a very long time. I refer, as examples, to the systems of lionuses for 
good work, of the supply of cheap grain, of the supply of cheap cloth 
and other products of the industrial undertaking In the hands of a 
humane employer, there can he no question that these old systems can be 
of very great benefit to the employee ,* but in the hands of the less desirable 
type of employer — of whom I regret many exist, — these 'systems can 
undoubtedly be made a means of exploiting the workman The policy of 
the Bill is to remove the possible contingent advantages of these old 
traditional systems and to substitute for them the certain benefits of prompt 
and full payment. It is better that the workman should receive his daily 
bread regularly than that he should have an occasional feast, perhaps after 
a period of hunger. 

I have still another misgiving. The Bill marks a very great advance 
and will unquestionably force many emplo^^ers, of many vast undei'takings, 
to re-adjust their methods. It will certainly cause them, to begin with, 
very great ineonvenienee. I dare say there may be a few Members present 
who 'would regard that as of very little account. Nevertheless, I would 
remind them that a great industrial undertaking must be regarded as a 
single unit : and that if the management is pnt to a very great incon- 
venience, a certain amount of inconvenience to the employees 
is almost certain to result. I would appeal, therefore, to the 
more advanced elements in this House to accept this Bill as 
sufficient for the present. Let us see how it works, and then 
let us make such further advance as may be indicated. In particular, 
1 would ask my Honourable friends opposite and my Honourable friend 
to my right not to endeavour to apply this Bill from the beginning and in 
its full force to undertaldngs other than those which have already been 
adeqoately surveyed. The Bill -allows its provisions to he extended to 
certain other industrial undertakings, and the idea behind that is to enable 
the Local Governments thenmelves, before applying the Bill to those under- 
takings, to survey the conditions and see if it is possible, practicable and 
ultimately in the interest of the workman himself that the provisions 
-should be applied. I would appeal to my Honourable friends not to force 
this experiment too far lest it should defeat its own object. (Loud 
Applause.) Sir, I move. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eabim) : Motion moved ; 

“ Tiiat the Bill to regulate tlie payment of wages to certain classes of persons 
employed in industry, as reported by the {Select Oommittee, be taken into considera- 
tion. ' ' 

In addition to the amendments which are already on the agenda paper* 
an amendment has jnst been handed to the Chair by Mr. James and 
Mr. T Ciiapman-MiOrtimer, to the effect that the Bill be re-circnlated for 
the purpose of obtaining further opinion thereon. The Chair would like 
to know why no notice of this amendment was given earlier, and if there 
is any objection to this motion being moved. 

Mr. F. E. James (Madras : European) ; Mr. President, I should 
like to explain to you and to take the House into my confidence as to 
vvliy we were not able to give notice of this amendment earlier. The 
report of the Select Committee was only laid on the table last Monday 
week. The moment we received copies of the report we sent it to our 
constituents who are scattered throughout India down to the south and 
across to Burma. It is only during the last 24 hours that we have 
received overwhelming expressions of opinion from those of our consti- 
tuents who are now being brought within the scope of the Bill as a result 
of the changes made by the Select Committee, They would like to have 
further opportunity of being consulted as to the present position and, 
therefore, I do ask that under the circumstances the House would not 
object to this motion and that you, Sir, will allow this motion to be 
moved in accordance with the Standing Orders and powers which lie in 
your hands. 

Prof. N. G'. Ranga (Guntur mm Nellore : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, I object to the motion that this Bill be re-circulated again 
because it is more than six years since the Labour Commission made this 
particular recommendation that legislation on these lines is needed. 

The Fonoxirnble 1%. D. G. ffitchell • In view of the explanation 
given by Mr. James, I do not wish to object to the moving of this amend- 
ment, hut I must inform him and the House that I shall oppose it. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair is 
not quite clear whether the provisions of Standing Order 46 requiring 
two clear days’ notice apply to a motion of this character, and the Chair 
is informed that there is no ruling on this point. However, the Chair 
does not wish to decide that question now. The Chair would assume 
that the provision requiring notice of two clear days does apply to a 
motion of this character, but, under the circumstances mentioned by 
Mr. James, and having regard to the fact that the Honourable Member 
in charge of the Bill raises no objection to the motion being moved, the 
Chair suspends the application of the Standing Order 46 assuming that 
it does apply to this motion 

Mr. F. E. James : Sir, I am deeply grateful to you for using 
your powers under the Standing Orders to* permit me to move my 
motion and I would like to say immediately that the purpose of my 
motion is not the usual dilatory purpose. The Honourable Member 
in charge of the Bill has already given the history of this measure. The 
Bill was originally circulated in 1933 and a revised Bill was placed 
before this House in 1935 and referred to a Select Oommittee. That 
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revised Bill was not circulated althougli it differed in a substantial 
measure from the original Bill which was circulated in 1933 Then, Sir, 
the Select Committee met and they signed their report on the 1st of 
June Had that report been made public on the 1st of June, I should 
not have moved this motion. But the report of a Select Committee 
cannot be made public until it is laid upon the table of the House and 
that report was not laid on the table of the House until last Monday 
week, when we, for the first time, received a copy of that report. We 
found then that the report of the Select Committee and the Bill, as it 
emerged from the Select Committee, made most extensive and material 
changes in the Bill which had been referred to that Committee by this 
House during the Budget Session. I will just mention one or two main 
changes to illustrate what I am now claiming. In the first place, the 
Bill, as it emerges from the Select Committee, is now extended to a class 
of industrial establishments which was never originally contemplated 
when this Bill was first referred to the Select Committee. The report of 
the Select Committee, indeed, recoiiimends the wdiolesaie extension of the 
provisions of this Bill to large industrial establislimeiils which never 
expected to be included within the scope of this Bill and which, there- 
fore, were not consulted. I have already explained, that owing to the 
fact that the report of the Select Committee wms in our hands only about 
ten days ago, it has been impossible for large scale industries -with very 
important interests both in British India excluding Burma and in 
Burma which is included within the scope of the Bill, to send us their 
detailed views. We have only received certain telegraphic communica- 
tions but w’e still await their views in detail. That is ^ the first point. 
Then the second major change is that the wage-limit has been raised 
from Es 100 to Rs. 200 as wull be seen from sab-clause (^) of clause 1. 
I am quite sure the House will readily recognise that whatever may have 
been the justification for this change — and I am not expressing any 
opinion on that now — ^the extension of this Bill from a limit of Rs. 100 
per month to Rs. 200 per month makes a very substantial alteration 
in its scope. Then, Sir, the third major change refers to the matter of 
deductions. The title of the Bill suggests that it will confine itself to 
providing for the regular payment of wages due and to protecting the 
wage-earner from unfair deductions, and irregularities in payment. 
The Bill, however, goes further. The Bill, as it emerges from the 
Select Committee, certainly goes further than what was originally con- 
templated and it prohibits either directly or^ by implication certain 
practices with which there is nothing TOong inherently and 
hibition ought to bo the subject of special legislation. I would reier 
more particularly to sub-clause { 1 ) of clause 7 and sub-clause (1) oi 
clause 2 dealing with this matter of deductions. Then, Sir, ^ 

fourth major alteration that has been made to which I should lite to 
refer for a moment. In fact, I might say that so many alteratiOTs 
been made in the Bill by the Select Committee that it is very difficult o 
be precisely sure as tO' the interpretation of some of the new amenaea 
sections. But, like every other Act, of course, this Bill will, it passea, 
be interpreted without any reference to the intentions of its framers or 
to any assurances which may he given on the floor of this House as o 
the probable effects of any particular amendment. Local Goveraments, 
Inspectors appointed under clause 14 whoever they may he, authorities 
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appointed under clause 15, appellate authorities specified under clause 
17, will all interpret the provisions of this measure without any reference 
to what was said before. We, therefore, feel that it is most essential 
that the provisions in certain clauses of this Bill should be so framed as 
to make the intentions of the Government of India and the Assembly 
absolutely clear. They are certainly not absolutely clear in quite a 
number of clauses at the moment. We would also suggest that it is 
most important that certain clauses of the Bill should be so safeguarded 
as to prevent such injustice as might easily arise by the present inter- 
pretation which applies to some of these clauses, both to the employers 
and to the employees. 

Now, Sir, I have been perfectly frank to the House. We are not 
opposing this Bill. We agree with its fundamental principles. We 
support its underlying intention. But our difficulty is, that owing to 
the shortness of the time, we are not in a position to present adequately 
the views of our constituents, as we are face to face with a Bill which 
in many essentials is a completely different Bill from the Bill which 
went to the Select Committee. 

I wish to emphasize once more that we do not wish to suggest that 
tins is a dilatory motion and if there is any other way which my 
Honourable friend, the Member in charge of the Bill, would suggest, 
whereby we, at any rate and others who are interested in the Bill, might 
be given breathing space during which we can secure the views in detail 
of our constituents, constituents who did not anticipate being ^ affected 
but who are now affected by the revised Bill, we should be quite pre- 
pared to accept such a suggestion. I, therefore, hope that the Govern- 
ment of India will not merely oppose this motion of mine on the ground 
that it is a dilatory motion because that is not our intention ; hope 
they will perhaps suggest some other method whereby the real object of 
my motion can be achieved without undue loss of time. Sir, I move : 

“ That the Bill be re-eireulated tor the purpose of obtaining further opinion 
thereon. ' ^ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Amendment 
moved : 

That the Bill be re-eirenlated for the purpose of obtaining further opinion 
thereon. ^ ' 

Mr. N. M. JosM (Nominated Non-Official) ; Sir, I had no intention of 
taking part in the discussion on the motion whicli was originally made 
by the Honourable Member in charge of the Department of Industries 
and Labour. I had spoken more than onee regarding the general provi- 
sions of this Bill. I shall, therefore, as I am speaking now, confine myself 
mostly to the amendment proposed by my Honourable friend, Mr. James. 
Sir. the Mover of this amendment assures us that his amendment is not 
a dilatory one, at least his intention is not to delay the passing of this 
measure.' But, Sir, the Honourable the Mover of this amendment will 
agree with me that if his amendment is carried, the passing of this 
measure will be delayed. In a matter of this kind, the intention is not 
of much consoQ^uence when the result is the same. I feel that the argu- 
ment used by my Honourable friend, Mr. James, in support of his amend- 
ment, was* that the Select Committee has extended the scope of this 
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measure to certain other industries. The first item of extension which 
he mentioned was that the Bill, introduced in the last Session at Delhi, 
did not contain provisions relating to the application of this Bill to some 
industries. He said that those industries were of great importance. I 
ao not wish to belittle the importance of the new industries which are 
included in this Bill. But I am quite sure my Honourable friend, 
Mr. James, will agree with me that if you consider the number of men 
employed m the industries to which the Bill of 1935 was intended to be 
applied and the number of people employed in the new industries to which 
the Bill now" is extended, I am sure he will agree with me that the 
number of people is extremely small compared with the number of people 
to which the original Bill was intended to apply. 

Mr. F. E, James : Question. 40,000 in oil alone. 

Mr. N*. M. JosM : My Honourable friend, Mr. James, was not quite 
fair when he stated that these industries had absolutely no idea that the 
Bill would ever be applied to these industries. Mr James knows very 
w^ell that the Government of India had introduced a Bill for this purpose 
m 1933. That Bill gave power to the Local Governments to apply to any 
industrial undertaking the provisions of that Bill. Sir, I shall read that 
section : 

“ The JLfOcal G-overnment m any province may, after giving three months' notice 
of its intention of so doing by notification in the local official Gazette, apply the provi- 
sions of the Act or any of them subject to such relaxations as may be specified in the 
notification of the payment of wages to any class of persons employed in the industrial 
establishment. ' ' 

These industrial establishments had notice in the year 1933 and that 
Bill was circulated and on that Bill opinions were invited and expressed. 

I do not, therefore, feel, why my Honourable friend, Mr James, should 
take any objection on the ground that these industries had had no notice 
at all As a matter of fact, every industrial undertaking had notice. If 
these industrial undertakings were really interested in this measure it was 
1heir duty to studj^ the measure and express their opinions on its provi- 
sions I, therefore, feel, that the ground which my Honourable friend, 
Mr. James, has placed before the House, namely, some industries which 
are now included m this Bill had no notice, does not hold much water. 
Then, m 3 ^ Honourable friend mentioned one or two other items which 
have been included in the Bill by the Select Committee. He mentioned 
that the original Bill applied to persons whose wages or salaries did not 
exceed Es. 109 and the Select Committee now proposes tha1 the Bill 
should apply to persons whose wages or salaries do not exceed Rs. 200 a 
rrionth. May T ask my Honourable friend, Mr James, how many persons 
+here will he in the industries to which the Bill has to be applied -whose 
wages vary between Rs 100 and R«. 200 a month ^ The number of people 
who receive more than Rs. 100 in all these industries is extremely small 
compared with the total number of people engaged in these industries. 
It is, therefore, wrong on his part to say that they had no notice that the 
Bill will be applied to persons whose wages are more than Rs. 100 and 
loss than Rs. 200 a month. 

Then, Sir, he mentioned several other amendments made by the 
Select Committee. I feel that the amendments made by the Select Com- 
mittee do not go beyond the scope of this Bill. The very fact that the 
Honourable the Law Member was the Chairman of the Select Committee 
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siiould be a guarantee te my Honourable friend, Mr. James, that he wouici 
Bot have allowed amendments to be made which were outside the scope 
of this Bill. Sir, I am against his motion because I feel that this measure 
should become a law without any delay. If the House knows the full 
history of this measure the House will entirely agree with me. So far as 
I am personally concerned, Sir, I became interested in this subject many 
years ago while I was doing some social work in Bombay. It came to my 
notice that a great evil prevailed in the factories in Bombay as regards 
fining the workers who* were engaged in the textile industry. As i 
believe in constitutional methods, when that evil came to my attentioii 
I wrote a letter to the Bombay Government asking them only to inquire 
whether such an evil existed, and, if it did exist, to find out the extent 
of that evil Do you know what the reply of the Bombay Government 
was ? The Bombay Government wrote to me a letter, that m their 
opinion the er\dl did not exist and they were not prepared to make any 
investigation or any inquiry unless the demand for that investigation 
and inquiry was a spontaneous one. I thought, Sir, the Bombaj" Govern- 
ment were waiting for a strike and a spontaneous strike to persuade them 
to make an inquiry into this evil. Then, Sir, I asked some questions in 
the Legislative Assembly as to whether the Government of India would 
inquire. It took me some time to persuade the Government of India t(/ 
make an inquii*y into this subject. Then the Government of India 
became willing to make an inquiry and issued circulars to the Local 
Governments asking for information and for proposals. T do not know 
exactly in what year the Government of India got the replies from the 
Local Governments, perhaps it was in 192,6 or 1927. Then the Govern- 
ment of India, as we all know, takes time to consider proposals of this 
kind. They sat over the opinions of the Local Governments for a year. 
Then when we thought that the Government of India would frame pro- 
posals on the information received from the Local Governments and I 
inquired whether any legislation would be introduced on this subject, 
1 was told that a Eoyal Commission was appointed to investigate labour 
conditions in India and, therefore, consideration of this subject must wait 
til] the Eoyal Commission reported on it. Well, Sir, the Eoyal Commis- 
sion reported on it in the year 1930' and today it is the latter part of 
1935. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : What happened in between ! 

Mr N. M. Joshi : If we now insist upon the Bill being passed with- 
out delay, are we showing any impatience ? I hope the House will not 
con>sider that any delay can be tolerated in the passing of tliis measure. 
We are patient, but there should be and there is some limit to our patience 
I, therefore, hope that the Assembly will not approve of the amendment 
proposed by my Honourable friend, Mr. James. 

As regards the motion made by my Honourable friend, the Member 
ill charge of the Department of Industries and Labour, I do not wish to 
speak at any great length. This Bill was considered in detail by tiie 
Select Committee and I am prepared to admit, that on the whole, although 
the Select Committee have made some very reactionary amendments, the^^ 
have improved the Bill. I do not wish to go into the details of the pro- 
posals which we propose to make when the Bill will be considered in 
detail, but I hope that the consideration of this Bill will not be delayed. 



Mr. V. V. Giri (Ganjam cutm. Vizagapatam : Non-Mubtammadan 
Kuraij : Sir, on tins side of the House we associate ourselves with the 
points raised by Mr. Joshi in opposing the motion of Mr. James. 1 am 
really surprised that my Honourable friend, Mr. James, should have 
brought forward this motion. It has been pointed out that for the first 
time in the year 1933 a Bill of this character was brought before the 
Assembly Before that the Eoyal Commission on Labour had gone into 
the details of this matter, and they stated in their recommendations clearly 
on page 241 as follows : 

“ In our opinion, the law should be applicable to factories, mines, railways and 
plantations, and it should provide tor possible extension to other branches ot 
industry. ’ ' 

I am sure, my Honourable friend, Mr. James, must have had enough 
notice that it was the intention of the Royal Commission on Labour to 
extend tlie scope of this Bill. Agam, Sir, in February, 1935, when the 
Bill was brought before this House for reference to Select Committee, 
.some of the Members who spoke on that occasion referred to this question, 
namely, that ilie Select Committee should consider the question of exten- 
sion of the scope of the Bill to plantations and other things referred to 
by the Royal Commission And, therefore, I cannot understand why 
Mr. James should have stated that they had. no notice that an expressioii 
of view would be made in the Select Committee for possible extension of 
the Bill to industries other than railways and factories. Moreover, Sir, 
my Honourable friend. Mi James, and his friends had time enough t</ 
send amendments to the Bill which is now before the House I, there- 
fore, feel that it is very unreasonable and unjust on the part of Mr. James 
to have brought forward this motion which is certainly a dilatory motion. 
So, on this side of the House, we oppose the motion made by my Honour- 
able friend, Mr. James. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Sir, I should like to make just 

a fe-w remarks on the speech by my most pertinacious friend, Mr. Josbi. 
He referred to what he regarded as the misdeeds or crimes of omission 
of the Government of Bombay in some Remote year. I can assure 
Mr. Josbi and the House that if the Government of Bombay were guilty 
then of any omission then, they have since repented ; out of all Govern 
inenta they have given the Government of India most assistance in the 
preparation of this Bill. They have carried out certain special inquiries 
V hich have been most valuable , and they lent to us the services_ of 
Mr Mehrhan, regarding whom the Select Committee itself in its opening 
jiaragraph says ; 

“ We desire to acknowledge the valuable assistance given to us by Mr. Mehrbnu 
who attended our sessions and placed at our disposal his intimate knowledge on the 
subject of the payment of wages.” 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Sir, may I interrupt the Honourable Member just 
for a minute ? Although I made certain remarks about the Bombay 
Government’s unwillingness to mal^e an inquiry when I first asked them 
to do so. I am prepared to agree with the Honourable Member that on 
the whole the Bombay Government have assisted the improvement of the 
Bill much more than any other Government have done. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Is there any Government in the whole of India which has done more for 
labour than the Bombay Government ? 
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The Hoaotirable Mr. B. G. Mitchell : Again, he made some ammad- 

versions on the space of time which has passed between the publication 
of the Eeport of the Koydl Commission and the introduction of this Bill. 
Mr. Joshi himself knows perfectly well that that is an unfair remark. We 
quite admit that it is four or five years since the Royal Commission 
reported , but I would ask Mr. Joshi if he can point to any country m 
the world which m that space of time has put so much labour legislation 
on the Statute-book. 

I come now to the amendment moved by my friend, Mr James. 1 
do not wish to agree entirely with his criticisms of the Bill, nor do I wish 
to controvert them. I do not subscribe either to Mr. Joshi ’s criticism or 
Mr. James' criticism. But I regret that I am not in a position to accept 
Mr. James' amendment To re-eirculate this Bill now would mean 
reference of the Bill again to a Select Committee We could not give 
Local Governments and industrial concerns less than four months to con- 
sider these provisions, and I doubt very much if we can have a Select 
Committee meeting before next summer : it would mean a delay of a whole 
year. I do not wish to enter into the merits of Mr. James' case • I cannot 
controvert him entirely, as I have already admitted in my speech before 
he raised this question that the Bill had emerged from the Select Commiltee 
with very substantial advances in favour of labour I should like to meet 
Sir. James and at the same time to meet Mr. Joshi as far as possible 
Thei'e is a very large number of amendments tabled, which I would like 
to discuss with the Members most concerned tomorrow If we go through 
these amendments one by one, I think we may save the time of the House, 
perhaps by a day or two. At the same time ’sve might consider this ques- 
tion raised by Mr. James. It might be possible to pass the motion for 
consideration' of this Bill today and then to defer further proceedings 
until the next Session. The Bill could then be taken up at the beginning 
of the Budget Session, and passed with the minimum of delay. But I 
regret that I am unable to agree to the motion for re-circulation. 

Mr. F. E James : Sir, I would ask your permission and the permis- 

.Sion of the House to withdraw' my amendment in view of the statement 
of the Honourable the Member in charge of the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Has tbe 

Honourable Member the leave of the House to wiihdraw his motion ^ 

Honourable Members : Yes. 

The amendment was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim ^ • The quesiion 
is * 

“ That tlie Bill to regulate the payment of wageB to certain clayscB of porbons 
employed in industry, as reported hy the Select Committee, be taken into eoiisirlera 
tion. ’ ^ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Does the House 
agree that the consideration of the amendments, of which notice has been 
srivon, be postponed until next Monday ? 

Honourable Members : Yes. 



£^r6sid63i1/ ^iii6 iionourabic feir -A,bd.ur ; ATy i ft^i d T ifiPTit to 

Stamlmg Orders. 

Mr. 0. N. Muthnrajaga Mudaliar ;.8outh Arcot cum Chiagleput : 
Nou-idaliaaunadan Buralj . ISir, l move for 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Hahim) : No speech is 
allowed. 

0 . N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : Sir, l move for leave to amend 
the Standing Orders of the Legislative Assembly in the following manner : 

riiat ill standing Order 17, attei the words ‘ Questions, which have not been 
disaiiowed, shall be entered ' the words ‘ together with their answers ’ be inserted.^' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

* ‘ That leave be granted to amend the Standing Orders of the Legislative Assemblj 
in the following manner : 

‘ That in {Standing Order I*}, after the words ‘ Questions, which have not been 
disallowed, shall be entered ’ the words ‘ together with their answers ’ be inserted \ 

Tlie motion was adopted. 

Mr. 0. N. Mnthnraiiga Mudaliar : Bir, 1 move that the proposed 
ameiuiment be referred to a Select Committee 

Mr. President (The ilonourable Sir Abdur Eahim) • The question 

IS : 

That the proposed amendment be letencnl to a {Select Committee.” 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : Sir, 1 don’t 
want to make a speech, but 1 only want to say that I agree to the Select 
C'Ommitlee But I tvant to make it clear that reference to the Select Com- 
mittee dues not mean acceptance of the principle. 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • The question 
is : 

“ That the pioposed amendment be referred to a {Select Committee.^ 

TliC motion was adopted. 

Dr Cr. V Deshmukh (Bombay City * Non-Muhammadan Urban; • 
Sir, I beg to move for leave to amend the Standing Orders of the Legislative 
Assembly in the following manner • 

“ That to snb-order (2) ot ^Standing Order 7 A, the following proviso be added, 
namely : 

‘ Provided however, that no Bill which has received the previous sanction of the 
Oovernor General in Conneil and has obtained a place in the ballot in a particular 
Session, is shut out from being introduced during that particular Session 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir A.bdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

‘ ‘ That leave be granted to amend the {Standing Orders of the Legislative A««sembiy 
in the following manner : 

' That to snb-order (2) of Standing Order 7 A, the following proviso be added, 
namely : 

‘ Provided, however, that no Bill which has received the previous sanction of the 
Governor General m Council and has obtained a pln<’e in the ballot in a partieuJar 
Session, is shut out from being introduced during that particular Session h 

The motion wa« adopted 
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Dr. G. V. DeshmuMi : Sir, I beg to move : 

“ That the proposed amendment be reierred to a iSeiect Committee/' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 

is : 

“ That the proposed amendment be retened to a feelect Committee/' 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) : The next 
motion the one standing in the name of Mr. Ghanshiam Singh Gupta. 
It is really to the same effect as the motion moved by Mr. Muthuranga 
Mndaliar. It is, therefore, barred. 

The Chair suggests to the House that both these motions, the one 
moved by Mr. Muthuranga Mudaliar and the other moved by Dr. Deshmukh. 
be referred to one Select Committee. The Chair supposes that is agreeable 
to the House. 

Several Honourable Members : Yes. 


ELE(^TION OF MEMBERS TO THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
AMENDMENTS TO STANDING ORDER’S. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have fco 
4 pm announce that nominations for the Select Committee 

on the amendments to Standing Orders of the Legis- 
lative^ Yftbeuibly will be received upto 12 Noon on Monday, the 16th 
September, and the eiedion, if iieees>sary, will, as usual, be held in the 
SeereUry s Room in the Assembly Building on Thursday, the 19th 
September, 1935, between the hours of 10-30 a m. and 1 p.m. Under 
Standing Order 56 (2) of the Legislative Assembly Standing Orders, the 
Committee will be composed of the President, the Deputy President and 
seven Members elected by the Assembly in accordance with the principle 
of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote. 


Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Assembly 
will now adjourn till next Monday at 2-30 p.m. As His Excellency will 
address the Assembly in the morning, time has to be allowed to make the 
necessary arrangements The Chair would suggest to the House that 
questions may be dispensed with on that day. otherwise sufficient time will 
not he left for the ordinary business of the day. Is that agreeable to the 
House ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : No, 
Sir. .Questions are important. We have heaps of questions, and we want 
to get through them this Session. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : There will be 
nothing else done. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Only one hour, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; Well, then, 
questions uill go on as usual. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Half Past Two of the Clock on 
Monday, tlie 16th September, 1935. 
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SPEECH D?]LiVEEED TO THE COUNCIL OP STx\TE AND TUB 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE 

VJCEIiOY, 

His Excellency the Viceroy havingr arrived in procession Vvdth the 
Presidents of the Council of State and the Legislative Assembly took 
Ms S(‘at on the Dais at Eleven of the Clock. 

His Excellency the Viceroy : Gentlemen, once again it is my 
privilege as Viceroy to address Honourable Members of both Houses and to 
give a brief review of the general conditions affecting India, but before doing 
so, I wish to make a brief reference of a personal character. 

Before I shall have an opportunity of addressing you again, my Govern- 
ment will have said farewell to a valued colleague, and the Upper House to one 
of its most distinguished Members. Field-Marshal Sir Philip Chetwode’s 
term of office as Commander-in-Chief has been one of the most eventful within 
living memory for the Arm / in India, and I cannot let this opportunity pass 
without paying my heartfelt tribute to the value of the outstanding services 
that he has rendered to India. 

In addressing the Members of the Legislative Assembly in January last 
I expressed the hope that local Governments and local committees would 
receive the support of all communities m celebrating the 25th anniversary 
of the accession of His Majesty the King-Emperor to the Tlirone, and that the 
princes and people of India would once more give proof of their devotion 
to the Crown and of their S 3 niipathy for those in need by responding to my 
appeal on behalf of a fund to commemorate the occasion in an appropriate 
manner. I am glad to be able today to acknowledge how magnificently my 
expectations have been fulfilled. From every part of India my Government 
received reports of the genuine and spontaneous exhibitions of enthusiasm which 
accompanied the Jubilee celebrations not only in the larger towns but also in 
small and remote villages. The efforts of a few misguided people here and 
there to mar the occasion only served to show how few such persons were, 
and how out of sympathy with the general spirit of the people of India, who 
everywhere were eager to show their loyalty and devotion to the Crown. The 
response to my appeal has been equally gratifying and it is evidence of the 
generosity of the princes and people of India that the total collections for the 
Mver Jubilee fund amount to the splendid sum of over Rs. 125 lakhs. This 
result could not have been achieved without good organisation and much 
well-directed effort, and to all those, throughout the length and breadth ot the 
land, who have contributed in any way to the success of the Fund I accord 
my grateful thanks. It will, I am certain, be a cause of great satisfaction to 
His Majesty the King-Emperor to know that his Silver Jubilee will for all 
time be associated in India with so great an increase in the resources of institu- 
tions which bring relief to those in sickness and distress. 
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I now turn to Foreign Affairs. As regards Nepal, I would only say that 
1934 added still another year to the long tale of unbroken friendship and 
mutual confidence which are traditional between India and this her only 
Asiatic neighbour within the Himalayan wall. 

In another frontier field there are interesting developments to record. As 
the result of an agreement concluded with His Highness the Maharaja of 
Kashmir in March last, the Civil and Military Administration of the trans-Indus 
portion of the Gilgit Wa.zarat was taken over by the Government of India on the 
1st of last month. The change, without diminishing the suzerain rights of His 
Highness, places undivided local control m the hands of the Government 
of India on an important sector of the Indian frontier. I am happy to be in 
a position to assure the House that the reorganisation has been completed 
without additional expenditure to Indian revenues. 

Beyond the Gfigit frontier stands Sinkiang or Chinese Turkestan, the 
westernmost province of China, In this Province the situation continues to be 
obscure and uncertain. My Government learnt with concern of the distress 
caused by the recent civil turmoil m this friendly and important Province and 
the ensuing dislocation of the ancient commerce between India and China by 
the Karakoram passes The Indian traders in Sinkiang have unfortunately 
suffered much hardship and loss both to life and property, but there are signs 
that the efforts of His Majesty's Consulate at Kashgar in their behalf are 
bearing fruit. Indeed one of the most affecting tributes of loyalty to the 
King-Emperor came from these very traders, who despite all hardships and 
losses in this distant land combmed to contribute a sum of several thousand 
rupees to His Majesty's Silver Jubilee fund. Our sympathies are with the 
local Sinkiang authorities and with the Central Cliinese Government in their 
task of maintaining order and control, a matter of no little neighbourly 
concern to India. 

My Government have under active consideration the question of the 
improvement of trade facilities between India and Afghanistan in the light of 
the report of the Trade Delegation which visited that country from India in 
the spring of last year. In particular it is our desire, if possible, to devise 
means of lessening the difficulties to Indian trade created by the recent adop- 
tion by the Afghan Government of a State trade monopoly system. 

His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India have special 
relations of long standing with the independent rulers of the States on the Arab 
Coast of the Persian Gulf and have accepted special responsibilities towards 
them. In order to strengthen these ties and in view of the fact that the Arab 
Coast has acquired a new and increasing importance as a result of the establish- 
ment of the Imperial iUrways route on that coast and of recent commercial 
developments, His Majesty's Government, with the concurrence of His 
Excellency the Sha&h of Bahrain, have now transferred to Bahrain their naval 
stations hitherto existing at Henjam and Basidu. His Highness the Sultan of 
Muscat, Their Excellencies the Shaikhs of Kuvrait and Bahrain, and certain of 
the Tmcial Coast Shaikhs have concluded agreements with the British Govern- 
ment, which facilitate the passage of the aircraft which form a link of ever- 
increasing importance in the Empire chain of commumcations— a link in which 
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the Government of India have a vital interest. I shall always remember with 
pleasure my meetings with certain of the Arab rulers in the course of my recent 
journeys by air through their territories. Their loyalty to their ancient 
associations with the British Government and the Government of India was on 
that occasion expressed in the most marked manner, and they may rest assured 
that no Viceroy in India can fail to have their interest at heart. 

The frontier province of Baluchistan has been the focus of world-wide 
sympathy on account of the terrible earthquake which, as Honourable Members 
are aware, recently overtook the city of Quetta and the surrounding areas and 
which caused a loss of life and destruction of property probably unprecedented 
in the history of this country. The outstanding feature of the scene of suffering 
and devastation that followed this catastrophe was the prompt and effective 
manner in which the troops of the Quetta garrison — ojBS.cers and men — were 
organised for rehef and rescue work. I had the privilege of paying them all 
my personal tribute of admiration during my recent visit to Quetta. I now 
take this opportunity again of expressing on behalf of the Government of India 
and myself our heartfelt sympathy with all those who have suffered and our deep 
gratitude to those, including the various relief organisations, who have spared 
no efforts to alleviate their suffering and losses ; and, in this connection, I wish 
particularly to bring publicly to your notice the magnificent work that was 
done by the ladies of Quetta for whose untiring and devoted service it is difficult 
to find words of suflSicient praise and appreciation. I must also make mention 
of the most generous way in which Local Governments, particularly of the 
Punjab, Bombay and the North-West Frontier Province, have responded to 
our appeal for help with staff, money and medical and other facilities and we 
are indebted to them and their officers for the efficient organisations set up by 
them for the reception and relief of refugees. My very sincere thai^s are also 
due for the generous and world- wide sympathy that has been shown in response 
to my appeal for funds. It is evident that the damage which has been caused 
amounts to several crores of rupees, and we shall need all the money we can 
collect if we are to be able effectively to relieve the thousands who have been 
rendered homeless and destitute. 

The problem of the delimitation of the undemarcated frontier between 
Burma and China to which I referred when I last addressed this House has 
advanced a stage nearer to solution. As the result of an agreement reached 
between His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom and the Govern- 
ment of India on the one hand and the Chinese Government on the other hand 
by an Exchange of Notes, a Joint Boundary Commission, with a neutral 
Chairman nominated by the League of Nations, has been appointed to deter- 
mine the southern section of the undemarcated boundary between Burma and 
Yunnan. The League has been fortunate m securing the services of Colonel 
Iselin of the Swiss Army as Chairman of the Commission. This officer has 
the experience of having successfully and impartially determined the frontier 
between Iraq and Syria, and is thus particularly well qualified to preside oyer 
the labours of the Commission on the Indo-Chinese frontier. The Gomrnission 
hopes to assemble by the 1st December next and start operations imme- 
diately. 

Whilst on the subject of Burma I would remind Honourable Members 
that when I addressed them in January last, I mentioned that the question of 
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the trade relations between India and Bnrma after separation was the subject 
of conversations between my Government and the Government of Burma. 
These negotiations have now been concluded and the agreement which has been 
reached has been embodied in the Draft Orders in Council which were recently 
published for general information. These Draft Orders will in due course be laid 
before Parliament in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution Act, 
and it would perhaps be inappropriate at this stage to discuss them in any 
detail. I would, however, say that they represent the agreed opinions of my 
Government and of the Government of Burma as to the regime which is best 
calculated to create an atmosphere in which the two countries may, during the 
period of transition, soberly and dispassionately consider the problems of their 
future relations. 

I am aware of the deep interest which Honourable Members have consis- 
tently evinced, since the legislation of last year, in the position of Indians in 
Zanzibar. The general question is still the subject of discussion between the 
Secretary of State for India and the Secretary of State for the Colonies. The 
decision of the Secretary of State for the Colonies that, if specific cases of hard- 
ship alleged to have resulted from the operation of the Cloves Decrees, are 
brought locally to the notice of the Government of Zanzibar, they will be most 
carefully investigated by that Government and, if necessary, brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for the Colonies has already been announced. 
All that I can do at this stage is to assure Honourable Members of the unceasing 
vigilance and solicitude of my Government. 

Honourable Members will remember that in the course of my last address 
to the two Houses of the Central Legislature I referred to the outcome of Mr. 
Menon's enquiries regarding the probable effects of the Marketing Bill, which 
had been gazetted in Kenya, on the interests of Indians. His report has since 
been published together with the comments of the Governors of Kenya, Uganda 
and Tanganyika. I also informed Honourable Members that in deference to 
the wishes of the Government of India the Kenya Government had agreed to 
defer progress with the Bill pending consideration of Mr, Menon’s report. It 
was not to be expected that legislation, which had already been announced on 
the lines of that existing in the sister territories of Uganda and Tanganyika, 
and of which the primary object was to improve methods of marketing, would 
be abandoned. The Government of India, therefore, bent their efforts to 
securing such amendments in the Bill as would reduce the hardships and remove 
the apprehensions of the Indian trading community in Kenya. The provision 
of the Bill which evoked the liveliest criticism was that relating to the grant of 
exclusive licences. It was feared that if, as was originally proposed, the 
Governor-in-Councilwas entitled to issue exclusive licences without reference to 
the Legislative Council, there would be neither sufficient publicity nor adequate 
opportunity for discussing the question whether the issue of such licences was 
necessary or justified. In order to meet this objection the Government of 
Kenya have inserted a provision in the Bill to the effect that the application 
of the principle of an ext lusive licence to any particular type of produce shall be 
effected by motion in the Legislative Council after 14 days’ notice has been 
given* Apart from the question of exclusive licences, the chief anxiety of 
Indians was that the number of buying centres might be unduly restricted, and 
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that they irdght be located at inconvenient distances &om existing markets. 
In this respect the Government of Kenya had agreed to give an assurance that 
all important markets existing at present would be declared as buying centres. 
It is understood that the Government of Kenya have gone further and have 
inserted an amendment in the Bill itself providing that trading centres will 
automatically be markets under the Ordinance. Certain subsidiary amend- 
ments, such as the provision that reasDns for the refusal to grant or renew a 
Hcence shall be recorded in writing, have also been effected. Above aU a cate- 
gorical assurance has been given both by the Colonial OJBice and by the Govern- 
ment of Kenya that the Bill is not racial m its intention and will not be racial 
in its operation. These are important safeguards. As Honourable Members 
are aware, the Secretary of State for the Colonies has agreed that the Bill should 
not be brought into operation until he has had an opportunity of considering 
it as passed, if necessary, in consultation with the Secretary of State for India, 
The way is, therefore, still open to further representations by us, should these 
become necessary. 

A subject of considerable general interest and importance on which I should 
lik e to dwell is the activities of the Indian Eeseaich Fund Association. The 
Association depends fox its activities primarily on funds provided by Govern- 
ment. The Central Legislature is represented on its Governing Body by two 
members elected by the Legislative Assembly and one menibei elected by the 
Council of State, but I am not suie whether the nature or extent of the vfork 
done by the Association are widely known. This must be my excuse for re- 
ferring to the subject. 

I think I am correct in saying that the Association which was founded in 
1911 was the first organisation of its kind to be constituted in the British 
Empire ; the Medical Research Council in England was started only durmg the 
Great War. An increasing degree of public interest is being directed to-wards 
the graver diseases which afilict our country, such as malaria, kala-azar and 
cholera. In kala-azar notable success has been achieved through investigations 
made by a special Commission appointed by the Association and through ancil- 
lary enquiries which it partly financed. As a result, this disease which at one 
time seemed so menacing a problem in the Eastern parts of India may now be 
said to have been brought definitely under control Duiing more recent years 
the problems associated with cholera have been receiving intensive study, and 
I am informed that there is considerable hope that the enquiries now being 
carried out will throw new light on many of the puzzling features of this for- 
midable epidemic disease. Malaria is a disease of more widespread incidence 
and presents more varied problems. I need hardly remind Honourable Mem- 
bers that it was an officer of the Indian Medical Service who discovered how the 
disease is transmitted and thereby pointed out the course of subsequent 
investigation. It is, therefore, in the fitness of things that India 
should continue to take a leadmg part in the investigation of 
malarial problems. The Malaria Survey of India organised by the 
Indian Research Fund Association has been at work for years past and 
has achieved notable results. As an illustration of its activities I may add 
that, at the moment, one of its parties is engaged in a survey of Quetta and its 
environments where malaria has been, and is, one of the major problems of 
public health. 
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All of ns, perhaps, are familiar by now with the term '' deficiency disease ” 
and all that it connotes. The Eesearch Fund Association has been for long 
cognisant of its fundamental importance and amnng its most notable achieve- 
ments are the researches in nutrition carried out in Ooonoor by Sir Robert 
McCarrison who has earned a world-wide reputation and has brought credit 
to himself and to India. The results of researches carried out under the 
auspices of the Association are published from time to time m the Indian 
Joimal of Medical Research and the Records of the Malaria Survey— publi- 
cations issued under its authority— but fcr the convenience of the general 
public non-technical articles are also issued pericdically to the lay press. 

The account that I have given of the activities of the Association has had 
to be brief. It must not be regarded as exhaustive. But if it shoiJd s^ive 
to focus interest on a branch of research which is of the utmost importance 
to the welfare of the country, my object will have been served. Fcr interest 
begets sympathy and sympathy encouragement. The lot of the research 
worker is often to miss both, because of the highly technical nature of his 
investigation and the comparative infrequency of dramatic discoveries. But 
these latter, when they come, are the culmination cf years of patient toil by 
men whose normal reward is only the satisfaction lhat conies of duty 
conscientii^usly done. Our more enlightened age should at least lend them 
the encouragement of a public consciousness of the essentially cumulative 
character of scientific discovery. 

Honourable Members will be interested to hear of a recent decision taken 
by my Government about the disposal of our surplus stocks of quimne. 
Although Public Health is a transferred provincial subject, the Government 
of India decided, some time ago, that they should maintain a reserve of 150,000 
Ihs. of this drug in order to meet possible emergencies. The recent distress- 
ing experience of Ceylon where the incidence of malaria on an unprcccd<'nted 
scale last year rapidly depleted locally available supplies has en'phasiscd the 
wisdom cf this decision. The surplus to which I have referred represents 
the stock of quinine in the possession of the Government of India over and 
above this reserve. The question of its disposal has been engaging tbe atten- 
tion of my Government for some time past. Considering the constitutional 
position, we were under no obligation to distribute it to Local Governments 
below the prevailing market rates. Nevertheless in 1932 Local Governments 
were offered supplies, in addition to their normal annual requirements, at a price 
lower than the cost of production, so that they may be enabled to extend 
quininisation ’’ of the people at a smaller cost than would be inciiri ed if these 
additional requirements were obtained at current market prices. This scheme 
fell through mainly because Local Governments found themselves unable to 
buy the entire surplus stock with sufficient rapidity even at the reduced price. 
The Government of India then endeavoured, with the full consent cf past 
Public Accounts Committees, to sell this surplus to trade agencies, not with a 
view to financial profit but ill order to convert into cash a conmicdity for which 
there was no eficetive official demand and thus make available funds that might 
be utilised for some useful purpose of public benefit. These efforts not having 
met with appreciable success, it was decided recently to distribute 45,CC0 lbs. 
free to Local Governments subject to the condition that this amount will 



ADDRESS BY HTS EXCELLENCY TBE VICEROY. 


1019 


be distribiited free over and above the quantities whick Local Governments 
may now be distributing at tbeir expense. The amount wliicb is proposed 
to be distributed comes to more than half the available surphiSj which at 
the end of June last was only 79,000 lbs. and represents, at the cuiient market 
price of quinine, a gift of Rs, 10 lakhs to the provinces. It is hoped that the 
bulk of this wull reach the masses m the rural areas and supplement, in the 
field of public health, the assistance that the contributicn of one crore 
announced by the Honourable the Finance Member during his last budget 
speech was designed to provide towaids luial reconstruction. 

You will, I think, expect me to make some mention of a matter which, 
particularly at the present tune, is of great public mtercst. I refer to India’s 
foreign trade. Nine months ago 1 ventured to express some degree of cautious 
optimism in spite of the disabiUiies under which intei national trade was 
then labouring. It is a matter for regret that, world conditions still show 
little sign of the long awaited recovery. On the contrary, yet another of 
our most important inaikcls, namely, itah, has been obhged to impose a 
system of drastic control over iinpoits, in oidci to protect her foreign cxcLaiige 
position. Nevertheless, I feel that I am justified, so far as India is coixtnied, 
in repeating that note of optimism. India's exports of merchandise for the 
first four months of the present trade year show^ an iuciease of more than 
crores over the figures for the corresponding period of 1933, and 
though they show a comparatively small increase of H lakhs over last 
year^s total, it must bo remembered that 1934: was marked by exceptional 
purchases of raw cotton by Japaar. On this one head of our trade accounts 
alone, namely, cotton purchase by Japan, there has been a decrease of over 
3| crores in the present year. Omitting this exceptional item, India s 
export trade in other commodities has unproved by 3 crores in compari- 
son with last year. Honourable Members may be interested mere parlicii- 
larly in tlie results of our trading with Germany and Italy — countries 
in which the most stringent measures of control have been imposed. 
In the case of Germany our information is based on the reports ^ of 
OUT Trade Commissioner in Hamburg, who has made a critical examina- 
tion of the German import statistics. Mr. Gupta informs us that in 
the last quarter of 1934 the balance of trade was against India to the 
extent of 2J per cent. In the first quarter of 1935 the balance was even, 
showing an exchange of goods valued at 26 million Reichsmarks. For the 
second quarter of 1935 the balance has again swung in India s favour and 
Germany has imported from India, goods valued at 31 million Reichsmarxs 
against exports to India of 24 million only. Again, in the case of Italy, contrary 
to what might have been expecred from the new and stringent system of import 
control, oui exports in the first four months of this year have fallen off by 6 
per cent only. 

I quote these figures in no spirit of complacency. My Government are faJy 
alive to the dangers with which the course of international trade is now beset 
and they will continue to watch the situation with the most anxious care. 

Before I leave this subject, may 1 bring one circumstance to the notice of 
those who may have found little consolation in a comparison of the trade 
figures of pre-depression years with those of the present day ? I would Svsk 
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ttem to remember that world prices of primary commodities have fallen some 
45 per cent, since 1929, and that values in themselves are no true index to the 
variation in the quantum of trade. 

I turn now to certain industrial matters of interest. The coal industry in 
particular has been prominent in our thoughts in recent months. You will, 
I am sure, share my deep regret at the two tragic mining disasters which recent- 
ly occurred within a month of each other and in which 81 persons in all lost their 
lives. The second of these accidents was, with one exception, the worst min- 
ing disaster that has occurred in India. In spite of all that care and foresight 
can do, mining remains in every country in the world a dangerous occupation, 
and our record in India in this matter hitherto has been comparatively good. 
These two last disasters have each been referred for investigation to Statu- 
tory Courts of Enquiry by the Government of Bihar and Orissa, and I do not, 
therefore, desire to comment further upon them except to say that I trust that 
the results of the Courts’ investigations will be to indicate some steps by which 
the risk of the recurrence of such events can be mininised. 

I noted with pleasure the passing at your last Session of the Mines 
(Amendment) Act which wiU reduce the hours of labour, wiU give further pro- 
tection to children and will effect a number of other reforms. It will come into 
force in a fortnight’s time, and I hope that it will prove effective in increasing 
the welfare and e£S.ciency of the mmers. 

As most of you are probably aware we have now constituted within the 
Government of India a Bureau of Industrial Intelligence and Research, and the 
Advisory Council for this subject held recently its first meeting in Simla. I am 
glad to say that we have secured the co-operation of the Provincial Govern- 
ments, of the leading States and of prominent non-officials on this Council. 
We have started on a small scale, but it is hardly necessary for me to emphasise 
the increasing importance of industrial research and intelligence for the advance- 
ment of industry. It is my hope that, as this work develops, it may prove 
of substantial assistance to Indian industrialists and particularly to those who, 
by reason of the small scale on which they work, are unable to undertake 
research for themselves or, in present conditions, to avail themselves of ade- 
quate expert advice. 

Civil Aviation is a subject which will, during the next few years, force 
itself increasingly upon us all. You will remember that about a year ago we 
undertook an important programme of development, designed primarily to 
bring the main Trans-India route and certain internal routes into line with 
modem ideas. In order to ensure the close co-operation required between the 
Civil Aviation experts and the engineers, we have formed a special Civil Avia- 
tion Circle in the Central Public Works Department to carry out the programme 
directly. The estimated cost of the works was Rs. 92 * 57 lakhs and you will be 
interested to hear that orders have already been placed for hangars at a total 
cost of Rs. 16 lakhs and for lighting equipment at a cost of approximately 
Rs. 9| lakhs. Progress with works for which special surveys have to be made 
will naturally be rather slower, but the outlines of the programme as a whole 
axe being filled in. We are now faced with the introduction of regular night 
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fljdng and with a greatly increased intensity of the Trans-India services. These 
changes will involve certain important adjustments within the original pro- 
gramme, and I hope that our ground organisation will be developed fast enough 
to meet the demands of the air. 

A less spectacular but not less useful branch of official activity is the 
administration of the Eoad Fund. Your Kesolutions of April, 1934, prolonged 
the life of the Road Account indefinitely and made it possible for the Standing 
Committee on Roads to take a longer and perhaps a more generous view in 
dealing with the demands of the Provinces. A special contribution of Rs. 40 
lakhs to the reserve in the Account was a most welcome addition to the sum 
available for distribution, and in March last the Standing Committee was 
able to approve in general outline the distribution of approximately Rs. 118 
lakhs from the reserve, this sum representing resources actually in hand plus 
the additional resources likely to accrue daring the execution of the works. 
We have not forgotten the Provinces which are most in need of help for road 
development, and the scheme approved by the Committee allows for grants 
of Rs. 25 lakhs and Rs. 12-| lakhs to Assam and Bihar and Orissa, respectively. 
The needs of the new Provinces of Orissa and Sind will be specially considered : 
surveys are in progress ]n Orissa and wiU shortly be undertaken in Sind. 

You are aware that for some time past my Government have been giving 
attention to the development of broadcasting. At the last Session of the 
Legislative Assembly a fund of Rs. 20 lakhs was created for this purpose, and 
we are now considering to which of our many needs this fund should be de- 
voted. We are already erecting a large transmitting station m Delhi to broad- 
cast programmes in English and in Urdu. This station will, I hope, be ready 
for use before the end of this year, A large transmitting station at Madras 
will certainly be needed and we hope to instal new and powerful transmitters 
at the existing stations at Calcutta and Bombay. Whether it will be possible 
within the resources now at our disposal to instal four relay receivers and two 
short-wave stations to complete a broadcasting framework for India as a ’whole, 
I cannot yet say. A more detailed investigation of costs will be made during 
the coming winter, and a definite scheme for the expenditure of the sum in- 
cluded in the fund will tJien be prepared. 

It is a matter of great disappointment to me that the improvement in 
railway earnings, which was so welcome a feature of the previous year, has 
suffered a set-back during the current jeai, though I hope it is only 
temporary. Till the middle of August railway earnings have been 
about half a crore below those of last year, and unless there is a change for the 
better soon the position of Indian railways will again become serious. I can 
only add at present that my Government are fully alive to the gravity of the 
situation and are in consultation with those responsible for the administratioa 
of Indian railways in order that whatever steps are possible may be taken to 
improve their net earnings. 

This year has seen an important step forward in the development of the 
financial organisation of India. On the 1st of April last the Reserve Bank 
of India came into existence and assumed responsibility for the management of 
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the currency and exchange, and for making the sterling remittances of the 
Government of India. -The Gold Standard Reserve and tbe Paper Currency 
Reserve were on that date amalgamated and transferred to the control of the 
Bank. The Bank is at present contmuing to issue Government of India cur- 
rency notes in the form with which the public is familiar. In due course these 
will be replaced by the Bank’s own notes. The Bank did not assume its full 
responsibilities as head of the credit organisation of India until the beginning of 
July when the scheduled banks were required to make their deposits. Prom 
that date the Reserve Bank became a central banl^ in the full meaning of the 
term and on 4th July declared its bank rate for the first time. 

In March last the L^^gislature approved of the proposal that out of last year’s 
revenue surplus a sum of Rs. 113 lakhs should be distributed to the Provinces for 
the purpose of improving the conditions of life in the villages. This action, I am 
glad to say, has beeu universally welcomed throughout India. Rs. 15 lakhs of 
this grant were set apart for assisting the co-operative movement. The Local 
Governments were invited to make recommendations as to the most profitable 
use to which the balance could be piih and their proposals have been scrutinised 
by the Government of India, before fckeir approval was accorded. A statement 
has recently been laid on the table of this House which shows the objects to 
wliich the money is being devoted. The objects are various, since they are 
adjusted to the needs of the different parts of the country. Out of the total 
grant, over Rs. 25 lakhs will be spent on village water-supply and irrigation, 
nearly Rs. 19 lakhs on schemes for general improvement m the \ullages, Rs 12 
lakhs on the improvement of village roads, and Rs. 10 lakhs on sanitation and 
medical work. A sign of the times is that in certain Provinces money will be 
spent on arrangements for broadcasting instruction and entertainment in the 
villages. My hope is that this grant will prove the beginning of a steady advance 
throughout India in improving the conditions of life in the villages in which 
nine-tenths of the population live. 

Since I last addressed you the Government of India Bill has received the 
Royal Assent and has become the Government of India Act, 1935. A great 
and difficult task has thus been completed by Parliament, after an expression, 
dhect or indii’ect, of the views of all sections of the peoples of British India 
and prolonged consultation ■\\ith the Princes of India. Here and in England 
views of every nature, extreme or moderate, advanced or conservative, have 
been expressed. We have all sought to obtain this provision or that in the 
Constitution and we have all sometimes succeeded and sometimes failed. Tt is 
the business of men of piacti(‘al wisdom now to forget the individual issues 
upon which opinion has differed and to consider the sum and substance of our 
total aeliievenient. On suefi a consideration we must, 1 think^ conclude that 
the gain to India is great,. 

I do not, therefore, on this occasion desire to invite your attention to any of 
the particular provisions of fche Act, but I would ask you to consider two broad 
features of the new Constitution and desire to give you, if I may, one word of 
advice. 

It is a matter of great satisfaction to me that during my Viceroyalty there 
has been made possible a consummation which many of the great rulers of India 
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througli the ages desired to see but did not see and which was hardly in sight 
when I myself took office over four years ago. I mean that the Act for the 
first time in the history of India consohdates the whole of India, State and 
British, for purposes of common concern under a single Government. India for 
the first time can become one great country. 

The second broad feature, in contrast with the existing Constitution, is that 
the Governments of India under the new Constitution will draw their authority 
by direct devolution from the Crown just as Dominion G jvernments do. They 
will cease to be agents and will stand forth as full political and juristic personali- 
ties exercising the functions of His Majesty. 

The first feature to which I have referred is the consuminatioii of ap-long 
efioits, not only of the British Government but of all great Eulers in inciia from 
Asoka onwards. The second feature is the necessary preliminary and best 
augury for the full attainment by India of the political character winch the 
most developed of Ills Majest3'’s dominions enjoy. 

My experience of India now extends over two decades, and I have also had 
no inconsiderable experience of the theory and practice of political life in other 
parts of the British Emphe. It is out of that long and full experience and out of 
the genuine S3mipalhy which I ha'^^e ever felt for india’s political aspira- 
tions that I give you this word of Sincere adduce. Nothing is to be gained 
by w’-orldng the Constitution in a spirit of mere destruction or by 
the abandonment of constitutional methods. The new Constitution con- 
tains wirhin it great potentialities of de^^elopment. Ever}i3hing is to be 
gained by taking up the new proffered role of a consolidated India and a 
Ml political personality and b}^ developing the Constitution till it, in 
due season, sheds those limitations and restrictions which have been designed 
for the period of its growTh. The abandonment of constitutional methods has 
never led us anywhere in the past and wall never lead us anywhere in the 
future. 

It will not lie m3" task to introduce the new Constitution, nor to join with 
you in its constitutional and, I trust, harmonious development. I shall hand 
over that task to one wTio comes eqiupxied with great technical knowiedge of our 
new Constitution, for he has himself been a builder in the construction of your 
policy, one who will I know bring to the service of the Crown here the fullest 
sympathy with your aspirations and ideals. 1 feel the greatest confidence 
that, when he comes to the stage which 1 have now reached in my life here as 
Viceroy he wuJl look back on a period fraught with great good to the fortunes 
of India, enriched by the same kindhness wiiich you wull assuredly accord to 
him as you have so generously accorded fco me. 

Your thoughts are no doubt occupied, as mine are, by forecasts of the 
steps by which and at which the new Constitution will be brought into opera- 
tion. it is impossible for me at this stage to give any indication of precise dates. 
But, as 3"ou are no doubt aware, all branches of my Government and all the Pro- 
vincial Governments in India are actively and industriously engaged on the 
problems which must be solved before the new Constitutions in Provinces and 
at the Centre can be introduced. We shall spare no efforts which will enable us 
to introduce the new order of things at the earliest possible date. 
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In conformity with this intention, the Committee appointed by His 
Majesty’s Government to report on the delimitation of constituencies and 
connected problems will assemble in Simla before the end of the present month, 
that is within two months of the date of the Royal Assent. We have secured 
as the Chairman of that Committee an electoral authority of great eminence in 
Sir Laurie Hammond, while with him will be associated two Indian members 
whose experience as High Court Judges ensures that judicial outlook and 
strict impartiality which are so essential. The problems which face the 
Committee are of great complexity, but I am confident that they will prove 
equal to the task. 

In conclusion I wish to make an appeal, which is not new, but which is 
uppermost in my mind at the present time. No system of Parliamentary 
Government can be expected to work successfully and for the benefit of the 
people as a whole vrithout the existence of a spirit of accommodation and a 
willingness on the part of all sections of the people to prefer the wider interests 
of the whole body-politic to the narrower interests of their own particular 
section. As I said not long ago in a speech at Allahabad, the shadow of 
communal strife is hanging at this time over India. It is a shadow of evil 
portent and a cause of constant anxiety not only to all Governments in India 
but to all thoughtful and responsible people. If India is to enter on her new 
Constitution in conditions favourable to its successful development, that 
shadow must be dispelled and I would appeal to all those who love this country 
and desire to see it well governed by its own people to show a spirit of tolerance 
and goodwill and to work for the creation of greater friendliness among all 
communities. 

On Thursday last the Legislative Assembly to the regret of my Govern- 
ment and myself refused by a majority to take into consideration the Bill to give 
permanence to the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Act, 1931, and to certain 
provisions of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1932. I had hoped that the 
Assembly would share with Government the responsibility for this measure. 
Their refusal to do so has transferred the responsibility to me and after taking 
time to consider all the implications of action or inaction on my part I have 
decided, in discharge of my responsibility for the safety, tranquillity and 
interests of British India, to give the Assembly an opportunity to reconsider 
their decision, and the Bill will be brought before that House again in a recom- 
mended form. The arguments for and against the Bill have already been 
discussed at great length on the floor of the Legislative Assembly, and I shall, 
therefore, state as briefly as possible my own reasons for considering the passage 
of the Bill to be essential. We are on the eve of important changes m the Consti- 
tution of India. Within the next two years the primary responsibility for the 
maintenance of peace and good government in the Provinces will be transferred 
to Ministries responsible to the Legislatures. I consider it my imperative 
duty to use such powers as I possess to secure that that transfer takes place 
in the most favourable conditions possible to the stability and success of these 
new Governments. Dangerous subversive movements are still active in the 
country. Communal unrest as I have already said is unfortunately a more 
serious danger than for many years past. The experience of all Local Govern- 
ments has been that the provisions of this Bill give them powers which are 
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effective in keeping these movements in check and in preventing the publica- 
tion of incitements to communal dissension. They are unanimous in consider- 
ing the retention of these powers essential. I am myself satisfied that they 
are right and that I would be failing in my duty if I did not use my special 
powers to secure that these Governments have these powers during the re- 
mainder of the present Constitution and that the new Governments shall 
also have them when they take over the reins of Government. 

And now I leave you. Gentlemen, to continue your labours of this present 
Session, and I do so with full confidence that you will continue to maintain the 
traditions and dignity which have always characterised the proceedings of both 
our Legislative Chambers. (Loud and Prolonged Applause.) 
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The AsseinLly met in the Assembly Chamber at Half Past Two of 
the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim) in the 
Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Incokveniences to Passengebs at Raja-ki-Mandi Railway Station in 

Agra. 

372. '^Pandit Sri Krishna Dntta Paliwal : (a) Is it a fact that 
Raja-Ki-Mandi railway station in Agra, on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway line, is the only station in the heart of the city f 

ib) Is it also a fact that even mail trains stop there ? 

(c) is it further a fact that the platform at that station is very low f 

{d) What is the stoppage of trains at the above station f 

ie) Are Government aware that most of the Agra passengers are 
put to great inconvenience on account of the lowness of the platform 
and short stoppage ? If so, what steps, if any, do Government pro- 
pose to take to remove these inconveniences ? 

Mr. P. E. Ran : (a) and {b). Yes. 

(c) The down platform is one foot and the up platform eleven inches 
above rail level. 

(cZ) Two trains stop for two minutes each, six stop for three minutes 
each, two for five minutes each, one for eight minutes and one for ten 
minutes, 

(e) I am bringing the Honourable Member’s suggestion to the notice 
of the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, for consideration. 

Non-Existence op Labels on Coolies indicating Luggage Fare at the 
Agra Fort Railway Station. 

373. ^Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : {a) Is it a fact that 
the coolies at both (East Indian Railway and Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Raslway) the Port Stations in Agra wear no label indicating their 
luggage fare ? 

(Z)) Are Government aware that passengers are put to great in- 
convenience on account of the non-existence of the labels indicating 
luggage fare f If so, what steps do Government propose to take to 
remove tins inconvenience to the travelling public ? 

M. P. B. Ban : (a) There is only one Agra Fort station which is 

worked by the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. I understand 
that the coolies at that station wear no such label. 

(b) The Agent has reported that the inconvenience has not been 
brought to bis notice. He has been a^^ked to consider the desirability of 
arranging for such labels. 

Want op a Bridge at the Railway Crossing near the Agra Cantonment 
Station on the Agra-Jognar Road. 

374. ^Pandit Sii Krishna Dutta Paliwal : (a) Is it a fact that 
there is no bridge at the railway crossing near the Agia Cantt. Station 
of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway on the Agra-Jognar Road Line f 
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(h) Is it also a fact that people are put to great havclsliip -on acconut 
of the above fact ? 

(tO liave Government received any represeatilic'ns fi'oin public 
asking them to construct a bridge there ? 

id) "Will Government be pleased to lay those repi’-'S^rtations on the 
table of Ibis House and also state the date of each representation together 
with the steps taken on them ? 

(e) Have any complaints been lodged or legal steps taken by any 
member of the public against the railway authorities in connection with 
the hardship ? If so^ when, by whom, and with what results ? 

(/} Woat steps do Government propose to take to remove this hard- 
siiip ? 

Mr. P. B. Rati : Enquiries are being made from the Railway Adminis- 
tration and a reply will be laid on the table in due course. 

Exemption of Disability Pensions from the Income-tax. 

37^*^. '‘"Pandit Sri Krislina Bntta Pahwal : Is it .1 iaet that disability 
pensions are exempt from the income-tax f If so, to what extent 1 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : Yes, pensions granted to members of IJis Majesty ^s 
Naval, Mililarj^ or Air Forces, British or Indian, or of the Auxiliary 
Force, India, or of the Indian Territorial Force, or of the. Royal Indian 
Marine, tvho have been invalided from service with sueli forces on 
account of bodily disability attributable to\ or aggravated by, such 
service are totally exempt from income-tax. 

Double Disability War Pension Cases. 

376 "^Pandit Sri Krislina Dutta Paliwal ; Is It *1 fact thal the 
pension of an officer, suffering from double disability, one clue to service 
in the Great War, and the other due to post war service, shall be specially 
assessed, vide paragraphs 40 and 81 •of the Pension Regulations, India f 

{b) Is it a fact that the post war service in Cantonments in India 
is included in the term Post War service ? 

Mr. G. E. P. Tottenham : {a) and (5). Yes. 

Propaganda against India through Films like '' Bengali ’’ and India 
Speaks ” in Europe and America. 

377. 'Dr. P. N, Banerjea : Will Government 00 pleased to slate 
what steps have been taken to prevent the spread of false propaganda 
against India through scandalous films like ^ Bengali ^ and ‘ India Speaks ' 
in Europe and America f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : As I stated in reply to questions 
on March 27th last, the Government of India addressed the Secretary 
of State in this matter, pointing out that censorship in India is conducted 
so as to exclude from exhibition films which are calculated to wound 
the susceptibilities of any foreign nation and that, for that reason, the 
Government of India were of opinion that India should be accorded 
reciprocal treatment in this matter whenever necessary. We have since 
heard from the Secretary of State that there is no official censorship 
on films in America, but there is an unofficial arrangement whereby 
producing companies in Hollywood do, in their own interests, make a 
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practice of seeking advice on tke suitability for Empire audiences of 
films which they propose to produce. This is in the interests of the 
companies themselves because the Empire market is a very valuable 
one. It is most unfortunate that this arrangement did not prevent the 
production of the offensive parts of the two films mentioned by the 
Honourable Member. But the Government of India have been in- 
formed that the producers of the film India Speaks” have taken to 
heart the adverse reception of that film both in America and elsewhere 
and its ban by the British Board of Censors, whose lead is usually 
followed by censors in other parts of the Empire, and will be reluctant 
to allow any similar films to be released in future. As it was believed 
that the film wms no longer being produced and as there is no official 
censorship in America His Majesty’s Government felt that no useful 
purpose would be served by making representations to tlie Government 
of the United States of America, 

2. The film '' Bengali ” is reported to be the same as the film The 
Lives of a Bengal Lancer ” which has been exhibited in many places 
in India without objection. Certain portions of the film were excised 
by the .Madras and Bombay Boards of Censors and, as a result of re- 
presentations made by His Majesty’s Government, the publixsliers ox the 
film agreed to excise some portions from the copies of ihe film issued 
for exhibition in England. The copy shown in Vienna, to which 
references ■were made in the Indian Press, seems to have been an original 
cop 3 " and, by the time that the representation made by His Majesty’s 
Government reached His Majesty’s Ambassador in Austria, the film 
w^as at the end of its run in Vienna and the Ambassador thought that it 
would then be neither advisable nor appropriate to make any repre- 
sentation to tlie Austrian Government. 

3. I should like to assure the House that the Government of India 
share the resentment of Honourable Members against the exhibition of 
films picKiring India in an unfavourable light. They hope that the 
arrangement at Hollywood will in future prevent the production of such 
films at xliat place and they will take such steps as are possible to stop 
the exhibition of any such films both in India and elsewhere whenever 
they come to notice. 

Dr. P. N, Banerjea : Are Government aware that a third film en- 
titled Ever f body Loves Music ” has recently been exhibited in wdiich 
Mahatma Gandhi has been depicted as dancing with a European 
woman ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I have not heard of it. AYhere 
was exhibited ? 

Dr. P, N. Banerjea : In America, produced most probably by the 
'' American Company ”, 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : If the Honourable Member will 
kiudl/ give details, I will make enquiries. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Will Government consider the deskahility of 
banning all American Company ” films if our repreS(3ntation3 do not 
bear fruit ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not think that arixses. Our 
representations haie so far proved fruitful. The Ho'nourable Member 
means banning of entry of all American films into India ? 
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Dr. P., N. Banerjea : American films issued by this Company, the 
American Company, which issued India Speaks '' Bengali and 
the third film. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik ; They are all of the same 
company ? 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Yes, this particular company, — ^the iimerican 
Company 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I will consider it. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact 
that a new film is projected which is supported by missmi juries m this 
country, depicting the scandalous habits of the people, the disgraceful 
religions of the people ? May I ask the Honourable Member if he will 
be good enough to make enquiries ? I am obliged to the Honourable 
Member for the full and sympathetic answer he has given. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am not aware of that. Is it 
the Honourable Member’s point that the film is being manufactured in 
India V 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Outside India, but supported by the missiona- 
ries m this country. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; If the Honourable Member will 
give me full details, I will make an enquiry. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Will the Honourable Member 
be pleased to state whether there is no law by which objeciiojiable film 
or picture can be banned in America ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : We have made enquiries, and 
we are told that there is no official censorship there. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Apart from official censorship, 
if an obscene picture is put on boards, is there no law by which that 
film can be banned ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am not sure about the American 
law', but I understand that there is no official censorship. Ail that 
happpiis is that Hollywood producing firms regularly commit our Consul 
at lios Angelos or siomewhere and take his advice as to the suitability 
of films for British Empire audiences. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What does the American Goy- 
ernment themselves do in case they desire to prohibit any picture on 
political or moral grounds ? Is there any method whereby they can do 
this j 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : As far as I know, there is no 
censorship at all. 

Indians employed in, and India’s Conteibution towaebs, the League 

OF Nations. 

378. *^Dr. P N. Banerjea : Will Government be pleased to state : 
(a) the number of Indians employed in the different departments 
of the League of Nations during the recent years ; and 
(h) the amount of annual contribution made by India to the 
League of Nations as compared to the contributions of other 
countries ? 


L217IiAD 
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The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) During recent years liie 
number of permanent Indian employees bas been seven, Tbe number 
has recently been reduced to six by the death of Mr. Cbatterjee. in 
whose place, however, another Indian will, it is believed, be appointed. 
There are also understood to be about three temporary Indian employees, 
but temporary employees are not shown in the staif lists. 

(h^ The Honourable Member will find complete information on pages 
1264-1265 of the League of Nations Official Journal, 15th Year, No 10 
(Part II) of October, 1934, a copy of which is in the Library. 

Dr, F. N. Banerjea : With regard to clause (a), what is the number 
of Britishers employed in the office of the League of Nations ^ 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I have given a complete list 
twice in answer to questions since I came into this House. All the 
names and nationalities will be found in the pages of the list I have 
referred to. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Has the attention of the Government been drawn 
to the speech of His Highness the Aga Khan m which he declared that 
Indian criticism of the League was growing and complained of the 
Leagnie^s lack of universality, want of representation of Indians on it 
and also the magnitude of the contribution made by India to the League 
of Nations ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I have not seen it, Sir. 
Selection oe Delegates to the Session oe the League oe Nations, 

379. '^Dr. P. N. Banerjea : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the method so far adopted in selecting delegates to the sessions of the 
League of Nations ^ 

(b) Are Government prepared to consider the desirabdity of select- 
ing delegates in future on the recommendation of this House ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) The delegates are ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of State acting in consultation with the Gov- 
ernment of India 

(h) No. 

Dr. P N. Banerjea : Is it not a fact that the representatives of other 
Governments are also representatives of the Legislatureis of those coun- 
tries f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar ; I do not believe that is cor- 
rect, but I have not got full information. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Will there be any harm if the Assembly be con- 
sulted at the time of sending the delegates ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The difficulty is that the 
delegate who goes there is supposed to represent the views of the Gov- 
ernment of India and not the views of this House. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : Is it the postulate of Government that the Gov- 
ernment and this House can never agree, and whoever the House elects 
is bound to have an opinion different from thq Government Cannot 
the Government make an honest attempt to agree with us in this 
matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : He may liave, but be mav not 

have 
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Mr. S. Satyamiurti : May I ask the reason why Government refuse 
to consider the desirability of selecting delegates in consnltatJon with 
this House 

The Honourable Sir Mripendra Sircar : Because he may not have the 
same opinion as the Government of India. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I take it that this House ought to have no 
representative on the League of Nations, but the Government alone 
should select him ? 

The Honourable Sir Ifripendra Sircar : That is an inference that the 
Honourable Member is entitled to draw, though I do not agree. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is this House to be treated not as a part, but 
as an excrescence of the Government of India ? 

(No answer.) 

Amount collected under the Salt (Additional Import Duty) Act in 

Bengal. 

380. *Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(а) the total amount collected under the Salt Duty (Additional) 

Act in Bengal from the commencement up to the end of the 
financial year 1933-34 ; 

(б) the amount made over to the Government of Bengal ; and 
(c) the amount spent by the Government of Bengal for the resus- 
citation of the salt industry in Bengal f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) Rs. 25,02,518. 

(/)) Rs. 13,52,700. 

(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply that I gave 
to Mr. S. C. Mitra's question No. 645 on the 20th August, 1934. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Have the Government of India asked the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal why they have not spent the money for legitimate 
purposes ? Is this not a misapplication of public funds ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Certainly not. If the Honour- 
able Member will refer to the question to which I have given him a 
reference, he will see quite clearly that the Government of Bengal nave 
not misapplied the money. 

Terms of Reference of the Income-tax Enquiry Committee. 

38j. P. N Banerjea : (a) Will Govermnont be pleased to state 
the terms of reference under which a committee has recently been ap- 
pointed to investigate the existing system of income-tax administration i 

(6) Do Government intend to invite the opinions of public bodies 
and individuals interested in the matter ? 

Tlie Honourable Sir James Grigg : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to my remarks on these points in the Report of the Proceedings 
of the Assembly for the 4th of April last. (Page 3667.) 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea : What were those remarks ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; I cannot repeat them at length. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Will the Legislative Assembly be asked to 
express an opinion on the Report ? 

L217LAD b2 
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The Honourable Sir Janes Grigg : I cannot say. When the report 
is made, I will consider the question of publication and placing it before 
the Assembly. 

Acceleeation of the Subxjeban Seevices on the East Indian and Eastern 

Bengal Railways. 

S82. *^Dr. P, N. Banerjea : Are Government prepared to consider 
the desirability of accelerating the suburban services on the Bast Indian 
and Eastern Bengal Railways ? 

Mr, P. E. Ran : The average time table speed of suburban trains 
on the Eastern Bengal Railway is 21.7 miles per hour and cannot be 
considered unsatisfactory compared with the electrically operated sub- 
urban services on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India and Great 
Indian Peninsula Railways whose average time table speeds are 23. b and 
22 miles per hour, respectively 

On the East Indian Railway the average time table speed of sub- 
urban trains is 19.4 miles per hour : the lower speed being due to the 
engineering restrictions necessary on account of relaying, reconstruction 
of bridges and the entire alteration and modernising of the method of 
isignalling trains in and out of Howrah station. These works are being 
undertaken in order to speed up the service. 

I am conveying the Honourable Member ^s suggestion to the Agents 
of these two Railways for consideration 

Recruitment in the Subordinate Postal Service. 

383. Suryya Kumar Som : (a) Is it a fact that recruitment 
to the subordinate Postal ser\dce is to be made according to the Revenue 
Division basis ? 

(h) Is it a fact that an exception has been made with regard to such 
recruitment in cities like Calcutta and Bombay ? 

(c) Is it a fact that recruitment in Calcutta is not to 1)e confined 
only to the Presidency Revenue Division wherein it is situated 1 

{(1) Is it a fact that according to the orders, recruitment in Calcutta 
is to be made also from the Revenue Divisions adjacent to the Presidency 
Revenue Division f 

. (e) Are Government aware that Mr. M. L. Pasricha, late Postmaster- 

General. Bengal and Assam Circle, interpreted the said orders that as 
Calcutta is situated within the Presidency Revenue Division, with refer- 
ence to appointment in Calcutta, Revenue Divisions adjacent to Presi- 
dency Revenue Division, such as Rajshahi, Dacca, and Burdwan, should be 
considered adjacent Revenue Dmsions f 

(/) Do not the Government approve of this interpretation of the 
then Postmaster-General, Bengal and Assam Circle ? If not, are Govern- 
ment aware that there is no such Revenue Division as Calcutta Revenue 
Division and that Calcutta is within the Presidency Revenue Division f 

(g) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of revising 
the orders of the present Postmaster-General, Bengal and Assam, who has 
interpreted the orders of the Director-General of the year 1926 that 
Calcutta City is a Revenue Division by itself and that Revenue Divisions 
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.adjacent to Calcutta City alone are to be considered as adjacent Revenue 
Divisions in connection with appointments in Calcutta Posts and Tele- 
grapii ofiees ? 

(h) Is it a fact that Calcutta being the capital city of Bengal, all 
the districts of Bengal contribute to its development, and if so, do Gov- 
ernment propose to consider the claim of all the districts of Bengal to 
such appointments ? 

{%) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the note of the 
present Postmaster-General, Bengal, requesting the Director-General, to 
accept the interpretation of adjacent Revenue Divisions as applying to 
Calcutta City alone I 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. MtcheU : (a) to (c). Yes. 

(d) The fact is not as stated by the Honourable Member. Recruit- 
ment in Calcutta is from residents of that city and also from those of the 
Revenue Divisions adjacent to it, i.e , the Presidency Division and the 
Bnrdwan Division The Honourable Member is referred to the Director 
General’s demi-official letter, dated the 17th December, 1934, a copy of 
which was laid on the table of this House in reply to parts (c) and (d) 
of Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra’s starred question No. 1455 on the ith 
April, 1935. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The reply to the first part of the question is in the negative and 
to the second part in the affirmative. 

(g) The reply is in the negative. The Honourable Member s assump- 
tion, that the present Postmaster-General, Bengal and Assam, has wrong- 
ly interpreted the orders of the Director General, is incorrect, as the 
Honourable Member will see from the reply given to part (d) above. 

(h) As regards the first part of the question, the fact may be as stated. 
The reply to the second part is in the negative. 

(i) Government are not prepared to lay on the table copies of depart- 
mental notes. 

Mx. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know from the Honourable Member 
who fixes the revenue divisions ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : The Local Government fixes the 
revenue divisions. 

Mr. Sur 5 rya Kumar Som : Is it not a fact that Calcutta itself is within 
the Presidency Division ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : I understand that Calcutta is 
within the Presidency revenue division. 

Mr. Suryya Kumar Som : Then the previous Postmaster GeneraPs 
interpretation has been overruled or differed from 1 

The Honourable Mr B. G. Mitchell : It has been overruled, because 
it was not in accordance with the standing instructions of the Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. Suryya Kumar Som : Do not Government feel that injustice will 
be done to the other districts which are adjacent to the Presidency 
revenue division, because, as a matter of fact, big cities like Bomba^^ and 
Calcutta are practically supplied by the revenues of these districts ^ 
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The Honourable Mr. D. 6. Mitchell : I think that would also apply 
to Assam, Bihar and Orissa and other parts of India. Does the Honour- 
able gentleman contemplate that the posts of these inferior servants in 
Calcutta should be recruited from half of upper India ? 

Mr. Suryya Kumar Som : I meant the adjacent parts of the revenue 
divisions, not all over India. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Government consider that the 
present arrangement is the most equitable for all concerned 

Eeceuitment op the Qualified Sons and Defendants of the Postal 
Employees in the Bengal and Assam Postal Cibcle. 

384 Suryya Kumar Som : (a) Is it a fact that the Director 

General of Posts and Telegraphs, issued orders to the effect that the 
qualified sons and dependents of the existing employees are to be recruited 
freely in the Divisions wherein they are employed and that the restric- 
tions on this score of Revenue Division should not act as bar in their 
eases ! 

(1)) Is it a fact that the aforesaid orders of the Director General are 
not being carried out in the Bengal and Assam Circle at present ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell ; (a) The orders are that recruit- 
ment to the subordinate services in the Posts and Telegraphs Department 
shonld ordinarily be confined to candidates who belong to or are domi- 
ciled in the revenue divisions in which the vacancies occur ; but Heads 
of Circles have been authorised to depart from this rule at their dis- 
cretion and to treat with considerable liberality the applications of de- 
pendants of postal employees for employment in the same place in which 
the officials themselves are employed, provided such candidates belong 
to or are domiciled in the postal Circle in which thev seek employment. 

Cb) No. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Do Government give these appointments 
away by selection on a consideration of personal qualifications or only 
on the ground that so and so is the son of these people ? Are these 
appointments given away by selection ? 

The Honourable Mr, B. G. Mitchell : As far as I remember, all posts 
are filled by selection, but the idea is that, other things being equal, the 
relatives and other dependants of Government employees will be given 
a certain degree of preference. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Without any selection f Are the appoint- 
ments given away by competition, or by Kselection ? If by selection, then 
are these people given preference, or they are not given any preference 1 

The Honourable Mr. D. 6. Mitchell : I could not say off-hand if all 
these appointments are by selection or by examination or other method, 
but, in any case, whatever the method may be, other things being equal, 
these relatives of Government officials are given a certain degree of 
preference. 

Recbuitment in the Subordinate Postal Service. 

3S5. *Mr. Suryya Kumar Som : (a) Is it a fact that according to a 
circular issued bj the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, in the year 
1926, recruitment in the subordinate Postal service is to be made on 
Revenue Division basis ! 
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{b) Is it a fact that the heads of Circles are authorised to use their 
iliseretion in special cases ? 

(cj Will Government please state what those special cases are f 

{d) Will Government please state if the question of recruitment of 
the sons and dependents of the existing employees comes under special 
eases ? 

The Honourable Mr D G, Mitchell : (a) and (5). The facts are 
substantially as stated by the Honourable Member 

(c) and (d). Government regret that it is not possible to give a com- 
plete list of the special cases that might arise but the general position 
lias been explained in the reply given to part (a) of the late Mr. Fakir 
Cliand^s starred question No 494 in this House on the 23rd February, 
1935, to which the Honourable Member’s attention is invited 

Sub-Divisional Oeeicebs and Assistant Gabrison Engineebs in the 

Electkical and Mechanical Encinebbing Branch in the Army. 

386. "^Sardar Sant Singh : (a) Wdl^ Government please stale the 
number of Sub-divisional Officers and Assistant Garrison Engineers in the 
Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Branch in the Army in each 
command, separately ? 

(b) How many of them are Europeans and how many Indians in 
each command ^ Out of Indians, how many are Hindus, Muslims or 
Sikhs f 

{c) What is the starting salary of such officials, and for what period 
they •work as Sub-divisional Officers or Garrison Engineers f 

(d) What are the prescribed minimum academical qualifications for 
such posts ^ 

(e) Is it a fact that ordinary European Sergeants are given a short 
training as mechanics and posted as Sub-divisional Officers without any 
mechanical, or academic qualifications, while Indio us with high academical 
qualifications and with practical mechanical and electrical training are not 
posted as Sub-divisional Officers ? If so, why ! 

Mr. G. E F. Tottenham : (a) There is only one Assistant Garrison 
Engineer in the Electrical and Mechanical Branch of the Military 
Engineer Services. 

The number of Sub-Divisional Officers (military and civilian) in ihis 
Branch is shbwm below • 

No. 

In Northern Command • . . 22 

In Southern Command . . . 13 

In Eastern Command . . • . . 13 

In Western Command • • ^ 

Total . . 54 


(5) I lay on the table a statement giving the information asked for. 
(c) The starting pay of military Sub-Divisional Officers is Rs, 220 pei 

„Je„ ot ciito Sub-Di,»ion.l Oiilcer. & 150 P« 

Except for military mechanists who come to India for a five years tour 
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end revert to tlie United Kingdom on its completion, military personnel 
of the Sub-Divisional Officer class serve up to the age of 52 when they 
retire after an average service of 22 years in the Military Engineer 
h'ervices. Civilians normally retire at the age of 55 after an average 
service as Sub-Divisional Officers of 20 years. 

{d) Military Sub-Divisional Officers have to qualify at a special two 
years' course at the School of Military Engineering, Chatham, which 
provides a high standard of electrical and mechanical training to indivi- 
duals who have already acquired technical knowledge from practical ex- 
perience in this Branch of engineering in the United Kingdom. In 
addition, they are required to pass subsequently special examinations 
conducted by the City and Guilds Institute. Civilian Sub-Divisional 
Officers are normally promoted from subordinate positions in the various 
electrical and mechanical installalions run by the Military Engineer 
Services and selection is confined to those who have passed a departmental 
examination based on the City and Guilds examinations referred to 
above. 

(e) What I have just said shows that it is not a fact. 


Statement, 



Europeans. 

Indian (civilians). 


Command. 

Military. 

Civilians, 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Sikhs. 

f Total. 

1 

J^orthern 

22 



. , 


22 

Southern 

11 

2 




i 

1 13 

Eastern 

8 

3 

2 



13 

Western 

j 

4 

•• 

2 

•• 


1 6 

Total . . 

45 

5 

4 

•• 

•• 

54 


Sale of Silvee. 

387. *Mr. AkMl Chandra Datta : (a) Has the atteuitiou of Govern- 
ment been drawn to the resolutions recently passed at the annual meeting 
of the F'ederation of Indian Chambers of Commerce regarding the dangers 
of silver sales ? 

(&) How much loss did Government suffer by the sale of silver from 
1926 to date ? 

(e) Is it in the neighbourhood of 26 crores ? 

(d) How was this loss met ? 

(e) In view of the obligations of Government to keep the Reserve 
Bank supplied with silver rupees, do they intend selling more silver f 

(/) Will Government state the total value of silver rupees and 
l^ullion held by them against currency reserve at the present level of 
prices (without taking the gold standard reserve into consideration) f 
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laie Honoiirable Sir James Grigg ; (a) Yes. 

(&), (c) and (d). I would refer the Honourable Member to Account 
No. 93A in the Pinance and Revenue Accounts of the Government of 
India for the year 1933-34. The loss shown there of course only covers 
realisations since 1927-28 ; in the years prior to this there was of course 
a very large net profit which cannot however be exactly calculated. 

{e) I do not think that it is desirable in present circumstances to 
make any statement on this subject. 

(/) Government no longer hold silver against currency notes. 
The amounts of rupees held by the Reserve Bank in their reserve against 
notes are shewn in their weekly published statements. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Are Government aware that in 
the paper Currency Reserve the Government of India’s silver rupee 
securities have gone down in amount from Rs. 43 crores to 26 crores in 
a period of two months ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I am afraid I cannot undersland 
in the least what the Honourable Member is talking about. The reserves 
held against currency notes are entirely in tne hands of the Reserve 
Bank. 

CONSTKUCTION OF MORE QUARTERS FOR THE EMPLOYEES OF THE GOVERNMENT 

OF India Press, New Delhi. 

388. **876(1 Ghulam Bhik Nairang : (a) Are Government aware 
that several employees of the Government of India Press, New Delhi, have 
been made to live in inferior type quarters due to the paucity of proper 
and superior type of quarters in the Press Area ? 

(6) Is it a fact that many Readers, Revisers and Copy-holders, as well 
as clerks, have been allotted and are occupying Duftary type quarters 
(which are primarily meant for the menial staff), as there is a tremendous 
shortage of suitable quarters f 

(c) Are Govemmerut aware that on the 1st June, 1935, a memorial 
praying for the construction of more quarters of the type required was 
submitted by several employees of the Government of India Press, New 
Delhi, to the Secretary to the Government of India in the Department of 
Industries and Labour f 

(d) If the answer to part (c) be in the affirmative, what decision have 
Government reached as to the said memorial ? 

(e) Do Government propose to build more quarters for the employees 
(»f the New Delhi Press ? If so, when will these quarters be made available 
to them ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) Under the rules and orders 
at present in force no press employee is compelled to occupy Govern- 
ment accommodation in New Delhi. 

(5) Yes — ^bnt the type of quarters referred to is intended for all 
employees drawing less than Rs. 45 per mensem and not for Duftries 
and inferior servants only. 

(e) to (a). Memorials from certain employees of the Government of 
India ^ess, New Delhi, praying for the construction of additional quarters 
have just been received and will be considered by Government. 
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Rules goverotnu the Allotment oe Quarters to the Employees op the 
Government op India Press, New Delhi. 

389. ^Syed Gliiilaiii BMk Nairang ; Is there a separate set of rules 
governing the allotment of quarters to the employees of the Government 
of India Press, New Delhi ? If so, will Government be pleased to lay a 
copy of those rules on the table of this House ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : There are no separate rules 
for the Press quarters at New Delhi, 

Want op Smoke-Chimneys in the Duptary Type Quarters op the 
Government op India Press, New Delhi. 

390. Ghulam BMk Nairang : (a) Are Govarnment aware 
that there are no smoke-chimneys m the Duftary type quarters of the 
Government Press, New Delhi ? 

(h) Is it a fact that smoke-chimneys have been provided in the newly- 
built Duftary type quarters that have been erected to the east of the Pres^ 
Area ? 

(c) If so, do Government propose to provide similar chimneys in the 
Duftary type quarters of the Press Area as well ? If not, why not ? 

Thfi Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) and (b). Yes. 

(c) No Funds cannot at present be made available for the work. 

Classification op the Employees op the Reading Branch op the 
Government op India Press, New Delhi. 

391. ^Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang : (a) Are Government aware 
that a memorial was submitted to the Government of India by the members 
of the Reading Branch of the Government of India Press, New Delhi, 
urging their classification as ministerial workers instead of indus- 
trial ’’ workers, which is their present designation ? 

(6) Have Government considered this memorial and reached a con- 
clusion ? If so, what is the decision arrived at ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) and (b). The memorial 
was not submitted to the Government of India ; it was addressed to the 
Controller of Printing and Stationery and rejected by him, after care- 
ful consideration 

Alleged Compulsion for Overtime Work in the Government op India 

Press, New Delhi. 

392. *Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang : (a) Is it a fact that the 

employees of the Government of India Press, New Delhi, work over-time 
during the winter season ? 

(b) Is it a fact that very often they have to work eleven hours a 
day ? 

(c) Are Government aware that this ov6r-work is telling upon the 
health of the employees and that those who do not want to work over- 
time are forcibly made to do so ! 
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(d) If so, under what rule of the Press Hand-book is this compulsion 
justified ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell ; (a) Y es, at times, 

(h) In order tO' deal witli an exceptional press of work generally 
during the winter season, the men are sometimes required to work for 
more than ten hours 

(c) Government have no reason to suppose that the amount of over- 
time has been such as to produce adverse effects on health. The 
liability to work overtime is par^ of the ordinary conditions of service 
of press employees. 

{( 1 ) Under the last sub-paragraph of paragraph 30 of the Press 
Handbook. 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai : What is the ordinary time for them to 
work — how many hours f 

The Honourable Mr. D. G Mitchell : About forty-eight hours a 
week. 

Exemption of Muslim Employees of the Govebnment of India Press, 
New Delhi, from working Overtime on Fridays. 

393. ^Syed Ghulam Ehik Nairang : (a) Is it a fact that one hour's 
leave is allowed to Muslim employees of the Government of India Press, 
New Delhi, to say their Friday prayers ? 

(&) Is it a fact that if the Muslim employees work over- time on 
Friday this one hour iKS deducted from their over-time ? If so, why ? 

(c) Do Government propose to make payments to Muslim employees 
for over-time work on Fridays ^ If not, why not ? 

(d) Do Government propose to exempt as majiy Muslim employees 
as possible from working over-time on Fridays and specially when non- 
Muslim employees are available ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. G, Mitchell : (a) Yes 

(b) and (c). The attention of the Honourable Member is invited 
to the reply given in the Legislative Assembly on the 20th August, 1-934., 
by the Honourable Sir Frank Noyce to starred question No. 668, 

(d) Government are anxious to reduce overtime as much' as possible 
for all employees. But it would not be fair to members of other com- 
munities to detain those who had already worked full time, while those 
who had worked a shorter time were released. 

Effect of the Bise in the Price of Silver on the Eupee. 

394. ^Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Will Government state : 
(a) whether they are aware of the intention of the Government of 

the United States of America ito push up the price of sEver 
to 80d. ; and 

(5) what Government propose to do, if, by this rise of price of 
silver, the rupee ceases to become a token coin f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I would invite the attention of 
the Honourable Member to the reply given by me to Mr. Satyamurti s 
Starred question No. 223 during the current Session. 
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Applioatioks feom Mahatma Gandhi and Babu Eajenbba Pbasad fob 
Pebmission to entee the Eaethquake Abea in Qdetta. 

395. "^Mr. T. S. AvinashiUngam Chettiar : Will Government state : 

(a) wiietiier it is a fact that Mahatma Gandhi and Babn Rajendra 
Prasad, the President of the Indian National Congress, had 
applied for permission to enter the earthquake area m Quetta 
for doing rehef work ; 

(5) whether their applications were rejected ; and 

(c) if so, on what grounds and for what reasons ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : (a) Yes. 

(5) and (c). I would refer the Honourable Member to the answer 
given by me to Mr. Satyamurti's starred question No. 219. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar ; Are the Government of India 
prepared to publish the correspondence with Babu Rajendra Prasad on 
the subject 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I said m answer to the previous 
question that I was prepared to do it, but I have not got the permission 
of the people to whom the letters were addressed. 

BIr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar ; Are Government aware that 
Babu Rajendra Prasad has sent out to the press his letter, and are 
Government free to publish such correspondence ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I saw something in the press, 
but he did not say that the Government had asked his permission to 
publish. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do Government propose to publish it, or to ask 
him for permission to publish it ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I do not think it would be for 
Government to ask him for permission, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government ask for permission ! 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : If the Honourable Member want!i 
his consent, I suggest the Honourable Member should ask him. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : If I communicate his consent to Government, 
will Government publish it ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Yes. 

Tenbebs for Wagons for 1935-36. 

396. *Mr, T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : Will Government slate : 

(a) whether it is a fact that tenders for wagons for 1935-36 were 
called for in three lots ; 

(i) that .the third call was for 2,050 wagons, and that for this world 
tenders were invited and Belgian, German and British firms 
gave tenders ; 

(c) that the tenders of the Indian firms were the lowest, except for 
Metro-cammell whose price was ten per cent, less and a 
German group who quoted five per cent, lower ; 
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(d) that, though Metro-eammell quoted for the whole lot, the 

delivery schedule they had given was such that they could 
complete only 750 wagons in this fiscal year, and so they got 
an order for 750 wagons ; 

(e) that 500 wagons were withdrawn, and with regard to the 

balance of 800 wagons, the Indian firms were offered prices 
which were far below their tender prices ; 

(/) Whether it is a fact that the saving effected by placing the 
order with Metro-cammell was only Rs. 3 lakhs ; 

(g) supposing this order to have gone to Indian firms, what the 

increased railway freight is that this manufacture should 
have occasioned ; what the extra excise duty and additional 
income-tax is that Government may have obtained ; 

(h) whether Government are aware that, in response to the 

insistence of the Select Committee of this House in 1927, 
Sir George Rainy, the then Commerce Member, accepted that 
all future orders should be placed in India ; and 

(i) in the face of this assurance, why orders for these wagons were 

given to a foreign non-Indian company ^ 

Mr. P. R. Bau : (a) Yes. 

(5) Yes. 

(c) Four types of wagons were included in the world call for 
tenders, viz,, — 

0 — Train piped and with hand brake. 

0 — ^fully vacuum braked. 

OM — and 
CR~~ 

For the two 0 types and the OM type, one British tender and one 
German tender were lower than the lowest Indian tender. For the 
CR type, two British tenders and one German tender were lower than 
the lowest Indian tender For the types for which the order was 
placed abroad (viz,, 0 fully vacuum braked and CR) the British tenders 
were ten per cent, and 14 per cent, and the German tenders 4.5 per cent, 
and nine per cent., respectively, below the lowest Indian tender. 

(d) It was estimated that it was unlikely that they could deliver 
more than 750 wagons before the middle of February, 1936, ie,, before 
our peak period of traffic for the year Consequently only that number 
was ordered. 

(e) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative ; as regards 
the second, 800 wagons were allotted to Indian firms at an agreed price, 
which is lower than the^r original tender but higher than the lowest 
foreign tender. 

(/) The savings effected on 750 wagons, ordered with Messrs. Metro- 
Cammell, amounted to about 3i lakhs and on 800 wagons ordered in 
India, at the negotiated price, to over Rs. If lakhs. 

(g) It has been estimated that the profit to Railways on the addi- 
tional railway freight, if orders had been placed in India, would have 
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been about Es. 20 to Es. 25 per wagon. It is impossible to say bow 
much additional income-tax Government would have obtained. The 
excise duty would almost certainly have been less than the import duty 
on the imported wagons. 

(fe) I presume my Honourable friend is referring to Sir George 
Eainy^s minute of dissent to the report of the Select Committee on the 
Steel Industry (Protection) Bill of 1928. If so, what he said was as 
follows : 

I fully accept the view of the Tariff Board that, until orders for wagons can 
agam be placed on a normal scale, all orders should be placed in India subject to a 
maximum price, and that in fixing the maximum price an addition of 12^ per cent, 
to the prices paid in 1925-26 will serve as a general guide. But if the Indian wagon 
building firms refuse to take the orders at the maximum prices which Grovernment 
consider reasonable, there will be no alternative but to call for simultaneous tenders, 
and if the duty remains at ten per cent, there is a danger that some of them may 
be lost to the Indian firms. 

(i) The main reason which induced Government to call for simul- 
taneous tenders in India and abroad was that for a long time there had 
been no price regulator in the shape of foreign prices and Government 
could not be sure whether the prices quoted by Indian firms were reason- 
able or not. Moreover, they had grounds to suspect that the internal 
competition in India between the four wagon building firms had also 
ceased to exist. Consequently they decided that, specially in view of 
the fact that the total number of wagons to be purchased during the 
year was much higher than in past years, tenders for part of the require- 
ments of railways should be called for both in India and abroad, and 
dealt with according to the Stores Purchase Eules which allow a price 
preference for articles of Indian manufacture. Out of the total of 4,972 
wagons, 722 wagons had been purchased in India in the first call ; of the 
balance of 4,250 wagons, tenders were called for 2,200 in India only 
and 2,050 in India and abroad The results showed that the action taken 
was fully justified, for the call for open tenders disclosed that the cost to 
the railways of restricting the second call (for 2,200 wagons) to India was 
soimething like ten lakhs. 

Mr. T. S. AvinasMlingam Chettiar : May I ask, Sir, in regard to 
3 pm much was the price of Indian 

Companies above the English price ? 

Mr. P. R. Eau : The English price was 2,610 ; the original Indian 
quotation was 2,930, and we placed the order for 2,700. 

Eeteenched AisTB Eetained Persoeitel in the Eailway Eates Advisory 

Committee. 

397. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
please lay on the table a comparative statement showing the names of 
retrenched and retained persons of the Kailway Eates Advisory Com- 
mittee, their educational qualifications, experiences, pay, length of ser- 
vices of each, both in the Committee and outside ? 

(i) Will Government please state .the action taken for the re-employ- 
ment of the retrenched persons of the Committee ? 

, (c) If the reply be in the afiSbrmative, will Government please state 

their N;^hereahouts ? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWEKS. 


1043 


(d) If tlie reply to part (5) be in tke negative, will Government 
please state the reasons thereof ? 

(e) Will Government please lay on the table a statement showing the 
posts revived in the Committee since its reconstitution and names of the 
holder of each of them giving details of recruitment, i,e , whether they 
are retrenched persons or outsiders ? 

(/) Will Government please state the reasons for not following the 
rules of re-employment of retrenched personnel promulgated by the Govern- 
ment of India ? 

(g) Will Government please state the present strength of the sub- 
ordinate staff of the Committee by community, caste and provinces ? 

(h) Will Government please state the future of the Committee and 
whether there is any possibility of calling back of the retrenched persons f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) (e) and (g). The information is not readily 
available and Government regret they cannot undertake the compilation 
as the labour and expense involved will, they consider, be out of all 
proportion to any possible use it can be put to. 

W, (o), id) and (/). Government are informed that the rules for 
the re-employment of retrenched personnel have been duly followed. 
The details have been left to the President. 

(h) For the future of the Committee I would refer the Honourable 
Member to xsection 191 of the Government of India Act, 1935, I am 
unable to give a definite answer to the second part of bis question. 


The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Before I reply to question No. 
398, you will perhaps allow me to say a fev/ words in connecion with my 
answer to Mr. Ananthasayanani Ayyangar’s supplementary question 
which I did not then properly hear. I now understand that the Honour- 
able Member asked what was the explanation of the fall in the Govern- 
ment of Indians securities in the Currency Reserves. If the Honour- 
able Member will look into the returns, he 'will find that that is compen- 
sated for by an increase in sterling securities. This means, of course, 
that the external Currency Reserves have been strengthened. 


Sale of Silveb by the Government of India. 

398. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Has any quantity of 
silver been sold by the Government (of India since March, 1935 ? If so, 
what is the quantity and what is its value ? 

(&) What has been done with the proceeds, if any ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I would invite the attention of 
the Honourable Member to the reply given by me to part (e) of Mr. 
Akhil Chandra Datta's starred question No. 387 during the current 
Session, 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : The Honourable Member has 
only stated in answer to Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta’s question that it is 
confidential and he is not prepared to state what the silver policy of the 
Government will be in the future ! 
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The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I said on a preYions occasion, 
and I repeat it now, that I am quite unwilling to make any statement 
whatever about silver so long as the market remains in its present con- 
dition, the reason being that I think the less said in the way of giving 
a lead in any direction to speculators the better. 

Protection op Indians in Abyssinia. 

399. *Mr. M, Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : How many Indians are 
there in Abyssinia ? What steps, if any, have been taken to protect their 
person and property in view of the impending war between Italy and 
Abyssinia ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : The information asked for by Honourable 
Member has already been supplied by me m reply to a short notice 
question by Mr. Satyamurti on the 3rd September, 1935. 

Sir George Schuster's Opinion about the Bombing op Indians. 

400. ^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether their attention has been drawn to the statement made 

by Sir George Schuster at the Peace Congress, that he is 
opposed to the bombing of Indians ; 

(б) whether Government propose to stop this practice ; and 
(c) if not, why not ? 

Mr, G, R. F. Tottenham : (a) Government have seen the cutting 
but have ascertained that no such version of Sir George Schuster^® 
statement can be traced in the London Press reports of the meeting, 

(b) and (c). The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the 
reply I gave to his starred question No. 291 on the 12th September, 1935. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Apart from Sir George Schuster’s speech, may 
1 ask one question ^ What is the position today of the Government of 
India in respect of bombing -from ^roplanes ? 

Mr. G E. F. Tottenham : I gave a fnll statement of that position in 
reply to the Honourable Member's questions only two or three day® 
ago. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I think my Honourable friend said that they 
do not bomb civil population. May I take it that the Government of 
India iise their ^roplanes only for bombing those tribesmen who are 
fighting in the fields f 

Mr. G. R. F Tottenham : The mam purpose of bombing is to dis- 
perse hostile lasMars in the field. As I explained the other day, in 
certain eases the Eoyal Air Force also use their ^roplanes to blockade 
certain area. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I ask the Honourable Member if these 
aeroplanes throw bombs on the civil population, after giving notice 1 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : They do not. 

Mi* S. Satyamurti : May I know what are these blockaded areas 
to which my Honourable friend refers ? Do they or do they not con- 
tain civil population ? 
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Mr. &. R. F. Tottenham : They contain villages, but notice is given 
, beforehand so as to enable the villages to be evacuated before the 
bombing takes place. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do Government satisfy themselves before 
bombing that the villages are actually evacuated, and that there are 
no men, women and children in them ? 

Mr. G. R. F Tottenham : They do satisfy themselves as far as it is 
possible to do so. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I take it that the Government take the 
risk of bombing the civil population 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : No, Sir. It is the civil population that 
takes the risk of being bombed. 

Official Watch over News and Editorial Comments in Newspapers 

RELATING TO THE QuETTA EARTHQUAKE DISASTER, 

401. ^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be plea^sed to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that they have instructed Local Govern- 
ments to keep a watch over nevrs and editorial comments in 
papers relating to the Quetta earthquake disaster ; 

(&) if so, the reasons therefor ; and 

(o) the names of newspapers or Presses, whose securities have been 
forfeited on account of comments on the Quetta earthquake 
and matters relating thereto ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : (a) Yes. 

(i) These instructions were issued in view of the venomous campaign 
of lies which was conducted in certain sections of the Press to vilify 
Government and the Army over action taken in regard to Quetta. 

(e) I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given to 
Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta PaliwaPs question No. 365. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know why the Government of India 
prefer to proceed against these presses by way of forfeiting their 
security instead of prosecuting them in a Court of law under the 
ordinary law. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Because the ordinary law has 
been found to be ineffective for the purpose. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : Did they try a single ease of any newspaper 
which publisher? any mischievous articie about Quetta under the ordinary 
law f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The discretion was left to the 
Local Governments It was the Local Governments which actually took 
the action. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : Did the Government of India issue any general 
circular or instructions or a clcmi-offieial letter to Local Governments to 
take action under the Press Act with regard to the Quetta affairs. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I have said they did. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What was the nature and contents of that 
letter f 

E217LAB ^ 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not remember exactly 
now, but it was left to the Local Governments to take action under the 
Press Act. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti ; Why did the Government of India instruct the 
Local Governments to take action under the Press Act, and not under 
the ordinary law, in view of the fact that m this case no prosecution can 
be stated to have failed ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Because experience has shown 
that the Press Act is the most effective means of dealing with such 
cases. 


Results op the Ottawa Trade Agreement. 

402. ^'Mr S. Satyamnrti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they have seen a letter addressed by the Indian 

Merchants’ Chamber to the Commerce Department of the 
Government of India about the result of the Ottawa Pact ; 

(b) whether Government will place on the table of this House the 

latest figures of export and import trade of India with Great 
Britain, the Empire countries and other countries ; and 

(c) whether Government propose to examine this question with a 

view (to place before this House material which would help 
the Assembly to come to a final decision on the continuance 
or otherwise of the Ottawa Pact ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (u.) I presume 
the Honourable Member is referring to the letter of the Indian 
Merchants’ Chamber, Bombay, dated the 23rd August, 1934. If so, 
the reply is in the affirmative. 

(b) A report of the nature referred to by the Honourable Member 
will be laid on the table of the House in tlie course of the present 
Session. 

(o) All the material that is available and relevant will be placed 
before the House when it is given an opportunity of discussing the 
results of the Ottawa Trade Agreement in the next Budget Session. 

Trade Negotiations with other Countries. 

403. *^Mr. S. Satyamnrti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the progress of trade negotiations on behalf of India with other 

countries ? 

(b) with how many countries trade agreements have been effected ; 

and 

(c) when all such trade agreements wdil be completed f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : fa) to (c). I have 
nothing to add to the replies already given in this Session to the 
Honourable Member’s questions on this subject and to questions 
Nos, 4 and 10 of Mr, T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar and No. 354 of Mr, 
Samuel Aaron on the subject of Trade Agreements. 
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Protection of Indians in Abyssinia. 

404. “'•Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government he pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that there are two thousand Indians in 

Abyssinia ; 

(b) whether Government are aware that the United States of 

America has taken all possible measures for the safety of 

American missionaries in Abyssinia, as also Prance ; and 

(c) what siteps Government propose to take to protect the life and 

property of Indians in Abj^ssinia ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (a) There are approximately 1,000 _ British 
Indian Subjects, including British protected persons, residing in 
Abyssinia. 

(b) and (e). The Honourable Member is referred to the answer 
given on the 3rd September, 1935, to his short notice question on the 
same subject. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government aware of the fact that, this 
morning or yesterday morning, it appeared in the newspapers that the 
British "Clonsul in A-byssinia has invited all the Indians to come and 
live in a stated area, and promised to give them protection, and would 
Government get into touch with the latest developments with regard 
to the protection of Indians in Abyssinia ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Government have no information to that etfect, 
but they are making enquiries. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government get into touch with the 
latest developments ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson ; Tes, Sir. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : What is the meaning of the 
expression “ British protected persons ” ? 

Mr. J, G. Acheson ; “ Protected persons ” mean the inhabitants 
of Indian States who are protected by British Government. 

Fall in Kailway Earnings. 

405. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the total Railway earnings up to date, and the fall in the earn- 

ings compared with previous years ; 

(b) whether they have investigated this matter, and if so, the 

results of such investigation ; and 

(c) what steps Government have been taking or propose to take in 

this matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) The approxi- 
mate earnings up to the end of August, amount to 35^ erores. T ey 
are about 70 lakhs below those of the corresponding period of last 
year and about 135 lakhs more than those of the corresponding period 
of 1933-34. 

(b) The decrease is mainly in goods earnings and indicates a fall 
in traffic, the commodities principally affected being cotton, oilseeds 
and rice. „ 

I/2171iAD ^ 



1048 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[16th Set. 1935. 


(c) The position is being watched by Government. Agents of 
Railways have been asked to restrict working expenses wherever 
possible and to examine every possibility of increasing net earnings. 
The whole position will be reviewed next month in consultation with 
Agents and the Railway Board. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know if Government’s special attention 
is being devoted to the question of rail-road competition, both in res- 
pect of passenger and goods traffic ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have replied 
to this in answer to one of the supplementary questions on a previous 
occasion. 

Mr. S. Satyamiirti : Have Government heard from the Agents in 
answer to their suggestions to consider ways and means of increasing 
the income, and reducing the expenditure f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have also ex- 
plained this in answer to a supplementary question on a previous 
occasion that certain suggestions were tentatively discussed with the 
gents when they were called up to Simla in August and they were 
asked to consider these suggestions and any others that might occur 
to them. The whole question will be considered in detail early next 
month. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Half the financial year is over ; and so may 
I know wdien the Government propose to come to any conclusion so os 
to have any effect on the earnings or the expenses of this financial 
year ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have submit- 
ted that the discussion will take place early next month. 

Prof. N G Ranga : Are Government taking any steps to stimulate 
internal trade and traffic ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I believe f have 
answered that question in the answers I have given already. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is there any person in the Railway Board 
whose s])ecifie duty it is to consider these matters, that is to say, 
increase traffic receipts ? Is there any Member of the Railway Board 
or any officer there, whose job it is to concentrate on this matter and 
make suggestions for the acceptance of the Government ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : There is the 
Director of Traffic, the Deputy Director of Traffic and the Railway 
Board itself. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With so many people, what is the result ® 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : In spite of tbe 
help of Ihe opposition in this matter. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : But you won’t take our help ; if you do, you 
will be better off. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : We welcome all 
help from any quarter. 
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Eenbwal oe the Trade Treaty with Turkey, 

4G6. S Satyanmirti : Will GoverameDt be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they have received a eommmiieatioii from the Muslim 
Chamber of Commerce, urging the renewal of the trade treaty 
with Turkey ; 

(5) at what stage the matter stands ; and 

(c) when the trade treaty will be completed ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) Yes 

(h) The matter is still under discussion. 

(c) I regret I am unable to fix the exact date. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : How long has this matter been under di^- 
cussion ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Some months. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the average period for settling im- 
portant questions ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It depends upon 
the opposite party Government cannot arrive at an ex parte decision. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Government cannot arrive at any decision. That 
is my trouble. 

Walk-Out by the Indian Members oe the Kenya Legislative Council. 

4107. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they have heard that the Indian Members of the 
Kenya Legislative Council walked out of the Council when 
the Marketing legislation w^as being discussed ; 

(h) w^hether Government took any steps in the matter ; 

(o) what the results of these steps were ; 

(d) whether Government have ascertained the reasons for the walk- 

ont, aud if so, what they are j and 

(e) whether they propose to have an Agent of their own in the East 

African territories, and if not, why not f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : {a) Government understand that four out 
of five Indian members walked out of the Legislative Council on the 
3rd July, 1935. 

(h) to (d). On receipt of information that a walk-ont was in- 
tended by some Indian members Government cansed them to be 
informed of the changes effected and contemplated in the Bill, in the 
hope that they wonld reconsider their decision ; but the walk-out took 
place, nevertheless, because the members concerned were not satisfied 
with the Bill. 

(e) Not at present. 

Mr S. Satyamurti ; May I know the reason why Government do 
not propose to appoint an Agent of their own in East African terri- 
tories now f 
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Sir Girja Sliankar Bajpad : Primarily financial. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Did my Honourable friend's Department pnt 
up a proposal to the Finance Department, and did the Finance Depart- 
ment turn it down ? 

Sir Gkja Shankar Bajpai : The Department of Education, Health 
and Lands has to consider the claims of all competing cases before it 
approaches the Finance Department. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : Among the competing claims within the scope 
of the Honourable Member's Department, does he consider that this is 
not as important as many others 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Considering the general financial out- 
look, I should say that there are other claims that are more important 
th|in this. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Other claims in his Department f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I am referring to my Department which 
is not limited to o-verseas. 

Disabilities of Indians in Zanzibar. 

40S. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to slate : 

(a) whether they are considering the question of Indian disabilities 

in Zanzibar ; 

(b) what they have so far done in the matter ; and 

(c) the latest position in respect of this matter ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai: (a), (b) and (c). I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the reply given by me on the 4th Septemoer, 
1935, to his question No. 118. 

SCHEME FOR THE UTILISATION OF THE GrANT FOR RuRAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE 

Punjab. 

i 409. “^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the Punjab Government have submitted to the Govern- 

ment of India their final scheme for the utilisation of the 
; grant for rural development ; 

(b) whether Government will place the same on the table of this 

House ; and 

(c) whether they propose to send it to all the other Local Govern- 

ments for information and guidance ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; (a) Yes. 

(b) The Honourable Member is referred to the statement laid on 
the table of the House in reply to Mr. Basanta Kumar Das's question 
No. 162, regarding the schemes for rural development. 

^ (c) The statement referred to above is a published document and 
available to Local Governments equally with the general public. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga : Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact 
^at no provision is made at all for water supply or for Harijans in the 
Punjab f 
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Tlie Honourable Sir James G-rigg : I answered that question in 
reply to a supplementary question of the Honourable Member the 
other day. 

Indianisation of the Ihbian Aemy Vbtebikaby Coeps. 

410. *Mr. S. Satyaniurti : Will Government be pleased to state t 

(а) their policy with regard to the Indianisation of the Indian 

Army Veterinary Corps ; 

(б) the reasons why to obtain a commission in this service a candi- 

date must first obtain the diploma of M. R. C. V. S. after 
five years’ study in a recognised Veterinary College in 
England ; and 

. # 

(c) the reasons why they have not prescribed an alternative Indian 
qualification ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (a) The policy is to provide Indian 
mounted units with Indian veterinary officers holding the diploma of 
Member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

(b) and (c). A qualification of this standard is essential for the 
application of modern veterinary science to the problem of reducing 
pnimal wastage, but no such qualifications can be obtained in India at 
present. The M. R. C. Y. S , is the qualification possessed by British 
Officers of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps in close co-operation with 
whom the Indian Commissioned Officers will have to work so long as 
there are British troops in this country. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is there any attempt made by the Government 
to institute or develop a eorrespouding qualification in this country.? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Sir, I believe the Royal Commission on 
Agriculture did make certain recommendations with regard to improving 
the standard of veterinary education in this country. Of course it is 
for the Local Governments and their Ministers to take action on that 
report. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Government of India address Local 
Governments in view of the need, which the Honourable the Army 
Secretary states, exists, to have this qualification, to evolve or develop 
corresponding quahfications in their own spheres of action ? 

Mr G R F Tottenham : If the Honourable Member wishes, I 
pass on that 'suggestion to my Honourable friend, the Secretary for 
Education, Health and Lands. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : Does the Honourable Member 
remember his promise in the last Budget Session that he appoin 

Indian officers to this post in the Army Department ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Indian officers are being appointed. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : How many ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : I require notice. 
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Pbovikcial Loahs. 

411. ^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will G-ovemment be pleased to state : 

{a) the latest decision with regard to the Provinical loans, that is, 
the amounts which stand to the debit of each Province ; 

(6) the principles on which these loans are given, and interest 
thereon is charged ; and 

(c) whether there is any intention to iiiitroduce a new system ? 

The Honourable Sir Janies Grigg : (a) and (c). The matter is 
being considered in connection with the financial arrangements under 
the new constitution. 

(b) I would invite the attention of the Honourable Member to 
^^ppendix VI-A of Audit Code, Volume II, copies of which are in the 
Library of the House. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : May I know if the Local Governments are 
getting the full benefit of the prevalent low rates of interest to the extent 
to which the Government of India get such benefit. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : This depends on a rather com- 
plicated series of arrangements. At the moment and to the extent to 
which individual issues are converted to the extent that Local Govern- 
ments may be presumed to have borrowed out of the proceeds of those 
particular issues, they get the benefit of the conversion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is there no proposal to abolish provincial loans 
funds and distribute them to the various provinces to operate on their 
own responsibility ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is a large question which 
I cannot ar^wer without being obliged to make a considerably longer 
statement than is possible now. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know if the Government of India have 
considered in this connection the desirability of avoiding competing 
loans by various public bodies in this country f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is precisely one of the 
functions of a Central Bank, 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : What are the principles govern- 
ing provincial loans ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : If the Honourable Member 
would refer to the document I have mentioned in answer to this question, 
he will find that out. 

System of Nominations to the Municipalities in Fiji. 

432. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the statement of 
Pandit Shree Krishan Sarma on the system of nominations 
to the municipalities in Fiji to the effect that what the 
Indians care for is a common roll, and to effect this they 
want the qualifications for voters to be broadened ; 
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(&) what »the attitude of the officials in Fiji is tow’-ards this demand 
of Indians ; and 

(c) what action Government propose to take in tins matter ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : {a) Yes. 

(ft) and (te). The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to 
the reply given my me on the 12th September, 1935, to Mr. Mohan Lai 
Saksena’s question No. 296. 

Higher Import Duty on Foreign Paddy in the United Kingdom. 

413. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) wdiether they have made a strong representation to the British 
Government on the question of higher import duty on foreign 
paddy in the United Kingdom , 

(5) the reason for this representation ; and 

(c) the latest figures with regard to the import of foreign paddy 
and Indian rice into England ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Safrullah Khan : (a) and (5). 
The Government of India were informed that increasing imports of 
foreign paddy into the United Kingdom were likely to deprive Indian 
rice of the full benefits of the preference secured under the United 
KingdomMndia Trade Agreement This possibility was brought to the 
notice of His Majesty’s Government and as a result of the representa- 
tions made by the Government of India an import duty of 2l3 <? per lb. 
has been imposed by His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom 
on paddy imports of non-empire origin 

(c) I lay on the table a statement containing the required informa- 
tion. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : Has the position improved from the point of 
view of imported Indian rice into England ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Certainly. 

Peogeess oe Suoae Eeseaech in India. 

414. =^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether on a review of the work done till now, the Sugar 

Committee of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Keseareh 
has come to the conclusion that the progress made had not 
kept pace with anticipations, and that India would not be 
able to stand on her own legs if the present rate was not 
accelerated, and that the chief reasons for this are paucity of 
funds for sugar research and the laite starting of the Central 
Eesearch Institute ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the Committee noted with regret that 

there were many sanctioned schemes of research which had 
been held up for want of funds ; 

(c) whether Sir George Rainy, the then Commerce Member, 

pointed out that adequate funds should be placed at the 
disposal of the Committee for this research work ; 

(d) whether the Committee have suggested that two annas out of 

the sugar excise duty should be assigned for the purpose of 
promoting research, * both on the agricultural and on the 
manufacturing side ; and 

(a) what steps Government propose to take in the matter ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (cl). The Sugar Committee 
views are crystallised in a resolution which states that progress in sugar 
research and agricultural development has not been as rapid as ^ it 
ought to have been but does not make any mention of delay in starting 
the Central Sugar Research Institute. The Committee has recommended 
more intensive work, especially on cane and has expressed the view tliat 
a settled and growing source of income should be provided for sugar 
research either by allocation annually of a sum equal to two aMas per 
cwt. of the excise duty levied on the excisable sugar produced in India 
or by an annual grant of not less than Rs. ten lakhs. 

(5) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(e) Government have already made or promised grants aggregatmg 
Rs. 34 lakhs for sugar research. Requests for financial provisi(m 
specific proposals for more intensive work on the lines recommended by 
the Committee will receive most careful consideration. 

Taeife Boabd Enquiey into the Textile Industey. 

415. '*^Mr. S. Satyamurti : WiU Government be^ pleased to state 
whether they intend to order an enquiry by the Tariff Board into the 
textile industry, and if so, what the nature of the enquiry wiU be . 



1056 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [IGtH^SeB. 1935, 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The Honourable 
Member is referred to the Commerce Department Resolution No. 341-T. 
(12)|35, dated the 10th September, 1935, which was published in the 
Gazette of India Extraordinary of that date, copies of which are in the 
Library 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : In view of the fact that this Assembly rejected, 
by a decisive majority, the Indo-British Trade Agreement, which inter 
alia provided that British interests ought to be given a hearing before 
the Indian Tariff Boards, may I know the reason why Government 
turned down that recommendation of this House, and have now provided 
for British textile interests being heard by this Tariff Board ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government had 
already given an undertaking to that effect. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know if the undertaking was given before 
the House gave its verdict or after it ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I believe, before. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : May I know why Government did not consider 
the need for changing their opinion, in view of the verdict of this 
House ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : There is no 
question of changing their opinion. Government are carrying out an 
undertaking given. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : May I know why Government have prescribed 
as one of the terms of reference for this Tariff Board that they ought to 
equate what is called the fair-selling price of Indian textile products with 
the price of imported articles plus the duty ? Have Government con- 
sidered that the Indian textile industry may require further or greater 
or other protection ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; In case the 
Indian textile industry requires further or other or greater protection, 
I have no doubt they will take the usual course of making an application 
with reference to this question to the Tariff Board. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : May I know if this Tariff Board is incompetent 
to go into this question ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : This Tariff 
Board will go into those questions that are detailed in the Resolution, 
and not others. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know whether the attention of Govern- 
ment has been drawn to the criticism of Mr. Matiu Suhedar, the Presi- 
dent of the Bombay Indian Merchants’ Chamber, on this Tariff Board ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : If my Honour- 
a>)le friend ^vill refer to the specific criticisms he has in mind, I will 
be able to answer. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know whether his attention has been 
drawn to the particular criticism that membership of this Board has 
been overweighted in favour of those who are in favour of Imperial 
Preference f 
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The Honourable Sir Muhanunad Zafrulalh Khan : That implica- 
tion is not justified. 

Regulation issued in eespect oe the Quetta Eaethquake Disaster. 

416. '“‘Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(a) the reasons why a Regulation, and not an Ordinance, was issued 
in respect of the Quetta earthquake disaster , 

(&) whether the Regulation contemplates giving unlimited powers 
ito local authorities to make rules which will have the force 
of law ; and 

(c) what the authority was which gave the Military authorities 
control over the area before the British BaluchisUm (Emer- 
gency Administration) Regulation, 1935 was is.sncd ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (a) and (c). The Honourable Member’s atten- 
tion is invited to Chapter VII of the pamphlet “ Quetta Earthquake, 
1935 ”, a copy of which has been sent to all the Members of this House 

(h) No, Sir. The scope of rule-making power conferred on the 
Local Government is defined in section 2 of the Regulation to which the 
Honourable Member is referred. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to clause (c), may I have a 
definite answer as to who the authority was which gave the military 
authorities control over the area before the Regulation ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson ; The only answer which I can give now is that 
the alternative was control by the military authorities or complete 
anarchy. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know the authority of the person, — 
the Government of India, or the Government of Baluchistan, or the 
military authorities themselves, — ^who took control ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : That is a legal question which I think perhaps 
the Honourable the Law Member will be in a better position to answer 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable the Law Member kindly 
give an answer f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Nobody made ovr-r the 
control of Quetta to the military authorities. There was no martial law 
which was declared. The military authorities had to take charge, 
because the civil administration had broken down and the civil officers 
were not available. Those were the circumstances which compelled 
them to take charge 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I know the facts ; but what is the law or the 
authority under which the military took charge of Quetta 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The law, as has been said, — 
and this can be discussed at the time of the Resolution, — ^was the law of 
compelling necessity. And, if it is strictly illegal, it has got to be 
remedied by an Indemnity Act which has been legalised. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : May I take it then that the position is this 
that this act was illegal and that they have since legalised it by an in- 
demnity Act ? 
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The Honourable Sir Nripendar Sircar : If it was illegal, it has 
been made legal. I do not concede, and, if necessary, I shall maintain, 
that it was not illegal. 

Deputation in London of Me. E. C. Mieville, Peivate Secretary to His 

Excellency the Viceroy to examine the Working of the Cabinet 

Secretariat. 

417. ’^Mr. S. Satyamnrti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether Mr. E. C. Mieville, Private Secretary ito His Excellency 
the Viceroy, has been placed on deputation in London to 
examine the working of the Cabinet Secretariat ; 

(5) the reasons for this deputation and the cost of this deputation ; 
and 

(c) whether it is intended to create a post of Cabinet Secretary, and 
if so, the reasons therefor ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a), (h) and (e). Mr. Mieville 
was deputed to study the working of the Cabinet Secretariat in London 
in connection with a proposal to create a new post of Secretary to the 
Executive Council of the Governor General. Government have felt that 
the procedure under wdiieh the business of the Government of India is 
at present transacted can be improved and made more suited to exist- 
ing and future conditions by the appointment of an officer whose main 
duty will be to co-ordinate the work that comes before the Government 
as a whole and to make and maintain a record of the discussions and 
decisions in Council. The extra cost involved in Mr. Mieville 's deputa- 
tion, was Rs. 2,618. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : May I know whether this Cabinet Secretary 
will be a kind of super Secretary who will report all Cabinet proceedings 
to the Viceroy and Governor General with a view to his employing his 
safeguards effectively ^ Is tliat the idea f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : No, Sir ; he will be Secretary 
to the Executive Council. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : And not to the Ministers ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : After Federation comes in, he 
will certainly he Seci’ctary to the Council of Ministers. It will be for 
them to decide wdiether they wish to- continue this post or not. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is this gentleman going to attend meetings 
of the Executive Council and meetings of the future Cabinet ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Yes, Sir^ 

Mr. S. Satyamurti * Is it consistent with Parliamentary respon- 
sibility that a permanent servant should be present at meetings of the 
Executive Council, although he is not a Member of the Council f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Yes, it is done in England. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Since when ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Tentatively since 1909 I think, 
but it became a fixed arrangement during the war. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do T understand the Home Member and the 
Finance Member, jointly to say that, today, in the British Cabinet, per- 
manent servants are allowed to attend and watch the proceedings ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg’ . Yes, one permanent civil 
servant who is Secretary to the Cabinet. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : And does he keep any minutes of the Cabinet 
proceedings ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Since when ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg . I think informally 311st before 
the war, and then there was a regnlar appointment during the war. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti * Will yon consult the Prime Munster and find 
out ? I do not think yon are correct. 


MESSAGE PROM H. E. THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim) : I have re- 
ceived the following Message from His Excellency the Governor General : 

Whereas by its vote of the 12th September, 1935, the Legislative Assembly has 
refused to take into eoiisideiation a Bill entitled a Bill to amend the Criminal Law : 

Now, therefore, I, Freeman, Earl of Willingdon, in puisuance of the provisions 
of sub-section (1) of section 67B of the Government of India Act, do recommend to 
the Legislative Assembly that it do pass the Bill in the form hereto annexed.’*’^ 


CRIMINAL LAW AiEBNDMENT BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik (Home Member) • Sir, with re- 
ference to the Message that you have just read to the House, I should 
like, with your permission, to be allowed to move for leave to introduce 
the Bill referred to. Have I your permission, Sir ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Yes. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Then, Sir, I move for leave 
to introduce a Bill to amend the Criminal Law; in the form recommended. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion 
moved : 

** That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to amend the Criminal Law in the 
form recommended. ^ ^ 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : On a 
point of order, Sir : may I know if it can be moved without a copy of 
the Bill being given to us liere ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : It cannot be 
moved without the Chair’s leave, unless it is on the agenda. The Chair 
has given leave to the Honourable the Home Member to make the motion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Where is the Bill, Sir ? 

The Honoura.ble Sir Henry Oraik : It is the same Bill. 


*Not included in these debates. 
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Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdnr Eahim) ; It is all 
there : it is only the endorsement now. 

Mr* Lalchand Kavalrai : My point of order is different : it is 
whether this BiU can be allowed to be moved, without giving us copies of 
the Bill just to be moved. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim) : It is exactly 
the same Bill without any sort of alteration, except that there is the 
endorsement which the Chair has read out to the House. If the Honour- 
able Member wants copies of the Bill with the endorsement, the Secretary 
will distribute them. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai (Bombay Northern Division: Non-Muham- 
inadan Rural) : Mr. President, 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Do you want 
to oppose the motion for introduction f 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai : Yes. 

Mr" President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Does the 
Honourable the Horne Member wish to make any statement ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik • I do not think I have any 
statement toi make. I have merely to say that the Bill is exactly the same 
as the Bill which has been discussed at length last week and the week 
before, and it has been discussed at such length that I can add nothing 
useful to what has already been said. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai : Mr. President, I am glad to notice a 
a certain amount of good humour in tlie House In the somewhat un- 
usual step of opposing the leave that is asked for, I am doing so under 
circumstances -which, I think, are fairly well described by the Honourable 
the Home Member himself. He has told the House that we are asked 
now to reconsider the measure which has .been fully discussed and which, 
by a decisive Amte, last Thursday, the House rejected. They refused to 
consider it. If there is a constitutional sense in the House, this is a mattei* 
that ought to affect the House itself — ^not merely those who rejected the 
measure, but also the minority who, as a. matter of law, are bound by the 
s'ame, if ihcr^ is any propriety, any sense, any value in all the legal 
phraseology and Acts of the GoA^ernment of India. Therefore, it is not 
a matter merely for those who opposed the Bill The vote of the majo- 
rity, I tliink the Honourable the Leader of the House wall acknowledge, 
is the A^ote of the House ; and loyalty demands that, at all events, in 
decency, all that they would do Avhen asked for this leave is not to vote 
in support of it, for the simple reason that legislation in any Assembly 
of this kind Avould be impossible, and the Government of the count ty 
would be reduced to ta mockery if this is the manner in which the House 
is to be treated by reason of the fact that there is a provision for a recom- 
mendation of the same Bill for reconsideration by the same House. I do 
not wish to use somewhat hackneyed language about an insult to this House 
or an offence to this House ; but I do wish to say this, in all earnestness, that 
if this House is merely to be used, Avhenever convenient, to register the 
decrees of the execiitiA-e, and where they think it their duty to oppose it, 
then it is the aauII of the executive that should prevail, then it is one of 
those one-sided affairs in any Legislature in the world where they say 
AAdien we agree, they should preA^ail, and Avhere we disagree, then also they 
should prevail. It is, therefore, a matter of serious moment for the Mem- 
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bers opposite to cionsider with a certain degree of greater earnestness than 
they are likely probably, m a sort of lighthearted way, to give t) ii, 
whether their very existence here is a matter winch is not called into 
qiiesiioii by the recoinoiended Bill which has been brought before this 
House If they feel still that nothing is a matter of mcmeiit to - 

no i^oiislitulion, no lawn^ no democracy, no validity of the majority vote of 
the House, they are entitled to take the course which they did befoie. 

Yv"e have oiien talked of the breakdown of constitutions. At all 
e'veni.s, for the second time, during tiie course of two Sessions in this 
House, I have wutnessed tliis, and this is the second. And, here, 1 wish 
to remind you of an article wdiich a member of the ‘ ' friendly’ press ” 
published only yesterday — even that pi ess has the decency aod tlie 
honesty to recognise lliat on a proper analysis of the vote of the House, 
it was a vote of the bulk of the country against this measure {OppobMion 
ones of '' Hear, hear ”) ; and, yet wuthm less than a few hours, an 
executive decree has been issued that the Bid shall be brought back to you, 
in siibbiaiiee and in wmrds the same as it Avas here before, and passed It 
is not merel}^ a question, as it is sometimes said, of self-respect — ^it 
is a deeper and a higher question ; and there is a section of the House to 
w-hom I wisli to appeal in order that they oiay follow the same traditions 
which they say obtain in their own country, while governing their own 
country, and that they vill recognise their obligation to the majority 
of the House, and, therefore, to the sense of the House itself and not 
lend any further support to fclie Bill at a time when it is brought back 
to us again on this occasion • and, but for the fact that the Bill is m terms 
the same, and, in fact, we are asked to reconsider what is already decided, 
1 should not have taken the course vhicli T am doing and which I am ajsMng 
the House now” to take, that this Ho-use do refuse to grant leave for the 
introduction of this Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question is : 

That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to amend the Criminal Law m the 
form recommended.’’ 


The Assembly divided : 

AYES— 57. 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian. 
Acheson, Mr. J. G. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 
Allah Bakhsh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Naiuib Malik. 
Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr Muhammad. ^ 
Ayyar, Diwan Bahadur E. Y. Krishna 
Ayyai, Bao Bahadur A A Yenkatarama 
Bajoria, Babu Baipinth 
Bajpai, Sir Girpa Shankar 
Bhagchand Bom, Bai Bahadur Seth. 
Bhat, Mr I^fadhusudan Daniodar 
Bhutto. Mr Nabi Baksh Illaln Baksh, 
Blackwell, Mr. J. il. 

Bower, Mr, E H M 
Bovle, Mr J. T) 

Chapman-Mortimer, Mr T. 

Chaharji, Mi, I M 
Clow A G 

Craik, The Honourable Sir Henry. 

Dalai Br B, D. 
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Desai, Mr. S. P. 

Fazl-i-Haq Piracha, Khan Sahib Shaikh. 
Gajapatiraj, Maharaj Kumar Yijaya 
Ananda. 

Ghuznavi, Sir Abdul Halim. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Griffiths, Mr. P J. 

Gngg, The Honourable Sir James. 
Hands, Mr A S. 

Hiclavatailah, Sir Ghulam Hussain, 
Hoekcnhull, Mr. F W. 

Hossack, Mr. W. B. 

James, Mr F E. 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar 
Sir. 

Lai Chaiid, Captain Bao Bahadur 
Chaudhri. 

Leach, Mr. F B. 

Lee, Mr. D. J N. 

Lister, Mr. T 
Lloyd, Mr. A. H. 

D 
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AYES — contd. 


MacLaciilan, Mr. D. 

Mehr Shah, Kawah Sahibzada Sir Sayad 
Muhammad. 

Milligan, Mr. J. A. 

Mitchell, The Honourable Mr. D. Gr. 
Morgan, Mr. G 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur Sir Satya 
Charan, 

Owen, Mr. L 

Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. 0. 

Ran, Mr, P. R. 

Row, Mr. K. Sanjiva. 


Sarma, Mr. B. S. 

Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Sher Muhammad Khan, Captain Sardar, 
Siiigli, Mr Piadyumna Prashad. 

Smha, Raja Bahadur Harihar Prosad 
Narayan 

Sircar, The Honourable Sir Nripendra. 
Tottenham, Mr. G. R. F, 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Zafrullah Khan, The Honourable Sir 
Muhammad. 


NOES— 69. 


Aai on, Ml Samuel. 

Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. 

Aney, Mr M. S, 

Asaf All, Mr. M. 

Ayyangar, Mr. M. Ananthasayanam. 
Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

Ba Si, U 

Badi-uz-Zaman, Maulvi. 

Badrul Hasan, Maulvi. 

Banerjea, Dr. P. N 
Baqin, Mr. M. A 
Bardaloi, Sri jut N. 0. 

Bhagavan Das, Dr. 

Ohattopadhyaya, Mr. Amarendra Nath. 
Chettiar, Mr,‘T. S. Avinashilingam. 
Chetty, Mr. Sami Veneatachelam 
Chunder, Mr. N. 0. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Mr. Basanta Kumar. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Datta, Mr. Akhil Chandra. 

Desai, Mr. Bhulabhai J, 

Deshmukh, Dr. G. V. 

Essak Sait, Mr H. A. Sathar H. 
Puzlul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Gadgii, Mr. N. V. 

Ghulam Bhik Nairang, Syed. 

Giri, Mr. V. V. 

Gupta, Mr. Ghanshiam Singh. 
Hosmani, Mr S K. 

Jedhe, Mr, K M. ^ 

Jogendra Singh, Sirdar. 

Joshi, Mr. N M. 

Khan Sahib, Dr, 

Khare, Dr. N. B. 

The motion was negatived. 


Lalehand Navalrai, Mr. 

Daijee, Mr Husenbhai Abdullabhai 
Maitra, Pandit Lakshmi Kanta. 
Malaviya, Pandit Krishna Kant. 
Mangal Singh, Sardar. 

Mudaiiar, Mr C N. Muthuranga. 
Muhammad Ahmad Kazmx, Qazi. 
Murtuza Sahib Bahadur, Maulvi Syed. 
Nageswaia Rao, Mr. K. 

Paliwal, Pandit Sn Krishna Dutta. 
Pant, Pandit Govind Ballabh. 

Parma Nand, Bhai 

Ragliubir Narayan Singh, Choudhri. 

Rajaii, Dr. T. S S. 

Raju, Mr. P. S Kumaraswami 
Ranga, Prof N. G 
Saksena, Mr Mohan Lai. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Satyamurti, Mr S 
Sham Lai, Mr. 

Shaukat Ali, Maulana. 

SheoclasB Daga, Seth. 

Siddique Ah Khan, Khan Sahib Nawah. 
Singh, Ml Ram Narayan 
Siiiha, Mr Anugrah Narayan. 

Sinha, Mi. Satya Narayan. 

Smha, Mr. Shri Krishna. 

Som. Mr Suryya Kumar. 

Sri Prakasa, Mr. 

Thein Maung, Dr. 

Thein Maung, XT 
ITmar Aly Shah, Mr. 

Yarma, Mr. B. B. 

Vissanji, Mr. Mathuradas. 


TUB JUBBULPORE AND CHHATTISGARH DIVISIONS (DIVORCE 
PROCEEDINGS VALIDATION) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move for leave to introdnee a Bill to remove certain doubts and to validate 
certain proceedings of the High Conrt of Judicature at Allahabad. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The q[uestion is : 

That leave be given to introduce a Bill to remove certain doubts and to 
validate certain proceedings of the High Court of Judicature at Allahabad.^ ^ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 



THE CENTEAL PROVINCES COURTS (SUPPLEMENTARY) BILL. 

The HonoTirahle Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : Sir, I move : 

“ That the Bill to supplement the Cential Provjnees Courts Act, 1917, he taken 

into consideiation ’ ' 

I do not think that I shall occupy the time of the House for moi*e 
that two minutes. The Bill has been necessitated by reason of the inten- 
tion to have a High Court for the Central Provinces. Owing to that, 
certain consequential changes have become necessary in various Acte, 
such as, the Indian Stamp Act, the Code of Criminal Procedure, and 
so on. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; Motion moved : 

That the Bill to supplement the Cential Piovmces Courts Act, 1917, be taken 
into consideration 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind • Non-Muliaiiimadan Rural) • I want to 
!say a few words on this Bill. In the laBt item of the Schedule it is in- 
tended by this Bill to insert the words Chief Courts of Oiidh and Sind 
in place of the words the Chief Court of Oudh, the Court of the Judi- 
cial Comnaissioner of Sind ' My submission is this. Sind is going to be 
separated 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) . This Bill does not 
relate to Sind : it relates to the Central Proyinces. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai In the last item of the Schedule, these words 
occur, and I am myself wondering why tliey should appear in a Bill re- 
lating to the Central Provinces 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I am rather in a difficult 
position, because I have not followed the ‘exact point of the Honourable 
Member, but probably what I am going to say will meet his point, or 
rather the point which I expect he has put forward. The Sind Courts 
(Supplementary) Act, 1926, is not m operation now. When it comes into' 
operation, all that this Bill provides for is this, that the Court, instead 
of being called the Court of the Judicial Commissioner of Sind, will be 
called the Chief Court of Sind If that is the p'oint of my Honourable 
friend I have given the answer. 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai ; I do not think the answer has been given, 
because when that Act comes into operation, the words Judicial Com- 
missioner's Court will be taken away and the words Chief Court ’’ 
will he substituted. My point is that if any siibsititution is going to be 
made in the original Act, — the Sind Courts (Supplementary) Act, 1926,-- 
the words '' High Court ’’ should be put in and not the words Chief 
Court My reason is this. Sind is now sought to be separated though 
it may be against the wishes of certain people. Hjowever, ^ Sind is going 
to be separated and made into a separate province there is absolutely no 
reason whatsoever why the Court sliould remain a Chief Court. The 
Nagpur Chief Court is going to be made into a High Court and why 
should there not he a High Court for Sind ? The people of Sind have 
passed resolutions and I have had communications mth the Honourable 
the Home Member asking if a High Court is going to be established in 
Sind loir it isi going to he left mth only a Chief Court or a Judicial Commis- 
sioner's Court The reply was that the Secretary of State and the Gov- 
ernment of India are considering tha,t question. Now, when the question 
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is being considered, what is the reason, wlien the Act itself has not yet 
eonie into force, for this snppleiaentary provision in this Bill 1 It "Will 
bo an anomaly. The Preamble says : ' to supplement the Central Pro- 
vinces Courts Act, 1917 ' and at the end something is shoved in like this, 

I would not say surreptitiously. What I mean to say is, at any rate, it 
will be redundant in this Bill and, therefore, this Bill should not be 
passed with respect to this item If the Honourable Member is prepared 
even at. this moment to say that he would aiioiv an amendment to the 
effect that instead of ' Chief Court ’ the v/ords ‘ High Court ’ will be 
substituted, I welcome it but if not, I will oppose it 

The Honourable Sir Hripendra Sircar : Sir, I now see the point We 
4 pm making no change in substance and when we are 

legislating for the Central Provinces my friend Avants 
to gat this High Court for Sind established That cannot be done. If and 
when ihe High Court of Sind is established, some further provisions may 
be necessary in some other Acts. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : The question 
is : 

‘‘ That the Bill to supplement the Central Provinces Courts Act, 1917, be taken 
into consideration 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 and 1 were added to the Bill. 

The Schedule, the Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honoxirable Sir Nripendra. Sircar : Sir, I move : 

That the Bill be passed 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : The question 
is : 

** That the Bill be passed ” 

The motion was adopted. 


THE PEOVINCIAL SMALL CAUSE COUETS (AMENDME>:T) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : Sir, I 
moie : 

That the Bill further to amend the Provincial Small Cause Courts Act, 1887, 
for a certain purpose, be taken into consideration.'^ 

The matter is so simple that probably nothing need be said beyond 
once more drawing the attention of the House to the' Statement of Objects 
and Reasons : 

This Bill is designed to remove certain doubts which have arisen in the inter- 
pretation of the proviso to sub-section (1) of section 17 of the Provincial Small Cause 
Courts Act, 1887. As the section stands, an applicant is required to give security 
to the satisfaction of the Court at the time of presenting his application!^ It follows 
that, in order to ascertain what security satisfies the Court, the applicant must already 
have made an application in that behalf There is also some doubt whether the words 
‘ as the Court may direct ' apply to the deposit of the whole decretal amount as well 
as to the giving of approved security The Bill is intended to make it clear that ihe 
preliminary application to ascertain what security will satisfy the Court must be made 
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and d^t*aded betoie the substantive appHcauon for the older to set aside the decree, 
and that it is always open to the applicant to adopt the alternative course of depositing 

the total decietai amount.’ ^ ^ 

I only need say in supplementing this statement that there is doubt 
whether rise words ‘as the Court may direct ’ apply to the deposit of the 
whole deci'etal amount ais well as to the giving of approved security. 
Dilfereut Courts have been giving different interpretations. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; The question 
is 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Provincial Small Cause Courts Act, 1887, 
for a certain purpose, be taken into consideration ” 

The motion was adopted 

Clauses 2 and 1 were added to the Bill. 

The. Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill 
The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, I move : 

‘‘ That the Bill be passed. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : The q^uestion 
is : 

“ That the Bill ])o passed.’’ 

The motion was adopted 


THE INDIAN ARMY (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham (Army Secretary) : Sir, I move : 

“ That the Bill further to^amend the Indian Army Act, 1911, for certain purposes, 
be taken into consideration. ’ ’ 

I am aware that amendments to the Indian Army Act ai’e sometimes 
looked upon with suspicion by Honourable Members opposite, Imt I can 
honestly lay my hand on my heart and say that not even the most captious 
critic ean find anything to cavil at in this small Bill. At the same time, 
as Honourable Members may find some difficulty in understanding the 
Bill in It,: present form, I will do my best to explain very briefly what its 
three operative sections really mean. Clause 2 (a) of the Bill niei^ely 
includes among the deductions from pay which are authorised by seetion 
50 of the Indian Army Act, the forfeiture of certain classes of pay, which 
is aw'ardable as a minor punishment under section 20. Under seciio)! 20, 
certain officers are empowered to award certain minor punishiaenl^ like 
forfeiture of good conduct pay, etc., whereas section 50 purports to set out 
a complete list of all possible legal deductions from pay and makes no 
mention of the forfeitures under section 20: That is to say, 1his clause 
sets right an anomaly which has existed in the Act for some time. Clause 
2 (h) is merely a consequential amendment, following an amendment- of 
tlie Indian Army Act made last year. By that Amending Act of last year, 
seetion 42 of the Indian Army Act was deleted and, therefore, the refer- 
ence to section 42 which has been left in this particular part of seclioji 50 
is nioaningless and we are now removing it. Then, Sir, clause 3 of the 
Bill also makes good an accidental omission in last year’s Amending Act, 
which laid down the punishments that could be awarded to warrant offieei*s 
by a district court martial. Warrant officers, as Honourable Members 
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are aware, are a new class, being introduced for the first time in the 
Indian Army owing to- indianization, and it was always the intention that 
a district court martial should be empowered to award the same punish- 
ments to warrant officers of the Indian Army as iB the case under the 
British Army Act for British warrant officers. We, therefore, propose 
to include by this clause the punishments of forfeiture of seniority and 
of reprimand and severe reprimand, which are awardable under the British 
Army Act to British warrant officers. Then we come to clause 4 of the 
Bill, which is a little bit more elaborate. Under section 103-A of the Indian 
Army Act at present, whenever, in the course of a trial by a court martial, 
it appears tO' the court that the person charged is of unsound mind and, 
consetiuenlly, incapable of making his defence, or that such person com- 
mitted the act alleged but was by reason of unsoundness of mind incapa- 
ble of knowing the nature of the act or that it was wrong or contrary to 
law, the court may record a finding accordingly and then it is possiole, 
under sub-clause (3) of the existing section, to order the accused person to 
be kept in custody pending a report to- the .Governor General in Coancil, 
Finally, (be Governor General in Council may pass an order for his deten- 
tion in a lunatic asylum. Under sub-clause (5) of the existing section it 
is also possible, when the accused person is declared to he capable of making 
his defence, to call him hack and have him tried. But there is at present 
no provision in the Indian Army Act corresponding to sections 474 and 
475 of the Criminal Procedure Code by which the release of a lunatic can 
be ordered or by which he can be delivered to the care of his relatives, if 
it is not considered necessary to bring him back to trial. Clause 4 of this 
Bill adds two sub-sections to section 103- A of the Indian Army Act which 
corresponci almost word for word with the provisions of sections 474 and 
475 of the Criminal Procedure Code. Sir, m the Army we do not have 
many lunatics to deal with, but a ease did actually arise the other day 
in which a certain rifleman of the Burma Eifles went off his head and com- 
mitted a petty theft. He was brought up for trial by court 
martial and it was found that he was insane. Therefore we took Ihe 
necessary steps to get him transferred to a mental hospital. After he had 
been there for some time, the mental hospital reported that he had recovered 
his sanity hut it was discovered that there was no legal power under which 
we coaid release him We took our courage in both hands and ordered 
his release although' it may not have been strictly legal, and we now hope 
he is enjoying himself in the care of his family. But, Sir, in order to 
avrvid such an anomaly in future, we have brought forward this amendment 
to the Indian Army Act to cover a ease of that kind in future Sir, I 
move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : The question 
is : 

** That the Bill fatthpr to amend the Indian Army Act, 1911, for eertain purposes, 
he taken into consideration.’' 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2, 3, 4 and 1 were added to the Bill. 

The Preamble and the Title were added to the Bill. 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Sir, I move : 

“ That the Bill be passed.” 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That the Bill be passed '' 

The motion was adopted 

THE PROVINCIAL INSOLVENCY (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move . 

“ That the Bill furthei to amend the Provincial Insolvency Act, 1920, for a certain 
purpose, be taken into consideration 

Sir tbis Bill was rather over-due, and we have merely taken action 
as the result of a judgment of the Madras High Court which pointed out 
that tills amendment is very necessary Shortly speaking, Sir, tlie posi- 
tion :s this. The scheme of both the Presidency-towns Insolvency Act and 
the Provincial Insolvency Act is that once an insolvent gets his dit^eharge, 
he should not be harassed any further by such of his creditors as could 
have proved their ease or taken steps against him in the insolvency pro- 
ceedings. Now, there is a confusion. In regard to the Presidency-towns 
Tnsolvciicj Act, there is no difficulty, and there is no conflict of judgment ; 
but, as regards the Provincial Insolvency Act, fhe position is that, there 
arc two judgments. According to one — which we believe is the sounder 
judgment- -unless the language is changed, an undesirable eonserjiiciice 
follows. The result is that there arises a curiously anomalous position, 
namely, that if insolvency proceedings are taken in a mufassil and not in 
a Presidency-town, then, if the insolvent has six creditors, and, say, one of 
them holds out and he does not come into the insolvency proceedings at 
all, and he takes no steps, and proves no claim, then, if there is a compo- 
sition, according to this decision — and the language of the section is not 
veiy happy — ^the result of it has been that the man who purposelessly held 
out is not held to be bound by the composition, so that he can ask for his 
pound of flesh and get an advantage over the other creditors. Now, that 
was never intended, and the High Court of Madras pointed out that the 
Acj-, should be amended in the way that we have done The result of this 
Bill being passed will be that the two Acts will be on exaetlj^ the same 
footing, and the creditor who purposelessly does not come into the insol- 
vency proceedings will gain no advantage over those who come. Sir, I 
move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion moved : 

‘‘ That the Bill further to amend the Provincial Insolvency Act, 1920, for a certain 
purpose, be taken into c( n 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras ceded Distrieis and 
Chittoor : Non-Muhamm/adan Rural) : Sir, I want to make one ()}• two 
observations as to how the Bill places the creditor at an enormous disad- 
vantage. Under the present Act, section 33, a sehedide of creditors has 
to W Y*repared, and, until an order of discharge is made, it is open to a 
creditor to have his name included in the schedule even ihougli The debtor 
might not have given the name or the address or have Included the name 
of the cTGflitor in the petition, or even if he fails to give information be- 
fore the schedule of creditors is prepared. But under the Bill the time 
will be limited. As soon as an order of adjudication is passed, six 
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moil tils or a year is the period ordinarily given for the debtor to axjply 
for his discharge and till then it is open to any creditor, even though his 
name might have been purposely omitted by the debtor, to come m and 
'have his name entered in the schedule and if the Oilicial Keeeiver divides 
the property among the creditors, he is -also entitled to have a ratable 
distribution of the property according to the amount of the debt tliat is 
due to him. 

Now, With respect to composition, there is no period of time hxed 
within which a proposal should be made. Besides the period or six monllis 
or a year under the Code and the original period of six months or a year 
that is granted for the debtor to apply for an order of discharge may be 
extended from time to time on an application to the Court. Therefore, in 
practice, this time for applying for an order of discharge is extended 
beyond one year. It is nearly extended to two years — ^by a year more. 
It is open, therefore, to a creditor to come in before the end of two years 
to apply to he included in the schedule so thM he may have the beneiit by 
way of ratable distribution of the property of the insolvent debtor. Here 
no such period of limitation is fixed within which a debtor could apply for 
8 composition. I submit that in the proposal for coriposition the in- 
valuable rigid of the ereditor to come in is taken away I submit, there- 
fore, 'dun c) suitable provision should be made in order to enable the 
credit M* 1o come in It ought not to be a one-sided Act o£ the insolvent 
with a view to defraud any creditor he chooses. It is open to him to make 
a proposal at any time after an order of adjudication is made showing only 
a few ])eTSons as persons to whom debts are due. He may try to a^mid 
certain {xucsons w^ho may have been a little harsh on him and those per- 
sons may not have had a notice that he applied to be adjudicated an in- 
solvent or that an order of adjudication was passed against him. If this 
Bill is iljrovm out, it will prevent them from doing so T]ier(5foi\.% I sub- 
mit, that vdiatever might have been the suggestion of the Lejirned Judges 
of the Madi*as High Court, in this matter, this invaUiable right of the 
ereditor should not be taken away I submit, therefore, that this House 
should not accept this Bill 

The Honourable Sir Niipendra Sircar : Sir, my Honourable friend 
has given notice of no amendment. 

Mr. M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : I have. 

The Honourable Sir Hripendra Sircar The only answer which 1 
need ^rive to my Honourable friend is this that if there has been a fraud, 
the ereditor has not been able to take advantage of the insolvency pro- 
ceedings because his name was kept back by the delitor and he received 
m notice, Then under the present law he can challenge the composition 
and have it set aside, so that there need not be any fear for that kind of 
creditor Surely, my Honourable friend has not sa^'d one %vord as to 
WI13/ a (-reditor who purposely does not come into the insolvency proceed- 
ings should have this advantage in a provincial insolvency Court when 
he gets no such advantage in an insolvency under the Insolvency Act, 
nor is Ihorc any reason whatsoever for it because that givejs an incentive 
to some of the creditors to try to be cleverer than otliers The results of 
the insolvency proceedings are nullified if some creditors get an undue 
advantage over other creditors I submit, therefore, that in the absence 
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of any deliTiite amendment, the only point which my friend has made is 
completely answered by the fact that such a creditor is not put at any 
disadvantage. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question is: 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Piovmcml Insolvency Act, 1920, for a certain 
purpose, be taken into consideration ’ ’ 

The motion was adopted. 

2 and 1 were added to the Bill. 

Idie ’Tit’e and the Preamble were added to the Bill 

The Honourable Sir Hripendra Sircar . Sir, I move - 

“ That the Bill be passed 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; The question is; 

Tliat the Bill be passed 

Tiie motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN MOTOR VEHICLES (AMENDMENT) BELL 

The Honoura^Me Sir Henry Craik (Home Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move ‘ 

^ ‘ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Motor Vehicles Act, 1914, fox certain 
purposes, be taken into consideration.^’ 

This is a simple Bill, and I hope it will commend itseR to the whole 
House as a desirable measure. It deals wuth two points. The first is one 
of c(»jnparatively minor impoirtance and is somewhat technical I vvill 
deal with that first. 

^Sub-e]ause (a) of clause 2 of the Bill which is marked (ddd) gives 
the Tjocal Go/ernment power to make rules regulating the manner in 
which and the duration for which licences may be endorsed At present, a 
Local Go 7 orTxment has power to make rules regarding the suspension and 
the eaue^ellation of licences but has not power to make rules regarding the 
endorsement of licences and it is proposed by this sub-clause to fill that 
gap. T]h‘ second and more important part of the Bill is that it proposes 
to give Coux'ts power to compound certain motoring offences. If the 
House will compare the new clause 16A which we protose to add to the 
Act witli file various sections in the Act which prescribe Ihe offences, it 
will be seen that we propose t,o< make eompoundable the following oTenecs; 
Any (»fl'ence under section 4 of the Act, that is, a driver of the motor 
vehicle not stopping his vehicle when required to do so by a police officer 
Of by a ]/erson in charge of an animal that has been frightened or when 
he is mixed up in an act. Next, we propose to make compound able an 
offeree under section 8 of the Act, that is to say, failure to produce a 
licAnee vdien called upon to do so by a police officer Next, an offence 
under 10 of the Act, that is, failure to have a vehicle registered. 

Next, an offence under section 18, sub-section (5) of the Act, that is, 
failure of j driver to produce a licence before any aiitliority acting under 
section 18, which means a Court or a Local Government. Lastly, an offence 
under section 18, sub-section (7) of the Act, that is, a driver whose 
licence has been endorsed or who has been disqualified from obtaining a 
licence ap]dies for or obtains a licence without giving particulars of the 
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endorsement or disqualification. All those offences we propose to make 
eompoundcible. The graver offences under the Motor Vehicles Act, 
namely, those mentioned in sections 3, 5, 6 and 7 will not be compoundable. 
We also propose to make an offence against a rule laid down by the Local 
Government under the Act compoundable. Naturally, offences against 
rules are oi' a less serious nature than offences against the substantive sec- 
tions of the law. We do not propose that composition will be automatic 
in every case of these comparatively minor offences. The composi- 
iion will only be allowed with the permission of the Court and 
tlio offend u* will not be entitled to claim composition as of right There 
may be instances where, although the offence is of a coaiparativeiy trivial 
nature, the offender may have committed the samJe offence before and in 
such cases probably composition should not be allowed, at any rate not as 
a matter of course. Secondly, the sum for which the offence may be 
compounded must be fixed by the Court and cannot exceed the fine which 
is tho maximum for the offence The maximum fine for a first offence is 
Rs 100 and for a second offence it is Rs. 200. 

There are just two other points I might mention. One is that it will 
he vtithin the discretion of the Court to dispense with the attendance of 
the accused person if it thinks fit That will prevent people from being 
dragged into Court unnecessarily for trivial offences which they are 
quite prejjared to adniit. Secondly, composition of an olfeuce will rank 
as a conviction, that is to say, it can be endorsed on the licence which, I 
think, is a reasonable provision. That I think is all 1 have to sav abont 
the Bill. 

Tlievo is one other provision which I ought perhaps vo mention, 
namely, that we propose to give Local Governments power to make rules 
regulating the procedure to be adopted by Courts when they decide that 
an offc'iire could be compounded. I do not think there is anything else 
that 1 need explain to the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion moved ; 

That the Bill further to amend the Indian Motor Vehicles Act, 1914, for certain 
purposes, be taken into consideration 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, the 
Honourable the Home Member said that the provisions of this Bill are 
very simple. But they appear to me to be very extraordinary. When 
you refer to clause 3 of the BUI, you will find that I am perfecily justified 
in saying that the provisions of this Bill are very extraordinary. Tf I 
am able to show to the House that the provisions are unusual, I hope at 
least the lawyer Members of this House will consider that point from tho 
point of view of the principle involved therein and will then say whether 
they should accede to the passing of such a measure with such a prin- 
ciple embodied therein. I submit that the House should properly under- 
stand the Bill before giving its assent to it. For the benefit of thoso 
Honourable Members who might not have read clause 3 of the Bill, I 
will read it. It runs : 


(1) Offences puiiisbable under tMs Act (other than offences under sections 

Compositioa of ofEenees. " " 1"'“'! J •‘'"I '‘gainst rules made 

. ^ under this Act as the Local Government may, by notif- 

fifttion in the local official Gazette, have declared to be non-compoundable) shall, with 
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the permission of the Court, be eompoundable, either before or after the appearane® 
of the accused, on payment by the accused of such sum, not exceeding the maximum 
amount of hue with which the offences are made punishable by this Act, as the Court 
may determine. 

{$) The composition of an offence under this section shall have the effect of a 
conviction of the accused with whom the offence has been compounded.^’ 

Now, my difficulty is this. Under the general law or under the funda- 
mental principles of general law, when a compromise is effected, that does 
ijot mean that the guilt has been admitted. Lawyer Members of this 
House will realise that under the Criminal Procedure Code, il any offence 
has been compounded, that means an acquittal. It leaves no stigma of 
criminality upon the person and it cannot be that a compromise would 
mean punishing the man to pay as much fine as could be tivied under that 
very section. Because it is left to the magistrate to give permission or 
not for compounding an offence, it does not mean that he should impose 
a fine on the person even if after he compounds the offence, xiccorcling to 
this provision contained in the Bill, it comes to this that a man is asked to 
plead guilty After he pleads guilty, the magistrate will punish him with 
fine up to the maximum limit to which he can go. Then, I ask what is the 
use of compounding an offence, if the man is really going to be punished. 
1 cannot understand this law. I have never come across any law in which 
c(iiiipounding is treated as an acknowledgment of one’s guilt and fine is 
imposed on the man with the result that a stain is left on the character of 
the man, so that the next time he commits the same offence, he is treated as 
an old offender and enhanced punishment is awarded to him I do not 
think this House will lend its support to a drastic law of this nature. If 
tlie provisions of the Criminal Law Amendment Act are considered to be 
such as the most harassing to the people of this country, then a Bill of the 
present nature would amount to nothing less. If you become a party to 
it next time the Government might come forward with another Bill 
amending the Criminal Procedure Code to the effect that compounding 
vill alV’-ays mean admission of guilt and also a liability to punishment 
with fine to the maximum extent allowed by the Act. A Bill like this 
might be thrown on our face by the Home Member and then he may say 
that there is a precedent for such a measure because the House passed 
the Indian Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act. I would, therefore, request 
the House to seriously consider the position. I am sure this would appeal 
to the Members of the House. As I have explained it clearly, I am sure 
it would also appeal to the non-lawyer Members of the House also. Would 
the House like that an accused, when he comes before a Court upon a sum- 
mons and is willing to compromise and the other party also agrees to it, 
the magistrate should not allow him to enter into a compromise, except 
on pavment of fine ^ The magistrate will say : ‘‘ You are fined and you 
fare, therefore, not acquitted of guilt ’k I cannot accept a law like this. 
I thought that if there were any reasons for bringing forward a measure 
like this, tliose reasons must be found in the Statement of Obieels and 
Reasons attached to the Bill. But what does a perusal of the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons reveal ? There also I got disappointed, because it 
is a mere repetition of v/hat is said in the clause of the Bill. It reads : 

/ ‘ The Bill seeks to give effect to this recommendation. It is thought that offenees 
under sections 3, 5, 6 and 7 of the Act should not be made compoundable, and as 
regards offences against the rules made by Tjocal Governments under section 11 of the 
Act, it is pro-posed to leaye it to them to notify what such offences are to be made 
non-compoundable. ’ ’ 
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I can understand this. But, further on, it says : 

“ Other offences should Tbe made eompoundable, with the permission of the Court, 
either before or after the appearance of the accused m the Court, for a sum not 
exceeding the maximum amount of fine for the offence concerned. 

Tills throws nO' further ligiht on. what i& said in the clauses of the Bill. 

I would request the Honourable the Law Member to explain this law. 
Unless the Honourable the Law Member says that this is an extraordinary 
law and shows that there are valid reasons for enacting r>uc]i an extra- 
ordinary law, 1 submit that this House should not give its consent for the 
passing of such a measure. 

Further on, it is said, in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, that 
co>ixposition should count as a conviction. I have never heard that com- 
position would count as a conviction. If it is a composition amounting to 
conviction, I submit you do not call it a -compromise. Call it conviction. 
In such a case, it would only amount to this much that the offender will 
be excused from personal attendance in Court. That is the only conces- 
.‘lon to be made. That concession is alloyred even under the ordinaiy law. 
An accused is often exempted from putting in personal appearance. 
Therefore, I submit, that the provisions contained in this Act are such 
that they should not be passed light-heartedly by Honourable i\Iembers ,o£ 
this House ■without giving serious consideration to the provisions. 

Then, it is said : 

Such composition should count as a conviction, and the driver licence will 
be liable to be endorsed under sub-seetion (^) of section 18. The machinery foi com- 
position of offences is left to be governed by rules to be made nndei the Act.” 

Now, Sir, my first objection is that this Bill should not be passed, but 
I would even go further and ask leave of the Chair to allow me to move 
an amendment with regard to the Select Committee, that this Bill be sent 
to the Select Committe^^ and it should undergo a fresh and veiy careful 
examination in view of Ihe peculiar nature of it I would, therefore, 
'request yon to give me permission to move this amendment 

Mr. Sri Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, I rise to support Mr. Lalchaiid Navalrai. The 
motor cai h a dangerous vehicle tliat has come on onr roads ; and any 
legislation almut it must be carefulty considered, 1 may say at the 
outset that I am a driver myself ; and, therefore, I know the diffienllies 
of driving, and I also know the difficulties of those who use the roads for 
waiving and cycling and for other purposes. I hope I shall not be 
accused of imputing any motive to any one, but it seems to me that this 
law is meant to faeiUtate the wealthy folk who own motor cars. Tlie 
Honourable the Home Member thinks that offences against sub-section (?) 
of section 18 of the Original Act are only of a technical nature, and I 
think, on the contrary, that those offences are serious offences and should 
not he allowed to he compounded. The section runs : 

“No person whose licence has been endorsed or who has been disqualified for 
obtaining a licence shall apply for, or obtain, a licence without gmng particulars of 
such endorsement or disqualification 

There are some sections offences against which are declared to be non- 
compx>iindable. I am referring to the original section 3 which says : 

“ No person under the age of 18 years shall drive a motor vehicle in any pnbli* 
place. ^ ' 




